Students  and  faculty  gather  for  ceremony  on  tenth  anniversary  of  9/11 


Students  gather  around  the  globe  to  honor  those  who  lost  their 
lives  ten  years  ago  in  the  terrorist  attacks  on  the  US. 


Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 


Over  200  students,  staff 
and  faculty  came  together  Sunday 
night  to  participate  in  a September 
1 1 Remembrance  ceremony. 

Rabbi  Joyce  Galaski 
and  Reverend  Kim  Murphy  of 
the  Interfaith  Committee  led  the 
ceremony,  along  with  student  Rachel 
Lareau  who  provided  a moving  and 
original  spoken  word  performance. 
Participants  held  candles  and  listened 
as  students  Kaleigh  Kelleher,  flute, 
and  Mary  Kate  Rustin,  violin, 
offered  soft  music  to  reflect  to. 

Kelleher  said,  “I  was  asked 
to  play  meditative  music  during  a 
memorial  service  held  at  the  church 
before  the  candle  lighting  ceremony, 
and  Rabbi  Joyce  asked  me  if  I’d  also 
play  during  the  ceremony  itself.” 

“The  turnout  was  more 
than  I had  originally  thought,  which 
was  fantastic,”  Kelleher  continued. 
“What  happened  really  hit  our 
country  as  a whole,  and  seeing 
the  support  was  great,  especially 
because  a lot  of  us  were  between  the 
ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  when  it 
happened.” 

“My  involvement  in  the 
September  eleventh  Remembrance 


was  to  play  a meditative  piece  of 
music  on  violin  as  students  took  a 
moment  to  remember  those  who 
have  passed,”  Rustin  said. 

“The  turnout  was  much 
larger  than  I had  anticipated,” 
Rustin  continued.  “The  Globe 
was  completely  surrounded,  and  it 
seemed  that  every  space  available 
was  filled  with  a person.” 

Resident  Directors  had  been 
encouraging  students  to  go  out  and 
participate,  and  according  to  Rustin, 
the  event  was  “very  successful.” 

“Despite  the  mosquitoes, 
everyone  was  listening  attentively 
throughout  the  whole  event,”  Rustin 
said.  “Overall,  the  people  were  very 
respectful  and  gave  their  regards  to 
those  that  were  lost  in  September 
eleventh.” 

“I  thought  it  was  very 
successful  [as  well],”  Kelleher 
commented.  “Everything  went 
smoothly  and  it  was  a great  way  to 
remember  all  of  the  lives  lost  since 
that  day.” 

Rustin  said,  “Personally, 
my  favorite  part  was  the  poetry 
performed  and  written  by  Rachel 
Lareau.  It  was  very  inspiring,  and 
the  poem  itself  truly  spoke  to  the 
atmosphere  of  the  event.” 

Around  the  United  States, 
people  came  together  on  the  tenth 


anniversary  to  remember  those  that 
were  lost. 

Westfield  State  University 
students  and  faculty  would  not  be 


left  out.  According  to  a Facebook 
comment  by  faculty  member 
Maureen  Johnson,  the  memorial  was 
a “great  showing  of  support.” 


II&e.f»IPhone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Page  2 

A&E  - Pages  6 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

HOOT  Day 

Reflections 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00pm 

Public  Safety  - 5262 
Information  Technology  - 5528 
Library -5231 

OpEd  - Page  5 

DC  Renovation 

Sports  - Pages  8-10 

WSU  Football 

Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Sat  - 1 :00pm-4:00pm 

2 


The  Westfield  Voice 


How  to  spot  a 
freshman 


1 . They  wear  their  lanyard 

around  their  neck. 

2.  They  don’t  know  what  a 

“Meal  Deal”  is. 

3 . They  get  all  dressed  up  for 

class. 

4.  They  call  professors  Mrs. 

or  Mr. 

5.  They  walk  around  con- 
fused and  ask  where  building 

are...  ' 

6.  Then,  they  walk  into  the 

wrong  classrooms... 

7.  While  carrying  a ton  of 
books  in  their  arms... 

8.  Dressed  in  all  WSU  cloth- 
ing at  once. 

9.  They  pronounce  Ely  as 
Elie  not  Eelee. 

10.  They  take  the  bus  to 
WalMart. 

How  to  spot  a 
senior 

1 . They  stroll  into  class  late. 
2.  They  are  NEVER  early 
for  anything. 

3.  They  sit  in  the  back  of  the 
room  with  a hat/hood  on. 

4.  They  only  bring  a note- 
book and  a pen,  if  that,  to 
class. 

5.  They  give  a high  five  and 
a head  nod  to  the  professors 

in  their  department. 

6.  They  stay  in  one  building 

for  all  their  classes. 

7.  They  are  never  in  class  on 

Fridays. 


Weather  doesn’t  dampen  the  spirits  of  HOOT  Day 


Alex  Myers 
Editor-In-Chief 


Students  of  Westfield 
State  University  welcomed 
the  2011-2012  school  year 
by  participating  in  the  second 
annual  HOOT  Day  on  September 
6,  2011  in  designated  areas 
around  the  city  of  Westfield. 

The  acronym,  also  a 
clever  pun  for  the  Westfield 
State  Owls,  HOOT  Day,  stands 
for  “Helping  Out  Our  Town” 
and  that’s  exactly  what  students 
did. 

In  its  first  year  at 
WSU,  it  was  mostly  incoming 
freshmen  that  participated  along 
w ith  members  of  Circle  K and 
the  Orientation  staff. 

This  year,  however, 
it  was  open  to  all  students  and 
many  took  up  the  opportunity  to 
help  out  their  town. 

Applications  were 
given  out  over  the  summer 
to  aU  students  interested  in 
participating. 

Every  freshman 
recieved  one  at  orientation 
•and  by  the  end  there  were  an 
abundance  of  paper  and  online 
applications. 

Over  200  students 
were  signed  up  for  the  event, 
according  to  Co-President  of 
Circle  K Sarah  Fregeau. 

From  those  numbers. 


photo  by  wsufacebookpage 
Planting  trees  was  one  of  the  many  things  students  did 
for  Hoot  Day  2011. 


she  said,  her  and  other  co- 
president Karen  Renda  worked 
with  the  Circle  K club  advisor 
to  separate  the  students  into 
groups. 

The  groups  were 
organized  based  on  where 
every  one  was  going  and  what 
they  would  be  doing  around 
downtown  Westfield. 

“On  the  day  of  HOOT 
Day  Karen  and  I had  to  be  in 
contact  with  each  group  to  make 
sure  they  were  aU  set  with  their 
projects  and  had  a ride  and  the 
materials  to  be  productive. 

Overall  we  tried  to 


control  how  the  day  went,” 
Fregeau  said. 

Unlike  last  year, 
the  weather  on  the  morning 
of  HOOT  Day  was  not  as 
promising  as  students  may  have 
liked. 

Rain  was  in  the 
forecast,  but  it  did  not  put  a 
damper  on  the  event. 

Fregeau,  said, 

“Many  kids  probably  woke 
up  this  morning,  saw  the  rain 
and  thought  everything  was 
canceled.” 

She  said  that  about 
175  students  turned  up,  not  a 


bad  turnout,  as  200  signed  up. 
Unfortunately,  though,  they  had 
to  cancel  four  projects  due  to 
the  rain. 

“That  really  hurt  us  and 
made  for  a very  hectic  morning 
because  we  had  to  move  people 
around  into  different  projects,” 
Fregeau  said. 

One  participating 
student  said,  “Despite  the 
weather,  everyone  had  a blast 
participating  and  everything  got 
accomplished.” 

Many  students, 

according  to  massbve.com, 
ignored  the  weather  and  went 
on  with  their  duties  pulling 
weeds,  planting  trees,  raking, 
and  more. 

Fregeau  said  with  a 
laugh,  “There’s  always  room 
for  improvement  and  I think 
next  year  we’U  have  a better 
backup  plan  for  rain.” 

Cassie  Forsman,  a 
student  participator,  said,  “I  love 
helping  out.  This  is  a great  way 
to  get  to  know  the  community 
and  meet  feUow  students.” 

To  sum  up  the  day, 
Fregeau  said,  “I  think  the 
student’s  overaU  satisfaction 
was  good. 

“Everyone  was  so 
eager  and  willing  to  help  despite 
the  weather  and  they  were 
cooperative  with  everything  we 
asked  for.  I don’t  think  I could 
have  asked  for  a better  day.” 
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Publication  Policy 

Announcements  and 
ads  for  on-campus  organiza- 
tions are  free  of  charge,  print- 
ed as  space  allows  and  must 
be  submitted  no  later  than 
5:00  p.m.  the  Monday  before 
anticipated  pubbcation  date. 

The  W'estfield  Voice 
will  print  “letters  to  the 
editors”  if  the  authors  so 
please  and  can  be  either 
anonymous  or  can  include 
your  name  (you  must  note 
that  you  do  not  want  your 
name  Usted  otherwise  it  will 


be  printed  with  your  name). 

The  Editorial 
Board  reserves  the  right  to 
make  grammatical  chang- 
es, keep  the  letter  as  is  or 
not  include  the  letter  at  all 
Submissions  may 
be  submitted  in  person  or 
by  email  the  Monday  before 
anticipated  pubbcation  date. 

Editors  have  the 
right  to  change  any  and  aU 
articles  to  what  they  see  fit 
gramaticaUy  and  content- 
wise  to  make  sure  aU  facts 
are  accurate  and  appropriate. 
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The  Mid-East’s  revolutionary  years 


Mike  Brill 

Voice  Reporter 


Prior  to  2011  in  the 
Middle  East,  the  last  year 
characterized  by  a comparative 
level  of  political  upheaval  was 
1958. 

During  that  year, 
the  violent  overthrow  of  the 
Hashemite  monarchy  in  Iraq,  the 
threat  to  the  Jordanian  branch 
that  precipitated  the  deployment 
of  British  paratroopers  to  shore 
up  the  monarchy  in  that  country, 
and  the  landing  of  United  States 
Marines  in  Lebanon,  all  in  rapid 
succession,  were  ultimately  the 
aftershocks  of  events  some  two 
years  before. 

The  tripartite ‘invasion 
of  Egypt  by  Britain,  France, 
and  Israel  in  1956  was,  from  its 
origin,  primarily  a bid  by' the 
declining  British  and  French 
empires  to  maintain  what 
remained  of  their  power  in  the 
Mid-East. 

U.S.  President 

Dwight  Eisenhower  was  in  no 
mood  for  a blatant  exercise  in 
gunboat  diplomacy  and  swiftly 
backed  the  aggressors  down. 
He  threatened  to  dump  the 
United  States’  reserve  holdings 
on  British  sterling,  curtail  oil 
shipments  to  both  European 
countries,  and  suspend  aid  to 
Israel. 

The  death  knell  to  the 
British  and  French  empires  in 
the  Mid-East  thus  came  not 
from  Egyptian  arms,  but  from 
the  undeniable  rise  of  American 
influence  and  power. 

British  imperial 

possessions  in  the  Persian  Gulf, 
or  the  Trucial  States,  would  be 
maintained  until  the  late  1960s, 
but  forever  broken  were  British 
and  French  ambitions  in  the 
lands  they  had  gained  in  World 
War  I. 

In  1956,  as  the  sun 
set  on  the  British  and  French 
empires  at  Suez,  it  was  still 
dawn  for  the  uniquely  American 
Empire  that  was  succeeding 


them  in  the  Mid-East. 

Yet  another 

consequential  year  was  1940. 
After  the  outbreak  of  World 
War  II  in  Europe  the  previous 
September,  the  defeat  of  the 
British  and  French  armies  in 
the  Low  Countries  and  France 
that  spring,  and  the  occupation 
of  metropolitan  France  by  Nazi 
Germany,  the  Middle  East  found 
itself  in  a rapidly  evolving 
political  situation. 

The  decision  of 
France’s  Mid-East  provincial 
governors  to  align  with  the 
Nazi-collaborationist  Vichy 
government  gave  the  Axis 
powers  a foothold  in  Syria  and 
Lebanon. 

As  Axis  forces 
advanced  across  North  Africa 
toward  Egypt,  many  Arabs  took 
hope  that  the  hour  of  liberation 
from  their  British  and  French 
imperial  overlords  would  be 
facilitated  by  the  triumph  of 
Nazi  Germany  and  Fascist  Italy 
on  nearby  desert  battlefields. 

Britain  literally  forced 
Egypt’s  nominally  independent 
king  at  gunpoint,  with  tanks 
surrounding  his  palace,  to 
dismiss  his  pro-Nazi  prime 
minister,  declare  war,  and  join 
the  Allies.  At  the  same  time,  the 
British  faced  the  beginning  of 
an  armed  struggle  for  statehood 
by  various  Jewish  groups  in 
Palestine,  stemming  from 
their  attempt  to  placate  Arab 
inhabitants  by  restricting  Jewish 
immigration. 

Then,  in  spring  1941, 
military  officers  led  by  Rashid 
Ali  staged  a coup  in  Iraq. 
Independent  by  treaty  since 
1932,  Britain  had  remained  the 
real  power  behind  the  monarchy 
they  installed  in  Baghdad. 

Together  with  Vichy 
Lebanon  and  Syria,  Iraq 
constituted  an  Axis-aligned 
bloc  at  the  center  of  the  British 
and  French  Mid-East  empires. 

Though  the  British 
soon  halted  the  Axis  advance 
into  Egypt,  re-occupied  Iraq, 
and  launched  successful  military 


campaigns  into  Vichy  Lebanon 
and  Syria,  the  tumultuous 
events  of  1940,  along  with  those 
of  1941,  struck  at  the  pillars  of 
British  and  French  imperial 
power  in  the  Mid-East  and 
demonstrated  the  major  cracks 
that  existed  in  them,  even  at  that 
time  of  apparent  victory. 

World  War  II  and  the 
price  tag  for  defeating  the  Axis 
were  particularly  costly  for  the 
Western  European  imperial 
powers.  Despite  great  violence 
in  Algeria,  Indochina,  Lebanon, 
Madagascar,  and  Syria, France’s 
post-war  bid  to  re-establish  its 
world  empire  was  ill  fated. 

Lookingback , 1 940 and 
the  events  that  followed  stand 
out  as  marking  the  beginning  of 
the  period  of  sharp  decline  for 
the  British  and  French  empires 
in  the  Mid-East. 

The  1956  Suez  Crisis 
and  the  American  response 
signaled  those  empires’  demise 
and  advent  of  the  American  age 
of  dominance. 

The  “revolutionary 
year  of  1958”  was  possible  in 
part  due  to  the  decline  of  British 
and  French  power  in  the  region. 
While  the  British  played  an 
important  part  in  the  Western 
response  to  revolutionary 
upheaval  by  sending  troops 
to  Jordan,  the  landing  of  U.S. 
Marines  in  Lebanon  showed 
that  in  the  new  era  at  hand, 
American  power  would  be  the 
guarantor  of  the  old  political 
order  and  pro- West  regimes  in 
the  former  British  and  French 
realm. 

What  can  the  decline 
and  fall  of  the  British  and 
French  empires  in  the  Middle 
East  tell  us  about  the  American 
Empire  there  today?  How  do 
any  of  the  events  from  1940, 
1956,  or  1958  pertain  to  those 
of  20 1 1 or  the  recent  past? 

To  begin  with,  this 
year’s  upheaval  has  been  by  no 
means  limited  to  U.S  .-backed 
regimes  or  country’s  containing 
a link  in  the  United  States’ 
■ continued  on  page  4 


Student 

Spotlight 


Name:  John  Loftus 
Hometown:  HoUiston,  MA 
Major:  Criminal  Justice 


If  you  could  live  anywhere  in  the  world,  where  would  you  live 
and  why? 

Got  to  be  Las  Vegas.  I don’t  drink  but  anybody  can  have  fun 
there. 

What’s  your  go-to  song  of  all  time? 

“Courtesy  Of  The  Red,  White  And  Blue”  by  Toby  Keith 

The  power  to  fly  or  turn  invisible? 

Always  go  with  the  power  to  fly,  no  questions  asked. 

Who  was  the  last  person  you  sent  a text  to  and  what  was  it 
about? 

Just  texted  Christopher  George  Burroughs  about  going  to  get 
some  not-so-tasty  EXT  food  before  the  Pats  dominate. 

What  can  you  be  found  doing  between  classes? 

I’m  a senior  and  I take  online  classes.  I have  one  class  to  go  to 
each  day.  Because  of  that,  I don’t  exactly  have  any  in  between 
time.  I guess  it’s  just  one  of  the  perks  of  being  a senior  and 
picking  good  classes. 

What  do  you  plan  on  doing  after  graduation  from  WSU? 
Since  I’m  a CJ  major,  I plan  on  going  federal.  Possible  ICE 
(Immigration  and  Customs)  protecting  our  borders  or  maybe 
even  DEA  (Drug  Enforcement  Agency)  busting  drug  dealers. 
Either  way.  I’m  making  a dilference. 

Being  a senior,  what  advice  would  you  give  to  the  incoming 
freshmen  about  surviving  college? 

Don’t  get  a 10-100.  Luckily  I’ve  never  gotten  one,  but  for 
those  who  aren’t  as  lucky  as  me  it  can  ruin  a good  time.  And 
some  more  advice  is,  don’t  slack  and  be  “that  kid  who  used 
to  go  here”. 

If  you  would  like  to  he  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it 
- email 

thevoice  @wsc  .ma  .edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Imperial  decline  in  the  Middle  East 


■ continued  from  page  4 

“empire  of  bases  ” borrowing 
the  term  of  late-author  Chalmers 
Johnson,  spread  across  the 
region. 

The  brutality  of  the 
regimes  in  Libya  and  Syria  has 
stood  out  and  dominated  media 
coverage  of  the  region  as  of  late, 
but  the  Obama  administration 
has  had  much  less  to  say  about 
the  monarchy  in  Bahrain’s 
often  violent  suppression  of 
protesters  and  the  actions  of 
other  Gulf  States  to  silence  then- 
own  protest  movements. 

The  oppression  on  the 
part  of  the  Sunni  al-Khalifa 
monarchy  in  Bahrain , along  with 
its  continued  discrimination 
against  a majority  Shia 
populace,  did  not  stop  the  U.S. 
government  from  negotiating 
a new  deal  for  naval  basing 
rights  with  the  island  nation  this 
summer. 

The  new  10-year 
deal  was  announced  with  little 
fanfare  and  minimal  media 
coverage  in  early  August.  Back 
in  March,  Emirati,  Kuwaiti, 
and  Saudi  troops  armed  with 
U.S.  weapons  and  equipment 
were  busy  suppressing  popular 
opposition  and  dissent  in 
Bahrain. 

The  “Arab  Spring”  of 
2011  began  and  first  targeted 
dictators  in  countries  that  have 
long  been  part  of  the  U.S.- 
backed  order  in  the  Mid-East. 
Zine  El  Abidine  Ben  Ali  of 
Tunisia  and  Hosni  Mubarak  of 
Egypt  were  seen  in  Washington 
as  pillars  of  stability  serving 
as  bulwarks  against  potential 
radicalism,  but  even  more 
importantly,  as  leaders  willing 
to  place  their  economic  and 
military  ties  with  the  U.S.  over 
the  popular  demands  of  their 
own  people  for  reform. 

In  the  case  of  both 
countries,  the  U.S.  maintains 
strong  intelligence  and  military 
ties  and  the  aimual  $1.3 
billion  in  military  aid  to  Egypt 
arguably  still  buys  a great  deal 


of  influence  with  the  army’s 
general  staff. 

So  far,  the  Obama 
administration  has  turned  to 
subtler  means  of  maintaining 
influence  in  former  U.S. 
backed-dictatorships,  Egypt 
and  Tunisia,  cast  another  long- 
supported  dictator  into  the 
wilderness,  Ali  Abdullah  Saleh 
of  Yemen,  while  hinting  that 
the  army  chief  of  staff  should 
assume  power  in  that  country. 

It  has  also  sided  with 
popular  protests  while  taking 
up  the  batmer  of  human  rights 
with  Libya  and  Syria,  vocally 
supported  the  Israeli  government 
when  its  forces  gunned  down 
unarmed  Palestinian  protestors, 
and  largely  mmed  a blind 
eye  when  the  Gulf  States,  the 
centerpiece  of  the  U.S.  Mid- 
East  empire,  moved  to  suppress 
their  own  protest  movements. 

Without  a doubt,  much 
of  the  upheaval  in  Middle 
East  this  year  originates  from 
within  the  region  itself  and  such 
factors  as  popular  anger  toward 
dictatorial  rule,  the  growing 
percentage  of  young  people, 
longstanding  and  high  levels  of 
unemployment,  and  desire  for 
reform. 

On  the  other  hand, 
could  it  be  possible  that  it  in 
part  has  to  do  with  another  case 
of  imperial  decline  in  the  region 
as  well? 

In  the  sense  that  the 
decline  of  the  British  and 
French  empires  contributed 
to  revolutionary  upheaval  in 
1958,  could  much  of  what  we 
have  seen  in  201 1 be  due  to  the 
decline  of  the  American  Empire, 
the  economic  basis  of  which  has 
been  severely  strained  and  the 
military  one  overstretched,  both 
in  years  past  and  as  continues  to 
be  the  case  today? 

In  the  way  that  the 
years  1940, 1956,  and  1958  can 
be  examined  in  retrospect  for 
tracing  the  decline  of  the  British 
and  French  empires  in  the 
Middle  East,  future  historians 
may  highlight  events  in  the 
years  of  1991,  2003,  and  2011 


as  demonstrating  the  United 
States’  height  and  decline  in  the 
region. 

It  is  not  rare  to  hear 
modem  day  admirers  of  the 
British  Empire  say  that  Britain 
nobly  and  willingly  sacrificed 
its  empire  fighting  World  War 
II  or  when  confronted  with 
keeping  a democracy  or  the 
empire,  the  British  people  chose 
the  former. 

Myth-making  aside, 
there  is  an  element  of  truth  in 
the  latter  claim  that  could  prove 
to  be  useful  advice  for  American 
leaders. 

In  1967,  needing  to 
choose  between  maintaining  the 
remnants  of  their  empire  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  and  elsewhere  east 
of  the  Suez  Canal  or  domestic 
priorities,  the  government  of 
Prime  Minister  Harold  Wilson 
announced  the  return  home  of 
all  British  troops  stationed  in 
those  areas  within  a decade  and 
then  moved  the  deadline  up  to 
1971. 

Today,  in  the  United 
States , with  the  exception  of  Ron 
Paul,  Republican  presidential 
hopefuls  take  turns  trying  to  out 
warmonger  each  other  on  Iran 
while  citing  the  national  debt 
and  budget  deficit  as  examples 
of  Washington’s  irresponsible 
behavior. 

Of  no  concern  is 
the  spending  on  multiple 
ongoing  wars,  weapons,  and 
the  maintenance  of  an  empire 
that  includes  military  outposts 
across  much  of  the  world. 

President  Obama  and 
his  administration  share  in  what 
truly  is  in  the  midst  of  an  age 
of  divisive  partisan  politics 
in  America,  a bi-partisan 
consensus. 

Regardless  of 

decline  or  for  that  matter,  any 
acknowledgement  of  reality 
when  it  comes  to  America’s 
place  in  the  world,  when  those 
in  Washington  are  forced  to 
actually  make  tough  fiscal 
decisions  in  the  future,  sadly, 
the  empire  will  likely  be  the  last 
thing  on  the  table. 


Editor’s 

Desk 


WELCOME  BACK  everyone! 

We  originally  weren’t  going  to  put  out  a paper  this 
week,  but  we’re  just  so  dedicated  that  we  couldn’t 
wait  any  longer! 

I hope  everyone  had  a great  summer.  College  goes 
by  so  fast,  I can’t  believe  Alex  and  I are  already 
juniors  - upperclassmen!  Pretty  soon  we’re  going 
to  go  out  in  to  the  world  and  actually  have  to  find 
jobs.  I don’t  even  want  to  think  about  it. 

However,  the  good  thing  about  being  a junior  is  that 
all  my  classes  are  more  or  less  in  the  same  bulding! 
Yes,  I am  that  lazy. 

What  do  you  think  about  our  first  issue  of  the  semes- 
ter? Send  us  an  email  with  your  thoughts  - or  your 
stories!  We’re  always  looking  for  help.  Thanks! 

Samantha  Fahey 

Co-Editor-In-Chief 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 


The  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those  of 
the  staff  or  of  the  university 
as  a whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a 'letter  to  the  editor^’  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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The  Westfield  Voice  OpEd 

DC  renovations,  for  better  or  worse? 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Over  the  end 
of  last  semester  and  during 
the  summer,  the  Dining 
Commons  (affectionately 
referred  to  as  the  DC)  got 
a much-needed  makeover. 

Students  who 
have  spent  semesters  at  WSU 
before  are  able  to  recall  the 
cramped  quarters  of  the 
DC  before  it  was  redone. 

Many  students 
recall  the  small  amount  of  chairs 
and  tables  that  were  available 
for  students,  which  became  a 
problem  during  busy  meal  times 
such  as  12:30  PM  and  6:00  PM. 

Students  used  to 
have  to  leave  the  DC  and  come 
back  at  a different  time,  or  use 
Pandini’s  for  additional  seating. 

However,  the  old 
DC  had  a certain  cozy  charm  to 
it  that  the  renovated  DC  lacks. 

The  colorful  booths 
that  gave  students  a more  private 
and  fun  place  to  eat  are  now 
gone  .Many  students,  myself 
included,  adored  the  booths 
and  wish  we  still  had  them. 

The  new  DC  is  more 
spacious  and  full  of  natural  light, 
both  of  which  are  excellent 
features.  The  large  windows  are 


Photo  by  WSU  Facebook  page 
Mixed  feelings  on  Dining  Commons  summer  renova- 
tions. 


a great  touch  because  they  let 
in  natural  light  and  allow  you 
to  look  at  our  beautiful  campus. 

The  extra  space 
allows  more  people  to  sit 
comfortably;  however,  people 
flood  the  DC  at  popular 
meal  times,  causing  long 
lines  in  the  serving  area. 

The  biggest 

problem  with  the  renovated 
DC  is  the  fact  that  the  Grill 
is  no  longer  self-serving. 

Now,  in  order  to 
get  a hamburger  or  other  grill 
item,  you  have  to  wait  in  line. 

You  don’t  get  the 
desired  amount  of  food  and 
have  to  wait  longer  to  get  it. 

Many  people  head 
to  the  EXT  during  lunchtime  in 
between  classes  and  need  to  grab 


something  quick.  Unfortunately, 
if  you  want  a grill  item,  this  is  no 
longer  possible.  You  either  have 
to  wait  or  get  something  else. 

The  DC  was 

also  renovated  on  the 

outside  and  now  looks  like 
it  doesn’t  belong  on  campus. 

It  could  be  worse, 
but  they  could  have  done  a 
better  job  of  integrating  the 
new  look  with  the  look  of  all  of 
the  other  buildings  on  campus. 

All  in  all, 

the  new  DC  is  spacious, 
clean  and  full  of  light. 

However,  the  long 

lines  and  hassles  that  came 
with  it  are  not  at  all  welcome. 
My  suggestion  is  to  bring 
back  the  self-serving  line  and 
all  will  go  more  smoothly. 


Editor’s 

Desk 


Wait,  hold  on  a second.  1 . The  summer  is  over?  and 
2.  I’m  a Junior?  Where  did  the  time  go...  seriously? 

Anyway,  WELCOME  BACK!  I hope  you  all  had  a 
wonderful  summer!  I did!  :)  Highlight:  Maroon  5 
with  my  co-editor  over  there  on  Page  4.  It  was  an 
absolutely  amazing  concert! 

What  else  did  I do?  I know  you’re  all  curious.... 
Worked  a lot  at  good  ‘ole  Shaw’s,  went  to  Old  Or- 
chard Beach,  took  a trip  to  North  Conway,  and  just 
enjoyed  the  summer! 

I’m  glad  to  be  back  doing  this  lovely  paper  and 
getting  back  into  the  routine  of  school.  I hope 
you  all  enjoy  the  first  issue!!  Good  luck  with  your 
classes  and  have  a great  weekend!! 

Adios, 

Alex  Myers 
Co-Editor-In-Chief 
amyers9330 @ westfield  .ma  .edu 


Opinion:  pocket  Bibles  in  Ely  lobby  offend  non-Christian  student 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


On  the  first  day 

of  classes,  Ely  Campus 
Center  was  busy  as  usual. 

Like  many  students, 
I had  an  8: IS  class  and  was 
casually  walking  down 
the  stairs  to  the  library. 

At  the  end  of  the 
stairs,  there  were  two  well- 

dressed  men  standing  by  a table 

covered  with  small  green  books. 

When  I got  to 
the  end  of  the  stairs,  I saw 
that  they  were  giving  the 


books  away  to  students. 

One  of  the  men 
handed  me  a notebook  and  I 
started  to  walk  to  the  library.  I 
figured  it  was  an  agenda  or  Just 
a small  notebook  to  write  in. 

However,  upon 
closer  inspection,  I saw  that 
it  was  the  New  Testament  and 
some  psalms.  I stared  at  the 
book  for  a moment,  puzzled  as 
to  why  they  would  be  handing 
these  out  on  a college  campus. 

Once  the 

shock  and  puzzlement 
wore  off,  I became  angry. 

I am  in  my 
sophomore  year  and  I 


don’t  recall  anything  like 
this  happening  before. 

Although  they 
didn’t  say  anything,  they 
offended  me  and  other  students 
that  don’t  practice  Christianity. 

There  are  many 
students  on  this  campus  that 
come  from  a variety  of  religions 
and  I’m  sure  they  didn’t 
appreciate  having  Christianity 
shoved  in  their  faces. 

Many  of  my 
friends,  and  myself  included, 
are  Atheists  and  were 
offended  by  the  peddling 
of  religion  on  our  campus. 

Wedidn’tappreciate 


having  something  we  want  no 
part  of  handed  out  to  us  when  we 
are  paying  to  get  an  education. 

I am  not  against 
religious  practices  or  anything 
of  the  sort  being  held  on 
campus,  I just  prefer  not  to 
have  it  pushed  at  me  when  I 
am  trying  to  get  an  education. 

After  1 collected 
my  thoughts  a bit,  I headed  to 
my  favorite  studying  spot  in 
the  back  of  the  library,  and  sure 
enough,  there  were  Bibles  there. 

Some  were 

on  the  tables  and  some 
were  even  wedged 
between  the  sofa  cushions. 


It  is  clear  to  me 
that  many  students  didn’t 
want  these  religious  texts. 

Now  what 

is  the  school  going  to  do 
with  them?  Many  are  still 
sitting  in  the  library. 

Religious  and 
non-religious  people  alike 
are  uncomfortable  with  this 
practice  and  I hope  that 
it  doesn’t  happen  again. 


Have  an  opinion? 
Write  about  it! 
thevoice  @ westfield. 
ma.edu 
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Amy  Poehler  - Bom  Sept  16,  1971 


Terrorist  Attacks  - Event  Sept  11 , 2001 


Tupac  Shakur  - Died  Sept  13, 1996 


Amy  grew  up  in  Bur- 
lington, Massachu- 
setts as  an  only  child. 
Because  of  her  New 
England  ancestry, 
she  is  distant  cousins 
with  author  Stephen 
King  and  Senator 
Scott  Brown.  She  at- 
tended Boston  Col- 
lege where  she  joined 


a comedy  troupe 
specializing  in  im- 
provisation. In  2001 
she  joined  the  cast  of 
Saturday  Night  Live. 
She  announced  she 
would  be  leaving  SNL 
in  2008  due  to  the  birth 
of  her  child  (her  hus- 
band is  comedy  actor 
Will  Arnett)  but  since 
then  she  has  been  a 
special  guest  on  the 
show  on  numerous 
occasions.  Her  co- 
medic experience  is 
extensive,  including 
appearing  in  Baby 
Mama  (2008),  and 
the  popular  television 
show  Parks  and  Rec- 
reation. 


The  September  11  at- 
tacks on  the  World 
Trade  Center  in  New 
York  City  were  a series 
of  calculated  kamikaze 
attacks  by  al-Qaeda 
upon  the  United  States. 
Hijackers  took  control 
of  two  airplanes  and  in- 
tentionally crashed  into 
the  twin  towers,  kill- 
ing everyone  on  board 
and  numerous  others 
working  in  the  build- 


ings. Both  buildings 
coUapsed  in  two  hours. 
The  hijackers  crashed 
a third  plane  into  the 
Pentagon  in  Arlington, 
Virginia  and  a fourth 
plane  into  a field  near 
rural  Pennsylvania  after 
some  of  the  passengers 
and  flight  crew  attempt- 
ed to  retake  control  of 
the  plane.  There  were 
no  survivors  from  any 
of  the  flights. 


Tupac  was  an  Ameri- 
can rapper  who  sold 
over  75  million  al- 
bums Worldwide 
and  was  named  86th 
Greatest  Artist  of 
All  Time  by  Roll- 
ing Stone  Magazine. 
Most  of  his  songs 
are  about  grow- 
ing up  surrounded 
by  violence  and 
destruction  in  ghet- 
tos, along  with 
racism  and  other 
social  problems,  in- 
cluding conflicts 
with  other  rappers 
during  the  East  Coast- 
West  Coast  hip-hop 
rivalry.  Violence 
was  not  only  promi- 


nent in  his  songs 
but  in  his  life  as 
well,  as  he  was 
convicted  of  sexual  I 
assault  in  1993.  In 
September  of  1996 
he  was  shot  in  Las 
Vegas,  Nevada  and 
died  of  respiratory 
failure  and  cardiac 
arrest. 


facts  courtesy  of  wUdpediacom 


Book  review:  Foundation  by  Isaac  Asimov 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


Isaac  Asimov  is  widely 
believed  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
writers  of  science  fiction  who 
have  ever  fived. 

I am  someone  who  shares 
that  belief. 

One  of  his  most  famous 
works  is  “Foundation”,  the  first 
and  the  title  book  of  one  of  science 
fiction’s  greatest  series,  standing 
next  to  other  masterworks  such 
as  Frank  Herbert’s  “Dune”  and 
Robert  A.  Heinlein’s  “Stranger  in 
a Strange  Land.” 

Thepremiseof ‘Foundation” 


involves  the  imminent  fall  of  a 
long  lasting  galactic  empire,  and 
the  use  of  a created  science  called 
psychohistory  to  allow  for  Hari 
Seldon,  an  aging  man,  to  plan  for 
the  future  of  humanity. 

This  is  done  through  the 
Foundation,  an  organization  set 
up  on  the  edge  of  the  galaxy 
bringing  together  the  best  minds 
to  preserve  human  knowledge 
through  the  fall  of  the  empire. 

Its  originality  and  depth  are 
rarely  matched,  the  protagonists 
are  weU  crafted,  and  you  really 
get  the  sense  of  the  grandness  of 
the  story  being  unfolded  before 
you,  despite  the  relative  small 
scale  of  the  setting  in  comparison 
to  the  size  of  the  galaxy. 


It’s  split  into  five  parts, 
each  taking  place  at  a different 
time  and  which  form  a cohesive 
whole. 

It  is  an  intellectual  novel, 
and  is  in  no  way  like  typical 
“space  operas”  - those  science 
fiction  books  moved  forward 
by  lasers,  battles  between  aliens 
(absent  here)  and  humans,  and 
the  like. 

Instead , science  ,philosophy , 
politics,  and  diplomacy  are  the 
major  driving  forces  and  the 
novel  is  all  the  better  for  it. 

There,  are  few  better  novels 
than  “Foundation”,  and  it  comes 
highly  recommended  along  with 
the  rest  of  the  series. 

10  out  of  10. 


FOuriPATiori 


photo  by  rluciani.com 
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Top  Movies  of 
Summer  2011 


1.  Rise  of  the  Planet 
of  the  Apes 


2.  Attack  the  Block 

3.  Harry  Potter  and 
the  Deathly  Hallows 

Part  II 

4.  X-Men:  First  Class 

5.  The  Tree  of  Life 

6.  Captain  America: 
The  First  Avenger 

7.  Bridesmaids 

8.  Midnight  in  Paris 

9.  Super  8 

10.  Transformers: 
Dark  of  the  Moon 

1 1 .  The  Guard 

12.  Pirates  of  the 
Caribbean:  On 
Stranger  Tides 


Top  Songs  of 
Summer  2011 


1 .  Katy  Perry  - Last 
Friday  Night  (t.g.i.f) 


2.  Bruno  Mars  - The 
Lazy  Song 

3.  Jason  Derulo- 
Don’t  Wanna  Go 
Home 

4.  Lupe  Fiasco  - The 
Show  Goes  On 

5.  Beyonce  - Who 
Run  the  World  (Girls) 

6.  Nicki  Minaj  - Did 

It  On  ‘em 

7.  Adele  - Rolling  in 

the  Deep 

8.  Jason  Aldean  - Dirt 

Road  Anthem 

9.  Britney  Spears  - 1 

Wanna  Go 

10.  Bon  Iver  - Cal- 
gary 


Top  Books  of 
Summer  2011 


1 .  Water  for  Elephants 
- Sara  Gruen 


2.  The  Help  - Kathryn 
Stockett 

3.  Room  - Emma 

Donoghue 

4.  Divergent  - Ve- 

ronica Roth 

5 . One  Day  - David 

Nicholls 

6.  Bossypants  - Tina 

Fey 

7.  Forever  - Maggie 

Stiefvater 

8.  Matched  - Ally 

COndie 

9.  Wither  - Lauren 

DeStefano 

10.  The  Last  Song 
. - Nicholas  Sparks 


Top  Albums  of 
Summer  2011 


4“- 

OuA  Ciiy  “Hil 


l.Owl  City -All 
Things  Bright  & 
Beautiful 


2.  Barry  Manilow  - 15 
Minutes 

3.  LMFAO  - Sorry 
For  Party  Rocking 

4.  Pitbull  - Planet  Pit 

5.  David  Cook  - This 
Loud  Morning 

6.  Beyonce - 4 

7.  Selena  Gomez 

- When  the  Sun  Goes 
Down 

8.  Blake  Shelton  - 
Red  River  Blue 

9.Colbie  Caillat-All 
of  You 

^ 10.  Red  Hot  Chili 
Peppers  - I’m  With 
You 


Top  Shows  of 
Summer  2011 


1 . True  Blood 

2.  Pretty  Little  Liars 

3.  Weeds 

,4.  Americas  Got 
Talent 

5.  White  Collar 

6.  Bum  Notice 

7.  Falling  Skies 

8.  The  Nine  Lives  of 
Chloe  King 

9.  Breaking  Bad 

' 10.  Leverage 

1 1 . The  Secret  Life  of 
the  American 

Teenager 

12.  Drop  Dead  Diva 

13.  Curb  Your 
Enthusiasm 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Sports 


Volleyball  wins,  women’s  soccer  ties  in  Tuesday  night  action  against  Elms 


photo  by  westfieldstateowh.com 

Members  of  Westfield’s  women’s  soccer  team  celebrate  after  a goal  against  Elms, 
at  3-3. 


Rob  Donoghue 

Sports  Editor 


Westfield  State’s 
women’s  volleyball  team 
improved  to  2-8  on  the  season 
by  taking  its  first  home  game 
of  the  year  in  straight  sets  over 
Elms  CoUege  (25-18,  25-17, 
25-12)  on  Tuesday,  September 
13. 

Sophomore  outside 
hitter  Julia  Warner  led  the  Owls 
in  the  3-0  win  with  10  kills. 
Junior  Kelsey  Leonard  had 
six  kills  and  nine  blocks  while 
senior  Alex  Shaw  had  seven 
kills. 

Senior  captain  Kerin 
DeGirolamo  had  16  assists  in 
the  win,  sophomore  Lindsay 
Rescott  finished  with  11  digs 
and  sophomore  Kayleigh  Shea 
had  nine  digs  and  two  aces. 

The  Owls  play  their 
next  five  games  on  the  road  and 


will  return  home  on  Wednesday, 
September  28  to  face  Worcester 
State. 

Leading  3-1  early 
in  the  second  half,  Westfield 
State’s  women’s  soccer  team 
allowed  Ehns  senior  midfielder 
Amanda  Alvarad  to  score  two 
second-half  goals  in  a 3-3 
double  overtime  tie  on  Tuesday 
night. 

Freshman  midfielder 
Ashleigh  Chretien  scored 
all  three  goals  for  the  Owls 
in  an  impressive  hat  trick 
performance. 

Chretien  scored  the' 
first  goal  of  the  game  just  five 
minutes  in  and  scored  her 
last  two  goals  in  the  first  five 
minutes  of  the  second  half. 

But  her  terrific  night 
was  not  enough  to  get  Westfield 
the  win  as  Alvarad  scored 
her  second  goal  of  the  game 
with  just  a few  minutes  left 
in  regulation  to  tie  the  game 


Neither  team  was  able 
to  score  in  the  two  overtime 
periods  forcing  the  game  to  end 
in  a tie. 


Junior  Kayley 

Miller  had  eight  shots  on  goal 
and  an  assists  for  Westfield. 
Sophomore  Jess  Habif  and 
freshman  Nicky  Stasz  both  saw 


time  in  net  for  the  Owls. 

Westfield  takes  on 
Bridgewater  State  this  Saturday, 
September  1 7 , at  3 :00  at  Alumni 
Field. 


Fall  2011  Intramurals 

Flag  Football 
3 vs.  3 Basketball 
Volleyball 
1 Pitch  Softball 
Wiffleball 


Rosters  are  available  outside  of  Parenzo  184 

Call  the  Intramural  Office 
at  x5424  for  further  details. 


X Upcoming  WSU  Home  Games 

Friday,  September  16 

Football  vs.  Western  New  England  @ 7:00  pjn. 


Saturday,  September  17 

Field  Hockey  vs.  Eastern  Connecticut  @ 12:00  p.m. 
Women’s  Soccer  vs.  Bridgewater  State  @ 3:00  p.m. 
Hiesday,  September  20 
Field  Hockey  vs.  Smith  College  @ 7:00  pjn. 
Wednesday,  September  21 
Women’s  Soccer  vs.  Eastern  Connecticut  @ 7:00  pji 

Support  your  Owls! 
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Gulls  score  3 1 second-half  points  in  comeback  win  over  Westfield 


The  Owls  had  to  re-  year,  completing  only  80  out  of 
place  Mr.  Do  It  All  Evan  Ber-  200  passes  and  finishing  with 
nache,  who  had  a monster  sea-  » 12  interceptions  and  just  five 
son  last  year  after  converting  touchdowns, 
to  running  back  from  wide  re-  But  Dow  showed  im- 

ceiver  during  the  middle  of  his  provement  against  Endicott  as 
senior  season.  he  threw  for  a career  high  259 

Westfield  sure  seemed  yards  on  17-33  passes  with  two 


photo  by  Nancy  Bals 

Wide  receiver  Kane  Terilli  had  134  receiving  yards  and  a touchdown  for  Westfield. 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


Coming  off  a narrow 
21-20  victory  over  Nichols  Col- 
lege two  weeks  ago,  the  West- 
field  State  Owls  football  team 
hoped  to  carry  some  of  that  mo- 
mentum into  last  week’s  game 
against  the  Endicott  College 
Gulls. 

Unfortunately,  that 
momentum  lasted  only  for  the 
first  half  - and  games  are  not 
over  after  30  minutes,  they  are 
over  after  60  - as  the  Owls  lost 
45-24  after  17-14  at  halftime. 

The  Endicott  game 
was  the  Owls  home  opener  and 
fans  of  the  team  saw  many  new 
faces  and  not  a lot  of  old  ones. 
The  team  has  80  players  on  its 
roster  and  45  of  them  are  new- 
comers. The  team  only  has  10 
seniors  on  the  roster  and  41 
freshmen. 

As  head  coach  Steve 
Marino  said  in  a recent  Spring- 
field  Republican  article,  “We 
had  31  kids  on  our  roster  last 
year  who  are  either  not  play- 
ing football  or  nrt  returning  to 
school. 

“I’ve  been  at  this  22 
years,  and  I don’t  have  an  an- 
swer for  it.  You  see  kids  you 
thought  lived  and  died  for 
football,  and  they  don’t  come 
back.” 


to  miss  Bemache  last  week 
as  they  only  accumulated  21 
rushing  yards  on  22  carries  as 
a team  (negative  two  net  yards 
after  sacks  are  factored  in). 

Due  to  the  lack  of  an 
effective  running  game,  the 
Owls  had  to  rely  heavily  on  se- 
nior quarterback  Tyler  Dow. 

Dow  struggled  last 


touchdowns  and  one  intercep- 
tion. 

Dow  found  tight  end 
Kane  Terilli  (who  caught  4 balls 
for  134  yards)  midway  through 
the  first  quarter  for  a 31 -yard 
touchdown  and  then  later  found 
speedy  wide  receiver  Kevin 
Parnell  for  a 7-yard  score. 

On  the  defensive  side. 


defensive  back  Mike  Szydlows- 
ki  led  Westfield  with  13  tackles, 
while  linebackers  Kevin  Duffy 
and  Justin  Ehrhardt  who  both 
had  10  respectively. 

The  Westfield  defense 
could  not  contain  the  Gulls  of- 
fense in  the  second  half  how- 


ever as  they  showed  a balanced 
attack  as  senior  running  back 
Mike  Lane  rushed  for  217  yards 
on  38  carries  with  one  touch- 
down. 

Endicott  senior  quar- 
terback Phil  Konopka  threw  for 
two  scores  and  255  yards  pass- 
ing. Sophomore  wide  out  Mike 
Murphy  and  senior  receiver 


Mike  Fimiani  each  had  touch- 
downs catches  for  the  Gulls. 
With  the  win,  the  Gulls  now  im- 
prove to  2-0  on  the  season. 

Westfield’s  record 
on  the  other  hand  now  falls  to 
1-1  this  season.  Tonight  the 
Owls  face  off  against  the  West- 
ern New  England  University 
Golden  Bears  at  7:00  at  Alumni 
Field. 

The  Golden  Bears  are 
also  1-1  and  are  coming  off  a 
19-14  loss  at  the  hands  of  Mass 
Maritime. 

But  Western  New 
England  was  missing  their  se- 
nior leader  quarterback  Bryce 
Brown  due  to  injury. 

Brown  threw  for  248 
yards  and  two  scores  and  ran 
for  145  and  another  two  scores 
in  the  first  game  of  the  season. 

The  young  Owls  de- 
fense must  be  ready  for  whoever 
plays  quarterback  and  hopefully 
the  return  of  senior  defensive 
back  Ryan  O’Connell,  who  did 
not  play  last  week  because  of  an 
injury,  will  help. 

Another  important  key 
for  the  Owls  this  week  is  for  the 
young  offensive  line  to  handle 
the  pressure  and  allow  Dow 
more  time  in  the  pocket  to  make 
some  throws. 

The  offensive  line 
starts  three  freshmen  so  Dow 
needs  to  have  a running  game 
to  help  him  out  against  Western 
New  England. 


Rivard  and  Principato  named  MASCAC  soccer  players  of  the  week 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Junior  forward 

Leann  Rivard  (Chicopee/ 
Comp  HS)  was  selected 
as  the  MassachusettsState 
Collegiate  Athletic  Conference 
(MASCAC)  women’s  soccer 
co-player  of  the  week  on 
Monday,  September  12. 

Rivard  tallied  four 
goals  and  an  assist  for  the  Owls 


Leann  Rivard 


(4-1-1),  including  two  goals  in 
a 2-0  win  over  Vassar  and  an 
assist  in  a big  1-0  victory  over 
Springfield  College. 

She  also  scored  a 
goal  in  a 3-2  triumph  over 
Keene  State  and  a 3- 1 win  over 
Husson. 

Westfield  State 

University  junior  midfielder 
Jon  Principato  (Stoneham, 
Mass.)  was  selected  as  the 
MASCAC  men’s  soccer  co- 
player of  the  week. 


Jon  Principato 


Principato  netted  a pair 
of  goals  and  three  assists  for 
the  3-1  Owls,  including  the 
game-winning  tally  in  a 3-2 
comeback  victory  at  the  Sage 
Colleges. 

He  added  a marker  in 
a 2-0  victory  over  Johnson  & 
Wales  to  go  with  a pair  of  assists 
in  a 4-1  win  over  Albertus 
Magnus. 

Photos  by  WSU 
Athletic  Department 
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Sports 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 

. . , By.'^Rob  Donogbufy 

' ■ Sports  Edito^*- 


How  someone 

becomes  a fan  of  a certain  team 
is  a curious  thing. 

Why,  for  example,  are 
there  people  living  in  the  New 
England  area  who  are  die-hard 
fans  of  the  Miami  Dolphins  or 
New  York  Jets? 

I knew  kids  growing 
up,  and  students  on  this  campus, 
whose  favorite  football  team  is 
the  Miami  Dolphins. 

Now  if  you  grew  up 
in  the  Miami  area  or  have  some 
connection  to  the  team  or  city 
that’s  one  thing. 

But  Miami  is  over  1400 
miles  from  Boston  and  the 
Dolphins  haven’t  won  a Super 
Bowl  sine  Mercury  Morris 
graced  the  white  and  teal. 

The  team  hasn’t  even 
been  a real  threat  since  Dan 
Marino  took  his  talents  from 


South  Beach  to  a CBS  studio. 

So  back  to  the  original 
question;  what  make  someone 
become  a fan  of  a certain  team? 

Some  people  like  teams 
because  of  a certain  player  they 
have.  Some  fans  use  jersey 
colors  or  mascots  as  the  reason 
for  liking  a team. 

I became  a fan  of  the 
Buffalo  Bills  (although  no  team 
will  ever  be  above  the  Patriots 
in  my  heart)  because  Drew 
Bledsoe  was  traded  fir)m  the 
Pats  to  Western  New  York. 

Bledsoe  was  my  favorite 
NFL  player  growing  up  and  1 
wanted  him  to  succeed  when  he 
was  traded. 

Things  didn’t  work  out 
too  well  after  his  first  couple 
seasons  in  Buffalo  but  1 still 
followed  the  team  and  root  for 
them  now. 


Then,  of  course,  you  have 
the  bandwagon  hoppers  who 
are  always  cheering  for  the 
new  “it”  team  - whether  it’s 
the  Miami  Heat  or  Philadelphia 
Eagles,  there’s  always  a new 
team  expected  to  be  the  best 
that  people  suddenly  become 
fans  of. 

But  should  fans  always 
be  loyal  to  their  “home  town” 
team?  It’s  an  interesting 
question.  Some  people  think 
you’re  a traitor  if  you  live  in 
Massachusetts  and  cheer  for  the 
Yankees,  Cowboys  or  Knicks. 

1 could  really  care  less 
what  team  you  root  for.  1 just 
like  to  try  and  understand  your 
reason  for  being  a fan  of  a 
particular  team. 

One  of  my  best  friends 
has  always  been  a big  Eagles 
fan  growing  up  because  his  dad 


and  family  were  originally  from 
Philadelphia. 

But  then  I had  a friend 
who  was  an  obnoxiously 
boisterous  Dolphins  fan  with 
no  good  reason  for  that  choice 
- except  of  course  that  certain 
people  just  want  to  be  different 
and  go  against  what  the  majority' 
of  people  are  doing. 

In  any  event,  it  was 
nice  to  see  the  Patriots  kick 
the  Dolphins  ass  on  Monday 
night.  To  all  the  Dolphins  fans 
out  there:  first  off,  why?  And 
second,  maybe  next  year... 

- Finally,  as  a Notre  Dame 
fan,  which  1 became  because 
my  dad  grew  up  Catholic  in  a 
house  of  Irish  fans,  it’s  going  to 
be  a long  season. 

Two  turnover  filled 
crushing  defeats  to  mediocre 
opponents  should  set  the  tone 


for  his  the  20 1 1 season  will  play 
out. 

A top-25  preseason 
ranking  and  BCS  bowl 
aspirations  may  already  be  out 
the  window  after  a disheartening 
start  to  the  season. 

By  the  way,  for  those  of 
you  don’t  know  me  my  name  is 
Rob  Donoghue  and  I’m  a junior 
here  at  WSU. 

I’m  the  Sports  Editor  for 
the  Westfield  Voice  (although 
that  could  be  changing  soon 
- more  on  that  in  the  future) 
and  write  a weekly  column 
about  random  thoughts  and 
observations  in  the  world  of 
sports. 

If  you  have  any  questions 
or  comments  or  are  interested 
in  writing  about  sports  for  the 
Voice,  send  your  emails  to 
the  voice  @ westfield  jna  .edu . 


f DOl 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  2 to 
westfieldvoicesports@yahoo£om 


All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  September  18. 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  wiimer. 

Good  luck! 


Week  2 Games 

Rob 

Donoghue 

Matt 

Jardin 

Steve 

Kligerman 

T>ler 

Morissette 

Kansas  City  at  Detroit 

DET 

DET 

DET 

DET 

Oakland  at  Buffalo 

BUF 

BUF 

BUF 

BUF 

Tampa  Bay  at  Minnesota 

TB 

MIN 

TB 

MIN 

Chicago  at  New  Orleans 

NO 

NO 

NO 

cm 

Baltimore  at  Tennessee 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

wBAL 

Cleveland  at  Indianapolis 

IND 

CLE 

CLE 

CLE 

Jacksonville  at  N.Y.  Jets 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

Seattle  at  Pittsburgh 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

Arizona  at  Washington 

ATL 

ARI 

WAS 

ARI 

Green  Bay  at  Carolina 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

Dallas  at  San  Francisco 

DAL 

DAL 

SF 

DAL 

San  Diego  at  New  England 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

Houston  at  Miami 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

Cincinnati  at  Denver 

DEN 

CIN 

CIN 

DEN 

Philadelphia  at  Atlanta 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

ATL 

St.  Louis  at  N.Y.  Giants 

NYG 

NYG 

STL 

NYG 

Season  Record 

- 

- 

- 

• 
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Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
If  you  end  up  encountering 
a number  of  unpredictable 
situations,  just  remember  to 
remain  as  flexible  as  possible 
if  you  want  to  come  through 
everything  unscathed.  And 
don’t  be  surprised  if  you  find 
an  important  relationship 
starting  to  get  a little  intense. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 

If  some  difficult  financial  issues 
end  up  popping  up  this  week, 
you  won’t  really  be  seeing  eye 
to  eye  with  someone  and  there 
are  bound  to  be  a few  conflicts 
to  have  to  deal  with. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
If  there  are  a number  of 
different  things  for  you  to  have 
to  take  care  of,  you  really  won’t 
be  in  the  mood  to  want  to  deal 
with  all  your  obligations.  It’ll 
soon  be  decision  time  for  you 
when  it  comes  to  an  important 
relationship  matter. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 
21) 

You’ll  really  be  eager  to  have 
a good  time  this  week.  But 
your  energies  will  be  a little 
scattered  and  you’ll  find  it  a 
bit  hard  to  focus. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
Just  realize  that  a romantic 
situation  will  be  starting  to 
get  much  more  serious  for 
you  in  the  days  ahead.  Some 
family  members  are  bound  to 
be  behaving  a bit  erratically 
though. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
You  should  be  able  to  talk  your 
way  into  just  about  anything. 
And  lots  of  short  trips,  meetings 
and  get-togethers  will  really  be 
keeping  you  busy  right  now. 
Your  family  will  be  expecting 
a lot  from  you  also. 


Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

You’ll  really  be  able  to  use 
your  charm  to  get  what  you 
want.  You  better  be  prepared 
to  deal  with  some  unexpected 
conflicts  with  a few  of 
your  friends  though.  Good 
communication  will  be  very 
important  right  now. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

You’ll  be  feeling  a little 
impulsive  at  the  moment,  and 
you’re  bound  to  fly  off  the 
handle  a little  more  easily  than 
usual  right  now.  Just  be  careful 
that  your  attitude  doesn’t  end 
up  agitating  some  important 
people. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

You  won’t  really  be  thinking 
all  that  clearly  this  week,  and 
you’re  bound  to  be  coming  up 
with  some  rather  impractical 
ideas  where  your  money  is 
concerned. 

Gemini 

(May  22  - June  21) 

A few  old  resentments  are 
bound  to  be  coming  to  the 
surface  this  week.  And  some 
misunderstandings  over  money 
win  really  end  up  testing  your 
patience. 

Cancer 

(June  22  - July  22) 

Some  wise  friends  should 
be  able  to  help  you  keep  any 
disagreements  from  getting  too 
out  of  hand  right  now.  You’ll 
be  able  to  accomplish  an  awful 
lot,  and  you’ll  really  end  up 
making  a great  impression  on 
other  people 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

If  you  end  up  getting  into 
conflicts  with  a few  difficult 
people,  just  try  to  resolve 
things  the  best  you  can. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 
com 
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Back  to  School 
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ASSIGNMENTS 

GYMNASIUM 

PENCILS 

BACKPACK 

HALLWAY 

PENS 

BATHROOM 

HOMEWORK 

PRINCIPAL 

BELL 

INTERCOM 

QUIZZES 

BINDER 

JANITOR 

ROLL  CALL 

CAFETERIA  ' 

LANGUAGE  ARTS 

RULES 

CHALKBOARD 

LEARNING 

SCHOOL  BUS 

CLASSROOM 

LIBRARY 

SCHOOL  OFHCE 

CLOCK 

LOCKER 

SCHOOLYARD 

COURSES 

LUNCHROOM 

SCIENCE 

DESK 

MATH 

SECRETARY 

DOORS 

NEW  FRIENDS 

SEPTEMBER 

ENROLL 

NOTEBOOK 

SOCIAL  STUDIES 

ERASER 

NURSE 

STUDENT 

EXAMS 

OLD  FRIENDS 

STUDY 

FIRST  DAY 

PADLOCK 

TEACHER 

PAPER 

(cj  daily  Sudokj  Lid  201 1 . All  ilglifc 
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TOMMY  D’S  “PUB  GRUB” 


Drink  Specials: 
Malibu  black  & coke  - $4^0 
All  Baccardi  mm  - $4.00 


Washington 
apples  & 
apple  jack 
-$4.25 


Black  Cadil- 
lac shots 
- $5.25 


Now  serving  a Wing  & 
Beer  combo  for  $8.95 


Gin  & 
Tonic  - 
$3.25 

Cooled 
Corona  - 
$4.25 


1 BUD  & BUDLGHT  BOTTLES  FOR 

1 $2.25 

lASD  $0.75  DRAFT  BUD  & BUDLIGHT 

Career  Fair 


Government, 
Criminal  Justice 
and  Non  Profit 


Open  to  All  Majors! 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  13,2011 
1:30-4PM 
The  Woodward  Center 
Westfield  State  University 
Westfieid.MA 


SPCWSORED  BY 

C<XLEGE  CAREER  CENTERS  OF  WESTERN  BASS 
AmeRcan 

Ba^rPatf!  Coftege 
&ns  Colege 

Ffcxyote  ComoKWtf  CrOegs 

Spnn^i^Techrecal  Comnwiv  Cotlege 
Westem  Maa  SngEand  linnet^ 

Wesme»i£tat£  Urwer^ 

For  More  infoimation  Cantai 

The  Caeer  Center.  WesrSeldStae  UnverBtjr,  LammefS  Vmex 
Phofw  <413)  572-5206  • Emai;  care6rs@*estfieid.ma.edu 
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Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  pjn.-8:00  p.m. 


Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Bookstore 

Library 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 

8 a.m.  - 12:00  ajn. 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

Friday 

Friday 

Wednesday 

8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

Saturday  & Sunday 

Friday 

10  ajn.  - 6 pjn. 

10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 

8:30  a.ni.  - 4:00  p.fn. 

Sunday 

Saturday 

1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Pandini’s 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Everyday 

Closed  Sunday 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  ajn. 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Monday  - Thursday 

Saturday 

The  Perch 

8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Friday  & Saturday 

Friday 

Sunday 

8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  ajn. 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
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More  renovations  to  WSU  campus  beginning  spring  of  2012 


Theron  Fuller 

Voice  Reporter 


Westfield  State  students 
recently  returned  from  summer 
break  to  see  the  Dining  Commons 
with  a new  look. 

The  walls  of  windows  have 
brightened  up  the  building  and  the 
expanded  seating  area  has  been 
crucial  to  fitting  all  of  the  students 
for  meals.  More  improvements  are 
to  come  in  the  future. 

ADD  Incorporated,  an 
architectural  design  company,  is 
looking  to  expand  upon  Ely  and  the 
fitness  center. 

Plans  also  include  building 
a new  residential  hall  that  will  be 
situated  between  Ely  and  Lammers 
Hall. 

The  idea  behind  the 
renovations  to  Ely  is  to  open  up 
communal  areas  by  using  windows 
and  reconstructing  the  lower  levels 
into  a courtyard. 

The  courtyard  would  be  a 
sub  ground  level  addition,  located 
underneath  the  library. 

This  would  provide 
students  with  a place  to  sit  outside 
and  enjoy  the  day. 

The  fitness  center  will 
be  opened  up  to  about  14,000 


square  feet,  making  the  space  more 
maneuverable  and  allowing  more 
students  to  work  out  at  one  time. 

The  added  space  also 
leaves  room  for  the  possibility  of 
additional  weight  equipment  or 


aerobic  machines. 

The  most  extreme 
renovation  would  be  the  new 
residential  living  space.  University 
Hall,  as  it  will  be  named. 

It  will  be  located  between 


Ely  and  Lammers.  University  Hall 
would  be  composed  of  two  wings. 
North  and  South,  with  a walkway 
connecting  the  two  structures. 

There  would  be  enough 
space  for  413  beds  between  the 


two  wings  with  commodities  that 
would  be  expected  in  a residential 
hall  including  study  lounges,  social 
areas  and  kitchen. 

The  outside  of  the  building 
will  be  just  as  exciting  as  the  inside. 


Plans  are  made  to  include  a walkway 
that  illustrates  the  history  of  WSU,  a 
fire  pit,  and  a gathering  area. 

There  is  an  issue  of  the  hall 
eliminating  the  parking  space  and 
the  road  that  goes  by  Ely. 

Ely  Road  would  have 
to  be  reconstructed  to  go  behind 
University  Hall  and  connect  back 
to  the  existing  road  that  is  currently 
in  place.  A parking  lot  would  be 
constructed  behind  Lammers  to 
solve  the  parking  situation. 

According  to  Jerry  Hayes, 
the  Vice  President  of  Administration 
and  Finance,  the  renovations  to  Ely 
will  come  to  about  $10.8  million 
dollars  and  construction  will  begin 
in  the  spring  of  2012  and  end  in 
September  of  the  same  year. 

University  Hall  will  total 
around  $55  million  dollars  and 
begin  in  the  spring  of  2012  and  be 
completed  in  September  of  2013. 

WSU  is  an  ever-  expanding 
college,  and  moving  our  campus 
forward  to  accommodate  these 
expansions  only  makes  sense. 

The  changes  to  our  campus 
will  bring  about  new  experiences  and 
interactions  with  students  and  their 
surrounding  academic  environment. 

The  next  few  years  will  be 
exciting  as  these  renovations  start  to 
take  place. 


Photo  by  Alex  McConnon 
What  is  now  a parking  lot  will  become  University  Hall,  another 
living  option,  come  September  2013. 
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Friday,  Sept.  23 

9;00pjw.-WSKB  Rage 
Dance  Party 
Third  World  Room 


Saturday,  Sept.  24 

9:30  am.  - Family  Day 
Campus  Green 

1:00 pm.  - Football  vs. 
Worcester  State 
Alumni  Field 

6:00pm.  - Men’s  soccer 
vs.  Mass  Maritime 
Alumni  Field 

8:00pm.  - Movie: 
Transformers  Dark  of 
the  Moon 
Ely  Lounge 


Sunday,  Sept.  25 

8:00pm.  - Movie; 
Transformers  Dark  of 
the  Moon 
Ely  Lounge 


Westfield  State  goes  green  and  saves  money  with  solar  panels 


Joshua  Clark 

^ Voice  Reporter 

Westfield  State 

University  has  become 
greener  in  recent  years,  with 
many  efforts  bringing  the 
campus’  environmental  impact 
down  to  a minimum. 

Since  March  of  2011, 
there  have  been  534  new  solar 
panels  atop  of  Wilson  and  Bates 
Halls,  aimed  at  saving  money  on 
electricity  and  helping  to  save 
the  planet  from  unnecessary 
carbon  emissions. 

This  project’s  overall 
cost  was  $520,000. 

It  was  funded  mostly 
by  the  university,  but  the  state’s 
Clean  Renewable  Energy 
Bonds  initiative  and  the  federal 
American  Reinvestment  and 
Recovery  Act  helped  fund  the 
project. 

This  project,  however, 
will  pay  for  itself  in  15  years, 
according  to  wwlp.com. 

A1  Weisz,  project 
engineer  from  the  Massachusetts 
Division  of  Capital  Asset 
Management,  said  that  Wilson 
and  Bates  were  “easily  adaptable 
to  installation.” 

182  panels  were 
installed  atop  Bates  while  352 
were  installed  atop  Wilson, 
bringing  the  total  to  534. 

According  to  Weisz, 
the  electricity  generated  from 


these  solar  panels  has  saved 
quite  a lot  of  energy. 

Since  March,  306 
trees,  1380  gallons  of  gasoline, 
and  12  tons  of  C02  gas  have 
been  saved  through  the  use  of 
these  panels. 

To  keep  track  of  the 
energy  saved  by  these  solar 
panels,  monitors  have  been 
placed  in  the  foyers  of  Wilson 
and  Bates. 

These  monitors  show 
the  energy  and  money  saved,  the 
kilowatts  of  electricity  created, 
among  other  information. 

Not  only  does  it  save 
energy,  but  it  also  saves  WSU 
money. 

The  system  is  designed 
to  save  $15,000  to  $20,000  in 
electricity  costs  annually,  but 
through  built-up  solar  credits, 
the  college  will  also  save 
$39,000. 

This  total  savings  of 
almost  $60,000  produces  up  to 
17,043  kilowatts  of  electricity, 
therefore  making  the  project 
seemingly  worthwhile. 

Even  with  six  inches 
of  snow  on  top  of  the  panels 
and  on  cloudy  days,  they  will 
still  generate  energy,  wwlp.com 
said. 

Dobelle  noted  to  The 
Republican,  the  daily  newspaper 
of  Springfield,  MA,  that  the 
solar  project  is  another  effort  to 
make  our  campus  greener. 

Curt  D.  Robie, 


Photo  courtesy  of  wwlp  .com 
Solar  panels  installed  atop  Wilson  Hall  and  Bates  Hall 
are  saving  WSU  over  $15,000  in  electricity  costs. 


Assistant  Vice  President  of 
College  Operations,  adds 
that  installing  these  solar 
panels  has  helped  science  and 
environmental  science  classes 
through  use  of  the  Solar  Photo- 
Voltaic  System. 

Robie  said,  “[The 
students]  can  go  online  to  look 
at  what  we’re  producing  in  each 
project.” 

Other  efforts 

have  included  Polarwave 
microfridges  that  have  been 
installed  throughout  the 
dormitories,  which  shuts  off 
the  refrigerator  while  the 
microwave  is  in  use. 


Also,  the 

comprehensive  recycling 

program  in  use  through  our 
on-campus  Green  Team  helps 
promote  a green  environment 
on  campus. 

Senator  Mike  Knapik 
and  Secretary  of  Energy  and 
Environmental  Affairs  Richard 
K.  Sullivan  joined  President 
Evan  Dobelle  in  a review  of  the 
panel  installation,  according  to 
an  article  on  westfield.ma.edu. 

Sullivan  said  this 
project  would  be  “significant” 
in  reducing  fossil  fuel  emissions 
while  also  saving  a lot  of  money 
for  the  WSU  campus. 
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The  Big  E’s  annual  return 

Kelsey  Thibodeau 

Voice  Reporter 


Photo  by  boston.com 
The  Eastern  States  Exposition  in  West  Springfield,  also 
known  as  The  Big  E,  is  a fun  attraction  for  all. 


If  you’ve  never 
been  to  the  Big  E,  or  even  if 
you  have,  then  you  probably 
wouldn’t  know  how  lucky  we 
are  to  be  so  close  to  such  a 
famous  attraction. 

Originally  created 
to  boost  the  regions  farming 
industry,  the  Eastern  States 
Exposition  located  in  West 
Springfield  first  opened  in 
1917,  and  has  only  halted 
production  for  the  two  World 
Wars. 

The  Big  E is  the 
sixth  largest  fair  in  the  world. 

The  animals,  food, 
vendors,  rides  and  concerts 
provide  something  for  every 
one  of  the  million  visitors  to 
do. 

It  sometimes 
requires  more  than  one  day  to 
see  it  all. 

The  Big  E allows 
you  to  visit  all  of  the  six  New 
England  states  in  one  day. 

The  Avenue  of 
States  has  reproductions  of 
all  the  original  statehouses, 
and  within  each  one  you  can 
experience  the  “heritage,  food 
and  traditions”  from  each 
state. 


Some  of  the 
favorites  are  the  Maine  baked 
potatoes,  Ben  and  Jerry’s  ice 
cream  from  Vermont  and  each 
state’s  lottery. 

Going  to  The  Big 
E lets  visitors  experience  what 
New  England  was  like  in  the 
early  19*^  century,  when  you 
walk  through  Storrowtown 
Village,  across  from  the  Avenue 
of  States. 

The  Big  E also 
offers  the  daily  Mardi-Gras 


parades,  many  great  concerts, 
the  annual  hatching  of  chicks 
and  the  Better  Living  Center, 
which  houses  vendors  from 
all  around  the  world,  including 
Ireland  and  Italy. 

People  that  have 
gone  to  the  Big  E could  talk  for 
hours  about  all  it  has  to  offer. 

If  you’ve  never 
been  to  the  Big  E,  this  is  your 
year  to  go  and  see  what  all  the 
fuss  is  about.  Hurry,  the  fair  is 
only  here  until  October  2"'*. 


Occupiers  protest  on  Wall  Street  in  NYC 


Nadine  Boes 
Voice  Reporter 


Saturday,  September 
17'*’,  marked  the  first  day  of 
what  is  set  to  be  a month  long 
occupation  of  Wall  Street  in 
New  York  City. 

Occupiers  claim  to 
have  one  demand:  end  corporate 
greed  and  domination. 

Protesters  plan  to  set 
up  camp  along  the  street  and  in 
parks  near  the  financial  district. 
Their  goal  is  to  stay  there  until 


December  in  an  attempt  to 
express  dissatisfaction  with 
the  current  level  of  disparity 
between  the  wealthiest 
Americans  and  the  middle- 
class. 

AccordingtoCitigroup, 
an  American  multinational 
financial  service,  “the  richest 
1 percent  [of  Americans]  has 
more  financial  wealth  than  the 
bottom  95  percent  combined.” 

This  along  with  the 
fact  that  General  Electric,  an 
American  business  giant  that 
earned  $14.2  billion  in  profits 
in  2010,  paid  no  federal  taxes 


in  the  same  year,  have  pushed 
protesters  to  seek  what  they  call 
an  American  “Tahrir  moment”. 

There  has  been  little 
coverage  by  major  media  outlets 
but  with  the  help  of  social 
networking  sites  like  Twitter, 
the  occupation  has  continued. 
Online  hacktivist  group 
Anonymous  is  also  involved  in 
promoting  the  protest. 

Police  presence  has 
gotten  heavier  and  so  far 
there  have  been  at  least  seven 
reported  arrests,  but  according 
to  the  NYPD  there  are  no  plans 
for  permanent  removal. 


Student 

Spotlight 


Name:  Stephen  Felde 
Hometown:  Lowell,  MA 
Major:  Communication 

If  you  could  go  back  in  time  where  would  you  go 
and  why? 

I would  go  to  the  dinosaur  era  to  take  a ride  on  the 
back  of  a T-Rex. 

Favorite  part  about  the  fall? 

The  change  in  weather. 

Are  you  involved  with  any  clubs  or  organizations  on 
campus? 

I play  rugby  and  I’m  on  different  intramural  teams 
throughout  the  year. 

If  you  could  trade  lives  with  someone  for  a day  who 
would  it  be? 

No  one,  I like  being  me. 

Pandini’s  or  Quixote's? 

Tough  one.  I’d  probably  say  Pandini’s. 

Last  thing  you  watched  on  TV? 

The  Red  Sox  game  against  Baltimore. 

What  is  something  people  would  be  surprised  to 
know  about  you? 

I like  to  rock  out  to  Britney  Spears 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the 
spotlight  - or  know  someone  who 
deserves  it  - email 
thevoice@wsc.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Competency  and  Conservatism 


Photo  by  wfae.org 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


My  name  is  Brady 
Kerr  and  I will  be  writing  the 
conservative  column  for  the 
Westfield  Voice  this  year. 

I am  a Political 
Science  and  History  major  in 
my  Junior  year. 

For  this  week’s 
column,  it  seemed  imperative 
to  give  the  reader  a good  idea 
of  what  our  political  columns 
would  be  about. 

I am  a proud 
Republican  who  favors 
effective  government  and 
believes  that  big  government 
bureaucracy  sometimes  causes 
more  problems  than  it  solves. 

However,  1 would 
like  to  state  that  1 am  not  a true 
right-wing  conservative  and 
will  often  part  ways  with  the 
Tea  Party  movement. 

Hence  the  name  of 
the  column,  “Competency  and 
Conservatism.” 

Regarding  the  current 
Republican  Presidential  field, 
most  political  scientists  will 
tell  you  that  it  is  a two-man 
race. 

Even  more  than  that  it 


is  a race  between  establishment 
conservatism  versus  populist 
conservatism. 

Former  Massachusetts 
Governor  Mitt  Romney  is  the 
establishment  candidate  and 
current  Texas  Governor  Rick 
Perry  is  the  populist  candidate. 

Although  Romney 
is  conservative,  his  moderate 
record  will  constantly  be 
contrasted  by  the  firebrand 
conservative  Rick  Perry. 

I am  a supporter  of 
Governor  Romney  because 
I feel  he  values  competency 
over  ideology. 

The  race,  according  to 
most  jxrlls,  has  Governor  Perry 
as  the  frontrunner  with  29%  of 
the  vote  compared  to  Governor 
Romney’s  19%. 

We  are  heading  into  a 
heated  primary  season  and  this 
race  is  far  from  over. 

Mark  my  words:  by 
the  time  of  Super  Tuesday  next 
year,  none  of  these  numbers 
will  be  accurate. 

It  just  goes  to  show 
that,  in  politics,  anything  can 
happen,  especially  with  five 
months  to  go  until  voting. 

Comparing  President 
Obama’s  record  with  the 
Republican  field  offers  very 


interesting  statistics. 

Currently  the  polls 
show  that  a Republican  would 
beat  the  President  by  0.5%  in  a 
general  election. 

The  polling  does 
suggest  the  President  will 
have  a tough  reelection  on 
his  hands,  with  a virtual  tie  in 
the  polls  between  him  and  his 
opponent. 

If  we  look  at  the  two 
front-runners  and  how  they 
match  up  with  the  President, 
an  interesting  pattern  arises. 

Based  on  average, 
Rick  Perry  loses  to  President 
Obama  in  the  general  election 
by  42.5%  to  the  President’s 
47.8%. 

Governor  Perry  loses 
to  the  President  by  an  average 
of  5-7  percentage  points  in 
every  poll  except  ABC  News. 
This  is  a close  race. 

However,  looking  at 
how  Mitt  Romney  stacks  up 
against  the  President,  there  is  a 
remarkable  difference. 

President  Obama 
beats  Mitt  Romney  by  0.9%  in 
a general  election  match  up. 

Still,  it  is  evenly  split 
among  the  polls,  as  Governor 
Romney  beats  the  President 
in  three  out  of  seven  polls 
conducted. 

And  the  trend 

continues...  when  Mitt 
Romney  loses,  it  is  usually  by 
less  than  one  whole  percentage 
point.  It  is  a fascinating  look 
into  politics. 

Rick  Perry  holds  a 
lead  over  Mitt  Romney,  but  the 
Massachusetts  Governor  has  a 
better  overall  chance  of  beating 
the  incumbent  President. 

This  is  the  reason  I 
back  Mitt  Romney.  His  support 
among  independents  is  very 
important. 

I think  Governor 
Romney  would  be  the 
strongest  nominee  and  will 
be  able  to  take  his  message  of 
job  creation  to  the  President 
without  alienating  everyday 
Americans. 


Hi  everyone! 


We  had  to  do  a joint  “desk”  this  week.  Not  that  we 
mind,  we  kind  of  like  eachother.  So  this  is  going  to 
make  me  sound  like  a couch  potatoe,  but  there  were 
so  many  good  season  premieres  this  week!  How 
I Met  Your  Mother,  Glee,  SVU,  the  Office.  Pretty 
good  week  of  TV  if  I do  say  so  myself! 

P.S.  This  is  Samantha.  Could  you  tell? 

Alex  here  now, 

I don’t  have  much  to  say  except  that  I’m  really 
excited  for  SVU  tonight.  NOT  excited  that  Christo- 
pher Meloni  is  gone,  but  it’s  still  SVU  all  the  same. 
The  only  TV  I have  been  watching  lately  is  the  Red 
Sox  and  it  hasn’t  really  been  good  TV...  They  are  on 
a losing  streak  and  it  sucks.  Pardon  my  French,  but 
we  all  know  it! 

Kay  email  us!  thevoice@westfieldjna.edu.  Bye!! 


The  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those  of 
the  staff  or  of  the  university 
as  a whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a "'letter  to  the  editor**  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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High  rated  albums  don’t  quite  meet  expectations 


Photos  on  this  page  by  last.fm 


Jay-Z  & Kanye  West 

Matt  Futterlieb  Watch  the  Throne 

Voice  Reporter  Roc-A-Fella 


With  Watch  the 
Throne,  good  friends  and  for- 
mer enemies  Jay-Z  and  Kanye 
West  have  crowned  themselves 
as  the  kings  of  hip-hop,  much 
like  rappers  like  Eminem,  Nas 
and  countless  others  have  delin- 
eated in  the  past. 

But  never  before  had 
any  of  those  other  artists  gone 
to  such  lengths  and  developed 
such  hype  to  prove  their  case  as 
the  duo  at  hand,  implementing 
thousands  of  dollars  in  samples 
for  some  interesting  beats  and  a 
list  of  who’s-who  in  the  music 
industry  to  join  in  on  the  inau- 
guration. 

The  results  of  such 
hype  leave  a little  to  be  desired, 
as  a few  tracks  suffer  from  ut- 
ter pointlessness.  The  driving 


rhythm  of  “Lift  Off”  is  sup- 
planted by  Beyonce’s  exciting 
vocals  but  seems  to  be  a sloppy 
attempt  at  a radio  single,  apart 
from  her  strong  chorus.  Made 
in  America”  is  a limp  attempt  at 
advertising  the  American  dream 
by  Kanye,  but  is  saved  from 
weak  vibes  by  Jay’s  trademark 
introspective  lyrics. 

On  the  opposite  end 
of  the  spectrum,  the  highlights 
are  enthralling  displays  of  why 
Kanye  and  Jay  are  so  good  at 
what  they  do.  Kanye ’s  beat- 
making is  still  the  best  in  the 
industry,  as  tracks  like  “Otis,” 
“Welcome  to  the  Jungle”  and 
the  hypnotic  album  closer 
“Why  I Love  You”  each  include 
mesmerizing  rhythms  and  sam- 
ples that  are  oh,  so  soulful  (I 


think  we  can  all  agree  with  Jay 
there). 

Kanye’s  rapping  is  also 
fresh  as  ever  on  Throne,  and  his 
voice  fuses  well  with  Jay’s  no- 
toriously smooth  flow.  While 
Jay-Z  may  have  lost  a slight 
step  to  Kanye  in  his  rapping 
abilities,  their  efforts  in  market- 
ing themselves  as  the  kings  of 
hip-hop  instead  works  more  as 
a changing  of  the  guard,  with 
Jay-Z  finally  giving  Kanye  the 
credit  of  being  rap’s  best  hit- 
maker. 

Now  that  their  rela- 
tionship has  come  full-circle, 
we  can  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
success  ever  immortalized  on 
this  triumphant  record.  Grade: 
B+,  Key  Track:  “Welcome  to 
the  Jungle” 


Lil’  Wayne 
Tha  Carter  IV 
Universal 

Lil’  Wayne  made  one 
of  the  greatest  comebacks  in  mu- 
sic late  last  year  with  the  release 
of  “6  Foot  7 Foot,”  a sprawling 
single  that  may  be  the  most  ful- 
ly realized  song  he  has  ever  pro- 
duced. In  the  process  of  this  sin- 
gle’s success,  he  reaffirmed  his 
position  as  hip-hop’s  biggest, 
most  widely-popular  figure. 

And  when  he  an- 
nounced he  was  working  on  the 
fourth  installment  of  his  Tha 
Carter  series  of  mix  tapes  and 


albums,  he  incited  even  more 
excitement  that  arose  from  his 
prison  release. 

Unfortunately,  he 
could  not  seem  to  live  up  to 
this  enormous  hype,  following 
up  Tha  Carter  Ill’s  ability  to 
become  an  instant  classic  upon 
release  in  2008  with  a record 
that  shares  similar  ambitious 
qualities  but  fails  to  produce 
much  music  worth  listening 
to.  His  picks  for  collaborations 
include  T-Pain,  Rick  Ross  and 
Drake,  regular  contributors  who 
always  seem  to  form  interesting 
contrasts  with  Wayne’s  reckless 
rapping  style  but  come  up  flat  in 


their  tracks  on  Tha  Carter  IV. 

Instead,  the  most  in- 
teresting tracks  are  ones  where 
Wayne  goes  solo,  including 
“Megaman”  and  “Blunt  Blow- 
in,”’  a pair  of  retum-to-glory 
tracks  that  are  great  by  them- 
selves but  frontload  the  album, 
as  they’re  seated  at  the  top  of 
the  tracklist.  Wayne’s  persona 
is  definitely  still  entertaining  as 
ever  on  Tha  Carter  IV,  but  it’s 
hard  for  Wayne  purists  to  be 
satisfied  if  they’re  used  to  clas- 
sics like  Da  Drought  3 and  Tha 
Carter  11. 

Grade:  C-,  Key  Track: 
“6  Foot  7 Foot  (ft.  Cory  Gunz)” 


Washed  Out 
Within  and  Without 
Sub  Pop 

Washed  Out  master- 
mind Ernest  Greene’s  reputation 
for  developing  synth-infested 
party  jams  was  first  established 
with  the  Life  of  Leisure  EP,  re- 
leased just  in  time  for  summer 
in  March  2010. 

The  stand-out  track 
from  this  release  is  “Feel  It  All 
Around,”  a feel-good  slow  jam 
loaded  with  a prolific  bass-line, 
catchy  drum  breaks,  and  an- 


gelic vocals  dripping  with  re- 
verb (reminiscent  of  Foster  the 
People’s  “Pumped  Up  Kicks,” 
but  with  a more  unique  style,  a 
subtle  swagger,  and  much  less 
mediocrity). 

For  his  debut  full- 
length  album  Within  and  With- 
out, Greene  strips  some  of  his 
trademark  reverb  that  cloaked 
his  sound  in  enigma  and  comes 
to  embrace  a more  open  and  en- 
thusiastic persona. 

The  entire  album  feels 
like  one  concurrent  song,  with 
double-timed  drums  gliding  at  a 


relaxing  yet  head-nodding  pace, 
along  with  blankets  of  key- 
board-infused synth  melodies 
that  cover  each  track  in  a balmy, 
majestic  glaze. 

Tracks  like  “Amor 
Fati”  and  the  album  opener 
“Eyes  Be  Closed”  include 
smooth  beats  yearning  for  the 
aid  of  a rapper’s  flow  rhyming 
over  waves  of  synth,  and  would 
also  be  appreciated  at  any  festiv- 
ity where  dancing  is  welcomed. 

Within  and  Without 
also  offers  the  ballads  “You  and 
I”  and  “A  Dedication,”  which 


reveal  Greene’s  emotional  side 
to  awe-inspiring  effect  (espe- 
cially the  latter,  a definite  album 
highlight  and  a strong  closer). 

Such  strength  in  song- 
writing is  not  to  say  that  there 
are  no  faults  to  the  album,  as 
some  weak  moments  arise  due 
to  repetitive  melodies  that  never 
fully  develop.  All  in  all.  Within 
and  Without  deserves  a listen  if 
you  enjoy  passive  party  music 
that  focuses  on  spreading  posi- 
tive feelings  without  aggres- 
sive undertones.  Grade:  B,  Key 
Track:  “Amor  Fati” 
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Shel  Silverstein  - Bom  Sept  25, 1930 


Silverstein  was  a 
poet,  screenwriter  and 
children’s  author  among 
many  other  things.  Bom 
in  Chicago,  the  first  feat 
he  tackled  was  drawing,  at 
the  early  age  of  1 2 . He  was 
quoted  as  saying,  “When 
I was  a kid... I would 
much  rather  have  been  a 
good  baseball  player  or  a 
hit  with  the  girls,  but... I 
started  to  draw  and  write. 
I was  also  lucky  that  I 
didn’t  have  anybody  to 


copy ...  I had  developed 
my  own  style.”  He  began 
submitting  cartoons  to 
local  newspapers.  Soon  he 
was  illustrating  his  own 
work.  His  most  famous 
poetry  is  featured  in  his 
popular  book  “Where  the 
Sidewalk  Ends .”  He  is  also 
known  for  his  children’s 
books;  his  best  seller 
was  “The  Giving  Tree.” 
The  final  stanzas  in  his 
famous  poem  “Where  the 
Sidewalk  Ends”  go  like 
this;  “We  shall  walk  with  a 
walk  that  is  measured  and 
slow,  and  watch  where 
the  chalk-white  arrows 
go  to  the  place  where  the 
sidewalk  ends.  Yes  we’ll 
walk  with  a walk  that  is 
measured  and  slow,  and 
we’ll  go  where  the  chalk- 
white  arrows  go,  for  the 
children,  they  mark,  and 
the  children,  they  know, 
the  place  where  the 
sidewalk  ends.” 


WWII:  Auschwitz  - Event  Sept  23, 1941 


In  February  of  1941 , Nazi 
superior  officers  suggested 
the  Polish  military 
barracks  in  Oswiecim  as 
a for  the  a concentration 
camp  for  Polish 
prisoners.  And  so,  the 
very  next  month,  the  first 
prisoners  and  30  German 
criminals  arrive  at 
the  site.  These  people 
served  as  a “test  group” 
to  make  sure  the 
camp  was  secure.  Four 
prisoners  escaped,  and 
the  remaining  captives 
were  tortured  in  various 


dehumanizing  ways. 
In  June,  the  Nazi 
commanding  officers 
decided  it  was  time  to 
open  the  camp  - 728 
prisoners  were  shipped  in. 
On  September  23,  1941, 
the  first  gas  chambers 
were  put  in  use.  The  SS 
tested  Zyklon  B gas  by 
killing  over  850  ill  or  weak 
prisoners.  The  “success” 
of  these  experiments  led 
to  Zyklon  B being  the 
primary  killing  agent  for 
Auchwitz  concentration 
camp. 


Paul  Newman-  Died  Sept  26, 2008 


Paul  Newman  was  bom 
in  Shaker  Heights,  Ohio. 
When  he  was  of  age,  he 
served  in  the  United  States 
Navy  in  World  War  U.  He 
wanted  to  be  a pilot  but 
he  wasn’t  allowed  in  the 
training  program  because 
he  was  colorblind.  During 
the  war,  his  detail  was 
ordered  to  fly  to  a ship 
out  on  the  water.  This  was 
just  before  the  Okinawa 
campaign.  By  a fluke 
his  flight  was  held  back 
and  the  rest  of  his  detail 
who  went  on  to  the  ship 
as  planned  were  killed. 
Many  movie  classics  have 
starred  Paul  Newman, 
including  Exodus , Cat  on  a 
Hot  Tin  Roof,  The  Hustler, 
Hud,  Harper,  Hombre, 
The  Sting,  Slapshot, 
Sweet  Bird  of  Youth,  and 
The  Verdict.  One  of  his 
most  recognizable  films 
is  “Butch  Cassidy  and  the 


Sundance  Kid,”  alongside 
actor  and  friend  Robert 
Redford.  A famous  line 
from  that  movie  is  when 
Newman  says,  “Boy,  I 
got  vision  and  the  rest  of 
the  world  wears  bifocals.” 
One  of  his  last  works 
before  his  death  was  in 
2006  when  he  provided 
the  voice  of  the  retired 
automobile  racecar  Doc 
Hudson  in  the  Pixar  film 
Cars. 


Jfactj  courtesy  of  y^ikipediajiom 


Book  review;  Fail-Safe  by  Burdick  and  Wheeler 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


Many  books  came  out  of  the 
Cold  War.  One  of  the  more  famous 
ones  is  “Fail-Safe,”  by  Eugene 
Burdick  and  Harvey  Wheeler, 
bringing  focus  to  the  systems  in 
check  to  prevent  accidental  nuclear 
war. 

In  it,  one  of  these  systems  fails 


creating  an  urgent  situation  in  both 
the  USSR  and  the  United  States, 
with  nuclear  war  imminent  if  the 
situation  is  not  revolved. 

This  situation  as  the 
antagonist,  instead  of  either  country, 
is  refreshing  if  you  have  read  other 
novels  featuring  the  Cold  War,  and 
it  allows  for  sympathetic  characters 
on  both  sides  of  the  problem. 

The  tension  and  excitement 
in  the  novel  is  constant,  and  has  no 
real  low  point  without  resorting  to 


artificially  creating  drama. 

The  story  feels  very  believable 
and  is  the  strongest  point  of  the 
novel  without  being  the  only  strong 
point  it  has. 

Each  of  the  major  characters, 
including  the  United  States 
President,  the  Soviet  Premier,  and 
high  level  military  officers,  are 
all  three  dimensional  with  inner 
conflicts  driving  their  decisions. 

This  is  also  a step  away  from 
the  standard  thriller  of  the  time,  and 
gives  the  novel  an  extra  dimension 
that  I wish  more  novels  had. 

While  it  seems  dated  at  times 
(having  first  come  out  nearly  50 
years  ago),  it  is  still  an  exciting  read 
that  will  entertain  you,  shock  you, 
and  make  you  think  by  the  time  it  is 
over.  8 out  of  10. 


Read  any  good  books  lately?  Seen  any  good 
movies? 
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Top  10  Singles 

1 . Maroon  5 - Moves  Like 
Jagger 

2.  Adele  - Someone  Like 
You 

3.  LMFAO  - Party  Rock 
Anthem 

4.  Lighters  - Bad  Meets 
Evil 

5.  Stereo  Hearts  - Gym 
Class  Heroes 

6.  Super  Bass  - Nicki 
Minaj 

7.  You  & I - Lady  Gaga 

8.  Lir  Wayne  - How  to 
Love 

9.  Rihanna  - Cheers 

10.  Katy  Perry  - Last 
Friday  Night 


Top  Movies 

1 . Contagion 

2.  Drive 

3.  The  Help 

4.  Straw  Dogs 

5.  The  Debt 


Upcoming  DVD  Re- 
leases 

1 . Mimic 

2.  Trigun  Badlands 

3.  Fast  Five 

4.  Horrible  Bosses 

5.  Zookeeper 


Top  Albums 

1 . Lir  Wayne  - Tha  Carter 
IV 

2.  Adele -21 

3.  The  Beatles  - 1 

4.  Red  Hot  Chili  Peppers 

- I’m  With  You 

5.  Kanye  West  & Jay-Z 

- Watch  The  Throne 

6.  Maroon  5 - Hands  All 
Over 

7.  Beyonce  -4 

8.  Jason  Aldean  - My 
Kinda  Party 

9..  Katy  Perry  - Teenage 
Dream 


63rd  Primetime  Emmy  Awards  better  than  expected 


T^^ler  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


The  Primetime  Emmy 
Awards  were  last  Sunday, 
started,  and  ended  the  same 
way.  That  is  being  incredibility 
predictably;  however  in  between 
those  two  familiar  mundane 
segments  was  unpredictable  and 
delightfully  shocking  winners  in 
the  Drama  category  like  Margo 
Martindale,  Peter  Dinklage,  and 
“Friday  Night  Lights”. 

Jane  Lynch  was  a funny 
host,  playing  against  her  cruel 
persona  in  “Glee”. 

She  was  helped  by  some 
fine  writing  such  as,  “Many 
people  wonder  why  I’m  a 
lesbian.  Ladies  and  gentlemen, 
the  cast  of  ‘Entourage’”  or  the 
riff  on  movie  actors  kicking 
TV  actors  to  video  games  in 
a “Circle  of  Life,”  but  she 
delivered  it.  But  overall,  she  did 
a good  job  and  hopefully  will  be 
asked  again  back  to  host. 


ABC’s  hit  comedy 
“Modem  Family”  dominated 
the  comedy  department  as  it 
won  the  first  four  awards  of  the 
night. 

The  show  only  failed  to 
go  five  in  a row  because  the 
fifth  award  was  for  comedy 
lead  actor,  and  all  of  the  show’s 
actors  submitted  themselves  in 
the  supporting  categories . Julie 
Bowen  beat  out  co-star  Sofia 
Vergara  for  comedy  supporting 
actress  - not  to  mention  reigning 
winner  Lynch  and  former  Emmy 
winner  Betty  White. 

Ty  Burrell,  Bowen’s  TV 
husband  followed  by  winning 
best  supporting  comedy  actor, 
and  gave  a great  speech  that 
he  was  able  to  deliver  with  an 
appropriate  amount  of  humor 
emotion  as  he  imagine  what 
his  late  father,  would  say  if  he 
knew  that  his  son  job  required 
him  to  wear  makeup. 

In  what  could  have  been  a 
surprise  but  in  reality  wasn’t  Jim 
Parsons  repeated  for  comedy 
lead  actor,  denying  outgoing 


“The  Office”  star  Steve  Carell 
his  final  opportunity  to  win  an 
Emmy  for  playing  Michael 
Scott. 

Nonetheless,  Parsons  is 
a very  good  comedic  actor  on 
“The  Big  Bang  Theory”  who 
is  skilled  at  both  verbal  and 
physical  comedy. 

Melissa  McCarthy  from 
“Mike  & Molly”  won  the 
comedy  female  lead  award, 
although  in  this  writer’s  opinion 
Amy  Poehler’s  comedic  chops 
on  “Parks  and  Recreation” 
should  have  won  her  that 
award. 

Both  “The  Daily  Show” 
and  “The  Amazing  Race”  have 
continued  their  prior  winning 
streaks  in  their  respective 
categories  of  variety  and  reality 
television  shows,  deservedly. 

The  drama  category  was 
expected  to  be  an  awards  battle 
between  HBO  powerhouses 
“Boardwalk  Empire”  and  “Mad 
Men”. 

As  it  happened, 
“Boardwalk”  only  won  one 


award,  which  went  to  Martin 
Scorsese  in  directing  the  pilot. 
“Mad  Men”  was  shut  out 
entirely  from  the  writing  and 
acting  portion  of  the  drama 
category,  continuing  the  show’s 
Emmy  losing  streak. 

Then  came  the  night’s 
biggest  toss-up:  lead  actor  in  a 
drama.  With  3-time  consecutive 
winner  Bryan  Cranston  of 
“Breaking  Bad”  not  eligible, 
out  of  nowhere  came  “Friday 
Night  Lights”  leading  man  Kyle 
Chandler,  whose  work  episode 
after  episode,  season  after 
season,  has  established  Coach 
Eric  Taylor  as  the  best  on-screen 
dad  to  win  the  award. 

The  last  two  big  awards 
of  the  night  for  best  comedy 
and  drama  went  to  “Modem 
Family”  and  “Mad  Men,” 
respectively. 

All  in  all,  it  was  about  the 
best  you  could  hope  for  out  of 
the  Emmys:  many  deserving 
winners,  some  surprising  and 
some  predictable,  a great  night 
for  television  indeed. 


Album  Review;  Girls’  second  LP  even  better  than  the  first 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Girls  released  their  second 
LP  titled  “Father,  Son,  Holy 
Ghost”  on  September  13,  2011. 
After  the  2010  release  of  their 
EP  “Broken  Hearts  Club,”  I 
feared  that  Girls  wouldn’t 
be  able  to  branch  out.  To  my 
delight,  1 was  wrong. 

This  new  album  is 
full  of  surprises  along  with 
touches  of  the  Girls  sound  first 
showcased  on  their  2009  debut 
“Album.”  Christopher  Owens, 
the  mastermind  behind  the  indie 
rock  band  Girls,  is  no  stranger 
to  heartbreak. 

Girls  consists  of 
Owens,  the  guitarist  and  main 
songwriter,  and  JR  White,  who 
plays  the  bass  and  produces. 
The  band  hails  from  San 


Francisco,  California,  and  you 
can  definitely  hear  the  influence 
of  surf  rock  in  many  of  their 
songs,  especially  on  the  title 
track  on  “Father,  Son,  Holy 
Ghost,”  titled  “Honey  Bunny.” 

This  album  is  by  far  their 
darkest  and  is  my  favorite  new 
album  of  2011  . This  album,  like 
their  others,  has  a very  retro 
feel,  which  is  always  welcome 
to  my  ears. 

The  tracks  on  “Father, 
Son,  Holy  Ghost”  range  from 
self-deprecating,  determined, 
sad,  and  happy;  a veritable 
cornucopia  of  emotions  and 
sounds. 

The  third  track,  “Die”, 
is  my  favorite  song  that  has 
come  out  this  year  and  there 
have  been  many  excellent  ones. 
“Die”  is  also  my  favorite  track 
on  this  album. 

“Die”  is  a crunchy,  guitar- 
and-drum  led  drive  through 


dark  emotions.  The  dirty,  sailing 
guitar  riffs  are  what  make  this 
track  a standout.  This  hard  rock 
track  reminds  me  a bit  of  Blue 
Oyster  Cult  during  their  early 
days. 

“My  Ma”,  the  fifth  track, 
takes  it  down  a notch  with  a 
light  guitar  lead  and  a steady, 
plodding  bass  line.  This  song 
is  heart  wrenching,  earnest,  and 
sad.  Almost  everyone,  at  some 
point  or  another,  has  felt  utterly 
helpless  and  alone. 

One  thing  that  1 love  about 
Girls  is  that  you  can  connect 
with  the  lyrics  to  all  of  their 
songs.  The  sixth  track,  “Vomit,” 
is  in  much  of  the  same  vein  as 
“My  Ma,”  only  darker. 

“Vomit”  is  the  single  off  of 
this  album  and  1 can  see  why;  it’s 
an  ambient,  fuzz  guitar  driven 
foray  into  the  darkest  depths 
of  your  soul.  “Vomit”  perfectly 
illustrates  the  pain  and  longing 


one  has  for  someone  to  love. 

“Magic”,  the  eighth 
track,  has  a 60’s  pop-rock  vibe, 
making  this  song  Beatle-esque 
in  its  sound  and  lyrical  content. 
It  makes  the  listener  thing  of 
spring  time  and  ready  to  tackle 
the  day. 

“Forgiveness”,  the  ninth 
track  on  “Father,  Son,  Holy 
Ghost,”  is  the  most  introspective 
track  on  the  album.  Owens’ 
tells  us  that  if  we  don’t  have 
any  hope,  nothing  will  get  any 
better.  “Forgiveness”  pulls  the 
listener  up  from  the  darkness  of 
the  previous  tracks  and  into  the 
light  brought  by  “Magic.” 

Every  time  1 have 
listened  to  this  album,  1 have 
discovered  something  new.  If 
you  want  something  to  connect 
with  and  something  that  will 
make  you  think,  look  no  further 
than  Girls  “Father,  Son,  Holy 
Ghost.” 
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WNE  football  wins  at  Alumni  Field  for  first  time  since  1999 


T^ier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


The  return  of  senior 
quarterback  Bryce  Brown 
helped  lift  the  Western  New 
England  Golden  Bears  (2-1)  to 
a 20-10  win  last  Friday  night 
over  the  Westfield  State  Owls 
(1-2). 

Brown  ran  for  a game 
high  89  yards  on  15  carries  with 
one  rushing  touchdown  and 
threw  for  62  more  against  the 
young  Owls’  defense. 

The  victory  marked 
the  second  straight  season  that 
Western  New  England  received 
the  President’s  Cup  trophy 
following  the  rivalry  game. 

The  young  offensive 
line  of  the  Owls  at  times  seemed 
overmatched  as  the  Bears’ 
defense  accumulated  eight 
sacks  in  the  game.  One  of  those 
sacks  knocked  Westfield  starting 
quarterback  Tyler  Dow  out  of 
the  game  in  what  appeared  to  be 


a rib  injury. 

Because  of  the  injury, 
coach  Steve  Marino  was  forced 
to  put  sophomore  quarterback 
Tommy  Leung  into  the  game. 

Leung,  who  did  not 
play  at  all  last  year  and  only 
played  sparingly  in  the  loss  to 
Endicott,  was  14-25  for  170 
yards. 

But  he  also  threw 
five  interceptions  in  the  game, 
including  two  that  were  picked 
off  by  junior  comerback  Alex 
Miller. 

Westfield  once  again 
could  not  seem  to  get  anything 
going  in  the  running  game. 

Freshman  running  back 
Michael  Mercadante  scored  on 
a two-yard  touchdown  run  with 
3:21  remaining  in  the  game. 
Mercadante  ran  for  a team  high 
47  yards  on  16  carries,  but  most 
of  those  yards  came  in  early  in 
the  game. 

Because  of  the 
ineffectiveness  of  the  running 
game,  Leung  was  forced  to 
throw  more  than  the  team  would 


have  liked. 

Though  his 

inexperience  showed  at  times , he 
was  able  to  move  the  ball  down 
the  field  effectively.  Receivers 
Kevin  Parnell,  who  caught  six 
balls,  and  Kevin  Nichol  (three 
catches  for  57  yards)  helped 
Leung  throughout  the  game. 

Parnell  has  stepped  up 
this  year  and  has  been  the  go 
to  receiver  for  both  Dow  and 
Leung.  However,  the  pressure 
Leung  faced  from  Western 
New  England’s  defense  forced 
him  to  throw  many  costly 
interceptions. 

The  Golden  Bears 
defensively  were  led  by 
linebackers  Brandon  Ormsby 
(7  tackles),  Todd  Krolikowski 
(6  tackles  and  4 sacks  for  31 
yards),  linebacker  Mark  Devlin 
(6  tackles  and  2 sacks)  and 
defensive  end  James  Georges 
(6  tackles  and  3.5  sacks  for  23 
yards)  who  were  creating  havoc 
all  over  the  backfield. 

The  Owls  were  led 
defensively  by  linebacker  Dan 


Dowling,  who  had  a game-high 
nine  tackles,  including  three  for 
losses,  and  linebackers  Justin 
Ehrhardt  and  Kevin  Eiuffy,  who 
each  had  eight  stops. 

Westfield  now  heads 
into  Saturday’s  game  against 
the  Worcester  State  Lancers 
with  a two  game  home  losing 
streak.  The  game  is  scheduled  to 
kickoff  at  1:00  p.m.  at  Alumni 
Field. 

The  Lancers  (3-0) 
had  no  difficulty  with  Nichols 
College  last  week  as  they  rolled 
over  them  by  a 49-3  score  - the 
same  Nichols  College  the  Owls 
beat  21-20  in  their  first  game  of 
the  season. 

Worcester  has  a high 
power  offensive  attack  that  has 
averaged  41  points  per  game  in 
three  games  this  year. 

The  Owls  need  to  pay 
attention  to  senior  running  back 
Marcus  Price,  who  has  already 
rushed  for  438  yards  and  five 
touchdowns  this  year.  He  has 
three  straight  100  yards  rushing 
games  to  start  the  season. 


In  three  years.  Price 
now  has  2,136  rushing  yards 
which  is  only  472  yards  away 
from  second  place  on  the 
aU-time  rushing  list  fw  the 
Lancers. 

Worcester  also  has  a 
very  dominant  quarterback  who 
can  beat  teams  with  his  arm  and 
his  legs  as  he  thrown  for  nine 
touchdowns  already  and  also  is 
second  on  the  team  in  rushing 
with  103  yards. 

The  game  also  marks 
the  return  of  former  Westfield 
State  student  Riche  Dube,  who 
is  Worcester’s  punt  returner  and 
has  already  taken  back  a punt 
for  a score. 

The  Owls  will 
hopefully  get  Dow  back  for  this 
game , but  if  he  is  not  able  to  play 
then  Leung  will  be  prepared  to 
start  under  center. 

Westfield  needs  to  be 
able  to  establish  the  running 
game  if  they  want  to  have  any 
chance  in  this  game  and  keep 
the  Lancers  offense  off  the 
field. 


TOMMY  D’S  “PUB  GRUB” 


Washington 
apples  & 
apple  jack 
- $4.25 

Black  Cadil- 
lac shots 
-$5.25 


Drink  Specials: 
Malibu  black  & coke  - $4.50 
All  Baccardi  rum  - $4.00 


Gin  & 
Tonic  - 
$3.25 

Cooled 
Corona  - 
$4.25 


Now  serving  a Wing  & Beer  combo  for  $8.95 


BUD  & BUDLGHT  BOTTLES  FOR  $2 
AND  $0.75  DRAFT  BUD  & BUDLIGHT 


Upcoming  WSU  Home  Games 

Saturday,  September  24 
Football  vs.  Worcester  State  @1:00  p.m. 
Men’s  Soccer  vs.  Mass  Maritime  @ 7:(X)  pjn. 

Tuesday,  September  28 
Field  Hockey  vs.  Bridgewater  State  @ 3:00  p.m. 
Volleyball  vs.  Worcester  State  @ 7:00  p.m. 
Wednesday,  September  29 
Men’s  Soccer  vs.  Endicott  @ 7:00  p.m 

Support  your  Owls! 
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From  Hogwarts  to  Stanley  Park,  Quidditch  now  at  Westfield 


Matt  Jardin 

Voice  Reporter 


Has  there  ever  been 
something  you’ve  seen  or  read 
about  that  made  you  think, 
“Wow  that  would  be  so  cool... 
if  only  it  was  real.”  Things 
like  lightsabers,  Pokemon  and 
Quidditch  come  to  mind. 

Well  those  readers  that 
said  Quidditch  are  actually  in 
luck. 

Straight  from  the  land 
of  Witchcraft  and  Wizardry, 
Quidditch  has  been  adapted  for 
Muggles  to  play. 

No  longer  do  you  have 
to  read  about  it,  watch  it  on  the 
big  screen  or  play  it  in  a video 
game.  Quidditch  is  a real  sport 
and  is  becoming  increasingly 
popular. 

It  doesn’t  take  magical 
powers  to  ride  a broom,  throw  a 
Quaffle,  beat  a Bludger  or  chase 
a Snitch.  It  can  all  be  done  on 
a field  and  at  Westfield  State 
University. 

Thanks  to  Westfield 
students  Cori  Glennie  and 
Kate  Anderstrom,  the  newest 
collegiate  sport  has  popped  off 
the  pages  of  one  of  the  most 


popular  books  in  history  right 
onto  the  fields  of  Stanley  Park. 

The  game  is  of  course 
adapted  for  non  magic  users, 
but  most  of  the  rules  remain  the 
same. 

The  game  consists  of 
two  teams  with  seven  players 
on  the  oval  shaped  field.  Each 
team  starts  the  game  from  their 
goal  keeper  zone  with  brooms 
on  the  ground. 

Oh  yes,  that’s  right, 
players  still  have  a broom,  which 
they  must  keep  one  hand  on  the 
whole  time  they  are  playing. 

Once  the  referee  says, 
“brooms  up,”  each  team  runs 
to  grab  the  Quaffle  and  the 
Bludgers. 

There  are  three  chasers 
on  each  team  who  handle  the 
Quaffle,  which  is  a volleyball 
that  is  used  to  score  points  by 
throwing  it  through  one  of  the 
opposing  team’s  three  goal 
hoops. 

There  are  two  Beaters 
on  each  side  whose  job  it  is  to 
interrupt  game  play  by  taking 
members  of  the  opposing  team 
out  with  the  Bludgers,  which 
are  dodge  bails. 

If  hit  by  a Bludger, 
the  player  must  dismount  their 


broom  and  run  back  to  their 
goal  line,  touch  a goal  hoop, 
remount,  and  then  they  can  re- 
enter play. 

The  next  position  is 
the  Seeker  which  is  the  position 
that  Harry  plays  in  the  books. 

The  Seeker  spends  the 
game  hunting  down  the  Snitch, 
which  in  Muggle  Quidditch 
is  a cross  country  runner,  or 
wrestler,  dressed  all  in  yellow 
with  a yellow  sock  with  a tennis 
ball  in  it,  tucked  in  their  shorts. 

The  Seekers  must 
grab  the  sock,  mucl)  like  flag 
football,  and  return  it  to  the 
field  of  play  since  the  Snitch 
can  leave  and  enter  the  field  of 
play  at  anytime,  and  do  almost 
anything  to  prevent  its  capture. 

Some  Snitches  have 
been  known  to  climb  trees  and 
ride  bicycles  to  escape  capture. 

The  final  position  is 
the  goal  keeper,  who  is  tasked 
with  defending  the  goals  from 
opposing  players  trying  to  score 
with  a Quaffle.  A goal  will  earn 
a teamlO  points. 

The  main  objective  of 
the  game  is  to  catch  the  Snitch, 
but  each  team  must  try  to  score 
as  many  points  with  the  Quaffle 
until  the  Snitch  is  captured. 


Once  this  happens  the  game  is 
over,  unless  the  score  is  tied. 

Quidditch  is  a fun 
filled  sport  to  be  enjoyed  by  all. 

Whether  they  wear 
a cape,  goggles,  have  a Harry 
Potter  replica  broom  or  a regular 
broom  you  my  have  swept  your 
room  with  before  you  went 
out  to  play,  there  are  players 
at  hundreds  of  colleges  and 
universities  that  participate  in 
the  sport  now  and  it’s  continuing 
to  grow. 

Cori,  who  had  the  idea 
to  start  the  Quidditch  team, 
originally  got  the  idea  from  her 
visit  to  Middlebury,  a college  in 
Vermont  which  already  had  a 
Quidditch  team. 

Collegiate  Quidditch 
was  actually  started  at 
Middlebury. 

“I  visited  Middlebury 
and  thought  that  it  was  cool, 
and  1 also  had  a friend  who  was 
on  the  UMass  Amherst  team,” 
Cori  said. 

She  and  Kate 
Anderstrom  had  applied  for 
the  team  to  just  be  a club  last 
year,  but  when  they  returned  to 
campus  they  were  informed  that 
the  team  had  been  approved  by 
the  Athletic  Department. 


The  team  was  now 
officially  the  Westfield  State 
University  Owls  and  would 
compete  in  Quidditch  matches 
to  represent  the  school  as  a 
legitimate  club  sports  team. 

“We  were  ecstatic 
when  we  found  out  we  were 
finally  going  to  get  to  play,”  Cori 
said  when  asked  about  athletics 
accepting  the  Quidditch  team. 
“Athletics  has  been  really 
supportive  of  us  and  it  looks 
like  we  are  going  to  have  a great 
season.” 

The  Quidditch  team’s 
goals,  as  stated  by  Kate  and 
Cori,  are  to  just  have  fun, 
build  community  and  create  a 
tradition  so  other  students  have 
the  opportunity  to  play  the  game 
of  Quidditch. 

The  team’s  first 
tournament  will  be  played 
in  Middlebury  on  October 
16"'.  People  interested  in 
Quidditch  can  contact  the  team 
at  westfieldquidditch@gmail. 
com. 

The  Quidditch  team 
holds  its  practices  in  Stanley 
Park  on  Fridays  and  Sundays  at 
4:00  p.m. 

Go  check  them  out. 
It’s  a magical  sight. 


WSU  rugby  wins  opener 


Field  hockey  wins  third  straight  game 


Stephen  Felde 

Voice  Reporter 

The  Westfield  State 
Owls  men’s  rugby  team 
traveled  to  Dudley,  MA  to  take 
on  Nichols  College  last  Sunday 
afternoon. 

After  a grueling  first 
half,  the  Owls  picked  things  up 
in  the  second  half  and  coasted  to 
a 32-0  season  opening  victory. 

For  those  who  don’t 
follow  rugby  or  know  much 
about  it,  there  are  two  forty- 
minute  halves  of  nonstop 
action.  Rugby  is  full  of  running, 
physical  contact  and  intense 
battles. 

Scoring  tries  for 
Westfield  were  by  Tom  Stevens, 


Rob  Schultz,  Kevin  Callahan, 
Leo  Finnegan  and  John  Hagerty 
who  had  two.  Also,  Conor  Andry 
had  an  unbelievable  conversion 
kick  for  the  Owls. 

It  was  an  all  around 
great  effort  by  the  team  with 
everyone  making  contributions 
one  way  or  another. 

If  anyone  is  interested 
in  playing  rugby,  the  team  is 
always  looking  for  new  people 
to  join  the  squad.  Practices  take 
place  on  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays 
and  Thursday  from  4:00-6:00 
p.m.  at  Stanley  Park. 

Westfield  has  a bye 
this  Sunday,  but  will  be  playing 
their  first  home  game  of  the 
season  on  Sunday,  October  2"" 
at  Alumni  Field. 


Rob  Donoghue 

Sports  Editor 

Westfield’s  field 
hockey  team  improved  to  5-1 
on  the  young  season  with  a 3- 
1 win  over  Smith  College  on 
Tuesday,  September  20. 

The  Owls  dominated 
Smith  in  terms  of  shot  attempts 
by  a margin  of  40-3  but  were 
only  able  to  find  the  back  of  the 
net  on  three  occasions.  Westfield 
senior  Jessi  Gould  scored  13 
minutes  into  the  game  to  give 
the  Owls  a 1-0  halftime  lead. 

Junior  Liz  Hall  gave 
the  Owls  a big  boost  after 
halftime  and  scored  two  goals 
less  than  four  minutes  apart  to 
extend  Westfield’s  lead  to  3-0 


and  solidify  the  victory. 

“Fresh  legs  off  the 
bench  [in  the  second  half] 
certainly  helped,”  said  Owls 
head  coach  Heather  Cabral. 
“Liz  has  been  a spark  plug  for 
us  in  that  role  all  season.” 

The  victory  was 
Westfield’s  third  straight  in  a 
period  of  six  days  following  a 
1-0  Little  East  Conference  win 
over  Eastern  Connecticut  and 
a 3-1  win  over  Regis  College. 
“I  love  this  team’s  attitude,” 
Cabral  said.  “They  come  to 
practice  ready  to  learn  and  they 
art  doing  an  excellent  job  of 
implementing  skills  learned  in 
practice  in  game  situations.” 

The  Owls  hit  the  road 
tomorrow  to  face  Plymouth 


State  (6-0)  at  12:00  p.m.  as 
conference  action  heats  up. 

Looking  ahead  at  a 
tough  schedule  Cabral  said, “We 
need  to  be  more  consistent.  We 
have  flashes  of  brilliance  but 
have  not  yet  played  two  full 
halves  of  hockey.  We  also  need 
to  ‘finish’  offensively.  In  the 
last  two  games  we  had  over  60 
shots  on  goal  and  only  scored 
four  times.” 

Cabral  believes  she 
has  a talented  team  with  the 
ability  to  do  something  special. 
“I  am  trying  to  take  one  day 
at  a time,  however,  it' is  no  big 
secret  that  1 want  a conference 
championship.  We  have  a lot  of 
work  to  do,  but  1 believe  in  this 
team.” 
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Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 

Bj:  Rob  Donoghue 

Sports  Editor 


To  reference  the 
hopeless  romantic  Ted  Mosby, 
it’s  going  to  be  pretty  cool  in 
the  future  to  sit  my  kids  down 
and  tell  them  the  story  -of 
how  I got  to  see  the  greatest 
quarterback  of  all  time  play  his 
entire  NFL  career. 

From  his  first  snap 
in  September  of  2001  to  his 
present  day  domination  - with 
three  Super  Bowl  MVPs  and  a 
game  in  2007  that  shall  not  be 
named  in  between  -it’s  been 
quite  an  illustrious  career  for 
Tom  Brady. 

I don’t  know  how 
many  years  Brady  has  left. 
Knowing  his  competitive  nature 
it  could  be  five,  six  or  seven. 

But  no  matter  how 
many  more  seasons  Brady  plays 
I’m  going  to  sit  back  and  enjoy 
each  one  of  his  drop  backs  and 
throws. 

Watching  Brady 
is  something  to  be  marveled 
and  it’s  easy  to  take  what  he’s 


doing  for  granted.  But  to  say  in 
the  future  that  I saw  every  snap 
Tom  Brady  took  as  an  NFL 
quarterback  is  pretty  cool. 

Now  that  my  love 
affair  for  Brady  is  over,  how 
‘bout  them  Bills? 

At  2-0,  my  second 
favorite  team  in  the  NFL  is 
bringing  some  extra  excitement 
into  this  week’s  showdown 
between  the  Bills  and  Patriots. 

Buffalo  usually 
plays  the  Pats  tough  the  first 
time  the  two  teams  meet  each 
season  and  this  should  be  no 
exception. 

The  Patriots’ 

defense  is  pretty  much  a 
mess  right  now  - they  can’t 
get  pressure  on  opposing 
quarterbacks,  stop  the  run  or 
defend  against  the  pass. 

The  only  thing 
saving  this  unit  is  the  occasional 
big  play  or  turnover  -and  I 
think  two  or  three  Buffalo 
turnovers  wiU  be  the  difference 


in  this  game. 

No  matter  what 
happens,  the  atmosphere  at  the 
Ralph  is  going  to  be  rocking 
and  I’m  pumped  for  this  game 
on  Sunday. 

If  anyone  caught  the 
Washington-Nebraska  matchup 
last  Saturday,  you  may  share 
in  my  frustration  over  how  the 
officiating  changed  the  entire 
course  of  the  game. 

A Washington  punt 
late  in  the  first  half  bounced 
off  the  Nebraska  punt  returner 
after  a fair  catch  was  called  and 
a Washington  player  picked  up 
the  loose  football  and  returned 
it  for  a touchdown. 

The  refs  called  a 
kick  catch  interference  penalty 
against  Washington  - despite 
no  Huskies  player  hitting  the 
Nebraska  punt  remrner  or 
preventing  him  from  making  the 
catch  - and  took  the  touchdown 
off  the  board. 

Nebraska  got  an 


additional  15  yards  and  marched 
down  the  field  to  knock  in  a 
field  goal  as  time  expired  in  the 
half.  That’s  a 10  point  swing 
that  completely  changed  the 
momentum  of  the  game. 

I don’t  like  to  blame 
refs  or  officials  for  the  outcome 
of  a game  -one  play  doesn’t 
dictate  what  happens  in  the 
other  59  minutes  - but  to  blow 
a call  so  blatantly  obvious  in  a 
tie  game  is  really  just  a shame. 

Congramlations  to 
Notre  Dame  on  finally  getting 
their  first  win  of  2011.  Maybe 
there  is  still  some  luck  of  the 
Irish  left  in  South  Bend  (or 
maybe  Notre  Dame  should  just 
learn  to  stop  turning  the  ball 
over  four  times  a game). 

If  you  haven’t 
watched  Baylor  quarterback 
Robert  Griffin  III  play  you’re 
missing  something  special. 

With  624  passing 
yards,  an  83.7  completion 
percentage,  116  rushing  yards 


and  eight  touchdowns  through 
two  games  (with  one  game  cut 
short  in  the  third  quarter)  he’s 
my  Hesiman  favorite  at  this 
ridiculously  early  point  in  the 
season. 

To  finish  up  college 
football  talk,  my  top  two  teams 
at  this  point  of  the  season  are 
Wisconsin  and  Boise  State. 
QBs  Russell  Wilson  and  Kellen 
Moore  both  look  like  they  have 
plans  to  do  something  special 
this  season. 

As  for  the  hometown 
Boston  Red  Sox,  well.  I’ll  wait 
until  next  week  and  see  how  the 
Sox  and  Rays  have  both  faired  in 
their  series  (against  the  Orioles 
and  Yankees  respectively) 
before  commenting  on  the 
team.  For  a preview,  we  may  be 
in  store  for  one  of  the  greatest 
collapses  in  MLB  history. 

I’m  out  of  room  but 
thanks  for  reading  boys  and 
girls.  Until  next  time,  have  a 
great  weekend  - and  go  Pats! 


ra] 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  2 to 
westfieldvoicesports@yahoo  .com 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  September  25. 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  winner. 

Good  luck! 


Week  3 Games 

Rob 

Donoghue 

Joey 

Cooper 

Matt 

Jardin 

Steve 

Kligerman 

Tyler 

Morissette 

Houston  at  New  Orleans 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

N.Y.  Giants  at  Philadelphia 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

Jacksonville  at  Carolina 

JAC 

CAR 

CAR 

CAR 

CAR 

New  England  at  Buffalo 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

Miami  at  Cleveland 

MIA 

CLE 

CLE 

CLE 

CLE 

San  Francisco  at  Cincinnati 

SF 

SF 

CIN 

SF 

CIN 

Denver  at  Tennessee 

TEN 

TEN 

TEN 

TEN 

DEN 

Detroit  at  Minnesota 

DET 

MIN 

DET 

DET 

MIN 

Baltimore  at  St.  Louis 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

N.Y.  Jets  at  Oakland 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

Kansas  City  at  San  Diego 

SD 

SD 

SD 

SD 

SD 

Arizona  at  Seattle 

ARI 

ARI 

ARI 

ARI 

ARI 

Atlanta  at  Tampa  Bay 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

Green  Bay  at  Chicago 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

Pittsburgh  at  Indianapolis 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

Washington  at  Dallas 

DAL 

DAL 

WAS 

WAS 

DAL 

Season  Record 

13-3 

12-4 

11-5 

11-5 

12-4 
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Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Your  mind  and  imagination 
will  be  very  active  at  the 
moment,  and  you’ll  be  busy 
dealing  with  a million  different 
things. 


Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
If  you’re  willing  to  work  hard, 
you’ll  be  able  to  accomplish 
an  awful  lot.  Your  energy  level 
will  be  extremely  high,  and 
you  just  ought  to  make  sure 
that  you  bring  every  bit  of 
i drive  and  vitality  you  can  to 
] all  your  efforts. 


Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
Your  energy  level  will  be  quite 
high.  Your  self-confidence  and 
capacity  for  hard  work  will  be 
higher  than  usual  as  well. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
Don’t  be  surprised  if  you  feel 
a strong  urge  to  speak  your 
mind  and  express  your  beliefs. 
Not  everyone  will  appreciate 
your  point  of  view  though. 
Just  realize  that  your  thoughts 
and  ideas  will  be  much  better 
received  if  you  try  not  to  come 
on  too  strong. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

Be  ready  to  defend  yourself 
when  it  comes  to  some  family 
matters  or  domestic  issues.  A 
few  conflicts  and  arguments 
with  your  partner  are  bound 
to  be  p>opping  up  around 
the  house.  And  if  you’re 
feeling  particularly  moody  or 
sensitive  right  now,  just  try 
not  to  overreact  when  difficult 
situations  arise. 


Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

You’re  bound  to  encounter  a 
few  difficulties  where  some 
neighbors  or  relatives  are 
concerned.  And  you  may  end 
up  burning  some  bridges  with 
a few  people  if  you’re  not 
careful. 

Taurus 

(April  21 -May  21) 

There  are  bound  to  be  a few 
money  matters  for  you  to  have 
to  deal  with  at  the  moment. 
Just  don’t  be  surprised  if  your 
children  or  loved  ones  end  up 
expecting  an  awful  lot  from 
you  this  week. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

This  week  is  great  for 
big  ideas,  and  others  are 
bound  to  be  expecting  an 
awful  lot  from  you  right  now. 
But  don’t  be  surprised  if  you 
end  up  having  to  deal  with  a 
few  irritated  people  around  the 
house. 

Cancer 

(June  22  - July  22) 

You’ll  be  feeling  a little 
withdrawn  and  will  want  to 
keep  your  thoughts  to  yourself 
this  week.  And  that  wouldn’t 
be  such  a bad  idea. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

Try  to  have  as  many  interesting 
conversations  as  you  can. 
You’ll  end  up  learning  a lot. 
Try  to  determine  if  your  goals 
are  still  truly  important  to  you 
or  if  some  of  them  no  longer 
serve  any  real  purpose. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’ll  be  feeling  very 
energetic  at  the  moment.  Your 
confidence  will  be  running 
high  and  you  won’t  let  anyone 
take  advantage  of  you  in  any 
way. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 
com 


I Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 
21) 

You’ll  be  feeling  very  driven 
today  and  your  confidence  level 
will  be  extremely  high.  You’ll 
feel  like  you  can  accomplish  a 
great  deal  right  now. 
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A A U H A L 

A F L S E V 

LOB  L W E 

ACORN 

APPLE 

BIRD  MIGRATION 
BLOWING  LEAVES 
BLUSTERY  DAY 
CANNING 
CHESTNUTS 
CHILLY 
COLD 
CROPS 
EQUINOX 
FALL 
FARMING 


N T S A E F 
V G R T V S 
W E H O E E 
A E S P H A 
I H C T E S 
A H Y E L O 
L O W E E N 
A E L W O L 
C H E S T N 

FEAST 

FROST 

HALLOWEEN 
HARVEST 
HAYSTACK 
HICKORY  NUTS 
LONGER  NIGHTS 
NOVEMBER 
OCTOBER 
ORANGE  LEAVES 
PIE 

PUMPKIN 

RAKE 

RED  LEAVES 


N G O A O E 
G I N C B P 
N V W S E T 
S I V O R E 
P N R F L M 
I G C R E B 
E F 1 O S E 
L E Y S L R 
U T S T R D 

SCARECROW 

SCHOOL 

SEASON 

SEPTEMBER 
SHORTER  DAYS 
SQUASH 
SWEET  POTA- 
TOES 

THANKSGIVING 

TURKEY 

WINDY 

YELLOW 

LEAVES 
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CAMPUS  VISIT  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  26. 2011 

ALL  MAJORS  WELCOMED! 

WFORMA-nON  TABLE  and  CUSSROOM  ViaT8 
HMC  Garden  L»v*l —darn  -IZOOpm 
Caf«— 12  IS  pm  - 1:1Spm 
Info  Saaaiono— 1:30  pm  and  230  pm 

Fai.  SAimmar  & Spring  Placamants 


WaitIMd  Uati  UnivanitY 


Au6«c 

Ae»»vp«»!i 

«>?»*  rjEPt-BW 


Work  Study  Position  Available 
in  the  Biology  Department! 

$9 .00/hour 

Non-Science  majors  welcome! 

Flexible  hours! 

(5-10  hours  a week  depending 
on  Financial  Aid  reward) 

If  interested,  contact  Patricia  at 
psquitiero@westfield.ma.edu  or 
call  ext.  8390  to  apply! 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajTi.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 

The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 
8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  pan. 
Wednesday 
8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

Friday 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
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Increase  in  decal  prices  to  improve  roads  and  parking  at  WSU 


Rob  Donoghue 

Managing  Editor 


Westfield  State  University 
officials  approved  a 33  percent 
increase  in  parking  decal  prices  for 
commuter  and  residential  students 
for  the  2011-2012  academic  year 
to  help  bring  in  more  revenue  to 
improve  roads  and  parking  lots  on 
campus. 

While  students  in  the  past 
paid  $75  per  year  for  a commuter  lot 
or  South  Lot  decal,  prices  for  those 
lots  were  increased  to  $100  per  year 
following  a recommendation  by  the 
university’s  Parking  Control  Board. 

“Decal  prices  had  not 
increased  since  2002  so  we  did  a 
survey  of  all  of  the  state  universities 
to  see  what  their  decal  prices  were,” 
said  Kim  Morgan,  Westfield  State 
University’s  Parking  Clerk. 

According  to  Morgan, 
Westfield  had  the  lowest  decal 
prices  of  all  the  state  schools  and  the 
Parking  Board  felt  it  was  the  right 
time  for  an  increase  after  nearly  a 
decade  of  the  same  prices. 

Morgan  said  the  university 
thought  it  was  also  fairer  for 
students  if  all  decals,  including  those 
for  main  lot,  cost  the  same  price. 
Main  lot  decals  previously  cost  $90 
per  year  so  there  was  only  a $10 


increase  for  those  decals  beginning 
this  academic  year. 

The  Parking  Control  Board 
made  the  motion  and  proposed  the 
price  increase,  but  before  it  went 
into  effect  it  first  had  to  be  signed  off 
on  by  the  Vice  President  of  Student 
Affairs  said  Drew  Dalesandro, 
Chair  of  the  WSU  Parking  Control 
Board.  It  then  had  to  pass  a vote 
by  Westfield’s  Board  of  Trustees 


and  President  Evan  Dobelle  before 
it  became  official  to  start  the  new 
academic  year. 

“The  money  goes  to  help 
repair  the  roads  and  the  parking 
lots,”  Morgan  said.  “That’s  what  the 
increase  goes  for  and  we  desperately 
needed  to  have  repairs  so  it  was  a 
good  time  to  do  it.” 

Morgan  also  added  that  the 
fines  students  pay  for  parking  tickets 


isn’t  pocketed  by  the  administration 
or  Public  Safety,  as  many  students 
tend  to  believe,  but  instead  goes  into 
a university  scholarship  fund  that  is 
then  awarded  to  Westfield  students. 

One  group  not  affected  by  the 
price  increases  was  the  faculty  and 
staff  at  Westfield  as  a faculty/staff 
decal  still  costs  $1. 


■ continued  on  page  4 


photo  by  Nic  Rexford 


Family  Day  2011  was  a hit,  complete  with  rides,  food  and  games  for  all  to  enjoy. 


Useful  Phone  Number?: 
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A&E  - Pages  8-11 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

DC  Ribbon  Cutting 

Reflections 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00pm 

Public  Safety  - 5262 
Information  Technology  - 5528 
Library  - 5231 

OpEd  - Pages  4-7 

Korea 

Sports  - Pages  12  - 14 

WSU  Football 

Mon-Thur  - 7;00am-9;00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Sat  - 1 :00pm-4:00pm 

Campus 
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Friday,  Sept.  30 

11:00  pm.  - Brown 
Bag  Bingo 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

Saturday,  Oct.  1 

12:00  pm.  - Women’s 
Soccer  vs.  Fitchburg 
State 

Alumni  Field 

8:00  p.m.  - Jersey 
Shore-themed  Dance 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

3:30 pm.  - Field 
Hockey  vs.  Southern 
Maine 

Alumni  Field 

Sunday,  Oct.  2 

12:00  pm.  - X-Box 
Live  on  the  big  screen 
Ely  Lounge 


President  Dobelle  cuts  ribbon  unveiling  DC  renovations 


Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 


Last  Tuesday,  September 
27,  at  9:45  p.m.  President 
Dobelle  and  about  60  students 
and  faculty  gathered  in  Westfield 
State  University’s  Dining 
Commons  to  witness  a ribbon 
cutting  ceremony  to  unveil  the 
DC’s  new  renovations. 

The  official  ceremony  was 
formally  dedicated  to  the  newly 
renovated  Tim  & Jeanne’s, 
which  houses  the  Father  Dean 
Dining  Hall,  the  Tekoa  Room 
and  Pandini’s. 

“I  loved  the  atmosphere 
this  evening,”  Westfield’s 
President  Evan  Dobelle  said. 
“It  was  all  upbeat,  positive  and 
energized. 

“I  initiated  the  concept 
over  the  summer  of  utilizing 
state  bond  monies  to  execute 
an  expansion  and  reinventing 
of  Tim  and  Jeanne’s,”  Dobelle 
said.  “We  put  together  a 
fabulous  team  here  at  WSU  who 
worked  closely  with  the  state 
authorities  and  gained  approval 
from  our  Board  of  Trustees  to 
proceed.” 

Dobelle  said  that  the 
process  of  approving  the  plans 
for  the  renovations  was  “tedious 
but  appropriate.”  He  continued, 
“Curt  Robie,  Jerry  Hayes  and 
Ken  Lemanski  were  a force  of 


nature  for  us  in  making  sure  we 
coordinated  here  with  our  long- 
range  planning  committee  and 
the  architects  to  ensure  a classy 
facility. 

“There  was  a lot  of  paper 
work  and  many  meetings  but  all 
so  we  would  get  it  right.” 

Throughout  every 

step  of  the  process,  Dobelle 
worked  closely  with  managers 
at  Sodexo,  the  company  that 
provides  food  to  the  University, 
to  ensure  that  the  renovations 
went  smoothly,  according 
to  Farina  Lees,  marketing 
coordinator  and  administrative 
assistant  for  Sodexo  at  Westfield 
State  University. 

“Dr.  Dobelle  visited 
often  to  check  on  the  progress 
of  the  renovations,”  Lees  said. 
“The  Shamut  construction 
workers  were  also  wonderful. 
They  came  to  us  throughout 
the  summer  with  questions, 
concerns,  and  always  warned 
us  when  they  had  to  turn  off  the 
power.” 

The  Student  Government 
Association  for  Westfield  State 
also  had  a role  to  play  when  it 
came  to  planning  and  execution 
for  the  remodeling  of  the  DC. 

“Student  Government 
Association  has  representation 
on  the  governing  committees 
on  campus,  from  Long 
Range  Planning,  which  helps 
formulate  ideas,  to  the  Strategic 
Planning  Committee,”  said 


Amy  Wing,  SGA’s  Legislative 
Secretary.  “Those  students  vote 
and  contribute  to  the  decision 
making  process.  Feedback 
from  Committees  involving  the 
Dining  Commons  renovations 
was  heard  from  SGA  as  a 
whole.” 

“The  executive  board 
brought  this  idea  to  Senate  and 
voted  that  the  DC  renovations 
were  necessary  and  worth 
paying  a little  extra.” 

After  this  deliberation, 
planning,  and  approving,  the 
construction  on  the  DC  began 
in  April  2011. 

Lees  had  only  nice 
words  about  the  ribbon  cutting 
ceremony. 

“The  fact  that  members  of 
the  campus  community,  Shamut 
employees,  Sodexo  employees 
and  state  representatives 
were  there  together  gave 
the  ceremony  a celebratory 
feel,”  she  said.  “I  especially 
appreciated  Dr.  Dobelle’s 
statement  about  Tim  and  Jeanne , 
who  the  Dining  Commons  is 
named  after. 

“Tim  and  Jeanne  truly 
did  provide  the  university  with 
many  years  of  service.  On 
any  given  day  they  could  be 
seen  eating  lunch  in  the  dining 
commons  and  it  is  great  that  we 
can  remember  them  every  day 
when  we  come  to  the  dining 
commons.” 

Wing,  however,  was 


somewhat  disappointed  with 
the  way  the  events  unfolded, 
saying,  “The  drawback  I saw 
was  that  there  was  not  enough 
time  for  the  speakers  to  say 
their  prepared  words  [because] 
the  ribbon  cutting  was  a way  to 
segway  into  Pancakes  with  the 
President.” 

“It  would  have  been 
nice  to  have  had  it  advertised 
to  the  campus  community  as 
well.  I think  a lot  of  students 
would  have  liked  to  show  their 
appreciation  and  really  enjoy 
the  new  Dining  Commons,” 
Wing  said. 

According  to  Dobelle, 
the  University  received 
preliminary  authorization  from 
the  Massachusetts  State  College 
Building  Authority  in  Boston 
that  guarantees  a $71  million 
from  a bond  issue  to  be  received 
in  early  2012. 

“I  wanted  a ribbon 
cutting  to  celebrate  the  first 
of  the  ‘Big  3’  additions  for 
students  that  will  move  WSU 
into  the  first  tier  for  students 
to  want  to  come  here  as  their 
very  first  choice,”  Dobelle  said. 
“Beginning  tonight  with  Tim 
and  Jeanne’s,  then  next  year  the 
two  story  glass  enclosed  14,000 
square  foot  wellness  center 
and  the  refurbished  Library  in 
Ely,  and  third  the  new  413  bed 
Dormitory  in  the  Fall  of  2013. 
Then  follows  a new  academic 
building  in  2014.” 
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WSU  among  top  ranked  universities  in  region 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


As  if  realizing  that 
Westfield  State  was  the  right 
college  for  you,  the  U.S.  News 
and  World  Report  confirmed  it 
for  you. 

WSU  was  ranked  in  the  top 
tierofourregion’s  universities  in 
the  latest  U.S.  News  and  World 
Report  2012  “Best  Colleges” 
list  released  last  week. 

The  list  ranks  colleges 
based  on  a number  of  factors. 
They  include  graduation  rates, 
alumni  contributions,  financial 
and  faculty  resources,  student 
selectivity,  and  graduation  and 
retention  rates. 

Out  of  all  the  colleges 
in  the  Northern  region  of 
universities,  WSU  placed  in  a 
four- way  tie  for  118'*'  place. 

Don’t  be  fooled  by  118'*' 
place,  WSU  placed  in  the  top  tier 
of  universities  in  the  northern 
region.  Universities  ranked  in 
the  top  tier  are  the  only  colleges 


that  receive  rankings. 

The  only  two  area  colleges 
that  placed  higher  than  WSU 
were  Springfield  College  (60'*’) 
and  Western  New  England 
University  (74'*'). 

Molly  C.  Watson,  a 
spokesperson  for  WSU  told  The 
Republican,  “We  work  hard  to 
meet  our  students  where  they 
are  in  their  life,  and  to  help 
them  meet  their  goals.” 

WSU  has  been  in  the 
top  tier  since  2009,  and  has 
been  the  top  ranking  regional 
university  in  the  Massachusetts 
state  education  system. 

When  The  Republican 
talked  to  students,  they 
found  that  they  agreed.  Kelly 
Scroggins,  a freshman  social 
work  major,  told  them,  “I  like  it 
here  because  it  is  such  a pleasant 
community.  1 came  from  a 
small  New  England  town,  so 
the  peaceful  atmosphere  also 
plays  a part.”  Although  students 
were  very  praising  of  WSU 
they  found  that  some  of  the 
policies  needed  to  be  looked  at. 


especially  the  drug  and  alcohol 
policies.  Some  students  find 
them  to  be  too  harsh. 

Positive  results  in  studies 
like  this  are  starting  to  pile  up 
for  Westfield  State.  Just  last 
year,  it  was  found  that  Westfield 
State  is  the  best  value  for  higher 
education  in  Massachusetts,  a 
fact  that  President  Dobelle  often 
repeats  when  giving  speeches  to 
prospective  students  and  their 
parents. 

Chicopee’s  Elms  College, 
which  is  in  the  northern  region 
college  category,  scored  25'*’ 
in  the  study.  The  difference 
being  Elms  College  is  actually 
a college,  where  WSU  is  a 
university  in  the  northern  region 
universities  category. 

Amherst  College  ranked 
second  nationally  behind  their 
rivals  Williams  College.  Smith 
College,  ranked  19'\  Mount 
Holyoke  College,  ranked  25'*’, 
and  Hampshire  College,  ranked 
119'*’,  were  ranked  along  with 
Amherst  in  the  national  liberal 
arts  college  category. 


Korea  for  Koreans: 

Now  is  the  time  to  end  America’s  military  presence  in  South  Korea 


Michael  Brill 

Voice  Reporter 

This  writer’s  great  uncle 
was  a twenty  year  old  Master 
Sergeant  in  the  United  States 
Air  Force  when  he  began 
flying  bombing  missions  over 
the  Korean  peninsula  in  1951. 
He  has  long  since  ended  his 
military  career  and  enjoyed  the 
peaceful  and  relatively  quiet  life 
of  retirement  in  Florida. 

The  plane  which  he 
was  a crew  chief  in,  the  B-29 
Superfortress,  was  relegated 
many  years  ago  to  museums  and 
history  books  detailing  battles 
and  campaigns  of  America’s 
“Forgotten  War.” 

Nearly  six  decades  after 


the  Korean  War  was  halted, 
but  not  formally  ended  by  a 
ceasefire,  28,500  American 
military  personnel  remain 
stationed  in  the  Republic  of 
Korea.*  With  the  passage 
of  time,  their  continued 
presence  has  been  rendered  as 
unnecessary  strategically  for 
protecting  the  ROK.  It  is  time 
to  bring  the  American  men  and 
women  in  uniform  stationed  in 
the  ROK  home. 

The  Republic  of 
Korea  today  is  Asia’s  4'*' 
largest  economy  and  ranked 
15'*’  in  the  world.^  It  is  has 
successfully  transitioned  away 
from  an  authoritarian  military 
dictatorship  and  into  a modem 
and  vibrant  participatory 
democracy  that  offers  a high 


standard  of  living  for  its 
citizens. 

The  southern  half  of  the 
Korean  peninsula  stands  in  sharp 
contrast  with  the  economically 
and  politically  isolated  Stalinist 
totalitarian  state  in  the  north 
that  is  the  Democratic  People’s 
Republic  of  Korea.  The  primary 
“achievements”  of  the  rulers 
in  the  DPRK  have  been  their 
holding  of  the  world’s  worst 
human  rights  record  and  the 
inability  to  feed  their  own 
population.^ 

After  being  cast  for  a 
leading  role  in  the  “Axis  of 
Evil,”  withdrawing  from  the 
Nuclear  Non-Proliferation 
Treaty  in  2002,  and  the  later 

■ continued  on  page  4 


Student 

Spotlight 


Student  Spotlight 
Name:  JoJo  Lannon 
Hometown:  Amesbury,  MA 
Major:  Nursing 

If  you  could  pick  one  theme  song  for  your  life,  what  would  it  be, 
and  why? 

Kenny  Chesney’s  “Never  wanted  nothing  more”  because  the 
chorus  is  spot-on. 

Miat  would  the  ideal  Saturday  look  like  for  you? 

My  ideal  Saturday  would  consist  of  waking  up  to  a cool,  sunny 
autumn  morning,  getting  a pumpkin  spice  hot  coffee  from  dunks 
and  going  into  Boston  for  a Red  Sox  game  with  my  brothers. 

What  is  the  best  and  or  last  book  you  read? 

Well  currently.  I’m  reading  “A  Stolen  Life”,  which  is  a memoir  of 
Jaycee  Lee  Dugard.  She  was  the  victim  of  abuse  for  eighteen  years 
and  was  only  just  discovered  and  set  free  on  August  26, 2009. 

Being  a nursing  major,  have  their  been  any  odd  or  interesting  Jobs 
you  had  to  do? 

The  class  of  2014  just  started  in  the  new  simulation  lab  at  Noble 
Hospital  this  semester.  Last  week,  we  practiced  the  basics  of 
performing  a physical  assessment.  I absolutely  love  everyone  in 
my  nursing  class. 

Top  3 websites  you  frequent  most? 

Facebook,  Westfield,  and  ofcourse  the  Food  Network.  My  roomie 
and  1 wish  we  could  cook  like  Bobby  Flay. 

When  you  walk  into  the  DC,  which  section  do  you  go  to  first? 
Before  deciding  on  my  main  meal,  I always  check  out  the  fruit 
shelf. 

What  is  one  thing  you  wish  to  accomplish  for  your  sophomore 
year? 

I’m  actually  hoping  to  go  on  the  service-learning  course  to  Ireland 
at  the  end  of  May.  I’m  sure  it’ll  be  unbelievable. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it 
- email 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


U.S.  military  has  overstayed  its  un-welcome  in  South  Korea 


■ continued  from  page  3 

collapse  of  the  six  party 
talks  by  2007,  the  DPRK 
remained  very  much  like  the 
state  it  was  when  singled  out 
in  the  Bush  administration’s 
neo-Wilsonian  vision  to 
transform  the  world  in  America’s 
image. 

In  early  2007,  it  was 
announced  that  the  U.S.  would 
hand  over  wartime  control  of 
Republic  of  Korea  military 
forces  by  April  2012.  Tellingly, 
at  the  start  of  the  U.S.-ROK 
negotiations, 

Washington  had  pushed 
for  a 2010  deadline  while 
eventually  settling  on  the  2012 
one  that  the  ROK  desired.  In  a 
sign  of  the  changing  times.  Jeon 
Jei-guk,  the  Republic  of  Korea’s 
Assistant  Defense  Minister  for 
Policy  told  reporters,  “There  was 
a lot  of  flexibility  on  the  U.S. 
part.  The  atmospherics  in 
Washington  has  changed 
much.’’"* 

The  Bush  administration 
was  by  no  means  withdrawing 
the  28,500  U.S.  troops 
stationed  in  the  ROK,  but, 
its  actions  showed  it  backing 
away  from  confrontation  with 
the  DPRK  and  coming  to 
the  realization  that  its  South 
Korean  ally  was  increasingly 
capable  of  standing  on  its 
own  two  feet.  Events  just  a 
few  short  years  later,  and  the 


political  responses  to  them  in 
both  Seoul  and  Washington, 
would  completely  overhaul  the 
agreement  of  2007. 

The  Democratic  People’s 
Republic  of  Korea’s  trademark 
brinkmanship  reached  a fever 
pitch  in  2010. 

In  March,  a Republic  of 
Korea  warship  was  sunk  with  the 
loss  of  46  lives.  A subsequent 
international  investigation 
ruled  that  a torpedo  struck  the 
vessel.  ROK  President  Lee 
Myimg-bak  lost  no  time  in 
requesting  that  U.S.  President, 
Barack  Obama,  delay  the  2012 
transfer  deadline  negotiated 
by  the  Bush  administration  until 
2015. 

It  was  the  same  request  he 
had  made  to  President  Obama 
in  February  2010,  prior  to  the 
sinking  of  his  country’s  warship. 
In  the  aftermath  of  the  sinking 
and  the  state  of  rising  tensions 
on  the  Korean  peninsula  though, 
the  Obama  administration 
quickly  approved  President 
Lee’s  request. 

Darmy  Russel  of  the 
Obama  administration’s 

National  Security  Council 
stated,  “This  extension 
will  strengthen  the  current 
transition  plan...  will  allow  us 
to  synchronize  more  closely 
with  South  Korea’s  lead  of  the 
combined  defense.”® 

Looked  at  another  way. 
President  Lee  had  seized 


the  opportunity  of  a crisis  to 
achieve  the  extension  he  had 
been  unsuccessfully  lobbying 
the  Obama  administration  for 
previously. 

Tensions  on  the  Korean 
peninsula  next  reached  the 
highest  point  in  recent  memory 
when  the  DPRK  reacted  to  hve- 
fire  ROK  military  exercises 
near  the  two  countries’ 
shared  border  by  bombarding  the 
disputed  island  of  Yeonpyeong, 
hitting  civilian  areas  and  killing 
two  marines  in  November  2010. 

The  smoke  had  barely 
cleared  from  Yeonyeong  when 
a Chicago  Council  on  Global 
Affairs  poll  revealed  that  a 
growing  number  of  Americans 
appeared  to  question  the  wisdom 
of  America’s  involvement  with 
the  Koreas. 

Only  27  percent  said  they 
supported  unilateral  U.S.  action 
to  “punish”  the  DPRK  after 
the  warship  sinking  incident  in 
March  and  56  percent  opposed 
unilateral  U.S.  action  even  in  the 
event  of  a DPRK  invasion  of  the 
ROK.* 

The  poU  did  not  ask 
respondents  the  million-dollar 
question,  which  is  never  even 
on  the  table  in  Washington— can 
the  Republic  of  Korea  defend 
itself  without  the  United  States? 
The  answer  to  this  question  has 
been  and  remains  an  unequivocal 
yes.  The  economy 

of  the  Republic  of  Korea  is  40 


times  larger  than  the  isolated  and 
backward  Democratic  People’s 
Republic  of  Korea  across  the 
38*  parallel  to  the  north.  If 
the  ROK  wanted  or  needed  to, 
it  could  have  a larger  military 
budget  than  the  entire  GDP  of 
the  DPRK. 

The  DPRK  can  field  a 
massive  force,  yes,  but  in  the 
end,  it  remains  the  army  of  the 
world’s  preeminent  prison  house 
of  nations  and  lacks  the  oil 
supplies  essential  for  prolonged 
mechanized  operations  that 
are  the  cornerstone  of  modem 
conventional  warfare. 

A renewal  of  conventional 
war  between  the  two  Koreas 
would  be  as  destmctive  as  it  would 
be  tragic,  but  in  all  likelihood, 
the  Republic  of  Korea’s  military 
would  handily  dispatch  its 
adversaries  on  the  battlefield 
and  most  importantly,  it  could 
achieve  this  on  its  own. 

The  United  States’ 
military  presence  long  ago 
achieved  its  initial  goal  of 
defending  and  protecting  the 
Republic  of  Korea. 

It  played  a pivotal  role 
in  sustaining  the  fledgling  state 
in  the  decades  immediately 
after  the  suspension  of  open 
hostilities  on  the  Korean 
peninsula,  during  which  the 
ROK  was  heavily  dependent 
upon  the  U.S.  both  militarily  and 
economically. 

The  Cold  War  has  been 


over  for  two  decades  and  the 
Democratic  People’s  Republic  of 
Korea  now  stands  in  the  shadow 
of  the  ROK.  Even  the  nuclear 
threat,  which  would  be  suicidal 
for  the  ROK,  could  be  further 
negated  by  the  United  States 
assuming  an  offshore  balancing 
role. 

The  benefit  of  this 
strategy  is  that  it  moves  U.S. 
military  personnel  out  of 
harms  way  while  allowing 
the  U.S.  to  remain  engaged 
diplomatically  and  politically 
while  withdrawing.  The  Korean 
War  may  technically  not  be  over 
but  it  is  time  for  the  Obama 
administration  to  negotiate  the 
timetable  for  the  end  of  direct 
American  involvement  in  this 
frozen  conflict  from  the  dawn  of 
the  Cold  War. 

In  an  era  of  fiscal 
irresponsibility  in  Washington, 
eliminating  outdated  foreign 
commitments  that  have 
succeeded  in  their  original 
purpose  and  are  not  necessary 
for  the  national  security  of  the 
United  States  itself  must  be  an 
option  on  the  table. 

It  is  hypocritical  for 
American  politicians  today  to 
talk  about  cutting  entitlement 
programs  domestically  before 
ending  the  massive  government 
handout,  that  is,  the  American 
underwriting  of  the  Republic  of 
Korea’s  security  and  others  like 
it  abroad. 


Parking  Control  Board  looking  at  ways  to  improve  parking  on  campus 


■ continued  from  page  1 

“Faculty  have  a statewide 
contract  where  it  says  that  they 
only  pay  $1  for  their  parking 
decal ,”  Dalesandro  said . “Faculty 
and  staff  are  grouped  into  one 
category  so  staff  members  get 
the  benefit  of  that  as  well.” 

Another  change  to  the 
parking  system  at  Westfield  this 
year  is  that  the  ticket  appeal 
process  is  now  online  and 
students  can  use  Owl  Bucks  to 
pay  their  tickets. 

Everything  is  also  handled 
at  the  campus  center  service  desk 


in  Ely.  Morgan  said  this  system 
was  created  because  the  previous 
process  for  appealing  and  paying 
tickets  often  involved  students 
running  back  and  forth  between 
Ely  and  Public  Safety  and  was 
an  unfair  hassle  to  students. 

In  terms  of  future  parking 
changes,  Dalesandro  said  the 
biggest  problem  the  board  faces 
is  the  limited  amount  of  space  that 
is  actually  available  on  campus. 
“We  can  expand  South  Lot,  but 
students  want  more  parking 
on  main  campus,”  Dalesandro 
said.  With  an  increasing  number 
of  faculty  and  staff  requiring 


parking  spots  on  campus  and 
pending  construction  set  to 
eliminate  the  parking  lot  between 
Ely  and  Lammers , the  number  of 
spots  available  for  commuters, 
residents  and  faculty  on  campus 
has  been  reduced. 

“Eventually  on  campus 
parking  for  students  may  become 
obsolete  in  the  near  future,” 
Dalesandro  said.  “I  know  that’s 
something  that  students  don’t 
want  to  hear,  but  it  could  get  to 
the  point  where  faculty  and  staff 
have  to  park  down  in  South  Lot 
as  well.”  Dalesandro  said  the 
Parking  Board  is  working  with 


Public  Safety  to  increase  the 
frequency  of  shuttles  that  go 
down  to  South  Lot. 

“We’re  looking  at  stuff  to 
ease  the  pain  of  having  to  park  in 
South  Lot,”  said  Dalesandro 

Morgan  added  that  many 
commuters  don’t  realize  that 
there  are  other  parking  options 
outside  of  the  main  commuter 
lot  next  to  Wilson  Hall. 

“Juniper  Parking  Lot  is  all 
commuter  and  has  102  spots,” 
Morgan  said.  “Along  the  tree 
line  coming  down  Ely  Road  is 
all  commuter  and  there  are  20 
additional  spots  behind  Ely.” 


The  parking  lot  behind 
Lammers,  often  seen  with  more 
than  30  empty  spots  on  an 
average  day,  will  soon  be  taken 
over  as  a staging  area  when 
preparation  for  construction  of 
the  new  residence  hall  begins 
in  November  according  to 
Dalesandro. 

“It’s  frustrating  for  us 
as  well  when  we  look  out  the 
window  and  see  these  open 
lots  and  commuters  are  trying 
to  drive  around  to  find  a spot,” 
Dalesandro  said.  “So  the  board 
is  looking  for  other  options  at 
this  point.” 
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Trash  collection: 

An  alarm  clock  for  students 


Parking  on  campus: 

Spaces  limited  for  new  and  current  students 


Joshua  Clark 
Voice  Reporter 


Being  a college 
student,  we  are  inundated 
with  assignments,  projects, 
and  social  opportunities  that 
keep  us  up  into  the  wee  hours 
of  the  morning.  That  being 
said,  it  is  nice  when  we  get  the 
opportunity  to  sleep. 

When  we  are  fortunate 
to  finally  get  to  sleep,  it  is  not 
a welcome  thought  to  wake  up 
at  7:00  or  8:00,  even  if  it’s  on 
purpose. 

Recently,  however, 
students  have  found  themselves 
being  woken  up  at  5:00  or  5:30 
- way  sooner  than  planned. 

What  is  the  cause  of 
this?  A roommate  snoring? 
A noisy  radiator?  A tractor 
trailer  driving  on  Western 
Avenue?  Oh  no.  The  source  of 
this  annoying  wake  up  call  is 


Waste  Management,  picking  up 
the  trash  and  recycling  left  by 
Westfield  State  students. 

The  banging  of  the 
dumpsters  multiple  times  on  the 
truck,  the  beeping  of  the  truck, 
and  dropping  of  the  dumpster  on 
the  ground  has  caused  constant 
aggravation  for  students,  often 
being  the  talk  of  D.C.  morning 
chat. 

“How  did  you  wake  up 
this  morning?” 

“It  was  the  dumpsters, 
man.  I swear  they’re  coming 
earlier  and  earlier  every  time.” 

The  results  of  being 
rudely  awakened  by  the  trash 
collection  are  falling  asleep  in 
class,  lost  focus  when  working 
on  assignments,  and  aggravated 
students. 

Is  it  possible  that  trash 
can  be  collected  at  a more 
inconspicuous  hour?  Maybe 
11:00,  or  noon?  It’ll  help  us 
save  those  precious  hours  of 
sleep. 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


It’s  7:45  a.m.  You’re  a 
commuter,  and  you  have  class 
at  8:15  and  you  decided  you’d 
come  a little  early  to  get  a good 
seat  in  class. 

Except  that  you  arrive 
at  the  campus  to  find  that 
there  are  no  more  spots  in  the 
commuter  lot,  forcing  you  to 
drive  down  to  South  Lot. 

Parking  on  campus 
is  beginning  to  become  a little 
more  difficult. 

To  add  to  the  additional 
commuting  students  enrolled 
on  campus  this  year,  students 
are  also  fighting  with  professors 
trying  to  find  a parking  spot. 

There  are  also 
construction  vehicles  that 
are  starting  to  become 
commonplace  here. 

Taking  a drive  down 


to  the  South  Lot,  you’ll  find 
that  there  are  less  spots  open  for 
commuting  students  looking  for 
a last  resort  parking  space. 

To  add  to  the 
aggravation,  there  are  “squatter” 
cars  that  are  parked  in  the  South 
Lot  without  permits. 

For  the  last  four  weeks 
I’ve  been  trying  to  get  my  car 
on  campus  so  that  I can  get  to 
my  job  that  is  out  of  Westfield. 
As  a freshman,  however,  it  is 
proving  to  be  difficult. 

Inquiries  to  the  office 
of  the  Interim  Vice  President 
of  Student  Affairs  have  given 
an  overcast  outlook  on  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  a 
parking  spot. 

Parking  rules  and 
regulations  state  that  freshmen 
aren’t  allowed  to  have  cars  on 
campus,  except  for  military, 
familial,  and  health  reasons. 

Off-campus  parking 
permits  are  granted  on  a space- 
available  basis. 


NO 

PARKING 

^ »■ 

■■ 

photo  by  clker.com 
As  of  late,  parking  on 
campus  has  become  very 
limited  and  hard  to  find. 

Maybe  one  of  the 
considerations  that  should  be 
made  as  we’re  renovating  our 
campus  should  be  an  additional 
parking  lot  to  supplement  the 
South  and  Commuter  Lots. 

Parking  problems 
would  be  relieved  just  as  quickly 
as  they  were  created. 


obleHospital 

Your  community  hospital  of  choice 

115WestSii<«fStiieet.t>O.B<»t1634>yuestteld,MA  0t088'ie34 
(413)  55S-2&11  > vwtwJtobtoHospIMorg 


October  2011  marks  the  27th  year  since  the  first  National 
Breast  Cancer  Awareness  Month  was  declared  in  1985. 

Noble  Hospital  is  celebrating  this  anniversary  in  a special  way  - 
by  wearing  pink  exam  gloves. 
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OpEd 

The  Secret  Socialist: 

Troy  Davis,  Liberty  and  Justice  for  all 


Photo  by  indybay.org 


Petitioners  gather  together  to  protest  the  “unjust”  ex- 
ecution of  alleged  murderer  Tory  Davis. 


Cleopatra  Jones  & 
Fersherlock  Holmes 
Voice  Reporters 


Troy  Davis,  after  22 
years  in  prison,  was  executed 
for  allegedly  killing  an  off- 
duty  police  officer  in  the  deep 
south  of  Georgia. 

In  1989,  Davis  was 
arrested  for  the  murder  of 
officer  Mark  MacPhail. 

Although  there 
was  no  physical  evidence, 
the  prosecution  used  the 
testimonies  of  nine  wimesses 
to  convict  Davis  of  murder. 

The  lack  of  DNA 
evidence,  a murder  weapon, 
and  fingerprints  did  not  stop 
the  Georgia  courts  from 
sentencing  him  to  death. 

Davis  was  too  poor 
to  afford  a good  attorney  and 
too  black  to  afford  justice  in 
the  state  of  Georgia. 

This  is  our  justice 
system  at  its  very  worst. 

A point  was  made  to 
the  people  of  our  nation  when 
this  decision  was  too  quickly 
reached,  that  race  and  class 
had  everything  to  do  with 
why  he  arrested  in  the  first 
place. 

Could  this  be  why 
that  even  though  after 
seven  of  the  nine  witnesses, 
whose  testimonies  were 
the  sole  reason  Davis  was 
found  guilty,  recanted  their 
statements  on  behalf  of 
claims  of  police  cohesion  and 
threats,  not  the  Parole  Board, 
the  Georgia  Courts,  The 
Supreme  Court,  or  even  our 
U.S.  president  would  grant 
Davis  his  clemency? 

Nearly  20  years  later, 
over  one  million  people  have 
signed  petitions  to  stop  the 
execution  of  Davis. 

The  CEPD 


(Campaign  to  End  the 
Death  Penalty)  has  gained 
worldwide  support,  with 
Davis’s  own  sister,  Martina 
Correia,  even  saying  “People 
all  over  the  world,  they  say  T 
am  Troy  Davis’  in  languages 
he  can’t  even  speak.’’ 

Thousands  of 

marchers  took  to  the  streets  in 
Atlanta  to  protest  this  modem 
day  lynching  of  an  innocent 
man. 

Many  here  in 
America  would  say  that  we 
live  in  a post  racial  era,  and 
many  point  to  the  fact  that  we 
have  a black  president  as  a 
sign  that  America  has  moved 
past  the  issues  of  race. 

The  truth  of  the 
matter  is  quite  different. 

88  percent  of  those 
who  are  on  death  row  are 
people  of  color. 

One  out  of  every  nine 
black  men  are  in  prison. 

As  an  African 
American  it  is  more  likely 
that  you  will  end  up  in  prison 


than  in  college. 

According  to  Human 
Rights  Watch,  40  percent  of 
people  who  are  in  prison  are 
black,  yet  only  12  percent  of 
the  American  population  is 
African  American. 

When  racism 

has  become  so  imbedded 
into  the  system  and  the 
American  populace  refuses 
to  acknowledge  it  surely 
something  has  gone  wrong. 

We  as  Americans 
must  talk  honestly  about 
this  subject,  we  can  no 
longer  tolerate  these  great 
injustices. 

We  could  not  save 
Troy  Davis,  but  we  can  not 
let  him  die  in  vain. 

The  state  of  Georgia 
would  rather  put  a man  to 
death  then  admit  the  system 
had  failed. 

As  Davis  was 
awaiting  his  grim  fate  he 
said,  “Georgia  feels  it  is 
better  to  kill  me  than  admit 
I’m  iimocent.” 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Hola  amigos  y amigas! 


I never  took  Spanish  so  don’t  hurt  me  if  that’s 
wrong.  Last  year  I did  my  entire  editor’s  desk  in 
French  - that  was  interesting. 

With  this  comment,  I know  you’re  all  going  to 
want  to  hurt  me:  I want  it  to  rain  more!  My  20th 
(yes.  I’m  a junior  and  I’m  only  19)  birthday  is  in  a 
month  or  so,  and  for  an  early  birthday  present,  my 
mom  bought  me  a Northface  rainjacket!  I know,  I 
conformed  and  got  a Northface,  but  it’s  so  won- 
derful. Everyone  should  conform.  Just  kidding. 
But  seriously. 

Anyway!  Thanks  for  reading!  This  is  our  first 
16-page  edition  this  year,  and  I think  it  came  out 
pretty  nice!! 

Samantha  Fahey 

Co-Editor-In-Chief 

sfahey5744@westfieldjna.edu 


The  views  anti  opinions  ex- 
pressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those  of 
the  staff  or  of  the  university 
as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ''letter  to  the  editor*’  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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OpTd 


7 


Competency  and  Conservatism 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


The  debate  over  capital 
punishment  in  the  United  States 
has  been  going  on  since  1846, 
when  Michigan  became  the  first 
state  to  abolish  it. 

For  the  most  part, 
Americans  support  the  death 
penalty,  however  as  of  2009  16 
states  have  done  away  with  the 
practice. 

A Rasmussen  poll 
taken  in  June  of  20 1 1 finds  that 
62%  of  Americans  favor  the 
death  penalty,  while  26%  oppose 
it  and  the  rest  are  unsure. 

The  death  penalty  has 
gained  some  attention  recently 
with  the  mention  of  it  during  a 
Republican  Presidential  debate. 

Governor  Rick  Perry 
was  applauded  for  his  defense 
of  the  practice,  however  it  has 
raised  questions  among  political 
scientists. 

Those  who  question 
the  use  of  capital  punishment  do 
so  over  issues  of  race  and  cost. 

Lets  take  Texas, 
because  it  is  Governor  Perry’s 
home  state. 

Every  case  in  Texas 
costs  the  state  $2.3  million 
which  is  about  triple  the  cost 
of  housing  an  inmate  in  a 
maximum  security  prison  for 
40  plus  years. 


This  is  a legitimate 
concern,  however  the  people  of 
Texas  have  to  ask  themselves  if 
they  think  it  is  worth  the  cost. 
It  should  be  up  to  them  not  the 
federal  government. 

In  the  case  of  race  it 
is  equally  split.  Looking  across 
the  United  States,  44%  of  death 
row  inmates  are  white  and  41% 
are  black. 

This  has  been  a central 
theme  in  opposition  to  capital 
punishment.  Which  as  you  can 
see,  is  just  plain  wrong.  The 
numbers  speak  for  themselves. 

My  opinion  involving 
capital  punishment  is  mixed.  I 
believe  that  the  death  penalty  is 
an  acceptable  form  of  justice  as 
devised  by  the  people. 

However  my  faith 
comes  from  my  understanding 
of  Catholicism  and  its  value  on 
all  forms  of  life. 

It  is  a troubling 
decision  to  make  and  that  is 
why  it  should  be  left  up  to  the 
states.  The  death  penalty  is  a 
form  of  law  and  brings  with  it  a 
precedent. 

However,  a state  has 
the  authority  under  the  10th 
amendment  of  the  United  States 
Constitution  to  provide  for  its 
general  welfare. 

It  can  enforce  these 
means  through  its  natural  use  of 
police  power. 

My  problem  with 


opponents  of  capital  punishment 
is  that  they  want  to  have  a 
federal  ban,  which  I believe  is 
unconstitutional  because  it  is 
purely  a state’s  rights  issue. 

The  founding  fathers 
believed  that  justice  was  to  be 
delivered  on  a state  level  so  as 
to  balance  out  government. 

After  years  of  British 
oppression,  the  last  thing  they 
wanted  was  a federal  death 
penalty  statute  on  the  books. 

I have  my  problems 
with  the  death  penalty.  Some 
states,  such  as  Texas,  have 
questionable  clemency  appeal 
boards. 

The  costs  are 
monstrous  and  as  we  all  know, 
the  justice  system  is  not  always 
perfect.  Sometimes  innocent 
men  go  to  jail  and  guilty  men 
go  free. 

However,  at  the  end 
of  the  day  we  cant  shy  away 
from  the  evils  of  society. 
People  commit  crimes,  such 
as  murder,  and  I believe  that  a 
state  ought  to  decide  what  fits 
the  punishment. 

All  encompassing 
federal  mandates  do  more  harm 
than  that  of  which  they  were 
trying  to  prevent. 

It  stymies  growth, 
prosperity,  and  liberty. 

We  are  a nation  of  laws 
and  it  is  ever  important  that  this 
issue  be  left  up  to  the  states. 


Sigma  Tau  Delta  Leaf  Raking 

Members  will  rake  your  lawn  as  part  of  a fundraiser 
to  attend  our  annual  convention, 
held  in  New  Orleans. 

Prices  are  negotiated  based  on  lawn  size. 

If  you  live  in  Westfield  or  the  surrounding  area,  E- 
mail  or  call  Amanda  Hebson  at: 

Ahebson5600@wscjna.edu,  (774)272-0874  or  call 
Professor  Brewster  at  ext.  5332  and  leave  your 
name,  address,  and  phone  number  where  you  can  be 
reached. 

“Everyone  must  take  time  to  sit  and  watch  the  leaves  turn."  -Elizabeth  Lawrence 


Editor’s 

Desk 


Happy  Friday  everyone! 

After  going  home  two  weekends  in  a row,  my  car 
is  screaming  for  help,  and  so  I have  decided  to  stay 
here  this  weekend! 

Anyone  have  any  fun  plans?  I have  an  open  house 
tour  (because  I’m  a tour  guide  :])  and  lots  of  fun 
homework!!!  ... 

So  if  you  plan  on  being  in  the  library  on  Sunday, 
you’ll  probably  see  me.  Come  say  hi! 

Hope  you  all  have  a fun  weekend  and  as  always 
thanks  for  reading!  I’m  going  to  get  back  to  work 
now  :) 

Smell  ya  later,  (just  kidding!) 

Alex  Myers 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 
amyers9330@  Westfield  .ma  .edu 

The  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those  of 
the  staff  or  of  the  university 
as  a whole. 

If  JOM  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ''letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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B y S a^m  a n t h a F a h e y|  J 


Jimmy  Carter  - Bom  Oct  1 , 1924 


LA  Times  Bombing  - Event  Oct  1,1910 


James  Dean-  Died  Sept  30, 1955 


During  the  late  19*  and 


Carter  was  bom  in 
Georgia,  the  oldest  of 
four  children.  Fun  Fact: 
He  was  the  first  president 
to  be  bom  in  a hospital.  In 
high  school  he  was  fond  of 
reading,  as  well  as  a gifted 
basketball  player,  and  he 
was  part  of  the  Future 
Farmers  of  America.  After 
high  school  he  attended 
Georgia  Southwestern 
College  and  Georgia 
Tech,  and  then  joined 
the  United  States  Naval 
Academy,  graduating  59* 


out  of  820  midshipman. 
On  Dec  12,  1952  there 
was  an  accident  involving 
radioactive  water  at 
Canada’s  Chalk  River 
Laboratories.  He  and  his 
crew  had  to  go  down  and 
fix  the  problem,  exposing 
themselves  to  radiation. 
Carter  has  said  that  that 
experience  shaped  his 
views  on  nuclear  power 
and  his  decision  not  to 
pursue  completion  of  the 
neutron  bomb.  He  wanted 
to  make  a career  out  it 
but  after  his  father  died, 
he  had  to  mn  the  family 
business.  Later,  he  became 
Georgia’s  State  Senator, 
and  years  later,  the 
Governor.  When  he  began 
miming  for  president,  the 
Watergate  Scandal  was 
still  a hot  topic,  so  that  he 
was  a little-known  name 
in  Washington  worked  to 
his  advantage. 


early  20“  century.  The 
Iron  Workers  union  was 
formed.  At  first,  they  were 
uneducated,  underpaid, 
and  not  skilled  enough  to 
do  their  jobs.  However,  the 
American  Bridge  Company 
was  the  dominant  company 
in  the  iron  industry,  and 
they  were  able  to  organize 
workers  and  win  them 
signed  contracts,  including 
union  shop  clauses. 
Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
publisher  of  the  Los  Angeles 


Times  was  extremely  anti- 
union. He  took  action  and 
used  his  newspaper’s  large 
circulation  to  head  the 
campaign  to  rid  the  city 
of  union  workers.  At  1:07 
a.m.  a bomb  went  off  in 
the  alleyway  just  outside 
the  Times  building.  It  was 
supposed  to  go  ofif  at  4 a.m. 
when  the  building  would 
have  been  empty,  but  the 
timer  was  faulty  and  of  the 
115  people  in  the  building, 
21  died  and  the  rest  were 
severely  injured. 


Dean  was  bom  on 
Febmary  8,  1931 

in  Indiana.  He  was 
extremely  close  to  his 
mother  until  she  died 
of  cancer  when  Dean 
was  only  9 years  old. 
He  was  sent  to  live  with 
his  aunt  and  uncle,  who 
tried  to  raise  him  up  to 
be  a Quaker.  However, 
Dean  formed  a close 
bond  with  the  local 
Methodist  Reverend, 
who  got  Dean  interested 
in  bullfighting,  car 
racing,  and  theatre. 
Rumors  around  their 
relationship  stiU  remain 
today;  some  say  that  he 
was  sexually  intimate 
with  the  Reverend 
while  others  say  he  was 
sexually  abused.  In  high 
school  he  was  a popular 
athlete,  but  when  he 
began  to  attend  UCLA 


he  majored  in  Drama. 
His  first  appearance 
was  in  a Pepsi-Cola 
commercial,  but  he  is 
famous  for  his  roles  in 
“East  of  Eden,”  “Rebel 
Without  A Cause,”  and 
“Giant.”  Dean  died  in 
a head  on  car  collision 
after  having  suffered  a 
broken  neck,  fractures 
of  the  jaw,  and  multiple 
internal  wounds.  At  the 
hospital  he  was 
pronounced  D.O.A. 


facts  courtesy  ofwikipediacom 


Book  review:  Super  Constitution  by  Charles  Kim 


Think  you  can  do  a better  job 
writing  the  weekly  reflections? 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


“Super  Constitution,” 
by  Charles  Kim,  is  the  type  of 
book  which,  after  you’ve  read  it, 
you  just  shake  your  head  and  ask 
yourself  “What  did  I just  read?” 

It  bases  itself  on  the 
premise  that  three  technologies, 
when  used  together,  could 
redraw  the  world’s  borders, 
removing  countries  as  we 
know  them  and  instead  creating 
something  along  the  lines  of  a 
world  government. 

Each  of  these 
technologies  is  invented  by  one 


of  the  protagonists,  and  they  meet 
through  one  of  the  weirdest  and 
most  absurd  and  mind-bogglingly 
perverse  coincidences,  fictional  or 
otherwise,  I have  ever  heard  of. 

The  book  is  full  of 
these  coincidences,  and  has  little 
suspense  going  for  it. 

The  plot  doesn’t  move 
you,  and  is  easily  predictable  as 
well  as  unsatisfying. 

It  is  driven  not  by  the 
standards  of  good  characters 
and  a driving  plot,  but  an 
idealism  that  doesn’t  serve  the 
book  at  all. 

The  message  that  the 
author  is  trying  to  convey,  if  there 
is  one,  is  lost  in  the  atrocious 
writing. 


Another  major  complaint 
is  the  author’s  complete  butchery 
of  the  EngUsh  language  and  some 
basic  rules  of  grammar. 

It  had  several  passages  that 
made  me  recall  some  paragraphs  I 
was  given  in  grammar  school  to 
correct  for  practice  in  grammar. 

The  only  difference  was 
that  the  practice  paragraphs  were 
written  even  better  than  some 
of  “Super  Constitution’s”  very 
worst. 

There  are  two  types  of 
people  I can  recommend  this 
book  to:  masochistic  lovers 
of  the  English  language  and 
those  who  enjoy  mocking  bad 
science  fiction. 

2 out  of  10. 


Read  any  good  books  lately?  Seen 
any  good  movies?  Even  bad 
experiences  are  worth  ^ 

sharing. 

m 

Is  there  a play  going  on  at  WSU? 

Are  you  involved  in  id* 

m 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see  ^ 

Sj  your  name  in  print! 

email: 

thevoice@mstfield.ma.  edu 
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Book  Review:  Honesty  and  Pain  Abound  in  Burroughs’  “Queer” 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Out  of  all  of  the  books 
I read  this  summer,  William 
S.  Burroughs’  short  novel 
“Queer”  was  by  far  my 
favorite. 

I had  never  read  any 
Burroughs  before  and  I was 
curious  to  see  what  all  the  fuss 
was  about. 

I am  a huge  fan  of  Jack 
Kerouac  and  the  Beat  writers, 
so  I decided  to  give  Burroughs 
a shot. 

Now  I finally  see  why  he 
is  so  famous;  the  pure  honesty 
in  his  writing  is  something  to  be 
marveled  at. 

I have  read  many  great 
writers,  but  Burroughs  is  by  far 
one  of  the  most  honest  when 


it  comes  to  revealing  the  inner 
self. 

“Queer”  was  written 
between  the  years  1951-1953, 
but  wasn’t  published  until 
1985.  This  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  dubbed  to  be 
too  short,  uninteresting,  and 
too  obscene  for  publishing  in 
the  U.S.  because  of  its  heavy 
homosexual  content. 

That  being  said,  this 
novel  is  far  from  uninteresting. 
“Queer”  focuses  on  the  character 
Lee,  used  in  Burroughs’ 
previous  novel  “Junkie.” 

Lee  is  an  extremely  self- 
conscious,  insecure,  gay  man 
that  is  trying  to  kick  his  heroin 
habit. 

However,  the  novel 
doesn’t  focus  on  drugs;  it 
focuses  on  the  relationships 
between  Lee  and  the  people  he 
meets. 


In  particular,  “Queer” 
focuses  on  Lee’s  relationship, 
or  lack  thereof,  with  Allerton,  a 
young  college  student.  “Queer” 
takes  place  in  Mexico  City,  a 
place  where  Burroughs  spent 
years  of  his  life. 

Burroughs  projects 
himself  through  the  character 
of  Lee;  confused  about  his 
sexuality,  addled  by  drugs,  and 
unable  to  properly  communicate 
with  people. 

Lee  is  a middle  aged  man 
that  hangs  out  at  bars  and  clubs 
with  young  American  college 
students  and  soldiers  living  off 
of  their  GI  Bills. 

Throughout  the  novel, 
Lee  seems  confused  and  out  of 
place  among  this  ragtag  bunch 
of  people,  and  especially  so 
after  he  meets  Allerton. 

Allerton  is  a young, 
attractive  college  student  that 


Lee  falls  head  over  heels  for. 
Lee  goes  through  many  trials 
trying  to  pursue  Allerton. 

Most  people  have  had 
someone  of  romantic  interest 
that  they  cannot  attain  for  many 
reasons,  so  Lee  is  quite  relatable 
in  this  respect. 

At  times  Lee  is  a repulsive 
and  vile  character,  shown 
through  his  illicit  actions,  dirty 
thoughts,  and  harsh  words. 
Other  times,  Lee  is  sensitive, 
caring,  and  intelligent. 

While  reading  “Queer,”  I 
was  tom  about  whether  I wanted 
Lee  to  succeed,  or  whether  I 
wanted  him  to  fail. 

“Queer”  is  honest,  yet 
quite  humorous.  The  bits  of 
humor  helped  to  ease  the 
weighty,  harsh  subjects  that  the 
book  focuses  on. 

“Queer”  was  my 
favorite  book  of  the  summer 


not  because  it  was  extremely 
well-written  and  engaging;  it 
was  my  favorite  book  because 
Burroughs  tenderly  examined 
the  relationships  between 
homosexual  men. 

Burroughs  doesn’t  mock 
the  characters  of  his  book; 
rather,  he  lets  his  own  personal 
experiences  flow  through  the 
characters. 

One  of  the  most 
beautiful  aspects  of  literature 
is  when  the  authors  let 
themselves  show  through  their 
characters,  and  Burroughs 
achieves  this  with  grace  and 
humor. 

I highly  recommend 
“Queer”  to  anyone  interested 
in  Beat  literature  or  anyone 
looking  for  an  extremely  honest 
piece  of  work.  I look  forward 
to  reading  more  of  Burroughs’ 
works  in  the  future. 


Book  Review:  The  Choice  by  Nicholas  Sparks 


Book  Review:  A Visit  from  the  Goon 
Squad  by  Jennifer  Egan 


Amber  Pettell 

Voice  Reporter 


Many  authors  who 
write  multiple  bestsellers 
are  able  to  do  so  because 
they  find  a certain 
template  or  pattern  for 
writing,  which  suits  their 
style  and  appeals  to  a 
large  base  of  readers. 

Nicholas  Sparks  is 
a perfect  example  of  a 
pattern  writer. 

Over  his  long  career 
thousands  of  readers  have 
fallen  in  love  with  his 
sentimental  love  stories 
with  a twist. 

The  Choice  is 
another  heartfelt  tale  bom 
from  Sparks’  winning 
pattern. 

The  novel  tells  the 
story  of  Travis  Parker 
and  Gabby  Holland,  new 
neighbors  on  the  coast  of 


South  Carolina. 

Despite  being 
different  in  both 
personality  and  lifestyle. 
Gabby  and  Travis  are 
inexplicably  drawn 
together.  The  two  seem  to 
balance  each  other  out. 

Travis’s  laid- 
back  manner  allows 
Gabby  to  experience 
the  world  in  a new  way 
while  she  provides  him 
with  the  stability  and 
understanding  that  is 
lacking  in  his  life. 

However,  their 
love  story  is  not  a simple 
one  because  sometimes 
passion  Just  is  not 
enough. 

As  the  characters 
begin  their  Journey 
together  they  are  both 
faced  with  decisions 
that  have  the  power  to 
impact  their  lives 
for  decades  to  come 
whether  they  choose  to 


say  together  or  go  their 
separate  ways. 

The  consequences 
of  these  decisions  set  up 
part  two  of  the  novel  in 
which  both  the  characters 
and  readers  come  face-to- 
face  with  the  importance 
of  every  single  choice  in 
life. 

Sparks  is  no  doubt 
a master  storyteller; 
however  it  is  his 
characters  that  tmly  make 
this  novel  shine. 

There  is  something 
about  both  Gabby  and 
Travis  that  makes  them 
seem  genuine. 

The  tme  Joy  of 
any  book  is  being  able  to 
relate  to  its  characters  and 
get  lost  in  their  Journey. 

Any  good  novel 
can  draw  extmders  in  to 
make  them  care  about 
what  is  going  on. 

The  story  The 
Choice  does  Just  that. 


Amber  Pettell 

Voice  Reporter 


A Visit  from  the 
Goon  Squad  is  a novel 
about  time. 

Time  is  one  constant 
in  everyone’s  life. 

As  the  days  and 
years  tick  by  change 
comes  inevitably,  in 
some  cases  there  are 
positive  changes  and 
in  others  the  slow  and 
tedious  process  of  aging 
can  transform  people 
in  ways  they  never 
expected. 

This  novel 

showcases  many  life 
lessons  that  can  only  be 
fully  understood  through 
life  experience  and  the 
passage  of  time. 


Set  in  the  glitzy 
yet  dangerous  world 
of  Hollywood  (more 
specifically  the  music 
business)  it  follows  a 
diverse  collection  of 
narrators  through  the 
highs  and  lows  of  their 
own  individual  lives. 

Told  through  the 
varied  and  colorful 
voices  of  these  separate 
yet  interconnected 
characters  encapsulates 
a level  of  wisdom  could 
not  be  attained  by  simply 
following  a single 
character. 

Each  separate 
narrator  not  only  tells 
a different  story,  but 
they  also  explore  their 
experiences  with  a wide 
range  of  narration  styles 
and  points  of  view. 

Each  separate 


story  offers  up  its  own 
individual  wisdom  or 
lessons  while  also  tying 
in  to  a larger  theme. 

Given  that  this 
novel  frequently  shuffles 
through  separate  in 
the  events,  times,  and 
narrators  it  is  sometimes 
a bit  hard  to  follow. 

Readers  should 
also  be  cautioned  of  the 
occasionally  dark  content 
of  the  story. 

Its  portrayals  of 
drug  abuse,  addiction, 
depression,  suicide  and 
other  serious  topics  are 
harsh  but  honest. 

Looking  past 
its  challenges  A Visit 
from  the  Goon  Squad  is 
emotional,  complex,  and 
rewarding  read  every  bit 
deserving  of  its  Pulitzer 
prize-winning  reputation. 
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Many  new  fall  TV  shows  on  verge  of  cancellation 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 

We  are  only  one  week 
into  the  new  TV  season,  but  it 
already  appears  that  many  new 
shows  are  not  going  to  be  on 
our  airwaves  much  longer. 

Even  before  heading 
into  this  week,  many  TV  critics 
have  said  that  this  is  the  worst 
new  set  of  TV  pilots  in  a long 
time. 

Though  there  may 
be  one  diamond  in  the  rough 
(“New  Girl”),  the  other  shows 
have  been  overly  hyped  and  are, 
for  the  most  part,  terrible. 

One  only  need  look 
at  the  ratings  of  these  shows  to 
figure  out  which  shows  are  on 
their  way  to  cancellation. 

Here  is  a look  at  some 
of  shows  that  are  in  danger  of 
being  no  more. 

“H8R”  (CW)-  The 

concept  of  the  show  “HSR” 
is  that  it  features  reality  stars 
who  are  sick  and  tired  of  being 
mocked  by  viewers  (aJt:.a. 
“haters”). 

Basically,  celebrities 


like  Snooki  and  Jake  Pavelka 
try  to  fool  normal  folks  into 
looking  like  idiots  and  prove  to 
them  that  they  are  good  people. 

To  put  into  perspective 
how  bad  the  ratings  for  this  show 


are,  the  last  episode  of  HSR  was 
tied  in  viewers  from  18-34  with 
“Dora  the  Explorer”  on  Nick 
Jr.  It  really  says  something 
when  adults  would  rather  watch 
“Dora  the  Explorer”  than  a 
Mario  Lopez  reality  show. 

Why  this  show  was 
even  allowed  to  air  one  episode 


is  a mystery  to  me. 

“Free  Agents”  (NBC)- 
This  show  has  the  potential 
to  be  the  first  show  cancelled 
because , after  only  two  episodes , 
its  viewership  is  terrible  for  a 


network  like  NBC  and  failed 
to  break  four  million  viewers, 
which  is  not  a good  sign. 

“Playboy  Club” 
(NBC)-  Only  five  million 
viewers  watched  the  first  episode 
of  this  highly  publicized  drama 
about  the  famous  Playboy  Club 
in  Chicago  in  the  1960’s. 


The  show  claims 
the  women  of  this  club  had 
opportunities  to  do  something 
meaningful  in  the  world  while 
working  in  this  club. 

The  pilot  revealed  this 


concept  (and  this  show)  to  be 
a complete  and  utter  joke,  as 
it  just  had  the  girls  acting  like 
objects  and  raving  about  the 
lead  male  character. 

This  show  might  last 
a little  longer  than  the  others, 
given  how  NBC  sunk  a good 
amount  of  money  into  marketing 


this  show,  so  they  will  be  more 
patient  than  with  other  poorly 
rated  dramas. 

“X-Factor”  (Fox)-  Yes, 
this  show  averaged  about  12.5 
million  viewers  for  the  first 
four  hours  this  week,  but  those 
numbers  are  only  half  of  what 
American  Idol  gets.  Younger 
viewers  watched  the  debut  of 
NBC’s  “The  Voice.” 

This  show  would  have 
to  do  worse  than  ten  million  to 
be  on  the  verge  of  cancellation, 
but  it  is  still  not  a good  start. 

The  good  news  for  Fox 
is  that  viewers  do  not  seem  to  be 
rejecting  the  show  altogether:  on 
the  second  night  of  the  premier, 
the  show  was  able  to  hold  onto 
its  debut  audience. 

If  the  “X-Factor”  could 
hold  onto  this  audience  for  the 
rest  of  the  year,  that  would  be 
great,  but  this  would  be  a huge 
disappointment  for  Simon 
Cowell.  He  said  that  anything 
less  than  20  million  viewers 
would  be  a disappointment. 

Considering  his  hefty 
salary  and  high  production 
costs,  the  show  ultimately  isn’t 
very  profitable. 


Photo  by  img.poptower.com 


HSR  is  one  among  many  new  TV  premiers  that  could  possibly  be  heading  for  an  early 
series  finale. 


Controversial  play  inspires  conversation  at  WSU 


Lindsay  Ketaineck 
Voice  Reporter 


On  Friday,  September 
23,  a staged  reading  of  a play 
entitled  “Exile  from  Eden,” 
written  by  WSU  Philosophy 
professor  Brad  Art  took  place  at 
the  Black  Box  Theater  in  Ely. 

A staged  reading  is 
essentially  when  actors  read 
from  the  script  onstage  rather 
than  acting  them  out  as  a full- 
scale  play  while  a narrator 
voices  the  stage  direction.  In 
this  case,  it  was  narrated  by 
junior  Jerry  Greene. 

“Exile  from  Eden”  is  a 
reinterpretation  of  the  book  of 
Job  and  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


In  this  play,  Jesus, 
played  by  Brian  Scarmell,  is  a 
man  struggling  between  being 
divine  and  being  human,  and  he 
questions  his  purpose  on  earth 
and  the  necessity  for  his  death. 

In  dealing  with  this 
question,  he  seeks  knowledge 
from  a spirit  called  Sophia, 
played  by  Ashley  Shea,  who 
can  be  classified  as  a feminine 
personification  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Together,  they  witness 
the  struggles  of  Job,  played 
by  Richard  Varela,  who  loses 
everything  he  has  despite  being 
a faithful.  God-fearing  man. 

When  Job  questions 
God’s  application  of  justice, 
Jesus  is  angered,  but  he  begins 
to  have  the  same  questions 


after  getting  the  assistance  of 
Sophia. 

We  are  reminded  of 
what  Jesus  said  on  the  cross, 
according  to  the  Bible:  “Why 
have  you  forsaken  me?” 

After  the  reading,  the 
audience  had  the  opportunity 
to  stay  behind  for  a “talk-back” 
with  Professor  Art,  the  cast, 
and  Professor  Jack  Shea,  who 
directed  the  reading. 

The  audience  was 
able  to  ask  questions,  make 
comments,  and  offer  critiques 
about  how  the  play  could 
be  altered  for  a more  formal 
production. 

The  play  was 
wonderfully  executed,  and  the 
lines  were  well  acted  despite 
being  such  an  informal  setting. 


In  particular,  Brian 
Scarmell  rose  well  to  the 
challenge  of  portraying  Jesus 
Christ,  not  as  the  benevolent, 
forgiving  man  that  many 
Christians  know,  but  rather 
the  militant,  severe  man  he 
is  actually  shown  to  be  in  the 
Christian  Bible. 

Unfortunately,  there 
were  a few  moments  where  it 
was  difficult  to  understand  what 
was  happening,  particularly 
when  Sophia  was  speaking 
for  God,  and  it  became 
confusing  to  determine  whether 
she  was  speaking  as  Sophia  or 
as  God. 

Regardless  of  this 
confusion,  the  play  was 
fantastic,  thought  provoking 
and  creative. 


If  it  is  ever  made  into 
a fuUy  formed  play,  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  go  see  it.  You  will 
question  what  you  know,  and 
you  wiU  be  more  enlightened 
for  having  seen  it. 


See  any  good  plays 
lately? 

Read  any  great  books? 

Dying  to  share  your 
opinion? 

Email  us!: 

thevoice®  Westfield.  - 
ma.edu 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Quick  Info 


Top  Singles 

1 . Maroon  5 - Moves  Like 
Jagger 

2.  Adele  - Someone  Like 
You 

3.  Foster  the  People- 
Pumped  Up  Kicks 

4.  LMFAO  -Party  Rock 
Anthem 

5.  Gym  Class  Heroes- 
Stereo  Hearts 

6.  Bad  Meets  Evil  - 
Lighters 

7.  Cobra  Starship-  You 
Make  Me  Feel 

8.  Rihanna  - Cheers 
(Drink  to  That) 

9.  Nicki  Minaj-  Super 
Bass 


Top  Movies 

1 . The  Lion  King 

2.  Moneyball 

3.  Dolphin  Tale 

4.  Abduction 

5.  Killer  Elite 


Upcoming  DVD  Re- 
leases 

1 . Fast  Five 

2.  Scream  4 

3.  Transformers:  Dark  of 
the  Moon 

4.  African  Cats 


Top  Albums 
1 .Lady  Antebellum-  Own 
the  Night 

2. Adele-21 

3.  Lil  Wayne-  Carter  IV 

4.  Brantley  Gilbert-  Half- 
way to  Heaven 

5.  Staind  - Staind 

6.  The  Beatles  - 1 

7.  George  Strat  -Here  For 
a Good  Time 

8.  Dream  Theater  - A Dra- 
matic Turn  of  Events 

9 Jay-Z  and  Kayne  West- 
Watch  the  Throne 


TV:  Terra  Nova’s  series  premiere  impresses  viewers 


Matt  Jardin 

Voice  Reporter 


Viewers  now  have  a 
replacement  for  “Chuck”  on 
Monday  nights.  “Terra  Nova” 
debuted  Monday  night  on  Fox. 
The  show  kicked  off  with  a two 
hour  season  premier  that  left 
viewers  in  a Dino  sized  state  of 
excitement. 

“Terra  Nova”  centers  on 
a family  from  2149.  In  their 
time  the  world  is  running  out  of 
resources  and  there  is  a steadily 
decreasing  supply  of  oxygen 
and  clean  air.  To  prove  this 
point  early,  Jim  Shannon  (Jason 
O’Mara),  the  father  of  the 
family  walks  into  his  family’s 
small  apartment,  and  reveals  to 
his  son  an  orange  that  he  found. 


The  excitement  in  his 
family’s  eyes  as  they  all  enter 
the  room  only  hints  at  the 
damage  that  the  human  race  has 
done  to  the  planet. 

Shortly  after  that  there  is 
a pounding  on  the  door  from 
population  control  about  the 
suspicion  that  Jim  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  (Shelley  Conn)  have  a 
third  child  (an  illegal  act).  When 
they  find  the  child  Jim  fights  the 
officers  and  goes  to  prison. 

The  rest  of  his  family 
minus  Jim,  and  the  youngest 
daughter,  are  recruited  for  the 
Terra  Nova  project  which  will 
send  them  back  85  million  years 
to  try  to  start  fresh  and  keep  the 
human  race  from  destroying  the 
world  again. 

Jim  and  his  wife  figure 
out  a way  to  get  the  whole 


family  to  Terra  Nova  where  for 
seven  years  people  have  been 
time  hopping  to  a world  filled 
with  ancient  creatures  and  many 
things  that  the  Shannon  children 
have  never  seen,  like  clouds  and 
the  moon. 

The  human  race  is  given 
a second  chance  but  they  must 


fight  it  out  with  Dinosaurs, 
separatists  from  the  Terra  Nova 
settlement,  and  the  questionable 
leader  of  the  Terra  Nova 
settlement.  After  the  first  show, 
viewers  are  excited  to  explore 
the  world  of  Terra  Nova. 

“Terra  Nova”  can  be  seen 
on  Fox  Monday  nights  at  8p.m. 


Fleet  Foxes  perform  riveting  set  at  Holyoke’s  Mountain  Park 


Matt  Futterleib 

Voice  Reporter 

Nearly  3,000  fans 
embarked  upon  Holyoke’s 
picturesque  Mountain  Park 
on  Sunday  to  witness  the 
Seattle  folk  revivalist  Fleet 
Foxes  at  their  peak,  delivering 
a two-hour  set  of  expansive, 
goosebump-inducing  folk- 
rock. 

This  flawless  performance 
asserts  the  band’s  position  as 
indie  rock’s  most  studious 
melodic  innovators. 

Fleet  Foxes  emerged  in 
2008  as  one  of  indie  rock’s 
most  promising  new  acts, 
releasing  their  remarkable  self- 
titled  debut  LP  to  tremendous 
acclaim  (named  the  best 
album  of  that  year  by  many 
reputed  critics,  including  the 
notoriously  selective  music 
website  Pitchfork). 

The  band’s  soaring 
vocal  harmonies  and  lush 
instrumental  arrangements 
soon  became  their  trademark, 
and  fans  anxiously  awaited 
their  second  album. 

Released  in  May, 


Helplessness  Blues  reveals 
a more  mature  sound  that 
remains  melodically  adept  in 
its  approach  and  avoids  the 
dreaded  “sophomore  slump.” 

Their  increase  in  maturity 
transfers  over  to  the  stage, 
presenting  an  austere  stage 
presence  focused  on  achieving 
sonic  perfection. 

The  six-piece  ensemble 
of  incredibly  skilled  musicians 
treated  the  crowd  to  an 
introspective  set  list  of  songs, 
featuring  tracks  from  each  of 
their  three  terrific  releases  on 
Sub  Pop  Records. 

Each  song  was  performed 
in  peak  form,  with  brief-to- 
moderate  interludes  between 
some  songs  to  tune  guitars. 

Lead  singer,  rhythm 
guitaristandprimary  songwriter, 
Robin  Pecknold,  filled  these 
pauses  with  sips  of  tea  and 
a calm  bravado,  amusingly 
reacting  to  sometimes-brash 
audience  proclamations  without 
losing  his  cool  demeanor. 

Pecknold ’s  voice  did 
not  wane  once  throughout  the 
show,  as  Helplessness  Blues 
pinnacle  track  “Lorelai”  and 


older  favorites  “Mykonos”  and 
“Your  Protector”  displayed 
his  strong  vocals  and  poetic 
lyricism,  as  well  as  the  notable 
chops  of  backup  vocalists 
Christian  Wargo,  Morgan 
Henderson  and  J.  Tillman. 

Each  supported 

Pecknold’s  wonderfully 

soaring  voice  while  revolving 
on  an  impressive  multitude 
of  instruments,  ranging  from 
upright  bass  to  mandolin. 

When  the  band  took  on 
their  most  experimental  track, 
“The  Shrine/An  Argument,”  a 
chilling  mood  overcame  the 
audience. 

Reflective  lyrics  wailed 
by  Pecknold  gave  way  to 
an  emotionally  improvised 
solo  on  bass  clarinet  by 
Morgan  Henderson,  perfectly 
anticipating  the  change  of 
weather  from  summer  to 
autumn  in  the  cold  night  air. 

Two  songs  were  sung  on 
guitar  by  Pecknold  without  the 
aid  of  his  fellow  band  members, 
including  a brand  new  track 
called  “I  Let  You”  that  left  the 
vivacious  crowd  in  a moment 
of  silent  amazement. 


The  night’s  greatest 
moment  came  when  self- 
titled  album  highlight  “White 
Winter  Hymnal”  segued  into 
“Ragged  Wood”  without  any 
interruption,  bringing  the 
glorious  night  to  a climax  of 
melodic  majesty  during  the 
latter’s  enthralling  chorus  that 
had  the  crowd  singing  along  in 
proud  approval. 

Not  to  be  forgotten  is 
opening  band  The  Walkmen, 
a veteran  New  York  City  band 
whose  dark,  atmospheric  indie 
rock  added  a nice  contrast  to 
Fleet  Foxes’  warm  sound.  The 
warm  outdoor  setting  of  the 
show  was  very  inviting. 

Mountain  Park’s  hidden 
field  of  trimmed  green  grass 
surrounded  by  large  trees  was 
the  perfect  concert  location 
for  Fleet  Foxes  to  perform. 
It  definitely  has  potential  to 
be  the  best  summer  venue  in 
Massachusetts. 

Those  who  attended  this 
show  are  lucky  to  have  seen  this 
band  in  the  peak  of  their  career, 
and  I will  be  eagerly  awaiting 
their  return  to  this  great  venue, 
whenever  that  may  be. 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Shaw  breaks  record  as  WSU  volleyball  begins  conference  play 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


The  Framingham  State 
University  volleyball  team 
suffered  its  first  conference 
loss  of  the  season  as  they  were 
defeated  3-0  in  straight  sets  by 
Westfield  State  on  Saturday 
morning,  September  24. 

The  Owls  recorded 
their  first  Massachusetts  State 
Collegiate  Athletic  Conference 
(MASCAC)  victory'  of  the 
season  winning  by  scores  of  25- 
17, 25-14  and  25-13. 

The  Rams  fall  to  8- 
6 overall  on  the  year  with  the 
loss  and  are  now  1-1  in  the 
MASCAC,  while  the  Owls 
are  5-10  overall  and  1-0  in 
conference. 

Westfield  journeyed 
to  Worcester  later  Saturday  and 
lost  to  WPl,  3-1  (25-17,  18-25, 
25-20,  25-18)  as  the  Engineers 


upped  their  record  to  9-3. 

The  big  story  in  the 
setback  at  WPI  was  senior 
outside  hitter  Alex  Shaw  (East 
Falmouth,  Mass.)  becoming  the 
second  player  in  Westfield  State 
history  to  record  her  1,000th 
career  kill.  She  now  has  1,005 
career  kills. 

Shaw  finished  with 
nine  kills  and  three  blocks  at 
WPl  and  Lindsay  Rescott  had 
10  kills.  Kerin  DeGirolamo 
racked  up  36  assists  and  three 
blocks. 

Sophomore  outside 
hitter  Julia  Warner  (Lee,  Mass.) 
led  the  Owls  at  Framingham 
with  a match-high  10  kills,  15 
digs  and  four  aces,  while  Shaw 
chipped  in  nine  kills. 

Senior  setter  Kerin 
DeGirolamo  (North  Attleboro, 
Mass.)  compiled  33  assists  in 
the  match  to  go  along  with  a 
team  and  match-high  five  aces. 


The  Rams  were  led  by 
freshman  middle  hitter  Ashley 
Nee  (Hanson, Mass .)  who  picked 
up  a team-high  nine  kills,  while 
sophomore  Andressa  Fernandes 


(Framingham,  Mass.)  added 
five  kills  and  11  digs. 

Freshman  setter 
Morgan  Drew  (North  Easton, 
Mass.)  chipped  in  17  assists  and 


four  digs. 

The  Owls  play  their 
next  home  game  on  October 
11  against  Salem  State  at  7:00 
pjn. 


Patriots  lose  in  Buffalo 


Matt  Jardin 

Voice  Reporter 


Last  Sunday  the 
Patriots  lost  to  the  Buffalo  Bills 
34-31  in  a game  which  Tom 
Brady  threw  a career  high  four 
interceptions. 

The  Pats  started  the 
game  with  a commanding 
21-0  lead  after  Brady  threw 
two  touchdown  passes  to  Rob 
Gronkowski  and  another  to 
Wes  Welker,  who  were  Brady’s 
favorite  targets  on  Sunday. 
Welker  had  16  catches  and 
Gronkowski  had  six. 

The  early  lead  could 
also  be  attributed  to  the 
two  interceptions  that  Pats 
comerback  Kyle  Arrington 
caught.  This  was  before  Ryan 
Fitzpatrick  accumulated  his 
369  passing  yards  and  two 
touchdowns. 

Despite  his  four 
interceptions,  Brady  stUl 
threw  for  387  yards  and  four 
touchdowns,  completing  30 


of  his  45  pass  attempts.  The 
biggest  contribution  on  offense 
for  the  Patriots  came  from  Wes 
Welker,  who  caught  16  passes 
for  217  yards. 

The  running  backs  for 
New  England  were  sub  par  at 
best  with  top  rushers  Stevan 
Ridley  only  accumulating  42 
yards  and  Danny  Woodhead 
just  21. 

The  Bills  outshined 
the  Pats  this  week  and  go  into 
week  four  undefeated  after 
capitalizing  on  every  Patriots’ 
mistake. 

The  Bills  will  travel 
to  Cincinnati  this  week  and  the 
Patriots  try  to  make  a comeback 
in  their  game  at  Oakland. 

Both  teams  will  be 
fighting  to  remain  near  the  top 
of  the  AFC  East. 

Miami  has  lost  aU  three 
of  their  games  this  season  and 
the  Jets  are  tied  with  the  Pats  at 
2-1 . It  is  early  in  the  season,  but 
the  Buis  upset  of  the  Patriots 
could  have  playoff  implications 
further  down  the  road. 


Upcoming  WSU  Home  Games 

Saturday,  October  1 


Women’s  Soccer  vs.  Fitchburg  State  @ 12:00  pjn. 


Field  Hockey  vs.  Southern  Maine  @ 3:30  p.m. 


Saturday,  October  8 

Men’s  and  Women’s  Cross  Country 
James  Earley  Invitational  @11:00  ajn. 

Men’s  Golf 

Westfield  State  Invitational  @ 12:00  p.m. 


Football  vs.  Maine  Maritime  @1:00  pjn. 


Men’s  Soccer  vs.  Worcester  State  @ 6:00  p.m. 


Support  your  Owls! 
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Westfield  football  loses  heartbreaker  to  Worcester  State 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 

Sixty  minutes  of  hard 
fought  football  were  not  enough 
last  Saturday  afternoon  to  find  a 
winner  between  the  Worcester 
State  Lancers  and  the  Westfield 
State  Owls. 

It  took  three  overtimes 
for  the  Lancers  to  pull  out  a 42- 
40  nail  biting  win  on  Family 
Day  at  Westfield.  Coming  into 
the  game,  the  Owls’  defense 
knew  that  they  had  to  contain 
Worcester  senior  running  back 
Marcus  Price,  who  before  this 
game  had  rushed  for  three 
straight  100  yards  games. 

However,  at  times 
they  were  unable  to  stop  the 
future  all-time  leading  rusher 
for  the  Lancers  as  the  stealthy 
5-foot-7  back  broke  numerous 
Owl  tackles  en  route  to  a 149- 
yard  rushing  day  with  two 
touchdowns.  One  of  those 
touchdowns  tied  the  game  up  in 
the  third  overtime. 

After  bruising  fullback 
Justin  Karrat  scored  from  one 
yard  out  in  the  third  overtime 


the  momentum  seemed  to  be  on 
Westfield’s  side. 

Unfortunately,  that 
momentum  vanished  faster  than 
Usain  Bolt  running  the  100,  as 
the  Lancers’  defense  stopped 
the  Owls  on  the  two-point 
conversion.  On  their  first  play 
of  the  third  overtime  possession, 
Worcester  gave  the  ball  to  their 
senior  leader  who  took  the  ball 
25  yards  for  the  score  to  tie  the 
game. 

Worcester’s  backup 
QB  Corey  Spencer  then  threw 
to  a wide-open  Dana  Barry  in 
the  left  comer  of  the  end  zone 
for  the  game-ending  two-point 
conversion. 

After  being  knocked 
out  of  the  Western  New 
England  game  last  week,  WSU 
quarterback  Tyler  Dow  looked 
healthier  and  played  very  well 
at  times  throwing  for  260  yards 
and  one  touchdown. 

He  was  able  to  hit 
speedy  receiver  Kevin  Parnell 
on  a deep  throw  for  76  yards. 
Parnell  had  four  catches  for 
115  yards,  but  was  shut  out  of 
for  the  rest  of  the  game  after 
the  76  yard  play.  Tight  end  Jeff 


Winchell  had  five  catches  for  48 
yards  as  well. 

Another  factor  that 
helped  Dow  in  this  game  was 
the  presence  of  a mnning  game. 
Mike  Mercadante  and  Brian 
Beauchemin  rushed  for  57  and 
42  yards  respectively  and  both 
scored  touchdowns. 


WSU  fullback  Justin  Karrat 


fatdogfotos  smugmug  .com 

However,  a late  injury 
to  Beauchemin  forced  head 
coach  Steve  Marino  to  rely  only 
Mercadante  and  the  Lancers’ 
defense  was  ready  for  him. 
Westfield  took  advantage  of 
some  key  injuries  to  Worcester’s 
offense  in  this  game  as  starting 


wide  receiver  Kenny  Russell 
left  the  game  early  in  the  first 
quarter  with  a shoulder  injury 
and  starting  quarterback  Tony 
Tokarz  left  with  an  ankle 
injury. 

The  loss  of  Tokarz 
was  huge  for  the  Lancers  as 
he  was  7-14  for  86  yards  and 
a touchdown  through  the  air 
and  ran  for  48  yards  and  a 
touchdown. 

It  had  appeared  that 
the  game  was  all  but  over  late 
in  the  fourth  quarter  after  the 
Owls  were  caught  sleeping  on 
an  offside  penalty  and  Spencer 
threw  a long  bomb  up  to  Dana 
Barry  for  64  yards. 

However,  the  Owls 
caught  a huge  break  when 
Price  fumbled  on  the  next  play 
and  Westfield  senior  Ryan 
O’Connell  scampered  to  the 
end  zone  for  89  yards  to  tie  the 
game  up.  The  lengthy  fumble 
recovery  broke  a school  record. 
After  a Lancer  missed  field  goal, 
the  game  went  to  overtime. 

Westfield  linebacker 
Dan  Dowling  recorded  a game- 
high  12  tackles  and  defensive 
end  Chris  Walker  racked  up 


nine  tackles  and  also  had  a sack 
and  forced  fumble.  With  the 
loss,  the  Owls  fall  to  1-3  and  0- 
1 in  conference  play  while  the 
Lancers  are  now  4-0. 

Westfield  hits  the  road 
to  face  the  Bridgewater  State 
Bears  tonight  at  6:30  p.m.  The 
Bears  are  2-1  on  the  year  so  far 
and  are  coming  off  a 28-20  loss 
to  Framingham  State  last  week. 
BSU  is  averaging  19  points  per 
game. 

They  rely  heavily  on 
quarterback  Mike  McCarthy, 
who  is  a threat  with  his  arm  and 
legs,  as  he  has  run  for  122  yards 
and  two  scores  and  has  thrown 
close  to  400  yards  passing  with 
three  touchdowns. 

Eddie  Jewel  and  Kevin 
Laudano  are  a strong  tandem 
on  the  defensive  side  of  the 
ball,  already  accumulating  four 
interceptions  between  the  two 
of  them  this  year. 

For  the  Owls  to  win, 
E>ow  must  have  a good  game 
throwing  the  ball  and  Westfield’s 
defense  needs  to  create  pressure 
from  Walker  so  safeties  Jeff 
Smith  and  O’Connell  can  make 
plays  in  the  secondary. 


IDU^f  fSlIl 
gf^IFIF 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  4 to 
westfieldvoicesports@yahoojcom 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  October  2. 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  winner. 

Good  luck! 


Week  4 Gaines 

Rob 

Donoghue 

Joey 

Cooper 

Steve 

Kligerman 

T^ler 

Morissette 

Detroit  @ Dallas 

DAL 

DAL 

DET 

DAL 

New  Orleans  @ Jacksonville 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Tennessee  @ Cleveland 

TEN 

CLE 

TEN 

CLE 

Buffalo  @ Cincinnati 

BUF 

BUF 

BUF 

CIN 

Washington  @ St.  Louis 

WAS 

WAS 

STL 

WAS 

San  Francisco  @ Philadelphia 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

Minnesota  @ Kansas  City 

KC 

MIN 

KC 

MIN 

Pittsburgh  @ Houston 

HOU 

PIT 

HOU 

HOU 

Carolina  @ Chicago 

CHI 

CHI 

CHI 

CHI 

Atlanta  @ Seattle 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

New  York  Giants  @ Arizona 

NYG 

NYG 

ARI 

ARI 

Denver  @ Green  Bay 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

New  England  @ Oakland 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

Miami  @ San  Diego 

SD 

SD 

SD 

SD 

New  York  Jets  @ Baltimore 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

Indianapolis  @ Tampa  Bay 

TB 

TB 

TB 

TB 

Season  Record 

21-11 

21-11 

20-12 

20-12 

14 Sports The  Westfield  Voice 

Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 

Bj:  Rob  Donoghue 

Sports  Editor 


Boston  fans  are 
often  spoiled.  I am  one,  so 
I have  firsthand  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  With  seven 
championships  in  the  past 
decade,  fans  have  come  to 
expect  a free  pass  to  the  playoffs 
and  consider  anything  but  a ring 
to  be  a disappointing  season. 

Having  a massive 
payroll  raises  expectations  as 
well,  and  it  would  be  an  injustice 
to  not  start  by  discussing  the 
debacle  that  is  the  2011  Boston 
Red  Sox.  As  I write  this  column 
(Tuesday  morning)  the  Red  Sox 
are  currently  tie  with  the  Tampa 
Bay  Rays  atop  the  A.L.  Wild 
Card  race  after  losing  another 
game  to  the  lowly  Orioles  in 
the  latest  chapter  in  a series  of 
unfortunate  events. 

I’m  worried  about  the 


health  of  many  WSU  students 
as  a Pats  loss  and  the  Red  Sox 
epic  collapse  has  many  students 
over  the  edge. 

I’ve  lost  interest  in 
this  team  over  the  past  couple 
of  months.  I don’t  know  what 
it  is,  but  I can’t  seem  to  watch 
a Sox  game  without  falling 
asleep  anymore.  And  as  I stated 
last  April,  the  Red  Sox  starting 
pitching  was  the  biggest 
problem  I saw  with  this  team 
and  I seem  to  have  been  right. 

The  Red  Sox  pitching 
is  flat  out  lousy.  They  rely  on 
scoring  eight  runs  a game  and 
when  the  offense  struggles  they 
lose  (sounds  like  another  New 
England  team  we  all  know). 

I’m  waiting  until  these 
next  two  games  are  in  the  books 
before  I say  more,  but  the  Sox 


are  limping  into  October  and 
look  ready  to  make  history  - for 
all  the  wrong  reasons. 

Now  on  to  football. 
The  Patriots  offense  isn’t  a 
problem.  Tom  Brady  won’t 
throw  four  interceptions  for  the 
rest  of  the  season  - never  mind 
in  a single  game  - and  a healthy 
Aaron  Hernandez  will  only 
help  bolster  the  Pats  league  best 
passing  game. 

BenJarvus  had  a nice 
season  last  year  but  he ’s  a backup 
running  back  who  maximized 
on  his  talent  last  season.  He’s 
not  a featured  back  in  the  NFL. 

Woodhead  and  Ridley 
need  to  get  the  ball  more  so  the 
Patriots  can  establish  a ground 
game  to  run  down  the  clock 
when  they  jump  out  to  three 
score  leads  (like  in  Buffalo). 


The  Pats  had  seen  the 
Bills  blow  close  ones  and  gift 
the  Patriots  wins  before  (see 
Leodis  McKelvin  fumble  2009) 
but  this  time  it  was  a reversal  of 
roles  with  the  Patriots  blowing 
a big  lead. 

Buffalo  is  for  real  and  I 
said  before  the  season  they  were 
an  eight  or  nine  win  team.  I still 
think  that,  and  while  it  will  be 
tough  for  the  Bills  to  make  the 
playoffs  they  could  sneak  in 
with  the  last  wild  card  spot. 

The  bigger  concern 
with  the  Patriots  is  the  defense. 
Can  they  stop  anyone?  I haven’t 
seen  anything  that  leads  me  to 
believe  they  can,  but  I expect 
Bill  Belichick  to  make  some 
serious  defensive  adjustments 
and  get  that  unit  playing  much 
better  in  the  near  future. 


For  those  who  want 
to  blame  the  refs...  don’t. 
Blame  the  Patriots  defense,  but 
the  officiating  was  just  bad  in 
general  (just  like  it  is  in  most 
games).  Don’t  justify  a loss  by 
blaming  the  referees. 

They  missed  multiple 
holding  penalties  against  the 
Patriots  that  led  to  a few  of 
Brady’s  big  passing  plays. 

Don’t  freak  out 
about  one  loss.  It’s  not  college 
football  (see  below)  and  one 
loss  doesn’t  ruin  an  entire  NFL 
season.  Remember,  the  Pats  did 
lose  to  the  Browns  much  later  in 
the  season  last  year  - yikes! 

Well  I’m  out  of  room 
boys  and  girls  but  have  a great 
weekend  - and  don’t  do  anything 
too  crazy  if  things  don’t  go  well 
for  the  Sox  this  week. 


Voice  Sports  Reporters  Debate:  What  to  do  with  the  BCS? 


I do  not  know  how  you 
could  be  for  the  current  BCS 
system  Joey.  That  system  is  a 
complete  and  utter  joke.  Season 
after  season  the  BCS  continues 
to  ruin  several  college  football 
teams  hopes  of  a national  cham- 
pionship. 

Instead  of  allowing 
the  decision  to  take  place  on 
the  football  field  on  which  it 
should  ultimately  matter,  the 
decision  is  left  up  to  a complex 
computer  system  and  an  outdat- 
ed formula  that  nobody  really 
understands. 

Why  the  NCAA  allows 
this  to  occur  is  beyond  me,  be- 
cause any  rational  person  would 
realize  that  the  BCS  is  a sham 
that  denies  college  athletes  who 
work  very  hard  all  year  the 
chance  to  play  for  a national 
championship. 

That  is  why  I am  in  fa- 
vor of  having  a playoff  system. 
Now  some  people  could  say  that 
by  having  a playoff  it  would 


make  the  college  football  sea- 
son longer  and  affect  academics 
and  such  but  that  really  would 
not  be  the  case. 

You  could  still  have 
aU  of  the  other  bowl  games  in 
which  schools  make  a large 
amount  of  money. 

Nevertheless,  just  take 
the  top  four  schools  by  rankings 
and  have  them  play  each  other, 
#1  vs.  #4  and  #2  vs.  #3. 

The  winners  of  those 
game  plays  for  the  National 
Championship.  This  would 
help  end  all  the  stipulation  on 
whether  or  not  teams  actually 
deserve  their  championship  tro- 
phy. 

Because  of  the  BCS, 
people  continue  to  argue 
about  rankings  and  formulas 
each  year  when  it  doesn’t  mat- 
ter. 

What  does  matter  is 
who  is  better  on  the  field  against 
one  another  and  a playoff  does 
that  plain  and  simple. 


Tyler  Morissette 


VS. 


Joey  Cooper 


I understand  your  point 
of  view  Tyler,  but  listen.  There 
are  120  Division  lA  teams  and 
creating  a playoff  system  would 
still  neglect  teams  attempting 
to  make  a case  for  the  National 
Championship. 

With  the  system  you 
have  proposed,  teams  ranked 
number  five  and  lower  would 
still  think  they  were  screwed 
out  of  a playoff  spot. 

The  problems  you  have 
with  the  BCS  are  still  included 
in  your  proposed  new  playoff 
system,  in  which  teams  would 
still  be  ‘cheated’  out  of  an  op- 
portunity. 

Listen,  these  teams 
know  what  it  takes  to  make  a 
nation  title  game.  Go  undefeat- 
ed. It’s  as  simple  as  that.  If  you 
implement  a playoff  system  the 
significance  of  each  game  is  di- 
minished. 

For  a team  playing  a con- 
ference title  game,  winning  the 
national  title  would  potentially 


become  a 16  game  season!  That 
is  unheard  of  in  college  football 
and  unnecessary.  Adding  these 
games  would  significantly  di- 
minish past  National  Champi- 
ons. The  BCS  system  is  what 
separates  major  college  football 
from  any  other  sport.  Each  week 
is  vital;  a team  fighting  for  their 
survival  in  early  September  is 
not  seen  in  any  other  sport. 

Last  season  featured  Au- 
burn and  Oregon,  two  schools 
deserving  of  the  chance  to  play 
in  the  national  title  game  after 
going  undefeated  in  a major 
BCS  conference.  TCU,  the  third 
and  final  team  to  go  undefeated, 
was  not  tested  every  week  in  the 
season. 

They  played  a lacklus- 
ter schedule  with  teams  such  as 
New  Mexico,  Colorado  State 
and  Air  Force.  TCU  is  doing 
something  about  it  as  they  will 
join  the  Big  East  in  2012  to 
have  a worthy  chance  at  a Na- 
tional Championship. 
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Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
If  you’ve  been  rather  self- 
sacrificing  and  have  been 
doing  lots  of  things  for  other 
people  lately,  you  won’t  be 
feeling  quite  so  sensitive  to 
others.  You’ll  be  a little  more 
energized  and  will  really  be 
ready  to  start  looking  out  for 
yourself  now. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Even  if  you  feel  like  spending 
a little  time  with  your  friends 
today,  some  work  or  other 
responsibilities  will  end  up 
requiring  a bit  too  much  of 
your  time  and  attention.  And  it 
won’t  be  all  that  easy  for  you 
to  get  away. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

You’ll  really  feel  like  having  a 
little  fun  and  enjoying  yourself 
this  week.  Just  be  careful  that 
you  don’t  get  too  carried 
away. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
If  part  of  you  is  craving  a little 
excitement  and  adventure  this 
week,  there  are  bound  to  be  a 
few  other  things  that  will  be 
keeping  you  a bit  tied  up  at  the 
moment. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 

If  you  and  your  partner 
have  been  having  some 
disagreements  over  money 
matters,  some  of  those  issues 
will  still  be  on  the  table.  But 
even  if  you’re  still  not  totally 
seeing  eye  to  eye,  you’re 
bound  to  be  feeling  much  less 
emotional  about  things  right 
now. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

If  you’ve  been  having  any 
problems  in  your  most 
important  relationships  lately, 
the  focus  this  week  is  bound  to 
shift  to  money. 


Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

You’ll  really  feel  like  doing 
your  own  thing  . But  there’s 
bound  to  be  plenty  of 
responsibilities  for  you  to  have 
to  tend  to  right  now. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

It’s  time  to  get  back  down  to 
business  this  week.  No  matter 
how  much  you’ll  feel  like 
having  a good  time,  duty’s 
bound  to  be  calling. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

If  you’re  feeling  a bit  self- 
indulgent  and  just  want  to  go 
out  and  have  a little  fun,  some 
people  won’t  think  that’s  such 
a great  idea.  But  if  you  want  to 
keep  everyone  happy,  just  try 
to  have  a little  fun  around  the 
house  if  you  can. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

If  you  have  to  be  out  doing 
a lot  of  running  around  this 
week,  you  might  not  have  the 
energy  for  it.  And  you’ll  really 
be  wishing  that  you  could  just 
spend  the  day  relaxing. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

You’ll  be  giving  a lot  of  thought 
to  your  financial  picture.  And 
you  should  try  to  think  about 
how  you  can  start  putting  into 
place  some  of  the  things  that 
you  know  you  need  to  be  doing 
regarding  your  finances. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 

If  you’ve  been  eager  to  make  a 
few  new  beginnings  lately,  you 
really  ought  to  start  thinking 
about  what  you  need  to  help 
you  get  where  you  want  to  go. 
Just  realize  that  it  may  take  a 
little  money  or  other  resources 
to  help  you  accomplish  your 
goals. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 
com 
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LET’S  RIDE 

SMOOTH 

BARBIE  GIRL 

LINGER 

SPOONMAN 

BELIEVE 

LONGVIEW 

STAY 

BOOMBASTIC 

LOVE  IS 

STRONG  ENOUGH 

CAN’T  STOP 

MOTOWNPHILLY 

SUMMER  GIRLS 

CRUSH 

MOUTH 

THE  SIGN 

DANGEROUS 

MY  WAY 

THIS  KISS 

DOWNTOWN  TRAIN 

NAME 

TODAY 

EMOTIONS 

NO  SCRUBS 

TOO  FUNKY 

ENDLESS  LOVE 

NOBODY 

TWISTED 

EPIC 

ORDINARY 

UNDERSTANDING 

ESCAPADE 

WORLD 

UNSKINNY  BOP 

FANTASY 

PLUSH 

WEAK 
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TOMMY  D’S  “PUB  GRUB” 


Drink  Specials: 
Malibu  black  & coke  - $4.50 
All  Baccardi  rum  - $4.00 


Washington 
apples  & 
apple  jack 
-$425 


Black  Cadil- 
lac shots 
-$5.25 


Gin  & 
Tonic  - 
$325 


Now  serving  a Wing  & 
Beer  combo  for  $8.95 


Cooled 
Corona  - 
$4.25 


BUD  & BUDLGHT  BOTTLES  FOR 
$225 

AND  $0.75  DRAFT  BUD  & BUDLIGHT 


Career  Fair 


Government, 
Criminal  Justice 
and  Non  Profit 


Open  to  All  Majors! 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER  13, 2011 
1:3a-4PM 


The  Woodward  Center 
Westfield  State  University 
Westfield.  MA 
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Hours  Of  Operation 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajn.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 


7:00  ajn.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p Jii.-8:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  <&  Sunday 
10:00  ajn.  - 11:00  pjn. 


Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  pjn.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Sunday 

1:00  pjn.  - 11:00  pjn. 


Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  ajn.- 12:00  ajn. 


Bookstore 

Monday  & Thursday 
9:00  ajn.  - 5:00  p.m. 
Tuesday  & Wednesday 
9:00  a.m.  - 7:00  pjn. 
Friday 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

11:00  ajn.  - 3:00  pjn. 
Closed  Sunday 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 ajn.  - 5pjn. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 pjn.  - 12  ajn. 


The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  pjn.  - 2:00  ajn. 


Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  ajn.  - 9:30  p.m. 
Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Saturday 

12:00  pjn.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Sunday 

5:00  pjn.  - 11:00  pjn.* 


Community  Response  Plan  to  keep  res  hall  damages  low 


Alex  Myers 
Editor-in-Chief 


After  all  500  or  so 
residents  in  Courtney  Hall  had  to 
pay  $40  extra  in  damages  last  year, 
totaling  to  approximately  $25,000, 
the  office  of  Residential  Life  has 
established  a Community  Response 
Plan  to  keep  this  year’s  damages  to 
a minimum. 

In  an  email  to 
all  students.  Assistant  Director  of 
Housing  Josh  Hettrick  said  that 
this  plan  “is  an  effort  to  maintain 
a positive  and  healthy  living 
environment  for  our  residential 
students.” 

The  plan  works  in 
levels.  If  a building  gets  to  a Level 
One  it  means  that  damages  are 
as  high  as  $1.00  a person.  Level 
Two  is  $2.00  a person,  and  so  on 
up  to  Level  Five.  It  was  approved 
by  Residential  Life  staff.  Student 
Government  Association,  and  the 
All  Hall  Council. 

Hettrick  said,  “The  SG A 
seemed  very  on  board”. 

Hettrick  said,  “We 
haven’t  been  able  to  complete 
everything  we  originally  wanted  to 
do,”  like  having  information  about 
the  maintainers  in  the  residence 
halls.  “But  for  the  most  part  [we 


have]  been  able  to  connect  the 
maintainers  to  the  students,”  he 
continued. 

Davis  Hall  is  up  to 
a Level  Two.  Hettrick  explained 
that  this  could  be  because  of  how 
the  students  are  disposing  of  their 
garbage. 


Again,  he  puts  emphasis 
on  building  a relationship  between 
maintenance,  crew  and  students. 
He  said  that  Bemie,  the  maintainer 
on  the  fourth  floor  of  Davis,  talks 
directly  to  students,  telling  them 
to  pick  up  after  themselves  so  she 
doesn’t  have  to  bill  them.  It  seems 


to  be  working,  Hettrick  said. 

Allison  Gagne,  Resident 
Director  of  Davis  Hall,  said,  “I  can’t 
help  but  wonder  if  the  reason  it  got 
so  bad  is  because  they  thought  we 
were  kidding.” 

There  have  been 
Facebook  posts,  Hettrick  said,  in 


the  Davis  Hall  group  where  students 
have  been  stepping  up  and  taking 
responsibility. 

Gagne  said  that  students 
after  her  section  meeting  made  signs 
to  create  initiative.  Some  of  the  signs 
read  “Puke  or  Pay,”  and  “Trash  or 
Cash.” 


Hettrick  said  that  the 
student  reaction  has  been  largely 
frustrated  with  each  other  and  not 
with  staff. 

Courtney  Hall  Resident 
Director  Andy  Fong  said  that  this 
year,  the  Residential  Life  staff  was 
more  conscious  that  the  damages 
were  there.  “[We]  focused  a lot  of 
our  time  and  efforts  over  the  summer 
to  find  a way  that  we  can  change  it 
in  a positive  way,”  he  said. 

Fong  added  ,“Courtney ’s 
been  wonderful  so  far,”  as  he  knocks 
on  wood,  implying  that  he  hopes  it 
stays  that  way. 

He  said  that  he  believes 
the  residents  of  Courtney  Hall  were 
not  taken  by  surprise  this  year,  as 
this  plan  wasn’t  out  of  nowhere 
anymore. 

Last  year,  when  the 
damages  reached  the  peak  high  of 
$25,000,  Residential  Life  had  to 
hold  a meeting  with  Courtney  Hall 
residents  explaining  the  issues  and 
what  they  were  going  to  do  about  it. 
They  imposed  a no  guest  policy  and 
24  hour  quiet  hours. 

Students  were  extremely 
upset  and  voiced  their  opinions  at 
that  meeting.  Fong  said  that  this 
year  it  was  laid  out  ahead  of  time, 
giving  them  ample  warning,  where 

■ continued  on  page  2 
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Damage  costs  are  posted  in  the  lobbies  of  each  residence  hall 
to  show  students  the  potential  consequences  of  their  actions. 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Page  2 

A&E  - Pages  6 - 8 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

SGA  news 

50/50  movie  review 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00pm 

Public  Safety  - 5262 
Information  Technology  - 5528 
Library -5231 

OpEd  - Page  5 

Secret  Socialist 

Sports  - Pages  9 & 10 

WSU  football 

Mon-Thur  - 7;00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Sat  - 1 :00pm-4:00pm 
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SGA  covers  many  topics  in  first  meeting  of  the  year 


Krysta  Livingstone 
Voice  Reporter 

At  Tuesday,  October 
4’s  SGA  meeting.  Chief 
Information  Officer  Chris  Hirtle 
came  down  to  speak  of  the  new 
‘Pharos’  printing  system  on 
campus.  This  printing  system 
is  in  the  library,  and  all  major 
computer  labs  on  campus. 

Essentially,  this  system 
allows  for  more  secure  and  more 
efficient  printing,  since  students 
can  now  print  by  swiping  their 
college  ID  cards  on  the  system, 
and  selecting  the  jobs  they  want 


printed. 

Be  on  the  look  out 
for  wireless  printing  within  the 
next  few  weeks.  If  you  have  any 
questions  stop  by  the  IT  help 
desk  in  Wilson  Hall. 

Also  regarding 

technology,  there  will  now  be 
laptops  available  for  rent  in  the 
library.  There  are  ten  laptops 
available,  and  they  can  be 
checked  out  for  two  hours  a day 
in  the  library  with  a valid  WSU 
ID. 

Many  have  had 
concerns  about  the  new  full 
serve  grill  station  in  Tim  and 
Jeanne’s  Dinning  Commons 


this  year.  Food  Committee 
Chair  Michelle  Brown  informed 
senators  that  this  new  system 
will  be  revisited  in  two  weeks, 
after  the  six-week  trial  period  is 
over.  If  there  are  any  comments 
or  concerns  with  this,  or 
anything  else  regarding  the  DC, 
you  can  text  “dining  comments 
(and  your  message)’’  to  82257. 

The  topic  of  the  new 
‘My Westfield’  debit  card  came 
up  as  well. 

It  was  assured  by 
Brandon  Burr  that  this  is  NOT  a 
scam.  Students  are  encouraged 
to  log  on  and  set  it  up  to  receive 
any  and  all  refunds  from  the 


University;  each  student  should 
have  had  one  sent  to  their 
home. 

Some  concerns  that 
came  up  regarding  the  parking 
situation  were  on-campus 
parking  for  those  students  in 
Econologe,  as  well  as  students 
being  able  to  park  in  the  fac/ 
staff  areas.  If  you  have  any 
more  concerns  about  parking, 
contact  Tim  Egan. 

A lot  of  upcoming 
events  were  also  announced,  so 
feel  free  to  attend. 

The  career  fair  on 
October  13th,  from  1:30-4  in 
Woodward,  Musical  chairs  on 


the  green  on  October  1 2th  at  4 : 30 
(Hosted  by  the  Class  of  2014), 
Make  A Wish!  Date  Auction  on 
November  1st  (Hosted  by  the 
class  of  2012),  CAB  Halloween 
dance  - October  22nd  in  Scanlon 
Banquet  Hall,  Brian  Stokes 
performance  on  October  14th 
at  8pm  in  Ely  Campus  Center, 
and  the  Board  of  Trustees  open 
meeting  on  October  12th  in  the 
Presidents  Board  room  at  the 
Horace  Mann  Center. 

SGA’s  next  meeting 
will  be  Tuesday,  October  11th 
at  5:30pm.  If  you  want  to  know 
more  about  SGA,  like  us  on 
Facebook. 


Quick 

Hits 


Friday,  Oct.  7, 
Saturday,  Oct.  8 & 
Sunday,  Oct.  9 

8:00pjn.  - Movie: 
Super  8 

Ely  Main  Lounge 


CRP:  Preventative  action  to  improve  living  areas 


■ continued  from  page  1 

last  year  it  was  out  of  nowhere. 

Hettrick  has  asked  all 
Resident  Directors  in  each  of 
the  residence  halls  to  hang  up 
the  costs  of  each  offense  in  the 
lobby. 

For  example,  for  each 
personal  trash  removal  the 
maintainers  have  to  do,  it’s 
$30.00  added  to  the  building. 

He  said  that  the  vast 
majority  of  offenses  aren’t 
destructive  and  if  students 
knew  the  costs  of  certain 
damages,  they  could  probably 
be  prevented. 


Proper  disposal  of 
trash  could  cut  the  damages  in 
half,  Hettrick  said. 

Hettrick  said  that  they 
keep  track  of  the  damages  on 
a weekly  basis  and  so  far  they 
have  seen  a drastic  change  and 
he  hopes  to  keep  it  going. 

Hettrick,  Gagne, 
and  Fong  all  agreed  that  it 
seems  like  students  are  taking 
responsibility  to  help  even  if 
they  themselves  did  not  do  the 
action. 

In  previous  years. 
Resident  Assistant’s  have  been 
exempt  from  paying  into  any 
damages  the  residence  hall  may 


have. 

However,  this  year, 
if  Residential  Life  doesn’t 
see  a significant  change  in  the 
residence  halls,  this  exemption 
may  be  taken  away.  If  it  is  better, 
then  the  exemption  stands. 

Hettrick  said  that  this 
plan  is  a conununity  effort  and 
the  RAs  have  a central  role  in 
the  community. 

As  students  know. 
Residential  Life  bills  damages 
in  the  residence  halls  to  the 
entire  hall,  not  just  by  section. 

There  has  been  a 
debate,  Hettrick  said,  as  to 
whether  Residential  Life  should 


go  back  to  billing  by  section. 

Hettrick  said  he  was 
curious  as  to  what  students 
think  about  having  damages  be 
billed  by  the  section  in  which 
the  offense  happens. 

For  example,  if 
bathroom  signs  are  taken  from 
the  first  floor  girls  bathroom, 
only  the  first  floor  of  that  section 
will  be  billed  for  it. 

To  voice  your  opinion 
on  this,  and  to  give  Residential 
Life  staff  an  idea  of  what 
student’s  want  to  happen,  send 
an  email  to  thevoice@westfield. 
ma.edu  or  email  Josh  Hettrick 
at  jhettrick@westfield.ma.edu. 
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Brown  Bag  Bingo: 

Pure  Fun  or  Peer  Pressure? 


Facebook  changes  its  features  once  again 


Lindsay  Ketaineck 
Voice  Reporter 


A large  number  of 
students  look  forward  to  Brown 
Bag  Bingo  every  month.  It  is 
a risk-free  gambling  event  for 
cool  and  simple  prizes,  and  it  is 
a great  way  just  to  get  together 
with  your  friends. 

It  is  a given  that  when 
a person  gets  “BINGO”  they 
must  announce  it  to  the  room, 
but  occasionally,  there  is  a 
tie.  Two  people  get  bingo 
and  a score  must  be  settled  to 
determine  a single  winner. 

The  Campus  Activities 
Board,  who  runs  Brown  Bag 
Bingo,  uses  “dance-offs”,  in 
which  the  two  students  must 
exhibit  their  dance  skills  for 
thirty  seconds  and  the  audience 
chooses  a winner  with  their 
applause. 

It  seems  like  a perfectly 
innocent  way  of  breaking  a tie, 
but  is  it  really?  In  reality,  these 
so-called  dance-offs  are  not 
based  at  all  on  dance  ability,  but 
rather  on  popularity. 

One  can  easily  predict 
a winner  as  the  popular  guy  or 
the  attractive  girl  before  the 
dancing  has  even  begun.  If 
not  one  of  those,  it  will  be  the 
contestant  who  dances  more 


Alex  McConnon 
Voice  Reporter 

Over  the  weekend 
the  environmental  planning 
club,  professors  and  some 
of  the  people  who  live  in  the 
community  cleaned  up  the 
Westfield  River. 

Cleaning  up  bottles, 
diapers  and  other  amounts 
of  trash,  members  of  this 
community  dedicated  their  time 
for  two  hours  on  Saturday  to 


shamelessly  to  arouse  interest 
in  the  audience. 

Every  student  has 
the  opportunity  to  opt  out  of 
participating  in  a dance-off,  but 
the  students  who  choose  to  do 
so  are  consistently  booed  and 
are  often  pressured  into  dancing 
anyway. 

It  is  unlikely  that  CAB 
sees  this  as  anything  other  than 
light-hearted  fun,  but  everyone 
has  their  insecurities,  and  it 
seems  unfair  that  a person 
should  be  penalized  for  refusing 
to  make  a fool  of  themselves. 

People  may  argue 
that  these  dance-offs  are  just 
entertaining  interludes  during 
Bingo.  Admittedly,  they  are 
often  rather  amusing,  but  it 
could  be  just  as  entertaining 
to  settle  a tie  in  some  way  that 
doesn’t  prostitute  any  particular 
student’s  insecurities. 

The  fact  of  the  matter 
is  that  Brown  Bag  Bingo  is  not 
meant  to  be,  nor  is  it  advertised, 
as  a performance-based  event, 
and  therefore  should  not  be 
treated  as  such. 

If  CAB  could  come 
up  with  some  alternatives  to 
dance-offs,  perhaps  the  event 
would  be  even  more  successful 
each  month,  and  no  one  would 
ever  have  to  worry,  “What  will 
Ido  if  I get  BINGO?” 


make  the  river  a cleaner  place. 

A student  from 
Westfield  State  University 
and  an  active  member  of  the 
environmental  club,  Jonathan 
DiRodi,  said,  “The  River  is 
used  for  boating,  fishing  and 
recreation  and  I hate  to  see  it 
polluted.” 

Doing  something  as 
simple  as  recycling  your  soda 
bottle  instead  of  throwing  it 
away  makes  all  the  difference 
and  can  lead  to  a cleaner 
community! 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 

Just  as  you  got  used  to  the 
new  features  of  Facebook,  they 
change  them  again.  Facebook 
has  now  introduced  new  features 
that  are  potentially  setting  them 
up  for  a profile  overhaul  that 
will  blow  the  minds  of  Facebook 
users  around  the  globe. 

Posted  on  its  user  blog 


last  week,  Facebook  unveiled  a 
new  profile  named,  “Timeline”, 
which  will  replace  the  current 
one. 

The  top  of  the  profile  will 
start  with  a “cover”,  a picture  of 
your  choosing  which  will  be  the 
first  thing  that  people  see  when 
they  access  your  profile.  Users 
can  choose  to  use  a picture  from 
a vacation,  a wedding,  a party, 
whatever  they’d  like. 

Next  is  a banner 
underneath  the  cover  that 
has  your  legitimate  profile 
picture,  your  name,  occupation. 


location,  etc. 

This  will  most  likely  act 
just  the  same  as  that  paragraph 
of  information  that  is  on  the  top 
of  everyone’s  profile:  “Joshua 
Clark:  Works  at  Big  Y Foods. 
Studies  History  and  Secondary 
Education  at  Westfield  State 
University.  Lives  in  Westfield, 
Massachusetts...” 

Then,  here’s  the  most 
significant  part.  Your  profile  is 


going  to  act  like  a timeline  that 
keeps  track  of  events  as  they 
happen. 

In  the  old  style  of  profiles, 
you’d  have  to  click  “Older 
Posts”  to  view  other  things  that 
were  on  other  people’s  profiles. 

Now,  you  click  the  decade 
or  time  period  that  the  person’s 
profile  covers  and  you  can 
view  events  from  then.  You  can 
organize  your  pictures  so  that 
they  go  into  specific  decades. 

For  example,  pictures 
about  your  childhood  or  high 
school  can  be  organized  into 


1990s  or  2000s,  pictures  from 
college  can  go  into  2010s,  and 
so  on. 

If  Facebook  misses 
something  when  making  your 
timeline,  you  can  go  into 
a Private  Activity  Log  that 
has  everything  that  you  ever 
posted. 

You  can  also  use  apps  to 
show  your  friends  what  music 
you’re  listening  to,  what  food 


you’re  eating,  or  what  television 
shows  you’re  watching.  These 
apps  bring  a whole  new  meaning 
to  ‘Facebook  creeping’. 

The  new  Facebook  profile 
has  yet  to  launch,  and  there  is 
no  word  on  when  it  will.  Users 
all  around  the  globe  lament 
changes  to  the  interface. 

Within  the  last  couple  of 
weeks,  the  Facebook  interface 
changed  to  transition  into  this 
future  one,  causing  users  to 
throw  up  their  arms  in  frustration 
on  why  the  most  used  social 
network  changes  so  much. 


Westfield  River  Clean-up 
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This  is  a preview  for  what  the  new  profile  will  look  like  once  changes  are  complete. 
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Out  of  the  Darkness,  Into  the  Light:  Walking  for  suicide  victims 


Photo  by  Facebook.com/AFSPnational 


Loved  ones  of  suicide  victims  come  together  to  walk  in 
memory  and  to  educate  others. 


Alexandra  Davy 

Voice  Reporter 

Worldwide,  there  are 
more  deaths  due  to  suicide  than 
to  accidents,  homicides,  and 
war  combined. 

In  the  United  States 
alone,  34,000  die  by  suicide 
each  year. 

Every  day,  95 
Americans  take  their  life,  and 
2370  more  attempt  to. 

That’s  a death  every  15 
minutes,  and  an  attempt  every 
40  seconds. 

Of  the  suicide  deaths, 
over  90%  of  victims  had  a 
psychiatric  illness,  many  of 
which  who  had  been  struggling 
with  it  for  two  years  or  more. 

The  American 

Foundation  of  Suicide 
Prevention  has  set  its  mission  for 
understanding  and  preventing 
suicide  through  research, 
education,  and  advocacy. 

They  are  also  reaching 
out  to  people  with  mental 
disorders,  and  those  impacted 
by  suicide. 

This  national  leading 
non-profit  organization  held 
a benefit  and  memorial  walk, 
the  Out  of  Darkness  walk,  on 
Sunday,  the  second  of  October. 


Over  250  people  and  50 
volunteers  attended,  including 
the  children,  spouses,  siblings, 
parents,  friends,  and  even  dogs 
of  suicide  victims. 

People  walked  for 
their  lost  loved  ones,  making  a 
stand  to  tell  the  nation  that  there 
is  help  out  there,  and  you  never 
have  to  suffer  alone. 

This  walk,  organized 
by  the  foundation  that’s  been 
combating  suicide  for  23  years, 
was  held  in  Forest  Park  in 
Springfield  Massachusetts. 

From  Westfield  State 
University,  members  of  the 
Sociology  Club,  SWAG  (Social 
Work  Association  Group), 
and  the  Psychology  Club 
volunteered  from  7:30  A.M. 
until  the  walk’s  conclusion  at 
12  P.M. 

Here,  they  helped 
walkers  register,  find  their 
friends,  set  up  refreshments 
before  and  after  the  walk,  and 
kept  the  Jewish  Community 
Center,  the  base  of  operations, 
building  clean. 

Walkers  wore  shirts 
dedicating  themselves  to  their 
lost  loved  ones. 

Shirts  with  the  names 
and  faces  of  the  victims  were 
worn  by  as  little  as  one  to  as 
many  as  thirty,  a beautiful 


memorial  to  those  who  were 
lost. 

Volunteers  and 

walkers  alike  circled  the  route 
twice  for  approximately  three 
miles  to  show  their  dedication 
to  educating  others  about 
psychiatric  illness,  mental 
illness,  and  reaching  out  to 
those  impacted. 

Local  and  national 
businesses  donated  food  and 
drinks. 

Memorial  jewelry, 
rubber  bracelets,  shirts,  and 
ribbons  were  all  for  sale  at  the 
walk. 

These  will  help  to 
fund  the  future  endeavors  of 
education  and  prevention,  as 
well  as  for  future  fundraising 
opportunities. 

Although  it  was  a 
walk  in  memory  for  those  lost 
to  suicide,  the  event  was  also  a 
celebration  of  how  far  we  have 
come  in  educating  people  that 
mental  illnesses  are  not  things 
we  can  just  “get  over’’  through 
force  of  will. 

This  event  reminds 
everyone  that  we  are  not  alone, 
and  that  just  for  wishing  or 
thinking  these  things  does  not 
mean  we  are  weak. 

Prior  to  the  walk,  the 
Psychology  Club  held  a Bake 


Sale  in  Wilson’s  Commuter 
Cafe. 

Thanks  to  staff  and 
students  at  WSU,  they  raised 
over  $170  to  donate  to  the 
organization. 

All  together,  old  and 
young  came  to  show  their 
support  and  remember  their 
lost  friends,  children,  parents, 
spouses,  and  siblings. 

Through  Western 
Massachusetts’  American 
Foundation  of  Suicide 
Prevention,  the  Out  of  the 


Darkness  walk  was  a great 
success. 

For  more  information 
or  to  see  the  statistics  for  suicide 
and  AFSP,  visit  their  site  at 
www.afsp.org. 

To  participate  in 
walks  by  AFSP  as  well  as  other 
foundations,  organizations,  and 
associations,  join  Psychology 
Club. 

For  more  information 
about  Psychology  Club,  send  an 
email  to  adavy5264@westfield. 
ma.edu. 


Penn  State  finds  breast  cancer  killing  virus 


Kelsey  Thibodeau 

Voice  Reporter 


October  has  just  begun , 
and  so  it  is  time  again  for  Breast 
Cancer  Awareness  month. 

Coincidently,  Penn 
State  College  of  Medicine 
researchers  have  recently 
announced  that  they  have  found 
a virus  that  kills  breast  cancer 
cells. 

The  virus,  called 
AAV2,  worked  in  their 
laboratory  on  three  types  of 
breast  cancers  that  represent  the 
different  stages  of  the  disease 


and  destroys  the  cancerous  cells 
within  a week’s  time. 

More  research  is 
needed  to  see  how  the  virus 
kills  and  in  what  form  the  virus 
should  be  given  to  patients. 

If  results  go  well,  this 
amazing  development  can  lead 
to  new  treatments  not  only  for 
breast  cancer  patients  but  others 
as  well. 

The  virus  is  also  being 
looked  at  for  treating  cervical, 
melanoma,  and  prostate  cancer. 

In  the  meantime,  the 
researchers  have  filed  for  U.  S. 
patent;  support  is  still  needed 
to  complete  this  research  in 


order  to  make  these  treatments 
a reality.  There  are  many  ways 
to  support  this  cause,  especially 
this  month. 

Forever21  has  a line 
of  products  with  funds  going 
towards  Breast  cancer,  Rays  of 
Hope  will  be  held  in  Springfield 
towards  the  end  of  this  month, 
and  even  Tic-Tac  has  a pink  box 
to  support  the  cause. 

As  good  of  news  as 
this  is,  our  continued  support  is 
key  in  helping  to  make  this  cure 
a reality. 

Keep  up  the  good 
work,  and  let’s  hope  for  more 
good  news. 


fjjy 
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Competency  and 
Conservatism 


OpEd 

The  Secret  Socialist: 

Emancipation  from  corporate  rule 


Photo  by  live.drjays.com 


Occupiers  on  Wall  Street  stand  their  ground  to  speak  up  against  government. 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


On  Tuesday  of  this 
week,  Governor  Chris  Christie 
of  New  Jersey  decided  not  to 
run  for  the  presidency. 

I for  one  am  glad  that 
the  Governor  made  a competent 
decision  and  decided  against 
late  entry. 

There  is  already  a field 
of  established  candidates  and 
this  horse  race  mentality  has  got 
to  stop. 

Republicans  have  to 
embrace  either  Rick  Perry  or 
Mitt  Romney  and  that’s  it. 

Some  of  the  logistical 
reasons  Christie  should  not  run 
are  the  ones  that  would  destroy 
his  campaign. 

For  one,  he  has 
absolutely  no  organization  and 
would  have  to  build  it  up  from 
scratch  while  everybody  else  in 
the  race  has  a team  assembled. 

Look  at  Rick  Perry  for 
example,  he  got  into  the  race  in 
August  and  he  is  having  major 
problems  just  getting  people 
who  are  willing  to  answer 
the  phones  at  his  campaign 
headquarters. 

Mitt  Romney  has  a 
campaign  that  has  been  together 
since  his  first  run  in  2008. 

It  is  full  of  veteran 
politicos  and  is  always  ready 
to  lament  an  attack  on  another 
opponent. 

Another  reason  the 
New  Jersey  Governor  should 
not  run  is  because  he  has  said 
repeatedly  that  he  would  not. 

Even  going  so  far  as 
to  joke  about  suicide  in  order 
to  end  the  “Chris  Christie  for 
president”  speculation.  I think 
we  should  take  a man  for  his 
word. 

If  somebody  says 
that  they  will  absolutely  not 
do  something  and  then  they  do 
it  anyway,  that  should  be  your 


first  warning  sign. 

The  American  voter  is 
sick  of  political  charades  and 
wants  a candidate  of  integrity. 

Now  sure,  people  will 
make  the  case  that  he  is  running 
to  save  America,  but  that’s 
bologna. 

President  Obama  ran 
because  he  felt  it  was  his  duty 
to  serve  the  American  people. 

Look  where  that  has 
gotten  us. 

I do  not  think  9% 
unemployment  was  what 
Americans  meant  when  they 
said  they  wante4  hope  and 
change. 

Believe  me,  I am  a 
Chris  Christie  fan. 

I would  love  for  him  to 
run  for  president  but  to  wait  a 
while. 

He  stands  for  common 
sense  solutions  and  has  proven 
he  can  get  results.  I also  think 
he  should  finish  his  term  as 
Governor. 

When  you  get  elected 
by  the  people  to  do  a job  it 
means  you  finish  it. 

Political  opportunism 
is  rampant,  everybody  who 
is  ever  elected  governor, 
congressman,  or  top  dog 
catcher  believes  that  they  have 
what  it  takes  to  live  on  1600 
Pennsylvania  avenue. 

And  maybe  it  says 
something  about  his  character 
that  he  opted  not  to  run  when 
everybody  told  him  he  could 
win. 

Maybe  because  of 
this  Chris  Christie  will  never 
become  president.. 

All  I have  to  say  is,  we 

will  see. 

But  for  now  I’d  like 
to  see  the  Republicans  solidify 
their  field  and  get  back  to  the 
issues. 

America  has  plenty  of 
problems  and  they  can  best  be 
solved  by  sending  somebody 
back  to  Chicago. 


Cleopatra  Jones 
Fersherlock  Holmes 


Occupation  Wall 
Street  and  the  more  recent 
Occupy  Boston  have  finally 
gained  some  national  media 
attention  this  week. 

While  the 

movement  has  been  18  days 
strong,  it  hasn’t  been  until  now 
that  major  networks  like  Fox  and 
MSNBC  have  started  to  cover 
it;  previously,  only  international 
media  like  A1  Jazeera  or  the 
UK’s  The  Guardian  were 
providing  coverage. 

Gathering  in 

financial  districts  across  the 
country,  protestors  are  chanting 
“we  are  the  99% but  what 
does  that  mean?  America  is 
facing  an  economic  crisis  on  a 
scale  that  we  have  not  seen  in 
our  lifetime. 

How  is  it  possible  in 
this  current  climate  that  the  top 
5%  of  the  most  elite  Americans 
are  richer  now  than  they  have 
been  in  the  last  30  years? 

Capitalism  has 
turned  to  corporatism;  we 
live  in  a global  economy  that 
has  produced  just  over  300 
billionaires  in  the  past  three 
decades  while  letting  the  rest  of 
the  world  just  barely  get  by  in 


absolute  deprivation. 

The  mantra  of  the 
movement  is  to  take  back  our 
country  from  corporate  rule. 

Corporations  have 
used  their  influence  to  avoid 
taxes  and  receive  huge  bailouts 
from  the  government. 

Thanks  to  corporate 
personhood,  corporations  are 
allowed  to  donate  any  amount  of 
money  to  political  campaigns. 

The  democracy  has 
been  curtailed  in  the  name  of 
profit. 

Exxon  Mobil  made 
19  billion  dollars  of  profit  in 
2009;  not  only  did  they  pay  no 
federal  income  tax,  but  they 
received  156  million  dollars  in 
rebates  from  the  IRS. 

Bank  of  America 
received  1.9  billion  in  tax 
refunds  even  though  they  made 
4.1  billion  in  profits  and  received 
a one  trillion  dollar  bailout. 

These  are  but  a few 
companies  who  have  used  and 
abused  a broken  system.  Where 
was  the  bailout  for  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  who 
became  homeless  during  the 
housing  crisis?  Why  isn’t  the 
government  creating  jobs  for 
the  10%  of  unemployed  and 
underemployed  jjeople  in  this 
country? 

How  did  America, 


a democratic  country,  decide  to 
cut  social  spending  dramatically 
before  even  looking  at  corporate 
tax  loopholes? 

Nationwide, 
students  are  finding  themselves 
drowning  in  debt  and  struggling 
to  take  out  loans.  At  the  same 
time,  military  spending  has 
never  been  higher. 

Our  government 
finds  it  more  appropriate  to 
ignore  education  and  instead 
spends  billions  on  our  offense 
budget,  churning  out  weapons 
of  mass  destructions  and  pricey 
recruitment  campaigns  instead. 

The  movement  is 
trying  to  unite  those  who  do  not 
have  a voice  to  fight  the  political 
trolls;  solidarity  amongst  the 
movement  is  powerful. Those  on 
Wall  Street  are  scared;  history  is 
being  made  as  we  speak. 

Students,  veterans, 
the  elderly,  and  parents  have  all 
gathered  to  speak  up  against  this 
corruptive  force  that  has  taken  a 
hold  of  the  country. 

The  movement’s 
message  is  clear:  we  want  our 
country  back.  This  is  class 
warfare  and  we  the  99%  are 
losing.  There  is  no  middle 
ground;  you  must  choose  a side. 
As  the  historian  Howard  Zinn 
said,  “You  can’t  be  neutral  on  a 
moving  train.” 
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Simon  Cowell  - Bom  Oct  7 1959 


Cowell  was  bom  in 
Lambeth,  London  as  one 
of  four  boys.  In  college  he 
majored  and  got  a degree 
in  English  Language 
and  Literature  and  went 
back  to  college  to  get  a 
degree  in  Sociology.  He 
took  low-level  jobs  and 
worked  as  a mnner  on 
the  set  of  “The  Shining.” 
His  short  temper  gave 
way  to  arguments  and 
disagreements  with 

facts  couriers  of  wUciptJuijCom 


colleagues  and  bosses,  so 
his  father  got  him  a job  in 
the  mail  room  in  the  studio 
for  the  recording  giant 
EMI  Music  Publishing. 
He  worked  his  way  up 
to  a music  publishing 
position,  and  then  left  the 
company  to  form  his  own 
recording  studio  with  his 
boss  at  EMI.  They  named 
it  E&S  Music  and  at  one 
point  had  several  songs 
on  the  UK  top  40.  In 
2002  he  set  up  the  label 
Syco  Music,  which  later 
became  a part  of  Columbia 
Records  and  Sony  BMG 
Music  Entertainment. 
That  label  releases  songs 
from  artists  like  Leona 
Lewis  and  contestants 
from  The  ‘X’  Factor.  He 
recently  launched  the 
U.S.  version  of  the  show, 
starring  himself  and  Paula 
Abdul  as  judges. 


War  in  Afghanistan 

- Started  October  7,  2001 


Book  Review:  Rage  to  Survive  by  Etta  James 


Lyndon  Seitz 

A&E  Editor 


Etta  James  has  been  an 
institution  of  American  music  for 
decades. 

Her  personal  story  and 
personal  trials,  however,  are  just  as 
interesting  as  her  soulful  music. 

Her  biography  “Rage  to 
Survive:  The  Etta  James  Story,” 
written  by  the  singer  herself  with 
David  Ritz,  chronicles  her  life  from 
birth  until  about  1995,  and  leaves 
out  very  little,  good  or  bad. 

This  book  is  effectively  Etta 
James’  autobiography,  as  David 
Ritz  keeps  Etta’s  voice  throughout 
and  the  entire  book  is  from  the  first- 
person  perspective. 

Etta  is  blunt,  crude,  and 


unapologetic,  explaining  her  life 
with  truthfulness  not  found  in  many 
of  today’s  autobiographies. 

She  did  not  write  this  book  to 
cover  up  her  own  past  in  any  way. 

The  content  covers  everything 
from  James’  love  life  and  drug 
use  or  her  dealings  with  the  music 
industry. 

From  what  she  feels  about  her 
music  labels  to  stories  about  touring 
on  the  road  with  Marvin  Gaye,  she 
leaves  nothing  out. 

This  allows  you  to  get  a real 
picture  of  her  and  the  world  around 
her,  and  hearing  about  the  culture 


and  environment  in  which  she 
existed  is  as  interesting  as  learning 
about  Etta  herself. 

James  also  conveys  both  her 
feelings  at  the  time  of  an  anecdote 
and  her  feelings  today  about  it. 

When  she  does  this,  it  adds  to 
the  book,  and  makes  you  feel  that 
only  Etta  James  could  give  this  kind 
of  personal  honesty. 

This  life  story  about  one  of  the 
music  industry’s  greats  is  also  a story 
of  the  music  industry  in  general,  and 
to  see  it  in  the  light  James  casts  is  a 
refreshing  experience. 

9 out  of  10. 


Read  any  good  books  lately?  Seen  any  good 
movies? 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see  your  name  in  print! 


Edgar  Allen  Poe-  Died  Oct  7, 1849 


Edgar  Poe  was  bom  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts, 
the  middle  of  three 
children,  and  was  named 
after  a character  from 
Shakespeare’s  King  Lear. 
His  father  abandoned  their 
family,  and  his  mother 
died  soon  after  from 
tuberculosis.  The  three 
children  were  taken  in  by 
the  Allen  family,  hence 
his  name  change  to  Edgar 
“Allen”  Poe.  In  1827  Poe 
enlisted  in  the  army  as  a 
private.  That  same  year  he 
published  his  first  book, 
“Tamerlane  and  Other 
Poems”  under  the  byline, 
“a  Bostonian.”  After 
much  begging,  Poe  was 
discharged  from  the  army 
in  1829.  After  his  brother 
died  in  1831,  he  devoted 
himself  to  his  writing 
career,  making  him  the  first 
well-known  American  to 
make  his  living  as  a writer 


alone.  In  1835  he  married 
his  first-cousin  Virginia 
when  he  was  26  and  she 
was  13.  Her  early  death  is 
said  to  have  inspire  some  of 
his  darker  poetry.  His  most 
famous  works  are  “The 
Black  Cat,”  “The  Cask  of 
Amontillado,”  and  “The 
Tell-Tale  Heart.”  His  actual 
cause  of  death  in  1849  at 
the  age  of  40  remains  a 
mystery  but  most  attribute 
it  to  alcohol  poisoning 
among  other  things. 


photo  by  vibevixen.com 
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Music  Review:  Neon  Indian  lets  down  while  Nirvana  hypes  up 


Matt  Futterleib 

Voice  Reporter 


Neon  Indian 
Era  Extrana 
Mom  + Pop 

Neon  Indian  brainchild  Alan 
Palomo  emerged  as  a synth  pioneer 
among  indie  rock  fandom  with  a one- 
man  robo-band  persona  on  his  first 
album.  Psychic  Chasms. 

The  album  embraced  a left- 
field  dynamic,  unexpectedly  gaining 
popularity  amongst  indie  circles  and 
helping  turn  “chill-wave”  into  an 
interesting  offshoot  from  otherwise 
formulaic  electronic  indie  music. 

On  his  second  album  Era 
Extraha,  Palomo  keeps  his  one-man 
persona  and  layered  keyboard-produced 
synth  melodies  consistent,  yet  retracts 
a bit  from  Psychic  Chasms’  chill-as-a- 
cucumber  dream  mentality  for  a more 
beat-reliant  sound  on  many  of  the  most 
layered  tracks  on  the  album. 

“Polish  Girl”  is  Era’s  best 
example  of  shifting  ideas,  debuting  a 
new  embrace  of  synth  riffs  and  a spacy 
swagger  reminiscent  of  La  Roux. 

Syncopated  synth  harmonies 
gliding  along  the  mix  and  a catchy  chorus 
remind  the  listener  they  are  still  listening 
to  Neon  Indian,  and  his  voice  retains  its 


reverbed  majesty  over  the  track. 

“Fallout”  and  “Halogen  (I  Could 
Be  a Shadow)”  are  futuristic  ballads 
which  expose  Palomo’s  emotive 
tendencies  at  their  fullest  without 
sacrificing  a bit  of  harmonic  mysticism 
from  his  wondrous  synth  loops. 

“Future  Sick”  and  “Suns  Irrupt” 
are  the  album’s  best  tracks,  with  Palomo 
concocting  woozy  mixes  of  dreamy 
soundscapes,  heavily  bouncing  drum 
machines  and  paranoid,  future-fearing 
lyrics. 

Any  fan  of  science  fiction  or 
wonderer  of  future  possibilities  will 
enjoy  Alan  Palomo’s  space-inspired 
collection  of  tracks  on  Era  Extraha. 

Die-hard  fans  of  his  first  album 
may  experience  a slight  let-down  amidst 
their  first  listen,  but  multiple  listens 
reveal  a more  fully-realized  effort  from 
indie’s  resident  synth  superman.  Grade: 
B,  Key  Track:  “Future  Sick” 


Nirvana 

Nevermind 

Geffen 

Twenty  years,  over  ten 
million  albums  sold  and  one  iconic 
album  cover  later.  Nirvana’s  second  LP 
Nevermind  has  been  triple-reissued  with 
a single-disc  re-mastered  edition,  as  well 
as  “Deluxe”  and  “Super  Deluxe”  editions 
that  offer  previously  unreleased  and  rare 
material  from  the  album’s  recording 
sessions  in  1991. 

From  a distance,  one  could 
seem  confused  that  many  of  the  tracks 
here  are  still  mainstays  on  popular  rock 
radio,  boasting  sludgy  guitar  riffs  and 
rhythms,  hard-driving  drum  beats  laden 
with  dense  splashes  of  cymbal  hits,  and 
off-key  vocal  hooks  sung  by  a scratchy- 
voiced  maniac  with  vague  lyrics  that 
rhyme  “mosquito”  with  “libido,”  for 
example. 


Years  before,  this  brand 
of  grimy  guitar  rock  held  no  regard  in 
popular  music,  and  was  reserved  to  be 
enjoyed  by  a few  small  groups  of  music 
elitists  and  junkyard  musicians.  Now, 
it  is  celebrated  with  Nevermind’s  20'*' 
anniversary  of  release.  Most  of  the  credit 
for  the  album’s  success  belongs  to  the 
illustrious  first  single  and  opening  track 

“Smells  Like  Teen  Spirit,” 
an  unlikely  smash  hit  and  tenacious 
statement  that’s  success  transcended 
popular  music’s  perpetual  repetition  of 
vain  abstract  themes  that  plagued  “hair 
metal”  and  popularized  grunge  rock  as  a 
viable  platform  for  musical  exploration. 

Much  of  Nirvana’s  success 
in  presenting  heavy  guitar  rock  in  an 
accessible  manner  on  Nevermind  is 
thanks  to  producer  Butch  Vig,  who 
layered  the  aggressively-jumbled  and 
pounding  sound  of  the  band’s  sludgy 
playing  into  organized  song  structures 
accompanied  by  a tinge  of  reverb. 

These  songs  are  mostly 
easy  on  the  ears,  but  remain  hard  on  the 
heartstrings,  even  moreso  after  learning 
about  Cobain’s  demise  and  regret  from 
fostering  its  creation. 

Thus,  the  musical 
appreciation  for  Nevermind  is  well 
deserved  after  20  years,  and  the  release 
should  be  considered  a posthumous 
thanks  to  its  creators  for  inspiring  people 
like  me,  who  wouldn’t  be  the  same 
without  it. 


Movie  Review:  50/50  is  a realistic  and  heart-wrenching  story 


Jessica  Thelen 
Movie  Review 


On  the  evening  of  October 
1 , a group  of  my  close  friends 
and  I went  to  see  a movie  at 
Rave  Theaters  in  Springfield. 
At  the  theater,  we  saw  “50/50”, 
only  a day  after  its  release  date. 

The  movie  stars  Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt  as  Adam,  who 
has  been  afflicted  by  a rare  type 
of  cancer,  and  Seth  Rogen  as 
Kyle,  Adam’s  co-worker  and 
best  friend. 

Due  to  the  film’s  subject 
matter,  (a  Hollywood  produced 
“dramedy”  about  cancer  that 


features  two  well-known  lead 
actors)  you  would  think  that  this 
movie  would  be  unrealistic. 

However,  “50/50”  is  the 
exact  opposite;  it  shows  cancer 
for  exactly  what  it  is. 

When  someone  gets 
diagnosed  with  cancer,  their  life 
still  goes  on.  A 

dam,  as  such,  maintains 
his  prior  life  as  best  he  can, 
although  his  relationships 
with  his  friends,  family,  and 
girlfriend  change  with  each 
passing  month. 

This  film  delves  deep  into 
not  just  the  physical  side  of  the 
illness,  but  the  emotional  side 
as  well. 


Adam  wants  help,  but  he 
also  doesn’t  want  pity;  all  he 
wants  is  to  be  better. 

Watching  this  movie  was 
like  watching  a cancer  patient 
move  through  life,  suffering  all 
of  the  sorrows  and  changes  that 
cancer  brings. 

“50/50”  is  so  realistic  and 
heart-wrenching  that  I cried, 
and  I don’t  cry  easily. 

Joseph  Gordon-Levitt 
perfectly  depicts  a healthy 
and  kind  young  man  struck  by 
illness. 

He  doesn’t  portray 
Adam  as  an  oh-woe-is-me 
person;  instead,  Adam  deals 
bravely  with  both  the  extremely 


difficult  emotional  and  physical 
problems  that  come  with  cancer. 
In  spite  of  it  all,  he  tries  to  live 
his  life  as  normally  as  possible. 

Adam  is  far  from  a cheesy 
character;  he  doesn’t  blindly 
smile  in  the  face  of  it  all.  Instead, 
he  takes  his  struggle  with  a grain 
of  salt,  which  makes  him  such 
an  admirable  character. 

Near  the  end  of  the 
movie,  more  than  half  of  the 
audience  was  in  tears;  sniffles 
were  prevalent. 

However,  the  sorrow  was 
interspersed  with  moments  of 
comedic  relief  brought  on  by 
Kyle. 

At  the  start  of  the  movie. 


Rogen  appears  to  be  his  usual 
semi-selfish,  drunk,  and  goofy 
character.  However,  as  the 
movie  progresses, 

Kyle  grows  as  a character, 
which  is  a refreshing  sight  both 
from  Rogen  and  Hollywood. 
Without  him,  this  movie  would 
just  be  another  sad  cancer 
movie. 

“50/50”  is  the  best  movie 
I have  seen  so  far  this  year  and 
one  of  the  best  movies  I have 
seen  in  a long  time. 

It  is  the  most  heart 
wrenching  and  psychologically 
moving  movie  1 have  seen  in 
years,  and  I encourage  everyone 
to  see  it. 
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No  disapointments  on  Sunday  night 


Matt  Jardin 
Voice  Reporter 


Believe  it  or  not,  there  is 
something  on  television  Sunday 
night  that  may  be  better  then 
Fox’s  “Animation  Domination” 
programming  block. 

Sunday  night.  Showtime 
debuted  the  6*  season  of 
“Dexter”,  one  of  TV’s  most 
popular  shows.  Viewers  who 
stuck  around  after  “Dexter”  got 
to  see  a great  new  show  called 
“Homeland”. 

From  9 to  11  on  Sunday 
night.  I was  glued  to  my  TV.  I 
became  a fan  of  “Dexter”  during 
its  third  season  and  made  sure 
to  catch  up. 

“Dexter”,  if  explained 
in  one  sentence,  is  a show  that 


makes  you  fall  in  love  with 
a serial  killer,  which  really 
throws  audiences  for  a loop. 
You  would  never  think  under 
any  circumstances  that  you 
could  cheer  for  a guy  that 
plastic  wraps  people  to  a table 
and  stabs  them,  but  it  happens. 

After  you  have  fallen  in 
love  with  “Dexter”  and  watched 
him  kill  a bad  guy  or  two,  now 
it’s  time  for  a new  show-  that 
is  just  as  exciting  and  full  of 
twists. 

“Homeland”  tells  the  story 
of  an  American  P.O.W.  who  is 
found  after  C.I.A.  analysts  find 
a terrorist  hideout.  Behind  a 
padlocked  door,  they  find  Sgt. 
Brody,  who  has  been  a prisoner 
since  2003. 

Viewers  follow  him  home, 
where  he  is  thrown  in  front  of 
the  press  to  help  the  country 


feel  better  about  the  war  efforts 
in  the  Middle  East. 

One  C.IA.  analyst 
feels  that  there  is  something 
suspicious  about  a P.O.W.  who 
has  been  kept  alive  for  8 years. 

Her  feelings  about  Brody 
emerge  from  her  time  in  Iraq, 
where  she  was  told  that  an 
American  P.O.W.  was  “turned” 
to  the  enemy’s  side. 

Is  she  the  bad  guy  try  ing 
to  set  up  an  American  Hera?  Is 
Brody  really  back  in  the  U.S. 
planning  another  attack?  I guess 
we  will  all  have  to  watch  and 
find  out. 

Showtime’s  1-2  punch 
will  hopefully  take  part  in 
getting  people  past  their  with 
less  worthy  shows.  For  real 
TV,  tune  in  to  Showtime  on 
Sundays  at  9pm.  You  will  not 
be  disappointed. 


Fox’s  “New  Girl”  is  ratings  hit  with  Deschanel 


photo  by  jivid.com 


1^  ler  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


Last  week,  I discussed 
some  new  fall  TV  shows  that 
are  awful  and  should  be  on  the 
verge  of  cancellation.  However, 
this  week  I wanted  to  take  a 
look  and  recap  what  is  probably 
the  best  new  show  of  the  fall. 

“New'  Girl,”  which  stars 
the  adorable  and  quirky  Zooey 
Deschanel  from  “500  Days  of 
Summer”  and  “Elf,”  is  exactly 
what  most  viewers  need:  a 
show  that  is  funny,  witty  and 
adorable. 

These  are  elements  that 
a show  it  follows,  “Glee,”  has 
been  missing  for  a while. 

The  premise  of  the 
show  is  that  Deschanel  plays 
Jess  who,  after  a messy  (and 
embarrassing)  break-up, decides 
to  move  in  with  three  guys  she 
meets  online  (Nick,  Winston, 
and  Schmidt). 

The  actors  play  off  each 
other  well  and  have  a dynamic 
that  often  takes  shows  a long 
time  to  establish.  There  was  a 
level  of  comfort  between  the 
guys,  which  helped  ease  the 
viewer  into  the  pilot  episode. 


The  main  element  that 
seems  to  make  “New  Girl”  so 
successful  is  the  script  written 
by  Liz  Meriwether,  who  is  able 
to  make  the  conversations  from 
characters  feel  like  they  could 
be  overheard  on  any  college 
campus. 

It  is  nice  to  see  some 
success  from  female  \«iters 
considering  the  major  decline 
of  shows  the  last  couple  of  years 
that  are  written  and  directed  by 
women. 

Meriwether  has  created 
a fabulous  show  that  even  had 
to  deal  with  a change  in  one 


of  supporting  actors  after  the 
pilot. 

Viewers  have  loved  this 
show  so  far,  and  the  ratings  have 
made  “New  Girl”  Fox’s  highest 
rated  fall  sitcom  debut. 

There  is  no  surprise  that 
it  was  the  first  show  of  the  fall 
season  that  was  given  more 
episodes,  bringing  its  total  to  24 
episodes  this  season. 

This  show  is  a must- 
watch.  For  anyone  who  wants 
to  be  amused  by  an  actress 
willing  to  go  the  extra  mile  and 
be  humorous,  check  it  out  on 
Tuesday’s  at  9 on  Fox. 


Student 

Spotlight 


Name:  Kate  Wemer 
Hometown:  Salisbury,  MA 
Major  History,  Secondary  Education 


Are  you  involved  with  any  clubs  or  organizations  on 
campus? 

I am  the  captain  of  the  girls  swimming  and  diving 
team  and  1 also  am  a member  of  SAAB  (Student 
Athletic  Advisory  Board). 

Name  3 things  you  always  have  with  you. 

I always  have  my  cell  phone,  chapstick,  and  water 
with  me. 

What  does  the  world  need  more  of? 

I would  say  the  world  needs  more  laughter.  Some 
people  take  things  a little  too  seriously. 

Pepsi  or  Coke? 

Pepsi 

What  is  the  first  thing  you  think  of  when  you  wake 
up? 

Ffrobably  why  my  alarm  was  so  loud  and  why  my 
dream  had  to  end. 

Breakfast,  lunch,  or  dinner? 

Dinner 

Favorite  month? 

July,  everyday’s  a beach  day! 


If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spot- 
light - or  know  someone  who  de- 
serves it  - email 
thevoice  @wsc. ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 


9 


The  Westfield  Voice  Sports 

Westfield  claims  third  straight  Sodexo  Trophy  over  Bridgewater 


T^ler  Morissette 

Voice  Reporter 


After  enduring  a three 
game  home  losing  streak,  the 
Westfield  State  Owls  football 
team  traveled  to  Bridgewater 
last  Friday  for  a crucial  New 
England  Football  Conference 
Bogan  league  matchup. 

It  was  a big  night  for 
the  Bridgewater  State  Bears  as 
the  team  was  playing  its  first 
home  night  game  ever  at  its 
new  field.  Westfield  was  able  to 
come  up  with  a 10-7  victory  in 
a game  where  the  Owls  bent  but 
did  not  break.  One  major  key 
for  Westfield  in  the  win  was  the 
ability  to  create  turnovers  and 
force  the  Bears  to  throw  it  more 
than  they  would  have  liked  to. 

It  had  appeared  that 
Bridgewater  was  going  to  march 
right  down  the  field  and  score  on 
Westfield  early  on  thanks  to  the 
running  duo  of  Mike  McCarthy 
and  Justin  Fuller,  but  McCarthy 
threw  a poor  pass  in  the  end 
zone  and  was  intercepted  by 
Mike  Szydlowski  (his  first 
interception  of  the  season)  late 


in  the  second  quarter. 

Kennan  Startzell  then 
knocked  in  a 34-yard  field  goal 
to  give  the  Owls  a 3-0  lead. 

On  the  Bears’  next 
possession,  senior  defensive 
leader  Ryan  O’Connell,  who 
tried  to  out  do  his  school  record 
breaking  fumble  recovery  from 
last  week,  also  intercepted  a 
McCarthy  pass,  which  led  to 
touchdown  scoring  drive  when 
quarterback  Tommy  Leung  hit 
tight  end  Jeff  Winchell  on  a 
1 1 yard  reception  for  the  score 
that  gave  the  Owls  a 10-0  lead 
at  half. 

In  the  second  half, 
Westfield’s  offense  stalled  on 
many  series  and  allowed  the 
Bears  to  make  a late  comeback 
in  the  fourth  quarter.  With 
Bridgewater  starting  a drive  on 
their  own  eight  yard  line,  they 
moved  the  chains  and  marched 
92  yards  on  1 1 plays,  highlighted 
by  an  1 1 yard  touchdown  run  by 
Fuller  to  make  the  score  10-7. 

Fuller  ran  for  8 1 yards 
in  the  game  and  moved  into 
ninth  place  on  the  Bears  all-time 
leading  rushing  and  scoring 
lists.  McCarthy  ran  for  91  yards 


and  threw  for  102  yards  but  was 
intercepted  twice  in  the  first 
half. 

After  not  being  able 
to  do  much  on  the  offensive 


side  of  the  ball,  McCarthy  was 
replaced  by  the  Bears  backup 
quarterback  Caleb  Gelsomino, 
who  almost  brought  his  team 
back  to  tie  the  game.  However, 
he  was  picked  off  Erik  Wellhoff 
on  the  last  play  desperation 
throw. 

The  win  brought  the 
Owls  record  to  2-3  on  the  season 
and  1 - 1 in  conference  play. 

Leung  started  the  game 
in  place  of  senior  Tyler  Dow 


who  did  not  play  in  last  Friday’s 
game  because  of  an  apparent 
injury  that  was  not  specified. 
Leung  played  well  in  his  second 
career  start  as  he  was  9 for  17 


with  100  yards  passing  and  the 
one  score  to  Winchell. 

After  some  early 
game  struggles  in  the  running 
game,  the  Owls  were  able  to 
move  the  ball  effectively  on  the 
ground,  in  large  part  thanks  to 
Brian  Beauchemin’s  83  yards 
rushing  on  20  carries.  But  once 
again  the  story  of  this  game  was 
Westfield’s  defense  stepping 
up  in  key  moments,  forcing 
four  turnovers  and  making  key 


tackles  as  both  Kevin  Duffy  and 
Justin  Ehrhardt  finished  with 
10  tackles  each  and  Ehrhardt 
recovered  a fumble  as  well. 

The  Owls  next  game 
is  this  Saturday  at  1:00  p.m. 
at  Alumni  field  against  the 
prolific  option  attack  of  Maine 
Maritime.  The  Mariners  are 
coming  off  their  first  loss  of  the 
season  against  Worcester  State 
39-22  and  are  3-1  this  year. 

The  Mariners  were 
recently  featured  in  an  ESPN 
column  focusmg  on  their  high 
powered  option  attack.  Last 
year  the  Mariners  beat  Westfield 
and  did  that  by  rushing  for  435 
yards  and  passing  for  0 yards. 

Maine  Maritime  is  led 
by  senior  quarterback  Matthew 
Rende,  who  has  run  for  440 
yards  and  five  scores  this  season. 
Not  to  be  outdone  by  Rende,  the 
Mariners  have  two  other  backs 
that  have  rushed  for  seven 
touchdowns  combined  and  526 
and  265  yards  respectively. 

With  this  option  attack, 
the  Owls  defensive  ends  must 
be  alert  at  all  times  for  either 
Rende  holding  onto  the  ball  or 
pitching  to  one  of  his  backs. 


photo  by  Mickey  Curtis 
Westfield  State  celebrates  its  win  over  Bridgewater. 
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If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  5 to 
we  St fieldvoice  sports  @ yahoo  .com 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  October  9. 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  winner. 

Good  luck! 


Week  5 Gaines 

Rob 

Joey 

Matt 

Steve 

lyier 

Donoghue 

Cooper 

Jardin 

Kligerman 

Morissette 

Philadelphia  @ Buffalo 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

BUF 

PHI 

New  Orleans  @ Carolina 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Oakland  @ Houston 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

Kansas  City  @ Indianapolis 

KC 

KC 

KC 

KC 

IND 

Cincinnati  @ Jacksonville 

JAX 

CIN 

JAX 

CIN 

CIN 

Arizona  @ Minnesota 

MIN 

MIN 

ARI 

ARI 

MIN 

Seattle  @ N.Y.  Giants 

NYG 

NYG 

NYG 

NYG 

NYG 

Tennessee  @ Pittsburgh 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

TEN 

PIT 

Tampa  Bay  @ San  Francisco 

TB 

SF 

TB 

SF 

TB 

San  Diego  @ Denver 

SD 

SD 

SD 

SD 

SD 

N.Y.  Jets  @ New  England 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

Green  Bay  @ Atlanta 

ATL 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

Chicago  @ Detroit 

DET 

CHI 

DET 

DET 

CHI 

Last  Week 

13-3 

10-6 

11-5 

12-4 

11-5 

Season  Record 

35-13 

32-16 

32-16 

34-14 

31-17 

Bye  Teams:  Baltimore,  Cleveland,  Dallas,  Miami,  St.  Louis  and  Washington 
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Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 

Bj:  Rob  Donoghue 

Sports  Editor 

Now  everyone’s 
starting  to  agree  with  what 
I’ve  been  tirelessly  stating  for 
years:  Theo  Epstein  is  the  most 
overrated  general  manager  in 
sports. 

That’s  not  to  say  I’m 
blaming  Theo  for  one  of  the 
greatest  train  wrecks  in  sports 
history.  That  burden  falls  onto 
the  overpaid  players  who  let  a 
nine  game  lead  in  the  A.L.  Wild 
Card  to  start  the  month  slip 
away  after  going  an  atrocious 
7-20  in  September. 

If  they  had  gone  just 
9-18  last  month  (only  winning 
33  percent  of  their  games)  this 
team  would  have  made  the 
playoffs. 

Now  Terry  Francona  is 
out  of  a job.  Whether  or  not  it 
truly  was  mutual,  we  may  never 
know.  But  Tito  is  a class  and 
act  and  the  Sox  will  not  find  a 
manager  as  good  as  Francona. 


Theo  needs  to  go  next. 
Heck,  he  needs  to  go  more  than 
Terry  did.  I’m  just  tired  of  the 
spoiled  37  year  old  hiding 
behind  a few  good  trades  he’s 
made  in  the  past  decade. 

He  once  left  the  job 
that  anyone  in  the  world  would 
love  to  have  so  how  much 
passion  does  he  really  have  for 
it  anyways? 

Theo’s  best  move  has 
been  putting  smart  people  in 
charge  of  scouting  and  player 
development.  Almost  all  of 
Boston’s  current  best  players 
have  come  through  the  team’s 
farm  system  (Lester,  Youkilis, 
Papelbon,  Pedroia,  Ellsbury, 
Buchholz  and  Bard). 

And  I’ll  give  him  credit 
for  signing  David  Ortiz  and  Bill 
Muller  and  trading  for  Adrian 
Gonzalez  and  Curt  Schilling 
(for  those  wondering,  the  Josh 
Beckett  deal  didn’t  happen 


under  his  watch  - he  had  left  the 
team  at  that  time). 

But  trading  for  the 
likes  of  Willy  Mo  Pena,  Jeff 
Supan  and  Eric  Gagne  certainly 
wouldn’t  be  classified  as 
some  of  his  shining  moments 
(especially  when  the  Sox  gave 
up  Bronson  Arroyo,  Freddy 
Sanchez  and  David  Murphy  to 
get  those  bums). 

Most  importantly,  and 
the  main  point  I hope  to  get 
across,  think  of  all  the  money 
Theo  has  wasted  over  the 
years  outbidding  himself  for 
marginally  talented  players... 

$40  million  for  Edgar 
Renteria.  $8  million  for  David 
Wells  and  $7  million  for  Julian 
Tavarez. 

$26  million  for  Matt 
Clement.  $36  million  for  Julio 
Lugo.  $52  million  for  Daisuke 
Matsuzaka  (plus  $51  million 
just  for  the  right  to  negotiate 


with  him). 

$70  million  for  J.D. 
Drew  (the  worst  of  all  - never 
a good  player  for  the  Red  Sox 
and  I’ll  argue  that  with  anyone. 
He’s  been  retired  for  years  and 
at  least  now  he  can  “officially” 
retire). 

$83  million  for  John 
Lackey  (actually,  this  one  is  the 
worst  of  all.  Hated  the  move 
then,  hate  it  even  more  now. 
It’s  literally  like  unnecessarily 
spending  money  just  because 
you  have  it).  $12.5  million  for 
Marco  Scutaro.  $12  million  for 
Bobby  Jenks. 

Theo’s  made  a few 
good  moves  (some  that  were 
just  plain  lucky)  but  for  the 
most  part  he’s  an  overrated  boy 
wonder  who  had  a lot  of  money 
to  play  with  and  has  wasted 
hundreds  of  millions  of  it. 

I’m  not  jumping  off 
the  Theo  bandwagon  now.  Ask 


my  friends.  I’ve  been  analyzing 
Theo  and  trying  to  tell  people 
how  overrated  he  is  for  years. 

Now  it’s  finally  time 
to  say  good  bye  to  everyone’s 
former  favorite  GM.  But  if 
the  Sox  owners  really  want 
to  change  the  culture  of  this 
team,  they  need  an  overhaul  of 
players  more  than  an  overhaul 
of  management. 

It  starts  with  John 
Lackey.  I don’t  care  if  they 
have  to  pay  all  of  Lackey’s  $45 
million  plus  contract  for  the 
next  three  years  but  he  needs 
to  go.  Nothing  positive  ever 
comes  out  of  him  - neither  on 
the  mound  or  from  his  mouth. 

I’m  sick  of  his  God 
awfiil  pitching  and  negative 
press  conferences.  There  are 
some  choice  words  I could  say 
about  Lackey  that  I’ll  spare  you 
from  hearing,  but  he  needs  to  go. 
That’s  all  for  this  time  folks. 


Voice  Sports  Reporters  Debate:  Biggest  Surprise  in  NFL? 


Tyler,  we  could  not 
disagree  anymore.  Everyone 
knew  the  Colts  would  falter 
without  the  best  quarterback  in 
the  NFL. 

Indianapolis  has  never 
had  a running  game  and  always 
has  an  injury  plagued  defense. 

That  team  is  built 
around  Manning,  and  it  just 
goes  to  show  how  good  Man- 
ning is  that  without  him  the 
Colts  are  one  of  the  worst  teams 
in  the  league. 

New  England  without 
Brady  goes  11-5,  but  that  is  en- 
tirely different  argument. 

Buffalo  is  definitely 
the  surprising  team  so  far  this 
season.  They’re  tied  in  the  divi- 
sion lead  at  3-1  that  is  thought 
to  be  a two  man  race  between 
the  Jets  and  Patriots. 

They  also  took  down 
the  all-mighty  New  England  Pa- 
triots, making  Tom  Brady  look 


like  Bobby  Brady.  Buffalo’s  de- 
fense forced  four  interceptions 
against  a quarterback  that  had 
four  all  last  season. 

The  Bills  offense,  led 
by  Ryan  Fitzpatrick,  is  flying  on 
all  cylinders  and  scoring  at  will, 
racking  up  133  points  in  four 
games.  The  Harvard  grad  has  a 
quarterback  rating  of  103.5  and 
has  a 9-3  TD/INT  ratio. 

Buffalo’s  running 
game  has  been  efficient  led  by 
Fred  Jackson  who  is  averaging 
6.4  yards  per  carry. 

Key  addition’s  such  as 
Nick  Barnett  and  Shawne  Mer- 
riman  have  given  some  stability 
to  the  core  of  the  second  line  of 
Buffalo’s  defense. 

Coach  Chain  Gailey 
has  this  team  truly  believing  it 
can  be  serious  contenders  in  a 
division  most  experts  had  them 
finishing  no  better  than  last 
place. 


Joey  Cooper 


vs. 


Tyler  Morissette 


Joey,  are  you  serious? 
Do  you  really  think  the  Bills  are 
the  biggest  surprise? 

The  Bills  proved  last 
year  that  they  have  some  good 
young  talent  and  can  beat  some 
good  teams. 

However,  the  biggest 
surprise  so  far  this  year  is  the 
Colts.  We  knew  coming  into 
this  season  that  Peyton  Man- 
ning would  not  be  playing  and 
would  be  out  for  a while,  and 
that  without  Peyton  Manning, 
the  Colts  simply  are  not  the 
Colts. 

But  this  team  is  bad, 
which  is  confusing  when  you 
have  two  great  defensive  ends 
in  Robert  Mathis  and  Dwight 
Freeney,  a great  tight  end  in 
Dallas  Clark  and  a sure  handed 
Reggie  Wayne. 

Sure,  Kerry  Collins 
and  my  favorite  painter,  Curtis 
Painter,  are  not  great  but  come 


on.  When  the  Patriots  lost  Tom 
Brady,  best  quarterback  in  the 
league,  for  the  whole  season 
were  they  this  bad?  The  answer 
is  no. 

After  leading  the  NFL 
in  passing  last  season,  the  Colts 
are  ranked  27th  in  that  category 
through  the  first  three  games  be- 
hind Kerry  Collins,  who  at  age 
38  was  drawn  out  of  retirement 
a couple  of  weeks  before  the 
season  started. 

But  what  a difference. 
Last  year  the  Colts  started  2- 
1 with  Manning  throwing  for 
1 ,013  yards  and  nine  TDs.  Col- 
lin, on  the  other  hand,  started 
0-3  while  throwing  for  just  48 1 
yards  and  two  TDs. 

In  addition,  it  is  a sur- 
prise that  no  one  really  recog- 
nized that  the  Colts  have  drafted 
poorly  the  last  couple  of  years 
and  that  none  of  their  first  round 
picks  have  produced  at  all. 
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Electronics 


Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Your  attention  will  be  turned 
much  more  inward.  And  you 
should  really  try  to  keep  your 
conversations  and  interactions 
with  others  down  to  a bare 
minimum  if  you  possibly  can 
right  now 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
You’ll  be  pretty  busy  and 
active,  but  you  shouldn’t 
forget  to  devote  a little  energy 
to  your  friends  and  closest 
relationships  right  now. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

You’ll  be  feeling  pretty 
motivated  at  the  moment,  and 
you’ll  have  a very  active  day 
on  your  agenda.  You’re  bound 
to  be  quite  busy  planning  and 
organizing  many  different 
things  this  week. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
You’re  bound  to  be  feeling  a 
little  restless  at  the  moment, 
and  it’s  a good  time  to  start 
broadening  your  horizons  a 
bit.  If  you’re  feeling  eager 
for  greater  knowledge  and 
experience,  you  ought  to  think 
about  doing  a little  traveling  or 
starting  in  on  some  new  course 
of  stud 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
This  week  is  a great  time  for 
examining  your  own  attitudes 
and  behaviors  and  trying  to 
discover  some  real  truths  about 
yourself. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

You’ll  be  feeling  quite  sociable 
and  talkative  today.  Just  try  to 
remember  to  focus  on  healthy, 
constructive  communication 
in  your  closest  relationships.  If 
you  don’t  watch  what  you  say, 
things  could  end  up  getting  a 
little  difficult  with  some  overly 
sensitive  people. 


Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

It’s  a great  time  to  focus  on 
getting  everything  organized 
that  you  possibly  can.  Your 
concentration  and  attention 
to  detail  will  be  at  a real  high 
|X)int  this  week. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

You’ll  be  eager  to  develop 
a deeper  understanding  of 
many  things  at  this  time,  and 
you  really  ought  to  be  able  to 
gain  greater  wisdom  if  you 
spend  a little  time  focusing 
on  subjects  like  philosophy  or 
metaphysics. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

There  will  be  an  awful  lot  of 
activity  on  the  home  front  for 
you  this  week.  And  it’s  a good 
idea  to  try  to  spend  as  much 
time  around  the  house  as  you 
possibly  can. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

It  will  be  a very  busy  day  for 
you  with  lots  of  conversations 
and  meetings  with  many 
different  people  dominating 
your  agenda. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

You  should  really  focus  your 
attention  on  your  financial 
situation  today.  And  you  ought 
to  try  to  come  up  with  a few 
new  ideas  about  how  to  better 
handle  your  resources. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’ll  really  be  in  the  mood  to 
express  your  point  of  view  to 
others  in  any  way  you  possibly 
can.  Just  be  careful  that  you’re 
not  too  opinionated  if  you 
can  help  it.  Your  powers  of 
perception  will  be  extremely 
sharp  and  penetrating  right 
now. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 
com 
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Tommy  D’s 

Complimentary  Wing 
Mondays! 


Drinks: 

Bud  and  Bud  Light  Bottles:  $2.25 
Butterball  Shots:  $4.00 
Creamsicle:  $4.00 
Fruit  Punch  Shots:  $3.75 
Coruba  Booba:  $4.00 
Pumpkin  Pie  Beer:  $4.50 


Budweiser  Promo 

3 Giveaways  on  October 
11th! 


NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC 


WSU  and  National  Geographic  Kids  sets  out  to  break 
Guinness  World  Records  Title  for  Jumping  Jacks! 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 


The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Monday  & Thursday 
9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 
Tuesday  & Wednesday 
9:00  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 
Friday 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 
Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 
Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Mofiday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


WSU  acquires  downtown  property  for  off-campus  apartments 


photo  by  David  Harris-Fried 


This  property  on  27  Washington  Street,  will  be  another  living 
option  for  WSU  students. 


Krysta  Livingstone 

Voice  Reporter 


Some  interesting  things  came 
up  at  this  weeks  SGA  meeting  held 
on  Tuesday,  October  1 1 . 

First  off.  President  Lou 
Cimagiia  announced  that  The 
Westfield  News  stated  in  an  article 
that  the  Washington  Street  property, 
which  was  recently  reverted  back  to 
a WSU  property,  will  be  converted 
into  apartments  and  provide  the 
campus  with  a sought  after  presence 
downtown. 

More  information  on  this  will 
follow  in  next  week’s  edition  of  the 
Westfield  Voice. 

Vice  President  of  Student 
Life,  Stephanie  Close,  announced 
that  the  numbers  for  the  blood  drive 
were  once  again  great. 

The  Red  Cross  was  able  to 
collect  154  pints  of  blood. 

Look  out  for  special  deals 
in  the  campus  eateries.  Food 
committee  chair,  Michelle  Brown, 
announced  several  incentive  deals 
for  on  campus  eating  this  week. 

On  Friday,  October  14 
Subway  will  be  giving  a free  30oz. 
soda  with  any  purchase  of  a sub. 
Also,  Pandinis  will  be  hosting  a free 
coffee  and  snacks  event  from  1 1:30- 


12:30;  be  sure  to  check  out  all  of 
these  great  deals. 

VP  of  Academic  Life  Tony 
lozzo  announced  that,  believe  it  or 
not,  advising  is  beginning  soon. 

Be  sure  to  pick  up  a course 
offerings  booklet  in  any  academic 
building,  and  check  your  advising 
dates. 

VP  of  Programming  Brandon 
Burr  announced  some  great  CAB 
events  coming  up. 


Also  on  Friday,  October  14, 
former  Night  Owl  Brian  Stokes  will 
be  coming  to  perform  some  original 
material  in  the  Ely  Campus  Center 
at  8p.m. 

The  following  week  a trivia 
night  with  free  pizza  will  be  held 
at  the  same  place  and  time  on 
Wednesday  October  19. 

Next  Saturday,  October  22, 
will  be  the  CAB  Halloween  Dance. 

This  will  be  from  8:30- 


midnight  in  the  Scanlon  Banquet 
Hall,  so  get  your  costumes  ready. 

Another  exciting  campus 
event.  Say  What!  Karaoke,  is 
coming  up.  The  first  round  will 
be  Wednesday,  October  26  in  Ely 
Campus  Center  at  7p.m. 

If  you  want  to  sign  up,  message 
the  CAB  facebook  page  with  your 
name(s)  and  song  choice. 

The  finals  will  be  November 
2nd  in  Dever  Auditorium,  with  a 
grand  prize  of  a limo  for  four  to 
NYC  NBC  Studio  tours. 

Senior  class  President 
Meaghan  Macdonald  reminds 
everyone  to  nominate  their  friends 
for  the  annual  date  auction,  which 
will  be  on  November  1 . 

Also  look  out  for  the  2013 
Class  Council  selling  snacks  in  all 
of  the  residence  halls  beginning 
next  week. 

Lastly,  the  All  College 
Committee  will  be  holding  an  open 
forum  on  Friday,  October  21st  at 
2:30  in  the  Scanlon  Banquet  Hall 
to  allow  students  and  faculty  to  ask 
questions  on  a variety  of  campus 
initiatives. 

It  is  very  important  to  attend 
if  you  have  any  campus  related 
questions.  The  next  SGA  meeting 
will  be  Tuesday,  October  18  at 
5:30p.m.  in  the  SGA  room. 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Page  2 & 4 

A&E  - Pages  5-7 

Wellness  Center  Hours; 

Bookstore  - 5657 

Public  Safety  - 5262 

Sodexo  Calendar 

Glee 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00pm 
Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 

Information  Technology  - 5528 

Obituary  - Page  3 

Sports  - Pages  8-10 

Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Library  - 5231 

Steve  Jobs 

WSU  Football 

Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 

Campus 
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Quick 

Hits 


Friday,  Oct.  14 

4:00pjn.  - Yoga 
Davis  Common  Room 

8:00pm.  - Movie: 
Horrible  Bosses 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

Saturday,  Oct.  15 

12:00pm. -¥\&\d. 
Hockey  vs.  Worcester 
Alumni  Field 

8:00pm.  - Movie:^ 
Horrible  Bosses 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

Sunday,  Oct.  16 

6:30pm.  - Guest 
lecture  series:  Actor 
Gary  Farmer 
Scanlon  Banquet  Hall 


More  refund  options  available  with  My  Westfield  card 


Tammy  Santos 
Voice  Reporter 

In  the  end  of 
September,  an  e-mail  was  sent 
out  to  the  students  at  Westfield 
State  University  about  the  My 
Westfield  Card. 

Many  people  have 
been  raising  questions  about 
this  card. 

When  asked  about 
the  My  Westfield  card,  Julia 
Warner,  a student  here  at 
Westfield  State  said  that  she 
didn’t  know  how  she  felt  about 
it,  and  didn’t  really  understand 
it. 

The  My  Westfield 
Card  is  a reimbursement 
card  to  make  the  process  of 
receiving  your  refund  easier. 


There  are  three 
options  to  choose  from  in 
order  to  get  a refund:  through 
an  account  made  with  the  card 
company  Higher  One  called 
the  One  Account,  by  having 
the  money  transferred  to  a 
bank  account,  or  by  the  usual 
paper  check  method. 

“I  think  it’s  dumb 
and  we  should  all  get  checks 
mailed  to  us,”  said  Melissa 
Smith,  a student  here  at  WSU. 

Jessica  Robinson, 
another  student  at  WSU, 
shared  similar  opinions  on  this 
new  reimbursement  process. 

“It’s  such  a weird 
way  of  doing  it.  I’m  not 
complaining  though  because 
I’m  sUU  receiving  my  money, 
it’s  just  a weird  way  of  doing 
it.” 


The  OneAccount 
is  a regular  checking  account 
that  offers  free  online  banking, 
the  ability  to  make  purchases 
where  Debit  MasterCard  is 
accepted,  and  the  ability  to 
withdraw  money  at  no  charge 
at  the  Higher  One  ATM  on 
campus,  located  near  the 
Savignano  Auditorium  in 
Wilson  Hall. 

With  this  choice, 
the  money  will  be  transferred 
the  day  the  school  opens  up 
the  refunds  to  Higher  One. 

Choosing  to  get  the 
money  transferred  to  a bank 
account,  the  transfer  will  take 
about  two  to  three  business 
days. 

With  the  paper 
check  option,  the  refund 
should  arrive  within  five  to 


seven  business  days. 

The  card  is  not  a 
credit  card  but  it  can  be  used  as 
a debit  card  where  they  accept 
Debit  MasterCard  if  you  choose 
to  open  an  OneAccount. 

It  is  recommended  to 
choose  a refund  preference, 
even  if  no  refund  is  being 
issued  at  that  time. 

If  there  is  one  in  the 
future,  the  account  will  already 
be  set  up  and  ready  to  go. 

To  select  a 
refund  preference  go  to 
mywestfieldcard  .com  and  click 
on  the  “get  started”  button  to 
your  left  on  their  home  page. 

Any  more  questions 
about  the  card  can  be  answered 
by  visiting  the  “current 
students”  section  of  the  WSU 
website  westfield.ma.edu. 


Travel  Abroad! 


Costa  Rica 
January  2-15, 2012 


Womr  Y G H A N A ^ ‘ 

i Toao 

Ireland 

) 

May  21-June  3, 2012 

Ghana 

January  3-14, 2012 

And  many  more! 

Any  questions  about 
study  abroad  and  other 
international  pro- 
grams can  be  directed 
to  Cynthia  Siegler  at 
csiegler  @ westfield . 
ma.edu! 


Co-Editors-In-Chief 
& Layout  Editors 
Samantha  Fa  1 c 
Alex  Myei 


Managing  Editor 
& Sports  Editor 
Rob  Donoghue  ® 


printed  with  your  name). 
^ The  Editorial 
Board  reserves  the  right  to 
^EGBfce  grammatical  chang- 
fTes,  keep  the  letter  as  is  or 
apt  include  the  letter  at  all 
Submissions  may 
bfe^bmitted  in  person  or 
email  the  Monday  before 
anticpated  publication  date. 

Editors  have  the 
c^rt  to  change  any  and  all 
articles  to  what  they  see  fit 
^matically  and  content- 
your^  wise  to  make  sure  all  facts 
c it  will  are  accurate  and  appropriate. 
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Steve  Jobs 


passes  away  at  age  56 


photo  by  apple.com 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


Steve  Jobs,  co-founder  of 
Apple  Computer  and  its  former 
CEO,  died  last  Wednesday  at  the 
age  of  56  due  to  complications 
of  the  pancreatic  cancer  that  has 
been  plaguing  him  for  much  of 
his  last  ten  years. 

Jobs  is  responsible  for 
many  of  the  technologies  that 
we  use  today.  The  Macintosh 
computer,  which  he  announced 
in  1984,  was  the  first  to  use  a 
graphical  user  interface. 

This  allowed  users  to 
think  of  their  computers  as 
their  desks;  they  could  open 
files  from  folders,  move  around 
windows  with  their  mouse,  and 
store  files  in  ways  that  users 
never  thought  possible. 

Following  his  tumultuous 
exit  from  Apple  Computer  due 
to  creative  differences.  Jobs 
purchased  Pixar  Animation 
Studios  in  1986,  releasing  under 
his  watch  classic  movies  like 
Toy  Story,  Monsters,  Inc.,  and 
Finding  Nemo. 

He  eventually  became  a 
shareholder  of  the  Walt  Disney 
Company  when  they  purchased 
Pixar  in  2006. 

He  founded  NeXT 
Computer  in  the  1980s  to 
compete  against  Apple, releasing 
computers  that  were  marketed 
to  the  business  market. 

During  his  time  at 
NeXT  Computer,  Apple  was 
struggling,  losing  market  share 
to  the  PC,  which,  at  this  time 
was  running  Windows  95  and 
98. 

Apple  needed  a game 
changer,  and  purchasing  NeXT 
Computer  and  bringing  back 
Steve  Jobs  was  its  answer. 

During  Steve’s  second 
time  with  Apple  Computer,  he 
introduced  many  products  that 
have  changed  the  world  as  we 
knew  it. 

In  1998,  Apple  released 
a refresh  to  their  Macintosh 


line,  called  the  iMac.  These 
computers  were  “all-in-one”, 
coming  in  many  “flavors”  or 
colors  that  made  owning  a Mac 
a bragging  right. 

The  iMac  put  Apple 
Computer  back  on  the  map  as 
far  as  the  computer  business 
was  concerned. 

In  2001 , Apple  introduced 
the  iPod.  The  iPod,  originally 
with  its  black  and  white  screen 
and  lacking  a touch  wheel, 
revolutionized  the  music  player 
market, and  was  quickly  adopted 
among  music  lovers. 

In  2004,  however. 
Jobs  was  diagnosed  with  the 
pancreatic  cancer  that  would 
ultimately  end  his  life.  Over  the 
next  seven  years,  he  would  take 
several  leaves  of  absence  due  to 
his  illness. 

During  his  leaves  of 
absence.  Jobs  would  leave  Tim 
Cook,  who  would  eventually 
succeed  him  as  CEO,  in  charge 
leading  day-to-day  operations 
of  Apple. 

Jobs  introduced  the 
iPhone  in  2007  to  the  world 
at  the  MacWorld  Worldwide 
Developer  Conference. 


The  phone,  which  was 
released  later  on  that  year, 
revolutionized  the  mobile  phone 
market,  much  like  the  iPod  did. 

Steve’s  influence  and  the 
products  he  helped  create  re- 
shaped the  world  and  how  we 
live  in  it. 

He  stepped  down  from 
being  CEO  of  the  company 
in  August,  saying  in  a written 
statement:  “1  have  always  said 
if  there  ever  came  a day  when  I 
could  no  longer  meet  my  duties 
and  expectations  as  Apple’s 
CEO,  I would  be  the  first  to  let 
you  know. 

Unfortunately,  that  day 
has  come.”  He  continued  with 
the  company  as  its  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

Jobs  leaves  behind 
his  wife,  Laurene  Powell  Jobs, 
and  his  four  children. 

He  will  be  remembered 
as  a visionary,  always  knowing 
what  the  public  wants  and  trying 
to  bring  his  best  rendition  of 
what  he  thinks  that  is. 

If  you’d  like  to 
share  your  thoughts  or  your 
condolences,  send  them  to 
remembersteve@apple  .com . 


Editors’  Desk 


Heliohello! 


I (Alex)  was  trying  to  think  of  something  cool  and  fun  to  do 
in  my  editor’s  desk  this  week,  but  I couldn’t  think  of  any- 
thing. If  you  have  any  ideas,  email  me! 

So,  how  was  everyone’s  long  weekend?  Definitely  enjoyed 
that  nice  weather  I’m  sure.  I know  1 did!  I love  85-degree 
weather,  but  the  long  weekend  mixed  with  it  was  such  a 
tease. 

We  will  be  starting  up  something  new  soon:  an  advice  col- 
umn! Look  for  the  box  in  the  DC  where  you  can  ask  your 
questions  and  read  the  paper  for  the  answers! 

My  turn  (Samantha)!  I don’t  know  why,  but  I just  got  the  urge 
to  play  Mario  Kart.  Anyway!  As  you  can  tell,  we  didn’t  have 
a lot  of  content  this  week  (except  for  our  awesome  Sports  and 
A&E  sections! !).  If  you  want  to  write  for  the  pajjer  but  don’t 
know  how,  that’s  okay!!  We  didn’t  know  how  at  first  either, 
and  look  how  far  we’ve  come! 

We’re  supposed  to  have  an  online  edition  coming  out  soon, 
but  the  brakes  are  on  at  the  moment.  As  soon  as  we  get  that 
going,  you’ll  definitely  be  able  to  tell!  We’ll  be  advertising 
for  it  everywhere! 

Have  a good  weekend!! 

Samantha  Fahey  and  Alex  Myers 

Co-Editors-ln-Chief 

the  voice  @ westfield  .ma  .edu 


The  views  and  opinions  expressed 
in  The  Westfield  Voice  do  not 
reflect  those  of  the  staff  or  of  the 
university  as  a whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content  in  this 
newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your  own  opinion, 
send  a “letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@wsc.  ma.  edu. 
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OpEd 


Misconceptions  about  Seasonal  Influenza  and  Influenza  Vaccines:  Q & A 


Can  a flu  shot  give  you  the  flu? 
No,  a flu  shot  cannot  cause  flu 
illness.  The  influenza  viruses 
contained  in  a flu  shot  are 
inactivated  (killed),  which  means 
they  cannot  cause  infection. 
Flu  vaccine  manufacturers  kill 
the  viruses  used  in  the  vaccine 
during  the  process  of  making 
vaccine,  and  batches  of  flu 
vaccine  are  tested  to  make  sure 
they  are  safe. 

Why  do  some  people  not  feel 
well  after  getting  the  seasonal 
flu  shot? 

The  most  common  side  effect 
of  seasonal  flu  shots  in  adults 
has  been  soreness  at  the  spot 
where  the  shot  was  given,  which 
usually  lasts  less  than  two  days. 
The  soreness  is  often  caused  by  a 
person’s  immune  system  making 
protective  antibodies  to  the  killed 
viruses  in  the  vaccine. 


What  about  people  who  get  a 
seasonal  flu  vaccine  and  still  get 
sick  with  flu-like  symptoms? 
There  are  several  reasons  why 
someone  might  get  flu-like 
symptoms  even  after  they  have 
been  vaccinated  against  seasonal 
flu. 

1 .  People  may  be  exposed  to  one 
of  the  influenza  viruses  in  the 
vaccine  shortly  before  getting 
vaccinated  or  during  the  two- 
week  period  that  it  takes  the 
body  to  gain  protection  after 


getting  vaccinated. 

2.  People  may  become  ill  from 
non-flu  viruses  that  circulate 
during  the  flu  season,  which  can 
also  cause  flu-like  symptoms 
(such  as  rhinovirus). 

3.  A person  may  be  exposed 
to  an  influenza  virus  that  is 
very  different  from  the  viruses 
included  in  the  vaccine.  The 
ability  of  a flu  vaccine  to  protect 
a person  depends  largely  on  the 
similarity  or  “match”  between 
the  viruses  or  virus  in  the  vaccine 


and  those  in  circulation.  There 
are  many  different  influenza 
viruses. 

Does  getting  vaccinated  against 
seasonal  flu  early  in  the  season 
pose  a risk  that  immunity  may 
wane  before  the  end  of  the 
season? 

No.  Seasonal  flu  vaccination 
provides  protection  against  the 
influenza  strains  contained  in  the 
vaccine  through  one  influenza 
season.  Vaccination  can  begin  as 


soon  as  vaccine  is  available. 

Can  vaccinating  someone  twice 
provide  added  immunity? 
Studies  have  not  demonstrated 
a benefit  of  receiving  more  than 
one  dose  during  an  influenza 
season,  even  among  elderly 
persons  with  weakened  immune 
systems. 

Is  it  too  early  to  get  a flu  vaccine 
in  September? 

No.  CDC  recommends  that 
providers  begin  to  offer  flu 
vaccine  as  soon  as  it  becomes 
available  in  the  fall.  Immunity 
from  vaccination  will  last 
throughout  the  year. 

Is  it  too  late  to  get  vaccinated 
after  Thanksgiving  (or  the  end 
of  November)? 

No.  Vaccination  can  still  be 
beneficial  as  long  as  influenza 
viruses  are  circulating. 


Health  Services  is  sponsoring  Maxim  Health  Systems  to 
offer  two  vaccine  clinics: 

10/20/11  (Thursday)  2PM  to  7PM  Scanlon  Banquet  Hall 
10/25/11  (Tuesday)  2PM  to  7PM  Parenzo  Gym 

Flu  Vaccine  $25 

Also  offering  Meningitis  Vaccine  $130,  Tdap  $75  and  Hepatitis  B $75  (most 
students  have  received  the  Hepatitis  B series) 
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Pandini’s  Day! 
Enjoy  20%  off 
Any  Purchase! 

12 

Quixote’s 
Limited  TmK 
Offer;  Chicken 
Caesar  Salads 
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Dunkin’  Day! 
20%  off  Any 
Purchase!  sfc 
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Sandwich 
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A&E 

Quick  Info 


Top  10  Singles 

1 . Adele  - Someone  Like 
You 

2.  Maroon  5 - Moves  Like 
Jagger 

3.  Foster  the  People  - 
Pumped  up  Kicks 

4.  Gym  Class  Heroes 
- Stereo  Hearts 

5.  LMFAO  - Party  Rock 
Anthem 

6.  B.o.B  - Strange  Clouds 

7.  David  Guetta  - Without 
You 

8.  Rihanna  - We  Found 
Love 

9.  Bad  Meets  Evil  - Light- 
ers 

10.  Lady  Gaga  - You  & I 


Top  Movies 

1 . Real  Steel 

2.  The  Ides  of  March 

3.  Dolphin  Tale 

4.  Moneyball 
5.50/50 


Upcoming  DVD 
Releases 

1 . Green  Lantern 

2.  Montecarlo 

3.  Super  8 

4.  Captain  America 

5.  Cars  2 


Top  10  Albums 

1. BUnk  182 -Neighbor- 
hoods 

2.  Adele -21 

3.  Tony  Bennett  - Duets 

4. Wilco-The  Whole 
Love 

5.  Lady  Antebellum  - 
Own  the  Night 

6.  Lir  Wayne  - Tha  Carter 
IV 

7.  Switchfoot  - Vice 
Verses 

8.  Mastodon  - The  Hunter 

9.  Nirvana  - Nevermind 

10.  Beyonce  - 4 


Easthampton’s  Flywheel  hosts  exciting  underground  music 


Jarryd  Conz 

Voice  Reporter 


Once  again,  the 
Flywheel,  a concert  venue  in 
Easthampton,  has  restored 
my  faith  in  human  kind,  or  at 
least  in  music.  As  bands  start 
to  sound  more  and  more  alike, 
it’s  just  hard  to  find  music  that 
truly  excites  you.  Yet,  right 
in  the  center  of  Easthampton, 
there  exists  music  that  has  been 
enlightening  anyone  who  enters 
and  one  of  the  coolest  non- 
profit run  art  spaces  around. 

I was  able  to  attend  a 
fabulous  show  at  the  Flywheel 
on  September  28.  This  venue 
attracts  many  obscure  artists 
from  around  the  country 
and  beyond  - Tubax  and 
Tribraco  from  Italy  were 


the  headliners  that  evening. 

Opening  the  show  was 
the  local  band  Dust  Witch.  Their 
dark  keyboard  driven  prog- 
rock  set  the  tone  for  the  night. 
This  young  group  of  musicians 
was  quite  encouraging,  and 
proved  that  kids  are  still 
making  original  music. 

Next  was  Balogna, 
Italy’s  Tubax,  a math  rock  trio. 
If  I were  to  choose  one  word  to 
describe  this  band,  it  would  be 
“tight.”  The  complexity  of  their 
compositions  was  jaw  dropping, 
and  they  seemed  to  go  through 
each  phrase  with  total  ease. 

Their  style  brings  to 
mind  such  popular  acts  as  The 
Battles,  yet  more  stripped  down 
with  their  simple  keyboard, 
bass,  and  drum  lineup.  As 
intense  as  the  music  was  it 
often  transformed  into  breaks 
that  were  downright  funky  and 


made  you  want  to  dance. 

Following  was  the 
explosive  Tribraco,  from  Rome. 
Their  jazzy  psychedelic  sound 
was  one  of  complete  originality. 
The  instrumental  pieces  were 
a combination  of  technical 
composition  and  improvisation. 

Their  set  included 
extensive  use  of  loop  pedals, 
what  appeared  to  be  an  electronic 
toothbrush  being  applied  on 
guitar  strings,  and  the  audience 
getting  to  countdown  in  Italian. 

I would  have  been 
completely  satisfied  if  the 
night  ended  here,  but  the  last 
band  was  like  a cherry  on  top. 
Northampton-band  Egg  Eggs 
put  on  a festive  performance, 
with  the  theme  “it’s  everybody’s 
birthday!”  A lit  birthday  cake 
sat  on  a table  with  a cute  dog 
balloon  to  compliment  it.  The 
seven  musicians  were  spread 


around  the  floor,  and  their  free 
improv  based  noise  rock  quickly 
built  into  chaos.  The  cake  was 
eventually  thrown  on  top  of  the 
drum  set,  with  the  lead  singer 
rolling  around  on  the  floor,  and 
the  four  guitarists  distorting 
their  instruments. 

By  the  end  of 
their  set  the  drums  were 
scattered  about  the  floor,  and 
there  was  cake  everywhere. 
To  top  it  off  the  vocalist  went 
around  giving  everyone  in  the 
audience  big  group  hugs,  and 
wishing  us  a happy  birthday. 

All  in  one  rainy 
evening,  I got  to  see  a promising 
local  group,  two  incredibly 
innovative  bands  from  overseas, 
and  the  bizarre  beauty  of  avant- 
garde  madness.  It  really  did  feel 
like  my  birthday.  Perhaps  1 was 
bom  again  at  the  Flywheel  that 
night. 


Plenty  of  magic  on  Giraffes?  Giraffes!  new  LP 


photo  by  girqffesgiraffes.com 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Giraffes?  Giraffes!  is 
one  of  those  bands  that  never 
fail  to  surprise  and  entertain. 
Their  third  LP  “Pink  Magick” 
is  no  exception.  Giraffes? 
Giraffes!  are  a Massachusetts- 
based  “mathematical”  rpck/ 
punk  duo  comprised  of  Joe 
Andreoli  and  Ken  Topham. 
Their  live  shows  are  incredible 
and  their  studio  albums  bring 
the  live  experience  right  into 
your  home,  but  no  album  more 
so  than  “Pink  Magick.” 

The  first  track  on 
“Pink  Magick,”  titled  “Es  And 
Em  And  Em  And  Ems,”  is  a 
sonic  explosion  of  guitar  and 
drums  that  lasts  for  less  than 
a minute.  However,  this  short 
and  unforgettable  track  sets  the 
tone  for  the  rest  of  the  album; 
quirky,  fun,  and  unafraid  to 
cross  barriers  that  the  duo  have 
crossed  countless  times  before. 

My  favorite  track  on 
the  album  is  the  second  song 


“Scorpion  Bowls  At  The  Hong 
Kong”  is  an  energetic,  guitar- 
fueled  romp  through  a magical 
land  of  sound. 

Perhaps  the  most 
haunting  and  experimental 
tracks  on  “Pink  Magick” 
are  “Werewolf  Grandma 
With  Knives  (Part  One;  The 
Changeling)”  and  “Werewolf 
Grandma  With  Knives  (Part 
Two:  Don’t  Die).”  “Part  One” 
starts  with  a wolf  howl  and 
eerie,  spooky  sounds. 

A haunting, 

chilling,  crunchy  drawn-out 
guitar  riff  dominates  the  song. 
“Part  Two”  is  full  of  erratic 
drum  beats  and  a searing  guitar 
solo.  The  synthesizer  combined 
with  the  crashing  dmms  is 
beautifully  complemented  by 
Joe’s  guitar  work.  The  end  of 
the  song  is  harmonically  and 
texturally  rich  sounds. 

“Kocinski’s 
Requiem  For  A Golden  Chariot” 
is  the  most  melodically  complex 
song  on  the  album.  The  tempo 
of  the  song  changes  at  about  the 
1:20  mark  and  gives  the  song 


a whole  new  vibe;  instead  of 
pulsating  rock  rhythms,  you  are 
hit  with  a subdued,  low-fi  effect- 
filled  guitar  riff.  This  riff  gives 
way  to  an  unbelievable  drum 
solo  that  brings  the  listener 
on  a rollercoaster  of  a musical 
journey. 

The  seventh  track 
on  “Pink  Magick”, called  “Curse 
Of  The  Tooth  Nightmare”  is  a 
relaxing,  melodic,  circus-like 
tune  that  rounds  out  the  album 
perfectly.  The  ninth  and  last 
track  on  the  album,  “Drgnfkr”, 


perfectly  captures  the  tone  set 
by  the  rest  of  “Pink  Magick.” 
“Drgnfkr”  is  whimsical,  erratic, 
melodic,  playful,  and  fun. 

If  you  are  a fan  of 
well-played,  fun  music,  then 
you  should  definitely  give  “Pink 
Magick”  a listen. 

Giraffes?  Giraffes! 
is  a talented  and  fun  band  that 
sounds  great  both  live  and 
on  recordings.  If  you  have  a 
chance,  go  see  this  band.  It  will 
be  unlike  anything  you  have 
ever  experienced. 
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Usher  - Bom  October  14, 1978 


Usher  Terry  Raymond 
IV  was  bom  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  an  only  child 
until  his  mother 
remarried  after  his 
father  left  them  when 
Usher  was  only  a year 
old.  After  that,  he  spent 
most  of  his  childhood 
years  in  Chattanooga. 
His  mother  directed 
the  local  church  choir 


and  Usher  joined 
when  he  was  nine. 
His  grandmother  first 
realized  the  potential 
that  he  had  as  a singer 
and  the  family  moved 
to  Atlanta,  Georgia 
where,  at  age  eleven, 
he  joined  a local  R&B 
local  quintet  called 
the  NuBeginnings.  At 
age  thirteen.  Usher 
competed  on  Star 
Search,  where  he 
was  spotted  by  a rep 
from  LaFace  Records. 
Three  years  later,  that 
same  record  company 
released  Usher’s  self- 
titled  debut  album, 
produced  by  P Diddy. 
His  first  singles  were 
“Can  U Get  Wit  It,” 


“Thinking  of  You,” 
and  “The  Many  Ways.” 
2004 was  when  his  most 
“personal”  record  to 
date.  Confessions,  was 
released.  Of  the  record 
and  it’s  content.  Usher 
said,  ““All  of  us  have 
our  Pandora’s  boxes  or 
skeletons  in  our 
closets... I’ve  got  a 
lot  to  say.  In  August 
2007  he  married 
Tameka  Foster  and 
together  they  have 
two  children,  one 
of  whom  is  Usher 
Raymond  V.  Since  his 
first  album.  Usher  has 
had  numerous  hits, 
including  “Yeah!” 
“Love  in  this  Club,” 
and  “OMG.” 


Bing  Crosby  - Died  October  14, 1977 


Harry  Lillis  “Bing” 
Crosby  was  bom  in 
Tacoma,  Washington 
on  May  3,  1903, 
the  fourth  of  seven 
children.  He  was 
given  his  nickname 
at  six  years  old,  after 
a neighbor  related 
his  laugh  to  the 
character  Bingo  from 
“Bingville.”  In  1917, 
Crosby  acquired 
a summer  job  at 
Spokane ’s  Auditorium 
as  a “property  boy,” 
where  he  witnessed 
some  of  the  finest  acts 
of  that  time  period. 
As  a singer,  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  use 
a microphone,  rather 
than  belting  out  the 


notes  in  the  typical 
“vaudeville  style” 
of  that  time.  By  the 
1930s,  he  was  one  of 
the  most  successful 
singers  in  America, 
with  hits  like  “Out  of 
Nowhere,”  “I  Found  a 
Million  Dollar  Baby,” 
and  his  most  famous 
song,  his  recording 
of  Irving  Berlin’s 
“White  Christmas,” 
which  remains  the 
best-selling  single  of 
all  time.  Along  with 
music,  he  also  had  an 
active  acting  career. 
While  his  sitcom 
“The  Bing  Crosby 
Show”  wasn’t  very 
successful,  his  movie 
vocation  is  much 


more  well  known, 
with  films  like  “White 
Christmas,”  “Going 
My  Way,”  and  “Road 
to  Rio,”  among  others. 
Based  on  the  number 
of  tickets  sold,  Crosby 
is  ranked  as  the  third 
most  popular  actor 
of  all  time,  behind 
Clark  Gable  and  John 
Wayne. 


facts  court ffy  of  wikipediaxom 

Book  Review:  Bronze  Mirror  by  Jeanne  Larson 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


Jeanne  Larson  combines 
a unique  premise  combined  with 
Chinese  culture  to  create  something 
unique  in  her  novel  “Bronze 
Mirror.” 

In  an  interesting  mix  of 
folklore,  fantasy,  and  history  set  in 
Medieval  China,  Larson  tells  the 
story  of  Pomegranate,  who  is  sent 
into  the  service  of  a family  and  is 
then  witness  to  and  involved  in  the 
internal  conflicts  and  drama  of  that 
family. 

However,  behind  that 
story,  the  framework  device  of  a 
storytelling  competition  by  the 


gods  in  a timeless  realm  is  given 
as  much  time  and  importance  as 
Pomegranate’s  story. 

This  story  behind  the  story 
is  in  my  personal  opinion  superior 
(although  it  simply  is  a matter  of 
taste),  featuring  larger  than  life 
characters  and  more  tightly-woven 
drama  than  Pomegranate’s  story. 

The  characters  of  both 
tales  are  colorful  and  charming,  and 
many  hide  a deeper  complexity. 

Some  of  them  may  be  one 
dimensional,  but  the  nature  of  the 
story  makes  this  acceptable  to  the 
reader. 

Larson  switches  back 
and  forth  between  the  two  stories, 
having  characters  in  the  godly 
realm  taking  turns  with  their  telling 
of  Pomegranate’s  tale  or  characters 


taking  breaks  from  their  storytelling 
for  one  reason  or  other. 

The  timing  of  these 
changes  is  the  biggest  criticism  to  be 
had  with  the  novel,  as  it  sometimes 
breaks  the  flow  of  the  story  and  you 
don’t  care  about  the  gods,  you  just 
want  to  get  back  to  Pomegranate’s 
story. 

Pomegranate’s  story 
suffers  from  this,  and  it  makes  the 
whole  reading  experience  not  as 
good  as  it  could  have  been. 

The  writing  serves  the 
purpose  of  the  book,  and  is  neither  a 
hindrance  nor  something  incredibly 
memorable. 

Overall,  while  imperfect, 
the  book  succeeds  on  its  originality 
and  characters. 

7 out  of  10. 


Msssachisetts  cc^lege  stiKien»- 

• The  CoUegeGdfPass  costs  Just  $30  and  aUows  for 
UNUMITED  play  from  rK)w  through  May  3L  20121 

• Save  33  - 65%  of»  yeerts  fees  at  15  part-wr  courses 
across  Massachusette. 
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TV  Review:  Glee  season  three  not  living  up  to  expectations 


l^Ier  Morissette 
• Voice  Reporter 


If  ratings  are  any 
indication,  then  “Glee”  has 
lost  a lot  of  good  will  with  its 
original  audience.  However, 
if  you  compare  season  one  to 
season  two,  viewers  without  a 
doubt  can  see  that  last  season 
was  more  of  a flop  than  what 
viewers  were  accustomed 
to.  After  two  decent  episodes, 
viewers  were  promised  that 
last  week’s  episode  was  going 
to  be  the  best  of  all  time. 

The  episode  “Asian 
F’  had  potential  to  bring 
back  the  glory  of  “Glee.” 

The  writers  have 
finally  realized  that  Heather 
Morris  (Brittany)  is  a great 
performer  who  can  sing  and 
dance.  This  episode  highlighted 
the  talent  of  Harry  Shum 
Jr.,  who  plays  Mike  Chang. 

What  I loved  about 
the  Mike  Chang  storyline  was 


that  every  scene  that  he  was 
involved  in  worked  and  was 
able  to  reach  an  emotional  level. 

Unlike  other  scenes 
in  which  overlays  a powerful 
scene  with  sappy  music  or 
a vocal  performance,  the 
scene  was  silent,  and  showed 
the  passion  that  Chang 
has  for  dance.  Sometimes 
silence  is  better. 

Now  on  to  the  bad 
of  Glee,  and  let  me  tell  you, 
there  was  a lot  of  bad.  The 
whole  Rachel  and  Mercedes 
struggle  was  really  poorly 
written  and  executed. 

The  writers  wanted 
to  portray  Mercedes  as  the 
underdog  someone  who 
viewers  can  believe  in,  but 
that  is  impossible  to  do  when 
we  know  next  to  nothing 
about  her  as  a character. 

The  fact  is  the  writers 
have  done  a poor  job  of  writing 
for  this  character,  and  therefore 
have  made  her  useless. 

Finally,  if  that  wasn’t 
bad  enough,  this  episode 


showcased  the  main  problem 
that  this  show  has:  the  adults. 

The  show  is  not 
about  the  adults,  so  it  is 
hard  to  comprehend  why 
we  must  endure  these  stupid 
scenes  with  Will  and  Emma. 

In  last  week’s  episode, 
we  had  “Ginger  Supremacists.” 

Are  you  kidding  me? 
This  was  “Glee”  at  its  absolute 
worst,  up  there  with  Sue’s  mom 
being  an  actual  Nazi  hunter. 

Even  as  a throwaway 
joke,  it  would  be  over  the  top. 
But  to  have  Emma’s  parents 
actually  show  up,  and  serve  as 
a trigger  for  Emma’s  issues  is 
just  a brutal  sequence  and  one 
that’s  unfair  to  anyone  involved. 

As  if  that  wasn’t  bad 
enough.  Will  then  decides  to 
pray  to  God  in  order  to  help 
her  through  the  problems 
he  just  created  himself. 

But  while  watching 
this  god-awful  scene,  I 
thought  to  myself  why 
are  the  New  Directions 
performing  in  heaven? 


In  addition, anytimethat 
any  man  in  the  history  of  Earth 
has  ever  told  a girl  that  he  would 
fix  her,  it  always  ends  terrible. 

Women  hate  this, 
they  don’t  want  you  to  fix  their 
problems , they  wan  t you  to  li  sten . 

The  point  is  the  adult 
characters  in  this  show  need  to 
be  more  like  the  adults  in  all  of 
the  “Charlie  Brown”  scenes,  not 


Photo  by  glee.wikia.com 

seen  and  when  they  talk,  you 
don’t  hear  what  they  are  saying. 

Nevertheless,  this 
entire  episode  displayed  all  of 
the  things  that  are  good,  bad 
and  terrible  with  the  show. 

Dedicated  viewers 
should  probably  realize  the 
truth  that  this  show  probably 
only  has  a season  or  two  left  in 
it,  and  then  it  will  be  over. 


Book  Review:  Bloodlines  by  Richelle  Mead  a captivating  read 


Photo  by  img2.timeinc.net 


Sandra  Soffen 
Voice  Reporter 

Bloodlines  is 

the  first  book  in  a new 
series  by  Richelle  Mead. 

Mead  is  best- 
known  for  her  Vampire 
Academy  series,  and  has 
decided  to  take  it  further  by 
creating  this  spin-off  series. 

The  greatest  part  of 
this  series  is  that  you  don’t 
have  to  have  knowledge 
of  her  prior  series  to  still 
become  invested  in  this  one. 

After  ending  the 
storyline  of  her  past  main 
characters.  Rose  and  Lissa, 
she  takes  up  the  story 
of  her  secondary  characters 
Sydney  and  Adrian. 

Sydney  played  a 
key  role  in  the  end  of  the 
prior  series  and  is  brought 
in  again  here  to  protect 
Lissa’s  younger  sister,  Jill. 


Jilt  is  what  is  known 
as  a Moroi,  a vampire  breed, 
and  is  instrumental  in  keeping 
her  sister  on  the  throne. 

Sydney,  an 

alchemist,  has  a hatred  for 
anything  non-human,  or 
at  least  she  is  supposed  to. 

After  her  prior 
adventures  with  the  half-human 
Rose,  her  views  are  conflicted 
and  she  traverses  these 
issues  throughout  the  book. 

In  this  first  installment 
of  her  new  series.  Mead  plays 
up  the  relationships  between 
the  human  alchemists  and 
their  nonhuman  counterparts. 

Sydney  must  protect 
Jill  and  those  with  her  in  order 
to  protect  the  human  race  that 
is  otherwise  not  aware  that 
vampires  of  any  kind  exist. 

Mead  has  an  excellent 
way  of  captivating  readers, 
and  truly  investing  you  in  her 
characters.  They  jump  from 
the  pages  of  the  book  right  into 


your  hearts,  and  every  page  has 
you  emotionally  invested  in 
what  could  possibly  come  next . 

As  an  avid  reader 
of  her  Vampire  Academy 
series,  I was  pleased  to 
see  the  connections  to  her 
previous  characters  as  well 
as  diving  into  the  minds  of 
some  characters  we  hadn’t 
seen  much  of  until  now. 

However,  Mead 
also  provides  the  necessary 
background  for  this  story 
without  giving  away  to  much 
from  her  prior  series. 

Whether  you  were  a 
reader  of  her  previous  series 
or  you  are  just  now  deciding 
to  pick  Mead  up,  this  book 
is  on  its  way  to  the  same 
stardom  of  its  predecessors. 

Look  out  for  the  next 
installment  The  Golden  Lily 
in  May  2012,  and  of  course 
feel  free  to  read  backwards 
and  check  out  all  six  of  her 
Vampire  Academy  books. 
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WSU  club  sports  on  the  rise 


Chris  McDaniel 
Voice  Reporter 


The  club  rugby  team 
at  Westfield  State  defeated  the 
Connecticut  College  Camels  in 
impressive  fashion,  32-5  two 
Sundays  ago  and  is  in  their 
second  year  being  recognized 
by  the  University  as  an  official 
club  sports  team. 

Last  year  the  team 
made  the  New  England  Rugby 
Football  Union  Division 
playoffs  under  first  year  coach 
Dan  Lancour.  Lancour  is  now 
in  his  second  year  on  the  job. 

Todd  Ditmar,  the  Club 
Sports  Director  at  Westfield 
State  said,  “They  have  an 
excellent  group  of  dedicated 
players  and  their  coach  Dan 
Lancour  is  in  his  second  season 
and  has  done  a great  job.” 

Rugby  is  one  of  many 
club  sports  teams  that  students 
can  join  at  WSU. 

David  Andre,  a senior 
at  Westfield,  when  asked  what 
sports  he’d  like  to  be  added  to 
the  club  program  off  the  top  of 
his  head  said,  “Bowling  because 


I used  to  be  in  a lot  of  bowling 
leagues  and  there’s  nothing  up 
here  like  that  that  I know  of.” 

So  if  Andre  was  to 
start  a bowling  club  of  his  own 
he  would  have  to  go  through  the 
approval  process. 

The  qualifications  to 
become  a club  sport  recognized 
by  the  University  are  simple. 
First,  the  team  needs  to  have 
enough  interest  to  be  able  to  field 
enough  members  to  complete  a 
roster. 

Ditmar  said,  “ Once 
there  are  enough  players,  I 
meet  with  the  team  and  review 
the  Club  Sports  rules  and 
regulations.” 

The  final  step  is  for 
the  sport  to  get  approval  from 
the  Athletic  Director.  After 
that,  the  sport  must  be  approved 
by  the  Student  Government 
Association  after  a review  to 
decide  how  much  funding  a 
team  gets. 

That  is  what  needs  to 
be  done  if  you  want  to  start  your 
own  club  sport.  Contact  Todd 
Ditmar  at  tditmar@westfield. 
ma.edu  or  call  (413)  572-8828 
for  more  information. 


Travel  to  Vietnam! 

In  a 3 -credit  course  to  Vietnam  from  June  7 to  June  19, 2012, 
you  could  learn  about  the  culture,  history,  politics,  and  people 
of  Vietnam  while  also  examining  the  mass  media  of  the 
country  and  their  impact. 

Taught  and  led  by  WSU  Professor  Tom  Gardner,  you  will 
meet  with  Vietnamese  college  students  and  professors,  while 
also  visiting  places  like  Hanoi,  Halong  Bay,  Hue,  and  Ho  Chi 
Minh  City  (Saigon). 

The  total  estimated  cost  is  $4^85.00  plus  the  registration 
cost  for  credit.  The  credits  are  transferrable  and  non- 
credit students  are  welcome  to  attend! 

For  more  information  and  application,  visit 
www.westfield.ma.edu/educationabroad  or  email 
Cynthia  Siegler  at  csiegler@westfield.ma.edu. 

For  more  information  on  the  course,  email  Professor 
Tom  Gardner  at  tgardner@westfield.ma.edu  or  call  ext.  8058. 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  6 to 
westfieldvoicesports@yahoo£om 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  pjn. 
on  Sunday,  October  16. 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  winner. 

Good  luck! 


Week  6 Games 

Rob 

Joey 

Matt 

Steve 

lyier 

Donoghue 

Cooper 

Jardin 

Kligerman 

Morissette 

San  Francisco  @ Detroit 

DET 

DET 

DET 

DET 

DET 

St.  Louis  @ Green  Bay 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

Carolina  @ Atlanta 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

Indianapolis  @ Cinciimati 

CIN 

CIN 

CIN 

CIN 

CIN 

Buffalo  @ N.Y.  Giants 

NYG 

NYG 

BUF 

BUF 

NYG 

Jacksonville  @ Pittsburgh 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

Philadelphia  @ Washington 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

WAS 

PHI 

Houston  @ Baltimore 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

Cleveland  @ Oakland 

OAK 

OAK 

CLE 

OAK 

OAK 

Dallas  @ New  England 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

New  Orleans  @ Tampa  Bay 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Minnesota  @ Chicago 

CHI 

CHI 

CHI 

CHI 

MIN 

Miami  @ N.Y.  Jets 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

Last  Week 

7-6 

9-4 

7-6 

9-4 

7-6 

Season  Record 

42-19 

41-20 

39-22 

43-18 

38-23 

Bye  Teams:  Arizona,  Denver,  Kansas  City,  San  Diego,  Seattle  and  Tennessee 
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Westfield  football  loses  another  overtime  heartbreaker 


T^ler  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


Westfield  State  head 
coach  Steve  Marino  probably 
hates  overtime  football.  This  is 
because  for  the  second  time  in 
the  last  three  weeks  his  young 
Owls  faltered  in  overtime 
as  Westfield  lost  in  double 
overtime  to  the  Mariners  of 
Maine  Maritime  36-34  on 
Saturday. 

Coming  into  the  game, 
the  Owls  knew  that  they  were 
going  to  face  one  of  the  most 
prolific  running  attacks  in  the 
country  as  the  Mariners  ranked 
second  only  to  Springfield 
College  with  367  yards  on  the 
ground  per  game. 

However,  it  was 
Westfield  who  was  able  to 
move  the  ball  effectively  on  the 
ground  this  week  for  the  first 
time  all  year. 

Westfield  accumulated 
309  rushing  yards  and  had  two 
runners  go  over  the  100-yard 
marks  with  Michael  Mercadante 
rushing  for  186  yards  and  two 
scores  and  Brian  Beauchemin 
helping  with  115  yards  and  one 
score. 

But  even  with  the 
emergence  of  a running  game, 
the  Owls’  defense  could  not 
contain  quarterback  Matthew 
Rende. 

Rende  led  the  Mariners 
in  rushing  with  151  yards  and 
two  scores  but  no  run  was  more 
important  than  his  74-yard 
scamper  on  a fourth  and  one 
play  deep  in  Mariner  territory 
early  in  the  fourth  quarter  to  tie 
the  game  up  at  21  all. 

Rende  wasn’t  the  only 
player  who  had  a great  game 
on  the  ground  as  the  Mariners’ 
offense  utilizes  many  players 
in  the  triple  option  including 
Ian  Champeon,  who  gained 
116  yards  on  26  attempts,  and 
Nick  Bourassa,  who  ran  for  75 
yards  on  15  carries,  as  Maine 
accumulated  359  total  yards  on 
the  ground. 

Westfield  turned  to 
freshman  quarterback  Steve 
Guercio  who  was  making 
his  first  career  start  for  the 
Owls.  Guercio  was  replacing 


quarterbacks  Tyler  Dow  and 
Tommy  Leung  who  were  both 
injured  in  previous  games. 

With  this  being 
Geurcio’s  first  start,  coach 
Marino  ran  a very  basic 
offensive  attack  and  tried  not 
to  put  too  much  pressure  on  the 
young  quarterback. 

Geurcio  was  10 
of  17  for  86  yards  and  two 
touchdowns,  with  both  of 
them  going  to  tight  end  Jake 
Storey.  But  what  ultimately 
helped  Geurcio  and  the  whole 
Owls’  team  was  the  powerful 
running  of  both  Mercadante  and 
Beauchemin. 

Mercadante  finally 
seemed  to  be  comfortable 
in  Westfield’s  offense  after 
struggling  in  the  first  couple  of 
games  and  showed  fans  why  he 
won  the  Norman  S.  Dagenais 
Award  winner  as  the  most 
valuable  high  school  player 
in  Western  Massachusetts  last 
year,  as  he  had  a huge  5 1 -yard 
touchdown  run  in  the  first 
quarter. 

Though  the  Owls’ 
defense  did  allow  the  Mariners 
option  attack  to  be  effective,  it 
did  force  three  turnovers  and 
was  able  to  capitalize  on  them 
starting  with  a fumble  recovery 
from  defensive  tackle  Cam 
Green. 

However,  Maine 
Maritime  finally  got  its  option 
attack  working  in  the  second 
quarter  with  a 99-yard  drive 
after  a great  punt  from  Dan 
Dowling. 

Maine  scored  in  the 
third  quarter  on  a Bourassa  11- 
yard  touchdown  run,  but  that 
momentum  halted  when  Chris 
Walker  made  a huge  play  and 
blocked  the  extra  point  attempt. 

After  a missed  36- 
yard  field  goal  by  Maine  late 
in  the  fourth  quarter,  the  teams 
headed  into  overtime.  In  the 
first  overtime,  Westfield  took 
the  lead  on  Steve  Guercio’s 
three-yard  pass  to  Jake  Story 
and  the  PAT  kick  was  good. 

The  Mariners  answered 
on  a 24-yard  toss  from  Rende 
to  Bourassa  in  which  an  Owl 
defender  appeared  to  slip  and 
fall  leaving  Bourassa  wide 
open.  After  a Michael  Brennan 
extra  point  the  teams  went  to  a 


second  overtime. 

On  the  Mariners’  first 
play  in  the  second  overtime, 
Rende  broke  a couple  of 
tackles  and  scored  on  a 25- 
yard  touchdown  run.  After  a 


successful  two  point  conversion, 
Westfield  was  down  by  eight. 

Westfield  responded 
by  scoring  a touchdown  on  a 


12-yard  pass  from  Guercio  to 
Storey. 

However,  on  the 
two-point  conversion  attempt 
Guercio’s  pass  was  a little 
high  and  senior  fullback  Justin 


Karrat  was  unable  to  pull  it  in 
for  the  score. 

Justin  Ehrhardt  had 
another  double-digit  tackle 


game  with  12  and  strong  safety 
Ryan  O’Connell  had  nine 
tackles  and  an  interception.  Erik 
Wellhoff  had  an  interception  as 
well. 

With  the  loss,  the 
Owls  now  fall  to  2-4  on  the 
season  and  the  Mariners  go  to 
4-1.  The  Owls  this  week  travel 
to  New  London,  Connecticut 
to  play  non-conference  foe  the 
Coast  Guard.  The  Coast  Guard 
is  coming  off  a 34-16  loss  to 
Bridgewater  State  and  are  1-4 
this  year. 

The  Coast  Guard  runs 
a balanced  attack  on  offense  and 
utilizes  one  running  back  with 
Tyler  Hames,  who  has  scored 
five  touchdowns  this  year. 

Their  quarterback 
Jarrod  Owens , who  was  replaced 
in  last  week’s  game,  has  thrown 
for  six  touchdowns  and  has  run 
for  four  more. 

For  Westfield  to  win 
this  game,  it  is  going  to  be  up 
to  the  offensive  line  to  create 
holes  for  the  running  backs. 
In  addition,  if  both  Leung  and 
Dow  are  not  able  to  play  again 
will  coach  Marino  have  more 
confidence  in  Guercio  to  throw 
the  ball  more  to  Storey  and 
Parnell? 


Upcoming  WSU  Home  Games 

Saturday,  October  15 

Field  Hockey  vs.  Worcester  State  @ 12:00  p.m. 
Women’s  Soccer  vs.  Salem  State  @ 3:00  p.m. 

Tuesday,  October  18 

Women’s  Soccer  vs.  Rhode  Island  College  @ 7:00  p.m 

Saturday,  October  15 

Men’s  Soccer  vs.  Rhode  Island  College  @ 4:00  p.m. 
Field  Hockey  vs.  Keene  State  @ 7:00  p.m. 


Support  your  Owls! 


photo  by  Nancy  Bals 

Steve  Guercio  made  his  first  career  start  for  Westfield  last  Saturday. 
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Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 

By:  Rob  Donoghue 

Sports  Editor  ^ 


As  I write  this  column 
(Wednesday  morning  - yes  I’m 
a little  late  this  week.  Blame 
Christopher  Columbus  and  his 
holiday.)  I’ve  just  heard  that  a 
bombshell  article  was  printed 
in  this  morning’s  Boston  Globe 
titled  Inside  the  collapse. 

No,  this  article  doesn’t 
focus  on  the  failings  of  the  U.S. 
government  in  its  regulation 
of  Wall  Street  and  a love  of 
subprime  mortgages  over  the 
past  30  plus  years  leading  to  the 
2008  financial  meltdown. 

It  instead  talks  about 
the  collapse  that  people  in  this 
area  will  be  talking  about  for  a 
long  time:  the  disaster  known  as 
the  2011  Boston  Red  Sox. 

Now  I haven’t  read 
the  article  yet  but  I’ve  heard 
that  it’s  quite  the  expose,  full 


of  interviews  with  anonymous 
Red  Sox  officials  detailing  what 
led  to  the  meltdown. 

I’ll  talk  more  about 
the  article  next  week,  but  I 
recommend  any  Red  Sox  fan 
looking  for  answers  reads  this 
article.  It  will  probably  piss  you 
off,  but  it  may  bring  disclosure 
to  a heartbroken  Sox  fan  as 
well. 

In  other  news,  did 
anyone  watch  The  League  on 
FX  last  Thursday  night?  What 
a show.  I have  seasons  one  and 
two  at  home  and  I recommend 
any  fan  of  football,  fantasy 
football  or  anyone  that  just 
wants  to  laugh  for  a half  hour 
checks  this  show  out.  It  airs  at 
10:30  on  Thursdays  - channel 
30  for  those  of  you  on  campus. 

Speaking  of  FX, 


I watched  their  new  series 
American  Horror  Story  and  I 
really  don’t  know  what  to  make 
of  it.  It  was  interesting,  creepy, 
entertaining  and  confusing  all  at 
the  same  time. 

One  review  called  the 
series  a hot  mess  and  I think 
that’s  an  accurate  description. 
I have  no  clue  where  this  series 
is  going,  but  I feel  the  need  to 
continue  watching  it.  I just  can’t 
turn  away. 

In  actual  sports  news, 
it  was  nice  to  see  the  Jets  fall  to 
2-3  and  the  Patriots  keep  pace 
with  the  Buffalo  Bills  at  4-1  in 
the  AFC  East  - can’t  believe 
I’m  actually  saying  that.  New 
England’s  defense  is  still  a mess 
and  I don’t  know  why  I bother 
hoping  for  a blitz  out  of  the 
Patriots  anymore.  They  get  less 


pressure  on  opposing  QBs  than 
any  other  team  in  the  league  and 
until  they  find  some  form  of  a 
pass  rush  the  burden  of  winning 
will  continue  to  fall  on  Tom 
Brady’s  right  shoulder. 

The  Bruins  2011 
season  has  started.  I saw  a lot 
of  Facebook  statuses  about  the 
team  but  there  seem  to  be  less 
and  less  each  day  as  the  season 
actually  progresses.  I don’t 
pretend  to  be  a real  Bruins  fan. 
A lot  of  my  friends  and  family 
are  big  time  fans  and  I enjoy 
watching  the  team  play.  But  I’m 
not  a dedicated  fan  like  a lot  of 
students  on  this  campus  are. 

I wish  the  Black  and 
Gold  all  the  best,  and  with  there 
most  likely  being  no  NBA  this 
year  - not  that  anyone  seems  to 
be  really  heartbroken  over  that 


situation  - I’m  more  inclined 
to  watch  the  games  and  get  into 
the  team  this  year. 

Before  I end,  I have  to 
give  a shout  out  to  Rickie  Fowler 
for  his  first  professional  win  in 
Korea  over  the  weekend. 

Rickie  gets  a lot  of  flak 
from  the  media  for  his  lack  of 
a PGA  win,  but  this  kid  is  only 
22  years  old  and  has  a ton  of 
great  golf  and  major  wins  in 
his  future.  I love  his  attitude 
and  the  way  he  plays  the  game, 
and  anyone  who  thinks  he’s 
arrogant  or  cocky  because  of 
how  he  dresses  hasn’t  actually 
heard  him  speak. 

Anyway,  I’m  out  of 
room  but  thanks  for  reading  boys 
and  girls.  Have  a great  weekend 
and  send  in  your  emails  to  west 
field  voice  sports  @ yahoo  .com . 


Voice  Sports  Reporters  Debate:  Manning  or  Brady? 


Last  I checked  there 
are  52  other  guys  on  an  NFL 
roster.  The  notion  that  people 
rate  an  NFL  quarterback’s  suc- 
cess purely  on  winning  and  los- 
ing is  idiotic. 

That  is  like  saying  Dan 
Marino  wasn’t  as  good  as  Trent 
Dilfer,  because  Dilfer  won  a 
title  with  the  Ravens  in  2000. 
Terry  Bradshaw  has  four  Super 
Bowl  rings  and  he  wasn’t  half 
the  player  Manning  or  Brady 
are. 

Besides,  it’s  not  like 
Tom  Brady’s  play  decided  some 
of  the  Super  Bowls  he  has  won. 
In  2001,  Brady  only  had  145 
yards  passing.  New  England’s 
offense  scored  one  touchdown 
in  that  game. 

The  Patriots  defense 
and  the  mastermind  himself. 
Bill  Belichick,  did  all  the  work 
to  bring  in  that  title.  Speaking 
of  Belichick,  Brady  has  had  the 
opportunity  to  play  for  one  of 
the  greatest  NFL  coaches  of  all- 


time playing  in  a system  where 
any  quarterback  could  have  suc- 
cess. 

When  Brady  went 
down  in  2008,  Matt  Cassel  led 
the  team  to  an  1 1 -5  record.  What 
has  Brady  done  since  his  domi- 
nating defenses  faded  away  into 
retirement?  Nothing. 

The  Indianapolis  Colts 
without  Peyton  Manning  to  this 
point  of  the  season  are  0-5 . That 
is  due  to  Manning’s  overwhelm- 
ing talent  that  he  exudes  to  ev- 
eryone else  on  his  team.  We  are 
talking  about  a guy  who  took 
over  a 3-13  squad  in  1997  and 
turned  the  franchise  back  into  a 
winner. 

Manning  is  the  smart- 
est quarterback  to  play  the 
game.  He  revolutionized  the 
way  quarterbacks  today  pick 
apart  defenses  and  in  the  way 
they  prepare  for  games.  One 
more  thing.  Wilt  Chamberlin 
was  on  a different  level  than 
Bill  Russell. 


Joey  Cooper 


VS. 


Tyler  Morissette 


Joey,  there  is  only  one 
stat  I need  that  proves  why  Tom 
Brady  is  a better  quarterback 
than  Peyton  Manning,  and  that 
is  three  rings  to  one. 

Let’s  compare  the  two 
since  2007:  Brady  has  more 
touchdowns  (114-97),  fewer 
interceptions  (25  to  47)  and 
has  a better  winning  percentage 
(.833-.771). 

When  Peyton  Man- 
ning came  into  the  NFL,  look 
at  the  weapons  that  he  had  com- 
pared to  Brady  - a great  wide 
receiver  in  Marvin  Harrison  on 
the  outside  that  without  a doubt 
is  beneficial  along  with  Reggie 
Wayne,  while  Brady  never  had 
a top  wide  receiver  until  a cou- 
ple of  years  ago. 

He  won  with  Troy 
Brown,  David  Patten,  Chad 
Jackson  and  other  players  who 
were  either  past  their  prime  or 
undervalued  players.  He  was 
able  to  turn  Wes  Welker  into 
what  he  is  today. 


While  Manning  has 
more  control  of  his  team’s  of- 
fense overall,  Brady  is  also  one 
of  the  most  detailed  game  man- 
agers in  the  league. 

Though  both  quarter-  | 
backs  are  probably  the  best  in 
a long  time,  the  edge  has  to  go  | 
to  Brady  because  of  his  number  ; 
of  Super  Bowl  rings,  his  unde-  ] 
feated  season  in  2007-2008  (de-  I 
spite  the  loss  to  the  Giants)  and  ; 
because  of  his  lesser  supporting 
casts  on  offense. 

Manning  is  a bit  more 
explosive  from  a stats  stand- 
point, but  Brady  is  more  con- 
sistent and  clutch.  This  debate  ' 
is  similar  to  the  one  in  the  NBA  ! 
of  who  is  better:  Bill  Russell  or  i 
Wilt  Chamberlin?  I 

Manning  is  like  Wilt,  | 
who  is  able  to  put  up  crazy  I 
stats,  but  Russell,  like  Brady,  is 
the  winner  because  he  has  more 
rings  and  has  a better  record 
against  his  number  one  rival, 
like  Brady  has.  End  of  story. 
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Daily  SuDoku;Tue  1 l'Oct-20l  1 easy 


Comedy  Movies 


Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Don’t  be  surprised  if 
relationships  matters  of  all 
kinds  end  up  being  your 
primary  focus  this  week. 
Whether  or  not  you’re 
currently  attached,  you’ll  be 
encountering  some  interesting 
romantic  opportunities. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
A number  of  obligations  that 
you  have  to  others  will  really 
be  dominating  your  agenda. 
But  a few  things  will  be  a little 
hard  to  figure  out  and  there’s 
bound  to  be  some  difficulties 
to  have  to  deal  with  along  the 
way. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  things  end 
up  getting  off  to  a pretty  fast 
start  for  you.  You’re  bound  to 
be  feeling  pretty  sociable  and 
energetic  right  now. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
There  will  be  a number  of 
different  things  going  on 
around  the  house  that  will  be 
requiring  your  attention  this 
week,  and  a few  people  will 
really  end  up  getting  on  your 
nerves  right  now. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
This  will  be  a highly  charged 
time  for  you  when  you’ll  really 
feel  like  getting  into  as  many 
things  as  possible.  Just  try  to 
avoid  telling  other  people  what 
to  do  right  now. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  • March  20) 

Good  money  management 
should  be  your  main  focus, 
and  you  really  need  to  take 
the  initiative  when  it  comes 
to  dealing  with  any  sort  of 
money  matters  right  now.  But 
there  could  be  a few  conflicts 
with  others  if  you’re  too 
aggressive. 


Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

You’ll  be  feeling  quite 
confident  and  inspired  right 
now,  and  you’ll  really  feel  like 
you’re  coming  into  your  own. 
You  should  try  to  get  out  there 
and  start  taking  the  initiative. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

If  a number  of  different 
responsibilities  have  been 
weighing  on  you  lately,  you’ll 
really  be  wishing  that  you 
could  just  spend  a little  more 
time  relaxing  around  the  house 
this  week. 

Gemini 

(May  22  - June  21) 

You’re  bound  to  be  in  a very 
sociable  and  creative  frame  of 
mind.  And  you  should  really 
try  to  put  a little  energy  into 
making  some  progress  with  a 
creative  project  right 

Cancer 

(June  22  - July  22) 

Certain  people  are  bound  to 
end  up  putting  a few  obstacles 
in  your  way.  And  if  you’re 
not  careful  how  you  handle 
things,  some  important  people 
could  end  up  giving  you  a little 
trouble  as  well. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 
f you  don’t  make  an  effort  to 
watch  your  tongue,  you’ll  end 
up  having  to  deal  with  quite 
a few  misunderstandings  this 
week. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’re  bound  to  be  spending 
an  awful  lot  of  time  worrying 
about  your  financial  situation, 
but  you  need  to  make  sure  that 
you  don’t  act  too  hastily.  Just 
be  certain  that  you  really  think 
things  through  before  you 
decide  to  put  any  of  your  plans 
into  action. 

courtesy  ofcaliforniapsychics. 
com 
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ALL  OF  ME 
ANNIE  HALL 
BABE 

BEING  THERE 
BIG 

BOB  ROBERTS 
BULL  DURHAM 
CARS 

CAT  BALLOU 
CITY  SLICKERS 
CLERKS 
CLUELESS 
DUCK  SOUP 
ELECTION 


FLETCH 

GHOSTBUSTERS 
HAPPY  GILMORE 
HARVEY 
HOLIDAY 
HOTSHOTS 
LEGALLY  BLONDE 
LIAR  LIAR 
LOCAL  HERO 
MALLRATS 
MANHATTAN 
MEATBALLS 
MOONSTRUCK 


OH.  GOD! 
PLAZA  SUITE 
REPO  MAN 
RUSHMORE 
SHREK 
SLACKER 
SLAP  SHOT 
SLEEPER 
THE  RUTLES 
TOOTSIE 

TRADING  PLACES 
UNCLE  BUCK 
YES  MAN 
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Tommy  D’s 

Complimentary  Wing 
Mondays! 

Drinks: 

Bud  and  Bud  Light  Bottles:  $2.25 
Butterball  Shots:  $4.00 
Creamsicle:  $4.00 
Fruit  Punch  Shots:  $3.75 
Coniba  Booba:  $4.00 
Pumpkin  Pie  Been  $4.50 

Bacardi  Promo! 

Tuesday,  Oct.  18  & 

Friday,  Oct.  21! 


Career  Services! 

Career  services  provides: 

Resume  critique 
Cover  letter  critique 
Interview  preperation 
..  Career  Advising 

I Job  Search 

Graduate  School 


Make  a 15  minute  appointment  today! 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 


The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Library 

Bookstore  Monday  - Thursday 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday  8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 


8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 
Wednesday 
8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 
Friday 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 
Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 
Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


RECEIVED 


Former  WSU  employee  charged  with  sexual  assault 


Samantha  Fahey 
Alex  Myers 
Editors-in-Chief 


The  Learning 

Disabilities  Program,  most 
commonly  referred  to  as  “The  Joe 
Shinn  Program,”  is  looking  for  a 
new  director  due  to  recent  assault 
charges  brought  against  its  founder. 

Former  head  of  the 
Learning  Disabilities  Program, 
Joseph  Shinn  of  Chesterfield,  has 
been  accused  of  indecent  assault  and 
battery  on  a female  Westfield  State 
University  student  employed  at  both 
the  Banacos  Academic  Center  and 
at  Shinn’s  home  as  a babysitter. 

According  to  the 
Hampshire  Gazette,  on  August  31 
the  alleged  victim  spoke  to  Public 
Safety  concerning  Shinn’s  improper 
behavior  towards  her. 

The  campus  police 
along  with  the  Chesterfield  Police 
Department  filed  a report  of  the 
incident  following  the  accusation. 

In  a press  release 
regarding  the  situation , the  university 
said  they  acted  immediatel)  “to 
initiate  an  investigation  and  have 
taken  appropriate  actions  consistent 
with  our  practices,”  including 
escorting  Shinn  from  campus  after 


meeting  with  Public  Safety  and 
Human  Resource  officers. 

Shinn  was  then 
suspended  pending  completion  of 
the  ongoing  investigation. 

President  Evan  Dobelle 
said,  “My  first  and  singular  concern 
was  the  protection  of  our  students.” 

During  the  course  of  the 
investigation,  Shinn  resigned  from 
his  position  at  the  university. 

Dobelle  said  that  Shinn 


“has  not  been  on  campus  since 
before  school  began.” 

Shinn  denied  the 
accusations,  pleading  not  guilty  at 
his  arraignment  at  Westfield  District 
Court  on  October  4*. 

According  to  masslive. 
com,  he  was  released  on  personal 
recognizance  with  orders  from 
Judge  Philip  Contant  and  the  court 
to  stay  away  from  the  student. 

Shinn  could  not  be 


reached  for  comment,  but  his 
lawyer  David  Hoose  said,  “Mr. 
Shinn  denies  he  has  engaged  in  any 
criminal  conduct,”  according  to  the 
Hampshire  Gazette. 

The  student’s  statement 
that  was  given  to  f*ublic  Safety 
reads,  as  printed  on  masslive.com, 
“I  am  reporting  that  I have  been  a 
victim  of  a multiple  sexual  assaults 
that  occurred  while  attending 
Westfield  State  University  while 
being  on  campus  and  the  person 
who  committee  the  sexual  assaults 
is  Joseph  Shinn.  I was  hired  ...  by 
Joe  Shinn  ...  During  my  working 
hours  ...  he  would  (ask)  me  to  pick 
up  lunch  for  him,  and  he  would  pay 
for  lunch  for  the  both  of  us.  I would 
drive  his  personal  car,  and  pay  for 
lunch  with  his  debit  card.  Once  back 
from  picking  up  lunch  we  would  be 
back  into  his  office  and  he  would 
shut  the  door,  and  close  the  blinds. ... 
We  would  eat  lunch  and  talk  during 
our  conversation  Shinn  would  say 
‘You  look  beautiful  today.’  Shinn 
would  also  comment  on  the  clothing 
that  1 would  be  wearing.” 

She  also  said  that 
hugs  were  turned  into  “unwanted 
groping.” 

The  statement 

continued,  “I  never  told  him  that  I 

■ continued  on  page  4 


Photo  by  westfieldjna.edu 
The  Banacos  Academic  Center,  which  houses  the 
Learning  Disabilities  Program,  is  continuing  on  despite  recent 
circumstances. 


Bookstore  - 5657 
Public  Safety  - 5262 
Information  Technology  - 5528 


Campus  - Pages  2-4 

Renovations  On  Campus 

OpEd  - Pages  6 & 7 

Occupy  Wall  Street 


A&E  - Pages  8 - 11 

Urinetown 

Sports  - Pages  12  - 14 

WSU  Football 


Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00pm 
Mon-Thur  - 7:()0am-9;00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 
Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 


The  Westfield  Voice 


2 Campus 

Washington  Street  property  not  WSU  sponsored  housing 


Krysta  Li>ingstone 
Voice  Reporter 

At  this  weeks  SGA 
meeting.  Director  of  the  Campus 
Center,  Amy  Szlachetka, 
came  down  to  talk  about  some 
wellness  center  changes. 

The  Wellness  Center 
will  now  only  have  one 
entrance,  and  students  must 
present  their  WSU  ID’s  when 
entering.  Students  going  to  the 


Wellness  Center  must  have  paid 
their  fee  to  be  allowed  to  work 
out. 

Everyone  is 

encouraged  to  check  with  then- 
health  insurance  companies 
if  they  give  reimbursements 
for  gym  memberships  at  a 
University,  because  you  may  be 
able  to  be  refunded. 

Jessica  Hufnagle  from 
Residential  Life  also  came  down 
to  introduce  the  new  CoUegiate 
Link  software. 


This  software  can  be 
found  by  logging  into  the  portal, 
clicking  the  campus  life  tab,  and 
then  clicking  Collegiate  Link. 

This  is  a tool  for 
clubs  and  organizations  to 
communicate  with  each  other 
and  their  members. 

Students  are  also  able 
to  track  their  co-curricular 
activities  to  use  for  future 
reference. 

PresidentLouCimaglia 
aimounced  a clarification  about 


the  Washington  Street  property. 
This  property  is  not  owned  by 
WSU. 

It  is  with  hope  that 
WSU  students  will  occupy  this 
space  at  competitive  rates,  but  it 
will  not  be  sponsored  by  WSU 
like  Lansdowne  is. 

There  is  no  timeline  as 
to  when  the  events  concerning 
the  building  will  be  complete. 

There  are  a few 
upcoming  CAB  events.  The 
Halloween  Dance  will  be 


Saturday  October  22“*  from 
8:30-12  in  the  Scanlon  Banquet 
Hall. 

The  first  round  of 
Say  What!  Karaoke  will  be 
Wednesday,  the  26th  at  7pm  in 
Ely. 

Look  out  for  a survey 
from  Residential  Life  in  your 
email  about  housing  sign  ups 
and  damages. 

The  next  SGA  meeting 
is  Tuesday,  October  25th  at 
5:30pm. 


Quick 

Hits 

Friday,  Oct.  21 

Afternoon  - Pumpkin 
Carving 
Campus  Green 
8:00pjn.  - Video 
Game  Practice 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

Saturday,  Oct.  22 

7:30pm.  - Battle  of 
the  Sexes  Game  Show 
Ely  Main  Lounge 
8:30pm.  - CAB 
Halloween  Party 


Students  play  mouse  trap  in  Apartment  Complex 


Kylie  Coffey 
& Jake  Reecher 

Voice  Reporters 


Students  at  Westfield 
State  University  are  used  to 
ladybugs  and  stinkbugs  visiting 
their  rooms  each  fall.  In  fact,  it 
is  almost  a Westfield  tradition, 
just  like  black  squirrels. 

But  Mice?  That’s  a 
completely  different  story. 

Rumors  have 

circulated  around  campus  lately 
about  a mice  infestation  in  the 
Apartment  Complex. 

According  to  students, 
there  have  been  sightings  of 
rodent  droppings  and  of  the 
creatures  themselves. 

“I  thought  I saw 


something  move.  I just  figured 
I was  going  crazy,”  said  a 
student  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous  .“The  next  day  I 
saw  it  run  across  the  room  and 
go  behind  the  mini-fridge.” 

The  student  said  that 
her  roommates  went  to  the 
Residential  Director  of  The 
Apartment  Complex,  Shannon 
Broderick,  who  called  an 
exterminator.  The  student  said 
that  in  the  couple  of  days  that 
they  waited  for  an  exterminator, 
she  and  her  roommates  saw  two 
more  mice. 

“My  roommates  ended 
up  catching  the  mice  themselves 
by  setting  up  their  own  traps 
because  the  exterminator  took 
too  long  to  come,”  she  said. 

When  the  exterminator 
did  come  days  later,  she  set 


up  traps  and  a bait  box,  but 
the  students  claim  that  the 
technician  never  came  back  to 
check  on  the  situation. 

The  head  of 
Environmental  Services  was 
apparently  not  aware  of  this 
issue.  “I  haven’t  heard  anything 
about  rodents  in  the  old 
apartments,”  said  Jim  Rovezzi 
of  WSU’s  Environmental 
Services  Department. 

Issues  with  mice  are 
common  during  this  time  of 
year,  Rovezzi  said,  when  small 
animals  and  bugs  seek  shelter 
from  colder  weather  in  buildings 
- much  like  the  way  ladybugs 
or  box  elder  bugs  invade  homes 
and  buildings  during  the  fall. 

Rovezzi  went  on  to  say 
that  pest  control  workers  clean 
the  halls  of  vermin  and  insects 


every  week. 

These  workers  use 
“bait  and  trap”  systems,  leaving 
poison  food  out  for  mice  to  take 
back  to  their  nests,  which  are 
usually  still  outside. 

Snap  traps  are  not  used 
because  the  facilities  department 
does  not  have  the  manpower  to 
empty  them,  and  because  dead 
mice  don’t  smell  very  good 
after  a few  days. 

Rovezzi  said  that  there 
have  been  no  complaints  of 
mice,  or  any  rodents  from  the 
old  apartments  this  semester. 

If  students  continue 
to  see  rodents  or  droppings 
in  the  Apartment  Complex  or 
anywhere  on  campus,  contact 
your  Residential  Director  or  Jim 
Rovezzi  at  jrovezzi@westfield. 
ma.edu. 
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WSU’s  final  campus  renovations  underway  after  Board  approves 


Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-in-Chief 


On  Wednesday, 

October  12'*’,  the  Westfield  State 
University  Board  of  Trustees 
formally  voted  to  proceed  with 
new  projects  on  campus  that 
will  total  $73.8  million,  “the 
largest  capital  commitmentin 
the  history  of  Westfield  State,” 
according  to  President  Evan 
Dobelle  in  an  email  sent  Friday, 
October  14'*’. 

The  renovations, 
now  set  in  stone,  include  the 
following:  Ely  Campus  Center 
will  receive  $12.3  million  for 
renovations  to  the  Library, 
the  first  phase  of  it  set  to  be 
completed  by  February  2012, 


the  “expansion  of  the  Wellness 
Center  to  14,000  square  feet 
on  two  floors,  and  the  re- 
organization of  student  space 
with  an  outdoor  patio  and  a full- 
service  Dunkin  Donuts  where 
the  old  bookstore  was  located,” 
all  scheduled  to  be  completed 
by  September  2012,  according 
to  Dobelle. 

$59  million  will  go  to 
University  Hall,  a new  student 
housing  building  that  will  be 
placed  in  between  Lammers  and 
Ely. 

It  “will  provide  413 
beds  in  semi-suites  and  public 
spaces  for  meetings  and  events,” 
Dobelle  said.  It  is  set  to  be 
completed  by  September  2013. 

Improvements  for 
Conlin,  Welch  and  Seymour, 


more  commonly  referred  to  as 
“Old  Apartments”  will  cost  $2.5 
million  and  should  be  completed 
by  September  2012. 

In  addition  to  this 
funding,  $33  million  will  be 
put  into  the  construction  of  a 
new  and,  according  to  Dobelle, 
“long  overdue”  academic 
building  that  will  be  built  in  the 
space  between  Wilson  Hall  and 
the  Commuter  Parking  Lot.  The 
building  is  scheduled  to  open  in 
the  fall  of  2014. 

“We  are  also 
beginning  a phased  deferred 
maintenance  program  that  will 
include  refurbishing  classroom 
buildings  and  faculty  offices 
and  labs,”  Dobelle  said.  “We 
will  be  taking  a look  at  installing 
air  conditioning  in  Bates  and 


Parenzo.” 

These  improvements 
follow  the  work  that  was 
completed  this  past  summer, 
including,  “Bates,  Parenzo  and 
Wilson  Halls,  the  baseball  and 
softball  dugouts  being  built 
next  to  the  Woodward  Center, 
the  new  GARP  Department 
offices  and  the  learning  space  at 
Noble  Hospital  for  our  Nursing 
program,”  Dobelle  said,  along 
with  recent  updates  to  the  Dining 
Commons,  Banacos  Center, 
Health  Center  and  Residential 
Life  that  Dobelle  stated  were  all 
“well-received.” 

“The  goal,”  Dobelle 
stated,  “is  to  continue  to  be 
ranked  first  among  our  peers 
in  the  entering  classes’  GPA 
averages  and  SAT  scores  while 


remaining  the  least  expensive 
for  students  - quite  a feat! 

“That’s  why  Massine 
ranked  us  the  Number  1 
Best  Value  among  all  public 
and  private  institutions  in 
Massachusetts.” 

According  to  Dobelle, 
parking  will  be  difficult  due  to 
the  large  amount  of  construction, 
but  the  college  is  accepting 
suggestions  on  this  issue. 

Dobelle  said,  “This  is  a 
tremendous  vote  of  confidence 
in  our  institution  and  recognizes 
the  collective  efforts  and  hard 
work  of  a team  of  individuals 
both  on  campus  and  at  the  state 
level. 

“Please  join  me  in 
acknowledging  an  historic 
moment.” 


Native  American  actor,  musician  & media  pioneer  welcomed  to  WSU 


Matt  Futterleib 

Voice  Reporter 


“You’re  all  Native 
American,  you  just  may  not 
realize  it,”  said  Gary  Farmer 
as  he  greets  a diverse  crowd  of 
students,  faculty  and  locals  of 
Westfield  in  Scanlon  Banquet 
Hall  on  Monday,  October  17th. 

The  Native 

American  actor, musician , media 
pioneer  and  gifted  storyteller 
visited  the  university  to  raise 
awareness  of  the  burgeoning 
Native  American  movie  scene 
in  Canada,  screening  two  short 
films  entirely  produced  by 
Native  American  filmmakers. 

The  first,  “Rocket 
Boy”  is  an  allegorically  abstract 
short  film  by  Jake  Hoyungowa. 

The  film  revolves 
around  the  lives  of  a single 
mother  and  her  whimsical 
young  son,  who  yearns  to  travel 
to  outer  space  in  his  makeshift 
spacecraft. 

The  emotional  toll 
of  growing  up  without  a father  is 


captured  beautifully  by  a violin 
score  that  plays  throughout  the 
film. 

“Bear  Tung,”  the 
second  featured  short  film,  stars 
Farmer  as  a hunter  in  a curious 
situation:  a press  conference 
with  the  wild  animal  race. 

A juxtaposition 
is  present  between  Farmer, 
the  Native  American  hunter 
who  respectfully  hunts  for  his 
livelihood,  and  a brusque  white 
hunter  who  works  as  Farmer’s 
press  agent  and  shows  ill 
feelings  towards  the  animals  as 
they  ask  Farmer  questions  like 
“when  will  you  come  for  me?” 

Farmer’s 
multifaceted  career  was 
spotlighted  by  a student-lead 
introduction,  detailing  his 
acting  roles,  activism  and 
establishment  of  a Native 
American  private  television 
network.  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Television  Network  (APTN) 
broadcasted  in  Canada. 

He  hopes  to  expand 
the  network  into  the  rest  of  North 
America,  but  appears  hesitant 


because  funding  is  short. 

In  the  entirety  of 


Photo  by  thenaica.org 
Native  American  actor  and 
musician  Gary  Farmer. 


his  lecture.  Farmer  proved 
to  be  extremely  proud  and 


knowledgeable  of  North 
American  Native  history  and 
culture. 

His  soft  voice 
seemed  poetic  as  he  spoke 
of  Native  American  history, 
which  has  ranged  from  tragic  to 
triumphant  to  unappreciated  in 
many  phases  since  colonization 
by  Europeans. 

Speaking  in 

despair  and  frustration  about 
future  plans  of  the  Canadian 
government  to  extract  chromite 
from  pristine  Northern  Ontario 
and  other  points  south.  Farmer 
infers  that  “we’re  all  learning 
what  it’s  like  to  be  an  Indian 
due  to  land  degradation.” 

He  is  a member  of 
the  Cayuga  tribe,  a group  of 
about  23 ,000  members  presently 
originating  from  upstate  New 
York,  southeastern  Ontario  and 
southwestern  Quebec. 

Farmer  was  bom  in 
Buffalo  but  moved  to  Toronto 
in  1974,  where  he  studied 
criminal  justice  for  a short  time 
but  changed  his  focus  to  film, 
photography  and  acting  on 


stage. 

There,  he  became 
a good  friend  of  singer  Neil 
Young,  who  has  performed  at 
many  Native  American  benefit 
concerts  supported  by  Farmer. 

During  the  lecture. 
Farmer  follows  his  stories 
by  saying  “I  just  want  you 
to  understand  where  I came 
from.” 

As  an  attendee,  I can 
honestly  say  I understand  his 
kindness  and  passion  for  Native 
American  heritage  a great  deal 
better  than  I had  prior  to  this 
lecture. 

Farmer  was  gracious 
enough  to  appear  on  my  radio 
show  that  Monday  night,  as 
he  debuted  new  material  from 
his  band  Gary  Farmer  and  the 
Troublemakers. 


If  you  attend  any  other 
speaker  series  and  would 
like  it  in  the  paper,  send 
them  to: 

thevoice  @ westfield.ma  .edu ! 
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Banacos  Center  continues  on 


■ continued  from  page  1 

didn’t  want  him  to  touch  me  but 
the  reason  why  is  because  I fear 
I would  lose  my  job  on  campus 
and  babysitting  for  his  family. 

“I  also  felt  that 
since  he  had  a lot  of  power 
because  he  is  a director  of  the 
disability  services,  and  has  a 
lot  of  connections  at  Westfield 
State  University,  my  status  as 
a student  (may)  be  affected,  as 
well  as  my  financial  aid,”  the 
statement  read. 

Pertaining  to  the 
incident,  Westfield  State 
University  staff  and  officials 
as  a whole  caimot  comment, 
as  it  is  an  ongoing  criminal 
investigation. 

Dobelle  said,  “It  is  of 
course  now  a legal  matter... 
so  our  policy  must  be  to  not 
comment  as  he  goes  through  the 
justice  system  to  protect  those 
involved.” 

Despite  this  recent 
event,  the  Banacos  Academic 
Center  has  continued  on  with 
its  regular  school  year  routine, 
helping  those  students  in  need 
of  its  services. 

“The  program  is 
[still]  a huge  success,”  Dobelle 
said,  “and  is  continuing  on 
seamlessly  under  the  leadership 
of  Maureen  McCartney  and  an 


able  and  professional  staff  with 
a hundred  student  tutors.” 

Our  university 

spokesperson,  Molly  Watson, 
said,  “The  Center  is  staffed  by 
a very  caring  and  competent 
team  of  professionals  who  are 
highly  regarded  on  campus  for 
the  work  they  do. 

“The  Center  is  [still] 
incredibly  busy,  functioning 
with  a high  level  and  without 
interruption  in  programs  or 
services,”  Watson  continued. 

Sources  said  that 
WSU  staff  has  been  instructed 
to  no  longer  relate  the  Learning 
Disabilities  Program  with  its 
previous  nickname  “The  Joe 
Shinn  Program.” 

Instead,  it  should  be 
referred  to  by  its  “new  name 
[which]  recognizes  our  generous 
donors,  while  honoring  our 
alum,  Jimmy  Banacos,” 
according  to  Watson. 

The  new  name,  the 
Banacos  Academic  Center, 
“more  accurately  reflects  the 
broad  scope  of  services  under 
this  umbrella,”  Watson  said, 
“services  that  are  available  to 
all  members  of  the  University.” 

The  Banacos  Center 
was  open  and  ready  for  use  in 
the  fall  of  last  year. 

The  University  has 


aimounced  that  a position  is 
now  available  and  has  planned 
to  hire  a new  director  for  The 
Center  by  the  end  of  the  fall 
semester,  according  to  Watson. 

A concerned  former 
student,  who  was  previously 
employed  in  the  Banacos 
Center  as  a tutor  and  wishes  to 
remain  anonymous  said,  “I  was 
shocked  when  I found  out,  [but] 
people  should  realize  that  it’s 
still  an  ongoing  investigation 
and  should  not  make  immediate 
judgments. 

“Regardless  of  the 
person  running  it,  I hope  the 
program  continues  because 
he  still  created  a program  that 
helps  a lot  of  kids. 

“I  hope  the  university 
doesn’t  take  a hit,”  the  student 
concluded. 

Our  university 

spokesperson  said,  “The 
University  has  a strong 
commitment  to  the  Banacos 
Center. 

“We  expect  the 
programs  housed  within  the 
Center  will  only  continue  to 
grow  and  flourish.  The  Center 
is  highly  respected,  on  and  off 
campus,”  Waston  said. 

President  Dobelle 
concluded  by  saying,  “We  move 
on...” 


The  Westfield  Voice 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  TO  ME  (tomorrow)! 


That’s  right  folks  - I’m  finally  twenty!  No  longer 
a teenager.  I know.  I’m  young.  I’ve  been  hearing 
that  ever  since  kindergarden  when  I was  five  and 
everyone  else  was  six  and  seven. 

I’m  heading  home  after  classes  today  and  tonight  " 
I’m  going  to  a haunted  house..  J’m  so  nervous.  It’s 
the  Lakeville  Haunted  House  for  all  of  you  East- 
ern Mass,  people  who  may  know  what  I’m  talking 
about.  Actually,  forget  nervous  - I’m  terrified! 

I hope  ya’ll  have  a great  weekend.  I know  I’m 
going  to!  Wish  me  luck  tonight! 

And  thank  you  to  everyone  who  helped  us  with  the 
front  page  article  - especially  Professor  Layng! 

Samantha  Fahey 
Co-Editor-In  Chief 
sfahey5744@westfield.ma.edu 


Residential  Life  hosts  26th  annual  Haunted  House 


Matt  Jardin 

Voice  Reporter 


On  Wednesday 
October  26'*',  the  Department  of 
Residential  life  will  be  hosting 
the  26'*’  annual  Haunted  House 
and  Halloween  Fun  Stop  in 
the  Scanlon  Banquet  Hall  and 
Living  Room. 

All  proceeds  will 
benefit  birthdaywishes.org. 

For  the  second  year 
now,  students  of  the  University 
will  be  able  to  tour  the  haunted 
house  starting  at  8:()0p.m.  and 
ending  at  8:30p.m.,  so  make 


sure  you  hurry  to  Scanlon  where 
your  RA  might  be  trying  to  scare 
you,  (possibly  more  then  usual). 
Cost  for  admission  is  $2.00 

Before  students  of 
WSU  are  allowed  in,  the 
haunted  house  is  open  to  the 
children  of  Westfield  to  come 
and  play  games,  eat  snacks, 
and  help  Nester  find  his  way 
home  through  spooky  woods,  a 
cemetery,  and  a few  other  places 
that  would  give  the  great  Alfred 
Hitchcock  a fright. 

For  those  who  can’t 
handle  the  scary  werewolves, 
vampires,  and  zombies,  there 
is  a section  where  some  nice 
monsters  will  say  hello. 


Photo  by  westisliplibrary. 


org 


This  is  the  first  year 
that  the  haunted  house  will 
follow  a story  line. 

In  past  years  the 
haunted  house  has  been  a large 
assortment  of  different  scenes 
that  were  just  walked  into  and 
explored. 

When  asked  about 
the  change  Jessi  Hufnagle, 
Assistant  Director  of  Residence 
Education  said,  “It  should  be 
fun  for  the  RAs  to  follow  a story 
line,  and  the  kids  going  through 
it  (the  haunted  house)  should 
have  fun  because  they  have 
huge  imaginations  and  that  will 
make  it  that  much  better.” 

The  charity  that 


Residential  Life  has  chosen 
to  donate  the  proceeds  to, 
birthdaywishes.org,  prides  itself 
in  giving  birthday  parties  to  less 
fortunate  children. 

Every  member  of  the 
Residential  Life  staff  is  asked 
to  participate  in  the  haunted 
house  as  an  actor,  tour  guide,  or 
a helping  hand  at  the  fun  stop. 

Dexter  Viator, 

the  Graduate  Assistant  for 
Residence  Education  said,  “I’m 
excited  to  see  how  spooky,  and 
awesome  it’ll  be.” 

Viator  is  a huge  fan  of 
Halloween  and  Haunted  Houses 
and  he  is  excited  to  be  a part  of 
it. 
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Friendly’s:  Teetering  on  the  edge 


Sandra  Soffen 
Voice  Reporter 


Many  People  were  in 
a buzz  on  the  morning  of 
October  5“’  as  news  began  to 
surface  that  Friendly’s  was 
closing  down  a total  of  63 
restaurants. 

Further  knowledge  into 
the  company’s  problems  reveal 
a company  on  the  edge  of  a very 
slippery  slope. 

The  Republican  quoted 
Friendly’s  approximate 

debt  at  $297  million  and  its 
creditors  are  knocking  on  the 
door. 

In  a decision  to  sacrifice 
the  few  for  the  many,  Friendly’s 
decided  to  file  Chapter  11 
Bankruptcy  and  was  forced  to 
close  down  63  total  stores. 

The  first  question  you 
may  ask  is  how  can  some 
stores  stay  open  if  Friendly’s  is 
bankrupt? 

The  answer  to  this,  found 
at  the  US  Court  government 
website,  is  that  Chapter  11 
bankruptcy,  unlike  other 
forms  of  bankruptcy,  is  a 
reorganizational  bankruptcy. 

The  previously  mentioned 
website  goes  on  to  explain  that 


Friendly’s  is  essentially  in  a 
trial  period  where  they  are  in 
possession  of  their  remaining 
stores,  but  they  will  lose  them 
if  they  do  not  come  out  of  this 
bankruptcy  on  top. 

They  were  forced  to 
cut  their  spending,  hence  the 
store  closings  of  what  they 
deemed  their  underperforming 
stores,  and  are  taking  financial 
advice  per  Chapter  1 1 
requirements. 

To  put  it  simply  Friendly’s 
has  been  forced  to  shape  up  or 
ship  out. 

The  remaining  stores 
must  find  a way  to  recoup  the 
company’s  losses  and  The 
Republican  says  officials  for 
Friendly’s  seem  optimistic. 

Chapter  11  bankruptcies 
have  both  worked  for  companies 
and  worked  against  them. 

If  Friendly’s  manages 
to  pay  off  its  debtors  within 
the  allotted  time  then  it  will 
be  able  to  reestablish  itself  as 
a prominent  food  chain;  if  not 
then  more  store  closings  and 
the  possible  complete  closing 
of  Friendly’s  corporation  may 
be  in  the  future. 

For  now  only  five  local 
locations  were  shut  down. 
These  are:  Federal  St.  in 
Greenfield,  East  St.  in  Chicopee, 


Wilbraham  Rd.  in  Springfield, 
Main  St.  in  Ware,  and 
Westfield  St.  in  West 
Springfield. 

Friendly’s  has  been  a 
family  fun  place  for  years  and 
many  are  sad  at  the  prospect 
of  seeing  it  gone  forever; 
despite  their  alleged  lack  of 
tact,  the  corporation  is  fighting 
to  keep  itself  afloat  and 
The  Republican  suggests 
that  officials  believe  Friendly’s 
will  emerge  even  stronger  than 
ever. 

Friendly’s  has  recently 
launched  a new  promotion  deal 
called  the  “High  5”  menu  where 
you  have  your  choice  of  five 
different  meals  now  priced  at 
five  dollars. 

This  new  deal 
accompanies  Friendly’s  long- 
standing “Create  your  own 
meal”  deals  for  $9.99  or  $1 1 .99 
where  you  choose  an  entree, 
drink,  and  sundae. 

If  you  want  to  keep 
Friendly’s  around  check  out 
the  still  open  locations  at  21 
South  Hampton  Rd  (near  the 
Mass.  Pike)  and  431  East  Main 
St  in  Westfield  (near  the  Big 
Y). 

Even  just  a few  dollars  can 
go  a long  way  towards  keeping 
a Friendly’s  near  you. 


Editor’s 

Desk 


It’s  raining,  it’s  yucky,  Alex  no  likey. 

Okay,  so  poor  excuse  for  a rhyme,  but  the  point 
is...  give  me  some  sunshine!  And  keep  it  there! 

On  another  note,  I want  to  wish  my  co-editor  and 
best  friend  a very  Happy  20th  birthday! 

Happy  birthday  to  you,  happy  birthday  to  you, 
happy  birthday  dear  SAMANTHA!,  happy 
birthday  to  you! 

I mean,  it’s  kind  of  hard  to  follow  that  with  any- 
thing else  so  I guess  I’ll  just  say  - happy  birthday 
to  anyone  else  whose  birthday  it  is  this  weekend! 
Enjoy  it  and  be  safe! 

That’s  a wrap,  bye  all! 

Alex  Myers 

Co-Editor-in-Chief 

amyers93 30@  westfield  .ma  .edu 


Melissa  Travers 
Hometown: 
Auburn,  MA 
Major: 

Art  Education 


Student  spotlight 

= by  Tim  Gallery 


Sweetest  trip  you’ve  been  on? 

A few  years  ago  I went  to  Italy  for  two  weeks  and  we 
traveled  all  over  to  Venice,  Rome,  Florence,  and  Capri,  so 
that  was  definitely  pretty  amazing. 

What  couldn 't  you  live  without  more,  your  cell  phone,  iPod, 
or  laptop? 

Well,  1 don’t  have  a fancy  phone  at  all  and  I’ve  already  lost, 
my  iPod  so  I’d  have  to  say  my  laptop. 

If  you  could  ask  your  future  self  one  question,  what  would  it 
be? 

I would  ask  how  my  awesome  future  business,  “Wicked 
Sweet  Bakery”  is  doing. 


Which  are  you  a frequent  visitor  of,  Dunkin  Donuts,  Partdini’s, 
Subway  or  Quixote ’s? 

Dunkin  Donuts  all  the  way,  I have  a major  coffee  addiction. 
Skydive  or  Bungee  Jump? 

Both  seem  incredible,  but  I think  I’d  go  with  skydiving. 
Favorite  class  taken  at  Westfield? 

I love  Art,  so  I’d  say  Drawing  II  with  Professor  Wise,  he’s  such 
a good  teacher  and  it  was  such  a fun  class. 

What  are  you  thinking  right  now? 

I’m  thinking  about  what  I should  be  for  Halloween  this  year 
and  if  I can  get  away  with  Trick  or  Treating  even  though  I’m  21 
years  old. 
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The  Secret  Socialist:  Competency  and  Conservatism: 

Feminist  Fair  a step  toward  gender  equality  Candidate  Herman  Cain  brings  new  ideas  to  the  Presidential  race 


Photo  by  politicsJjlogs.foxnews.com 


Presidential  Candidate  Herman  Cain,  although  an 
unlikely  winner,  should  be  praised  for  his  new  ideas. 


Cleopatra  Jones  & 
Fersherlock  Holmes 

Voice  Reporters 


On  Tuesday,  October 
18*,  The  Gender  Studies 
Department  hosted  its  annual 
Feminist  Fair  event  on 
campus  in  the  lobby  of  Ely. 

This  important  fair 
was  brought  to  campus  just 
a few  years  ago  by  students 
who  felt  like  a day  should 
be  dedicated  to  bringing 
awareness  to  feminist  issues  in 
the  local  conununity,  society, 
the  media,  and  internationally. 

Feminism  is 

necessary  to  the  class  struggle. 
Women  have  been  treated  as 
second-class  citizens  in  many 
countries,  but  it  has  taken  on 
an  odd  form  here  in  America. 

There  can  hfe  no 
denying  the  fact  that  women 
have  the  most  to  gain 
from  a classless  society. 

Understanding 
the  place  of  women  in 
today’s  society,  we  see  a 
structural  oppression  which 
is  necessary  to  capitalism. 

In  a capitalist 
society,  marriage  acts  as 
the  producer  of  new  labor. 

Married  homes  are 
the  place  of  not  only  child 
rearing,  but  indoctrination  into 
the  culture,  society,  and  most 
importantly  the  trade  of  the 
parents.  This  is  why  married 
couples  get  better  tax  benefits. 

Marriage  is  a 
hierarchy  and  places  the 
husband  above  of  his  wife. 

This  is  a great 
burden  on  homosexual 
couples  who  cannot  marry. 

The  advertisement 
industry  literally 

psychologically  attacks 

the  female  community  by 
setting  a bar  of  beauty  so 
high  that  it  pushes  young 
girls  into  eating  disorders. 


With  profit  as  the  only 
motive,  companies  have  no  duty 
to  protect  the  self-esteem  of  little 
girls;  rather  they  trick  women 
into  thinking  that  they  need 
their  products  to  be  beautiful. 

People  who  are  happy 
with  their  appearance  do  not 
buy  $100  jeans  or  face  creams. 

Capitalist  culture 
suppresses  the  feminine 
qualities  that  all  human 
beings  have  the  capacity  for 
empathy  and  compassion. 

However,  in  patriarchal 
societies,  like  the  most 
of  Western  world,  masculine 
qualities  have  not  only  been 
valued  above  all,  but  the 
populace  in  a patriarchy  has 
been  conditioned  to  accept 
these  qualities  of  competition, 
dominance,  and  power  as  the 
“natural”  way  of  the  world. 

To  be  a better 
person  in  capitalism  is 
to  be  the  “stronger”  one. 

Hence  the  emphasis 
of  competition  we  see 
in  war  and  corporatism. 

Gender  inequality  is  an 
indicator  for  an  unjust  society. 

The  Feminist  Fan- 


at  our 

university  is  a step 

towards 

unveiling  these 

issues 

for 

what  they  are. 

It 

is  an  amazing 

event 

that 

educates  and 

promotes 

activism. 

No 

women’s 

liberation  without  socialism. 

No  socialism  without 
women’s  liberation. 


Have  a reaction? 
Write  a letter  to  the 
editor  voicing  your 
opinion! 

Send  emails  to: 
thevoice®  Westfield. 
ma.edu 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


Who  is  Herman 
Cain?  He  is  the  former  CEO 
of  “Godfather  Pizza”  and  a 
successful  businessman.  Mr. 
Cain  has  no  prior  political 
experience  and  he  will  be  the 
first  to  teU  you  that. 

Months  ago  when  he 
jumped  into  the  Republican 
Primary,  nobody  thought  he  had 
a chance  of  actually  winning. 
1 beg  to  differ;  he  still  does 
not  have  a chance.  However 
he  has  changed  the  debate  and 
right  now  leads  in  the  “less  than 
relevant”  polls. 

As  of  Monday  October 
17th,  Cain  leads  Romney  by 
two  percentage  points  in  a 
Rasmussen  poll.  A CNN  poll 
even  has  Romney  leading  Cain 
by  one  percentage  point. 

1 would  like  to  stress 
that  these  polls  are  absolutely 
meaningless,  other  than  testing 
the  pulse  of  the  American 
people.  And  scaring  the  pants 
off  Rick  Perry.  Right  now  it 
seems  that  Americans  are  fed 
up  with  political  games. 

If  you  seek  an 
understanding  of  the  political 
mood,  look  no  further  than  the 
Tea  Party  or  the  Occupy  Wall 
Street  movement. 

I’m  not  talking  about 
political  ideology  either. 
Republicans  and  Democrats  are 
equally  upset  with  their  leaders 
in  Washington,  and  the  growing 
number  of  Independents  should 
be  alarming  to  party  insiders. 

President  Obama  won 
with  the  overwhelming  support 
from  Independent  voters. 

Looking  at 

Massachusetts  politics;  current 
Senator  Scott  Brown’s  victory 
could  not  have  been  possible 
without  the  Independent  voter. 

Enter  Herman  Cain. 
He  is  the  man  of  the  moment 
and  while  the  moment  will 


probably  be  short  lived,  he 
deserves  credit. 

During  the  debates , Mr. 
Cain  has  faced  criticism  for  his 
lack  of  understanding  regarding 
policy.  It  is  a completely  fan- 
assessment;  I want  a President 
that  is  well  versed  in  policy. 

Regarding  troops  in 
Afghanistan,  Cain  has  said 
he  was  not  privileged  with 
the  information  of  politicians, 
however  he  would  trust  the 
generals.  That’s  not  an  answer 
that  even  lives  up  to  my 
standards. 

I have  a feeling  that 
I could  have  elaborated  on  the 
American  troop  presence  with 
far  more  knowledge  than  Mr. 
Cain. 

However,  Mr.  Cain 
should  take  credit  for  his 
tenacity.  His  9-9-9  tax  plan  is 
something  new  and  helps  stir 
the  caldron  of  ideas.  It  is  a 9% 
flat  tax  on  household  income, 
a 9%  corporate  tax  and  a 9% 
national  sales  tax. 

Anybody  can  look 
at  this  and  see  that  it  would 
disproportionately  affect  lower 
income  Americans. 

Lower  income 

people  are  the  most  vulnerable 
consumers  and  a higher  sales 
tax  would  siphon  money  away 


from  their  pocketbooks.  The 
9%  flat  tax  on  income  is  also 
troubling  because  it  steps  away 
from  our  progressive  system. 

However  the  system  of 
progression  should  be  reformed, 
so  maybe  it’s  an  important 
discussion.  And  a 9%  corporate 
tax  is  a little  bit  low.  Even  ardent 
free  traders  think  that  18-20%  is 
just  fine. 

To  top  it  all  off,  most 
economists  say  that  the  9- 
9-9  plan  would  be  the  same 
annual  percentage  taken  from 
Americans.  Just  taken  in  a 
different  form. 

While  I would  not  vote 
for  Herman  Cain,  I have  to  like 
him.  Washington  spending  is 
out  of  control.  The  American 
people  want  jobs.  President 
Obama  and  the  Republican 
House  are  too  busy  fighting  to 
get  anything  done. 

Why  not  elect 
somebody  who  has  never  held  a 
political  office?  The  politicians 
are  certainly  not  helping 
matters. 

This  dissatisfaction 
with  politicians  is  exactly  what 
makes  people  take  a second 
look  at  Mr.  Cain.  They  like 
his  straight  talk,  everyman 
demeanor  and  it  is  paying  off  in 
the  polls. 


The  Westfield  Voice 


‘Occupy  Wall  Street’  reaches  one  month  mark  as  other  cities  join  in 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


Occupy  Wall  Street,  the 
protests  against  big  government 
and  federal  waste,  reached  its 
one-month  mark  on  Tuesday. 

Protesters  have  been 
occupying  Wall  Street  and 
Zuccotti  Park  in  New  York 
City  often  staying  overnight, 
chanting  slogans,  and  generally 
detesting  government. 

These  protests  are  so 
popular  and  the  ideals  are  so 
real  that  similar  protests  have 
sprung  up  around  the  country 
and  around  the  world. 

Phoenix,  Boston,  Atlanta, 
Lx)s  Angeles,  Chicago,  and 
Washington  D .C . are  some  of  the 
places  where  ‘Occupy’  protests 
are  taking  place  in  the  United 
States. 

Protests  in  Rome, London, 
and  other  places  in  Europe 
have  turned  violent,  causing 
many  arrests  and  citations  for 
protestors. 

The  real  question  is: 
are  these  protests  about  the 
government,  or  are  they  an 
excuse  for  the  protestors? 
Many  of  the  protestors  are 
unemployed,  homeless,  or  on 
public  assistance. 

They  protest  about  the 
government  spending  money 
unnecessarily  and  wastefully. 

Mayors  Michael 

Bloomberg  (New  York)  and 
Thomas  Menino  (Boston)  have 
said  that  these  protests  are 
hindering  day-to-day  operations 
in  their  cities,  tying  up  overtime 
for  their  police  departments, 
and  causing  aggravation  for 
citizens  and  people  trying  to  get 
around. 

While  they  support  the 
freedom  to  assembly  and  to 
protest,  they  feel  that  actions 
will  need  to  be  taken  in  order 
to  avoid  unnecessary  harm  to 
passerby. 

In  Tuesday’s  edition  of 
The  New  York  Times , there  were 
reports  of  protestors  getting 


photo  by  cdn.inquisitr.com 

Protestors  continue  to  gather  on  Wall  Street,  and  the  movements  are  beginning  to  happen  in  cities  all  across 
America. 


testy  with  passersby  expressing 
irritation  and  frustration  at  the 
protests. 

One  passerby  being 
skeptical  about  the  protests  was 
encircled  with  signs  shoved 
in  his  face,  and  chants  shoved 
down  his  throat. 

These  protests  are  similar 
to  ones  that  we  heard  and  read 
about  earlier  this  year. 

The  Middle  East 

experienced  what  many 
historians  call  a revolution,  with 
Libya  still  in  a toss-up. 

It  all  started  with  Tunisia 
and  Egypt  in  December  2010. 
Leaders  there  have  since  left, 
and  impromptu  governments 
being  put  in  their  place. 

The  protests  continued 
like  dominoes,  and  now  on 
top  of  the  wars  in  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan  (one  of  the  Occupy 
protestors’  topics),  there  are  still 
protests  occurring  that  could 
have  been  the  spark  for  these 
protests. 

There  have  been 
951  protests  under  the 


‘Occupy’  banner  since 

September  17  2011,  the  start 
date  of  the  original  Wall  Street 
protest. 

Many  celebrities  have 
also  joined  in  support  of  these 
protests. 

Some  including  hip-hop 
star  Kanye  West,  actor  Ashton 
Kutcher,  and  actress  Rosanne 
Barr  have  joined  in  with  the 
protestors  joining  to  the  protests’ 
allure. 

Critics  include 

conservative  talk  radio  hosts 
Rush  Limbaugh  and  Glenn 
Beck. 

Limbaugh  says,  “When 
I was  10  years  old,  1 was 
more  self-sufficient  than  this 
parade  of  human  debris  calling 
itself  Occupy  Wall  Street.” 

Beck  stating  to  his  radio 
audience,  “Capitalists,  if  you 
think  that  you  can  play  footsies 
with  these  people,  you  are 
wrong.  They  will  come  for  you 
and  drag  you  into  the  streets 
and  kill  you.  They  will  do  it. 
They’re  not  messing  around.” 


In  my  opinion,  I think 
these  peoples’  concerns  are  valid 
but  the  way  they  sound  makes  it 
look  like  the  government  is  the 


reason  why  they’re  poor,  etc. 

My  advice:  take  what 
they’re  saying  with  a grain  of 
salt. 


Letter  to  the  Editors: 

Hi  Samantha,  hi  Alex, 

I am  the  father  of  a prospective  student  that  is  looking 
into  Westfield  State. 

I picked  up  the  last  issue  of  your  newspaper  yesterday 
during  the  open  house.  1 think  it  is  very  informative  and  well 
done,  congrats  for  your  enthusiasm  in  trying  to  involve  more 
of  the  student  body! 

Is  there  any  possible  way  that  you  could  mail  us  the 
upcoming  issues,  so  we  can  keep  up  with  what’s  happening, 
and  see  what  the  school  has  to  offer  beyond  the  class  work, 
and  most  of  all,  beyond  the  glossy  brochures  and  official 
presentations  (all  colleges  are  the  best  of  the  best  in  those)? 

Also,  do  you  know  any  Biology  major  students  that 
would  be  willing  to  briefly  tell  us  about  their  experience  with 
Biology  studies  at  Westfield? 

We  would  appreciate  your  help  very  much! 

Thanks, 

Francesco  Gambino 
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“Urinetown”  to  flood  Westfield  State  campus  in  a week 


Jenn  McQuillan 

Voice  Reporter 


With  just  one  week  left 
to  go  until  the  curtain  rises, 
Westfield  State’s  Musical 
Theater  Guild  is  putting  the 
finishing  touches  on  their 
rendition  of  the  award  winning 
musical,  “Urinetown.” 

The  show,  a satirical 
comedy,  takes  place  in  a city 
where  the  use  of  private  toilets 
is  banned  in  an  attempt  to 
regulate  water  consumption. 
Now,  citizens  must  use 
public,  pay-per-use  facilities 
owned  and  operated  by  Urine 
Good  Company,  a malicious 
corporation  with  the  immoral 
Caldwell  B.  Cladwell  at  its 
core. 

Junior  Christopher 


Holmes  took  a break  from  being 
on  the  stage  this  semester  to  co- 
direct “Urinetown.” 

Holmes  said  that  although 
it  can  be  a bit  overwhelming 
directing  a cast  if  over  thirty 
people,  they  have  all  been 
following  his  direction  very 
well. 

He  said  if  an  actor  or 
actress  says  or  does  something 
not  quite  in  their  character,  he 
guides  them  to  say  it  a different 
way.  ‘They  usually  get  it  on 
the  first  try.  It’s  a really  cool 
feeling,”  he  added. 

One  of  the  featured  stars 
in  the  show  is  sophomore 
Dan  Monopoli,  who  plays 
Bobby  Strong.  Strong  is  “an 
assistant  custodian  at  one  of  the 
urinals  in  town  where  you 
have  to  pay  to  pee,”  according 
to  the  actor,  and  later  leads 
a “revolution  against  the  big 


company  that  charges  us  for 
urination.” 

Monopoli  said  that  that 
his  character’s  songs  are  high 
for  his  register,  but  with  the 
production  staff  he’s  been 
able  to  receive  all  of  the  help 
necessary. 

Kerry  Turok  ,a  sophomore , 
who  appeared  in  last  semester’s 
MTG  show,  “The  Wedding 
Singer,”  plays  a member  of 
Urine  Good  Company. 

She  said  although  the 
acting  and  singing  were  fairly 
easy,  the  dances  had  a lot  of 
moves  to  learn. 

The  show’s 

choreographer,  senior  Libby 
Boland,  plays  Bobby  Strong’s 
mother,  Josephine,  and  agrees 
that  learning  the  music  was  no 
trouble. 

“For  me,  it’s  been 
pretty  easy  to  learn  the  music. 


but  that’s  because  I’ve  been 
studying  the  music  all  summer 
long,”  said  Boland.  “I  know  the 
music  backward  and  forward  so 
that  choreographing  is  easier.” 

Monopoli,  Holmes, 
Turok,  and  Boland  have  all 
been  a part  of  the  student-run 
theater  group  prior  to  this  fall, 
but  they  say  that  each  show  is  a 
new  experience. 

“In  the  spring,  it  was 
a smaller  cast  so  I felt  we  all 
bonded  really  quickly,”  said 
Turok.  “But  in  this  bigger  fall 
cast,  I feel  like  I still  have  not 
talked  to  everyone.” 

Monopoli  thinks  the 
opposite  this  semester,  saying 
the  chemistry  of  the  cast  is 
stronger  than  usual,  and  that  the 
freshmen  have  fit  right  in. 

He  said,  “everyone  in 
MTG  is  a family  and  it  shows 
when  we  act.” 


As  director.  Holmes  has 
noticed  that  the  “veterans” 
on  stage  look  out  for  the 
newcomers. 

“It  always  feels  like  just 
a bunch  of  really  close  firiends 
who  just  so  happen  to  be  putting 
on  a musical,”  he  said. 

With  time  running  out, 
everyone  feels  like  they  are 
right  on  schedule.  As  of  last 
week,  just  a few  dances  and 
some  more  songs  to  learn  with 
the  music  directors  were  left  to 
do. 

“The  blocking  is  all  done, 
now  we  just  got  to  put  it  all 
together,”  said  Turok. 

“Urinetown”  will  be 
performed  Thursday,  October 
27*  through  Saturday,  October 
29*  on  Dever  Stage  at  Westfield 
State  University.  The  shows 
are  at  7:30pm  with  a 2:00pm 
matinee  on  the  29*. 


Recent  WSU  grad  returns  to  campus  for  public  preview  of  album 


Alexandra  Davy 

Voice  Reporter 

Last  year,  Westfield 
State  said  farewell  and  good 
luck  to  one  of  its  promising 
students,  Brian  Stokes,  who 
majored  in  Social  Work  and 
lives  in  Springfield,  MA. 

This  past  Friday,  Stokes 
returned  to  WSU  for  a public 
preview  of  his  new  album.  Last 
Bus  to  Fame.  Though  currently 
unsigned  with  any  official 
record  label,  Stokes  is  a man  to 
watch.  This  author  predicts  his 
name  will  be  up  in  lights  in  the 
not  too  distant  future. 

Brian  Stokes  has  more 
raw  talent  in  one  hand  than 
many  of  the  current  pop  singers 
out  on  the  market  today  have 
in  their  whole  body.  Anyone 
who  has  heard  him  sing  can 
attest  to  the  fact  that  his  voice 
resonates  and  lingers  for  a long 
time  with  its  magnificent  sound. 
On  Friday,  with  help  from  his 
friend  Rocco  Micelotta  (also 


a WSU  graduate)  on  guitar, 
Stokes’  voice  spread  through 
campus  once  again. 

Held  in  the  Ely  Campus 
Center,  the  performance  of 
Stokes  and  Micelotta  was 
taken  in  by  30-50  fans.  Having 
been  a member  of  the  Night 
Owls  during  his  time  here  at 
Westfield,  Stokes  was  familiar 
with  performing  but  still 
expressed  his  excitement  and 
gratitude  at  the  beginning  of  the 
show  for  the  appearance  of  the 
students  of  WSU  to  his  show. 

Stokes  explained  that 
each  of  his  songs  was  created 
with  a personal  story  in  mind, 
either  from  his  own  life  or 
from  the  life  of  a friend  or  fan. 
“The  majority  of  my  inspiration 
comes  from  life”,  says  Stokes. 
“God  inspires  me  first  and 
foremost,  which  may  be  why  I 
write  about  love  so  much.  But 
music  inspires  me  too.  Just 
hearing  a catchy  beat  can  help 
me  create  and  expand  my  ideas 
for  the  lyrics  I have  written”. 

Some  of  his  songs 


performed  Friday  night  included 
“Scenes  from  a Movie”-  a song 
about  love  and  its  complications, 
as  well  as  “Who  are  you?”  - a 
song  of  encouragement  for 
one’s  self.  Love  was  indeed  a 
reoccurring  theme  in  Stokes’ 
music. 

“My  favorite  Lyrics 
are  from  ‘Higher,’”  says  Stokes. 
“It  says  ‘never  had  a love  like 
this,  one  that’s  so  far  from 
perfect;  two  screwed  up  people 
like  us,  completing  one  another; 
wouldn’t  trade  it  for  the  world; 
every  argument  and  fight  made 
us  who  we  are.’  Its  such  a 
powerful  song  about  a love  that 
has  no  limits.” 

But  love  wasn’t  the 
only  theme  of  the  night.  Stokes 
sang  other  powerful  songs  as 
well,  including  “Tornado”,  a 
song  about  the  recent  disaster  in 
Springfield.  “In  Love”  is  a song 
about  adultery.  “Daddy,”  my 
favorite,  is  about  Brian’s  life  of 
growing  up  without  a father. 

Every  song  was 
inspiring  and  obviously  written 


from  the  heart.  Stokes  isn’t 
afraid  to  bare  his  soul  and  get 
to  a personal  level  with  the 
audience;  this  is  part  of  what 
makes  him  such  a great  singer. 

“Its  such  a beautiful 
and  amazing  thing  when  my 
music  touches  j)eople”  he  says, 
“And  they  continue  to  come  out 
to  see  me;  I’m  still  not  used  to 
thinking  of  my  supporters  as 
fans.  Its  mind  boggling!”  Stokes 
exclaims  as  he  laughs  “I  love 
and  appreciate  all  my  ‘fans’  for 
just  being  who  they  are!” 

He  decided  his 
followers  should  be  known  as 
“Stokies,”  combining  his  last 
name  with  the  term  for  intensely 
dedicated  fans,  “groupies.” 

Stokes  shared  a few 
interesting  facts  about  himself, 
including,  “I  think  its  interesting 
that  while  most  people  feel  like 
their  best  performances  are  in 
the  shower,  I think  those  are  my 
worst!” 

Who  does  a future  star 
idolize?  “Michael  Jackson  will 
always  be  my  idol  (because 


he  will  always  be  King  over 
music);  but  recently  Adele  has 
become  my  idol.  Her  soulful 
and  powerful  songs  gives  me 
hope  that  there  is  still  a place 
for  singers  like  us  in  the  music 
industry” 

At  22  years  old,  Stokes 
is  woridng  far  ahead  of  many 
of  his  fellow  peers.  “I  would 
love  to  travel  across  the  world 
and  share  my  music”  he  says. 
“I  want  to  be  known  for  being 
a talented  and  successful  artist, 
but  with  that  I want  myself  to 
be  known  as  the  person  who  got 
there  by  loving  his  craft  and  by 
creating  positivity.” 

Though  his  raw  talent 
and  positive  ideas  for  his  songs 
are  inspiring,  there  is  always 
something  to  improve  upon. 
I’d  like  to  see  more  rhythm 
and  conciseness  with  his  lyrics. 
They  are  very  powerful  already, 
they  just  need  to  be  smoothed 
around  the  edges.  If  he  got 
together  with  a talented  or 
experienced  lyricist,  the  man 
would  be  unstoppable. 
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Top  10  Singles 

1 . Adele  - Someone  Like 
You 

2.  Maroon  5 - Moves  Like 
dagger 

3.  Foster  the  People  - 
Pumped  up  Kicks 

4.  LMFAO  - Sexy  and  I 
Know  It 

5.  Gym  Class  Heroes 
- Stereo  Hearts 

6.  LMFAO  - Party  Rock 
Anthem 

7.  Rihanna  - We  Found 
Love 

8.  David  Guetta  - Without 
You 

9.  Lady  Gaga  - You  & I 

10.  Dev  - In  the  Dark 


Top  Movies 

1 . Real  Steel 

2.  Footloose 

3.  The  Thing 

4.  The  Ides  of  March 

5.  Dolphin  Tale 


Upcoming  DVD 
Releases 

1 .Captain  America 

2.  Attack  the  Block 

3.  Faces  in  the  Crowd 

4.  Father  of  Invention 

5.  Winnie  the  Pooh 


Top  Albums 

1 . Scotty  McReery  - Clear 
as  Day 

2.  Adele -21 

3.  Lady  Antebellum  - 
Own  the  Night 

4.  Lir  Wayne  - Tha  Carter 
IV 

5.  Feist  - Metals 

6.  Blink  182  - Neighbor- 
hoods 

7.  Wilco  - The  Whole 
Love 

8.  Mayday  Parade  - May- 
day  Parade 

9.  Adele  - 19 


Album  Review:  “Atom  Heart  Mother”  turns  41 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 

On  October  10,  1970 
Pink  Floyd’s  fifth  studio  album, 
titled  Atom  Heart  Mother,  was 
released. 

Pink  Floyd  was  tired  of 
being  categorized  as  a space 
rock,  psychedelic  rock  band; 
they  wanted  to  be  able  to  play 
music  without  being  boxed  into 
a specific  category. 

Atom  Heart  Mother  shows 
Floyd  breaking  away  from 
the  spacey,  psychedelic  tunes 
that  Syd  Barrett-led  Floyd  was 
known  for.  Even  though  David 
Gilmour  had  now  been  with  the 
band  for  a few  years,  Floyd  still 
hadn’t  been  able  to  break  away 
from  the  sound  that  they  had 
become  famous  for. 

Atom  Heart  Mother 
consists  of  five  tracks;  the  last 
two  of  which  are  ten  plus  minute 
experimental,  instrumental 
songs  that  prove  to  fans  that  this 
is  a new  brand  of  Pink  Floyd 
they  are  dealing  with. 


The  first  track,  “Atom 
Heart  Mother  Suite”  is  a twenty- 
three  minute  long  journey  split 
into  six  parts. 

The  second  track  is  the 
Roger  Waters  penned  tune 
“If.”  This  song  is  rife  with 
thoughts  and  questions  that 
people  torture  themselves  with 
everyday,  which  makes  “If’ 
very  relatable . “If’  is  excellently 
composed,  the  acoustic  and 
electric  guitars  are  layered 
beautifully  to  give  the  song  its 
unique  calm,  unsettling  vibe. 

“Summer  ‘68”  is  the 
third  track  on  the  album  and 
was  written  by  keyboardist 
Richard  Wright.  “Sununer  ‘68” 
is  my  favorite  track  on  Atom 
Heart  Mother.  Wright’s  subtle 
piano  playing  and  the  interplay 
between  the  members  of  the 
band  dominate  the  song.  In 
this  tune,  Wright  reflects  on  the 
summer  of  1968  and  the  issues 
that  plague  a touring  musician. 

“Fat  Old  Sun”,  the  album’s 
fourth  track,  is  similar  to  “If’  in 
the  emotions  that  drive  it,  but  is 


SIGMA  TAU  DELTA 

LEAF  RAKING 

“Everyone  must  take  time  to  sit  and  watch  the 
leaves  turn”  ~Elizabeth  Lawrence 

Once  again  the  tedious  chore  of  raking  your 
lawn  comes  around.  But  it  doesn’t  have  to 
be  that  way!  Sigma  Tau  Delta  (the  English 
Honor  Society)  wants  to  help  you  out! 

The  Members  of  Sigma  Tau  Delta  will  rake  your 
lawn  as  part  of  a fundraiser  to  attend  our  annual 
convention,  held  in  New  Orleans.  Prices  are 
negotiated  based  on  lawn  size. 

If  you  live  in  Westfield  or  the  surrounding  area, 
E-mail  or  call  Amanda  Hebson  at 
Ahebson5600@wscjna.edu,  (774)272-0874  or  call 
Professor  Brewster  at  ext.  5332  and  leave  your 
name,  address,  and  phone  number  where  you  can 
be  reached. 


photo  by  pink-floyd.org 


a different  song  entirely. 

The  last  song  on  the 
album,  “Alan’s  Psychedelic 
Breakfast”,  like  the  first  track, 
is  broken  into  separate  parts, 
yet  this  song  is  more  concrete  in 
its  scope. 


Atom  Heart  Mother  is  one 
of  the  most  musically  intricate 
and  beautiful  albums  that  Pink 
Floyd  released  during  their 
career  as  a band.  It  is  a great 
listen  and  is  worth  checking 
out. 


Listen  to  any  crappy  music  lately?  Been  to 
any  great  concerts? 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 


Pop  Punk’s  Not  Dead  Tour 


Lukasz  Oleksak 
Voice  Reporter 


. Along  with  the  fall 
weather  and  pumpkin  coffee 
comes  the  best  time  of  the  year: 
the  fall  music  season!  With 
multiple  new  CD  releases  and 
fall  tours,  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
fall  is  the  best  time  of  the  year 
for  music  fans. 

The  most  enticing 
tour  this  year  is  the  Pop  Punk’s 
Not  Dead  Tour.  Headlined  by 
legendary  pop  punk  group 
New  Found  Glory,  it  can’t  be 
missed. 

Tour  dates  have 
been  announced  for  locations 


all  across  the  East  and  West 
Coast.  The  lineup  features 
up-and-comers  such  as  Man 
Overboard  and  This  Time  Next 
Year,  along  with  veteran  acts 
like  The  Wonder  Years  and  Set 
Your  Goals.  The  nearest  show  is 
on  October  27'^  in  Boston  and 
tickets  are  still  available  at  $30. 

If  you’re  looking  for  a 
fun  night  out  with  your  friends 
this  concert  is  definitely  on  the 
list  of  options.  You  can  melt 
away  midterm  exam  stress  as 
you  spend  time  jumping  up  and 
down  in  the  crowd  and  singing 
every  word. 

Enjoy  the  fall  music 
season  while  it  lasts  and  come 
out  and  check  out  this  tour! 
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Pablo  Picasso  - Bom  Oct  25, 1881 


Invention  of  the  Ipod  - Oct  23, 2001 


A multifaceted  artist, 
Pablo  Picasso  was 
adept  in  sculpting, 
printmaking,  ceramics 
and  drawing,  but 
his  greatest  works 
are  considered  his 
paintings.  Picasso 
was  bom  in  Malaga, 
Spain,  and  he  briefly 
attended  a prestigious 
art  school  in  Madrid 
before  dropping  out 
at  16,  soon  after 
enrollment.  His  early 
career  mostly  consisted 


of  portraits  of  friends  and 
acquaintances,  ranging 
from  art  collectors 
and  communist  party 
members  to  street 
beggars  and  acrobats. 
One  of  his  greatest 
achievements  was 
the  co-founding  of 
Cubism,  a surreal 
form  of  painting  that 
focused  on  interpreting 
and  analyzing 

the  human  shape. 
Among  his  greatest 
paintings  are  Three 
Musicians  (1921), 
Seated  Woman 

with  Wrist  Watch 
(1932)  and  Guernica 
(1937).  Picasso  was 
a man  of  tenacity  and 
superstition,  believing 
that  persistent  work 
would  keep  him  alive. 
He  lived  to  be  91 , dying 
in  France  in  1973. 


Question:  where  would 
the  world  be  without 
the  iPod?  The  portable 
music  device  has 
evolved  in  the  past 
ten  years  from  a click 
wheel-controlled 
portable  hard  drive 
with  a black-and- 
white  screen  that  could 
hold  a mere  1 ,000 
songs  to  a touch- 
controlled  multimedia 
device  that  has 
been  made  to  hold 
over  120  gigabytes  of 
information . . . more 


than  1 0 ,000  songs  alone . 
The  late  Steve  Jobs  first 
introduced  this  machine 
to  almost  immediate 
approval,  dominating 
the  market  with  70%  of 
MP3  players  sold  being 
iPods  since  2004.  The 
iPod’s  rise  in  popularity 
helped  popularize  the 
iTunes  music  archiving 
program  and  the  iTunes 
Store  for  buying 
MP3s,  each  developed 
shortly  after  its  arrival. 
Various  models  through 
the  years  have  included 
the  iPod  Classic,  iPod 
Nano,  iPod  Mini,  iPod 
Shuffle,  and,  most 
recently,  the  iPod 
Touch.  On  September 
28*,  Apple  announced 
they  will  stop  producing 
IPod  Classics,  leaving 
the  iPod  Touch  as 
the  only  iPod  left  in 
production. 


facts  courtesy  ofwikipedia 


Book  review:  “The  Perfect  Swarm”  by  Len  Fisher 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


“The  Perfect  Swarm: 
The  Science  of  Complexity  in 
Everyday  Life”  by  Len  Fisher,  Ph  .D . 
is  a nonfiction  book  describing  the 
basic  points  of  swarm  intelligence, 
and  how  studies  of  animals  such 
as  birds  and  insects  help  to  better 
understand  human  behavior. 

In  general,  Fisher 
combines  both  math  and  science 
to  explain  how  humans  behave  in 
large  crowds,  making  allusions 
to  other  animals,  and  uses  some 
mathematics  to  come  up  with  how 
people  can  best  use  the  knowledge 
of  human  swarm  behavior. 


It  goes  into  some  of  the 
mathematics  without  getting  too 
deep,  instead  giving  you  the  bottom 
line  after  putting  in  the  mathematics, 
generally  allowing  you  to  skip  those 
portions,  which  isn’t  too  much  to 
begin  with,  if  you’d  like. 

Fisher  picks  the  correct 
allegories  and  examples  for  each 
section  of  the  book,  and  doesn’t  use 
too  many.  This  allows  the  book  to 
not  become  redundant  while  still 
clearly  giving  the  demonstration  to 
make  the  point  to  the  reader.  Fisher 
also  summarizes  the  research  he 
uses  perfectly,  giving  you  the 
methods  and  facts  without  going 
into  unnecessary  detail. 

Fisher  manages  to  keep 
all  of  these  complex  ideas  and 
mathematics  simple  for  the  reader. 


making  it  an  accessible  book, despite 
using  subject  matter  that  some 
writers  would  make  unreadable  to 
most  people.  The  prose  is  simplistic 
while  still  remaining  intelligent. 

One  of  the  major 
points  of  the  book  is  the  potential 
practical  uses  Fisher  describes  for 
the  principles  he  discusses.  He 
explains  how  the  ideas  of  swarm 
intelligence  can  help  you  shop, 
navigate  in  a crowd,  or  even  help 
throw  a party.  This  makes  the  book 
far  less  removed  from  your  life  and 
much  more  entertaining. 

It  is  an  excellent  and 
fascinating  book  that  only  left  me 
wanting  more  from  it,  and  the  fact 
that  is  the  greatest  criticism  I can 
hold  against  it  says  a lot  in  itself. 

9 out  of  10. 


Jackie  Robinson  - Died  Oct  24, 1972 


After  years  as  a prominent 
ballplayer  in  the  Negro 
and  International  Leagues, 
Robinson  became  the  first 
Major  League  Baseball 
player  of  color,  breaking 
the  infamous  “color 
line”  that  segregated  the 
game  by  debuting  with 
the  Brooklyn  Dodgers 
in  1947.  That  year,  he 
was  named  the  MLB 
Rookie  of  the  Year, 
in  the  first  year  of  the 
award’s  existence.  In 
1949,  Robinson  won  the 
National  League  Most 
Valuable  Player  (MVP) 
award,  batting  a .342 
average  with  37  stolen 
bases,  124  runs  batted 
in  and  122  runs  scored. 
He  was  also  the  starting 
second  baseman  on  the 
1 949 AU-Star  team  ,the  first 
one  played  with  African 
American  ballplayers.  His 
Dodgers  won  the  1955 
World  Series,  but  he  was 


forced  to  retire  the  next 
season  at  the  age  of  37 
after  suffering  from 
complications  due  to 
diabetes.  Along  with 
being  the  first  African 
American  ballplayer 
to  play  in  the  MLB, 
Robinson  was  also  the 
first  to  be  inducted  into  the 
Baseball  Hall  of  Fame  in 
1962,  and  the  first  African 
American  baseball 

analyst  on  television. 
His  jersey  number,  42, 
was  retired  by  each  MLB 
team  in  commemoration 
for  his  achievements. 


Are  there  any  concerts  going  on  in 
our  area  of  Western  MA.? 

Read  any  good  books  lately?  Seen 
any  good  movies?  Even  bad 
experiences  are  wortl^ 
sharing. 

Is  there  a play  going  on  at  WSU? 
Are  you  involved  in  it? 


WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see 
your  name  in  printl 

email: 

thevoice@mstjield.ma.  edu 
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The  return  of  MTV’s  classic  show  “Beavis  and  Butt-Head”  something  to  talk  about 


T^'Ier  Morissette 

Voice  Reporter 


Let  us  go  back  in  time 
to  1997,  when  MTV  actually 
played  music  videos  and  had 
good  shows. 

There  was  no  “Jersey 
Shore”  or  “Teen  Mom”,  but 
shows  like  “Daria”  and  the 
highly  rated  “Beavis  and  Butt- 
Head”  which  ended  its  four 
years  of  episodes  in  1997. 

When  the  show  “Beavis 
and  Butt-Head”  (created  by 
Mike  Judge)  first  made  its 
debut  in  1993  reactions  were 
very  mixed. 

Not  many  people 
thought  highly  of  two  14- 
year-old  boys  talking  about 
gening  with  girls,  fire,  and 
other  things  that  teenage  boys 
commonly  care  about. 

People  believed  this 
show  was  nothing  more  than 
stupid  fad  that  would  end 
soon . However,  the  number  of 
viewers  soon  grew  each  week 


as  teenagers  felt  they  could 
relate  to  these  characters, 
in  the  fact  that  the  audience 
could  hear  its  own  thoughts 
by  people  their  own  age. 

It  was  as  if  these  two 
cartoon  characters  were 
speaking  the  words  of  a 
generation  of  teenagers. 

When  the  show  was  first 
on  the  air,  Beavis  and  Butt- 
Head  mainly  commented  and 
mocked  ridiculous  music 
videos. 

Now  that  MTV  never 
shows  any  videos,  the  two 
characters  now  will  bash  the 
popular  culture  of  today. 

For  example,  in  a 
recent  trailer,  the  boys 
verbally  mocked  the  reality 
TV  shows  that  MTV  runs  like 
“Jersey  Shore”  and  “16  and 
Pregnant”. 

In  a new  trailer  for  the 
uj)coming  season,  the  boys 
beat  up  on  “Jersey  Shore”  and 
“16  and  Pregnant”. 

They  also  attempt 
to  become  vampires  and 


werewolves,  because  that  is 
what  the  chicks  are  into  these 
days,  as  the  boys  would  put 
it. 

Regardless  of  how  much 
better  this  “Beavis  and  Butt- 
Head”  is  better  than  the  last 
one,  thing  that  we  as  viewers 
must  realize  is  that  thanks  to 
this  show,  we  are  able  to  get 
shows  like  “Family  Guy”  and 
“South  Park”. 

Either  way,  MTV’s 
strategy  of  bringing  back  their 
staple  show  is  something  to 
talk  about. 

Their  power  to  influence 
the  minds  of  the  young  for 
better  or  worse  is  something 
to  be  reckoned  with. 

Will  it  work  with  this 
generation?  Maybe  not,  but 
with  the  cast  of  “Jersey  Shore” 
influencing  the  minds  of  the 
current  youth,  we  can  only 
hope  there’s  some  room  left 
for  some  harmless  cartoons. 

The  show  makes  it 
premiere  next  Thursday  at 
10:00. 


photo  by  images.starpulse.com 


Book  Review:  “The  Hunger  Games”  by  Suzanne  Collins  an  “amazing”  read 


Sandra  Soffen 

Voice  Reporter 


“The  Hunger  Games”  by 
Suzanne  Collins,  is  a few  years 
old,  but  has  been  just  introduced 
to  a much  wider  audience. 

It  is  the  first  installment 
of  a captivating  trilogy  set 
in  a postmodern  rendition  of 
America. 

Collins  does  not  explain 
how,  but  somehow  America, 
as  we  know  it,  is  replaced  by  a 
society  of  13  districts  and  one 
capital  state. 

The  Capital  is  where  the 
upper  class  rich  folks  live,  and 
when  the  districts  that  do  all  of 
the  work  rebel, The  Capital  uses 
its  power  to  destroy  District  13. 

Katniss  Everdeen  is  a 16 


year  old  girl  living  in  District  12 
with  her  mother  and  sister. 

After  her  father’s  death  in 
one  of  District  12’s  coalmines, 
she  takes  his  knowledge  of 
hunting  and  plants  to  scour  the 
outside  wilderness  for  game 
and  vegetation. 

Though  Katniss  is 
breaking  the  law  with  her  best 
friend  Gale,  another  District 
12  resident,  no  one  questions  it 
because  they  eat  all  of  what  the 
two  of  them  catch.  The  whole 
district  is  forced  to  live  a life  in 
horrible  conditions. 

If  that  wasn’t  bad  enough, 
every  year  The  Capital  forces 
the  names  of  every  boy  and  girl 
from  each  district  between  the 
ages  of  12  and  18  into  a drawing 
no  one  wants  to  win. 

The  “winners”  of  this 


THE 

HUNGER 

GAMES 


pool  are  a boy  and  a girl  from 
each  district. 

They  enter  the  Hunger 


Games,  a fight  to  the  death 
where  there  are  no  rules  and 
only  one  winner. 

Katniss  enters  the  games 
and  from  here  the  story  really 
takes  off  as  we  follow  Katniss 
through  her  adventures  before 
and  during  the  games. 

Collins  brings  you  into  the 
story  from  the  eyes  of  Katniss; 
you  see  what  she  sees  and  feel 
what  she  feels  without  knowing 
outside  information. 

This  technique  allows 
readers  to  feel  involved  in 
Katniss  and  allows  for  many 
shocking  moments  when  truths 
are  revealed  to  Katniss. 

While  you  feel  an 
obvious  attachment  to  Katniss 
from  the  beginning  you  also 
begin  to  attach  yourself  to 
other  characters  along  the  way 


including  the  other  tributes  set 
to  die. 

As  a reader  who  usually 
frowns  upon  the  killing  off  of 
so  many  dianamic  characters 
I was  surprised  to  find  myself 
enjoying  these  only  brief 
glimpses.  Collins  forces  the 
reader  to  relate  now,  because 
for  all  you  know  that  character 
may  not  be  around  by  the  next 
chapter. 

The  Hunger  Games  is  the 
first  of  three  amazing  books 
detailing  this  civilization  and 
the  harsh  treatment  it  constantly 
endures. 

Keep  an  eye  out  for  the 
movie  set  to  premiere  in  March 
of  2012  and  if  this  book  sparks 
your  interest,  don’t  forget  about 
the  2"**  and  3"*  books.  Catching 
Fire  and  Mockingjay. 
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Westfield  women’s  soccer  wins  big  on  Senior  Night 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Junior  forward 

Brittanie  McGregor  (Ludlow) 
registered  a hat  trick  with 
three  goals  and  junior  forward 
Kayley  Miller  (Ludlow)  had 
a goal  and  three  assists  as 
Westfield  State  University 
routed  Rhode  Island  College,  1- 


0,  in  a non-conference  women’s 
soccer  game  last  Tuesday  night, 
October  18. 

It  was  Senior  Night 
for  the  Owls,  who  boosted 
their  overall  record  to  11-3-1 
heading  into  Saturday’s  key 
conference  game  vs.  MCLA  in 
North  Adams.  RIC  dropped  to 
2-13,  suffering  its  straight 
setback. 

The  Owls  jumped  out 


to  a 3-0  halftime  lead.  McGregor 
scored  the  first  two  goals  with 
assists  from  Miller. 

Miller  then  scored  in 
the  44*  minute  with  freshman 
Ashleigh  Chretien  (North 
Attleboro)  registering  her  first 
of  two  assists. 

The  Ludlow 

Coimection  of  McGregor 
and  Miller  teamed  up  for 
another  goal  in  the  SI®*  minute. 


photo  by  Mickey  Curtis 


Four  women’s  soccer  seniors,  left  to  right,  Kate  Wye,  Madison  Farrell,  Ashley  Ku- 
lik  and  Heather  Dragon  were  honored  prior  to  their  final  regular  season  home  game. 


McGregor  has  a team-high  nine 
goals  this  season  followed  by 
Miller  with  eight. 

Junior  forward  Leann 
Rivard  (Chicopee/Comp)  tallied 
her  seventh  goal  of  the  season  in 
the  55*  minute  as  the  Owls  took 
an  insurmountable  5-0  lead. 

Scoring  Westfield’s 
final  two  goals  were  scored 


by  freshmen  reserves  Megan 
Lussier  (Dalton/Wahconah 
Regional)  and  Rachel  Boulette 
(Enfield,  CT). 

Westfield  outshot  RIC, 
44-2,  including  29-1  in  the  first 
half.  The  Owls  travel  to  North 
Adams  tomorrow  afternoon 
to  take  on  the  6-7-1  MCLA 
Trailblazers  at  1:00  pjn. 


• W«  arc  a dascount  golf  prc^ram  for 

Massachusetts  coUege  sn^Jents^ 


• The  CottegeGolfPass  costs  just  S30  and  attows  for 
UNUMITED  play  from  now  throc^h  May  31.  2012! 

• Save  33  - 6S%  on  greens  fees  at  15  patrXrtet  cckbscs 
^t€xs&  Massachusetts. 


• off  lessons,  ecuapment  <£scounts  and  more? 


Banacos  race 
to  be  held  in 
November 


Upcoming  WSU  Home  Games 

Saturday,  October  22 


The  33rd  annual  James 
Banacos  10  K (6.2  miles) 
Road  Race  will  be  held  on 
Sunday,  November  20,  at 
11:00  a.m.  at  Westfield 
State  University. 

Registration  is 

from  9:45  to  race 
time  at  the  Woodward 
Center  (athletics  field 
house). 

The  registration  fee 
is  $8  for  Westfield  State 
students  and  $20  for  all 
others.  Official  t-shirts 
will  be  given  to  the  first  50 
runners. 

Contact  Lou  Ann 
Simehak  at  413-572-5417 
for  more  information. 


Men’s  Soccer  vs.  MCLA  @ 12:00  p.m. 

Field  Hockey  vs.  Western  Connecticut  (®  3:30  p.m. 

Wednesday,  October  26 

Women’s  Volleyball  vs.  Bridgewater  State  @ 7:00  p.m. 
Saturday,  October  29 

Men’s  Soccer  vs.  Framingham  State  @ llw:(X)  a.m. 
Football  vs.  Mass.  Maritime  @ 2:(X)  p.m. 

Support  your  Owls! 
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Dow’s,  return  helps  Westfield  football  get  third  win  of  season 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


Senior  quarterback 
Tyler  Dow  returned  to  the 
starting  lineup  last  week  for 
the  first  time  since  the  Western 
New  England  game  three  weeks 
ago  and  seemed  to  have  a huge 
affect  on  the  team  that  suffered 
a heartbreaking  double  overtime 
loss  to  Maine  Maritime  the 
week  before. 

Dow  threw  for  a 
career  high  307  yards  passing 
yards,  but  no  yards  were  more 
important  than  the  three-yard 
touchdown  pass  he  threw  to 
Jeff  Winchell  to  give  Westfield 
a 24-21  lead  over  the  Coast 
Guard  Bears  with  49  seconds 
remaining  in  the  game. 

Dow  was  also  very 
fortunate  that  the  Coast  Guard 
made  a crucial  mistake  late  in 
the  game  after  Dow  threw  what 
seemed  like  a game  ending 
interception  with  1:58  left  in  the 
fourth  quarter  to  defensive  back 
Matt  Bonner  at  the  Coast  Guard 
one-yard  line. 


After  a short  Bears 
run  on  first  down  of  the  next 
possession,  the  Owls  were 
forced  to  call  their  final  timeout, 
undoubtedly  ending  Westfield’s 
hopes. 

But  a bad  snap  from 
the  center  made  quarterback 
Jarrod  Owens  fumble  the  ball 
and  allowed  junior  defensive 
leader  Justin  Ehrhardt  to  recover 
the  ball  at  the  three-yard  line, 
giving  Westfield  one  last  chance 
to  win  the  game. 

Early  on  in  the  first 
half  of  play  it  appeared  that 
Westfield  would  have  no 
problem  with  Coast  Guard 
as  Westfield  moved  the  ball 
seamlessly  down  the  field  on  its 
first  possession  and  finished  it 
off  with  a two-yard  touchdown 
run  by  Michael  Mercadante. 
Mercadante  finished  the  day 
with  70  yards  on  the  ground. 

After  a quick  Jarred 
Owens  touchdown  run,  his  first 
of  two  on  the  day,  Dow  led  the 
Owls  once  again  with  his  arm, 
throwing  a brilliant  31 -yard 
touchdown  pass  over  the  middle 
to  Kevin  Nicol  on  a fourth  down 
play.  Nicol  had  seven  grabs  for 


134  yards  to  lead  the  Owls. 

After  allowing  the 
Coast  Guard  to  take  its  first 
lead  of  the  game  on  a 41 -yard 
touchdown  throw  from  Jarrod 
Owens  to  Eric  Gerken  late  in 
the  third  quarter,  Westfield’s 


defense  stepped  up  and  only 
allowed  one  total  yard  of  offense 
in  the  Coast  Guard’s  next  five 
possessions. 

Following  the  Owls’ 


late  score,  the  Coast  Guard  still 
had  some  time  on  the  clock  for 
a comeback  and  they  almost  did 
if  it  wasn’t  for  Chris  Walker  and 
Gregg  Jackson. 

After  returning  the 
ensuing  kickoff  27  yards,  the 


Coast  Guard  was  handed  a gift 
from  Westfield  in  the  form  of  a 
15-yard  personal  foul  penalty 
that  moved  the  ball  to  the  Owls’ 
39  yard  line  with  41  second 


remaining. 

But  on  the  first 
offensive  play  of  the  drive  .junior 
defensive  end  Chris  Walker  had 
a huge  sack  and  made  it  so  the 
Bears  could  only  run  one  last 
play.  Gregg  Jackson  halted  any 
attempt  of  a Bears’  comeback  as 
he  intercepted  a pass  on  the  11- 
yard  line  to  ensure  a victory  for 
Westfield. 

With  the  victory,  the 
Westfield’s  record  now  stands 
at  3-4  while  the  Coast  Guard 
faltered  to  1-5.  Westfield  heads 
up  to  Framingham  this  week 
to  face  the  5-2  Framingham 
State  Rams,  who  are  riding  a 
four  game  winning  streak,  on 
Saturday  at  1:30  p.m. 

The  Owls’  defense 
must  be  ready  to  face  the  very 
dangerous  Melikke  Van  Alstyne, 
who  has  run  for  1 105  yards  and 
15  scores.  Last  week  in  a win 
against  Maine  Maritime  Alstyne 
rushed  for  251  yards  and  five 
scores. 

Stopping  Alstyne  will 
be  a huge  task  for  the  Owls  this 
week  and  if  they  are  unable  to 
do  so  then  Westfield  will  be  in 
for  a very  long  day. 


Tsai 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  7 to 
westfieldvoicesports  @ yahoo  .com 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  October  23. 

It’s,  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  winner. 

Good  luck! 


Week  7 Games 

Rob 

Donoghue 

Joey 

Cooper 

Matt 

Jardin 

Steve 

Kligerman 

lyier 

Morissette 

Washington  @ Carolina 

CAR 

CAR 

CAR 

CAR 

WAS 

Seattle  @ Cleveland 

CLE 

CLE 

CLE 

CLE 

CLE 

Atlanta  @ Detroit 

DET  • 

DET 

DET 

DET 

DET 

Denver  @ Miami 

DEN 

DEN 

MIA 

DEN 

MIA 

San  Diego  @ N.Y.  Jets 

NYJ 

NYJ 

SD 

SD 

NYJ 

Chicago  @ Tampa  Bay 

TB 

TB 

TB 

TB 

TB 

Houston  @ Tennessee 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

Pittsburgh  @ Arizona 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

Kansas  City  @ Oakland 

OAK 

KC 

OAK 

OAK 

OAK 

St.  Louis  @ Dallas 

DAL 

DAL 

DAL 

STL 

DAL 

Green  Bay  @ Minnesota 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

Indianapolis  @ New  Orleans 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Baltimore  @ Jacksonville 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

Last  Week 

11-2 

11-2 

10-3 

10-3 

10-3 

Season  Record 

53-21 

■ 52-22 

49-25 

53-21 

48-26 

Bye  Teams:  Buffalo,  Cincinnati,  New  England,  N.Y.  Giants,  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco 

14  Sports  The  Westfield  Voice 


Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 

\?;s 

VsJUi/  LyUnU^UHc 
Sports  Editor 

Who  do  you  think 
would  win  in  a fight:  Jim 
Harbaugh  or  Jim  Schwartz? 

Hmm,  maybe  Tyler 
and  Joey  could  debate  that 
question  some  time.  We  almost 
found  out  what  the  right  answer 
would  be  when  the  two  Jims 
got  into  a little  scuffle  after 
Sunday’s  game  in  Detroit. 
Schwartz  took  exception  to 
Harbaugh ’s  “celebratory” 
postgame  handshake  and  chased 
him  down  the  sidelines  toward 
the  locker  rooms.  The  coaches 
were  separated  and  no  punches 
were  thrown,  but  it  was  an  ugly 
situation  nonetheless. 

Seeing  two  coaches 
go  at  like  Jim  and  Jim  did  isn’t 
something  we’re  accustomed  to 
witnessing.  Even  coaches  who 
can’t  stand  to  see  one  another 


Similar  to  the  Green 
Bay  Packers,  the  Texas  Rangers 
have  gotten  hot  at  the  right 
time.  That  is  why  I believe  the 
Rangers  will  take  home  the 
hardware  this  fall. 

Once  again, this  team  is 
riding  the  underdog  rollercoaster 
right  into  the  World  Series  for 
the  second  consecutive  season. 
Without  Cliff  Lee  this  season, 
the  Rangers  have  been  able  to 
discover  the  loaded  bullpen 
they  have.  Late  into  games  this 
team  can  rely  on  stranding  base 
runners  instead  of  stretching  out 
their  starting  pitchers. 

The  Texas  Rangers 
can  rely  on  their  starters  to  put 
together  quality  innings  with 
CJ.  Wilson  as  their  headliner. 
The  St.  Louis  Cardinals  will 
not  survive  this  series  the  way 
their  starting  pitching  has  been 
playing. 

In  the  NLCS  the 
Cardinals  starters  were  pulled 
early  in  games  after  the  Brewers 
got  after  them  early.  The  St. 
Louis  bullpen  is  what  is  keeping 
this  team  around  in  games. 


tend  to  resp)ectfully  shake  hands 
at  the  conclusion  of  games. 

But  the  situation 
between  Schwartz  and 
Harbaugh  - while  making  them 
both  look  childish  and  immature 
- reveals  the  passion  that  the 
two  hardworking  coaches  have 
for  their  teams. 

The  Lions  and  49ers 
have  been  two  of  the  worst  teams 
in  the  NFL  over  the  past  decade, 
but  each  team  now  stands  at  5- 
1 with  legitimate  shots  to  make 
the  playoffs  because  of  the 
changes  Harbaugh  and  Schwartz 
have  implemented  respectively. 
Schwartz  changed  the  culture  in 
Detroit,  turning  the  hard  luck 
losers  into  a physical  team  that 
opponents  fear.  Harbaugh  took 
over  a 6-10  team  and  has  them 
playing  tremendous,  hardnosed 


accumulating  a record  of  3-0  in 
the  2011  MLB  playoffs. 

That  will  not  continue 
against  the  Rangers  lineup  as 
they  were  ranked  first  in  batting 
average  during  the  regular 
season.  The  balance  the  Rangers 
gives  this  club  the  versatility  to 
match  up  well  with  Tony  La 
Russa’s  crafty  bullpen. 

The  power  from 
Nelson  Cruz,  Josh  Hamilton 
and  Adrian  Beltre  will  score 
batters  such  as  Ian  Kinsler  and 
Mike  Napoli  who  continues  to 
get  on  base  at  will. 

David  Murphy  has 
also  been  a pleasant  surprise 
this  postseason  for  the  Rangers, 
hitting  .391  this  fall  season. 

Ron  Washington,  the 
manager  of  the  Texas  Rangers, 
will  not  allow  this  team  to  lose 
consecutive  World  Series. 

Being  in  this  position 
last  season  has  taught  this 
team  a lot.  They  are  ready  and 
poised  for  another  opportunity 
to  bring  home  the  first  World 
Series  trophy  in  Texas  Rangers 
history. 


football  despite  no  significant 
changes  being  made  from  the 
2010  roster. 

Jim  and  Jim  are 
passionate,  and  they’re  both 
winners.  Unfortunately,  their 
passion  got  the  best  of  them  on 
Sunday  and  they  both  ended  up 
looking  like  losers.  Hopefully 
cooler  heads  will  prevail  in  the 
future  and  this  incident  will  be  a 
forgotten  bit  of  history. 

Because  the  turnaround 
these  coaches  have  brought  to 
San  Francisco  and  Detroit  is 
good  for  the  NFL. 

Apparently  the  MLB 
playoffs  are  still  going  on  - just 
kidding,  I actually  watched 
some  of  the  Texas-Detroit  and 
Milwaukee-St.  Louis  series 
- and  Texas  is  heading  to  St. 
Louis  for  the  World  Series. 


Tyler  Morissette 


I’m  picking  texas  to 
win  it  all.  The  Rangers  have 
all  the  offensive  firepower  you 
could  ask  for  and  if  C J.  Wilson 
can  get  his  act  together,  I think 
the  Rangers  will  have  enough 
pitching  to  win  the  series. 

I don’t  understand 
why  Wisconsin  gets  no  love 
from  the  “experts”  because  in 
my  opinion  the  Badgers  have 
looked  like  the  most  dominant 
team  in  college  football  so  fat. 

Russell  Wilson  has 
been  immaculate  through  six 
games  and  I honestly  can’t  see 
the  Badgers  losing  a game  this 
year.  I guess  only  time  wUl  tell. 

Time  will  also  only  tell 
whether  or  not  there  will  be  an 
NBA  season  in  2012.  The  lack 
of  public  uproar  - compared  to 
the  panic  that  occurred  during 


Joey,  I will  agree  with 
your  point  about  the  Rangers 
being  a great  team  and  having 
some  great  hitters.  But  it  is  the 
Cardinals  who  will  be  bringing 
home  their  eleventh  World 
Series  championship. 

Your  statement  that 
“the  Texas  Rangers  can  rely 
on  their  starters  to  put  together 
quality  innings  with  C J.  Wilson 
as  their  headliner”  is  one  that 
is  false  other  than  the  fact  that 
C J.  Wilson  is  their  number  one 
starter. 

The  Rangers  starters 
had  an  ERA  of  6.59  in  the 
AmericanLeagueChampionship 
Series,  the  second  highest  for  an 
AL  team  that  went  to  the  World 
Series.  No  Rangers  starter  went 
more  than  six  innings  in  their  10 
postseason  games  this  year. 

Though  the  Cardinals 
pitching  staff  has  not  been  great 
either  - with  no  starter  making 
it  past  the  fifth  inning  against 
the  Brewers  - their  number  one 
starter  Chris  Carpenter  will  be 
starting  game  one  on  full  rest. 

Do  not  forget  that 


the  summer  when  the  NFL 
season  was  in  question  - shows 
the  lack  of  true  love  people  have 
for  the  NBA  right  now. 

While  its  ratings  have 
beaten  those  of  MLB , the  NBA’s 
fan  base  seems  to  be  largely 
made  up  of  people  whose 
favorite  sport  isn’t  basketball. 
While  football,  baseball  and 
hockey  all  have  their  diehards, 
it  appears  that  the  same  can’t 
be  said  right  now  for  basketball 
and  the  NBA.  Like  I said,  I 
guess  only  time  will  tell. 

Well,  I’m  out  of  room 
boys  and  girls  but  thanks  for 
reading.  Birthday  shout  out 
to  Voice  Co-Editor  in  Chief 
Samantha  Fahey  who  turns  20 
this  weekend  - yes,  she’s  a baby. 
Have  a great  weekend  folks  and 
check  in  again  next  week. 


Carpenter  pitched  a gem  against 
a better  offensive  team,  the 
Phillies,  in  game  five  to  clinch 
their  first  round  series. 

Though  the  Cardinals 
do  not  have  as  deep  of  an  offense 
as  the  Rangers  do,  you  cannot 
deny  the  fact  that  Albert  Pujols 
is  an  absolute  beast  who  single 
handedly  destroyed  Brewers 
pitchers  in  their  last  series. 

In  addition,  you  cannot 
count  out  Matt  Holliday  and 
comeback  player  of  the  year 
Lance  Berkman. 

Finally,  the  bullpen  of 
the  Cardinals  is  solid.  Yes,  the 
bullpen  saved  the  starters  against 
Milwaukee,  but  when  you  have 
such  dominant  pitchers  in  your 
bullpen  why  not  use  them  in 
games? 

You  should  always 
try  to  put  out  your  best  players 
in  games,  and  the  Cardinals’ 
bullpen  has  stepped  up  in  key 
moments. 

Therefore,  without  a 
question  I say  that  St.  Louis  will 
win  this  series  in  seven  great 
games. 


Voice  Sports  Reporters  Debate:  Who  wins  the  World  Series? 
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GamesLeisure 


Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Life  should  turn  out  to  be 
pretty  interesting  for  you  this 
week  with  quite  a few  pleasant 
surprises  along  the  way.  Some 
new  opportunities  involving 
travel  or  education  could  be 
popping  up  right  now. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
If  you’re  feeling  pressured  to 
have  to  settle  on  some  financial 
plans  right  now,  there’s  really 
no  reason  for  you  to  have 
to  resolve  everything  right 
away.  It’s  important  that  you 
make  sure  to  take  the  time  to 
thoroughly  explore  all  your 
options. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

You’ll  be  quite  charismatic  and 
will  be  very  much  in  demand 
at  the  moment.  You’ll  really 
want  to  do  whatever  you  can 
to  make  other  people  feel  good 
this  week. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
If  you  end  up  having  to  deal 
with  quite  a few  difficult 
issues  at  work,  you’ll  really  be 
wishing  that  you  could  have  a 
little  more  time  to  think  things 
through  and  work  things  out. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 

Even  if  you’re  feeling  a little 
uncertain  about  a few  things 
this  week,  just  try  to  keep 
pushing  forward  and  act 
confident.  If  you  do,  some  new 
doors  will  be  ready  to  open  for 
you  right  now. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20 . March  20) 

If  you  can  manage  to  spend 
some  quality  time  at  home, 
you’ll  really  be  able  to  have 
some  fun  with  your  family.  It’s 
a great  time  for  you  to  make  a 
few  improvements  around  the 
house  as  well. 


Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

Even  if  you’re  busy  dealing 
with  a million  different  things, 
you’ll  also  be  mulling  over  a 
variety  of  difficult  issues  and 
problems  that  are  demanding 
to  be  dealt  with  right  now. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

You’ll  really  be  longing  for 
a greater  sense  of  freedom  in 
your  life  right  now.  But  even  if 
you’re  feeling  a little  impatient, 
you  need  to  be  careful  about 
taking  a few  too  many  risks. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

You’ll  be  feeling  pretty 
confident  and  optimistic  at 
the  moment,  and  you’ll  really 
feel  like  expressing  your  every 
thought  and  feeling.  It’ll  be 
hard  for  you  to  say  no  to  all  the 
invitations  and  opportunities 
that’ll  be  coming  your  way. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

If  you’re  looking  for  a little 
direction  right  now,  you  could 
end  up  having  a sudden  flash 
of  insight  this  week.  Your 
intuition  will  be  very  strong. 
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Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

If  you’re  feeling  a little 
sociable  right  now,  you  should 
be  able  to  get  out  and  have 
some  fun.  Don’t  be  afraid  to 
share  all  your  thoughts  and 
feelings  with  your  friends  and 
loved  ones. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
If  you’re  feeling  pretty 
ambitious  this  week,  try  to 
focus  on  doing  everything  you 
can  to  get  ahead  in  your  career 
and  professional  life  right 
now. 
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Tommy  D’s 

Complimentary  Wing 
Mondays! 


Drinks: 

Bud  and  Bud  Light  Bottles:  $2.25 
Butterball  Shots:  $4.00 
Creamsicle:  $4.00 
Fruit  Punch  Shots:  $3.75 
Coruba  Booba:  $4.00 
Pumpkin  Pie  Beer:  $4.50 


Annual  Halloween/ Alumni  Bash! 
October  27-29 
Be  there! 


Westfield  State  University 
Career  Center  ^ 

Career  Connections 

Rfpfter  onBne  at 

\^-m-u.uxa>tfiAi.ma.cdu/carcCTCcniiet 

- View  j<ibs/  Internships 
• Search  forOoen  Fam 
- Connect  amh  a Caico’  Mentor 
-Des'dop  an  Online  Pottfolio 
-Create  Yesor  Rcsmic/Caver  Letter 
- Schedule  r>ri-Cirriru«  Inters-iews 


Lammets  Hall  Annex 
(413)  572  - 5206 
careers^vestfiel<ima.edu 
www.westfickLmaatdu/carcefccntcf 


The  Westfield  Voice 
OFRCE  HOURS: 

Monday:  6 PM  - 9 PM 
Tuesday:  6 PM  - 9 PM 
Wednesday:  6 PM  - 9 PM 

Come  see  us  for  any  help  you  need/questions  you  have! 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
7:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  pan. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pan. 
Saturday 

12:00  pjn.  - 11:00  pm. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  am.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pm. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.- 12:00  am. 

The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Monday  & Thursday 
9:00  am.  - 5:00  p.m. 
Tuesday  & Wednesday 
9:00  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 
Friday 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  pm. 
Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 
Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  pm. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 am.  - 12:00  am. 
Friday 
8 am.  - 5pm. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 pm.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  am.  - 11:00  pm. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  pm. 
Sunday 

5:00  p.m.  - 11:00  pm. 
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No  eternal  rest  for  closet-haunting  resident  in  Davis  Hall 


Photo  by  Nic  Rexford 


Keep  your  eyes  open  for  a lingering  ghost  in  F tower  of  Davis 
Hall. 


Tim  Gallery 

Voice  Reporter 


During  this  time  of  year,  tales 
of  headless  horsemen  and  spooky 
hauntings  fill  the  crisp  autumn  air. 
As  it  turns  out,  Westfield  State  may 
have  a ghost  story  of  its  own. 

Legend  has  it  there  is  one 
permanent  resident  of  Davis  Hall. 
.His  soul  lurks  the  hallways  of  the 
building,  protecting  the  site  of  his 
unfortunate  suicide. 

But  is  this  just  a rumor  passed 
on  from  generation  to  generation? 
Or  is  there  some  actual  truth  behind 
this  ghost  story? 

It  is  said  that  a few  years  back 
when  students  left  for  the  Easter 
holiday,  there  was  one  student  who 
didn’t  make  it  home.  His  parents 
then  called  the  school  to  find  out  if 
he  was  still  there. 

When  the  Residence  Director 
at  the  time  checked  his  room,  the 
student  was  found  dead  from  an 
apparent  self-hanging.  It  is  also 
believed  he  painted  his  closets  black 
before  the  suicide. 

Since  then,  there  have  been 
reports  of  weird  things  happening  in 
the  residence  hall.  School  officials 


have  not  confirmed  nor  denied  that 
the  suicide  took  place,  but  say  they 
have  received  complaints  from 
students  living  in  Davis  related  to 
the  incident. 

Dr.  Jon  Conlogue,  Executive 
Director  of  Residential  Services  and 
Campus  Life  said  in  an  email,  “Yes, 
I’ve  heard  the  story,  and  we’ve  even 
had  students  occasionally  claim 
to  have  had  strange  sensations 
or  experiences  in  Davis  Hall  that 
they  perceived  as  relating  to  this 
unfortiuiate  situation.” 

According  to  residents,  there 
have  been  possible  sightings  of 
the  student’s  ghost  throughout 
the  building.  In  the  room  where 
the  alleged  suicide  took  place,  the 
closet  doors  that  were  painted  black 
have  been  known  to  open  and  close 
on  their  own. 

Students  currently  living 
in  Davis  Hall  say  there  is  a weird 
feeling  that  goes  with  the  building. 

*i  do  sometimes  get  an  eerie 
feeling  when  I’m  walking  through 
the  halls  alone,”  said  freshman  Mike 
O’Malley. 

“I’m  not  sure  if  it’s 
because  the  place  is  haunted,  it 
could  be  just  becau.se  it’s  an  old 
building,”  O’Malley  added. 

Dr.  Conlogue  explained  the 


fleeting  nature  of  the  reports  by 
students  claiming  to  have  seen 
something  in  the  residence  hall 
would  make  it  hard  for  the  university 
to  verify. 

There  has  been  no  official 


confirmation  of  the  Davis  Hall 
haunting.  But  the  next  time  you’re 
doing  homework  in  one  of  the 
residence  common  rooms,  you 
could  have  a study-buddy  with  you 
that  you  may  not  know  is  there. 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Page  2 

A&E  - Pages  6 & 7 

Wellne.ss  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

Old  Apartment  Ghost 

Halloween  Book  Review 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00pm 

Public  Safety  - 5262 
Information  Technology  - 5528 
Libraiy-5231 

OpEd  - Pages  4 & 5 

Just  For  The  Health  Of  It 

Sports  - Pages  8, 9 & 10 

Quidditch 

Mon-Thur  - 7;00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Sat  - 1 :00pm-4:00pm 
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Angry  ghost  terrorizes  six  residents  of  Apartment  Complex 


Kylie  Coffey 
Voice  Reporter 


This,  my  friends,  is  not 
a ghost  story  told  just  to  scare 
people  around  Halloween.  This 
is  a ghost  story  in  which  all  of 
the  events  actually  did  happen 
and  they  happened  right  here,  at 
Westfield  State  University. 

Many  people  have  said 
that  the  Apartment  Complex  is 
haunted.  As  a resident  of  Conlin 
Hall,  I was  skeptical  of  the  fact 
that  the  Apartment  Complex 
was  actually  haunted. 

The  complex  was  built 
in  the  1970’s;  it’s  not  that  old. 
Of  course  anything  can  happen 
in  40  years.  My  skepticism 


changed  when  things  started 
happening  in  my  own  apartment, 
which  made  me  question  my 
original  opinions  on  ghosts.  At 
first  it  was  little  things  that  my 
roommates  and  I could  blame 
on  other  scenarios  like  doors 
slanuning  or  the  wind  blowing. 

The  level  of  strangeness 
only  increased  from  there  when 
faucets  started  turning  on  without 
anyone  touching  them  and  the 
strange  happening  continued  to 
increase.  I then  started  believing 
that  our  apartment  could  in  fact 
be  haunted,  and  that  a ghost 
walked  the  very  same  halls  as 
I did. 

One  weekend  the 
paranormal  activity  was  so 
frightening  that  it  was  almost 


unbearable  to  sleep  in  the 
apartment.  My  roommate  was 
in  the  shower  and  when  she  got 
out,  she  asked  us  to  come  and 
check  something  out. 

We  crowded  around  the 
small  shower  and  we  saw  the 
word  “DEATH”  written  in 
cursive  in  human  hair;  I wish 
I was  making  this  up.  None  of 
us  believed  that  a ghost  actually 
did  this. 

It  turned  into  a “whodunit” 
game.  All  five  of  us  had  alibis; 
everyone  had  been  sleeping  or 
not  in  the  apartment  at  the  time. 

The  sixth,  and  last, 
roommate  was  the  one  who 
found  the  writing  in  the  shower. 
We  started  to  believe  that  maybe 
it  was  something  that  wasn’t 


among  us,  and  wasn’t  just  some 
silly  prank. 

Of  course,  that  Saturday 
evening,  right  after  that 
happened,  I was  by  myself 
in  the  apartment.  I was  doing 
some  homework  when  I heard  a 
crash  coming  from  the  back  of 
the  apartment. 

I checked  to  see  if 
anything  fell  in  any  of  the 
rooms;  nothing  had  fallen.  I 
went  back  to  my  homework 
and  about  five  minutes  went  by 
when  I heard  the  crash  again;  I 
checked  again  and  still  nothing 
was  out  of  place. 

The  crash  happened  a 
third  time  and  then  a fourth.  The 
last  time  sounded  as  if  someone 
was  forcefully  throwing  the 


shampoo  bottles  onto  the  floor 
in  the  shower,  but  I didn’t  stick 
around  to  find  out. 

S ince  then , my  roommates 
have  heard  little  noises  when 
they  were  by  themselves,  but 
nothing  major  has  happened. 

But  until  then,  I will 
swear  up  and  down,  and  I will 
vouch  for  my  rootiunates  as 
well,  that  our  apartment  is 
haunted.  Other  residents  of  the 
Apartment  Complex  should 
heed  my  tale  because  your 
apartment  could  be  next. 

I heard  ghosts  don’t  like 
to  stay  in  one  place  for  too 
long.  If  you  think  you’re  safe 
just  because  you  live  in  another 
residence  hall,  I wouldn’t  be  so 
sure. 


SGA:  Upcoming  events  on  campus 


Local  haunts  of  Westfield 


Krysta  Livingstone 
Voice  Reporter 


At  this  weeks  Student 
Government  Association 
meeting.  Josh  Hettrick  from 
Residential  Life  came  down 
to  speak  about  the  community 
response  plan.  This  has  been 
instilled  in  the  residence 
halls  this  year  to  help  prevent 
damages. 


Based  on  the  numbers 
this  year  compared  to  last  year: 
so  far,  so  good. 

The  number  of  damages 
in  the  residence  halls  as  a whole 
has  come  down  tremendously; 
some  residence  halls  still  have 
some  work  to  do,  but  the  plan 
has  so  far  been  a success. 

Look  out  for  a Halloween 
themed  diner  in  the  Dining 
Commons  on  Monday. 

Some  other  upcoming 
events  include:  Brown  Bag 
Bingo  Friday  October,  28'^  at 


1 1pm  in  Ely  Campus  center  and 
the  Make  a Wish  Date  Auction 
Tuesday  November,  P at  Dever 
Hall  and  Stage. 

Those  of  you  who  made 
it  out  to  the  first  round  of 
Say  What!  Karaoke  will  be 
happy  to  know  the  finals 
are  being  held  Wednesday 
November,  2'“’  at  Dever  Hall 
and  Stage.  Be  sure  to  come 
cheer  everyone  on. 

The  next  SGA  meeting 
wUl  be  Tuesday,  November  1st 
at  5:30pm. 


Sandra  Soffen 
Voice  Reporter 

Do  you  want  to  go 
someplace  scary  on  Halloween? 
Take  a walk  to  Pine  Hill 
Cemetery  located  at  140  West 
Silver  Street  in  Westfield. 

This  spot  has  had  many 
allegations  of  a haunting  in 
many  different  ways. 

During  the  day  people 
have  reported  hearing  a man’s 
voice  and  frequently  people 


complain  about  feeling  like  they 
are  being  watched. 

At  night  people  begin 
to  feel  a presence  of  terror 
stretching  as  far  as  the  houses 
on  the  surrounding  street. 

Like  most  places 
Westfield  has  a past  that 
sometimes  comes  back  to  haunt 
it. 

Whether  you  believe 
this  to  be  true  or  not,  there  are 
definitely  some  people  who 
would  testify  that  ghosts  roam 
in  places  near  you. 
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Libyan  dictator  Gadhafi  killed 


Student 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


Libyan  dictator 

Muammar  Gadhafi,  69,  was 
assassinated  on  Thursday  after 
a firefight  in  his  hometown  of 
Sirte. 

Gadhafi,  who  has  been 
fighting  a quasi-civil  war  with 
his  citizens  as  part  of  the  Arab 
Spring,  is  the  latest  dictator  to 
face  exile  and  now  death  as 
the  Middle  East  goes  through  a 
revolution. 

Gadhafi,  armed  with 
bodyguards  and  advisors, 
emerged  from  a storm  drain 
to  try  to  stop  the  quarreling 
factions  that  were  in  a gunfight 
nearby. 

When  the  groups 
spotted  Gadhafi,  they  seized 
him. 

He  ended  up  bloodied, 
tied  to  the  hood  of  a car,  and 
eventually  shot  in  the  head. 

Graphic  images 

emerged  to  show  the  former 


dictator  hanging  on  to  life  as 
rebels  drove  through  Sirte  and 
nearby  towns  proclaiming, 
“God  is  great!” 

Gadhafi , who 

took  power  in  1969  after 
a revolutionary  coup,  has 
run  Libya  with  an  iron-fist, 
subjugating  the  Libyans  and 
using  his  position  for  his  own 
ends. 

Among  the  alleged 
crimes  committed  by  Gadhafi, 
some  being  the  murders  of 
his  citizens,  he  is  accused  of 
being  responsible  for  the  1988 
bombing  of  Pan-Am  flight  103 
over  Lockerbie,  Scotland. 

The  bombing  claimed 
270  lives,  many  of  which  were 
Americans. 

The  Sun,  Great 
Britain’s  most  read  newspaper, 
carried  the  headline,  “That’s  for 
Lockerbie!” 

One  of  Gadhafi ’s 
agents  was  convicted  for  the 
crime. 

U.S.  President  Barack 
Obama  commented  on  the 
death  of  Gadhafi  in  a special 


statement,  “You  have  won  your 
revolution,”  he  said.  “One  of 
the  world’s  longest-serving 
dictators  is  no  more.” 

He  also  offered  a slight 
dig  to  Syria,  declaring  “the  rule 
of  an  iron  fist  inevitably  comes 
to  an  end.” 

The  question  now 
stands:  what  will  become  of 
Libya? 

French  president 
Nicolas  Sarkozy  alluded  that 
the  new  Libya  could  descend 
into  factionalism  much  like 
Iraq  after  the  death  of  Saddam 
Hussein. 

He  said,  “The 
liberation  of  Sirte  must  signal 
the  start  of  a process  to  establish 
a democratic  system  in 
which  all  groups  in  the  country 
have  their  place  and  where 
fundamental  freedoms  are 
guaranteed.” 

A burial,  which  will 
be  kept  secret,  is  planned  for 
Friday,  October  28. 

The  location  of  his 
buried  body  will  be  kept  secret 
to  prevent  retribution. 


September  2011  OTM  Winners 

Advisor  of  the  Month:  John  Paulmann,  Communication  Club 
Community  of  the  Month:  Davis  Hall  Maintenance  Staff 
Community  Service  Program  of  the  Month:  Cards  for 
Soldiers  - Erin  Amell,  Davis  Hall 
Educational  Program  of  the  Month:  Resource  Rescue 
Mission  - Roy  Currie,  Econo  Lodge 
Social  Program  of  the  Month:  Davis  Hall  Talent  - Melissa 
Stello,  Davis  Hall 

Spotlight  of  the  Month:  ISO  Daniel  Provost,  Public  Safety 
Student  of  the  Month:  Kaitlin  Moriarty,  Dickinson  Hall 
RA  of  the  Month:  Lewis  Cassidy,  Davis  Hail 

Nominations  for  October  OTM  are  due  by  midnight  on 
November  5th  to  OTM@westfield.ma.edu! 


Spotlight 

-k  CZ5  lyy  Yim  Callery 


Name;  Michael  Mantia 
Hometown:  Burlington,  MA 
Major:  Communication 


Are  you  afraid  of  the  dark? 

Only  when  I’m  in  my  basement.  The  puppet 
masters  definitely  live  down  there! 

Haunted  house  or  haunted  hayride? 

Haunted  house  all  the  way! 

Do  you  believe  in  ghosts? 

Yeah,  sometimes. 

Have  you  ever  encountered  one? 

I swear  I did  one  time,  but  who  knows. 

Favorite  Halloween  activity? 

Definitely  haunted  houses,  but  Halloween  parties 
are  bomb  too. 

What’s  your  go-to  Horror  movie? 

Well  if  I wanted  to  be  freaked  out  all  night,  I would 
watch  the  newest  Texas  Chainsaw  Massacre. 

Do  you  have  your  costume  picked  out? 

Of  course  I do.  First  costume  is  Diddy  Kong  and 
my  second  pick  is  Donny  from  The  Wild  Thorn- 
berry  s. 


If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the 
spotlight  - or  know  someone  who 
deserves  it  - email 
thevoice  @westfield.ma  .edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Death  of  Gadhafi  continues  the  trend 


aU^ 
idarich 


Joshua  Clark 
Voice  Reporter 


Last  Thursday,  rebel 
forces  fighting  a civil  war  in 
Libya  killed  Muammar  Gadhafi, 
the  dictatorial  leader  of  Libya 
for  the  past  42  years. 

Although  his  death  comes 
as  a small  surprise  to  outside 
observers  and  a big  sigh  of 
relief  for  the  rebel  forces,  the 
manner  in  which  he  died  is  very 
reminiscent  of  trends  in  history. 

In  1492,  Christopher 
Columbus  landed  on  what 
would  be  America;  the  future 
country  was  already  filled  with 
millions  of  Indians  and  their 
tribes. 

They  inhabited  many  of 
the  areas  that  future  colonists 
would  eventually  take  for  their 
own. 

This  spelled  trouble  for  the 
Native  Americans  and  marks  the 
first  part  of  the  trend  mentioned 
earlier.  The  Europeans  went  on 
a rampage,  going  to  war  with 
the  natives  and  killing  them  en 
masse. 

Bringing  with  them 
diseases  of  Europe  that  the 
British  had  been  immune  to  for 
hundreds  of  years,  half  of  the 
Indian  population  either  died 
from  disease  or  was  killed. 

This  caused  what  I 
consider  to  be  a revolution;  the 
Europeans  wanted  control  of 
this  land,  and  they  didn’t  care 
the  cost. 

Now  that  the  Europeans 
had  control  of  the  occupied 
lands,  they  made  sure  they  held 
on  to  it. 

If  they  failed  to  win  in  a 
battle  against  the  natives,  the 
King  would  send  more  troops  to 
assure  control  was  maintained. 

By  the  time  the  colonies 
were  well  established  and 
successful  due  to  the  tobacco 
and  cotton  trades.  Great  Britain 
imposed  taxes  and  laws  upon 
her  colonies. 

Here  lies  the  second  part 
of  the  trend  I am  proposing.  As 


the  monarchy’s  rule  became 
more  ‘iron-fisted’  with  the 
colonists,  aggravation  and 
protests  started  to  occur.  This 
is  when  the  Constitutional 
Convention,  the  Boston  Tea 
Party,  and  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  came  into  play. 

The  American 

Revolutionary  War  starts,  and 
while  “the  United  States”  wins, 
the  focus  is  on  whether  the 
states  will  come  together  and 
what  kind  of  government  they 
adopt. 

These  are  the  same 
questions  that  are  popping  up 
in  Libya  now  that  Gadhafi  has 
been  assassinated;  will  the 
forces  come  together  and  form 
the  democracy  they’ve  always 
wanted? 

I notice  that  history 
focuses  on  one  period  at  a time. 
As  mentioned,  during  the  period 
of  1492-1785  the  focus  is  on  the 
battles  against  the  natives,  the 
foundation  of  the  colonies,  and 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

From  1785  to  1814,  we 
focus  on  the  formation  of  the 
United  States  and  the  War  of 
1812.  From  1814  to  1861,  we 
focus  on  Andrew  Jackson, 
Florida,  the  Mexican- American 
War,  and  the  CivU  War. 

We  know  the  North 
wins  the  war,  and  our  focus 
then  shifts  to  the  Industrial 
Revolution  occurring  in 
Northern  American  cities 
and  industrialized  Europe. 
Immigration  to  the  United 
States  from  Europe  becomes 
important,  and  the  cities  develop 
more  with  time. 

History  focuses  on  this 
period  of  time  and  the  people 
and  organizations  that  brought 
it  along. 

Grover  Cleveland,  the 
mayors  of  major  cities.  Boss 
Tweed,  and  Tammany  HaU 
show  us  how  the  cities  impacted 
the  history  of  the  United  States 
as  a whole. 

In  the  20th  century.  World 
War  I strikes,  and  our  focus  is 
on  Europe.  It’s  1914  and  Franz 


Ferdinand  was  Just  assassinated 
and  it  will  be  some  time  before 
the  United  States  gets  involved 
in  World  War  I. 

We  take  a quick  break  for 
the  Great  Depression  and  shoot 
back  over  to  the  United  States 
for  our  historical  focus,  but  we 
get  back  when  World  War  U 
hits. 

From  1938  to  about 
1990  our  historical  focus  is  on 
Europe  and  Asia.  Europe  due  to 
World  War  U (Adolf  Hitler,  the 
Soviet  Union,  Axis  Powers), 
the  ensuing  Berlin  Wall,  and 
Communist  powers;  Asia  for 
the  Vietnam  War.  From  1990  to 
present,  our  focus  turns  to  the 
Middle  East. 

The  Persian  Gulf  War 
brings  our  focus  to  Iraq  for  the 
first  time,  as  U.S.  President 
George  H.W.  Bush  sends  troops 
to  protect  the  Middle  East  from 
dictatorial  powers.  This  does 
not  work,  as  9/1 1 occurs  and  we 
go  back  to  Iraq  and  Afghanistan 
for  the  current  wars. 

This  spring  we  saw  an 
incredible  revolution,  one  that 
has  changed  the  landscape  of 
Middle  Eastern  democracy 
forever. 

We  know  that  protests 
can  achieve  common  goals,  and 
since  the  ousting  of  the  leaders 
of  Egypt,  Tunisia,  and  now 
Libya,  the  power  of  the  common 
people  cannot  be  greater. 

While  this  may  have 
seemed  daunting  to  fathom,  the 
Arab  Spring  protests  and  the 
assassination  of  Gadhafi  really 
showed  how  our  common 
historical  perspective  and  focus 
has  changed. 

We  went  from  America,  to 
Europe,  to  Asia,  to  the  Middle 
East,  all  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  hundred  years  .Where  will 
we  focus  our  history  next  and 
which  dictatorial  power  faces  a 
revolution? 

Only  time  will  tell  and  if 
history  shows  us  anything  the 
“little  people”  will  never  stop 
standing  up  to  those  who  force 
rule  upon  them. 


Dear  Gail, 

My  roommate  has  night  terrors. 
I get  scared  a lot  and  don’t 
know  how  to  deal  with  it.  Do  I 
conftont  her? 

Sincerely, 

Anonymous 

Dear  Anonymous, 

That’s  a very  scary  situation, 
and  you  have  every  right  to  be 
concerned.  It’s  important  first 
of  all  to  make  sure  that  what’s 
happening  to  your  roommate 
is  a night  tenor,  and  not  just  a 
nightmare.  Some  people  don’t 
remember  their  night  terrors,  so 
if  no  one’s  ever  told  her  about 
it.  it’s  likely  that  she  has  no  idea 
that  they  happen.  If  she’s  been 
having  a lot  of  stress  in  her  life, 
and  college  can  certainly  do  that 
to  a person,  she  may  benefit  just 
by  talking  to  someone  about 
it.  In  any  case,  you  should 
definitely  tell  her  about  them, 
but  be  sure  to  remind  her,  and 
yourself,  that  they  are  no  one’s 
fault.  If  the  problem  continues 
and  it  infringes  on  your  comfort 
in  the  room,  it  would  be  wise  to 
consult  your  RA. 

Dear  Gail, 


Dear  Gail, 

1 love  this  boy,  but  he  never 
texts  me  back  and  I think  he 
doesn’t  notice  me. 

Sincerely, 

Confused  and  lonely 

Dear  Confused, 

First,  I want  to  say  that  love 
should  be  something  that 
happens  WITH  you,  not  TO 
you.  If  he  isn’t  responding 
when  you  try  to  start  a 
conversation,  it  is  either 
because  of  some  technological 
issue,  or  he  is  trying  to  spare 
your  feelings  by  simply 
ignoring  you.  If  you  are 
pursuing  a relationship  and 
the  pursuit  bears  no  fruit,  it 
is  only  logical  to  cease  the 
pursuit  and  seek  satisfaction 
elsewhere.  I know  this  is 
easier  said  than  done,  but 
you’re  still  young  and  you 
have  your  whole  life  ahead 
of  you  to  meet  people  who 
want  to  know  you.  Don’t  get 
too  hung  up  on  this  one  guy, 
because  if  he’s  not  interested, 
he’s  not  worth  your  time  and 
energy. 


I love  my  R.A.  but  I can’t  build  up  the  courage  to  teU  her. 
Sincerely, 

Shy  resident 

Dear  Shy, 

If  you  are  too  shy  to  let  her  know  who  you  really  are  at  first, 
why  not  keep  it  anonymous?  Pretend  you  are  in  a stereotypical 
teenage  movie  and  leave  her  notes  under  her  door  from  her  “Secret 
Admirer.”  Even  if  your  R.A.  does  not  share  interest  this  will  be  a 
sure  fire  way  to  grab  her  attention  and  perk  up  her  mood.  From 
there  I would  suggest  making  small  conversations  with  her.  The 
best  way  to  any  girl’s  heart  is  to  simply  listen  and  show  an  interest 
in  her.  Even  if  she  might  not  see  you  now,  this  can  always  change.' 
Spark  up  a solid  friendship  and  when  you  finally  have  the  courage 
to  tell  her,  be  confident. 


Ask  Gail  for  help  by  patting  your  qaestions  in  the  box  in 
the  dining  commons! 

If  yours  weren 't  answered  this  week,  be  on  the  look  out  for 
them  in  next  week’s  issue! 


The  Westfield  Voice 


OpEd 


Competency  and  Conservatism 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


Victim  number  three  of 
the  Arab  Spring:  Muammar 
Gadhafi.  The  leader  of  Libya  for 
42  years, 

Gadhafi  was  killed  last 
week  by  opposition  rebels 
between  Sirte  and  Misrata. 
Libya  was  free  of  Gadhafi 
weeks  ago,  and  his  death  brings 
about  a new  direction  for  the  oil 
rich  country.  This  direction  is 
uncertain,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
the  majority  of  people  want  a 
democratic  country.  The  lack  of 
organization  among  the  ranks 
will  definitely  test  their  stamina 
as  time  wears  on. 

The  United  States  was 
part  of  a coalition  of  countries 
that  sought  to  end  Gadhafi ’s 
rule.  France  was  the  major 
conspirator,  with  the  U.S  acting 
in  supplementary  form.  It  cannot 
be  overlooked  that  our  country 
gave  significant  military  and 
financial  aid  to  the  rebels.  And 
there  has  been  a major  debate 
among  our  political  leaders  over 
the  Libyan  conflict. 

President  Obama  did  not 
seek  congressional  approval 
before  joining  in  the  effort. 

The  Democrats  support  the 


President  and  Republicans  are  in 
opposition.  It  is  alarming  to  me 
that  the  numbers  of  opposition 
in  Congress  are  growing.  I 
think  it  is  politics-as-usual  and 
makes  me  wish  people  would 
remember  what  it  means  to  be 
an  American. 

Our  country  has  been  at 
the  forefront  of  the  fight  for 
democracy  around  the  world. 
I am  a strong  defender  of  our 
actions.  While  we  have  had 
problems  in  the  fight,  I believe 
the  problems  were  because  of  a 
lack  of  professionalism.  We  have 
squandered  opportunities  to  get 
the  job  done,  mostly  because  of 
politics. 

Opposing  actions  in 
Libya  is  counter-productive  to 
American  greatness.  Countries 
with  the  power  to  do  what  is  right 
should  act.  It  is  the  clearest  way 
to  avoid  the  atrocities  of  political 
oppression  and  genocide. 

The  reason  that  evil  men 
like  Muammar  Gadhafi  rise  to 
leadership  is  due  to  a lack  of 
power  in  the  region.  Africa, 
in  general,  has  been  a hotspot 
for  brutal  dictators.  European 
powers  left  the  continent  in 
ethnic,  political  and  social 
divide. 

Civil  war  is  everywhere, 
and  leaders  with  military 


following  are  able  to  take  power 
easily.  Looking  at  Northern 
Africa  we  see  nations  fueled 
by  religious  fanaticism.  Their 
leaders  ignore  the  people,  for  the 
cause  of  totalitarianism. 

Those  who  say  that 
democracy  is  not  for  everybody 
are  wrong.  No  matter  what  is 
happening  now,  countries  will 
always  look  towards  the  ideals 
of  better-run  nations. 

Why  have  a brutal  dictator 
when  you  could  have  a term- 
limited  President?  And  the  U.S. 
as  a country  of  great  influence 
should  join  with  the  world  to 
fight  for  liberalization  of  the 
most  oppressive  regimes. 

Isolationism  is  not  good 
policy.  It  puts  up  such  a high 
wall  around  us  that  we  cannot 
see  what  is  happening  on  the 
other  side  until  our  wall  is 
breached,  and  that  is  absolutely 
unacceptable. 

Action  in  Libya  was 
the  right  thing  to  do.  It  was  a 
small  price  to  pay  for  freedom, 
democracy,  and  hopefully 
friendship.  While  historically  the 
U.S  has  made  mistakes  in  this 
goal,  we  can  look  at  the  death  of 
a brutal  tyrant  and  say  “mission 
accomplished.”  The  President 
should  not  apologize  for  making 
the  world  a better  place. 


Editor’s 

Desk 
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Hello  people! 

It’s  Samantha,  wishing  everyone  a Happy 
Halloween!  I know  I’ll  be  watching  scary  movies 
all  weekend.  Halloween  is  my  favorite  - Mike  My- 
ers is  a boss. 

I just  wanted  to  thank  everyone  who  has  contribut- 
ed and/or  helped  us  in  some  way  so  far  this  semes- 
ter! It  took  us  a while,  but  we’re  finally  in  a good 
groove.  So  thanks  everyone! 

Alex  here!  I also  want  to  thank  everyone  for  every- 
thing they’ve  done  to  make  the  paper  a success!  Be 
on  the  look  out  for  our  announcement  of  our  online 
site  - coming  soon! 

I’m  so  not  original  but.  Happy  Halloween!  Don’t 
rot  your  teeth  out :) 

Alex  Myers,  Samantha  Fahey 
Co-Editors-in-Chief 
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Free  time?  Let’s  face  it, 
in  college  it  feels  like  there  is 
none. 

Free  time  is  a luxury  that 
most  college  students  use  to 
nap.  catch  up  with  friends,  or 
head  out  to  the  bars. 

While  these  are  all  a fun 
part  of  the  typical  campus, 
health  and  wellness  is  put  on 
the  back  burner. 

What  happens  when 
we  put  our  health  on  the  back 
burner;  we  bum  out. 

The  residual  effects  of 
incorporating  exercise  and 
commitment  to  healthy  living 


By 


Leah  Hantman 


into  your  everyday  life  are 
endless.  Could  you  use  more 
energy,  would  you  like  to  feel 
stronger  and  healthier? 

What  if  you  were  told 
you  could  strengthen  your 
immune  system  or  even  get 
better  grades? 

These  are  all  things 
we  want  of  course,  and  if 
we  can  have  a better  chance 
of  achieving  them  through 
wellness,  then  what  are  we 
waiting  for? 

Getting  to  a gym  is 
almost  a pipedream,  but  here 
is  a little  secret,  the  gym  isn’t 


actually  required  for  a great 
workout.  The  key  to  success 
in  our  hectic  lives  is  flexibility, 
adaptation,  creativity,  and 
dedication  during  what  time 
we  do  have  available. 

Exercise,  nourishment, 
stress  management,  adequate 
sleep  and  other  facets  of 
wellness  always  seem  to  be 
on  the  low  end  of  a college 
student’s  priority  list. 

The  activities  that  should 
be  engrained  into  everyday 
life  end  up  becoming  this  big 
event,  an  event  that  “Gets  in 
the  way  of  having  fun.” 


People  are  under  the 
impression  that  you  need  lots  of 
time,  the  right  equipment,  and 
a perfect  workout  program. 

However,  when  we  don’t 
have  the  luxury  of  “enough 
time”  it  is  important  not  to  bail 
on  the  whole  thing,  the  “all-or- 
nothing”  style. 

Instead,  we  should 
subscribe  to  the  “always 
something”  philosophy  and 
engrain  physical  activity  into 
part  of  our  everyday  lives. 

It  can  become  part  of 
your  routine  just  like  brushing 
your  teeth  or  going  to  class. 


Get  outside,  pick  up  an 
intramural  team,  sign  up  for  a 
race,  or  grab  your  friends  and 
go  for  a run. 

If  this  type  of  activity 
doesn’t  work  for  you  make  a 
pact  to  take  the  stairs,  reach 
for  the  veggies  to  fill  up  before 
you  hit  the  pizza  bar,  or  park 
in  the  back  of  the  parking  lot 
wherever  you  go.  Whatever 
moves  you  go  with  it  and  keep 
it  simple. 

E-mail  with  questions 
or  comments  to  be  addressed 
in  the  next  issue  at 
LN  Hantman  @ gmail  .com . 
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John  Candy  - Bom  Oct  3 1 , 1950 


Halloween  - Celebrated  Oct  3 1 


Harry  Houdini  - Died  Oct  31, 1925 


WTiat  a perfect  day  to 
be  bom  and  named 
‘Candy’...  Comedy’s 
resident  “big  man”  in  the 
80s,  John  Candy  acted  and 
starred  in  many  of  the  most 
successful  and  celebrated 
comedies  from  the  decade. 
Bom  in  Toronto,  Ontario, 
Candy’s  career  did  not 
truly  ignite  until  1976, 
when  he  joined  the  Second 
City  comedy  troupe  based 
in  his  hometow'n.  This 
distinguished  group  of 
comedians  included  future 
movie  stars  such  as  Eugene 


Levy,  Harold  Ramis  and 
Rick  Moranis.  Through 
these  connections,  he 
developed  relationships 
with  actors  and  directors 
that  later  accompanied  him 
on  his  best  films.  His  first 
big  break  was  in  The  Blues 
Brothers,  playing  a quirky 
policeman  out  to  catch  the 
title  pair  of  crooks . The  film 
was  a 1980  smash  hit  and 
earned  Candy  a reputation 
for  offbeat  humor, 
which  landed  him  many 
memorable  roles  thereafter. 
His  greatest  characters 
included  awkward  but 
lovable  salesman  Del 
Griffith  in  Planes,  Trains 
and  Automobiles,  Barf  the 
Mog  in  Spaceballs,  and  his 
title  role  in  Uncle  Buck. 
Candy  died  of  a heart  attack 
in  1994,  but  the  legacy 
of  his  classic  comedic 
antics  lives  on  through  his 
substantial  filmography. 


Halloween  is  the  biggest 
holiday  of  the  fall  season. 
Though  created  by  Pope 
Gregory  HI  in  the  eighth 
century  as  “AU  Hallow’s 
Eve,”  in  remembrance 
of  saints  and  manyTS 
from  the  Catholic 
Church,  the  holiday 
borrows  many  rituals 
from  the  Celtic  festival  of 
Samhain,  where  Dmids 
would  start  bonfires  and 
wear  costumes  to  ward 
off  ghosts.  In  Mexico  and 
Latin  America,  October  31 
is  the  beginning  of  a three- 


day  celebration  leading 
up  to  All  Saints  Day  on 
November  2 entitled 
Dia  de  los  Muertos,  or 
“Day  of  the  Dead”.  This 
celebration  was  created 
to  honor  deceased  loved 
ones,  who  descend  to  their 
earthly  homes  for  one 
night  only  (as  the  legend 
is  told).  This  holiday  has 
been  known  to  inspire 
our  superstitions  about 
the  dead,  helping  spawn 
horrific  ghost  stories  and 
ghoulish  fantasies  aimed 
to  scare  the  wits  out  of  one 
another.  As  Halloween  has 
become  commercialized 
over  the  years,  its  religious 
undertones  have  faded 
in  the  USA  and  its  focus 
has  shifted  towards  the 
entertainment  of  children, 
allowing  youths  to  dress 
up  and  consume  massive 
quantities  of  sweet  treats 
through  “trick-or-treating”. 


Bom  in  Hungary  as  Erich 
Weisz  but  making  his  mark 
in  New  York  City  under 
a new  moniker,  Houdini 
was  a talented  magician 
who  is  widely  considered 
the  greatest  escape  artist 
of  all-time.  At  19,  he 
began  his  magic  career  by 
escaping  out  of  handcuffs 
on  multiple  occasions.  He 
eventually  toured  America 
and  Europe  in  1899 
with  a Vaudeville  gang 
of  entertainers,  rising  to 
become  the  highest-paid 
performer  in  American 


Vaudeville.  His  greatest  act 
is  thought  to  be  the  Chinese 
Water  Torture  Cell,  in 
which  he  was  suspended 
by  his  feet  upside-down 
in  a locked  glass  box  filled 
with  water,  holding  his 
breath  for  three  minutes  or 
longer  until  his  marvelous 
escape.  Along  with 
being  an  accomplished 
magician,  Houdini  had  a 
short-lived  movie  career 
in  the  early  20**“  century 
and  was  the  president 
of  both  the  Society  of 
American  Magicians 
and  Martinka  & Co.,  the 
longest-running  magic 
company  in  America.  He 
worked  until  his  death  in 
1926  on  Halloween,  due  to 
complications  from  acute 
appendicitis.  It  is  unknown 
whether  his  sickness  was 
caused  by  the  harm  of  his 
occupation  or  poisoning 
by  his  rivals. 


filcts  courtesy  of  imdbrom 


facts  courtesy  ofhistorycom 


facts  couruss  of  hiofrapkycom 


Book  Review:  A little  bit  of  trick  mixed  with  a whole  lot  of  treats 


Sandra  Soffen 
Voice  Reporter 


I used  to  think 
there  was  nothing  like 
reading  a book  until 
I realized  you  could 
read  a book  and  enjoy 
delicious  recipes  within 
the  same  pages. 

The  Hannah 
Swenson  Mysteries  are 
a long  series  of  books 
with  romance,  mystery 
and  murders  that  offer 
this  unique  feature. 

Not  only  will 
the  recipes  keep  your 
mouth  watering,  but 


the  plot  win  keep  you 
turning  pages  for  hours. 
Currently,  the  series  is 
fourteen  books  long,  but 
there  are  plenty  more  to 
come. 

The  first  book  in 
the  series,  “Chocolate 
Chip  Cookie  Murder”, 
by  Joanne  Fluke, 
introduces  you  to 
Hannah  and  her  town  of 
Lake  Eden,  Minnesota. 

Hannah  has 
returned  home  to  Lake 
Eden  and  opened  a shop 
called  The  Cookie  Jar. 

Hannah  spends  her 
time  baking  for  her  shop 
and,  amazingly  enough; 
Fluke  gives  you  one  of 


3^9  roff  nuts 


JOANNE 

» ! Fluke 


CHOCOLATE 
CHIP  COOKIE 
MURDERS 


photo  by  images, 
betterworldbooks . 

com 

her  recipes  at  the  end  of 
each  chapter. 

If  amazing  recipes 


weren’t  enough.  Fluke 
also  gives  us  an  amazing 
plot. 

Hannah  has 
reached  a point  in  her 
life  where  she  has  made 
some  major  changes , but 
is  quite  content  with  the 
new  paths  in  her  Ufe. 

As  her  mother 
pressures  her  to  get 
married  and  her  sisters 
worry  she  is  running 
herself  ragged,  Hannah 
embarks  on  a journey 
she  never  expected. 

One  morning 
driving  to  The  Cookie 
Jar,  Hannah  finds  a 
dead  body  found  on  the 
ground  lying  next  to 


a bag  of  her  chocolate 
chip  cookies. 

Hannah  feels 
connected  to  this  murder 
and  decides  she  is  going 
to  find  out  just  what 
happened. 

This  discovery  is 
the  pivotal  moment  that 
jumpstarts  Hannah’s 
action  packed  life. 

As  the  series 
moves  on , Hannah  hones 
her  detective  skills,  falls 
for  a few  different  men, 
and  picks  up  more  and 
more  business  for  The 
Cookie  Jar. 

This  series  allows 
you  to  fall  in  love  with 
Hannah,  her  lovable  cat 


Moishe,  her  two  sisters 
Andrea  and  Michelle, 
her  nagging  mother 
Delores,  her  amazing 
assistant  Lisa,  and  so 
many  more  characters. 

Lake  Eden 

becomes  a second  home 
to  you. 

If  you  are  a 
lover  of  treats  and  can 
handle  a few  tricks 
along  the  way,  then  I 
strongly  suggest  reading 
“Chocolate  Chip  Cookie 
Murder”. 

From  there  you 
won’t  be  able  to  stop 
reading,  and  you  may 
even  try  a recipe  or 
two. 
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MTG’s  Urinetown:  “Urine”  for  a treat 


A&E 

Quick  Info 


Top  10  Halloween  Songs 

1 . Bobby  Pickett  - The 
Monster  Mash 

2.  DJ  Jazzy  Jeff  - Night- 
mare on  My  Street 

3.  Michael  Jackson- 
Thriller 

4.  Mike  Oldfield  - 
Tubular  Bells  Pt.  1 

5.  Rocky  Horror  Picture 
Show  Soundtrack  - The 
Time  Warp 

6.  Matt  and  Kim,  Soulja 
Boy,  and  Andrew  W.K. 

- I’m  a Goner 

7.  Squirrel  Nut  Zippers 
-Hell 

8.  Talking  Heads  - Psycho 
Killer 

9.  The  Who  - Boris  the 
Spider 

10.  White  Zombie  - I’m 
Your  Boogieman 


Top  10  Halloween 
Movies 

1 . Halloween 

2.  The  Exorcist 

3.  Friday  the  13  th 

4.  Alien 

5. TheHy 

6.  The  Omen 

7.  Texas  Chainsaw 
Massacre 

8.  Pyscho 

9.  The  Shining 

10.  Nightmare  on  Elm 
Street 


Top  7 Halloween  TV 
Movies 

1 . The  Great  Pumpkin, 
Charlie  Brown 

2.  HaUoweentown 

3.  Casper 

4.  Hocus  Pocus 

5.  Addams  Family 

6.  Double,  Double,  Toil 
and  Trouble 

7.  Tower  of  Terror 


Matt  Jardin 

Voice  Reporter 

This  weekend  The 
Musical  Theatre  Guild  will  be 
performing  Urinetown. 

Urinetown  is  a show 
about  a town  that  is  running  low 
on  water  and  the  people  need  to 
pay  to  pee.  The  rich  get  richer 
and  the  poor  struggle  to  meet 
the  call  of  nature.  When  the 
poor  rise  up  the  audience  is  left 
wondering  which  group  is  right 
and  which  is  wrong. 

Christopher  Holmes 
who  is  directing  the  play  along 
with  Barrett  Tamaren-Leddy, 
said,  “1  think  the  audience  will 
get  a kick  out  of  the  original 
characters  and  in-your-face 
humor.”  He  also  said,  “the  show 
is  also  very  relevant  to  what  is 
going  on  in  our  country  today, 
with  occupy  Wall  Street.  The 
audience  will  be  able  to  relate 
to  (the  show)  easily.” 

Some  of  the  production 
staff  include,  the  Musical 
directors  Alison  Delphia  and 


Matt  Ellis 

Voice  Reporter 


Birthed  from  the  cafes 
and  clubs  of  Chicago,  Poetry 
Slams  have  been  a format  of 
competitive  artistic  expression 
since  the  early  1980s. 

Over  the  past  30  years 
these  competitions  have  spread 
around  the  world. 

Now  they  are  not  only 
found  in  populated  cities. 

~ They’ve  made  their 
way  onto  college  campuses. 

Westfield  State 
University  has  picked  up  the 
phenomenon. 

Though  the  history  of 
Poetry  Slams  here  at  WSU  goes 
back  more  than  half  a decade  to 
when  poetry  professor  Stephen 
Sossaman  ran  them,  the  events 


Shelby  Came,  Libby  Boland 
the  choreographer,  and  stage 
managers  Nicole  Giles  and 
Wilson  Belbin. 

In  the  musical,  there  is 
a strange  back  and  forth  between 
the  show,  and  2two  characters 
“breaking  the  fourth  wall,”  and 
talking  about  the  show  as  it  goes 
on.  Lockstock  (Brian  Cipoletta) 
and  Sally  (Beth  Teague)  take 
their  characters  out  of  scenes 
and  talk  to  each  other  and  the 
audience. 


got  a recent  makeover. 

After  a year  hiatus  due 
to  Sossaman ’s  absence  four 
years  ago,  the  slams  started 
back  up  thanks  to  student 
persistence. 

After  two  semesters 
slam-free,  students  petitioned 
Leah  Nielsen,  the  new  poetry 
professor  at  WSU,  to  revive 
them. 

With  the  English 

Department  sponsoring  the 
events,  she  got  the  ball  rolling, 
but  she  still  admits  she  “had  to 
study  up  on  them”  and  learn 
the  history  of  this  form  of 
poetry. 

After  learning  of 

their  urban  and  inner-city 

roots  however,  she  felt  that 
the  English  Department 

sponsorship  institutionalized 
the  urban-based  competitions, 
so  she  reached  out  to  the  Urban 


The  show  features 
many  talented  WSU  students. 
Appearing  in  some  lead  roles 
are  Dan  Monopoli  as  Bobby 
Strong,  and  Tessa  Newell  as 
Hope,"  Stephan  Castro-Barboza 
as  Barrel,  and  Tyrell  Pyatt  as 
Mr.  Caldwell. 

Katie  Morrissey  a first 
timer  in  MTG  said”  The  talent  is 
awesome  we  have  great  voices 
and  amazing  dancers.” 

Urinetown  first 

hit  Broadway  in  September 


Education  Department  for  help 
with  incorporating  diversity 
into  the  events. 

More  students  got 
involved. 

There  were  even 
students  who  had  previously 
been  schooled  in  the  style. 

Nielsen,  with  the  help 
of  students  like  Alan-Michael 
Chest  and  Meaghan  Brennan 
(former  co-presidents)  among 
others,  finally  got  an  idea  of 
how  the  events  should  be  run. 

The  Slams  are 
performed  in  a tier-style 
competition;  the  top  scorers  of 
each  round  advance  towards 
the  finals. 

Scoring  is  dependent 
uf>on  situation  but  generally 
performers  are  scored  by  five 
judges  from  zero  to  ten. 

The  highest  and 
lowest  scores  are  dropped. 


Photo  by  kelseyatmccc.org 

2001.  It  was  produced  by  the 
Araca  Group,  and  Dodger 
Theatricals  in  association  with 
TheaterDreams  inc. 

You  can  se  Urinetown 
October  2T,  28*  and  29*  at 
7:30pm,  and  Saturday  October 
29*  at  2pm  in  Dever  Auditorium. 
Admission  is  $4  for  students, 
alumni,  and  seniors,  and  $6  for 
general  admission. 

Come  see  Urinetown 
presented  by  the  Musical 
Theatre  Guild,  Urine  for  a treat. 


giving  the  performers  results 
between  zero  and  30. 

In  order  to  calibrate 
the  judging  scores,  there  is  a 
“sacrificial  poet”  who  slams 
before  the  competitors  go  on. 

Last  year  I was  not  a 
part  of  the  Slam  Team  but  was 
fortunately  allowed  to  be  the 
sacrificial  poet. 

This  year  things  have 
changed,  though. 

Along  with  Rachel 
Lareau,  co-captain  of  the 
Poetry  Club,  I am  hosting  a 
Slam  early  next  month. 

On  November  4th, 
from  7-9  PM  in  Scanlon 
Living  Room  there  will  be 
refreshments  and  prizes  for 
winners  of  the  competition. 

Please  consider 
checking  out  a night  of  passion 
and  slamming,  food  and 
friendly  people. 


Slam-O-Gram:  A message  to  campus  poets 
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Quidditch  the  newest  sweeping  sensation  at  Westfield  State 


Alexandra  Davy 
Voice  Reporter 


On  Saturday,  October 
22,  the  newly  formed  Westfield 
State  University  club  Qudditch 
team  participated  in  its  first  ever 
tournament.  Though  the  players 
may  not  soar  around  in  the  air 
like  in  the  Harry  Potter  series 
by  J.K.  Rowling,  the  action  is 
just  as  intense  with  many  of  the 
same  rules. 

“The  response  to  the 
new  team  has  been  almost  over- 
whelming,” says  team  co-cap- 
tain Corinne  Glennie,  a senior 
at  WSU.  “We’ve  been  working 
really  hard  to  get  us  ‘off  the 
ground’  and  finally  we’ve  man- 
aged to  do  Just  that.” 

Much  like  in  the  book 
series,  Qudditch  is  played  with 
teams  running  around  with 
broomsticks  between  their  legs, 
and  with  only  one  hand  allowed 
to  pass  the  Quaffle  (the  point 
scoring  volleyball)  and  the 
Bludgers  (three  kick  balls  used 
to  “stun”  the  other  teams’  mem- 
bers). On  the  field  at  one  time 
are  three  Chasers  who  try  to  get 
the  Quaffle  through  the  oppos- 
ing teams’  three  hoops  set  up 
at  the  opposite  end  of  the  field. 
There  are  also  two  Beaters,  who 
use  the  Bludgers  to  stop  oppo- 
site team  members  from  getting 
very  far  with  the  Quaffle. 

When  hit  with  a 
Bludger,  the  player  has  to  stop 
whatever  they  are  doing  (in- 
cluding dropping  the  Quaffle  if 
they  have  it)  and  dismount  their 
broom,  running  back  to  their 
team’s  goal  posts  and  circling 
before  they  can  resume  play. 
This  is  meant  to  simulate  fall- 
ing off  one’s  broom. 

Beaters  can  also  use 
the  Bludgers  to  defend  their 
Chasers  or  Seekers  as  they  run 
around  the  field  trying  to  get 
points.  Around  the  goal  post 
hovers  the  Keeper,  who  acts  as 
a goalie  and  tries  to  keep  the 
opposing  team  from  scoring 
on  their  hoops.  The  Keeper  can 


also  run  into  the  field  and  act  as 
a fourth  Chaser,  but  this  leaves 
the  goal  vulnerable  and  is  not 
usually  a favored  task. 

The  Snitch  in  this 


Muggle  version  of  the  game 
is  not  a small  golden  ball  with 
wings  but  instead  a person  from 
a team  that  is  not  playing  who 
dresses  all  in  yellow. 

A yellow  sock  with 
a tennis  ball  hangs  out  of  their 
back  pocket  and  that  is  the  item 
that  the  Seekers  go  for.  Other 
than  the  Snitch,  the  Seekers 
mostly  get  to  sit  back  and  call 
warnings  to  their  teammates. 
But  the  Seeker  is  by  no  way  the 
easiest  position  on  the  team. 

You  see,  the  Snitch 
has  next  to  no  rules  as  to  what 
it  must  do,  other  than  keep  the 
players  from  catching  the  ten- 
nis ball.  Other  teams’  Snitches 
who  are  not  playing  can  come 
on  from  off  the  field  to  distract 
or  even  attack  the  Seeker  when 
the  true  Snitch  appears. 

Released  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  game  when  no  one 
is  looking,  the  Snitch  doesn’t 
return  to  the  field  until  10  or 
15  minutes  into  the  game,  and 
when  it  does  it  is  rarely  ever  in 
a conventional  manner. 

There  have  been  re- 
ports of  Snitches  on  bicycles, 
skateboards  and  roller  blades  in 
other  games.  If  the  Snitch  needs 


a break,  he  or  she  gets  one,  and 
the  Seeker  must  wait.  If  the 
Snitch  falls  down,  the  Seeker 
must  give  them  a minute  to  get 
up  and  get  moving  again. 


On  Saturday,  one  of 
the  Snitches  appeared  on  the 
roof  of  a nearby  building,  teas- 
ing the  Seekers  in  a yellow  tutu. 
The  Snitch  is  definitely  the  co- 
medic aspect  to  the  game. 

Not  all  of  the  Westfield 
team  members,  around  20  in  to- 
tal, were  able  to  go  on  the  trip  to 
UMass  Amherst  this  past  week- 
end, but  the  12  students  who 
did  played  their  first  game  as 
the  Westfield  State  University 
Owls.  Rotating  with  seven  play- 
ers on  the  field  at  a time.  West- 
field  faced  well  known  Quid- 
ditch  schools  including  Boston 
University,  Emerson  College 
and  UMass  Amherst. 

Unfortunately,  West- 
field’s uniforms  were  not  in 
yet,  so  the  Owls  had  to  make 
do  with  blue  Super  Fan  t-shirts. 
The  field  was  muddy  and  slip- 
pery and  the  weather  was  cold, 
but  for  their  first  game  Westfield 
made  quite  an  impact. 

The  first  three  games 
Westfield  played  against  the 
other  teams  were  incredibly 
thrilling  to  watch,  and  though 
Westfield  was  unable  to  score 
a single  goal,  aU  the  other 
well-experienced  and  practiced 


teams  were  impressed  with  how 
well  the  Owls  worked  together 
to  move  the  Quaffle  across 
the  field,  tackle  out  opposing 
team  members,  effectively  use 


the  Bludgers  against  the  other 
team  and  the  team’s  persistence 
despite  the  slippery  and  wet 
conditions.  One  of  Westfield’s 
Seekers,  sophomore  Wilson 
Belbin,  even  got  called  to  the 
announcer’s  podium  in  the  first 
game  to  commemorate  his  in- 
tense dedication  to  trying  to 
catch  the  particularly  illusive 
Snitch. 

The  first  three  games 
were  just  for  warming  up  and 
feeling  out  the  other  teams 
though,  and  soon  the  tourna- 
ment started,  beginning  with  the 
two  first  place  teams,  Emerson 
and  Boston  University,  facing 
each  other.  The  match  was  as 
intense  as  a Super  Bowl  game 
and  Boston  University  rolled 
(literally)  into  first  by  ten  points 
when  their  Seeker  caught  the 
Snitch  for  30  points. 

Then  came  Westfield’s 
turn  to  battle  UMass  Amherst 
for  third  place.  The  players  took 
the  field  tired,  sore  and  covered 
with  mud,  but  stUl  buzzing  with 
excitement  for  the  game. 

Senior  co-captains 
Corinne  Glennie  and  Katelyn 
Anderstrom  took  the  field  as 
Seeker  and  Chaser  respectively 


and  the  teams  launched  into  the 
final  game  of  the  day. 

Thanks  to  freshman 
Jim  Madigan,  Westfield  Univer- 
sity scored  its  first  ever  goal  in  a 
formal  match. 

The  final  score  of  the 
game  was  80-10  (each  goal  be- 
ing 10  points),  and  despite  Glen- 
nie’s intense  pursuit  of  a much 
larger  and  stronger  Snitch,  it 
was  UMass  who  got  the  final  30 
points  by  catching  the  Snitch. 

Despite  having  lost, 
it  was  Westfield  who  was  cel- 
ebrated, not  UMass,  for  having 
gotten  its  first  ever  goal.  Instead 
of  high  living  at  the  end  of  the 
final  game,  UMass  Amherst 
initiated  a massive  group  hug, 
which  was  quickly  joined  by 
the  other  two  teams  as  well  - a 
fitting  end  to  a great  day. 

For  students  interested 
in  joining  the  Quidditch  team, 
practices  are  held  Tuesdays,  Fri- 
days and  Sundays  at  4:00  p.m. 
in  Stanley  Park.  Contact  Kate  or 
Cori,  or  join  the  Westfield  State 
U Quidditch  Facebook  group. 

There  is  a $10  due  to 
join,  and  you  must  attend  at 
least  one  practice  a week,  but 
all  three  are  preferred. 

Banacos  race 
to  be  held  in 
November 

The  33rd  annual  James 
Banacos  10  K (6.2  miles) 
Road  Race  will  be  held  on 
Sunday,  November  20,  at 
11:00  a.m.  at  Westfield 
State  University. 

Registration  is 

from  9:45  to  race 
time  at  the  Woodward 
Center  (athletics  field 
house). 

The  registration  fee 
is  $8  for  Westfield  State 
students  and  $20  for  all 
others.  Official  t-shirts 
will  be  given  to  the  first  50 
runners. 

Contact  Lou  Ann 
Simchak  at  413-572-5417 
for  more  information. 


Members  of  the  Westfield  Quidditch  club  team  traveled  to  UMass  last  Saturday. 
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Westfield  football  loses  to  Framingham  as  late  rally  falls  short 


lyier  Morissette 

Voice  Reporter 

After  securing  a victory 
two  weeks  ago  in  the  final 
seconds  of  the  game  against  the 
Coast  Guard,  the  Westfield  State 
Owls  had  another  opportunity 
this  week  to  do  the  same. 

Unfortunately,  luck  did 
not  go  the  Owls’  way  again  and 
their  late  comeback  was  halted 
after  the  Rams  of  Framingham 
State  stopped  Westfield  on 
fourth  down  with  28  seconds 
left  in  the  game. 

Linebacker  James 
Muirhead  sacked  Westfield 
quarterback  Tyler  Dow  on 
Westfield’s  last  offensive  play 
to  seal  a 27-24  Framingham 
victory. 

Coming  into  the  game, 
the  Owls  knew  that  they  had 
to  contain  the  Rams’  offense 
led  by  sophomore  running 
back  Melikke  Van  Alstyne, 
who  previously  had  run  for 
over  1100  yards  this  year 
and  had  six  100-yard  rushing 
performances. 


On  this  Saturday,  he 
was  able  to  make  it  seven  as 
Westfield’s  defense  allowed 
Alstyne  to  rush  for  114  yards 
and  one  touchdown. 

Also  helping  the  Rams 
offensively  was  the  arm  of 
quarterback  Dino  Mancinelli, 
who  threw  for  274  yards 
and  three  scores,  with  two  of 
those  score  going  to  his  favorite 
target  James  McCarthy,  who 
caught  seven  balls  for  185 
yards. 

Westfield’s  offense 
seemed  once  again  to  be  finding 
a good  rhythm  throwing  the 
ball  as  quarterback  lyier  Dow 
was  20-36  for  256  yards  and 
one  score  but  had  two  costly 
interceptions. 

Helping  Dow  was 
Kevin  Parnell,  who  caught 
seven  balls  for  100  yards, 
in  addition  to  his  104  yards 
returning  kicks. 

However,  Parnell’s 
effort  could  not  save  Dow,  who 
faced  heavy  pressure  throughout 
the  game  and  was  sacked  six 
times,  something  that  Coach 
Marino  should  not  be  happy 


about. 

The  running  game  that 
seemed  to  improve  over  the  last 
couple  of  weeks  reverted  back 
to  their  old  struggling  ways, 
as  the  Owls  were  only  able  to 
accumulate  85  rushing  yards,  60 
of  them  coming  from  Michael 
Mercadante  who  also  had  one 
score  on  the  day. 

After  taking  a 17-13 
lead  into  halftime  thanks  to 
touchdown  runs  by  Mercadante 
and  Justin  Karatt,  the  Owls 
were  very  confident  that  they 
could  pull  off  the  big  victory  on 
the  road. 

The  action  seemed 
to  really  pick  up  in  the  fourth 
quarter  when  Dow  threw 
interceptions  on  the  first 
two  drives  of  the  quarter  for 
Westfield,  allowing  the  Rams 
to  kill  some  clock  and  maintain 
their  27-17  lead. 

But  after  that,  the 
Owls’  defense  stepped  up  and 
ended  Framingham’s  drive  on 
the  Owls  four  yard  line. 

After  almost  throwing 
a third  interception  that  was 
eventually  wiped  out  because  of 


a penalty,  Dow  took  advantage 
and  led  Westfield  down  the  field 
to  hit  a wide  open  Kevin  Nicol 
for  28  yards  for  the  score. 


photo  by  Fatdogfotos. 
smugmug.com 
Westfield’s  Kevin  Parnell 


Westfield  had  one 
final  opportunity  after  a crucial 


fumble  by  the  Rams  on  the  Owls 
43  yard  line,  but  the  offense 
could  not  take  advantage  and 
the  game  ended.  With  the  loss, 
the  Owls  now  fall  to  3-5  while 
the  Rams  go  to  6-2. 

The  Owls  play  their 
final  home  game  of  the  season 
on  Saturday  against  Mass 
Maritime  Buccaneers  at  2:00  at 
Alumni  Field. 

It  will  be  Senior 
Day,  so  the  Owls  will  want  to 
give  their  seniors  a win  as  they 
play  their  last  career  game  at 
home. 

The  Buccaneers  come 
into  this  game  with  a 5-2  record 
and  have  a very  stout  defense 
led  by  Walter  Butler  who  has 
48  tackles,  three  sacks  and  has 
forced  six  turnovers  on  the 
year. 

The  secondary  is  also 
very  strong  as  Eddy  Ramos 
leads  the  team  with  four 
interceptions. 

Westfield’s  offensive 
line  needs  to  play  better  and 
give  Dow  more  time  to  make 
throws  to  his  open  wide 
receivers. 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  8 to 
westfieldvoicesports  @ yahoo  .com 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  October  30. 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  winner. 

Good  luck! 


Week  8 Games 

Rob 

Donoghue 

Joey 

Cooper 

Matt 

Jardin 

Steve 

Kligerman 

lyier 

Morissette 

Arizona  @ Baltimore 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

Minnesota  @ Carolina 

CAR 

CAR 

CAR 

CAR 

MIN 

Jacksonville  @ Houston 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

Miami  @ N.Y.  Giants 

NYG 

NYG 

NYG 

NYG 

NYG 

New  Orleans  @ St.  Louis 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Indianapolis  @ Tennessee 

TEN 

TEN 

TEN 

TEN 

TEN 

Detroit  @ Denver 

DET 

DET 

DET 

DET 

DET 

Washington  @ Buffalo 

BUF 

BUF 

BUF 

BUF 

BUF 

Cincinnati  @ Seattle 

SEA 

CIN 

CIN 

CIN 

SEA 

Cleveland  @ San  Francisco 

SF 

SF 

CLE 

SF 

CLE 

New  England  @ Pittsburgh 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

Dallas  @ Philadelphia 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

DAL 

San  Diego  @ Kansas  City 

SD 

SD 

SD 

KC 

SD 

Last  Week 

9-4 

10-3 

7-6 

7-6 

7-6 

Season  Record 

62-25 

62-25 

56-31 

60-27 

55-32 

Bye  Teams:  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Green  Bay,  N.Y.  Jets,  Oakland  and  Tampa  Bay 
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Ramblings  from 

the  Sports  Nest 

By:  Rob  Donoghue 

Sports  Editor 

Man,  I should  really 
stop  making  college  football 
predictions,  because  I’m  pretty 
sure  who  I ever  I write  about 
in  this  column  is  automatically 
jinxed. 

A couple  of  weeks 
ago  I raved  about  undefeated 
Baylor’s  Robert  Griffin  III, 
but  since  that  time  Baylor  has 
lost  two  of  its  three  games  and 
Griffin  has  actually  thrown  two 
interceptions.  Despite  his  great 
overall  season,  Griffin’s  name 
has  been  nearly  eliminated  from 
Heisman  consideration. 

Last  week  I reiterated 
my  earlier  prediction  that  my 
dark  horse  team  the  Wisconsin 
Badgers  looked  ready  for  a 


Attending  sporting 
events  in  person  is  an  experience 
like  no  other.  You  cannot  put 
a price  on  going  to  your  first 
baseball  game  as  a kid.  These 
are  the  memories  that  you  will 
remember  for  the  remainder  of 
your  life. 

Fans  are  well  aware 
of  this  as  there  is  no  price  tag 
to  keep  the  diehard  fans  away 
from  the  stadium.  The  Green 
Bay  Packers  and  Pittsburgh 
Steelers  both  have  waiting  lists 
for  season  tickets  containing 
over  86,000  names.  The  newest 
names  added  to  this  list  may 
have  to  wait  up  to  955  years. 

Teams’  success  rates 
increase  dramatically  at  home 
due  to  the  sold  out  crowds  seen 
in  the  NFL  week  after  week. 
Fans  are  more  than  aware  that 
punching  their  ticket  to  the  next 
game  collectively  can  help  their 
firanchise  pull  down  wins. 

Tom  Brady  and  the 
New  England  Patriots  have  seen 
the  positive  effects  of  a strong 
fan  base.  The  Patriots  with  Tom 
Brady  under  center  haven’t  lost 


national  title  appearance  and 
weren’t  getting  the  national 
attention  they  deserved.  The 
Badgers  promptly  went  into 
Michigan  State  for  their  first 
road  test  of  the  season  and  lost 
the  game  on  last  second  Hail 
Mary  player. 

Russell  Wilson  had 
his  worst  game  of  the  year 
(although  it  still  wasn’t  all  that 
terrible)  and  the  Badgers  hopes 
of  a national  championship 
ended. 

Who  am  I going 
to  jinx  this  week?  It’s  the 
Clemson  Tigers  that  have  to 
start  worrying.  Clemson  is  in 
a great  position  following  the 
Wisconsin  loss.  Ranked  fifth  in 


at  home  in  the  regular  season 
since  2006!  As  a fan  attending 
your  team’s  games,  this  gives 
you  some  sense  of  self  worth 
that^oing  to  these  games  makes 
a difference  in  the  outcome  of 
these  games. 

Diehard  fans  in 
every  sport  do  not  need  to 
see  every  game  in  the  league 
each  week.  They  long  to 
see  their  team  in  action.  If 
you’re  at  your  team’s  game  in 
person,  that  is  all  that  matters. 
Watching  your  fantasy  teams 
game  cast  is  nowhere  near  as 
enjoyable. 

Viewing  your  player’s 
statistics  next  to  their  picture 
on  the  computer  screen  is  one 
of  the  last  ways  people  want  to 
spend  their  weekends. 

Tailgating  is  another 
part  of  sports  that  makes  going 
to  the  games  an  excellent 
experience.  Meeting  other 
diehard  fans  and  eating  good 
food  outside  the  stadium  is  an 
underrated  aspect  of  getting  the 
complete  feel  of  attending  a 
professional  sporting  event. 


the  BCS  standings,  the  Tigers 
play  three  of  their  final  four 
games  on  the  road  and  will  be 
tested  late  in  the  season  with  a 
matchup  at  South  Carolina. 

But  with  the  LSU- 
Alabama  game  a week  away 
and  Oklahoma  State  facing  a 
much  tougher  schedule  down 
the  stretch,  Clemson  has  a great 
chance  to  run  the  table  and 
sneak  into  the  BCS  title  game. 

Does  that  mean 
Clemson  is  screwed  and  will 
lose  tomorrow  night  at  Georgia 
Tech.  Probably.  Sorry  Clemson 
fans,  blame  my  unlucky  college 
football  predictions  when  the 
Tigers  lose. 

Speaking  of  bad  luck,  I 


Joey  Cooper 


VS. 


Tyler  Morissette 


may  have  had  the  worst  week  in 
the  history  of  fantasy  football. 
Arian  Foster,  who  went  absolute 
beast  mode,  singlehandedly 
scored  about  all  of  my  team’s 
points.  It’s  great  that  he  had 
an  amazing  day,  but  the  rest  of 
my  team  was  an  absolute  train 
wreck. 

My  other  two  running 
backs,  Darren  McFadden  and 
Beanie  Wells,  both  got  injured 
early  in  the  game.  One  of  my 
two  wide  receivers,  Santana 
Moss,  also  got  injured  after  just 
two  catches. 

To  make  matters 
worse,  I had  rookie  running 
back  DeMarco  Murray  and  his 
30+  fantasy  points  sitting  on  my 


Joey,  it’s  time  to  look 
at  the  world  around  us  my 
friend.  The  recession  affected 
sports  fans  as  well.  Fans  are  not 
going  to  spend  money  on  going 
to  games  when  they  can  get  an 
equal  or  even  better  experience 
watching  the  game  at  home. 

Baseball’s  attendance 
is  down  this  season.  NFL 
attendance  has  fallen  each 
season  since  2007,  and  in  the 
NBA,  teams  are  losing  money 
left  and  right  - 22  of  the  30  teams 
claim  to  be  losing  money. 

That  is  because  fans 
are  not  going  to  the  games,  and 
frankly  I agree  with  them.  Joey, 
how  can  you  not  be  in  favor  of 
watching  the  game  at  home  for 
people  who  have  big  televisions 
in  their  living  room? 

Yes,  I know  that  going 
to  a live  event  is  cool  and  all, 
but  you  know  you  also  have 
to  get  there.  You  are  spending 
money  on  the  tickets,  compared 
to  watching  it  for  free  at  home. 
At  any  arena,  you  are  paying 
for  parking,  waiting  in  line  for 
concessions  and  waiting  to  use 


bench.  It  was  an  ugly  Sunday. 

The  ugly  NBA  labor 
discussions  continue  to  go 
nowhere  and  have  reached  a , 
point  where  I really  doubt  we’U  , 
have  any  Christmas  Day  games 
this  year. 

Maybe  the  league  will 
play  a shortened  season  starting 
in  February  - heck,  most  fans 
seem  to  only  care  about  the 
playoffs  anyways  - or  maybe 
there  won’t  be  a season  at  all. 
But  it’s  the  end  of  October  and 
no  progress  has  been  made. 

Well  I’m  out  of  room 
but  thanks  for  reading  boys 
and  girls.  Have  a fun  and  safe 
Halloween  weekend  and  enjoy 
this  beautiful  fall  weather. 


the  bathroom. 

Also,  at  breaks  in  the 
game  you  get  entertainment, 
but  at  home  during  timeouts 
and  you  could  switch  to  another 
game,  (like  the  redzone  channel 
for  the  NFL)  check  your  team’s 
fantasy  stats  and  even  consider 
this:  talk  to  your  family. 

At  the  stadium,  you 
watch  the  game  from  one 
vantage  point:  yours.  At  home, 
you  watch  plays  and  replays 
from  an  array  of  angles.  And  as 
long  as  TVs  are  getting  bigger 
and  sharper,  this  does  not  figure 
to  change.  Times  are  changing 
and  owners  who  are  building 
these  extravagant  stadiums  need  J 
to  adapt  to  the  times.  I 

By  adding  more  of  :! 
the  comforts  of  home,  whether 
that’s  softer  seats,  or  Wi- 
Fi access  or  reducing  ticket 
prices,  more  fans  will  come  to 
the  games.  Nevertheless,  until 
that  time  comes  1 am  more 
than  comfortable  staying  at 
home  watching  the  game  rather 
than  going  to  the  stadium  and  ; 
watching  it. 


^Voice  Sports  Reporters  Debate:  Watch  in  person  or  on  TV? 


The  Westfield  Voice 


GamesLeisure 


11 


7| 

4 L I 

8 

4 

9 

1 

9 

6 

1 ! 

6 

1 

7 

9 1 

9 

I 

2 

4 

1 

6 

5 7 

9 ; 

7 

8 

2 

1 

3 

7 

I 

2 4 

Daily  SuDoku;  Mon  24-Oct-201 1 hard 


Halloween 


Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Your  thoughts  are  bound 
to  be  a little  scattered  this 
week,  and  others  could  end 
up  misunderstanding  your 
intentions  if  you’re  not 
careful. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 
21) 

You  need  to  make  sure  that 
your  intentions  are  clearly 
understood  this  week.  If  other 
people  misinterpret  your  words 
or  actions,  you  could  wind  up 
being  blamed  /or  something 
that’s  not  your  fault. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
A lot  of  people  will  have  their 
eyes  on  you  right  now,  so  be 
sure  that  you  give  your  very 
best  to  everything  you  do.  Just 
be  careful  that  you  don’t  end 
up  over-extending  yourself 
and  trying  to  do  too  much. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 

Even  if  you  seem  pretty 
confident  right  now,  there  are 
still  bound  to  be  a few  worries 
and  fears  that’ll  be  weighing 
on  your  mind.  And  you  should 
really  think  about  sharing  some 
of  your  doubts  with  someone 
close  to  you. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  certain 
financial  issues  leave  you 
feeling  a little  confused  this 
week.  Just  realize  that  things 
will  eventually  end  up  sorting 
themselves  out  before  long. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

A few  partnership  issues  will 
be  weighing  on  your  mind.  And 
even  if  you  seem  to  be  making 
some  progress  with  business 
and  personal  relationships,  you 
still  won’t  be  entirely  certain 
where  everything  stands  right 
now. 


Taurus 

(AprU  21  - May  21) 

You  can  accomplish  a lot  if 
you  just  keep  your  eye  on  your 
most  important  goals  and  try  to 
move  things  forward  any  way 
you  can.  Regardless  of  any 
obstacles  you’ll  be  facing,  you 
should  be  able  to  make  some 
real  progress. 

Gemini 

(May  22  - June  21) 

You’ll  really  be  on  the  go 
this  week,  and  some  financial 
opportunities  should  be 
coming  into  focus  for  you 
as  well.  If  you  don’t  watch 
yourself,  p)eople  won’t  always 
appreciate  the  way  you  go 
about  expressing  yourself. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  you  end 
up  feeling  a little  restless  or 
irritable  this  week.  Just  be 
ready  to  have  to  deal  with 
a variety  of  different  issues 
around  the  house  right  now. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

You’ll  be  eager  to  start  making 
some  real  changes  when  it 
comes  to  your  work  situation. 
But  if  some  things  aren’t 
entirely  clear,  the  time  to 
leap  into  action  may  not  have 
arrived  for  you  just  yet. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’ll  be  called  upon  to  be 
a little  more  flexible  and 
adaptable  than  usual  this 
week.  So  just  be  careful  that 
you  don’t  allow  yourself  to 
become  too  rigid. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 

If  some  personal  issues  have 
seemed  a bit  unsettled  for  a 
while  now,  you  should  have 
the  chance  to  make  some  fresh 
starts. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 
com 
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S V A M P I R 
L N R E T N A 
U B C B N G R 

0 G A K C O F 
H O N C T I T 
G B □ I NO  I 
W L L T N K M 

1 I E S P E U 
T N M M K L T 
C S U O A U O 
H P M O F O L 
E R M R N A R 
S P Y B M A E 
L E T A C K C 
G H O S T S S 


E Z O M B I E B 

LOKCAJ  YO 
AVEYARDE 
F I N D A W N M 

NKRCFEAU 
EASUGRCT 
CLL  AWEYS 
BLEOMWRO 
MSRKBOEC 
HCTA  SLTS 
EGTOOFEE 
L S I H N P M L 

RCSRGEEP 
A L B S F I C P 

RED  I P S N A 


APPLES 
BATS 
BLACK  CAT 
BROOMSTICK 
CANDLE 
CANDY 
CEMETERY 
COFFIN 
COSTUME 
DRACULA 
FRIGHTENING 


FULL  MOON 
GHOSTS 
GHOULS 
GOBLINS 
GRAVEYARD 
JACK  O LAN- 
TERN 
MASK 
MUMMY 
NIGHT 
PUMPKIN 


SCARECROW 

SCARY 

SCREAM 

SKELETON 

SKULL 

SPIDERS 

TOMBSTONE 

VAMPIRE 

WEREWOLF 

WITCHES 

ZOMBIE 


IC)  Dally  Suckioj  Lid  aoi  1 . All  'Ights  reser.«d. 
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Tommy  D’s 

Complimentary  Wing 
Mondays! 


Drinks: 

Bud  and  Bud  Light  Bottles:  $2.75 
Butterball  Shots:  $4.00 
Creamsicle:  $4.00 
Fruit  Punch  Shots:  $3.75 
Coruba  Booba:  $4.00 
Pumpkin  Pie  Beer:  $4.50 


Annual  Halloween/ Alumni  Bash! 


October  27-29 
Be  there! 


STGMATAUDF.T.TA 

LEAF  RAKING 

‘‘Everyone  must  take  time  to  sit  and  watch  the 
leaves  turn” 

~Elizabeth  Lawrence 

Once  again  the  tedious  chore  of  raking  your  lawn 
comes  around.  But  it  doesn’t  have  to  be  that  way! 
Sigma  Tau  Delta  (the  English  Honor  Society)  wants 
to  help  you  out! 

The  Members  of  Sigma  Tau  Delta  will  rake  your 
lawn  as  part  of  a fundraiser  to  attend  our  annual 
convention,  held  in  New  Orleans.  Prices  are 
negotiated  based  on  lawn  size. 

If  you  live  in  Westfield  or  the  surrounding  area. 

E-mail  or  call  Amanda  Hebson  at 
Ahebson5600@w sc  jna.edu,  (774)272-0874  or  call  Professor 
Brewster  at  ext.  5332  and  leave  your  name,  address,  and  phone 
number  where  you  can  be  reached. 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Hours  Of 

Operation 

Dunkin’  Donuts 

1 

Bookstore 

Library 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 

8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

Friday 

Friday 

Wednesday 

8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

Saturday  & Sunday 

Friday 

10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 

10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Sunday 

Saturday 

1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Pandini’s 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Everyday 

Closed  Sunday 

11:00  ajn.-  12:00  a.m. 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Monday  - Thursday 

Saturday 

The  Perch 

8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Friday  & Saturday 

Friday 

Sunday 

8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

RECEIVED 
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WSU  provides  aid  for  Westfield  citizens  during  blackout 


Samantha  Fahey 
Alex  Myers 
Editors-in-Chief 


On  October  29,  after 
approximately  nine  hours  of 
snowfall,  Westfield  State  Public 
Safety’s  Chief  of  Police  Michael 
Nockunas  received  a phone  call 
at  11p.m.  at  his  Worcester  home, 
informing  him  that  the  campus  had 
lost  power. 

At  exactly  8:06  p.m. 
lights,  televisions  and  heaters  shut 
off,  causing  a wintry  cold  blackout 
across  campus. 

Nockunas  had  to  drive 
through  the  “obstacle  course”  of 
fallen  trees  and  snow  banks.  What 
normally  would  have  taken  him  an 
hour  became  a four-hour  commute, 
and  he  arrived  on  campus  at  three  in 
the  morning. 

For  the  next  two  hours, 
Nokunas  and  his  staff  did  damage 
control,  and  at  5 a.m.  Westfield 
Chief  of  Police  John  Camerota 
phoned  WSU  for  assistance.  The 
designated  shelters  downtown 
had  no  power,  much  like  the  rest 
of  Western  Massachusetts,  and 
Camerota  needed  Westfield  State’s 
facilities. 

Complying  with  his  request 


photo  by  Nic  Rexford 

Trees  are  still  down  all  over  campus,  reminding  students  of  the  blackout. 


Nockunas  enlisted  the  help  of  Curt 
Robie,  Vice  President  of  Facilities 
and  Operations  on  campus.  Together 
they  and  their  collective  staffs 
opened  Juniper  Park  and  Scanlon 
Banquet  Hall,  both  of  which  were 
fully  operational  due  to  their  backup 
generators  and  served  as  “shelters 
for  anyone  that  needed  it,”  Nockunas 


said. 

Within  two  to  three  hours 
there  were  100  sick,  elderly  and 
homeless  citizens  finding  safety  in 
Juniper  Park  and  its  comforting, 
attentive  staff. 

“There  were  so  many 
people,”  Nockunas  said.  “You  had 
to  see  it  to  believe  it.” 


By  midmoming.  Juniper  Park  was 
filled  to  maximum  capacity,  and 
the  school  decided  to  open  Scanlon 
Banquet  Hall,  dividing  it  into 
three  sections:  families,  general 
population,  and  WSU  employees, 
staff  members  and  students  who 
needed  to  “crash,  get  their  second 

■ continued  on  page  6 


Useful  Phone  Numbers; 

Campus  - Page  2 

A&E  - Pages  7 & 8 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

Jim  Matthews 

Urinetown  Review 

Sun  - 3;00pm-8:00pm 

Public  Safety  - 5262 
Information  Technology  - 5528 

OpEd  - Pages  4 - 5 

Gail’s  Guidance 

Sports  - Pages  9 & 10 

WSU  Football 

Mon-Thur  - 7;00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:(X)am-6:(X)pm 

Library  - 523 1 

Sat  - 1 ;00pm-4:00pm 
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Campus The  Westfield  Voice 

Jim  Matthews  speaks  to  WSU  students  about  impact  of  alcohol 


Quick 

Hits 


Friday,  Nov.  11 

7:30pm.  - WSU 
Dance  Company 
Dever  Hall/Stage 

8:00pm.  - Movie; 
Captain  America  The 
First  Avenger 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

Saturday,  Nov.  12 

7. -00^ .m.  - WSU 
Dance  Company 
Dever  Hall/Stage 

8:00p.m.  - Movie: 
Captain  America  The 
First  Avenger 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

Sunday,  Nov.  13 

8:20pm.  - New 
England  Patriots  vs. 
New  York  Jets 
Ely  Main  Lounge 


Robert  Donoghue 
& lyier  Morissette 

Voice  Staff 


On  Tuesday  night,  Oct. 
25,  Westfield  State  University 
students,  athletes  and  staff 
listened  intently  to  the  advice  of 
Jim  Matthews,  the  Coordinator 
of  Health  Education  at 
Merrimack  College,  during  his 
one  hour  presentation  titled 
Beer,  Booze,  and  Books. 

All  student  athletes 
were  encouraged  to  attend 
the  presentation  that  took 
place  in  Scanlon  Banquet  Hall 
as  Matthews  discussed  the 
dangers  of  alcohol  and  listed 
interesting  and  surprising  facts 
that  many  in  the  audience  were 
not  aware  of.  He  provided  vital 
information  about  alcohol’s 
impact  on  college  students  and 
their  friends  and  families. 

“I  want  students  to  be 
informed  and  give  them  the 
most  relevant  information,” 
Matthews  said. 

Matthews  was  able 
to  portray  this  important 
and  serious  topic  in  a very 
entertaining  and  interactive 
way  that  had  the  audience 
thoroughly  engaged  throughout 
the  presentation. 

His  presentation  included 
live  polls,  where  students  were 


encouraged  to  anonymously 
text  in  their  answers  to  various 
questions  and  featured  scenes 
from  movies  ranging  from 
Beauty  and  the  Beast  to 
Superbad. 

Matthew’s  main  goal  of 
the  presentation  wasn’t  to  scare 
students  away  from  drinking 
or  to  encourage  it,  but  instead 
to  help  students  understand  the 
risks  associated  with  consuming 
alcohol  and  the  misconceptions 
people  often  have. 

“If  you  choose  to  drink 
be  an  informed  consumer,”  was 
the  main  message  Matthews 
wanted  students  to  take  away 
from  the  presentation.  He  said 
that  just  having  the  information 
won’t  make  a difference,  but 
applying  it  is  what  matters. 

Alcohol  poisoning, 
violence,  hangovers,  sexual 
risks,  drinking  and  driving, 
blackouts  and  depression  are 
all  dangers  connected  with  high 
risk  drinking. 

Matthews  told  students 
to  plan  ahead  and  turn  drinking 
into  a lower  risk  activity  if  they 
choose  to  drink. 

“The  perception  is  that 
everyone  is  getting  drunk,  but 
there’s  a disparity  between 
perception  and  reality,”  said 
Matthews. 

For  students  who  don’t 
drink,  Matthews  wanted  the 
information  to  be  seen  as  support 
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that  could  be  passed  on  to  others 
who  may  be  experiencing 
problems  associated  with 
alcohol. 

Matthews  said  that 
athletes  on  a national  level 
tend  to  be  higher  risk  drinkers, 
making  it  even  more  important 
for  college  athletes  to  be 
knowledgeable  on  the  subject. 

He  said  that  one  episode 
of  heavy  drinking  leads  to  a 
week  of  troubling  issues  and 
impairments  that  severely 
hampers  all  the  time  student 
athletes  put  in  to  their  athletic 
training. 

“We  like  to  bring  in  a 
speaker  every  year  to  talk  to  our 
student  athletes  and  we  highly 
encourage  them  to  attend,”  said 
Westfield  State  athletic  director 
Richard  Lenfest. 

Matthews  is  an  official 


member  of  the  NCAA  Sports 
Science  Speaker  Program  and 
the  presentation  was  a Student- 
Athlete  Affairs,  NCAA  and 
CHOICES  funded  program. 

Matthews  began  giving 
his  presentations  in  1990  and 
now  visits  many  schools  all 
around  the  country  talking 
about  the  dangers  of  consuming 
too  much  alcohol  and  how  the 
media  portrays  the  alcohol 
consumption. 

He  has  also  written  a 
book  under  the  Beer,  Booze,  and 
Books  title  focusing  on  the  most 
important  information  regarding 
college  drinking. 

Matthews  encourages 
students,  families,  faculty 
or  anyone  looking  for  more 
information  on  the  subject 
to  visit  his  website  www. 
beerboozebooks  .com 
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War  you  can  believe  in:  Obama’s  Hollow  Victory 


Michael  Brill 

Voice  Reporter 

The  death  of  deposed 
Libyan  dictator  Muammar 
Gaddafi  certainly  was  a laughing 
matter  for  U.S.  Secretary  of 
State  Hillary  Clinton.  Upon 
learning  the  news,  the  Obama 
administration’s  top  diplomat 
joked,  “We  came,  we  saw,  he 
died.” 

For  Clinton  and  other 
leading  proponents  of  NATO’s 
“humanitarian  intervention”  in 
Libya,  the  summary  execution 
of  Gaddafi,  in  rebel  custody, 
vindicates  everything  that  has 
transpired  since  the  alliance 
bombing  campaign  began  in 
late  March. 

Over  the  past  several 
months,  Libya  has  been  tom 
apart  by  a vicious  civil  war  that 
has  left  tens  of  thousands  of 
Libyans  dead.  The  future  for 
Libya  is  anything  but  certain 
and  armed  clashes  have  already 
erupted  between  factions  within 
the  rebel  forces. 

There  have  been 
reports  of  widespread  reprisal 
killings  and  the  systematic 
rounding  up  of  black  residents 
for  internment  in  hastily 
constructed  concentration 
camps.  There  is  also  a growing 
international  awareness  to  the 
aspirations  of  the  more  hard- 
line Islamist  elements  from 
the  rebel  ranks.  One  can  only 
wonder:  will  Hillary  Clinton 
still  be  laughing  after  all  is  said 
and  done  in  Libya? 

What  happens  in  Libya, 
however,  holds  no  more  bearing 
on  the  legality  of  the  Obama 
administration’s  decision  to 
intervene  in  the  first  place  than 
does  the  death  of  Gaddafi. 

President  Barack 
Obama  now  stands  alongside 
Harry  Truman  in  the  pantheon 
of  war  presidents  and  the 
accruement  of  executive  power. 
Like  Truman  with  the  Korean 
War,  Obama  committed  U.S. 
military  forces  to  a war  on 
the  basis  of  a United  Nations 


resolution  without  even 
bothering  to  seek  Congressional 
authorization. 

Additionally,  when 
Congress  half-heartedly  tried 
to  rein  in  the  military  adventure 
under  the  provisions  of  the  1973 
War  Powers  Resolution,  the 
Obama  administration’s  envoy 
to  Congress  put  on  a shameless 
performance  that  likely  would 
have  been  considered  daring  by 
even  the  Bush  administration’s 
Office  of  Legal  Counsel. 

In  the  administration’s 
official  opinion,  airstrikes  and 
cruise  missiles  do  not  constitute 
“hostilities”  and  therefore 
do  not  require  congressional 
approval.  Will  there  be  greater 
public  outrage  when  a future 
Republican  president  acts  on 
the  basis  of  this  precedent? 

While  Truman  and 
Korea  is  a useful  comparison 
in  terms  of  constitutionality, 
a more  practical  comparison 
for  the  Libya  War  may  be  with 
the  Clinton  administration- 
led  NATO  bombing  campaign 
against  Serbia  in  1999. 

Operation  Allied  Force 
was  a similar  “humanitarian 
intervention”  which  would 
supposedly  last  “days,  not 
weeks.”  78  days  later,  after 
heavy  civilian  casualties  and 
more  livestock  had  been  killed 
than  Serbian  soldiers,  the 
Clinton  administration  declared 
victory. 

The  Libya 

intervention  was  yet  another 
display  of  Western  military 
force  in  the  Middle  East.  Those 
animated  against  perceived  or 
real  renewed  Western  imperial 
hubris  will  likely  be  Just  as 
appreciative  now  as  they  were 
for  the  Balkan  interventions 
of  the  1990s— which  were 
advertised  as  being  in  support  of 
Bosniak  and  Kosovar  Albanian 
Muslim  communities. 

The  Obama 

administration’s  Libya 

intervention,  which  cited  the 
“Responsibility  to  Protect,” 
is  accompanied  by  the  usual 
contradictions,  which  reveal  the 


perils  of  simultaneously  running 
an  empire  while  championing 
human  rights  through  bombs 
and  cruise  missiles.  If  not 
apparent  domestically,  such 
contradictions  are  clear  to 
observers  in  the  populations 
on  the  receiving  end  of  these 
policies. 

As  the  first  bombs 
began  to  fall  in  Libya,  the  Obama 
administration  had  little  to  say 
about  the  Gulf  Cooperation 
Council  army  of  U.S. - equipped 
Saudi,  Emirati,  and  Kuwaiti 
soldiers  that  entered  Bahrain 
at  the  monarchy’s  request  to 
crush  the  democratic  protest 
movement  by  force  of  arms. 

Order  was  the 
chief  priority  in  the  country 
containing  the  headquarters  and 
basing  facilities  for  the  U.S. 
Navy’s  Fleet.  In  Bahrain, 
protestors  were  killed,  human 
rights  activists  were  arrested 
and  tortured,  while  nurses 
and  doctors  who  dared  treat 
the  injuries  of  protestors  were 
dragged  into  the  streets  and 
beaten. 

Despite  the  fact  that 
order  has  been  restored,  the 
monarchy  is  certainly  still 
grateful  for  the  arms  deal 
rammed  through  the  U.S. 
Congress  this  month.  As  Noam 
Chomsky  has  accurately  pointed 
out,  “Responsibility  to  Protect” 
is  applied  selectively  and  after 
considering  the  “reliability”  of 
the  tyrant  in  question. 

Returning  to  the 
war  in  Libya,  does  the 
killing  of  Gaddafi  negate  the 
unconstitutional  dimensions 
of  the  Obama  administration’s 
policy,  its  contradictions,  its 
future  political  consequences, 
or  its  financial  and  moral  costs? 
While  the  administration  and  its 
supporters  have  a vested  interest 
to  encourage  and  facilitate  the 
belief  that  it  does  to  the  best 
of  their  abilities,  the  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  Gaddafi’s  death 
changes  nothing  in  regard  to 
these  questions. 

Contemplating  and 
challenging  the  NATO 


intervention  during  the 
seemingly  stalemated  period  in 
the  summer  was  the  influential 
scholar  Michael  Walzer.  Walzer 
is  widely  considered  to  be  one 
of  the  foremost  standard  bearers 
in  the  “Just  war”  theory  today. 
Any  contemporary  conference 
paper  or  work  pertaining  to  the 
topic  is  almost  guaranteed  to 
engage  with  his  writings  and 
theory  in  some  manner. 

In  his  essay  featured  in 
the  July/August  issue  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Walzer  wrote,  “At  this 
moment,  as  I am  writing,  the 
intervention  seems  to  have 
prolonged,  rather  than  stopped 
the  killing,  which  is  neither 
charitable  nor  Just.”  This  line  of 
argument  has  been  attacked  by 
war  architects  and  supporters  as 
speculation. 

The  NATO 

intervention  itself  was  based 
on  a speculative  assumption 
that  has  since  become  a matter 
of  counterfactual  history,  or  a 
“what  if’  question.  According 
to  the  interventionists,  the 
international  community  had  a 
“Responsibility  to  Protect”  those 
Libyans  in  the  city  of  Benghazi 
in  order  to  prevent  “genocide” 
from  occurring  when  Gaddafi’s 
forces  reached  the  city.  A 
preemptive  bombing  campaign 
was  in  turn  necessary. 

When  the  bombs 
began  falling  on  Gaddafi’s 
forces,  it  is  without  question, 
and  well  documented,  that 
they  had  previously  committed 
a long  list  of  atrocities;  first 
against  unarmed  protestors  and 
then  after  Libyans  took  up  arms 
against  the  regime. 

International  human 
rights  agencies  vary  in  their 
respective  figures,  but  the 
current  general  estimate  is 
between  700- 1 ,000  people  were 
being  killed  by  the  Gaddafi 
regime  during  this  period.  Is 
this  sufficient  evidence  for 
making  the  case  that  genocide 
was  soon  to  be  unleashed? 

There  has  yet  to 
be  evidence  showing  that 
Gaddafi  forces  embarked  upon 


systematic  killing  operations  in 
the  other  cities  of  Eastern  Libya 
that  they  retook  on  the  road  to 
Benghazi  earlier  this  year.  Yet, 
at  the  time,  the  specter  of  future 
operations  of  this  nature  was 
used  to  Justify  the  NATO  war. 

One  of  the  most 
interesting  articles  published 
during  the  course  of  the  war 
this  year  was  “Samantha 
and  Her  Subjects”  by  Jacob 
Heilbrunn  in  the  Journal  The 
National  Interest.  Run  as  the 
cover  article  in  the  May /June 
issue,  Heilbrunn  argued  in  it 
that  Samantha  Power  was  the 
principal  adviser  to  President 
Obama  pushing  for  preemptive 
strikes  in  the  name  of  preventing 
genocide. 

While  Hilary  Clinton 
and  UN  Ambassador  Susan 
Rice  played  important  roles, 
Heilbrunn  said  that  it  was  Power 
and  her  continuous  stressing  of 
the  genocide  prevention  theme 
that  truly  led  the  way.  For  what 
it  is  worth,  a friend  of  mine  who 
interned  in  the  Vice  President’s 
Office  at  the  time  told  me  this 
is  the  same  story  he  repeatedly 
heard  from  people  he  had  contact 
with  in  the  White  House. 

What  is  happening 
on  the  ground  now  in  Libya 
is  also  no  laughing  matter. 
Reprisal  killings  and  massacres 
of  suspected  supporters  of  the 
Gaddafi  regime  prolong  the 
bloodletting  in  Libya  still.  The 
description  of  Gaddafi  as  the 
“Pharaoh  of  the  times”  in  the 
Transitional  National  Council’s 
announcements  could  contain  a 
very  big  hint  about  the  political 
future  of  the  country,  the  basis 
of  which  will  be  Sharia  Law. 

Lastly,  a recent 
McClatchy  article  has  reported 
that  in  addition  to  black 
Africans  being  detained  in  mass 
on  the  suspicion  they  were 
mercenaries  for  Gaddafi,  the 
town  of  Tawergha,  previously 
a black  African  community, 
has  been  completely  emptied 
and  declared  a “closed  military 
zone”  by  rebel  forces.  The 

■ continued  on  page  4 
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Rantings 

by  Fersherlock  Holmes 


Through  the  haziness 
of  my  own  intoxication,  I 
watch  my  generation  bury 
themselves  in  vice.  We  are  the 
bastard  children  of  the  age  of 
advertisement. 

We  have  every  material 
possession  that  we  could 
possibly  ask  for  and  it  has  left 
us  empty.  Our  apathy  engulfs 
us  as  the  sound  of  media  gets 
louder  and  louder.  Never  has 
a generation  found  themselves 
deeper  in  the  cave. 

As  the  illusions  get 
brighter  and  more  fantastical, 
we  follow  them  deeper  into  the 
madness  that  we  call  reality. 

We  create  ourselves  on 
Facebook  and  look  to  others 
to  reaffirm  the  meaning  of 
our  existence.  Our  pursuits  of 


vanity  and  greed  will  lead  us  to 
fruitless  ends. 

This  barrage  of  technology 
has  left  us  short-sided,  and  this 
constant  reassurance  of  values 
by  the  media  has  left  us  blind 
to  wisdom.  My  generation  is 
calling  for  revolution,  but  from 
a young  age,  the  bosom  of  the 
corporate  world  has  fed  us. 

How  can  we  find  a new 
way  if  our  identity  has  been  so 
intertwined  with  brand  names? 
Where  are  the  philosophers  who 
will  show  us  a way  out  of  the 
maze  we  have  been  bom  into? 

Revolution  will  never 
be  realized  unless  we  can  see 
past  this  smoke  and  mirror  act 
conjured  up  by  this  machine:  a 
mass  media  driven  by  profit  and 
greed. 


Letter  to  the  Editors 


Hello  to  all. 

It’s  good  to  see 
everyone  back  on  campus 
after  our  unexpected  hiatus. 
No  one  predicted  the  amount 
of  damage  and  dismption  that 
snowfall  would  create,  but  the 
overwhelming  response  by 
student  volunteers  was  truly 
inspiring. 

Students  from  all 
facets  of  campus,  including 
student  security,  RA’s,  athletes, 
EMT’s,  and  more,  offered  their 
time  to  stay  here  and  make  a 
difference. 


The  amount  of  work 
that  needed  to  be  done  to  get  our 
campus  back  up  and  running 
was  tremendous.  Without  the 
help  from  many  students,  this 
work  would  not  have  been 
completed. 

On  behalf  of 
administration,  faculty,  staff 
and  the  entire  student  body,  I 
want  to  thank  all  of  the  student 
volunteers  who  made  our  return 
to  normalcy  possible. 

Lou  Cimaglia 
Student  Body  President 


Brill:  Obama’s  win 


■ continued  from  pg.  3 

article  reports  that  signs  saying 
Tawergha  have  been  removed 
and  in  their  place  stand  new 
ones  reading  “New  Misrata.” 

It  would  be  both  the 
ultimate  tragedy  and  irony  if 
in  the  aftermath  of  a conflict 
embarked  upon  in  the  name  of 
preventing  an  alleged  impending 
genocide,  the  tangible  and 


real  ethnic  cleansing  of  black 
Africans  were  to  take  place 
in  Libya.  It  looks  as  if  events 
could  very  well  be  spiraling  in 
this  direction. 

In  addition  to  his  status 
as  a Nobel  Peace  Prize  recipient, 
such  a horrible  consequence  of 
the  war  would  also  cast  a long 
shadow  over  the  “humanitarian” 
legacy  of  the  United  States’  first 
African-American  president. 


OpEd 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Dear  Gail, 

I like  my  best  friend. 
Sincerely,  Anonymous 

Dear  Anonymous, 

The  first  thing  I would  do  is 
ask  myself  whether  this  news 
would  affect  the  friendship. 
It’s  possible  that  this  news 
could  make  things  awkward 
and  affect  the  closeness  of 
your  relationship.  If  you  think 
your  friend  can  handle  the 
news  no  matter  what  he/she 
feels  then  tell  him/her.  You’ll 
never  know  their  feelings  if 
you  don’t  let  them  know.  Try 
and  gauge  whether  or  not  the 
chemistry  you  are  feeling  is 
mutual.  A lot  of  relationships 
begin  as  great  friendships, 
but  remember  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  go  back  to  a 
friendship  once  that  line  has 
been  crossed.  My  best  advice 
is  to  be  patient  and  let  things 
happen.  Who  knows  maybe 
your  friend  is  just  as  scared 
as  you? 

Sincerely,  Gail 
Dear  Gail, 

My  friend  told  me  Olive 
Garden  isn’t  cute  enough  for 
a date.  What  is  cuter? 
Sincerely,  Not  Cute  Enough 

Dear  Not  Cute  Enough, 

Just  because  your  friend 
thinks  the  Olive  Garden  isn’t 
cute  enough  doesn’t  mean 
it’s  true.  Whether  a not  a 
place  is  acceptable  for  a date 
is  entirely  up  to  the  people 
on  the  date.  In  any  case, 
the  most  important  thing  is 
that  the  daters  are  enjoying 
themselves  and  each  other’s 
company,  regardless  of  the 
location.  If  you’re  up  for 
it,  try  doing  the  cooking 
yourself! 

Sincerely,  Gail 


Dear  Gail, 

I can’t  figure  out  my  feelings 
for  a guy  I got  with  a year  ago. 
I just  want  to  hang  out  with  him 
but  I think  he’s  just  using  me  for 
my  body. 

Sincerely,  Stuck  in  the  past 


Dear  Stuck, 

The  power  is  in  your  hands  to 
make  this  what  you  want  it  to 
be.  If  you  only  want  to  hang  out 
with  this  guy  and  keep  it  casual 
then  do  that,  but  if  you  allow 
him  to  use  you  for  your  body, 
then  what  guy  is  going  to  give 
that  up?  Be  forceful  and  tell  him' 
exactly  what  you  want.  Chances 
are,  if  he’s  only  texting  you  on 
weekends  after  11pm,  he’s 
probably  only  looking  for  one 
thing.  Force  him  to  just  be  your 
friend.  If  he  walks  then  you 
know  why  he  was  around  in  the 
first  place,  but  if  he  tries  to  talk 
to  you  after  that,  well  maybe  he 
isn’t  a stereotypical  college  boy. 
Follow  your  heart,  but  use  your 
head. 

Sincerely,  Gail 
Dear  Gail, 

My  roommate  meets  guys 
online  and  has  sex  with  them. 
How  should  I talk  to  her  about 
this?  I’m  worried  about  her. 
Sincerely,  Concerned  Roommate 


Dear  Concerned, 

Though  you  or  I may  not  agree 
with  it,  her  actions  are  legal,  and 
as  an  adult,  she  has  every  right 
to  behave  as  she  pleases.  If  you 
are  really  that  worried  about 
her,  it  may  just  make  you  feel 
better  to  tell  her  what  you  think 
about  the  situation  in  the  most 
non-judgmental  way  you  can. 
Stay  on  your  guard  but  try  not 
to  focus  too  much  on  her  life. 
If  something  should  happen, 
contact  authorities. 

Sincerely,  Gail 


Dear  Gail, 

I live  in  a double  in  Davis  Hall.  I 
have  multiple  problems  with  my 
roommate.  I’ll  call  him  Stephen. 
He  puts  his  dirty  laundry  all  over 
my  desk,  uses  my  food  when 
I’m  not  in  the  room,  and  has 
late  night  guests.  It  makes  me 
really  uncomfortable.  How  do  I 
confront  him? 

Sincerely,  Angry  Roommate 
Dear  Angry, 

You  are  absolutely  right  about 
confronting  him,  because  the 
room  is  just  as  much  yours  as 
it  is  his.  When  you  are  both  in 
the  room  and  the  atmosphere  is 
calm,  tell  Stephen  you  need  to 
talk  to  him.  When  addressing 
the  problem,  choose  your  words 
carefully  and  use  “I”  statements 
like  “I  don’t  like  having  your 
dirty  laundry  on  my  desk”.  Be 
honest  and  make  it  very  clear 
what  the  problems  are  and  how 
they  could  be  rectified  (keep 
his  laundry  on  his  side,  ask 
you  about  guests,  etc.).  If  the 
problem  persists,  consult  your 
RA. 

Sincerely,  Gail 
Dear  Gail, 

How  do  I stop  my  mom 
from  asking  me  boyfriend 
questions?  I don’t  even  have 
one. 

Sincerely,  Annoyed  Daughter 

Dear  Annoyed, 

Nosy  parents  are  a major 
nuisance,  especially  now 
when  we  are  seeking 
independence.  Next  time  she 
asks  about  it,  just  tell  her  that 
it  bugs  you  when  she  asks, 
but  when  something  changes, 
you  will  let  her  know.  Until 
then,  keep  calm  and  carry  on. 
Sincerely,  Gail 

Thank  you  for  all  of 
your  submissions! 


Ask  Gail  for  help  by  putting  your  questions  in  the  box  in  the  dining  commons! 

If  yours  weren ’t  answered  this  week,  be  on  the  look  out  for  them  in  next  week 's  issue! 
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Competency  and  Conservatism 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


I did  not  want  to  write 
an  article  about  the  Herman  Cain 
sexual  harassment  allegations. 
However,  since  1 have  written  a 
previous  article  about  Mr.  Cain, 
it  would  be  hypocritical  to  ignore 
the  current  controversy. 

As  of  Monday,  Nov.  7, 
four  women  have  come  forward 
with  allegations  of  wrongdoing 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cain.  1 cannot 
state  whether  or  not  1 believe  he  is 
guilty;  it  is  irrelevant.  However, 
it  is  apparent  we  should  talk 
about  the  way  in  which  the 
controversy  has  unfolded. 

On  Sunday,  Oct. 
30,  Politico  released  a story 
related  to  Herman  Cain  and  past 
allegations  of  sexual  harassment. 
By  Monday  morning,  the  story 
was  everywhere  and  Mr.  Cain 
began  a week  of  uncertainty. 

When  confronted  by 
Politico’s  Jonathan  Martin,  Cain 
said  that  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  allegations.  Later  that  day, 
he  was  able  to  recall  some  sort 
of  situation  in  which  charges 
were  brought.  By  the  end  of 
the  day  he  was  saying  that  the 
woman  in  question  might  have 
misunderstood  a joke  he  had 
made. 


At  the  end  of  the 
week,  it  was  confirmed  that  two 
women  had  received  financial 
settlements  from  the  National 
Restaurant  Association,  of 
which  Mr.  Cain  had  been  chair 
of  at  the  time.  They  were  given 
termination  relief  to  the  tune  of 
$45,000  each  and  asked  to  sign  a 
non-disclosure  agreement.  This 
means  that  they  left  the  National 
Restaurant  Association,  were 
compensated,  and  legally  bound 
not  to  publicly  disclose  their 
grievances  with  Mr.  Cain. 

In  pursuit  of  Justice, 
Herman  Cain  should  be 
presumed  innocent  until  proven 
guilty.  It  should  be  noted  that 
Mr.  Cain  was  accused  of  sexual 
harassment  and  there  was  a 
settlement  between  the  two 
parties. 

This  does  not  associate 
guilt.  It  does  suggest  that  there 
was  an  incident  to  which  sexual 
harassment  might  have  taken 
place.  It  is  dually  noted  that  in 
the  world  of  American  business, 
these  type  of  frivolous  lawsuits 
spring  up  all  the  time  and  that 
Mr.  Cain  would  make  a good 
scapegoat. 

We  cannot  ignore  the 
fact  that  he  handled  the  situation 
very  poorly  and  that  there  are 
now  four  women  with  similar 
stories.  The  irony  here  is  that 


Politico  has  a policy  of  giving  an 
individual  ten  days  prior  to  the 
release  of  a story  to  respond  to  it. 
The  Herman  Cain  campaign  for 
President  had  ten  days  to  deal 
with  this  situation.  They  could 
have  mounted  a defense,  put  out 
a press  release,  or  at  the  very 
least  developed  sound  talking 
points  for  the  candidate. 

In  a span  of  one  week, 
Herman  Cain  has  captured  the 
attention  of  the  American  public 
and  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  his 
9-9-9  tax  policy.  His  honesty, 
integrity  and  straight  talk  will 
be  questioned;  right  now  the 
candidate  is  in  self-destruct 
mode. 

Cain  is 

noticeably  agitated  with 

reporters  and  cannot  answer 
questions  definitively.  If  he  had 
Just  come  out  in  the  first  place 
with  a statement  addressing  the 
allegations,  this  would  be  whole 
different  story. 

We  need  to  move  on 
though.  The  American  people 
are  hurting,  the  economy  is 
stagnated,  and  President  Obama 
spends  more  time  campaigning 
for  reelection  than  looking  for 
solutions.  The  Republicans 
need  to  find  a candidate  who 
can  make  Obama  a one  term 
President,  and  Herman  Cain  is 
not  that  candidate. 


Editor’s 

Desk 


So  we’re  conjoined  again.  But  we  don’t  mind.  I 
(Alex)  really  only  have  one  thing  to  say  - 1 am  of- 
ficially interning  with  The  Daily  Caller  in 
Washington,  D.C.  this  Spring!  I expect  all  of  you 
to  read  it!! 

Of  course  I’ll  miss  WSU  and  the  paper,  but  I will 
still  contribute  and  I’ll  be  back  senior  year,  don’t 
worry!  :) 

Samantha  - Hello  all!  We  had  a hard  time  catching 
up  on  the  paper  with  the  week  that  we  lost.  But  am 
I really  going  to  complain  about  having  a week  off 
from  school?  Absolutely  not.  It  was  spectacular. 
I’m  sure  we’re  all  going  home  this  weekend,  too! 
Or  most  of  us.  Shout  out  to  my  roomie  Jojo  who 
stays  here  pretty  much  every  weekend!  I don’t 
know  how  you  do  it!  Anyway,  have  a nice  week- 
end, all!! 

Alex  Myers  & Samantha  Fahey 

Co-Editors-In-Chief 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 


J U S 1 F 


B'y  Leah  H a n t m a n 


Many  people  neglect 
to  emphasize  their  motivation 
behind  a goal,  specifically 
when  it  comes  to  exercise 
and  wellness.  End  results  are 
important,  but  what  the  means 
to  those  ends  symbolize  offers 
much  more  insight  into  our  true 
motivations. 

Goals  are  important, 
but  if  you  do  not  pay  attention 
to  the  real  motives  behind 
accomplishing  them,  you 
may  see  your  motivation  and 
consistency  fall  short.  While 
setting  your  goals,  do  not  Just 
think  of  extrinsic  rewards,  but 


look  inwards  and  evaluate  your 
feelings  attached  to  them. 

The  best  way  to  cross 
the  finish  line  is  to  set  goals 
that  are  SMART;  Specific- 
Measurable-  Attainable- 

Rewarding  & Timely. 

Even  if  we  do 
set  SMART  goals,  staying 
motivated  to  exercise  can  be 
a struggle  no  matter  where 
we  are  in  our  fitness  Journey. 

Some  days,  it  would 
be  so  much  easier  Just  to  roll 
right  over  in  the  bed  and  hit  the 
snooze  button  on  the  alarm,  or 
to  curl  up  on  the  sofa  with  a 


good  movie.  So  how  do  1 stay 
motivated  even  on  the  toughest 
days?  Here  are  some  pointers. 

First,  set  a goal  in 
mind:  This  could  be  a weight 
loss  goal  or  a fitness  goal.  Aim 
high  and  get  it  in  writing  so  you 
can  be  reminded  of  the  promise 
you  made  to  yourself  on  those 
difficult  days.  Post  your  goal 
aboveyourbedorsomewhereyou 
will  see  it  when  you  need  it  most. 

Second,  lay  out  your 
workout  clothes  the  night  before: 
This  might  seem  unnecessary, 
but  can  serve  as  a good  visual 
prompt  to  get  you  in  the  right 


mind  set  and  out  the  door. 

Third,  get  a workout 
buddy:  Find  someone  who 
already  has  the  same  goals 
or  interests  as  you.  This  way, 
their  good  habits  and  health- 
structured  life  can  rub  off 
onto  you,  and  vice  versa. 

Fourth,  believe  in 
yourself.  Self-motivation  is 
important!  If  you  look  in  the 
mirror  and  think  “impossible,” 
or  that  you  will  “never”  hit 
that  fitness  goal,  you  certainly 
will  not.  Impossible  is  nothing. 

Last  but  not  least,  get 
involved;  For  me,  the  easiest 


way  to  stay  motivated  is  to 
commit  to  and  sign  up  for  races. 
Though  training  can  be  tedious 
and  tiresome,  that  feeling  of 
accomplishment  when  you  cross 
the  finish  line  makes  it  all  worth 
it.  Races  offer  excitement, 
competition,  push  you  to  work 
harder  than  you  might  in  an 
everyday  training  session,  and 
offer  a sense  of  community 
cohesion  centered  around 
the  camaraderie  of  wellness. 

See  the  change  you 
want  to  make  in  yourself  and 
go  after  it.  What  do  you  have  to 
lose? 


The  Westfield  Voice 


A OpBd 

Election  day  teaches  lesson  about  perseverance 


Joshua  Clark 
Voice  Reporter 


Elections  are  always 
a sore  topic  for  many  people. 
There  is  a cliche  that  states  you 
should  never  bring  up  politics 
or  religion  in  a conversation 
at  a party  or  function.  And 
with  good  reason— people  hate 
talking  about  them.  Political 
discussions  always  lead  to 
arguments  or  heated  debates 
about  which  candidate  has  the 
better  platform,  better  speeches 
or,  in  some  cases,  better  looks. 

Politics  has  always 
been  a fun  topic  for  me.  I’ve 
always  liked  researching  it, 
learning  the  politicians’  views 
on  topics  and  making  up  my 
mind  on  which  candidate  I’d 
support  and  why. 

It  wasn’t  until  I was 
registered  to  vote  last  year  that 
I decided  to  take  what  I’ve 
learned  from  my  research  and 
put  it  to  good  use. 


I grew  up  in  Chicopee, 
Massachusetts,  a city  of  about 
50,000  people  on  the  other  side 
of  West  Springfield,  across  the 
Connecticut  River.  I went  to 
Chicopee  Comprehensive  High 
School.  While  I was  there,  I 
took  AP  U.S.  History  and  AP 
U.S.  Government  and  Politics. 
Those  classes  helped  me  learn 
and  understand  politics  on 
a broader  scale  than  what  I 
had  previously  thought.  They 
taught  me  to  analyze  and  filter 
propaganda,  spin,  and  flat  out 
lies  in  political  rhetoric. 

During  my  sophomore 
year,  my  Pre-AP  U.S.  History 
teacher  (now  a Vice  Principal 
there)  founded  a Political 
Science  Club  that  met  once 
a week  on  Wednesdays, 
discussing  the  current  events 
and  how  they  were  all  related. 

One  of  my  friends  and 
a founding  member  of  the  Poli- 
Sci  Club  was  Joel  McAuliffe. 
In  Tuesday’s  election,  he  ran 
for  a School  Conunittee  At- 


Large  seat  against  a 22-year 
School  Committee  member. 
Joel  got  very  heated  during 
some  debates  that  we  had  in 
class  and  even  shut  out  others’ 
opinions,  asserting  that  only  his 
was  right. 

This  has  calmed  down 
over  time,  but  watching  him 
argue  passionately  about  a 
topic,  whether  it  be  the  wars  in 
the  Middle  East,  the  health  care 
bill  that  President  Obama  was 
pushing  through  Congress,  or  a 
simple  ordinance  that  was  being 
proposed  in  Chicopee,  showed 
me  that  Joel  would  make  a 
serious  candidate  someday. 

The  fall  after  he 
graduated  from  high  school,  Joel 
took  out  papers  to  run  for  State 
Representative  of  Chicopee 
against  the  well-established 
incumbent  Joseph  Wagner. 

He  called  me  and 
asked  if  I’d  go  around  to 
several  houses  with  him  getting 
signatures  for  his  petition.  I 
reluctantly  obliged  and  went 


around  with  him.  Some  of  the 
voters  worried  that  Joel  was 
inexperienced  and  needed  some 
training,  whether  it  be  college 
or  at  least  some  college  courses 
before  he  makes  such  a jump. 

Imparting  what  I 
learned  from  politics  thus  far, 
I told  Joel  that  he  should  try  to 
start  a bit  more  locally,  maybe  by 
running  in  a School  Committee 
or  City  Council  race.  Jumping 
into  state  politics  where  even 
tried  and  true  politicians  have 
come  short  was  risky  and 
something  that  seemed  like 
a waste  of  time,  money,  and 
resources. 

Joel  listened.  This  year, 
he  ran  a clean,  honest  campaign 
against  his  opponent.  I stood 
out  with  Joel  holding  signs  on 
the  busy  Granby  Road  rotary  in 
Chicopee,  I put  the  lawn  sign  in 
my  yard,  I even  stood  outside 
of  my  polling  location  in  my 
precinct  holding  his  sign,  urging 
voters  to  vote  for  Joel  at  the  last 
minute. 


All  of  it  came  up  short, 
however,  as  Joel  lost  the  election 
by  only  gamering  about  40%  of 
the  vote.  As  Joel  talked  to  me 
on  the  phone  after  conceding, 
he  said  that  he  won’t  give  up. 
He’s  going  to  keep  on  fighting 
the  good  battle  until  he  wins. 

The  moral  of  the  story? 
Politics  can  be  dry,  boring, 
and  sometimes  frustrating. 
But  perseverance  as  a candidate 
can  go  a long  way. 

Name  recognition, 
perseverance,  and  downright 
luck  can  win  a candidate  the 
position  he  longs  for,  only  if  he 
wants  it. 

Joel’s  campaign  and 
ensuing  election  has  nothing  to 
do  with  Westfield  State  or  this 
newspaper,  but  the  lesson  to  be 
learned  here  does. 

Starting  from  the 
bottom  and  woridng  your  way 
up  to  the  top  is  an  effective  way 
to  get  what  you  want,  no  matter 
how  many  times  you  have  to  get 
back  on  the  ladder. 


WSU  students  were  “spectacular”  during  recent  power  outage 


■ continued  from  page  1 

wind,  and  come  back”  to  work, 
Nockunas  said. 

The  sick  and  elderly 
who  required  more  staff 
attention  remained  in  Juniper 
Park,  where  they  had  nurses, 
doctors  and  WSU  EMS  staff  on 
•stand-by. 

“The  students  were 
spectacular,”  Nockunas  said. 
“The  student  security  and  EMS 
stepped  up  big-time.” 

These  students 

volunteered  their  time  to  help 
assist,  welcome  and  check 
people  in,  while  also  helping 
with  maintenance  issues. 

But  the  students 
weren’t  the  only  ones  assisting 
during  the  power  outage. 

The  Massachusetts 
Emergency  Management 
Agency  (MEMA)  contributed 
cots  and  pillows,  the  Red  Cross 


provided  basic  essentials  such 
as  toothpaste  and  shampoo, 
WaLMart  donated  $1,000  with 
which  needed  undergarments 
were  purchased,  and  Noble 
Hospital  supplied  a hundred 
towels  and  laundry  services  to 
go  with  them. 

There  were  shuttles 
every  morning  at  9 a.m. 
carrying  anyone  who  wanted  a 
shower  down  the  street  to  the 
Woodward  Center. 

“It  was  quite  an 
operation,”  Nockunas  said.  The 
Dining  Commons  provided  one 
of  the  biggest  contributions. 

Sodexo  staff  was  there 
preparing  three  meals  a day, 
every  day,  and  even  packaged 
to-go  meals  for  those  in  Juniper 
Park  who  were  unable  to  leave. 

According  to 

Nockunas,  it  was  a well-staffed 
and  well-supervised  system. 

By  the  third  day. 


photo  by  Nic  Rexford 


Nockunas  said,  the  children 
were  going  crazy  due  to  lack 
of  video  games,  toys,  and 
television. 

An  “owl’s  nest”  was 
set  up  in  the  Tekoa  Room, 
stocked  with  children’s  books, 
toys,  and  a TV  that  was  tuned  to 
Barney. 

The  room  was 
“packed”  and  education  students 
volunteered  to  play  with  the  kids 
from  9 a.m.  to  9 p.m.,  providing 
parental  relief. 

According  to 

Nockunas,  the  owl’s  nest  turned 
out  to  be  a “big  hit,”  for  the 
kids,  while  the  DC  was  a “big 
party”  for  students,  parents,  and 
the  rest  of  the  community. 

Saturday,  November  5, 
the  facilities  used  were  cleaned 
and  ready  to  go  by  Monday 
morning,  November  7,  for  the 
restart  of  classes  after  a week 
off. 


Over  a span  of  five 
days,  the  two  WSU  buildings 
housed  over  400  people,  from 
mothers  with  children  to  the 
elderly  and  everything  in 
between. 


WSU  President  Evan 
Dobelle  stated,  “It  was  an 
extraordinary  effort  by  all  the 
WSU  Community  to  be  a good 
neighbor  and  no  one  is  prouder 
of  their  efforts  then  I am.” 
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A&E 

Quick  Info 


Top  10  Singles 

1 . Rihanna  - We  Found 
Love 

2.  Adele  - Someone  Like 
You 

3.  LMFAO  - Sexy  and  I 
Know  It 

4.  Pink  - F**kin’  Perfect 

5.  Maroon  5 - Moves  Like 
Jagger 

6.  Foster  the  People  - 
Pumped  Up  Kicks 

7.  David  Guetta  - Without 
You 

8.  LMFAO  - Party  Rock 
Anthem 

9.  Kelly  Clarkson  - Mr. 
Know  It  All 

10.  Cobra  Starship  - You 
Make  Me  Feel 


Top  Movies 

1 . Puss  in  Boots 

2.  Tower  Heist 

3.  Paranormal  Activity  3 

4.  In  Time 

5.  Footloose 


Upcoming  DVD 
Releases 

1 . Harry  Potter  7;  Part  2 

2.  Super  8 

3.  Larry  Crowne 

4.  Beginners 

5.  Three  Colors 


Top  Albums 

1 . Coldplay-  Mylo  Xyloto 

2.  Kelly  Clarkson  - 
Stronger 

3.  Michael  Buble  - 
Christmas 

4.  Adele -21 

5.  Toby  Keith  - Clancy’s 
Tavern 

6.  Tom  Waits  - Bad  As 
Me 

7.  Scotty  McCreery  - 
Clear  As  Day 

8.  Lady  Antebellum  - 
Own  the  Night 


MTG’s  “Urinetown”:  A Comedic  Crowd  Pleaser 


photo  by  kelseyatmccc.org 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Recently,  the  Musical 
Theatre  Guild  put  on  a 
production  of  Mark  Hollman’s 
dystopian  musical-comedy 
“Urinetown.” 

Directed  by  Christopher 
Holmes  and  Barrett  Tamaren- 
Leddy,  “Urinetown”  was  a 
huge  success.  Not  only  were 
the  costumes  and  set  design 
fabulous,  the  singing  and 
dancing  were  impeccable. 
The  entire  cast  and  crew  did  a 
fabulous  job. 

“Urinetown”  is  about  a 
town  that  has  experienced  a 
twenty-year  drought.  In  order 
to  save  water,  the  citizens  of 
the  town  have  to  pay  to  use 
privatized  bathroom  owned  by 
the  “Urine  Good  Company”,  or 
UGC. 

If  a townsperson  cannot 
pay  the  fee  as  regulated  by 
Ms.  Pennywise  (Rachel  Ryan, 
who  plays  the  part  to  a tee)  and 
subsequently  illegally  urinates, 
as  Old  Man  Strong  (Richard 


Rozanski)  does  early  in  the 
show,  they  are  taken  by  Officer 
Lockstock  (Brian  Cipoletta),  the 
head  policeman  and  the  show’s 
narrator,  to  “Urinetown,”  a 
place  from  where  nobody  ever 
comes  back. 

The  town’s  poor  district 
has  a hard  time  paying  the 
already  high  costs  to  use 
the  bathroom,  and  after  Mr. 
Cladwell  (Tyrell  Pyatt),  owner 
of  UGC,  raises  the  price  to  go, 
a revolt  breaks  out,  lead  by  Old 
Man  Strong’s  son  Bobby  (Dan 
Monopoli). 

Things  are  further 
complicated  by  the  budding 
romance  between  Bobby  and 
Mr.  Clad  well’s  daughter,  Hope 
(Tessa  Newell),  who  are  both 
seeking  freedom,  love,  and 
peace  in  their  world. 

The  initial  riot  scene 
echoes  current  events  such 
as  the  protesters  of  Occupy 
Wallstreet  and  the  issue  of 
the  outrageous  ATM  fees.  For 
example,  one  of  the  poor  holds 
up  a sign  that  says  “We  are  the 
99%”,  and  thematically  the 
musical  connects  a lot  to  what 


is  going  on  today. 

The  musical  was  funny, 
but  my  favorite  aspect  of 
“Urinetown”  by  far  was  the 
connections  I could  make 
between  the  musical  and  real  life . 
However,  “Urinetown”  wasn’t 
all  doom  and  gloom. 

There  were  many 
instances  of  breaking  the  fourth 
wall  and  reoccurring  Jokes 
throughout  the  musical  that  kept 
the  laughter  coming. 

My  friends  and  I couldn’t 
stop  cracking  up  every  time 
a group  of  characters  would 
incredulously  react  to  news 


with  a giant  “ Whaaaat?”  Officer 
Lockstock,  as  narrator,  would 
repeatedly  break  the  fourth  wall 
and  the  funniest  instance  of  this 
is  when  he  mentioned  that  the 
rioters  couldn’t  hurt  him. 

After  all,  as  the  narrator, 
and  if  something  were  to  happen 
to  him,  the  musical  would  have 
to  end. 

My  friends  and  1 walked 
away  from  the  musical  with 
bright  smiles  on  our  faces  and 
interesting  thoughts  in  our 
heads.  I look  forward  to  the 
next  musical  that  our  Musical 
Theatre  Guild  puts  on. 


NBC’s  Chuck  begins  its  last  season  after  5 seasons 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


If  anyone  is  a fan  of  the 
spy  comedy  “Chuck”  then 
they’re  already  aware  of  how 
lucky  the  show  is  to  have  made 
it  to  its  fifth  season. 

Over  the  years,  many 
events  have  transpired  to  send 
the  show  off  the  air,  but  thanks 
to  its  own  quality  and  fan  base, 
it  keeps  coming  back  strong. 

Unfortunately,  NBC 
decided  to  reward  that  loyal  fan 
base  by  showing  it  on  Friday 
night,  the  lowest-rated  night 
of  the  week.  Oh  well.  Such  is 
life. 

The  show  is  about  a nerd. 
Chuck,  who  accidentally  gets 
a supercomputer  known  as  the 


intersect  downloaded  into  his 
brain  and  becomes  a CIA  asset, 
protected  by  two  agents,  Casey 
and  Sarah . 

When  we  left  our  heroes 
last  season.  Chuck,  Casey  and 
Sarah  had  all  been  fired  by 
the  government.  Chuck  had 
inherited  a vast  fortune  that  he 


photo  by  3. bp. blogspot.com 

used  to  purchase  the  Buy  More 
(an  electronics  store  similar 
to  a Best  Buy)  and  set  up  their 
own  freelance  spy  company, 
and  Morgan  had  accidentally 
acquired  the  Intersect  that 
Chuck  had  lost  earlier  in  the 
finale. 

There  comes  a point 


with  some  shows  where  your 
affection  for  the  characters  and 
the  world  supersedes  everything 
else  - like  most  “Chuck” 
fans.  I’ve  learned  to  wave 
away  the  large  weekly  plot 
holes  because  the  rest  of  it 
makes  me  too  happy  to  care  - 
and  I know  I’m  glad  under  any 
circumstances  to  get  one  more 
season  with  the  characters  of 
“Chuck”. 

Hopefully,  the  season 
will  be  a fantastic  one,  since  the 
show’s  cast  and  crew  definitely 
have  the  talent  to  make  it  one. 

Regardless  if  you’re  a 
frequent  viewer  of  the  show  or 
just  a channel-surfer  who  luckily 
lands  on  it,  “Chuck”  offers 
viewers  many  laughs,  which  is 
what  really  is  important  in  a TV 
comedy. 
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Matthew  F u t t e r 1 e i b 


Leonardo  Dicaprio  - Bom  Nov  1 1 , 1974 


Jonestown  Massacre  - Nov  18, 1978 


Booker  T.  Washington  - Died  Nov  15,1915 


“Leo”  was  born  in 
Hollywood,  California, 
growing  up  as  a single 
child  with  aspirations 
of  stardom.  Though 
his  neighborhood  was 
home  to  impoverished 
neighbors  partaking 
in  drug  addiction  and 
prostitution,  he  managed 
to  avoid  trouble.  DiCaprio 
earned  his  first  “big  break” 
as  a minor  character  on  the 
popular  sitcom  “Growing 
Pains”  in  1985,  but  did 
not  get  the  chance  to 
fully  establish  his  acting 
prowess  until  1993’s 


What’s  Eating  Gilbert 
Grape,  in  which  he  played 
the  mentally  challenged 
brother  of  the  title 
character,  opposite  Johnny 
Depp.  This  performance 
attracted  many  movie 
talent  agencies  leading 
up  to  his  first  massive 
success,  Romeo  + Juliet 
in  1996.  A year  later, 
DiCaprio  starred  as  Jack 
in  Titanic,  which  proved 
to  be  the  world’s  biggest 
box-office  success  to 
date.  Taken  aback  by  his 
instant  worldwide  fame, 
DiCaprio  laid  low  for  five 
years  until  returning  to  an 
active  role  in  Hollywood 
with  the  release  of  Catch 
Me  If  You  Can  in  2002. 
In  years  to  come,  he 
would  continue  to  lead 
one  successful  film  after 
another,  including  the  The 
Departed,  Shutter  Island, 
Inception,  and  recently,  J. 
Edgard. 


Possibly  the  most  infamous 
cult  in  American  history,  the 
People’s  Temple  was  led 
by  Indianapolis  preacher 
Jim  Jones.  His  stringent 
left-wing  political  ideals 
influenced  much  of  the 
cult’s  religious  philosophies. 
The  size  of  his  congregation 
substantially  grew  in  size 
soon  after  relocating  to 
San  Francisco  in  1975.  By 
the  time  of  1977,  Jones 
was  becoming  increasingly 
paranoid  about  his  safety 
in  the  United  States.  He 
urged  his  congregation  to 
depart  with  him  to  the  South 
American  jungle  country  of 
Guyana,  where  he  had  begun 
preparing  a new  home  base 


three  years  earlier.  .Most  of 
his  followers  joined  him. 
In  mid-November  1978, 
California  congressman  Leo 
Ryan  visited  Jones’  complex 
in  Guyana,  but  was  met  with 
animosity.  He  and  his  crew 
were  shot  and  murdered  by 
Jones’ guards.  In  panic,  Jones 
addressed  his  congregation 
and  professed  it  was  time  to 
make  the  ultimate  sacrifice. 
9 1 2 members  of  the  People’s 
Temple,  including  men, 
women  and  children,  were 
given  a deadly  combination 
of  a purple  drink,  sedatives, 
tranquilizers  and  cyanide. 
Jim  Jones  shot  himself  in  the 
head  minutes  after  speaking 
to  his  cult  for  the  final  time. 


Though  bom  into  slavery, 
Washington  rose  from 
adversity  to  become  one 
of  the  most  predominant 
African  American  political 
figures  of  all-time. 
Begirming  his  career  as  an 
educator  in  West  Virginia, 
Washington  was  later  chosen 
to  administrate  a normal 
school  for  black  students  in 
Tuskegee,  Alabama.  Starting 
with  only  two  buildings  and 
little  resources,  Washington 
made  it  his  mission  to 
evolve  the  Tuskegee  Normal 
and  Industrial  Institute 
into  a lucrative  center  for 
education,  establishing 
over  100  buildings,  an 
endowment  of  S2  million, 
1 ,500  students  and  over  200 
accredited  faculty  members. 
His  pragmatic  political 
views  were  heralded 
amongst  African  Americans, 
professing  that  the  black 
man’s  development  of 
vocational  excellence  and 
respect  earned  among  white 

(fiosconsy 


Americans  would  eventually 
lead  to  the  abandonment 
of  segregation  and 
discrimination.  Washington 
earned  admiration  among 
prominent  white  Americans, 
who  were  influenced  by  his 
opinions  on  which  black 
individuals  and  institutions 
deserved  government 
patronage  and  philanthropic 
support.  Washington  wrote 
multiple  books,  but  none 
more  prolific  than  his 
autobiography  Up  from 
Slavery,  released  in  1901 
and  translated  into  numerous 
languages  around  the  world. 


Book  Review:  “Atlas  Shrugged”  by  Ayn  Rand  an  intelligent  and  epic  read 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


Ayn  Rand  has  always 
been  considered  a controversial 
writer,  considering  her 
libertarian  philosophy  and 
some  of  the  principles  lying 
behind  it,  but  has  also  remained 
a popular  one  over  the  years, 
with  “Atlas  Shrugged”  being 
her  self-described  magnum 
opus. 

It  is  also  her  grandest 
work,  and  is  usually  the  one 
most  connected  with  her  ideas 
and  her  societal  ideals. 

“Atlas  Shrugged”  takes 
place  in  an  alternate  history  of 
America  and  generally  follows 


the  exploits  of  Dagny  Taggart, 
one  of  the  chief  operators  of  one 
of  the  largest  railroad  companies 
in  the  country  . 

It  starts  out  with  her 
trying  to  save  the  company 
from  various  problems,  but 
it  becomes  easy  to  see  that 
there  are  greater  things  going 
on  behind  the  scenes  as  the 
more  important  and  productive 
people  in  the  world  start  to 
disappear. 

The  consequences  of  this 
phenomenon  and  its  effects  on 
the  world  make  up  the  rest  of 
the  plot,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
see  this  through  its  effects  on 
Dagny. 

There  are  three  major 
parts  the  book  is  divided  into, 
and  each  feels  like  a novel  in 


photo  by  texasgopvote. 


com 

itself. 

Now,  Miss  Taggart  is 
not  the  only  major  character 
in  the  book,  because  there  are 
quite  a few  more,  each  one 
different  than  the  others.  Ayn 
Rand  purposely  made  each 


of  her  characters  to  represent 
something  in  society  or  in  her 
ideal  version  of  a society. 

Due  to  this,  some 
characters  have  predictable 
behavior  and  are  almost  stuck 
with  the  ideas  they  are  supposed 
to  represent,  but  this  doesn’t 
take  away  from  the  intelligent 
dialogue  and  the  usually 
interesting  interactions  between 
the  characters. 

As  for  the  ideas  the 
Rand  espouses  in  the  novel 
(as  expressed  by  the  book’s 
heroic  characters,  including 
one  incredibly  long  speech  by 
one  that  lasts  about  70  pages  in 
my  version  and  takes  an  entire 
chapter),  they  are  challenging 
and  defended  at  least  well 
enough  to  make  you  think. 


While  you  may  not 
agree  with  them  (you  probably 
won’t),  they  form  a major  part 
of  the  plot,  and  through  this 
story  Rand  makes  them  come  to 
life,  something  rarely  done  well. 
The  writing  is  very  detailed  and 
expressive  in  nature. 

You  will  not  find  short 
and  simple  sentences  here  but 
complex  similes,  symbols,  and 
descriptions.  That  is  not  to  say 
it  is  bad,  but  it  is  something  you 
may  have  to  get  used  to  while 
reading  it. 

If  one  realizes  that  this  is 
a book  of  ideas  as  much  as  it 
is  a novel,  and  keeps  an  open 
mind,  it  is  an  intelligent,  epic, 
and  thought  provoking  read  that 
remains  entertaining. 
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Westfield  football  ends  season  on  high  note 


Banacos  race 


lyier  Morissette 

Voice  Reporter 


After  getting  their  first 
home  win  of  the  season  two 
weeks  ago  on  a snowy  Senior 
Day  against  Mass  Maritime  1 1- 
0,  the  Owls  of  Westfield  State 
traveled  to  Fitchburg  for  their 
last  game  of  the  season  last 
Saturday. 

In  a game  that  was 
basically  decided  at  the  end 
of  the  first  quarter,  the  Owls 
dominated  Fitchburg  State  34- 
7. 

Senior  quarterback 
Tyler  Dow  threw  for  three 
touchdown  passes  in  the  first 
quarter  alone,  as  he  decimated 
the  Fitchburg  defense  all  day 
long.  Dow  threw  for  197  yards 
and  threw  touchdown  passes  to 
Kevin  Parnell,  Kane  Terilli,  and 
JeffWinchell. 

Dow  finished  the  year 
throwing  for  1,513  yards  and 
10  scores,  but  those  numbers 
probably  could  have  easily  been 


better  if  Dow  didn’t  get  hurt 
early  in  the  season  in  a game 
against  Western  New  England. 
But  nonetheless  the  senior  from 
Franklin  was  able  to  get  the 


Defensively  against 
Fitchburg  the  Owls  were  helped 
mightily  by  Erik  Wellhoff,  who 
had  a 35-yard  interception  return 
for  a touchdown.  Wellhoff  had 


Westfield’s  defense,  which  will 
return  leading  tackier  Justin 
Ehrhardt  and  Dan  Dowling. 

The  Owls  will  lose 
nine  seniors  to  graduation  this 
year  in  Dave  Conte,  Tyler  Dow, 
fullback  Justin  Karrat,  Chris 
Landry,  Anthony  Laramee, 
Allyn  Mathieson,  defensive 
backs  Ryan  O’Connell,  Dylan 
Smith  and  Jeff  Smith. 

Though  the  losses  of 
these  seniors  will  be  huge  for 
the  Owls,  coach  Steve  Marino 
should  feel  optimistic  about 
next  year’s  team.  If  the  team  is 
able  to  not  lose  any  key  players 
then  they  will  return  many  key 
starters,  as  well  as  players  who 
played  significant  time  this 
year. 

The  offensive  line 
will  be  more  experienced,  and 
Marino  has  a good  one-two 
punch  at  running  back  with 
Michael  Mercadante  and  Brian 
Beauchemin,  who  ran  for  a 
combined  1,011  yards  with 
12  scores  between  them  this 
season.  Also  returning  will  be 
Kevin  Parnell  and  Kevin  Nicol, 


Banacos  race 
to  be  held  in 
November 

The  33rd  annual  James 
Banacos  10  K (6.2  miles) 
Road  Race  will  be  held  on 
Sunday,  November  20,  at 
11:00  a.m.  at  Westfield 
State  University. 

Registration  is 

from  9:45  to  race 
time  at  the  Woodward 
Center  (athletics  field 
house). 

The  registration  fee 
is  $8  for  Westfield  State 
students  and  $20  for  all 
others.  Official  t-shirts 
will  be  given  to  the  first  50 
runners. 

Contact  Lou  Ann 
Simchak  at  413-572-5417 
for  more  information . 


who  each  had  over  400  yards 
receiving. 

At  the  quarterback 
position  coach  Marino  will  have 
to  make  the  difficult  decision 
of  deciding  between  two  good 
players  in  Tommy  Leung  and 
Steve  Guercio. 


photo  by  Nancy  Bals 
Westfield  played  through  a pounding  snowstorm  to 
beat  Mass  Maritime  on  Homecoming  and  Senior  Day. 

Westfield’s  record  to  5-5  on  the  a team-high  four  interceptions 
year,  making  it  back  to  back  this  season  and  hopefully 
years  with  that  record.  will  return  next  year  to  help 


iDu^T  ra; 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  10  to 
westfieldvoicesports@yahoo  .com 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  November  13. 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  winner. 

Good  luck! 


Week  10  Games 

Rob 

Donoghue 

Joey 

Cooper 

Matt 

Jardin 

Steve 

Kligerman 

Tyler 

Morissette 

Oakland  at  San  Diego 

SD 

SD 

SD 

SD 

Arizona  at  Philadelphia 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

Tennessee  at  Carolina 

CAR 

CAR 

CAR 

CAR 

Houston  at  Tampa  Bay 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

Washington  at  Miami 

MIA 

WAS 

MIA 

MIA 

Jacksonville  at  Indianapolis 

IND 

JAC 

JAC 

IND 

Denver  at  Kansas  City 

KC 

KC 

KC 

DEN 

Buffalo  at  Dallas 

DAL 

DAL 

BUF 

DAL 

New  Orleans  at  Atlanta 

ATL 

NO 

ATL 

ATL 

St.  Louis  at  Cleveland 

CLE 

CLE 

STL 

CLE 

Pittsburgh  at  Cincinnati 

PIT 

PIT 

CIN 

PIT 

Baltimore  at  Seattle 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

N.Y.  Giants  at  San  Francisco 

NYG 

SF 

SF 

NYG 

Detroit  at  Chicago 

DET 

DET 

DET 

CHI 

New  England  at  N.Y.  Jets 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

Minnesota  at  Green  Bay 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

Season  Record 

70-30 

71-29 

64-36 

70-30 

63-37 
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Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 

Bj:  Rob  Donoghue 

Sports  Editor  ^ 


What  a crazy  week 
it  was.  That  was  a Halloween 
I’ll  certainly  never  forget.  It 
was  strange  going  to  bed  on 
the  Saturday  night  of  the  storm 
without  any  power. 

Waking  up  the  next 
morning  still  without  power, 
over  a foot  of  snow  on  the  ground 
and  trees  down  everywhere  was 
even  weirder.  It  all  felt  like  1 was 
in  some  sort  of  strange  dream. 

I know  it’s  New 
England,  but  even  for  this 
area  that  was  some  pretty  wild 
weather  for  October.  1 was 
able  to  find  power  and  watch 
the  Patriots-Steelers  game  that 


Sunday  night,  but  1 would  have 
been  better  off  reading  A Tale  of 
Two  Cities  by  candlelight. 

As  for  this  past  Sunday, 
1 watched  the  Pats-Giants  game 
before  making  the  two  hour 
drive  back  to  Westfield  and 
let’s  just  say  the  game  didn’t 
exactly  put  me  in  a great  mood 
for  making  the  long  drive  back 
here  in  the  dark. 

Just  when  1 thought 
the  Pats  were  going  to  pull 
it  out,  a recurring  nightmare 
flashbacked  into  my  head  and 
the  Giants  were  able  to  steal 
away  a last  second  victory 
(Matt  Castonguay  is  laughing 


somewhere).  When  the  game 
was  over  1 physically  felt  sick 
to  my  stomach  and  developed 
a headache.  1 couldn’t  believe 
what  had  just  happened. 

When  the  Patriots’ 
schedule  came  out,  I knew  this 
three  game  stretch  would  be 
their  toughest  part  of  the  season. 
But  I still  figured  the  Pats  would 
win  at  least  two  of  the  games. 

Now  this  Sunday’s 
game  against  the  Jets  is  an 
absolute  must  win.  I don’t 
want  to  harp  on  how  pitiful 
their  defensive  pressure  and 
secondary  is  or  how  their  bland 
offense  has  gotten  worse  each 


week.  I could  spend  this  whole 
column  talking  X’s  and  O’s. 

I’ve  been  saying  the 
same  things  for  two  months  and 
I’m  tired  of  repeating  myself. 
This  team  has  plenty  of  talent 
(although  Bill  Belichick  seems 
to  think  he  can  win  without  any) 
and  needs  to  find  a way  to  win 
in  New  York. 

The  Jets  unfortunately 
beat  the  Bills  in  Buffalo  last 
week  and  I think  two  of  the 
three  5-3  AFC  East  teams  will 
make  it  to  the  playoffs.  I hope 
of  course  that’s  the  Pats  and 
Bills,  but  Buffalo  didn’t  do 
themselves  any  favors  with  that 


terrible  loss  last  week. 

There  were  some  great 
college  football  games  last 
Sunday  but  it’s  disappointing 
to  know  that  Boise  State  has 
absolutely  no  chance  of  making 
it  to  the  BCS  Championship 
game.  Even  if  Oklahoma  State, 
LSU  and  Stanford  all  lose,  two 
of  the  one-loss  teams  will  face 
off  in  the  tile  game  before  the 
Boise  Broncos  get  a chance. 

As  long  as  Boise 
finishes  undefeated  they’ll 
make  it  to  a BCS  game,  but  the 
championship  game  is  out  of 
the  picture  based  on  a computer 
formula. 


Voice  Sports  Reporters  Debate:  Best  NCAA  basketball  team? 


I still  cannot  believe 
the  college  basketball  season  is 
already  upon  us,  and  it  is  now 
time  to  pick  a preseason  favor- 
ite to  win  the  National  Champi- 
onship. Now  I know  my  coun- 
terpart Joey  will  be  a homer 
and  pick  his  favorite  team  Ohio 
State,  but  he  is  wrong. 

While  Ohio  State  is  a 
great  team  that  has  a great  in- 
side player  in  Jared  Sullinger 
and  a great  defender  in  William 
Buford,  my  fear  for  this  team  is 
actually  their  role  players. 

Ohio  State’s  coach 
Thad  Matta  has  always  relied 
too  heavily  on  his  starters  and 
they  need  to  find  some  role 
players  to  step  up,  and  they  still 
have  to  get  past  a tough  Purdue 
team  that  returns  Robbie  Hum- 
mel. 

Even  though  I am  a 
fan  of  UConn  basketball  and 
think  that  they  will  have  a great 
year  with  the  addition  of  Andre 
Drummond,  I think  the  lack  of 
any  real  leadership  will  hurt  this 
team  in  the  end.  That  is  why  1 
am  going  to  go  with  Duke  as 
my  preseason  favorite  to  win  it 
all. 

Though  Duke  lost  a 


great  leader  in  point  guard  No- 
lan Smith,  this  team  brought  in 
Austin  Rivers  who  will  fill  that 
void.  Both  Seth  Curry  and  An- 
dre Dawkins  are  deadly  from 
three-point  range  and  Duke’s 
inside  game  should  be  very 
good  with  both  Mason  and 
Miles  Plumlee. 

Plus,  you  have  the  best 
coach  in  the  college  game  in 
Mike  Krzyzewski,  who  has  an 
amazing  track  record.  Look  at 
these  numbers:  he’s  missed  the 
top  10  once  in  the  last  15  years. 
He’s  won  either  an  ACC  regular 
season  or  tournament  title  in  1 3 
of  those  15  seasons. 

He’s  had  Duke  in  the 
NCAA  Tournament  every  year 
and  in  the  Sweet  16  in  12  of 
the  last  15  seasons.  Though  1 
know  Duke  will  have  to  chal- 
lenge UNC  in  the  ACC,  they 
will  prevail  because  this  team 
can  knock  down  the  three  ball. 

Though  we  may  not 
agree  Joey  on  which  team  is 
the  preseason  favorite,  I think 
we  can  both  agree  that  we  are 
excited  for  the  college  basket- 
ball season  to  begin  because  the 
NBA  isn’t  going  to  be  playing 
anytime  soon. 


Tyler  Morissette 


VS. 


Joey  Cooper 


Duke  is  a safe  choice 
here,  but  I don’t  like  what  I see 
from  the  Blue  Devils  this  sea- 
son. With  Kyle  Singler  graduat- 
ing, this  team  has  no  go  to  op- 
tion late  in  games  like  Kemba 
Walker  or  Derrick  Williams. 
Seth  Curry  so  far  hasn’t  lived 
up  to  the  hype,  averaging  just 
nine  points  and  two  assists  per 
contest  last  year.  It  will  be  hard 
for  them  to  enter  the  NCAA 
tournament  on  a hot  streak 
while  getting  slapped  around 
by  North  Carolina  in  the  ACC 
tournament. 

Sure,  it’s  no  secret  I 
am  going  with  The  Ohio  State 
University,  but  I have  good 
reason.  This  Ohio  State  team 
is  poised  going  into  the  2011- 
2012  season  learning  from  their 
mistakes  a season  ago. 

Last  year’s  team  that 
fell  short  on  the  final  possession 
in  the  Sweet  Sixteen  against 
the  Kentucky  Wildcats  was  led 
by  two  true  freshmen.  Upsets 
due  happen  when  teams  aren’t 
ready  for  high  expectations,  and 
in  Columbus  the  expectations 
each  season  demand  banners. 

Jared  Sullinger  and 
Aaron  Craft,  the  two  returning 


leaders  of  this  squad,  come  into 
the  season  a year  older  which 
means  they  will  know  what  to 
expect.  The  Buckeyes  will  enter 
the  NCAA  tournament  rolling 
over  a weak  Big  Ten  conference 
in  a down  year. 

Sullinger  has  shed 
some  weight  in  the  offseason 
that  will  make  this  low  px)St 
presence  a nightmare  for  those 
who  attempt  to  cover  him  late  in 
games. 

Their  week  bench 
you’re  referring  to  is  solid  and 
will  get  them  by  to  the  title 
game.  J.D.  Weatherspoon  and 
Lenzelle  Smith  Jr.  are  human 
highlight  reels  that  can  spark 
the  team  when  you  least  expect 
it. 

It’s  not  that  Ohio  State 
has  a weak  bench,  but  that  is 
the  way  Thad  Matta  coaches  his 
teams,  playing  the  star  players 
for  the  entire  40  minutes.  He 
has  showed  it  works  before  after 
making  a title  game  in  2007. 

We  will  see  how  these 
teams  matchup  on  November 
29th,  when  the  Duke  Blue  Dev- 
ils head  into  a hostile  environ- 
ment in  front  of  18,(X)0  strong 
in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
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Tommy  D’s 

Complimentary  Wing 

Mondays! 


Drink  Specials: 

Rum  and  Coke  3.50 
Ten  Penny  Ale  Draft  3.00 
Fireball  Whiskey  Shot  3.00 
Jekyll  and  Hyde  Shot  4.00 


Raffle  for  3 Authentic  Jerseys 

A Patriots,  a Celtics,  and  a Bruins  Jersey 
3 raffle  tickets  for  $5  or  an  arm  length  for  $20 


Pitcher  and  Wing  Special  $8.95 
12  Wings  and  a Pitcher  of  Beer 

Serving  Food  from  4-10 


of  tie  maffc  bv  MarV  Pansi 


of  #K  marit  by  Mdri<  Pa'isi 
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Daily  SuDoku:  Mon  7-Nov-201 1 


veiy  hard 


Musicals 


G A O N F U A 

R C G E T H O 

E A A M H I Y 

A R C R G S 1 

SO  1 A L L T 
E U H C A Y P 

Y S C N M J O 

D E N M D H A 

A L O I A N B 

L T T L P W T 

R I K S O P P 

I O I H T A O 

A G S A C A S 

F O O I W T T 

Y L F D S A I 

M 1 G E S H H 

C V W I W P O 

A E Y N G N E 

E R F N E I H 

T E R A B A C 

A CHORUS  LINE 
ALL THAT  JAZZ 
ANNIE 

BLUE  HAWAII 
BRIGADOON 
BUGSY  MALONE 
CABARET 
CALAMITY  JANE 
CAMELOT 
CARMEN 
CAROUSEL 
CHICAGO 
EVITA 
FAME 
FANTASIA 


T A I VAR 

L I D A Y I 

T I R A H C 

L K S T O C 

H A T J A Z 

M P T O S F 

E A F O L O 

0 C U A T E 

1 T A S N ( 

H L E F C T 

H D H O Y G 

I E S O S N 

P H M Y U O 

G Y M U D S 

E A R O S G 

L F L A A I 

E L A D M J 

E U O I O T 

L O L E R O 

N L Y B L R 

FUNNY  FACE 
FUNNY  GIRL 
GIGI 

GODSPELL 

GREASE 

GYPSY 

HAIR 

HELLO,  DOLLY! 
HIGH  SOCIETY 
HOLIDAY  INN 
JAILHOUSE  ROCK 
LA  TRAVI ATA 
MARY  POPPINS 
MOULIN  ROUGE 
MY  FAIR  LADY 


T A L N N Y N 

N N A T I V E 

T E E W S N W 

K I N G S E S 

Z Y H C A G I 

R E Y A C U E 

A T E L H O S 

E M O A O R W 

M B E M R N I 

U A Y I U I N 

A L C T S L G 

L S B Y L U T 

N R I J I O I 

I U P A N M M 

E A F N E Y E 

L R H E S H E 

C T O P H A T 

O M Y C T I H 

R G A U K R M 

I G Y N N U F 

NEWSIES 

OKLAHOMA! 

OLIVER! 

PAL  JOEY 
SHOW  BOAT 
SILK  STOCKINGS 
SOUTH  PACIFIC 
STATE  FAIR 
SWEET  CHARITY 
SWING  TIME 
THE  MUSIC  MAN 
TOMMY 
TOP  HAT 

WEST  SIDE  STORY 
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DEAN 

COLLE G E 

SCHOOL  OF  PROFESSIOfsIAL 
AND  CONTINUING  STUDIES 


This  winter  break  . .. 
Accompiish  more 

Earn  credits  in  only  2 weeks! 


Accelerated  Intersession 

January  9-20,  2012 

Earn  credits  for  transfer  to  your 
home  institution...  fast! 


For  more  information 
call  855-462-3326 
or  visit  www.dean.edu/  intersession 


^CElVEjy 
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No  extension  to  semester  following  October  snowstorm 


Samantha  Fahey 

Editor-In-Chief 


Two  weeks  ago,  Westfield 
was  hit  with  a massive  storm  that 
shook  the  community  and  covered 
the  city  in  over  a foot  of  snow.  Now, 
the  impacts  and  repercussions  are 
catching  up  to  us  - but  they’re  not 
completely  detrimental. 

We  lost  a week  of  school, 
a week  that  happened  to  be  the 
advising  period  for  juniors  to 
register  for  next  semester.  That 
week  was  delayed  and  the  schedule 
for  advising  and  registration  had 
to  be  revised. 

“In  setting  up  the  original 
schedule  ,the  Registrarhadarranged 
for  the  process  to  conclude  before 
the  brief  Thanksgiving  break,”  said 
Elizabeth  Preston,  Interim  Vice 
President  of  Academic  Affairs. 
“Unfortunately,  we  will  now  be 
finishing  the  process  following 
the  break,  which  we  had  hoped  to 
avoid.  But  we  don’t  think  that’s  a 
significant  problem.” 

To  the  pleasant  surprise 
of  many  students,  Preston  and  the 
rest  of  the  Academic  Affairs  office 
made  the  decision  not  to  extend 
the  semester. 


“That  decision  was  based 
on  a number  of  factors,”  Preston 
said.  “Each  option  for  extending 
the  semester  was  problematic.” 

She  said  that  there  simply 
isn’t  enough  time  before  the 
holidays  to  add  a full  week,  but 
that  adding  anything  less  than 
a full  week  would  “not  treat  all 


classes  equally,”  and  disrupt  the 
balance  between  the  Monday, 
Wednesday,  Friday  classes  and  the 
Tuesday,  Thursday  classes. 

Adding  only  three  or  four 
days,  Preston  said,  would  push  the 
deadline  for  grade  submissions  far 
into  January,  so  that  “students  who 
were  suspended  or  academically 


dismissed  would  have  almost  no 
time  to  appeal  the  decision.” 

While  this  decision  has 
forced  teachers  to  revise  their 
syllabi  and  make  cuts  to  class  work, 
most  students  are  ecstatic  that  they 
got  a Halloween  vacation. 

“I  couldn’t  believe  it 
when  I found  out  that  the  semester 
wouldn’t  be  extended,”  a WSU 
junior  said.  “We  basically  got  a 
free  week  off,  it  was  perfect.” 

“I  don’t  think  the  loss 
of  last  week’s  classes  will  have  a 
significant  impact  on  final  exams,” 
Preston  said.  “There  is  still  quite  a 
bit  of  the  semester  remaining,  and 
I’m  very  confident  that  classes 
will  recover  from  the  disruption 
quickly.” 

Since  the  beginning  of 
the  summer  months,  Westfield  has 
endured  a tornado,  an  earthquake, 
a hurricane,  and  now  a major 
snowstorm. 

“1  think  everyone  should 
consider  taking  Professor  Leiker’s 
course  on  severe  and  unusual 
weather,”  Preston  joked. 

And  in  New  England,  that 
doesn’t  seem  like  a bad  idea.  But 
Westfield  State  has  proved  that 
it  can  bounce  back  from  almost 
anything. 


Useful.  Ehong  .Numb.ers: 

Campus  - Page  3 

A&E  - Pages  6 & 7 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

Occupy  Westfield 

Reflections 

Sun  - 3;00pm-8:00pm 

Public  Safety  - 5262 
Information  Technology  - 5528 
Library  - 523 1 

OpEd  - Pages  4 & 5 
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Sports  - Pages  8-10 

WSU  Rugby 

Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 
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SGA 

update 


The  blood  drive  will 
be  be  Wednesday, 
November  30th  in  the 
Parenzo  Gym.  Sign 
ups  will  be  in  the 
Dining  Commons. 

Brown  bag  bingo  will 
be  Friday,  November 
18th  at  11pm  in  the 
Ely  Campus  Center. 

The  Make  A Wish! 
Date  Auction  has 
been  rescheduled 
to  December  3rd  at 
7:30pm  in  Dever  Hall 
and  Stage. 

SGA’s  next  meeting 
will  be  Tuesday, 
November  29th  at 
5:30pm  in  the  SGA 
room. 

This  weekend  at  8 
pan.  movie:  Harry 
Potter  and  the  Death- 
ly Hallows  Part  II 

by  Krysta  Livingstone 


Thanksgiving  much  more  than  turkey  and  pumpkin  pie 


Alex  Myers 
Editor-In-Chief 


Americans  know 

Thanksgiving  Day  to  mean 
Turkey  Day,  the  fourth  Thursday 
of  November,  Football  Day, 
amongst  other  things. 

However,  this  holiday 
is  a lot  more  than  stuffing 
bellies  with  turkey,  yams,  and 
pumpkin  pie.  The  beginning  of 
Thanksgiving  goes  back  a long 
way  and  its  story  deserves  to  be 
shared. 

The  first  Thanksgiving 
took  place  in  1621  to  honor  the 
harvest  that  was  gathered  by  the 
Plymouth  Colony  after  a very 
harsh  and  long  winter. 

Governor  William 

Bradford  declared  a day  of 
thanksgiving  that  year  after 
the  pilgrims  survived  the 
winter  months  and  could  now 
be  thankful  for  their  food  and 
lives. 

The  colonists  celebrated 
this  day  as  a traditional  harvest 
feast  and  they  invited  the  local 
Wampanoag  Indians  to  join 
them. 

If  anyone  has  seen  the 
Beatles  inspired  movie  Across 
the  Universe,  this  quote  might 
sound  familiar. 

Regarding  Thanksgiving, 
Lucy  says,  “Yeah.  It  celebrates 
the  time  when  the  Native 
Americans  shared  their  food 


Photo  by  businesspundit.com 
The  first  Thanksgiving  took  place  in  the  fall  of  1621 . 


with  the  early  settlers.  And  how 
do  we  repay  them?  We  slaughter 
them  in  thousands  and  then  ship 
them  off  to  the  [worst]  bits  of 
real  estate.” 

It’s  a little  extreme, 
but  the  point  is  although  the 
colonists  invited  the  Indians 
to  their  feast,  technically  they 
were  on  the  Indians’  land  and 
were  eating  their  food. 

So  the  thought  that 
Pilgrims  and  Indians  fought 
over  land  during  the  first 
Thanksgiving  is  not  far  off  from 
the  truth. 

They  did  fight  over  land. 


but  the  first  T-Day  was  spent 
sharing  food  and  company,  not 
arguing.  All  thirteen  colonies 
did  not  at  first  celebrate 
Thanksgiving  at  the  same 
time,  although  all  of  them  did 
participate  sometime  after 
the  fall  harvests.  In  October 
of  1789,  George  Washington 
declared  it  an  official  holiday. 

By  the  mid-1800’s,  many 
states  observed  theThanksgiving 
holiday  and  would  celebrate  it. 

Poet  and  editor  Sarah  J. 
Hale  was  lobbying  for  a national 
Thanksgiving  holiday. 

President  Abraham 


Lincoln,  during  the  Civil  War, 
was  trying  to  find  ways  to  unite 
the  nation  and  decided  to  discuss 
the  subject  of  Thanksgiving  with 
Hale  - hoping  he  has  found  his 
way  to  do  so. 

In  1863,  Lincoln  gave 
his  Thanksgiving  Proclamation 
declaring  the  last  Thursday 
in  November  a day  of 
thanksgiving. 

It  did  not  stay  that  way 
for  long,  for  between  1939  and 
1941,  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
announced  Thanksgiving  as  the 
third  Thursday  in  November 
to  leave  more  time  for  the 
Christmas  shopping  season. 

Controversy  followed 
this,  though,  and  Congress 
passed  a joint  resolution  in  1941 
saying  that  Thanksgiving  should 
fall  on  the  fourth  Thursday  of 
November  and  that  is  where  it 
remains  today. 

As  all  Thanksgi  ving  lovers 
out  there  (hopefully  everyone), 
enjoy  a Thanksgiving  meal,  but 
remember  to  keep  in  mind  the 
reason  we  get  to  celebrate  it. 

Had  the  Native 
Americans  and  the  colonists 
not  been  willing  to  settle  their 
differences  and  share  their  land 
and  food,  we  might  still  be  in 
school  on  the  fourth  Thursday 
in  November,  and  we  might 
never  know  the  distinct  and 
yummy  taste  pumpkin  pie  has 
on  Thanksgiving  - different 
from  any  other  day. 
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Take  Back  Westfield  State 


photo  by  Casey  Anne  Dupelle 
Student  protestors  march  together  across  campus. 


Ryan  Chandler 

Voice  Reporter 


Students  at  Westfield  State 
University  took  to  the  streets 
last  Monday  night  in  a show 
of  solidarity  towards  students 
who  have  been  harassed  due 
to  their  ethnicity,  gender,  and 
orientation. 

Organized  by  Occupy 
Westfield,  collaborating 

with  Sage,  QSA  and  other 
organizations,  the  march  was 
originally  planned  due  to  a 
series  of  threats  Frank  Giuliano 
had  been  receiving  for  the  past 
11  years. 

A professor  in  Physical 
Science,  he  had  been  open  about 
his  sexual  orientation  when 
he  first  came  to  the  campus. 
After  some  time  teaching  here, 
he  began  to  be  threatened  by 
anonymous  sources. 

He  turned  to  Public 
Safety  for  assistance,  although 
the  abuse  did  not  stop.  As  the 
years  went  on,  he  was  forced  to 
hide  who  he  was  out  of  fear  of 
being  attacked. 

By  the  beginning  of 
this  year  the  hateful  messages 
continued.  In  October,  Giuliano 
had  a note  left  on  his  door, 
mimicking  the  language  he 
had  been  hearing  time  and  time 
again. 

He  was  fed  up  with  the 
threats  and  addressed  this 
problem  with  some  of  the 
faculty.  A week  later.  President 
Dobelle  sent  an  email  to  the 
students  and  faculty  about  the 
ongoing  assault. 

It  read,  “Harassment 
and  intolerance  are  an  affront 
to  us  all,  and  have  no  place  on 
our  campus.  No  faculty,  staff 
member  or  student  should  feel 
he  or  she  has  to  defend  him/ 
herself  because  of  gender,  race, 
religion,  nationality  or  sexual 
orientation  at  Westfield  State... 
We  encourage  you  to  take  a 
strong  stand  against  bigotry  and 
hatred  of  any  kind.  It  has  no 
place  here,  period.” 


Although  Professor 
Giuliano’s  case  may  be  extreme, 
many  students  and  fellow 
facility  have  been  receiving 
similar  hateful  comments  from 
others  and  were  sick  of  the 
treatment  as  well. 

In  a show  of  solidarity, 
over  100  members  of  Westfield 
State  marched  around  the 
campus,  dawning  candles  and 
letting  their  voices  be  heard. 

Bryan  Palmer,  a senior  at 
Westfield  State,  addressed  the 
crowd  before  the  march,  “We  are 
here  to  send  a message  that  it  is 
not  okay  to  mess  with  us,  we  are 
fed  up  with  it...  This  has  gone 
on  for  too  long  and  honestly,  I 
don’t  think  we  should  have  to 
be  here  right  now.  We  shouldn’t 
have  to  be  marching,  holding 
up  candles  and  chanting,  but 
were  going  to  do  this,  because 
it  needs  to  be  done.” 

As  students  made  their 
way  from  Mod  Hall,  their  first 
stop  was  Wilson  hall,  the  site 
of  Giuliano’s  office  and  his 
attacks. 

After  a brief  speech,  the 
protesters  repeated,  “Take  it 
back,  Wilson  Hall”  and  moved 
onto  other  areas  of  campus. 

They  also  stopped  at 
Courtney  Hall,  a site  where 
hateful  speech  had  been  yelled 
out  the  courtyard  windows  in 
the  past.  In  return,  they  yelled 
back  “Stop  the  violence,  end 


the  silence.” 

Marching  from  there, 
they  also  made  demonstrations 
in  front  of  Scanlon  Hall  and 
Western  Avenue  where  acts  of 
bigotry  have  also  taken  place. 

After  reclaiming  these 
areas  of  violent  incidents,  the 
group  assembled  on  the  green 
to  share  stories,  statements  and 
discuss  ways  in  which  the  body 
of  Westfield  State  can  support 
one  another. 

Dave  Cisek,  a student 
in  Ethnic  and  Gender  Studies 
stated  to  the  crowd,  “Westfield 
State  University,  we  have  a 
message  for  you.  We  will  no 
longer  be  tolerated,  we  will  no 
longer  be  segregated  and  we 
will  no  longer  be  silenced.  We 
are  a community  of  strength  and 
love  that  cannot  be  shattered.” 

As  the  march  was  ending 
and  the  candles  melted  down, 
Frank  Giuliano  addressed  his 
supporters  to  close  the  action, 
“Westfield  students,  thank  you 
for  helping  me  realize  that  I 
deserve  a safe  place  to  work. 
Thank  you  for  showing  the 
courage  to  do  what  our  leaders 
failed  to  do.  Thank  you!” 

If  you  as  a student  feel 
that  you  are  being  harassed  due 
to  your  race,  gender,  sexual 
orientation,  ethnicity  or  identity. 
Mod  Hall  is  a safe  place  for  you 
to  find  comfort,  understanding 
and  assistance. 


Student 

Spotlight 

hy  Tim  Gallery 


Name:  Lindsey  Saba 
Hometown:  Dracut,  MA. 

Major:  Early  Childhood  Education 

Do  you  go  anywhere  special  for  Thanksgiving? 

My  family  always  comes  to  my  house. 

Are  you  already  playing  Christmas  music/decorating 
for  it? 

Not  yet,  but  as  soon  as  Thanksgiving  ends,  I’m 
going  Christmas  crazy! 

In  a football  match  of  Pilgrims  vs.  Indians,  which 
side  are  you  on? 

Indians;  no  one  ever  thinks  of  their  struggle. 

What  is  your  favorite  Thanksgiving  dish? 

My  mom’s  mashed  potatoes! 

If  you  had  to  take  one  dish  off  the  table,  what  would 
it  be? 

Probably  cranberry  sauce;  it’s  weird  looking. 

Do  you  have  a certain  Thanksgiving  recipe  you 
create  each  year? 

My  sisters  and  I always  make  a chocolate  truffle.  It’s 
so  good! 

What  are  you  most  thankful  for? 

My  amazing  family  and  friends.  I’d  be  lost  without 
them. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the 
spotlight  - or  know  someone  who 
deserves  it  - email 
thevoice@wsc.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Knope  2012: 

U.S.  need  for  power  causes  debt 


Nadine  Boes 
Voice  Reporter 

After  watching  the 
most  recent  Republican  debates 
on  Saturday,  I got  the  impression 
of  what  the  Repubhcan  Party’s 
foreign  policy  is. 

We’re  going  to  bomb 
that  country,  water  board, 
use  “enhanced  interrogation 
techniques”  on  those  people  and 
support  this  dictator  who  uses 
military  action  against  peaceful 
protestors  in  this  country. 

An  unfortunate  fact  is, 
that  in  2005,  the  United  States 
had  over  700  military  bases  in 
different  countries.  To  put  this 
into  perspective,  there  are  a total 
of  196  countries  in  the  world. 

Many  in  the  United 
States  carry  a sense  of  pride 
of  living  in  a country  that  has 
asserted  itself  so  prevalently 
throughout  the  world.  Mitt 


Joshua  Clark 
Voice  Reporter 


It  turns  out  that  the 
manners  that  we  were  taught  as 
children  may  have  developed  a 
shallow  twist  to  them.  A simple 
manner  like  holding  the  door 
open  has  turned  into  a beauty 
contest. 

Holding  the  door 
for  somebody  is  a courtesy  that 
is  taught  by  parents  to  their 
children  at  a young  age. 

If  you’re  walking 
through  a doorway  and  there’s 
somebody  at  least  five  feet  from 
you,  it  is  a generally  accepted 
rule  to  hold  the  door  open  for 
him  or  her. 

However,  there  has 
been  an  interesting  trend  that 
seems  to  have  developed;  it  has 
even  been  noticed  on  campus. 
Men  hold  the  door  for  other 
men  and,  in  some  cases,  women 
that  they  may  find  attractive. 


Ronmey  claims  that  even 
our  drone  strikes  are  actually 
welcome  in  Pakistan. 

“In  2009,  an  estimated 
2300  civilians  were  killed  in 
terror  attacks  along  with  many 
more  injured,”  said  Chris 
Rogers  of  the  Campaign  For 
Innocent  Victims  in  Conflict. 
“Counting  losses  from  Pakistani 
military  operations  and  U.S. 
drone  strikes,  civilian  casualties 
in  Pakistan  likely  exceed  in 
number  those  in  neighboring 
Afghanistan.” 

Even  if  there  was 
an  agreement  with  Pakistan 
(there  is  not),  how  can  so  many 
civilian  deaths  be  justified.  The 
United  States  is  very  quick  to 
resort  to  military'  action,  but  not 
quick  enough  for  many  of  the 
Repubhcan  nominees. 

The  candidates,  minus 
Ron  Paul,  said  they  would 
support  military'  action  in  Iran  in 
order  to  discourage  them  from 


An  anonymous 
junior  recently  pointed  out  to 
me  that  she  noticed  that  men 
often  do  this. 

“They  won’t  hold 
the  door  if  I look  like  this,”  she 
said,  insinuating  that  she  didn’t 
fit  the  stereoty  pe,  “but  if  I had 
a miniskirt,  a low-cut  shirt,  it’d 
be  no  problem.” 

I asked  a couple  of 
men  what  they  thought  of  this 
new  “marmer.”  One  freshman 
male,  who  remains  anonymous, 
said  that  it  doesn’t  matter  to  him. 
“I  just  see  somebody  behind  me 
and  I hold  the  door.  I hold  doors 
for  guys  too,”  he  said. 

Anotheranonymous 
freshman  male  said,  “It  would 
help  if  they  were  attractive  but 
it  doesn’t  matter,  I hold  them 
for  all  girls.” 

The  question  of 
what  it’s  like  to  lose  your 
attractiveness  was  posed 
recently  on  Quora.com.  An 
anonymous  user  posted,  “Men 


developing  a nuclear  weapon. 

In  response.  National 
Iranian  American  Council 
President  Trita  Parsi  said,  “The 
only  way  to  resolve  the  standoff 
with  Iran  is  through  sustained 
diplomacy. 

But  that  takes  far 
more  political  courage  than 
the  decision  to  send  young 
American  servicemen  and 
women  off  to  war.” 

That  last  sentence 
strikes  a chord.  Republicans 
refuse  to  cut  funding  for  one 
of  the  largest  military  budgets 
in  the  world,  but  have  no 
problem  cutting  agencies  like 
the  Department  of  Education. 
In  most  instances  the  problem 
does  not  lie  in  the  hands  of 
conservatives. 

It  is  in  the  reality  that 
we  five  in  a country  that  allows 
us  to  ignore  needless  deaths 
in  the  name  of  power  and 
globalization. 

turned  shallow 

stop  holding  doors  and  elevators 
for  you  and  stop  helping  you  put 
your  luggage  in  the  overhead 
rack  on  airplanes.” 

A search  of  Google 
also  turns  up  interesting 
results.  One  site,  which  posted 
advice  for  people  seeking  a 
relationship,  posted,  “When  he 
starts  acting  like  a gentleman 
by  holding  doors  open  for  you 
or  helping  you  with  your  coat, 
he’s  demonstrating  that  he’s 
interested  in  taking  care  of  you 
and  making  your  life  easier. . . It 
also  shows  that  his  mother 
raised  him  right.” 

The  real  question  is 
one  that  we  can  take  away  from 
our  mothers  who  teach  us  these 
manners.  Do  they  teach  then- 
sons  to  hold  the  doors  for  only 
attractive  people? 

If  you  would  to  add  your 
input  to  this  issue,  send  me  an 
email  at  jclark8517@westfield. 
ma.edu.  I’ll  write  a follow-up 
for  next  week. 


Childhood  manners  may  have 


The  Westfield  Voice 


It’s  almost  Thanksgiving!!  I can’t  wait  to  be  home 
- which  is  weird  to  say,  because  we  just  had  a whole 
week  off.  It  was  amazing  at  the  time,  but  now  it 
doesn’t  even  feel  like  it  happened!  Weird. 

I have  to  work  on  Black  Friday.  Not  that  Build->' 
A-Bear  is  crazy  busy  that  day...  Anyway!  We  had 
named  one  of  our  replacements  for  when  we  gradu- 
ate! I don’t  think  I should  name  him  here. ..not  yet. 

So  have  a great  Thanksgiving,  everyone!  I’m  thank- 
ful for  everyone  who  contributes  to  the  paper.  It 
has  come  so  far  over  these  past  few  years!  And  of 
course  I’m  thankful  for  my  family  and  friends.  Rob 
and  Alex  most,  for  putting  up  with  me  all  the  time! 
Thank  you! 

Samantha  Fahey 
Co-Editor-In-Chief 
sfahey5744@  Westfield  .ma  .edu 


Career  Services  Presents... 

The  Hartford  headquarters  of  Guilford  Spe- 
cialty Group,  which  insures  businesses  against 
complex  risks  across  America  and  is  part  of 
the  International  Financial  Group,  has  been 
named  one  of  the  “Top  Workplaces  in  the 
Hartford  Area”  for  2011. 

This  article  is  significant  because  the 
CEO  of  Guilford  Specialty  Group  is  an 
alumni  of  Westfield  State  University. 

Congrats! 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Editor’s 

Desk 


WARNING;  If  you  are  creeped  out  by  flexibility, 
do  not  look  at  my  picture. 

Yeah,  my  hands  are  extremely  double  jointed  and 
they’re  creepier  in  person  so  I apologize  for  the 
nastiness. 

Anyway,  hi!  I can’t  believe  it’s  almost 
Thanksgiving  which  means  it’s  almost  time  for 
Black  Friday! 

I went  shopping  over  the  weekend  and  my  dad 
asked  me  why  I wasn’t  buying  anything  for 
Christmas.  I told  him  it  was  because  I loved  the 
Black  Friday  rush  so  I wanted  to  wait! 

We  won’t  be  doing  a paper  next  week,  so  have  a 
happy  Thanksgiving  and  good  luck  shoppers!! 

Alex  Myers 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 
amyers9330@  Westfield  .ma.edu 


The  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those  of 
the  staff  or  of  the  university 
as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ‘Hetter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@wsc.ma.edu. 
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Competency  and  Conservatism 


photo  by  dobminessinchina.com 


The  Republican  candidates  debate  on  what  to  do  about 
China. 


Brady  Kerr 
Voice  Reporter 


The  other  night 
featured  a foreign  policy 
debate  among  the  Republican 
candidates  for  President.  It  aired 
on  CBS  and  was  quite  peculiar. 

The  candidates 

did  very  well  articulating  a 
message,  however  the  media 
will  probably  be  upset  because 
there  were  no  major  meltdowns 
for  them  to  cover. 

The  odd  part  was  that 
the  debate  was  broadcast  for 
only  one  hour  and  the  other  half 
hour  was  optional  for  the  station 
to  cover. 

Almost  every  CBS 
affiliate  did  not  finish  the 
debate. 

Other  than  that,  it  was 
a great  forum  of  ideas,  more 
than  just  political  sound  bites. 
But  that’s  all  I’m  going  to  say 
about  the  terrible  job  CBS  did 
at  organizing  a major  foreign 
policy  debate. 

The  candidates  talked 
about  how  their  administrations 
might  handle  world  affairs. 

Outside  of  Herman 
Cain  looking  like  a deer  in  the 
headlights,  everyone  did  well. 

Mitt  Romney  did  a 
good  job  at  looking  diplomatic, 
while  advocating  an  America 
that  brokers  peace  through 
strength. 

Romney  seems  to  be 
the  one  candidate,  outside  of 
Jon  Huntsman,  who  understands 
China. 

While  they  both  have 
different  views  on  the  issue, 
Romney  advocates  holding 
China  accountable  for  currency 
manipulation,  intellectual 
property  theft  and  downright 
unfair  practices. 

Former  Governor 
Huntsman,  who  happens  to  have 
held  the  position  of  Ambassador 
to  China  claims  that  Former 
Governor  Romney  will  start  a 
costly  trade  war  with  China. 

I happen  to  agree 
with  both  of  them.  It  is  time 


to  get  tough  with  China,  their 
communist  system  mixed 
with  free  market  benefits  is 
troubling. 

1 agree  with  Former 
Governor  Romney  that  currency 
manipulation  puts  America  in 
a tough  position  while  trying 
to  regain  control  of  a flagging 
economy. 

I also  agree  that  our 
rule  of  law  should  be  imposed, 
so  that  China  cannot  rip  off  our 
intellectual  genius. 

The  point  is  that  while 
Mitt  Romney  has  good  ideas, 
he  is  being  too  abrupt  and  it  will 
impact  our  rocky  relationship 
with  China. 

Which  is  why  the  two 
men  should  work  together  to 
solve  this  issue. 

Former  Governor 
Huntsman  says  that  we  need 
a much  more  diplomatic 
approach.  Taking  them  to  the 
World  Trade  Organization  will 
only  bolster  their  spirit  against 
the  United  States. 

We  need  to  use  China  as 
an  asset  and  that  means  working 
with  them  on  things  we  can 
agree  on.  And  minimizing  our 
differences  through  economic 
success. 

Lets  face  it,  China 
has  made  great  strides  since 
the  revolution.  They  are  now 
a leading  power  on  the  world 
stage  and  their  presence  will 
only  grow. 


Some  Republicans 
claim  that  China  is  an  “Evil 
Empire”  similar  to  the  former 
Soviet  Union. 

Lets  face  the  facts, 
Chinese  ambitions  extend  no 
further  than  making  money. 
They  don’t  want  to  take  over 
the  world  through  a bolshevik 
revolution,  they  like  green. 

Whether  the  United 
States  likes  it  or  not,  were  going 
to  have  to  work  with  China.  We 
cannot  keep  offending  them  and 
by  no  means  am  I advocating 
passivity. 

If  they  push,  we  should 
push  back.  We  cannot  let  them 
run  roughshod  over  United 
States  interests.  But  we  can  use 
them  to  further  our  goals. 

If  you  have  not  seen 
the  Godfather  movies  then  you 
probably  won’t  appreciate  this 
analogy. 

In  part  two, 
Michael  Corleone  is  having 
a conversation  with  Frank 
Pentangeli  about  what  the 
family  is  going  to  do  about  the 
“Roth”  situation.  And  Michael 
utters  the  famous  saying: 

“Keep  your  friends 
close,  but  your  enemies  closer.” 

Sometimes  the 

decisions  we  make  are  tough 
and  they  don’t  always  feel 
right. 

China  is  one  of  those 
decisions,  which  is  why  I end 
with  the  present  analogy. 
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Joe  Biden  - Bom  Nov  20, 1942 


Origin  of  Species  - Nov  24, 1859 


Freddie  Mercury  - Died  Nov  24, 1991 


Before  his  memorable  run 
to  the  White  House  with 
Barack  Obama  in  2008, 
Vice  President  Joe  Biden 
made  history  all  his  own 
when  he  was  elected  to  the 
United  States  Senate  at  the 
young  age  of  29.  Bom  in 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania, 
B iden  moved  to  Clay  mont , 
Delaware  in  1953  and  was 
raised  there.  He  earned 
his  bachelor’s  degree  at 
Delaware  University  and 
studied  law  at  Syracuse 
Law  School.  Two  weeks 
after  winning  a seat  in 
the  United  States  Senate, 
tragedy  stmck  his  family 


when  his  wife,  Neilia, 
and  their  one  year  old 
daughter,  Naomi,  were 
killed  in  a tragic  car 
accident.  His  two  sons 
managed  to  survive 
the  crash,  with  critical 
injuries  leaving  them 
bed-ridden  for  months. 
Biden  worked  through  the 
anguish  of  his  loss,  being 
sworn  into  office  by  his 
sons’  bedsides  and  taking 
the  train  into  Washington 
each  day  to  stay  close 
by.  Throughout  his  37- 
year  career  in  the  Senate, 
Biden  was  known  as  a key 
player  in  administrating 
U.S.  foreign  policy, 
working  as  Chairman  or 
Ranking  Member  of  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee.  As  47*  Vice 
President  of  the  United 
States,  Biden  has  traveled 
to  over  30  countries, 
continuing  his  efforts 
to  improve  America’s 
foreign  standing. 


Charles  Darwin’s 

groundbreaking  work  is 
one  of  the  most  important 
(and  controversial) 

scientific  books  ever 
written.  His  argument 
that  human  life  evolved 
over  millions  of  years,  not 
independently  by  a single 
creator,  has  continuously 
sparked  outrage  and 
criticism  from  many 
religious  believers  since 
its  publication  150  years 
ago.  Darwin  developed  his 
theories  on  the  origin  of 
life  by  studying  varieties 
of  domestic  pigeons.  He 
theorized  the  development 


of  new  species  over  time 
could  be  explained  by 
natural  selection,  also 
known  as  “survival  of  the 
fittest’’.  Darwin  applied 
this  theory  to  all  plants 
and  animals,  claiming 
that  nature  is  a continuum 
for  the  never-ending 
process  of  evolution.  This 
claim  directly  conflicts 
with  Christian  creation 
beliefs  from  the  Bible, 
specifically  in  the  Book  of 
Genesis.  Many  scientists 
since  the  release  of  On 
the  Origin  of  Species 
have  considered  Darwin’s 
evidence  irrefutable, 
and  credit  the  book 
for  radically  shifting 
the  shape  of  biological 
science  years  after  his 
death.  Over  the  course  of 
150  years,  his  work  has 
been  the  basis  for  modem 
biological  research,  a 
study  that  may  not  exist 
without  the  publication  of 
this  book. 


As  one  of  the  greatest 
vocalists  and  songwriters 
in  rock  and  roll  history  with 
the  English  arena  rock  group 
Queen,  Freddie  Mercury 
broke  into  the  limelight  as 
an  excitably  flamboyant 
front  man.  Mercury  was 
bom  in  Zanzibar,  Tanzania 
as  Farookh  Bulsara,  finally 
moving  to  London  in  the 
1960s  as  a smdent  at  the 
Ealing  College  of  Art. 
While  there,  he  befriended 
a number  of  musicians, 
including  drummer  Roger 
Taylor  and  guitarist  Brian 
May.  Both  joined  Mercury 
in  forming  Queen  in  1971. 
Four  years  later.  Mercury 
wrote  his  magnum  opus, 
the  epic  seven-minute 
“Bohemian  Rhapsody,’’  a 
song  that  fused  an  array  of 
musical  styles,  from  ballad 
to  opera  to  hard  rock.  This 
standout  track  from  Queen’s 
A Night  at  the  Opera 
album  featured  Mercury’s 
trademark  emotional 

lyricism  and  impressive 
four-octave  vocal  range. 
It  reached  the  top  of  the 


British  charts  and  the  top 
ten  in  America.  In  the  late 
1970s  and  1980s  Queen 
continued  to  be  successful, 
notably  releasing  “We 
Are  the  Champions”  and 
“We  WiU  Rock  You,”  each 
song  becoming  a staple  of 
stadiums  and  spotting  events 
worldwide.  The  band’s 
performance  at  the  1985 
Live  Aid  concert  for  victims 
of  famine  in  Africa  is  cited  as 
one  of  the  greatest  televised 
concerts  in  history.  In  1991, 
he  confirmed  rumors  that 
he  was  HIV-positive  and 
contracted  AIDS.  The  day 
after  this  announcement, 
he  died  from  AIDS-related 
bronchial  pneumonia. 


facts  from  whiteboiise.gov 


facts  from  biography.com 


Book  Review:  “Blue  is  for  Nightmares” 


Sandra  Soffen 

Voice  Reporter 

As  if  being  a 
junior  at  a boarding  school 
isn’t  hard  enough,  Stacey 
Brown  also  has  to  deal 
with  constant  nightmares 
about  her  best  friend 
Drea. 

And  as  if  that 
isn’t  bad  enough,  Stacey’s 
previous  nightmares  were 
of  a young  girl  who  was 
eventually  murdered. 

Needless  to  say, 
life  is  stressful  enough 
for  the  lead  character  of 
“Blue  is  for  Nightmares,” 
who  also  finds  herself 


photo  by  blogspot.com 


pining  for  her  best  friend’s 
boyfriend. 

Stacey  also 
discovers  that  someone 
is  stalking  Drea.  As  the 
stalker  gets  worse,  so  do 
Stacey’s  nightmares.  She 
uses  candles  and  magic 
she  learned  from  her 
grandmother  to  guide  her 
along  the  way.  The  closer 


Stacey  gets  to  uncover  the 
mystery,  the  more  danger 
she  finds  herself  in. 

As  the  story 
progresses,  author  Laurie 
Stolarz  has  you  sitting 
at  the  edge  of  your  seat, 
waiting  to  see  what  will 
happen  next.  This  mixture 
of  magic,  romance, 
suspense,  and  action 
keeps  the  reader  engaged 
throughout. 

If  you  enjoy  this 
one,  check  out  the  next 
four  in  the  series;  “White 
is  for  Magic”,  “Silver 
is  for  Secrets,”  “Red 
is  for  Remembrance”, 
and  “Black  is  for 
Beginnings”. 


Sigma  Tau  Delta  will  be  collecting  books  for 
Fort  Meadow  Early  Childhood  Center’s 
Library  from  November  14-Dec  2. 

They  will  be  taking  donations  of  new  and  gently 
used  children’s  books  as  well  as  money. 

Donations  can  either  be  dropped  off  at  the 
English  Department  Office  or 
pick-up  can  be  arranged 
by  contacting: 

Amy  Woody  at  (413)  572-8149  or 
awoody  @ westfield  ma  .edu 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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A&E 

Quick  Info 

Top  10  Thanksgiving 
Singles 

1 . Adam  Sandler  - The 
Thanksgiving  Song 

2.  Andrew  Gold  - Thank 
You  For  Being  a Friend 

3.  Sam  & Dave  - 1 Thank 
You 

4.  Natalie  Merchant  - 
Kind  & Generous 

5.  Rihanna  - S&M 

6.  Sly  & The  Family 
Stone  - Thank  You 
Falletin  Me  Be  Mice  Self 

7.  Alanis  Morissette  - 
Thank  U 

8.  Dido  - Thank  You 

9.  Boyz  II  Men  - Thank 
You 

10.  Bob  Marley  - Give 
Thanks  and  Praise 


Top  10  Thanksgiving 
Movies 

1 . Planes,  Trains,  and 
Automobiles 

2.  Home  For  the  Holidays 

3.  Willy  Wonka 

4.  Pieces  of  April 

5.  Tadpole 

6.  Hannah  and  Her  Sisters 

7.  Home  Alone 

8.  Grumpy  Old  Men 

9.  What’s  Cooking 

10.  Charlie  Brown 
Thanksgiving 

Top  7 Best 

Thanksgiving  Episodes 

1 . The  Sopranos’  - He  Is 
Risen 

2.  Buffy  - Pangs 

3.  The  Cosby  Show  - 
Cliff’s  Wet  Adventure 

4.  Roseanne  - We  Gather 
Together 

5.  Gilmore  Girls  - A 
Deep-Fried  Korean 
Thanksgiving 

6.  Everybody  Loves 
Raymond  - No  Fat 

7.  Friends  - The  One  With 
All  The  Thanksgivings 


Book  review:  Herman  Melville’s  “Moby  Dick” 


photo  by  payload.com 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Recently  in  my  American 
Literature  class , we  read  Herman 
Melville’s  most  famous  novel, 
“Moby-Dick.” 

Despite  the  classic  status 
that  it  has  today,  “Moby- 
Dick”  was  panned  by  critics 
and  disliked  by  readers  upon 
release. 

Many  believed  that  it  was 
immoral  and  a poor  excuse  for 
literature. 

Melville  dedicated  the 
novel  to  Nathaniel  Hawthorne; 
Hawthorne  and  his  wife  were 
of  the  few  people  alive  during 
Melville’s  time  that  appreciated 
the  novel. 

American  literature  has 
always  taken  the  backseat  to 
my  love  of  Russian  literature 
and  I was  curious  to  see  what 
the  infamous  “Moby-Dick”  was 
like. 

To  my  satisfaction, 


“Moby-Dick”  lived  up  to  its 
hype.  In  fact,  “Moby-Dick”  is 
the  best  novel  I have  read  since 
summer  ended. 

As  many  know,  “Moby- 
Dick”  is  the  tale  of  a one-legged 
whaler  named  Captain  Ahab  that 
is  obsessed  with  hunting  down 
and  killing  his  arch-nemesis:  a 
white  sperm  whale  called  Moby 
Dick. 

It  is  told  through  the  eyes 
of  Ishmael,  a solitary,  intriguing 
intellectual  eager  to  go  on  a 
voyage. 

Ishmael  and  his  “savage” 
harpooner  pal  Queequeg  join 
up  with  the  whaling  crew  that  is 
shipping  on  the  Peguod. 

Sure,  the  writing  is 
impeccable  and  the  subject 
matter  is  interesting,  but  the 
characteristic  of  “Moby- 
Dick”  that  really  pulled  me  in 
was  the  characters. 

The  novel  focuses  on  the 
monomaniacal  Ahab,  but  my 
favorite  characters  were  the 
sensitive  intellectual  Ishmael 


and  his  confidant  Starbuck. 

“Moby-Dick”  is  a 
scientific  study  on  whales,  an 
epic  masterwork,  and  a dramatic 
play,  as  well  as  a novel  beloved 
by  readers  across  the  world. 

I had  never  planned  on 
reading  it,  but  I am  very  glad 


that  I did.  1 hope  to  return  to  this 
intriguing  novel  in  the  future. 

Although  readers  may  be 
scared  by  the  book’s  lengthy 
and  dense  subject  matter,  I 
urge  everyone  to  take  a look 
at  Melville’s  classic  “Moby- 
Dick.” 


Album  review:  Bayside’s  “Killing  Time’’  doesn’t  disappoint 


Lukasz  Oleksak 

Voice  Reporter 


Killing  Time  is  the  fifth 
studio  album  from  New  York- 
based  punk  quartet  Bay  side. 
Lead  by  the  beautiful  vocals 
and  lyrics  of  Anthony  Raneri, 
this  band  has  prospered  with 
every  release.  Killing  Time  is  no 
exception. 

The  album  opens  up 
with  “Already  Gone,”  a classic 
Bayside  opener  with  thunderous 
guitars  and  catchy  lyrics. 

One  can’t  help  but 
lose  theirself  in  the  chaotic 
beauty  of  Raneri’s  vocals  as  he 
sings,  “You  wake  alone  and  run 
around  your  lonely  home/look 
for  my  face/but  I’m  already 
gone.”  This  song  sets  the  tone 
for  the  rest  of  the  album. 

Anthony  deals  with 
his  personal  demons  as  well  as 


life’s  nuances.  These  are  aspects 
of  life  that  anyone  can  relate  to. 

“On  Love,  On  Life,” 
one  of  the  album’s  standouts,  is 


it  a classic  feel  and  emotion, 
and  Raneri’s  voice  exudes 
its  power  and  beauty  as  he 
magically  blends  his  voice  with 


from  lead  guitarist  Jack  O’Shea 
and  makes  way  for  drums  and 
bass. 

Raneri  sings  “Let’s  get 
a life/allow  ourselves  to  change/ 
don’t  be  convinced  everything 
will  stay  the  same/you’re  beaten 
down,  like  everyone/but  can  a 
person  make  a difference  if  he 
never  makes  a sound?” 

While  most  peers  of 
Bayside  have  cut  their  careers 
short  due  to  producing  irrelevant 
music,  Bayside  has  managed 
to  maintain  their  sound  while 
broadening  their  limits  over  the 
last  ten  years.  I recommend  this 
album  to  anyone  trying  to  find  a 
new  favorite  band. 

The  music  Bayside 
creates  is  accessible  and 
meaningful.  Go  out  and  buy 
their  album  Killing  Time  and 
throw  it  in  your  car’s  CD  player 
on  the  drive  home.  It  will  surely 
not  disappoint. 


photo  by  theaudioperv.com 


an  experimental  song  that  has  the  instruments. 

Raneri  exorcising  the  demons  My  favorite  track  on 

of  his  recent  divorce.  the  album  is  “Killing  Time.”  It 

A string  section  gives  starts  with  an  attack  on  the  ears 
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Women’s  soccer’s  historic  tourney  run  comes  to  an  end 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


For  a team  to  advance 
to  the  NCAA  Tournament  is  one 
thing;  winning  its  first  round 
game  and  coming  up  short  in  the 
second  round  is  another  thing. 

Westfield  State 

University’s  women’s  soccer 
team  advanced  to  the  NCAA 
tourney  after  winning  the 
MASCAC  tournament  and 
traveled  to  New  Jersey  last 
Saturday,  Nov.  12  to  play  IS* 
ranked  Stevens  Institute  of 
Technology  in  the  first  round  at 
Stevens’  home  field. 

Though  the  Lady 
Owls  were  out  shot  by  their 
opponents  30-17  and  trailed 
midway  through  the  second 
half,  it  did  not  matter  as  a wide- 
open  Kayley  Miller  scored  in 
the  76'*’  minute  for  Westfield  to 
tie  the  game  at  one  apiece. 

Following  some  key 
defensive  stops  and  saves  from 
goalie  Jess  Habif,  who  had  15 
saves  in  the  game,  the  game 
went  into  overtime.  After  30 
minutes  of  scoreless  soccer. 


the  two  teams  went  to  penalty 
kicks. 

At  this  time,  Westfield 
coach  Todd  Ditmar  made  a 
game  changing  decision  and 
chose  not  to  play  Habif  in  the 
penalty  shootout  and  instead 
put  in  freshman  Nicky  Stasz. 

According  to  Ditmar, 
“Nicky  is  better  at  penalty  kicks 
than  Jess  is  and  Jess  agreed.” 
Westfield  then  calmly  made  all 
five  of  its  attempts  as  MUler, 
Ashleigh  Chretien,  Colleen 
Bazinet,  Maggie  Kerr  and 
Katelyn  Wood  all  made  their 
shots,  while  Stevens  was  only 
able  to  make  four  of  their  five 
shots. 

Therefore,  the  Owls 
were  able  to  come  from  behind 
and  defeat  Stevens  to  advance  to 
the  second  round  of  the  NCAA 
Tournament  for  the  first  time 
in  school  history  where  they 
would  face  15'*’  ranked  Williams 
College  on  Sunday. 

However,  luck  was 
not  on  Westfield’s  side  against 
Williams.  The  Owls  took  the 
early  1 -0  lead  when  senior  Kate 
Wye  headed  in  a comer  kick 
from  Miller  five  minutes  into 
the  game. 

But  Williams  made  a 


tactical  change  after  the  goal 
and  played  more  players  in  the 
midfield.  This  move  seemed 


to  help  Williams  control  play 
for  the  rest  of  the  half  and  they 
were  also  aided  by  an  injury 
to  Miller,  who  tried  to  return 
later  in  the  game  but  was  not 
the  same.  The  Owls  severely 


missed  her  crossing  abilities. 

In  the  34'*’  minute 
Williams  finally  found  the  net 


on  a controversial  penalty  kick. 

When  Brett  Eisenhart 
beat  Habif  to  a cross  in  the  box, 
Habif  attempted  to  lunge  for 
the  ball  and  was  charged  with 
a foul  for  taking  the  attacker  to 


the  ground. 

Habif  was  awarded 
a yellow  card  and  it  gave 
Williams  a penalty  kick.  Lilly 
Wellenbach  stepped  up  to  take 
the  shot  for  Williams  and  scored 
to  tie  the  game. 

After  controlling  most 
of  the  second  half,  Williams 
was  once  again  given  a golden 
opportunity  to  score  thanks 
to  a Westfield  tripping  foul. 
Williams  scored  the  game- 
wirming  goal  in  the  70'*’  minute 
after  the  ensuing  foul. 

Caitlyn  Clark  took  the 
fi'ee  kick  and  delivered  a cross 
into  the  box  to  Nicole  Stenquist, 
who  put  the  ball  into  the  net  to 
give  Williams  a 2-1  lead. 

The  Owls  were  unable 
to  formulate  any  offensive 
pressure  in  the  second  half  and 
were  fortunate  the  game  wasn’t 
more  out  of  reach  mainly  thanks 
to  Habif ’s  nine  saves. 

With  the  loss  Westfield 
finished  the  season  at  15-4- 
2.  Though  the  team  did  lose, 
the  Lady  Owls  accomplished 
something  that  no  other 
Westfield  women’s  soccer 
team  had  done  by  advancing 
to  the  second  round  of  the 
tournament. 


photo  by  David  Caspole 
Members  of  the  team  celebrate  after  beating  Stevens. 


fliCl 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  1 1 to 
westfieldvoicesports  @ yahoo  .com 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  November  20. 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  winner. 

Good  luck! 


Week  11  Games 

Rob 

Joey 

Matt 

Steve 

lyier 

Donoghue 

Cooper 

Jardin 

Kligerman 

Morissette 

N.Y.  Jets  @ Denver 

DEN 

NYJ 

NYJ 

DEN 

NYJ 

Buffalo  @ Miami 

BUF 

BUF 

BUF 

BUF 

BUF 

Dallas  @ Washington 

DAL 

DAL 

DAL 

DAL 

DAL 

Oakland  @ Minnesota 

OAK 

OAK 

OAK 

OAK 

MIN 

Tampa  Bay  @ Green  Bay 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

Carolina  @ Detroit 

DET 

DET 

DET 

DET 

DET 

Jacksonville  @ Cleveland 

CLE 

CLE 

JAC 

CLE 

CLE 

Cincirmati  @ Baltimore 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

CIN 

BAL 

Seattle  @ St.  Louis 

STL 

SEA 

STL 

STL 

STL 

Arizona  @ San  Francisco 

SF 

SF 

SF 

SF 

SF 

San  Diego  @ Chicago 

CHI 

CHI 

cm 

cm 

cm 

Tetmessee  @ Atlanta 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

Philadelphia  @ N.Y.  Giants 

PHI 

NYG 

Pffl 

NYG 

NYG 

Kansas  City  @ New  England 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

Season  Record  | 

76-40 

1 79-37  1 

1 1 

1 ™ i 

71-45 

Bye  Teams:  Houston,  Indianapolis,  New  Orleans  and  Pittsburgh 
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Westfield  volleyball  falls  to  Springfield  in  NCAA  championships 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Springfield  College 
defeated  Westfield  State 
University,  3-0  (25-18,  25- 
13,  25-16)  in  an  opening 
round  match  of  the  NCAA 
Divison  III  national  volleyball 
championships  in  front  of  a 
large  crowd  of  5(X)  at  Blake 
Arena  on  Friday  evening,  Nov. 
11. 

Springfield,  ranked 
20th  nationally,  is  now  32-2, 
while  Westfield  State  ends  its 
season  at  15-21.  Springfield’s 
win  filled  out  the  second 
semifinal  with  the  expected 
winners  all  advancing. 

As  has  been  the  case 
all  year,  Lauren  Torvi  led  the 
Pride  in  the  match.  Named  the 
New  England  Women’s  and 
Men’s  Athletic  Conference 
Player  of  the  Year  just  a few 
days  ago,  Torvi  finished  with  a 
match-high  14  kills  and  a .500 
hitting  percentage. 

But  every  bit  as 


impressive  tonight  was  fellow 
senior  Kim  Giaquinto  with 
her  10  kills,  and  Just  one  error 
for  a .529  hitting  percentage. 
Gianquinto  supplemented  that 
with  three  service  aces  and  11 
digs,  both  team  highs  in  those 
categories. 

Tessa  Smolinski 
finished  with  seven  kills  and 
nine  digs.  Molly  Giannattasio 
ended  with  20  set  assists.  Itza 
Nieves  finished  with  10  digs. 

For  the  Owls,  Julia 
Warner  finished  with  six  kills, 
Alex  Shaw  with  five  kills.  Kerin 
DeGirolamo  had  15  set  assists. 
Warner  led  her  squad  with  12 
digs,  followed  by  DeGirolamo 
with  nine.  Springfield  was 
never  in  any  serious  trouble  in 
this  match. 

It  was  announced 
on  Monday,  Nov.  14  that 
Westfield  State  University 
had  three  players  selected  to 
the  2011  Massachusetts  State 
Collegiate  Athletic  Conference  ‘ 
(MASCAC)  all-conference 
women’s  volleyball  team. 

First-team  selections 


were  senior  outside  hitter  Alex 
Shaw  (East  Falmouth)  and 
senior  setter  Kerin  DeGirolamo 
(North  Attleboro).  Sophomore 


outside  hitter  Julia  Warner  (Lee) 
was  a second-team  selection. 

Shaw  earned  all- 
conference first-team  honors 
for  the  fourth  consecutive 
season.  She  ranked  second 
in  the  MASCAC  in  kills 


per  game  (2.82)  and  third  in 
attack  percentage  (.333).  Shaw 
completed  her  stellar  collegiate 
career  with  a school  record 


for  career  assists  with  3,582. 

Warner  was  another 
key  contributor  on  the  Westfield 
State  team  that  claimed  its 


photo  by  westfieldstateowls.com 


1,161  kills.  third  straight  MASCAC 

DeGirolamo,  a three-  crown  and  participated  in 
time  first-team  pick,  ranked  first  its  third  consecutive  NCAA 
in  the  conference  in  set  assists  Tournament.  Warner  ranked 
(8.24  per  game)  and  second  in  third  in  the  conference  in  kills 
service  aces  (0.59  per  game),  per  game  (2.39)  and  sixth  in 
She  shattered  the  school  record  digs  per  game  (3.19). 


WSU  men’s  rugby  set  for  championship  after  win  over  Lasell 


Christopher  McDaniel 

Voice  Repxirter 


The  Westfield  State 
University  club  rugby  team 
advanced  to  the  Division  4 New 
England  Rugby  Federation 
Union  Finals  with  a 22-5  home 
win  over  the  Lasell  College 
Lasers  last  Saturday  Night. 

Although  the  Owls 
had  to  put  on  red  pennies  due 
to  the  difficulty  distinguishing 
from  the  Lasers,  there  was  little 
doubt  who  was  the  better  team 
in  this  lopsided  semi-final. 

Westfield  scored  their 
first  try  at  the  25:40  mark  in 
the  first  half,  it  was  set  up  by 
a Laser  penalty  that  allowed 
Westfield  to  continually  work 
towards  the  end  zone. 


Westfield  won  a scrum 
at  the  Lasell  20  yard  line  and 
scored  off  it  moments  later. 
Westfield  missed  the  conversion 
to  make  the  score  5-0. 

Westfield  dominated 
possession  of  the  ball  and  was 
rarely  threatened  by  the  Lasers. 
The  first  time  the  Lasers  had 
possession  past  the  Westfield  40 
yard  line  was  almost  20  minutes 
into  the  game. 

Westfield’s  next  try 
came  with  11:15  left  in  the  first 
half.  The  Owls  won  a line-out 
Just  two  yards  from  the  Lasell 
end-zone. 

Off  the  line-out, 
Westfield  was  able  to  score 
when  a Lasell  defender  gambled 
on  trying  to  intercept  a toss 
which  led  to  an  easy  score  for 
Westfield.  The  conversion  was 
good  making  the  Westfield  lead 
12-0. 


Penalties  were  a 
big  story  in  the  game  as 
both  Westfield  tries  came  off 
Lasell  penalties.  Frustration 
showed  when  a Lasell  player 
yelled,  “No  more  penalties,” 
after  Westfield’s  two  tries  off 
penalties. 

The  score  at  halftime 
was  in  the  Owls’  favor  12-0 
but  scrums  and  line-outs  were 
even.  Lasell  won  four  scrums 
compared  to  Westfield’s  three 
and  both  teams  were  even  at 
eight  line-outs  in  the  first  half. 

Westfield  came  out 
strong  in  the  second  half, 
scoring  less  than  three  minutes 
into  the  half. 

A Lasell  player  was 
trying  to  kick  the  ball  out  of  the 
end  zone  but  a Westfield  player 
made  a diving  block  to  keep  the 
ball  near  the  end  zone,  which 
set  up  the  try.  The  conversion 


was  good,  making  the  lead  17- 

0. 

The  first  time  the 
Lasers  threatened  the  Owls  was 
47  minutes  into  the  game.  The 
Lasers  got  the  ball  down  to  the 
Westfield  10  but  the  threat  was 
averted. 

The  only  try  of  the 
game  scored  by  the  Lasers  was 
off  a Westfield  mistake.  A Lasell 
player  kicked  the  ball  from 
midfield  and  it  bounced  into  the 
Westfield  end  zone. 

A Westfield  player 
bobbled  the  loose  ball  and  it 
was  recovered  by  a Laser  in  the 
end  zone  for  their  first  try.  The 
conversion  was  no  good  making 
the  score  17-5  with  27:50  left  in 
the  game. 

The  Owls  answered 
six  minutes  later  with  a score 
off  a successful  scrum  Just  ten 
yards  away  from  the  end  zone 


which  set  up  a try  with  21:30 
left  in  the  game. 

The  conversion  was  no 
good  making  the  score  22-5. 

The  score  would 
remain  that  way  for  the  rest  of 
the  game  as  Westfield  thwarted 
any  Laser  comeback  attempts. 

In  the  second  half 
Lasell  won  the  scrums  7-2. 
They  also  slightly  edged  out 
Westfield  in  line-outs  with  five 
compared  to  the  Owls’  four. 

The  totals  for  the  game 
were  even  with  Lasell  slightly 
edging  out  Westfield  in  both 
scrums  and  line-outs. 

Westfield  won  with 
domination  of  possession  and 
continually  kept  the  ball  in  the 
Lasell  side  of  the  field. 

Next  weekend  the  Owls 
will  vie  for  a championship  title 
on  their  home  turf  against  the 
Nichols  College  Bisons. 
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Ramblings  fror 

n the  Sports  Nest 

By:  Rob  Dono^hue 

Sports  Editor 

I seriously  need  to 
stop  making  college  football 
predictions  in  this  column.  It’s 
starting  to  get  out  of  control. 

Writing  about  a college 
football  team  in  this  column 
is  having  the  same  effect  that 
getting  your  picture  on  the 
cover  of  Sports  Illustrated  or 
Madden  has.  There’s  officially  a 
Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 
jinx. 

Back  in  September  I 
raved  about  the  Baylor  Bears 
and  Heisman  candidate  Robert 
Griffin  111.  After  a hot  3-0 
start  where  Griffin  had  more 
touchdowns  than  incompletions, 
Baylor  proceeded  to  lose 
three  of  its  next  four  games, 
essentially  knocking  Griffin  out 
of  Heisman  consideration. 

Next  up  was 
Wisconsin.  I called  the  Badgers 
my  National  Championship 


favorite  and  said  that  Russell 
Wilson  had  a chance  to  take 
home  the  Heisman. 

What  did  Wisconsin 
do?  Lose  their  next  two  games 
on  last  second  plays  to  Michigan 
State  and  Ohio  State,  ending 
their  hopes  of  a national  title. 

I joked  about  these  two 
predictions  and  actually  stated 
in  the  October  28*  edition  of 
this  column  that  Clemson  fans 
should  be  weary  because  the 
8-0  Tigers  were  the  next  team  I 
was  jinxing. 

Guess  what  happened 
the  very  next  day  (Oct.  29): 
Clemson  went  down  to  Georgia 
Tech  and  suffered  their  first 
loss  of  the  season,  ending 
their  National  Championship 
dreams. 

In  the  next  edition 
(November  1 1 following  the 
snow  storm  week  off)  I once 


again  ranted  about  the  lack  of 
respect  Boise  State  gets  and  how 
as  long  as  they  finish  undefeated 
they’ll  deserve  to  play  in  the 
National  Championship  game 
but  a computer  will  make  sure 
it  doesn’t  happen. 

Well  the  computer  is 
laughing  now  because  Boise 
lost  a game  for  the  second 
straight  year  (this  time  to  TCU 
at  home)  after  kicking  failures 
let  the  Broncos  down  once 
again.  Never  mind  a national 
title,  Boise  State  won’t  even  get 
into  a BCS  bowl  game  now. 

Now  third  ranked 
Alabama,  fourth  ranked  Oregon 
and  fifth  ranked  Oklahoma 
are  sitting  pretty  with  one  loss 
and  a great  chance  to  sneak 
into  the  championship  game. 
After  a huge  win  over  Stanford 
last  week  then  ended  Andrew 
Luck’s  hopes  of  winning  a title. 


Oregon  is  great  shape  to  make 
a second  straight  trip  to  the 
National  Championship. 

Yes,  in  other  words 
I am  now  jinxing  the  Oregon 
Ducks.  When  the  Ducks  lose 
at  home  to  USC  tomorrow, 
Oregon  fans  across  campus  can 
raid  the  Voice  office  and  make 
sure  I never  write  about  college 
football  again. 

The  NBA  has  basically 
cancelled  the  2011-2012  season 
as  David  Stem  told  fans  to 
prepare  for  a “nuclear  winter” 
after  the  players  rejected  the 
owners  latest  and  supposed  final 
offem. 

I’m  sad  that  I won’t 
be  able  to  watch  the  Celtics 
make  another  run.  Considering 
the  age  of  their  “Big  3,”  this 
season  could  have  been  one  of 
the  C’s  last  run  at  a title  with 
their  current  roster.  I guess  this 


means  college  basketball  - and 
the  smart  players  who  chose  to 
play  an  extra  year  in  the  NCAA 
rather  than  jump  to  the  mess  of 
an  NBA  - will  get  even  more 
attention  this  season. 

Finally,  I have  to  admit 
that  I’m  excited  to  watch  Tiger 
Woods  and  the  U.S.  squad  battle 
Team  International  down  under 
in  Melbourne  for  the  Presidents 
Cup  this  week. 

The  Presidents  Cup 
and  Ryder  Cup  are  always  great 
golf  to  watch  and  after  seeing 
some  positive  signs  from  Tiger 
last  week  (minus  Saturday)  it 
should  be  exciting  to  watch  the 
U.S.  team  take  on  Jason  Day 
and  the  International  team. 

Well  I’m  out  of  room 
boys  and  girls,  but  as  always, 
thanks  for  reading.  Have  a nice 
Turkey  Day  (don’t  eat  too  much) 
and  check  back  in  December! 


Voice  Sports  Reporters  Debate:  Super  Bowl  XLVI  Favorite? 


Time  and  time  again 
people  look  at  the  halfway  point 
of  the  season  to  decide  who  they 
believe  will  be  the  Super  Bowl 
Champion  in  February. 

A season  ago  it  was  the 
Patriots  and  the  year  before  that 
it  was  the  Colts.  Clearly,  that 
logic  doesn’t  always  help. 

With  that  being  said, 
I believe  the  Packers  will  still 
get  to  the  NFC  Championship 
and  win.  The  team  that  could 
beat  them  can’t  be  scared  of  the 
Green  Bay  Packers  persona. 

That  is  why  I am  taking 
the  Baltimore  Ravens  to  beat 
them  in  Super  Bowl  XLVI. 

With  the  veteran 
leaders  in  Baltimore,  I believe 
Ray  Lewis  and  his  crew  on 
defense  will  have  this  team 
playing  at  a championship  level 
come  playoff  time.  Ray  Lewis 
36  years  old  and  Ed  Reed  33 
years  old,  are  the  clear  leaders 
on  this  team.  They’re  coming 
close  to  their  end  in  the  NFL 


and  know  they  only  have  a 
couple  more  opportunities  to 
win  another  championship. 

Joe  Flacco  has  shown 
that  he  is  more  than  capable  at 
playing  within  a system  that 
allows  him  to  manage  the  game 
and  allow  the  running  game 
with  Ray  Rice  to  lead  the  way. 

Flacco  finally  has  a 
legitimate  wide  receiving  core 
in  Anquan  Bolin,  Torrey  Smith, 
and  Ed  Dickson  to  take  his 
game  to  that  next  level. 

The  formula  to 
winning  titles  is  stopping  the 
run,  and  being  able  to  have 
strong  balance  on  offense  with 
a well-built  running  attack.  The 
2011  Baltimore  Ravens  are 
exactly  that  blueprint. 

With  a weak  second 
half  schedule  slated  for  the 
Ravens,  I see  them  finally 
getting  the  home  playoff  game 
they  have  been  working  for 
ever  since  they  drafted  their 
guy,  Joe  Flacco  at  quarterback. 


Joey  Cooper 


VS. 


Tyler  Morissette 


It  looks  like  it  will 
be  back-to-back  years  in  the 
Super  Bowl  for  the  Green  Bay 
Packers,  according  to  both  Joey 
and  myself.  However,  that  is 
when  we  stop  agreeing. 

In  the  AFC,  Joey’s 
selection  of  the  Ravens  is  one 
that  is  admirable  but  I don’t  see 
it  happening.  That  is  because 
the  AFC  participant  in  the 
Super  Bowl  will  be  the  Houston 
Texans. 

Yes  the  Texans,  who 
right  now  are  7-3  and  are 
playing  great  football. 

Think  about  it,  they 
are  7-3  and  have  not  had  the 
second  best  wide  receiver  in  the 
NFL  Andre  Johnson  for  the  last 
four  weeks. 

They  have  a great 
running  game  with  the 
combination  of  Arian  Foster 
and  Ben  Tate,  and  their  defense 
has  improved  leaps  and 
bounds  thanks  to  the  addition 
of  Wade  Phillips  as  defensive 


coordinator. 

Meanwhile,  the 

Packers  right  now  are  8-0  and 
will  most  likely  finish  the  season 
14-2.  Their  offense  is  healthy 
and  Aaron  Rodgers  is  having  an 
MVP  season. 

Though  the  defense 
is  not  as  good  as  last  year,  this 
team  has  so  many  weapons  to 
beat  you  with  they  will  be  a big 
threat  in  the  playoffs. 

Now  the  winner  of 
the  game  will  be  the  Packers 
because  of  Aaron  Rodgers, 
plain  and  simple. 

I don’t  understand 
how  you  can  say  that  a Ravens 
team  will  win  the  Super  Bowl 
with  the  offense  that  they  have 
right  now. 

It  is  too  unreliable 
and  Joe  Flacco  has  seemed  to 
regress  this  season. 

But  nonetheless  we 
have  to  remember  that  it  is  only 
week  10  of  the  NFL  and  things 
can  always  change. 
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Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Things  will  really  be  starting 
to  look  up  for  you  on  the 
financial  front  right  now.  And 
the  opportunity  to  start  earning 
a little  more  money  should  be 
coming  your  way  before  long. 

Sagittarius 

i (November  22  - December 
} 21) 

I If  some  money  issues  start 
I popping  up  this  week,  there  are 
bound  to  be  a few  unpleasant 
disputes  for  you  to  have  to 
deal  with.  Just  see  if  you  can 
manage  to  keep  any  conflicts 
with  others  from  getting  too 
heated  right  now. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
A lot  will  be  expected  of  you 
on  the  job  front  this  week.  And 
if  you’re  reluctant  to  live  up  to 
any  of  your  obligations,  then 
you’re  bound  to  end  up  hearing 
about  it.  Some  relationship 
issues  will  be  getting  a little 
tricky  right  now  too. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
You’ll  really  be  eager  to  get  out 
and  have  a little  fun,  and  some 
romantic  opportunities  should 
end  up  providing  a pleasant 
escajje  for  you  later  tonight. 
But  just  realize  that  if  you’re 
not  willing  to  take  care  of  all 
your  responsibilities  right  now, 
it’ll  really  end  up  hurting  you 
later  on  down  the  line. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

Your  creative  energies  will 
really  be  jjeaking  this  week,  so 
try  to  do  something  artistic  if 
you  can. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

Good  communication  will 
be  key  for  you  this  week.  So 
just  realize  that  taking  the 
time  to  talk  things  through 
with  someone  will  really  help 
you  resolve  a few  things  right 
now. 
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Thanksgiving 


Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

If  you’re  able  to  take  the  time 
to  do  a little  creative  thinking 
today,  you  should  really  be 
able  to  find  a fresh  approach 
to  an  old  problem.  Just  try  to 
keep  an  eye  on  your  spending 
if  you  can. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

If  you’re  feeling  a little 
uncertain  about  the  direction 
some  things  in  your  life  are 
headed  right  now,  don’t  feel 
that  you  have  to  make  any 
major  commitments  just  yet. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

Be  aware  that  things  won’t 
always  end  up  coming  out 
quite  the  way  you  intend. 
But  just  do  your  best  to  avoid 
upsetting  anyone  close  to  you 
if  you  don’t  want  to  make  your 
life  any  more  difficult  than  you 
have  to. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

If  an  unexpected  trip  suddenly 
turns  up  on  your  agenda,  don’t 
hesitate  to  take  advantage  of 
the  opportunity.  A few  conflicts 
with  partners  are  bound  to  be 
popping  up  too,  but  you  ought 
to  be  able  to  sort  everything 
out  by  later  in  the  week. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
There’s  bound  to  be  an  awful 
lot  for  you  to  take  care  of  on 
the  career  front.  And  you’ll 
be  having  to  deal  with  some 
messy  situations  every  time 
you  turn  around. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Don’t  be  surprised  if  you’re 
feeling  rather  inspired  today. 
You’ll  really  be  able  to 
accomplish  quite  a bit  right 
now 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 
com 
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Tommy  D’s 


Drinks: 

Rum  and  Coke:  $3 .50 
Ten  Penny  Ale  Draft:  $3.00 
Fireball  Whiskey  Shot  $3.00 
Jekyll  and  Hyde  Shot:  $4.00 


Complimentary  wing 
Mondays! 


Updated  Advising  Schedule 

Sophomores:  Register  on 
Monday,  Nov.  21  @ 7:00a.m. 

First-year:  Advising  begins 
on  Monday,  Nov.  28;  register 
on  Friday,  Dec.  2 @ 7:00a.m. 

Good  luck! 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Bookstore 

Library 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 

8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

Friday 

Friday 

Wednesday 

8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

Saturday  & Sunday 

Friday 

10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 

10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Sunday 

Saturday 

1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Pandini’s 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Everyday 

Closed  Sunday 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Monday  - Thursday 

Saturday 

The  Perch 

8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Friday  & Saturday 

Friday 

Sunday 

8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
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Westfield  State  professor  climbs  Mount  Kilimanjaro 


Dan  Connors 
Voice  Reporter 


Textbooks  and  simulations 
only  take  you  so  far.  Nothing  teaches 
further  like  hands  on  experience, 
which  is  exactly  what  Westfield 
State  University  Professor  Carsten 
Braun  practiced,  by  climbing  Mount 
Kilimanjaro. 

Professor  Braun,  who  teaches 
Environmental  Science  courses  at 
WSU , began  the  trek  up  Kilimanjaro, 
the  largest  mountain  in  Africa,  and 
the  tallest  free  standing  mountain 
in  the  world,  on  September  17' and 
reached  the  summit  on  October  4. 

A graduate  of  University 
of  Massachusetts,  Braun  has 
connections  with  fellow  scientists 
and  the  leader  of  the  expedition,  U- 
mass  geoscientist,  Douglas  Hardy. 

The  climb  was  conducted  to 
maintain  equipment  for  the  weather 
station  that  Professor  Braun  and 
his  colleagues  had  placed  on 
Kilimanjaro  on  an  earlier  hike. 

“We  always  need  to  reset  the 
station  each  year  because  the  glacier 
thins  from  the  top  and  everything 
melts  out  of  the  ice,”  Braun  posted 
on  his  Facebook  group,  Kibo201 1 . 

The  group  allowed  his  students 
to  follow  and  learn  from  him  despite 
him  being  thousands  of  miles  away. 


On  September  26,  he  posted, 
“So  now  you  have  bare  rock  exposed 
inside  the  glacier  - that  is  not  good. 
The  rock  gets  heated  in  the  hot  sun 
and  in  turn  accelerates  the  glacier 
melting. 

“Plus,  now  there  is  (definitely) 


no  ice  flow  from  the  higher 
elevations  to  sustain  the  lower  parts 
of  the  Kersten  Glacier.”  Timing 
and  planning  is  everything  when 
climbing  big  mountains. 

“Professor  Braun  and  his 
department  knew  last  spring  that  he 


would  have  this  opportunity,  so  they 
were  able  to  make  arrangements  for 
his  classes  to  meet  in  his  absence,” 
said  Liz  Preston,  the  Vice  President 
of  Academic  Affairs. 

‘The  fact  that  he  was  able 
to  interact  with  his  students  from 


Mount  Kilimanjaro  sealed  the 
deal.” 

In  addition  to  Braun’s  regular 
Facebook  postings,  students  were 
able  to  connect  with  Braun  briefly 
over  the  telephone  for  a conference 
call,  which  was  cut  short,  due  to 


weather  conditions. 

The  high  altitude  and  climate 
not  only  has  effects  on  the  equipment, 
but  the  climbers  as  well. 

Dr.  Robert  Bristow,  a 
Geography  and  Regional  Planning 
Professor,  and  one  of  the  faculty 
members  covering  Braun’s  classes 
during  his  leave,  talked  about 
the  physical  strain  of  reaching 
Kilimanjaro’s  summit. 

“For  high  altitude  climate, 
you  must  acclimatize  yourself,” 
he  said.  “But  Professor  Braun  has 
mountaineering  experience.” 

“It’s  just  a big  mountain,” 
Braun  said,  adding  that  you  have  to 
be  in  good  shape  but  that  Kilimanjaro 
isn’t  a dangerous  climb,  like  Mount 
Everest. 

“This  was  a unique  and 
compelling  opportunity  that 
Professor  Braun  was  able  to  share 
with  his  students,”  Preston  said. 

Braun  agrees,  “1  wanted 
them  (my  students)  to  see  what  real 
scientific  research  looks  like,”  Braun 
said,  adding  that  such  excursions 
give  him  “incredible  visuals”  for 
teaching  and  “a  little  bit  of  street 
cred,  if  you  will.” 

“I’ve  climbed  them.  I’ve 
fallen  off  them,”  he  said  about  large 
mountains  such  as  Kilimanjaro.  “I 
know  how  they  behave.  1 know  how 
they  feel.  Students  respond  to  that.” 


Photo  by  Kibo2011  Facebook  page 


Professor  Braun  of  the  Environmental  Science  department 
reached  Mt.  Kilamanjaro’s  summit  on  October  4. 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Pages  2 

A&E  - Pages  6-8 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

Locad  Trial 

Deputy  Review 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00p 

Public  Safety  - 5262 

IT  - 5528 

OpEd  - Pages  3 - 5 

Sports  - Pages  9-11 

Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Library  - 5231 

Gail’s  Guidance 

WSU  Rugby 

Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 
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Campus 
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Quick 

Hits 


Friday,  Dec.  2 

5:35p.m.  - Men’s  Ice 
Hockey  vs.  Salem  State 
Amelia  Park 

7:00p.m.  - Minute  to 
Win  It  Game  Show 
Ely  Main  Lour^ 


Saturday,  Dec.  3 

65)0p.m.  - W’SKB  Con- 
cert 

Ely  Maia  Lounge 


Sunday,  Dec.  4 

25}0p.m.  ~ Board  Games 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

3:30p.m.  - ^'ind 
Symphony  Annual 
Christmas  Concert 
Greek  Cathedral, 
Springfield 


Pre-trial  sets  court  date  for  former  WSU  employee 


Alex  Myers 
Samantha  Fahey 
Co-Editors-In-Chief 


After  appearing  in  court  on 
October  4 for  arraignment,  the 
November  15  pre-trial  hearing 
was  not  Joseph  Shinn’s  first 
appearance  in  a courthouse. 

On  September  12,  a 
formal  complaint  was  lodged 
against  Shinn  claiming  that  he 
committed  indecent  assault  and 
battery  on  a person  14  years  or 
older. 

The  female  Westfield 
State  student  was  employed 
at  both  the  Banacos  Academic 
Center  and  at  Shinn’s  home  as 
a babysitter. 

In  her  statement,  the 
alleged  victim  claimed  that 
Shinn  would  invite  her  into  his 
office,  where  he  would  shut  the 
door  and  close  the  blinds. 

Shinn  would  tell  her 
that  she  looked  beautiful  or 
comment  on  the  clothes  that  she 
was  wearing. 

She  also  said  that  hugs 
were  turned  into  “unwanted 
groping.” 

The  student  said  that  she 
never  told  him  she  didn’t  want 
him  to  touch  her  because  she 
was  afraid  she  would  lose  her 
job  on  campus  and  at  his  home 


photo  by  attorneychan.com 
Westfield  District  Court  is  located  at  224  Elm  Street. 


as  a babysitter. 

Shiim  denied  the 
accusations,  pleading  not  guilty 
at  his  arraignment.  His  defense 
attorney  David  Hoose  said,  “Mr. 
Shinn  denies  he  has  engaged  in 
any  criminal  conduct.” 

The  pre-trial  was  held 
at  Westfield  District  Court 
where  Shinn,  dressed  in  a gray 
suit,  waited  anxiously  in  the 
courthouse  lobby. 

Surrounded  by  other 
members  of  the  Westfield 
community  awaiting  their  turn 
in  front  of  the  judge,  Shinn  sat 
alone  nervously  rubbing  his 
palms  together. 


As  his  defense  attorney, 
Da\1d  Hoose,  walked  through 
the  door  the  two  exchanged 
pleasantries  before  Hoose  made 
his  way  into  the  courtroom. 

The  minutes  slowly 
passed  and  at  9:00a  .m  the  bailiff 
called  for  the  opening  of  the 
courtroom  to  the  public. 

Everyone  in  the  lobby, 
though  they  were  all  there  for 
different  reasons,  rose  in  unison 
and  went  in  to  take  their  seats  in 
the  courtroom. 

The  judge’s  throne  was 
vacant,  but  surrounded  by  the 
court  functionaries.  The  court 
secretary,  the  lawyers,  and  the 


typographer  all  sat  facing  the 
public. 

While  others  hid  their 
faces  in  the  back,  Shinn  took  a 
seat  in  the  front  row. 

The  bailiff  announced, 
“All  rise  for  Judge  Contant,”  and 
the  room  bustled  with  motion  as 
every  body  in  the  room  stood  in 
respect  for  the  law. 

The  court  proceedings 
started  with  the  criminal  cases 
on  the  docket. 

The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  v.  Joseph  Shinn, 
docket  number  1144C  his 
lawyer  David  Hoose  said,  “Mr. 
Shiim  denies  he  has  engaged 
in  any  criminal  conduct,” 
R001325,  was  called  seventh. 

Shinn  and  his  lawyer 
stood  upon  the  announcement  of 
their  case  and  faced  the  judge. 

Hoose  spoke  articulately, 
stating  that  the  official  trial  to 
determine  Shirm’s  fate  should 
be  held  on  January  5,  2012. 
Judge  Contant  obliged  so  Shinn 
and  Hoose  left  the  courtroom 
together. 

In  the  lobby,  the  two 
talked  about  the  upcoming  trial 
and  when  they  would  meet  up 
again. 

Shinn,  former  director 
of  Westfield  State’s  Banacos 
Center,  left  the  courthouse 
with  the  thought  of  January  5 
looming  over  him. 
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Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 

Two  weeks  ago,  I 
wrote  that  the  manners  that  we 
were  taught  as  children  have 
turned  shallow. 

1 examined  the 
manner  of  holding  the  door  for 
somebody. 

Several  students  on 
campus  have  noticed  that 
members  of  the  male  population 
hold  the  door  only  for  girls  they 
find  attractive. 

One  junior  two  weeks 
ago  decided  that,  “They  won’t 
hold  the  door  if  I look  like  this, 
but  if  1 had  a miniskirt,  a low- 
cut  shirt,  it’d  be  no  problem.” 
This  week,  she  noticed  her  exact 
theory  in  action. 

She  told  me  that  she 
was  wearing  gym  shorts  and  a 
spandex  tank  top  while  going  to 
the  gym  in  Ely. 

She  also  wore  her 
contact  lenses  instead  of  her 
glasses  and  had  her  hair  up  in 
ponytail. 

Instead  of  the  guy  in 
front  of  letting  the  door  close  on 
her,  they  held  it  open. 

Many  sources  for 
relationship  advice  allude  to  the 
fact  that  men  should  hold  the 
door  open  for  a girl  if  they’re 
trying  to  win  over  the  affection 
of  a girl  they  like. 

One  website  said, 
“When  he  starts  acting  like  a 
gentleman  by  holding  doorsopen 
for  you... he’s  demonstrating 


that  he’s  interested  in  taking 
care  of  you  and  making  your 
life  easier.” 

“The  Art  of  Manliness” 
declared,  “Your  duty  is  to 
your  woman,  not  the  public  at 
large.” 

They  went  on  to  say, 
“After  your  woman  has  walked 
through  the  door,  follow  her 
through... As  you  pass  through 
the  door,  look  behind  you  to  see 
if  anybody  is  following  close 
behind  and  hold  the  door  open 
long  enough  for  them  to  take 
control  of  the  door. 

“If  you  see  somebody 
several  steps  away  from  the 
door,  there’s  no  need  to  hold  it 
open  for  them.” 

Since  my  story  first 
published,  1 talked  to  a couple 


of  students  who  disagreed  that 
men  only  hold  the  door  for 
attractive  girls. 

While  they  remain 
anonymous,  they  felt  that 
people  don’t  generally  take  the 
time  to  see  who  is  behind  them; 
they  just  hold  the  door  open  for 
them. 

My  mom  taught  me 
my  manners,  so  I asked  her  as 
well. 

She  said  that  guys 
should  hold  the  door  open  for 
whoever  is  behind  them,  no 
matter  if  they’re  tall,  short,  ugly, 
or  pretty. 

She  said,  “I  know  you 
would  never  just  let  the  door 
close  on  somebody.” 

Since  then,  I have  been 
holding  the  door  for  everybody. 


October’s  Of  The  Month  Winners! 

RA:  Heather  Peltier,  Scanlon  Hall 
SPOTLIGHT:  Shannon  Broderick,  RD,  Apartment  Complex 
ADVISOR:  Allison  Gagne,  Davis  Hall  Council  Advisor 
COMMUNITY:  Davis  Hall  Resident  Assitants 
STUDENT:  Bailey  Barnes,  Davis  Hall 


Gail’s 

Guidance 

Dear  Gail, 

I think  my  roommate  is  reading  my  text  messages  when  I’m 
not  around.  I also  noticed  that  he  does  this  all  the  time  to  his 
girlfriend.  How  do  I confront  him? 

Sincerely,  Wants  Privacy 

Dear  Wants, 

Is  he  showing  any  signs  of  reading  them  or  are  you  basing  this 
solely  on  how  he  treats  his  girlfriend’s  privacy?  He  may  do 
it  to  his  girlfriend  because  they  have  an  agreement  between 
them  that  this  is  okay.  He  may  just  be  suspicious  of  her.  In 
any  case,  if  you  have  no  legitimate  reason  to  believe  that 
he  is  looking  through  YOUR  phone,  then  I would  suggest 
you  try  to  concern  yourself  with  other  things.  Maybe  have 
another  friend  send  you  a false  text  concerning  this  friend 
and  you  can  gauge  whether  he  is  reading  them,  but  honestly 
if  you  are  that  worried  maybe  just  keep  your  phone  in  your 
possession  and  don’t  let  your  friend  near  it. 

Sincerely,  Gail 


Dear  Gail, 

My  roommate  always  walks  around  in  the  nude  in  the  room. 
What  should  I do? 

Sincerely,  Creeped  Out 

Dear  Creeped  Out, 

Though  I understand  your  feelings,  the  fact  is  that  it  could 
be  a lot  worse.  My  first  suggestion  would  of  course  be  to 
simply  ask  him/her  to  stop.  However,  learning  how  to  get 
along  with  people  who  are  very  different  from  you  is  one 
of  the  major  experiences  of  college  and  will  help  you  to 
deal  with  co-workers  when  you  enter  the  world  of  work 
and  of  course  your  roommate  has  a right  to  doing  what 
he/she  wants  within  reason.  Of  course,  your  co-workers 
won’t  walk  around  naked,  but  learning  to  deal  with  how 
other  people  choose  to  behave  is  vital  to  progress  in  the 
professional  and  relational  world.  If  it  really  bothers  you 
that  much,  just  ask  him  to  put  on  some  clothes. 

Sincerely,  Gail 


Thank  you  for  all 
of  your  submissions! 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Competency  and  Conservatism 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


Protesters  packed  into 
Manhattan’s  Zuccotti  Park  on 
September  17th,  2011  some 
holding  signs  that  read;  “We  are 
the  99% They  were  upset  with 
high  unemployment,  corporate 
greed,  corrupt  practices  by  the 
financial  sector,  and  a general 
inequality  among  the  classes. 

After  two  weeks 
the  crowds  had  grown  and  it 
looked  like  the  movement  was 
unstoppable.  The  Occupy  Wall 
Street  protests  are  not  without 
merit  in  a society  that  forgets 
what  it  means  to  stand  up  for 
something. 

I think  all  Americans 
are  outraged  by  the  practices 
of  the  banks  and  creditors  that 
have  gotten  us  into  this  mess. 
Greed  and  stupidity  have  fueled 
economic  disparity  around  our 
nation  for  too  long. 

My  problem  with  the 
Occupy  Wall  Street  movement 
is  that  they  have  lost  steam.  It 
started  optimistic  and  solutions 
orientated  with  a drive 
and  determination  to  make 
something  happen. 

It  is  now  an 
unintelligible  mob  of  people, 
whose  only  concern  is 
generating  media  coverage. 
They  occupy  public  space,  in 
the  case  of  New  York,  for  up 
to  ten  weeks  putting  up  tents. 


causing  sanitation  problems, 
and  disrupting  usage  of  public 
property. 

They  lack  the  elegance 
of  past  movements . Where  is  the 
leadership,  who  has  stepped  up 
to  claim  the  mantle  for  change, 
and  what  does  it  say  about  the 
occupiers  that  they  cannot  offer 
up  substantial  ideas? 

If  you  remember,  the 
original  makeupof  the  movement 
was  mostly  the  unemployed 
from  varying  backgrounds  and 
party  affiliations  who  have  had 
enough  of  the  current  state  of  our 
economy.  They  were  upset  with 
the  unemployment  rate,  they 
wanted  to  be  better  represented 
in  Washington,  advocated  direct 
democracy,  and  they  were  upset 
with  government  inefficiency. 

However,  the  Occupy 
Wall  Street  movement  has  been 
high  jacked  by  college  kids.  It 
breaks  my  heart  to  say  that  we 
are  the  reason  for  this  colossal 
mess. 

Once  media  coverage 
increased,  twenty  year  olds  with 
cell  phone  cameras  took  to  the 
streets.  They  were  looking  for  a 
fight,  especially  one  that  could 
be  put  on  YouTube. 

They  didn’t  know 
what  they  wanted.  Rather 
than  advocate  solutions,  they 
camped  out  in  parks  and  cried 
for  equality. 

They  like  the  way 
things  are  going,  the  more 
people  that  get  pepper  sprayed. 


the  better.  Because  that  means 
that  they  can  take  up  more 
public  space  and  abuse  general 
niceties  in  the  constitution;  the 
Occupiers  seem  to  forget  what 
first  gave  them  traction. 

They  forget  the  lessons 
of  history,  going  back  to  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  and  his  followers 
did  not  camp  out  in  public  parks 
and  refuse  to  leave. 

He  gave  speeches, 
created  organizations,  and 
fundraised  to  get  the  message 
out.  The  Civil  Rights  Movement 
was  a political  machine  that  had 
a clear  message  achieved  only 
through  cohesiveness. 

I wanted  to  get  behind 
this  movement.  I am  a politically 
active  college  kid  that  is  upset 
with  our  nations  current  path. 

Our  financial  markets 
have  been  playing  these  games 
for  years  and  we  should  blame 
the  elected  officials  that  enable 
them.  However,  my  ideas  hold 
not  one  ounce  of  merit  to  a 
group  of  screaming  protesters. 

The  Occupy  Wall  S treet 
movement  needs  to  shape  up, 
get  organized  and  recalibrate  its 
message.  The  enemy  is  not  the 
wealthy  and  it  is  not  everybody 
who  works  on  Wall  Street.  The 
enemy  is  an  American  public 
that  has  been  asleep  at  the 
wheel  for  far  too  long.  If  we  are 
part  of  the  99%,  lets  use  that 
power  to  fundamentally  reshape 
American  greatness. 


Sing  Noel!  Christmas  Concert 


Featuring: 

Second  Congregational  Church  Choir 
Smith  College  Handbell  Choir 
WSU  Wind  Quintet 
WSU  Night  Owls 
and  Ms.  Kelsy  Fritz 


United  Church  of  Christ 
Second  Congregational 
487  Western  Avenue, 
Westfield,  MA 
413-568-7557 


This  event  is  sponsored  in  part  by  WSU  Foundation,  Interfaith  Center 


Editor’s 

Desk 


“I’ve  paid  my  dues,  time  after  time 

I’ve  done  my  sentence,  but  committed  no  crime 

And  bad  mistakes.  I’ve  made  a few 

I’ve  had  my  share  of  sand  kicked  in  my  face 

But  I’ve  come  through 

I’ve  taken  my  bows,  and  my  curtain  calls 

You  brought  me  fame  and  fortune  and  everything  that  goes 

with  it 

I thank  you  all 

But  it’s  been  no  bed  of  roses,  no  pleasure  cruise 
I consider  it  a challenge  before  the  whole  human  race 
And  I ain’t  gonna  lose 

We  are  the  champions  my  friend 

And  we’ll  keep  on  fighting  till  the  end 

We  are  the  champions 

No  time  for  losers 

‘cause  we  are  the  champions...” 

...of  the  newspaper! ! We’ve  worked  really  hard  this  semester. 
Thank  you  all  for  reading! 

Samantha  Fahey 

Co-Editor-In  -Chief 

sfahey 5744 ©Westfield  .ma  .edu 


The  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those  of 
the  staff  or  of  the  university 
as  a whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ‘better  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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Knope  2012: 

Occupy  Wall  Street’s  call  to  action 


Editor’s 

Desk 


In  west  Philadelphia  bom  and  raised.  On  the  playground  was 
where  I spent  most  of  my  days.  Chillin’  out  maxin’  relaxin’ 
all  cool,  and  all  shootin  some  b-ball  outside  of  school  when  a 
couple  of  guys  who  were  up  to  no  good  startin’  making  trouble 
in  my  neighborhood. 

I got  in  one  little  fight  and  my  mom  got  scared,  she  said  ‘You’re 
movin’  with  your  auntie  and  uncle  in  Bel  Air’ 

I whistled  for  a cab  and  when  it  came  near  the  license  plate 
said  fresh  and  it  had  dice  in  the  mirror.  If  anything  I can  say  is 
that  this  cab  was  rare,  but  I thought  ‘Man  forget  it’  - ‘Yo  home 
to  Bel  Air.’ 

I pulled  up  to  the  house  about  seven  or  eight,  and  I yelled  to  the 
cabbie  ‘Yo  homes  smell  ya  later.’  1 looked  to  my  kingdom,  I 
was  finally  there,  to  sit  on  my  throne  as  the  Prince  of  Bel  Air. 

;)  That  pretty  much  covers  it!  Have  a great  week  everyone! 

Alex  Myers,  the  Fresh  Prince(ss) 

Co-Editor-in-Chief 
amyers9330@  Westfield  .ma  .edu 


T T 


By  Leah'Hantman 


Nadine  Boes 
Voice  Reporter 


Occupy  Wall  Street. 
Do  they  have  a message?  A 
purpose?  The  movement  is 
essentially  a call  to  action. 
Although  it  appears  that  there 
are  no  solid  demands,  I think 
it  is  extremely  obvious  what 
people  are  protesting. 

They  are  protesting  the 
fact  that  nobody  has  any  say 
in  politics,  unless  they  are  a 
corporation  with  a lobbyist.  It 
is  not  about  the  existence  of  a 
rich  elite,  it  is  about  the  lack  of 
opportunity  for  those  who  are 
not  a part  of  that  elite. 

The  “American  Dream”  is 
no  longer  visible  to  the  majority. 
No  matter  how  much  we  want 
to  believe,  the  road  to  success  is 
in  no  way  simple. 

When  the  average  CEO 
pay  has  increased  by  300%  over 
the  past  20  years  and  minimum 


J 

Thanksgiving  has  passed 
and  the  rest  of  the  holidays 
are  Just  around  the  comer. 
This  time  of  year  is  surely  the 
time  to  spend  with  friends  and 
families  and  most  importantly 
to  give  thanks. 

What  may  have  started 
as  a celebratory  tradition  to 
honor  union,  relationships, 
abundance  and  wealth  has 
somehow  translated  into  feasts 
with  excessive  amounts  of 
food,  parties,  gift  buying  and 
giving,  cocktails,  football  and 
lounging. 

Let  us  reflect  on  the 
importance  and  gift  of  good 
health  and  the  notion  of 
gratitude  towardstheabundance 
of  resources  available  at  our 
fingertips.  While  we  have 
access  to  gyms,  healthy  food. 


wage  has  decreased,  you  have 
to  admit  there  is  something 
wrong. 

When  you  consider 
that  over  4,000  people  have 
been  arrested  for  peacefully 
assembling  across  the  country 
and  not  one  person  has  been 


The  ‘'American 
Dream  " is  no 
longer  visible  to 
^ the  majority.  ^ 

arrested  for  the  failure  of  big 
banks  in  2008,  you  start  to  see 
why  people  are  upset. 

There  are^many  aspects 
that  can  be  discussed  and 
the  movement  is  not  perfect. 
While  it  is  tme  that  there  are 
many  demands  coming  out 
of  the  protest,  one  of  the  most 
important  is  the  Citizens  United 
case. 


insurance,  and  much  more  our 
nation  is  still  suffering  from  a 
trend  of  physical  inactivity  that 
has  created  an  epidemic  with 
obesity  and  cardiovascular 
conditions. 

Exercise,  healthy  living 
and  eating  in  moderation  can 
not  only  serve  as  medicine 
for  those  with  illness  but  also 
work  as  a preventative  means 
in  stopping  these  risk  factors 
from  occurring  all  together.  So, 
I’m  asking  you  to  give  thanks 
and  to  keep  in  mind  those 
people  who  do  not  have  the 
option  of  using  these  resources 
that  we  take  for  granted. 

Now  don’t  get  me 
wrong.  I’m  not  preaching  to 
nix  the  football  and  parties  or 
to  not  go  back  for  seconds  of 
Grandma’s  mashed  potatoes. 


The  case  led  to 
corporations  being  defined  as 
a person  with  first  amendment 
rights.  Corporations  are  allowed 
to  donate  large  sums  of  money 
to  presidential  campaigns 
anonymously. 

This  is  a problem  because 
it  leaves  that  corporation  with 
an  advantage  over  someone 
who  did  not  donate  millions  of 
dollars,  but  still  has  valid  policy 
concerns. 

Those  involved  in  the 
Occupy  movements  want  this 
kind  of  money  removed  from 
politics. 

Whether  or  not  you 
have  faith  in  the  success  of 
the  movement,  it  is  important 
because  it  creates  discussion. 
With  so  many  unemployed 
and  unhappy  with  their  quality 
of  life  in  general,  something 
different  needs  to  be  done. 

The  current  system  is 
very  obviously  failing  and  the 
Occupy  Wall  Street  protests  are 
the  first  step  in  fixing  it. 


I’m  simply  asking  you  to  take 
a few  minutes  to  give  thanks 
for  the  basic  necessities  of  life 
and  the  health  information  and 
resources  that  many  people  go 
without. 

With  this  in  mind,  look 
at  these  American  health 
Stats,  the  majority  of  which 
are  lifestyle  related  and  could 
be  positively  affected  by 
embracing  healthy  living. 

Heart  Disease  is  the 
Number  one  cause  of  death 
in  America,  most  of  which  is 
lifestyle  related  and  one  fifth 
of  people  in  the  U.S  have 
cardiovascular  disease. 

In  2006,  the  U.S.  census 
reported  that  46  million 
Americans  don’t  have  health 
insurance.  Coupling  with  this 
about  a third  of  adults  and 


seventeen  percent  of  Children 
are  obese  in  the  U.S. 

Surprisingly  medical 
bills  incurred  from  various 
illnesses  cause  half  of  ail 
bankruptcies.  Along  with  these 
diseases  eleven  million  people 
in  America  alone  suffer  from 
eating  disorders. 

While  these  are  facts  are 
scary,  they  are  a reality  for  a 
large  portion  of  the  American 
Population.  Worst  of  all,  much 
of  this  stems  from  the  eating 
and  activity  choices  we  make. 

Within  our  borders  and 
on  the  outside  of  it  leads  to  an 
estimation  of  fifteen  million 
children  dying  each  year  from 
hunger  alone.  The  World 
Health  Organization  estimates 
that  one-third  of  the  world  is 
well  fed,  one-third  is  under-fed 


one-third  is  starving 

To  put  it  into  perspective, 
since  you’ve  started  reading 
this  paper  at  least  200  people 
have  died  of  starvation  and 
over  4 million  will  die  this 
year.  1 challenge  you  all  to 
start  a family  tradition  that 
embraces  physical  activity  or 
healthy  living. 

Get  outside  for  a post- 
dinner family  walk  outside, 
bring  a new  healthy  dish  to  the 
table,  play  your  own  family 
game  of  football  or  help  those 
less  fortunate. 

While  these  may  be 
small  steps  to  change,  you  can 
start  a tradition  that  not  only 
reaches  friends  and  family 
but  also  sets  up  a tradition  of 
health  for  future  generations  to 
come. 
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By  Matthew  FutterleTfy 


Aaron  Rodgers  - Bom  Dec  2,  1983 


Attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  - Dec  7, 1941 


As  the  quarterback  for 
the  defending  Super 
Bowl  champion  Green 
Bay  Packers,  Aaron 
Rodgers  has  improved 
his  status  from  being 
one  of  football’s  young 
rising  stars  to  an  elite. 
His  path  to  the  National 
Football  League  began  as 
a quarterback  at  Pleasant 
Valley  High  School  in 
Chico,  California,  where 
he  set  records  for  all- 
purpose yards  and  most 
touchdowns  in  one  game. 
Rodgers  placed  his  name 


in  the  2005  NFL  Draft 
after  this  season,  and  was 
picked  24*  overall  by  the 
Green  Bay  Packers.  With 
future  hall  of  famer  Brett 
Favre  comfortably  holding 
the  starting  job,  Rodgers 
was  forced  to  wait  until 
the  2008  season  to  see 
any  action.  He  proved 
his  worth  shortly  after, 
passing  for  over  3,900 
yards  and  28  touchdowns 
in  each  season  since 
2008.  In  2010,  his  hard 
work  paid  off,  as  his 
Green  Bay  Packers  won 
the  Super  Bowl  over 
the  Pittsburgh  Steelers, 
winning  Super  Bowl  Most 
Valuable  Player  honors. 
This  season,  Rodgers  is. 
making  another  MVP 
bid,  putting  up  impressive 
numbers  that  have  far 
overshadowed  other  star 
NFL  quarterbacks  like 
Tom  Brady  and  Michael 
Vick. 


In  retaliation  to  the 
United  States’  embargo 
on  oil  to  Japan,  along 
with  a growing  hatred 
for  American  foreign 
policy  in  Southeast 
Asia,  Japanese  air  forces 
planned  a surprise  attack 
on  the  Pearl  Harbor 
military  base  on  the 
island  of  Oahu  in  Hawaii. 
Sending  out  a first  wave 
of  181  planes  from  six 
aircraft  carriers,  the 
Japanese  arrived  at  Oahu 
shortly  before  8 AM  on 
December  7*,  1941 . They 

(facts  from  b 


immediately  inflicted 
damage  on  the  American 
fleet  docked  at  the 
harbor,  as  well  as  military 
installations  and  airfields 
along  the  coast  of  Oahu. 
In  only  two  short  hours, 
the  Japanese  air  forces 
had  destroyed  all  eight 
American  battleships 
docked  at  the  bay,  along 
with  thirteen  other 
miscellaneous  ships.  The 
most  insurmountable 
number  was  the  2,403 
American  lives  lost  that 
day,  along  with  1,178 
injured.  The  losses 
suffered  at  the  hands  of 
the  Japanese  also  incited 
patriotism  amongst  a 
divided  American  country 
at  the  time,  marking 
America’s  entrance  into 
World  War  II  with  a thirst 
for  payback.  Each  of  these 
elements  played  a crucial 
role  in  the  allied  victory 
of  the  Pacific. 


Book  Review:  “Splintered  Icon”  by  Bill  Napier 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


I came  across  a novel  titled 
“Splintered  Icon”  by  Bill  Napier  by 
accident  and  picked  it  up  without  a 
second  thought  as  it  was  bargain- 
priced  and  looked  interesting. 

After  reading  it.  I’ve  found 
that  perhaps  I should  double  check 
some  of  my  bargain  purchases,  as 
those  are  a few  hours  of  my  life  I 
won’t  be  getting  back. 

In  it,  an  antique  book 
dealer  comes  across  a mysterious 
find  that  brings  him  into  a world 
of  secrets,  conspiracies,  puzzles, 
etc.  in  order  to  find  an  incredibly 
important  artifact. 

It  is  effectively  a clone  of 


Dan  Brown’s  “The  Da  Vinci  Code,” 
which  is  an  excellent  book. 

However,  it  doesn’t  have 
any  quality  about  it  that  is  even  on 
par  with  Dan  Brown’s  bestseller. 

It  has  suspense,  half- 

r n 

There  is  no  one 
I can  recommend 
this  book  to. 

L J 

decent  characters,  and  average 
writing,  but  its  plot  has  been  done 
before,  is  moderately  predictable, 
and  lacks  originality  to  the  point 
where  anything  else  one  can  judge 
a book  upon  simply  doesn’t  matter. 


The  major  redeeming 
quality  of  the  book  is  the  story 
within  the  story  of  a young  cabin 
boy  that  helps  to  leads  the  characters 
on  their  quest. 

While  not  exceptional 
enough  to  make  the  book  great,  it 
did  help  things  along  and  change 
the  pace,  as  well  as  move  the  plot 
along.  It’s  also  a well-researched 
book,  but  being  well-researched  is 
not  a very  redeeming  quality. 

There  is  no  one  I can 
recommend  this  book  to.  If  you 
come  across  “Splintered  Icon”  and 
are  tempted  to  buy  it,  find  “The  Da 
Vinci  Code”  and  get  that  instead. 

If  you  have  already  read 
“The  Da  Vinci  Code,”  read  it  again. 
You’ll  get  the  same  experience  and 
you  won’t  waste  your  money. 

2 out  of  10. 


John  Lennon  - Died  Dec  8. 1980 


One  of  the  greatest 
songwriters  in  popular 
music  history,  John 
Lennon  was  an  icon  whose 
impact  and  influence  far 
surpass  that  of  just  your 
typical  musician.  He 
was  bom  in  Liverpool, 
England.  In  school,  he 
was  known  as  a notorious 
prankster,  a label  that 
continued  into  his  adult 
life  as  a witty,  outspoken 
celebrity.  He  formed  the 
Quarrymen  in  1957  with 
Paul  McCartney  and 
George  Harrison.  The 
newly  dubbed  Beatles 
gained  a recording 
contract  from  EMI  and 
recorded  their  first  single, 
“Love  Me  Do”  in  1962. 
The  band  quickly  became 
a phenomenon  in  Britain 
after  the  release  of  the 
singles  like  “She  Loves 
You”  and  their  subsequent 
trip  to  America  in  1964 
created  a sensation  unlike 


any  other  pop  band  had 
experienced  before.  Their 
success  would  continue 
until  they  disbanded  in 
1969,  and  Lennon  began 
a critically  acclaimed 
solo  career,  alonside  his 
wife  Yoko  Ono.  Lennon 
wrote  the  song  “Imagine” 
in  1971,  which  many 
consider  as  the  greatest 
pop  song  ever  written.  His 
murder  by  a psychotic  fan 
in  1980  cut  short  the  life  of 
a man  who  lived  a storied 
career  but  hinted  to  have 
even  more  to  offer. 


Are  there  any  concerts  going  on  in 
our  area  of  Western  MA.? 

Read  any  good  books  lately?  Seen^ 
any  good  movies?  Even  bad 
J experiences  are  worth 
' * sharing. 

Is  there  a play  going  on  at  WSU? 

Are  you  involved  in  it? 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT!  |{ 

''"'M 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see  . ° 

your  name  in  print!  ^ 

email:  , ■ ^3 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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A&E 

Quick  Info 


Top  10  Singles 

1 . Rihanna  - We  Found 
Love 

2.  LMFAO  - Sexy  And  I 
Know  It 

3.  Adele  - Someone  Like 
You 

4.  David  Guetta  - Without 
You 

5.  Bruno  Mars  - It  Will 
Rain 

6.  Maroon  5 - Moves  Like 
Jagger 

7.  Flo-Rida  - Good  Feel- 
ing 

8.  Gym  Class  Heroes 
- Stereo  Hearts 

9.  Drake  - Take  Care 

10.  Rihanna-  You  Da  One 


Top  Movies 
1 -Breaking  Dawn 

2.  The  Muppets 

3.  Happy  Feet  Two 

4.  Arthur  Christmas 

5.  Hugo 


Upcoming  DVD  Re- 
leases 

1 Priends  With  Benefits 

2.  Hangover  Part  n 

3.  The  Help 

4.  Cowboys  and  Aliens 

5.  Mr.  Popper’s  Penguins 


Top  Albums 

1 . Drake-  Take  Care 

2.  Michael  Buble- 
Christmas 

3.  Adele- 21 

4.  Justin  Bieber  - Under 
The  Mistletoe 

5.  Glee  The  Music- 
Christmas 

6.  Various  Artists- 
Now  40 

7.  Coldplay-  Mylo  Xyloto 

8.  Susan  Boyle-  Someone 
To  Watch  Over  Me 

9.  Childish  Gambino- 
Camp 


Theater  Department’s  ‘The  Deputy’  moves  the  viewers 


Jessica  Thelen 
Lindsay  Ketaineck 

Voice  Reporters 


Last  week,  WSU’s 
own  Theatre  Department 
performed  their  production  of 
“The  Deputy,”  a controversial 
Holocaust  drama  written  in 
1963  by  Rolf  Hochhuth, 

“The  Deputy”  deals 
with  the  struggle  between 
moral  and  political  ethics,  and 
addresses  the  failure  of  the 
time’s  pope,  Pius  XII,  to  speak 
out  against  the  travesty  of  the 
Holocaust. 

During  a span  of 
about  two  years,  the  audience 
becomes  witness  to  conflicts 
occurring  in  Germany,  Rome, 
and  Washington  D.C. 

The  stage  was 
plastered  with  the  haunting 


photographs  of  Holocaust 
victims,  with  the  audience 
sitting  in  rows  on  either  side. 

Under  the  seats,  lights 
flashed  like  those  on  a passing 
train , and  these  were  used  during 
scene  transitions  to  maintain  the 
somber  atmosphere. 

“The  Deputy’s”  main 
characters  are  a Nazi  SS  officer. 
Lieutenant  Kurt  Gerstein  (Adam 
Haberman)  and  Father  Riccardo 
Fontana  (Richard  Varela),  a 
Jesuit  priest  who  is  close  to 
Pope  Pius  XII. 

Gerstein,  although  he 
is  a high  ranking  SS  officer, 
sympathizes  with  the  plight  of 
the  Jews  and  hides  one  in  his 
home. 

The  Jew  he  hides  in  his 
apartment  is  named  Jacobson 
(Jerry  Greene),  a frightened, 
skinny  man  that  is  extremely 
grateful  for  Gerstein’s  help. 
Riccardo,  meanwhile,  is 


distressed  with  the  way  the 
Catholic  Church  and  Pope 
Pius  XII  are  dealing  with  the 
persecution  of  the  Jews. 

Both  the  Pope  and  the 
Catholic  Church  believe  that 
it  is  best  to  stay  silent  on  the 
issue  so  Hitler  can  get  rid  of 
those  “Godless  Communists,” 
the  Russians.  Father  Riccardo, 
however,  believes  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  help  the  Jews  and 
save  them  from  being  killed. 

Also  incredible  was 
Brian  Scannell  as  the  villainous 
Dr.  Josef  Mengele,  with  a 
performance  that  incited  hatred 
in  the  audience. 

As  the  stubborn 
Pope  Pius  XII,  he  was 
convincingly  volatile  and 
frustrated  with  other  characters. 

Martel,  despite 

having  a small  role,  shocked 
everyone  with  a whole-hearted 
performance  as  Carlotta,  a 


woman  in  the  midst  of  the 
infamous  concentration  camp 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

Her  shrieks  of  pain  and 
emotional  agony  were  palpable 
as  the  audience  sat  witness  to 
the  last  moments  of  her  life. 

Overall,  the  entire  cast 
as  an  ensemble  gave  a most 
irresistible  performance,  and 
few  left  the  theatre  with  a dry 
eye. 

Aside  from  a few 
mispronunciations  of  German 
words,  the  accurate  portrayal 
of  pain,  frustration  and  passion 
was  extremely  believable. 

The  cast  and  crew 
of  the  Theater  Department 
delivered  excellence  and  more. 
Truthfully,  the  show  was 
nothing  short  of  spectacular.  It 
was  both  heart-wrenching  and 
thought-provoking,  as  well  as 
a bittersweet  treat  for  the  eyes 
and  ears. 


Movie  Review:  Newest  Twilight  movie  “most  hilarious  yet” 


Sarah  Scherer 
Voice  Reporter 

Stephanie  Meyer’s 
abusive  sex  fantasies  have 
finally  been  brought  to  life  on 
the  big  screen  as  “Breaking 
Dawn,  Part  1 .”  I’ll  just  jump  in. 

Occam’s  Razor  states 
that  the  simplest  and  most 
obvious  answer  is  probably  the 
right  one. 

Using  this  logic,  I have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Twilight  series  is  probably 
an  elaborate  prank  by  Meyer 
in  an  attempt  to  advocate  for 
abstinence.  Surely  books  this 
ridiculous  couldn’t  be  written 
seriously?  That’s  a little  hard  to 
believe. 

Nevertheless,  this 
latest  movie  is  the  most  hilarious 
yet.  The  entire  movie  can  be 
broken  down  into  percentages: 
Awkward  violent  soft-core 
pom:  30%,  Angsty,  talking 
wolves:  20%,  Rob  Pattinson 
looking  constipated:  20%, 


Attempted  dramatic  montage: 
18%,  Pedophilia;  10%,  Shirtless 
Taylor  Lautner;  Surprisingly 
2%. 

The  movie  begins  with 
Bella  and  Edward’s  impending 
wedding. 

After  having 

unprotected  violent  but 
still  ‘beautiful’  sex  on  their 
honeymoon,  Bella  becomes 
pregnant.  The  rest  of  the  plot 
is  a thinly  disguised  pro-life 
campaign. 

Jacob’s  pack,  who 
forgot  about  being  Native 
American  since  the  excitement 
of  becoming  werewolves,  for 
some  reason  want  to  kill  Bella 
and  Edward’s  baby.  One  can 
only  assume  they  subscribe 
to  the  belief  that  insufferable 
people/members  of  the  undead 
shouldn’t  reproduce. 

Since  Bella’s  human, 
and  the  baby  is  half  vampire, 
she  will  probably  die  if  they 
don’t  abort  it. 

For  unexplained 
reasons,  most  of  the  characters 


want  to  keep  Bella  alive,  despite 
her  lack  of  personality  and  basic 
intelligence.  Though  it  wasn’t 
touched  upon  in  this  movie, 
the  explanation  of  Edward’s 
baffling  attraction  to  Bella  is 
that  he  confuses  her  with  food. 

One  must  conclude  he 
is  not  very  bright,  as  learning 
the  difference  between  food  and 
love  is  a concept  grasped  by 
the  age  of  two  for  most  people, 
unless  they  suffer  from  a severe 
psychological  issue. 

Bella  decides  that  if 
the  baby’s  a girl  she  wants  to 
creatively  combine  the  names 
‘Esme’  and  ‘Rene’  to  form 
the  not  at  all  stupid  name 
‘Renesme.’ 

Because  they  feel 
bad  for  her  and  know  she  will 
be  dead  soon,  Edward  and  his 
family  pretend  that  they  like 
it  and  don’t  think  it’s  a dumb 
name. 

The  only  likeable 
character  is  Edward’s  older 
brother  Emmett,  who  is  rarely 
shown  in  the  movie, (presumably 


because  he’s  interesting) 
except  to  make  a speech  at  the 
wedding  about  the  honeymoon 
to  embarrass  Bella  in  front  of 
her  parents.  It  is  plausible  that 
he  was  trying  to  tempt  Bella’s 
dad  into  killing  Edward,  saving 
everyone  from  the  rest  of  the 
movie.  This  was  an  admirable 
attempt  on  his  part. 

The  cherry  on  top 
of  this  sundae  of  horrible 
acting  and  vomit-inducing 
“lovemaking”  is  the  trauma  that 
will  follow  the  viewing  of  the 
last  scene,  where  Edward  tears 
open  Bella’s  uterus  with  his 
teeth  to  deliver  the  baby.  That’s 
a normal  part  of  teen  pregnancy 
that  should  be  kept  private. 
Also,  Jacob  falls  in  love  with 
the  infant  in  a baffling  pedophile 
meets  bestiality  twist. 

In  conclusion,  go  see 
this  movie  if  you  appreciate 
ironic,  bloody  fan-fiction.  Blade 
has  yet  to  show  up  and  put  an 
end  to  this  angst-fest,  but  don’t 
despair.  There  is  still  hope,  still 
one  movie  to  go. 
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Album  Review:  Saves  the  Day’s  “Stay  What  You  Are”  a healthy  dose  of  nostalgia 


SA/ESTHEDAY 


Photo  by  technodisco.net 


Lukasz  Oleksak 

Voice  Reporter 


Music  isn’t  what  it 
used  to  be  anymore. 

An  increasing  number 
of  bands  are  losing  their  cre- 
ative license  and  making  music 
for  the  money. 

The  industry  is  flooded 
with  gimmicks,  and  the  music 
produced  is  burdened  with  ex- 
pectations of  profit. 

Being  awarded  some 
time  to  myself,  Thanksgiving 
break  from  WSU  classes  gave 
me  time  to  reflect  on  when  mu- 
sic meant  something,  the  good 
ole’  days. 

While  relaxing  at  my 
house  and  listening  to  music 
after  my  turkey  dinner,  I dug 
out  a classic  from  the  vaults  of 
my  music  collection.  Saves  the 
Day’s  2001  release  Stay  What 
You  Are.  To  me  this  is  not  just 
a CD,  it  is  a once-in-a-lifetime 
masterpiece. 

A collection  of  songs 
that  sounds  more  like  poetry. 

Every  song  builds  on 
the  previous  and  it  all  meshes 
together  to  create  a unique  ex- 
perience. 

The  album  opens  up 
with  a Saves  the  Day  classic. 


“At  Your  Funeral.”  This  song  is 
a melodic  story  aimed  at  singer 
Conley’s  friend’s  struggle  with 
depression. 

Conley  sings  “And  at 
your  funeral  1 will  sing  the  re- 
quiem/I’d offer  you  my  hand,  it 
would  hurt  too  much  to  watch 
you  die.” 

These  are  lyrics  that 


To  me,  this  is  not 
just  a CD,  it  is  a 
once-in-a-lifetime 
^ masterpiece.  ^ 

most  people  who  have  dealt 
with  depression  can  relate  to. 

Although  this  song 
deals  with  a sad  reality,  the 
music  played  progresses  with  a 
tone  of  optimism. 

Stay  What  You  Are  hits 
upon  themes  of  relationships  in 
our  lives. 

From  love  to  friend- 
ship, Stay  What  You  Are  con- 
structs emotion  through  lyrical 
poetry  and  immaculate  instru- 
ment collaboration. 

This  album  needs  to 
be  heard  from  front  to  back 
because  it  flows  so  effortlessly 


from  one  song  to  the  next. 

Conley  takes  the  lis- 
teners from  moments  of  happi- 
ness to  despair  in  just  seconds. 

Listening  to  this  al- 
bum becomes  an  experience  of 
memories  and  emotions  run- 
ning through  your  veins. 

The  words  become 
inked  in  your  brain,  but  move 
on  quickly  and  with  reckless 
abandon. 

Ten  years  after  its  re- 
lease, Stay  What  You  Are  holds 
the  same  emotional  resonance 
that  it  did  for  me  years  ago. 

This  is  not  an  easy  feat 
for  any  artist  to  accomplish. 

This  CD  grows  with 
you  and  you  can  relate  to  it  at 
any  age. 

My  favorite  track  on 
the  album  is  called,  “This  Is  Not 
An  Exit.”  It  displays  the  amaz- 
ing poetic  lyricism  of  Conley 
full  force. 

The  song  paints  a pic- 
ture with  basic  words  that  hold 
abstract  meaning. 

“And  you  walk  across 
the  stage,  take  a bow,  hear  the 
applause/and  as  the  curtain 
falls,  just  know  you  did  it  all  the 
best  that  you  knew  how  and  you 
can  hear  them  cheering  now/So 
let  a smile  out  and  show  your 
teeth  cause  you  know  you  lived 
it  well.” 


This  theme  of  abstract 
thought  while  using  simple 
words  is  one  displayed  with 
repetition  during  your  journey 
along  the  roads  of  Stay  What 
You  Are. 

Looking  back  at  this 
CD  makes  me  feel  like  an  old 
man  reminiscing  on  old  times. 
They  just  don’t  make  records 
like  these  anymore. 

I would  recommend 
this  CD  for  anyone  looking  to 
stray  away  from  mainstream 


music. 

Stay  What  You  Are  is  a 
hidden  gem  amongst  the  pleth- 
ora of  CDs  that  are  made  today. 
Don’t  hesitate  to  purchase  this 
CD  and  explore  every  nook  and 
cranny  of  it. 

The  listen  will  get 
more  enjoyable  overtime  and 
will  retain  its  timeless  effect. 

Please  pick  up  this  al- 
bum immediately  and  like  me, 
experience  a healthy  dose  of 
nostalgia. 


: j— : 

Welcome  to  the  2011  Best  Places  ^ 


1. TheFe 

2.  Nucl. 

3.  Gove. 

4.  Smiths 
5vNatiohi 


e and  i»j^ritative  rating  and  analysis 
the  sixth  edition  of  this  ongoing  series, 
at  httgs/^ie^acestoworic 


Admmi$tratk)n,  71 .6% 
tt>fState^tOJR%/  I 
Community,  69%  ,'M 

! Management,  65.8%  ’ 

s Admimstration,  69.8% 
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The  Westfield  Voice Sports 

Westfield  club  rugby  wins  Division  IV  New  England  champiosnhip 


Christopher  McDaniel 

Voice  Reporter 


The  Westfield  State 
University  men’s  club  rugby 
team  won  the  New  England 
Rugby  Federation  Union 
Division  IV  championship  over 
Nichols  College  last  weekend. 

The  Owls  eked  out  a close 
victory  by  scoring  a try  with 
only  minutes  left  to  break  a 10- 
10  tie.  That  made  the  score  15- 
10  and  the  game  would  finish 
that  way  as  the  Owls  finished 
their  season  as  the  undefeated 
champions. 

Westfield  early  on  looked 
as  if  they  would  breeze  to 
another  lopsided  win  jumping 


out  to  a 10-0  in  the  first  half 
after  two  tries. 

The  score  looked  like  it 
would  go  into  the  half  that  way 
but  a Westfield  penalty  led  to 
an  opportunity  for  Nichols  to 
attempt  a penalty  kick  from  in 
between  the  hash-marks  from 
just  25  yards  out  of  the  end 
zone.  Nichols  made  the  kick  just 
a few  minutes  before  half  and 
swayed  the  momentum  slightly 
before  half  with  the  score  10-3 
in  favor  of  the  Owls. 

The  momentum  opened 
up  strongly  in  the  favor  of 
Nichols.  Nichols  knotted  the 
game  up  quickly  after  halftime 
with  a blazing  50  yard  run 
leading  to  a try.  The  conversion 
was  successful  and  made  the 
score  10-10. 


The  game  would  stay  tied 
and  dead  even  for  the  remainder 
of  the  game.  Westfield  had  more 
chances  than  Nichols,  but  every 
attempt  at  a try  was  thwarted  by 
Nichols. 

Finally,  Westfield  scored 
the  go-ahead  and  eventual 
game-winning  try.  Westfield  had 
been  knocking  on  the  door  of 
the  end  zone  for  a few  minutes 
and  pushed  in  the  final  try  with 
less  than  five  minutes  left. 

The  Westfield  players 
rushed  the  field  and  formed  a 
mob  at  midfield.  One  player  had 
a mini  replica  championship 
belt  and  yelled  out,  “We  got  the 
belt.”  Coach  Dan  Lancour  also 
took  the  traditional  gatorade 
shower  after  the  game  ended. 

This  was  the  second 


meeting  between  the  two  teams 
this  year.  Westfield  won  the 
first  matchup  handedly,  32-0. 
But  Nichols  had  dramatically 
improved  throughout  the  year 
and  even  took  down  the  #1  seed 
in  the  postseason  semi-finals, 
Colby-Sawyer. 

Ball  possession  was 
dominated  by  Westfield  in  the 
first  half,  but  the  early  second 
half  momentum  held  by  Nichols 
evened  up  the  time  of  possession . 
Scrums  in  the  game  were  dead 


even  at  12  a piece.  Line -out,  an 
area  of  inconsistency  for  a near 
flawless  Westfield  team,  were 
lost  15-8.  Those  line-out  losses 
allowed  Nichols  to  consistency 
stop  the  Owls  from  scoring 
attempts  after  penalties. 

The  Owls  hadn’t  faced 
much  difficulty  all  season  until 
the  championship.  Nichols 
pushed  the  heavy  favorites  into 
a wall,  but  Westfield  rallied 
and  ended  up  the  heavyweight 
champs. 


Send  your  sports  articles, 
comments  and  questions  to 
we stfieldvoice sports  @ yahoo  .com 


Voice  Sports  Reporters  Debate:  Heisman  Trophy  Favorite? 


Tyler,  could  you  have 
made  this  any  easier  for  me? 
Not  only  will  Robert  Griffin  III 
fail  to  win  the  2011  Heisman 
Trophy,  but  he  won’t  even  take 
second  place.  Andrew  Luck 
will  earn  the  silver  medal  in 
this  season’s  Heisman  run  with 
Trent  Richardson  of  Alabama  at 
the  top. 

With  the  exception  of 
Tim  Tebow  (mythical  being)  in 
2007 , the  last  time  the  Heisman 
winner  failed  to  make  a BCS 
game  was  1998  when  Ricky 
Williams  was  the  star  in  Texas. 

For  a player  to  win  this 
trophy  in  modem  day  college 
football,  you  need  to  be  on  a 
team  that  is  competing  for  a 
national  title.  Robert  Griffin  has 
led  his  team  to  an  admirable 
record  of  8-3,  but  has  them 
sitting  in  fourth  place  in  the  Big 
12. 

Trent  Richardson  fits 
the  criteria  of  what  today’s 
Heisman  winners  look  like. 
Richardson’s  team  is  ranked 
second  in  the  country  and  will 
at  worst  be  in  a BCS  bowl, 
but  likely  will  face  LSU  in  the 
National  Championship. 

Each  Heisman  winner 


has  their  moment  in  the  season 
that  proves  to  the  world  why 
they  are  worthy  of  this  coveted 
award.  Richardson’s  moment 
came  in  the  final  week  of  the 
regular  season  when  he  went  off 
against  the  defending  National 
Champions  with  203  yards 
mshing  on  the  road. 

Not  only  did  he  lead  his 
team  in  yards,  but  he  outgained 
the  entire  Auburn  offense  in 
total  yardage.  He  averaged  7.5 
yards  per  carry,  running  his  team 
into  the  National  Title  game  in 
New  Orleans  for  a rematch  with 
LSU. 

Richardson  ranks  fourth 
in  the  country  in  rushing  yards 
with  1 ,583  yards  in  the  hardest 
conference  in  college  football. 
Each  week  Trent  Richardson 
faces  defenses  littered  with 
NFL  talent  and  tears  them  up, 
averaging  a little  over  130  yards 
per  contest. 

After  Trent  Richardson 
winsthisyear’sHeismanTrophy, 
he  will  become  the  second 
Alabama  Heisman  winner  of  all 
time.  The  first  Alabama  winner 
came  along  two  years  ago  when 
Richardson’s  teammate,  Mark 
Ingram  won  the  trophy  in  2009. 


Joey  Cooper 


VS. 


Tyler  Morissette 


Yes,  Trent  Richardson 
had  a great  year  for  Alabama. 
There  is  no  denying  that.  The 
numbers  that  he  has  put  up 
this  year  against  SEC  defenses 
is  amazing.  But  Richardson’s 
1 483  rushing  yards  only  places 
him , fourth  for  most  rushing 
yards  this  year. 

But  the  Heisman  Trophy 
should  go  to  the  best  player  in 
college  football  based  on  stats 
and  what  that  person  does  for 
his  team.  If  you  look  at  that 
criteria  then  the  award  should 
go  to  Baylor  quarterback  Robert 
Griffin  III. 

In  the  first  week  of  the 
season,  Griffin  put  on  amazing 
performance  against  TCU, 
throwing  for  359  yards  and 
five  scores.  He  has  thrown  for 
over  3,600  yards  and  has  34 
touchdowns  passes  to  only  five 
interceptions. 

If  that  isn’t  enough  he  has 
also  run  for  seven  scores.  The 
only  reason  why  Griffin  isn’t 
talk  about  in  similar  fashion 
to  Andrew  Luck  is  because 
Luck  is  going  to  be  a fabulous 
NFL  quarterback  while  Griffin 
is  considered  a second  round 
selection. 


But  newsflash:  this  isn’t 
the  NFL  yet,  this  is  college 
football,  and  Griffin  has  had 
a better  year  statistically  than 
Luck.  In  addition,  if  Baylor’s 
defense  could  stop  anyone 
this  year  their  record  would  be 
better  than  8-3. 

If  you  want  a Heisman 
Trophy  moment  for  Griffin, 
look  at  the  end  of  the  Oklahoma 
game  when  Griffin  led  a game 
winning  drive  to  beat  the 
Sooners  for  the  first  time  in  23 
tries. 

The  final  point  I want 
to  make  is  that  most  Heisman 
voters  now  vote  electronically 
and  wait  until  the  last  week 
to  place  their  votes.  That  is 
important,  because  if  you  look 
at  the  schedules  for  the  all  the 
candidates  only  Griffin  who  has 
a game  against  Texas  and  Case 
Keenum  who  plays  Southern 
Miss  have  games  this  weekend. 

That  means  both  of  these 
quarterbacks  can  make  one  final 
impression  on  voters  while  Luck 
and  Richardson  cannot,  and 
Griffin  will  take  advantage  of 
that  spotlight  and  on  December 
10,  Robert  Griffin  III  will  be  the 
2011  Heisman  Trophy  winner. 
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Westfield  State  hockey  getting  on  track  early  in  season 


lyier  Morissette 

Voice  Reporter 


For  the  first  time  in 
MASCAC  conference  hockey 
history,  the  team  that  wins  the 
conference  tournament  will 
advance  to  the  NCAA  Division 
III  tournament,  which  is  a big 
accomplishment  and  one  that 
Westfield  wants  to  be  the  first 
to  claim. 

So  far  this  year  the  Owls 
have  a record  of  2-3-2. 

Though  the  team  suffered 
a tough  8-1  loss  at  the  hands 
of  Amherst,  the  team  still 
remains  confident  that  they 
can  be  a force  in  conference 
play  thanks  in  large  part  to 
sophomore  goaltender  Eddie 
Davey. 

Davey  this  year  has 
faced  232  shots  and  has 
stopped  208  of  them  in  only 
six  games,  the  most  of  any 
goalie  in  the  conference  this 
season.  Davey ’s  standout 
game  so  far  this  year  was  a 49 


save  performance  in  a 3-3  tie 
against  Nichols  earlier  in  the 
season. 

Davey  is  also  getting 
great  support  from  his 
defenders  Jeff  Callahan,  Billy 
Miller  and  Sebastien  Poirier. 
Miller  and  Poirier  each  have 
three  goals  so  far  this  season 
along  with  Frank  Zuccaro  who 
also  has  three  goals. 

But  while  the  defense 
is  stepping  up,  the  amount  of 
shots  that  Westfield’s  goalies 
are  facing  limits  the  amount 
of  time  that  the  Owls  are  on 
attack  where  forwards  Pat 
Nelson  and  AJ.  Shiverdecker 
can  produce. 

Nelson,  who  has  38 
career  gO£ils,  has  not  yet  found 
the  net  this  season  but  does 
have  four  assists. 

Nelson  and  Vince 
Perreault  are  trying  to  fill  the 
void  left  by  graduating  senior 
Dennis  Zak  who  had  18  goals 
and  24  assists  last  year. 

One  area  that  the  Owls 
needed  to  improve  from  last 
year  is  in  penalties.  Last  year 


Westfield  accumulated  234 
penalties  for  an  astounding 
700  minutes.  This  year  through 
seven  games  they  have  56 
penalties  for  131  minutes. 
These  staggering  numbers  are 
an  area  the  coaching  staff  of 
the  Owls  wants  to  decrease. 


Westfield  is  a very 
young  team  with  only  four 
seniors  on  the  roster,  thus  the 
younger  players  need  to  play 
a big  role  for  this  team  if  they 
have  any  hope  of  reaching  that 
goal  of  making  the  NCAA 
tournament. 


Westfield  faces  Salem 
State  at  home  tomorrow  night 
at  5:35  p.m.  and  plays  their 
last  game  before  winter  break 
on  Thursday,  Dec.  8 against 
Fitchburg  State  at  7:35  p.m. 

The  Owls’  first  games 
after  break  will  be  on  Jan.  3. 


f DC] 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  13  to 
westfieldvoicesports  @ yahoo  £om 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  December  4. 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  winner. 

Good  luck! 


Week  13  Games 


Rob 

Donoghue 


Joey 

Cooper 


Matt 

Jardin 


Steve 

Kligerman 


lyier 

Morissette 


Philadelphia  @ Seattle 
Tennessee  @ Buffalo 
Indianapolis  @ New  England 
N.Y.  Jets  @ Washington 
Carolina  @ Tampa  Bay 
Cincinnati  @ Pittsburgh 
Kansas  City  @ Chicago 
Atlanta  @ Houston 
Oakland  @ Miami 
Denver  @ Minnesota 
Baltimore  @ Cleveland 
St.  Louis  @ San  Francisco 
Green  Bay  @ N.Y.  Giants 
Dallas  @ Arizona 
Detroit  @ New  Orleans 
San  Diego  @ Jacksonville 
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Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 
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DJ/.  i\Ot/  UOnO^DUt 
Sports  Editor 

I’ve  avoided  talking  about 
the  child  sex  abuse  scandal 
involving  the  Penn  State  football 
team  up  until  this  point  in  time. 
That  changes  today. 

With  the  firing  of  Bemie 
Fine  by  Syracuse  University 
following  sex  abuse  allegations 
against  the  longtime  assistant 
basketball  coach,  I figure  it’s 
time  I throw  my  two  cents 
in  regarding  these  recent 
disgraceful  situations. 

The  situation  at  Penn 
State  made  me  absolutely  sick 
to  my  stomach.  For  so  many 
grown  men  to  have  knowledge 
of  Jerry  Sandusky’s  alleged  sex 
abuse  and  do  nothing  to  help 
those  innocent  victims  is  flat 
out  appalling. 

I say  alleged  because  in 
the  United  States  you’re  legally 
innocent  until  proven  guilty,  but 
based  on  Sandusky’s  interview 
with  Bob  Costas  on  NBC  two 
weeks  ago,  the  man  seems  to 
be  having  a hard  enough  time 
convincing  himself  that  he’s 
innocent,  never  mind  a jury  of 
his  peers. 

Current  Penn  State 
assistant  coach  Mike  McQueary 
said  he  witnessed  Sandusky 
sexually  abusing  a boy  in  the 
locker  room  shower  in  2002. 
McQueary  reportedly  left 
the  scene  and  informed  head 
football  coach  Joe  Patemo  of 
the  incident. 

Who  knows  how  many 
Penn  State  coaches  and 
administrators  had  knowledge 
of  Sandusky’s  alleged  multiple 
incidents  of  child  sex  abuse, 
but  anyone  who  had  this 
information  and  let  all  these 
years  pass  without  Sandusky 
being  criminally  charged  and 
investigated  should  be  fired. 

Patemo  deserved  to  be 
fired,  as  does  anyone  else  at 
that  college  who  knew  about 
these  alleged  incidents  for  over 
a decade  and  chose  to  protect  a 


football  team  instead  of  those 
innocent  children. 

At  Syracuse,  more  and 
more  information  is  coming 
out  about  Bemie  Fine’s  alleged 
sexual  assaults  on  Bobby  Davis 
and  other  children  involved 
with  the  university’s  basketball 
program. 

I wasn’t  sure  what  to 
think  about  this  situation  at 
first.  The  timing  was  odd,  and 
investigators,  newspapers  and 
ESPN  all  chose  not  to  release  this 
story  between  2002  and  2005 
because  of  a lack  of  evidence  or 
corroborating  witness. 

Davis’  stepbrother,  Mike 
Lang,  denied  being  abused  by 
Fine  back  in  the  early  2000s,  but 
has  since  changed  his  story  and 
admitted  that  he  was  touched 
inappropriately  by  Fine  when  he 
and  Davis  were  ball  boys  for  the 
university’s  basketball  team. 

While  I didn’t  think  it  was 
possible  for  a person  to  make 
this  stuff  up  (especially  since 
it  was  originally  reported  long 
before  the  Penn  State  case), 
the  general  media  still  cast  a 
shadow  of  doubt  over  Davis’ 
story.  That  all  changed  this 
past  week  when  a third  alleged 
victim  came  forward  and  an 
explosive  and  incriminating 
taped  conversation  from  2002 
between  Davis  and  Fine’s  wife 
was  released. 

Syracuse  fired  Fine 
immediately.  Head  basketball 
coach  Jim  Boeheim  is  on  the 
hot  seat  and  I’m  sure  public 
pressure  will  force  Syracuse 
to  eventually  fire  the  hall  of 
fame  coach.  While  I’ve  always 
admired  Boeheim  and  his 
teams,  if  he  had  any  knowledge 
of  Fine’s  alleged  abuse  then  he 
absolutely  deserves  to  be  fired 
-just  like  Patemo  was. 

But  if  it’s  proven  that  he 
really  didn’t  know  what  was 
going  on  with  Fine  and  those 
children  behind  the  scenes,  then 


I personally  don’t  believe  he 
should  lose  his  job. 

Boeheim’s  comments 
when  the  allegations  were  first 
made  public  were  extremely 
ignorant.  He  was  angry  that 
anyone  could  charge  a man  he 
had  loved  and  tmsted  for  half 
a century  with  such  a repulsive 
crime  and  let  his  emotions  get 
the  best  of  him. 

He  should  be  suspended 
or  punished  for  making  those 
comments,  but  not  fired.  If 
people  were  fired  for  all  the 
ignorant  comments  they  never 
should  have  made,  we’d  have 
even  more  unemployed  workers 
than  we  already  do. 

In  the  end,  Boeheim  is 
really  angry  at  himself.  As  he 
realizes  the  tmth  of  what  took 
place  with  Fine,  Boeheim  is 
realizing  that  he  placed  his 
trust  in  an  alleged  child  sexual 
predator.  He  feels  betrayed, 
angry  and  ignorant  - and 
he  should  - but  if  Boeheim 
truly  didn’t  know  what  took 
place  with  Fine  and  believed 
investigators  when  the  case  was 
dropped  in  the  early  2000s,  I 
don’t  believe  he  deserves  to  be 
fired. 

His  comments  were 
stupid,  but  if  it  comes  out  as 
truth  that  Jim  Boeheim  had  no 
knowledge  of  Fine’s  alleged 
abuse,  he  deserves  to  remain  as 
Syracuse’s  head  coach. 

When  allegation  first 
came  out,  Boeheim  said  he 
wasn’t  Joe  Patemo.  He  claimed 
that  he  knew  nothing.  Only  time 
will  tell  if  Boeheim  was  telling 
the  truth. 

To  make  the  tough 
transition  to  another  story, 
the  NBA  has  finally  agreed  in 
principle  to  a new  collective 
bargaining  agreement.  The 
new  season  is  set  to  start  with 
a triple-header  on  Christmas 
Day  and  I’m  in  favor  of  the 
NBA  continuing  this  shortened 


schedule  moving  forward. 

An  82  game  schedule 
with  playoffs  that  seem  like 
an  extra  season  is  simply  too 
long  of  a schedule.  Most  people 
don’t  really  care  about  the  NBA 
until  around  Christmas  (or  later) 
anyways  and  starting  the  season 
on  Christmas  Day  would  be  a 
great  tradition  full  of  excitement 
and  anticipation. 

A 66  game  schedule 
would  keep  players  healthier 
heading  into  the  playoffs  and 
keep  fans  more  interested  in  the 
leagues  as  a whole. 

Hey,  at  least  we’ll  get  to 
see  the  men  in  green  back  on 
the  court  this  winter. 

The  joke  of  a BCS  system 
is  set  to  pit  LSU  and  Alabama 
in  a National  Championship 
rematch.  I have  no  problem 
with  that  matchup  as  the  two 
SEC  powerhouses  were  clearly 
the  top  two  college  football 
teams  this  year. 

My  gripe  with  the  BCS 
is  the  rest  of  its  bowl  games. 
Some  7-5  or  8-4  joke  team  from 
the  Big  East  will  get  into  one  of 
the  other  four  BCS  bowl  games 
instead  of  Boise  State.  A second 
team  from  the  Big  Ten  or  Big  12 
with  two  or  three  losses  - such 
as  Oklahoma,  Michigan,  or 
Kansas  State  - will  also  make 
it  into  a BCS  game  instead  of 
Boise. 

To  me,  that’s  an  absolute 


joke.  Say  hypothetically  that 
the  following  takes  place  on 
Saturday;  LSU  wins,  Virginia 
Tech  wins,  Oklahoma  State 
wins,  Wisconsin  wins,  Oregon 
wins  and  Houston  wins  to 
remain  undefeated. 

That  means  LSU  (SEC 
champs),  Oregon  (Pac-12 
champs),  Virginia  Tech  (ACC 
champs),  Oklahoma  State  (Big 
12  champs),  Wisconsin  (Big 
Ten  champs)  and  some  crappy 
Big  East  team  falsely  labeled 
a champion  would  receive 
automatic  berths  to  the  five 
BCS  bowl  games. 

That  leaves  four  spots  for 
non-automatic  qualifiers.  The 
next  best  four  teams  would  be 
Alabama,  Stanford,  Houston 
and  Boise  State.  But  the  BCS 
bowl  committees  can  instead 
choose  to  shaft  Boise  State 
and  pick  a team  like  Michigan 
(because  of  their  large  fan  base) 
to  play  in  a BCS  bowl  game 
instead  of  a more  deserving 
Boise  State  team. 

At  least  two  less  deserving 
teams  (say  Cincinnati  from  the 
Big  East  and  Michigan)  will  get 
to  play  in  elite  BCS  bowl  games 
while  Boise  State  is  stuck 
playing  in  some  goofy  named 
bowl  game  against  a crappy 
team.  What  an  absolute  joke. 

Well  I’m  out  of  room  boys 
and  girls  but  thanks  for  reading 
and  have  a great  weekend. 
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Upcoming  WSU  Home  Games 

Saturday,  December  3 

Men’s  Ice  Hockey  vs.  Salem  State  @ 5:35  p.m. 


Ttiesday,  December  6 

Men’s  Basketball  vs.  Western  New  England  @ 7:00  p.m. 
Thursday,  December  8 

Men’s  Ice  Hockey  vs.  Fitchburg  State  @ 7:35  p.m. 

Support  your  Owls! 
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Tommy  D’s 

Complimentary  Wing 

Mondays! 


Drink  Specials: 

Shipyard  Pumpkinhead  $3.00 
Sam  Adams  Octoberfest  $3.00 
Rasberry  Lime  Ricky  $4.00 
Skyy  Vodka  Shot  $2.00 
Amaretto  Sours  $3 .50 
Partridge  in  a Pear  Tree  $4.25 
Ziroc  Vodka  Drink  $5.50 
Gold  Schlagger  Shots  $4.25 


Raffle  for  3 Authentic  Jerseys! 

A Patriots,  a Celtics,  and  a Bruins  Jersey 
3 raffle  tickets  for  $5  or  an  arm  length  for  $20 


&ool& 


Sigma  Tau  Delta  will  be  collecting  books  for 
Fort  Meadow  Early  Childhood  Center’s 
Library  from  November  14-Dec  2. 

They  will  be  taking  donations  of  new  and  gently 
used  children’s  books  as  well  as  money. 

Donations  can  either  be  dropped  off  at  the 
English  Department  Office  or 
pick-up  can  be  arranged 
by  contacting: 

Amy  Woody  at  (413)  572-8149  or 
awoody  @ westfield  ma  .edu 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.in.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  pjii.-8:00  pjn. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajii.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m, 


Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  ajn.-  12:00  a.m. 

The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 
8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 
Wednesday 
8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  pjn. 

Friday 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  ajn.  - 9:30  p.m. 

Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  ajn. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  ajn. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
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Number  of  smoke-free  campuses  on  the  rise 

Colleges  across  the  state  banning  tobacco  but  no  immediate  plans  for  Westfield 


Rob  Donoghue 

Managing  Editor 


With  six  Massachusetts  state 
colleges  and  universities  banning 
tobacco  on  their  campuses  within  the 
past  year  and  UMass  Amherst  set  to 
initiate  an  identical  policy  in  2013, 
Westfield  State  University  officials 
are  faced  with  a decision  of  whether 
or  not  to  follow  this  recent  tendency 
and  completely  ban  smoking  from 
the  university’s  campus. 

“The  policies  at  those  schools 
reflect  a growing  trend  among  states 
and  universities  to  recognize  tobacco 
use  as  a public  health  crisis  not  just 
in  theory,  but  in  practice,”  said  Brian 
Cahillane,  chair  of  Westfield  State’s 
Substance  Advisory  Committee 
(SAC).  Among  its  duties,  the 
committee  reviews  campus  tobacco 
policies  and  recommends  changes 
when  new  information  dictates  a 
subsequent  policy  change. 

But  the  challenge  college 
administrators  are  faced  with  today 
when  determining  campus  tobacco 
policies  is  balancing  the  rights  of 
students  who  smoke,  a completely 
legal  activity  for  anyone  over 


the  age  of  18,  with  the  rights  of 
non-smoking  students  to  remain 
unexposed  to  the  risks  associated 
with  second  hand  smoke. 

According  to  the  Americans 
for  Nonsmokers’  Rights  Foundation, 
over  568  colleges  and  universities  in 
the  United  States  had  implemented 


policies  to  become  completely 
smoke  free  campuses  as  of  this 
past  October,  more  than  double  the 
number  of  smoke  free  campuses  that 
there  were  two  years  ago. 

A study  conducted  between 
2007  and  2009  at  Indiana 
University’s  School  of  Health  found 


that  campus-wide  smoking  bans 
appear  to  help  university  students 
cut  back  on  their  nicotine  habit. 
Similar  findings  have  led  to  more 
campuses  becoming  smoke  free. 

While  Westfield  has  yet  to 
institute  a complete  tobacco  ban,  a 
policy  change  in  2009  gave  extended 
protection  to  non-smoking  students. 
Following  recommendations  from 
the  SAC  along  with  student  and 
faculty  input,  Westfield’s  Board 
of  Trustees  voted  two  years  ago  to 
increase  the  distance  from  buildings 
in  which  smoking  is  permitted  from 
25  feet  to  50  feet. 

The  current  Westfield  State 
tobacco  policy  also  states  that  the 
use  of  tobacco  products  - cigars, 
cigarettes,  pipes,  chewing  tobacco 
and  other  usable  forms  of  tobacco 
- are  prohibited  inside  any  campus 
building,  on  all  the  athletic  fields 
and  in  the  Courtney  Hall  courtyard 
due  to  the  dangers  of  second-hand 
smoke. 

Cahillane  said  one  problem 
with  the  current  policy  is  that  it’s 
difficult  deal  with  smokers  who 
choose  to  repeatedly  violate  the 
rules  and  disrespect  the  airspace  of 

■ continued  on  page  6 
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Students  and  faculty  participated  in  the  Hot  Chocolate  Run 
that  raises  money  for  Safe  Passage,  “the  Hampshire  County 
organization  providing  shelter,  counseling,  and  advocacy  ser- 
vices to  women  and  children  who  have  experienced  domestic 
violence,”  according  to  the  organization’s  website. 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Pages  2-4 

A&E  - Pages  8-11 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

Honors  Program 

Book  Reviews 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00p 

Public  Safety  - 5262 

IT  - 5528 

Local  - Page  5 

Sports  - Pages  12  - 14 

Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Library  - 5231 

Bridge  Completion 

Last  “Ramblings”  Column 

Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 

2 


Campus The  Westfield  Voice 

MassMutual  Center  to  hold  2012  Commencement 


Update  from  SGA 


Photo  by  massmutualcenter.com 
Instead  of  on  the  campus  green,  this  year’s  graduating 
class  will  be  holding  Commencement  at  Springfield’s 
MassMutual  Center. 


Krysta  Livingstone 

Voice  Reporter 


The  Student 

Government  Association 
has  been  hard  at  work  in  the 
community  service  department 
lately. 

In  the  past  few 
weeks,  SGA  has  raked  leaves 
at  the  local  Cancer  House 
of  Hope,  and  raised  almost 
nine  hundred  dollars  to  buy 
gifts  and  supplies  for  the  ‘Stuff 
a Cruiser’  drive  held  by  Public 
Safety. 

Congramlations  to 
the  senior  class  council  on 
raising  almost  four  thousand 


Friday,  Dec.  9 

ll.OOpjn.  - Brown  Bag 
Bingo 

Ely  Main  Lounge 

Saturday,  Dec.  10 

3:00p.m.  - Royal  Music 
Hall  Winterfest 
Dever  Hall/Stage 


dollars  at  their  Make  a Wish 
Date  Auction.  Look  out  for  the 
Freshmen  class  council  hosting 
brown  bag  bingo  on  December 
9th  at  1 1p.m.  in  the  Ely  Campus 
Center. 

The  sophomore  class 
is  holding  nominations  for  their 
Mr.  Westfield  competition, 
look  out  for  them  in  the  Dining 
Commons  and  be  sure  to 
nominate  your  friends. 

The  next  open  SGA 
meeting  will  be  next  semester 
on  January  24th,  2011  at 
5:30p.m.  where  our  guest 
speaker  will  be  President 
Dobelle. 

Good  luck  with  finals 
and  happy  holidays  from  all  of 
us  at  student  government. 


12:00a.m.  - Breakfast 
att  Midnight 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

Sunday,  Dec.  11 

2:00pjn.  - Xbox  on  the 

big  screen 

Ely  Main  Lounge 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


Announced  last 
Monday,  the  class  of  2012  will 
have  their  commencement 
ceremony  at  the  MassMutual 
Center  this  spring. 

Located  in 

downtown  Springfield,  the 
MassMutual  Center  is  home  to 
the  Springfield  Falcons  AHL 
hockey  team,  the  Springfield 
Armor  minor  league  basketball 
team  and  many  other  events  and 
conferences. 

Meaghan  B. 

MacDonald,  senior  class 
president,  sent  an  email  out 
to  the  student  body  delivering 
the  news.  She  said  that  the 
decision  was  made  with  careful 
thought  and  was  made  with  the 
consideration  of  all  groups  that 
would  be  involved. 

“The  Committee 
includes  representation  from 
students,  faculty  and  staff 
across  campus,”  MacDonald 
said.  Marsha  Marotta,  Dean  of 
Undergraduate  Studies,  chairs 
the  committee. 

The  main  reason  for 
the  ceremony  to  be  moved  was 
the  impeding  construction  of 
University  Hall  that  has  begun. 
The  construction  of  the  hall  is 
scheduled  to  conclude  in  the 
fall  of  2013  and  v n k h 


green,  the  usual  spot  for  the 
event,  unsuitable  for  two  to  three 
years. 

MacDonald  also 

said,  “MassMutual  Center 

allows  us  to  avoid  the  disruption 
of  construction  while  at  the  same 
preserving  our  Commencement 
traditions.”  She  continued  by 
saying  that  the  MassMutual 
Center  provides  “easy  access 

from  highways,  convenient 

parking,  ample  seating  with 
unobstructed  views,  jumbo 
screens  for  close-up  views  of 
graduates,  air  conditioning,  and 


no  concerns  about  inclement 
weather.” 

She  concluded  by 
saying,  “The  spirit  of  Westfield 
is  in  our  students,  faculty,  staff, 
families  and  friends.”  The 
commencement  will  be  held  on 
May  19,2012. 

Westfield  State  isn’t 
the  only  school  that  utilizes  the 
MassMutual  Center  for  their 
commencement  ceremonies. 
SpringfieldTechnicalCommunity 
College,  Springfield  College,  and 
area  high  schools  use  the  hall  and 
its  many  amenities. 


Quick  Hits 


Co-Editors-In-Chief 
& Layout  Editors 

Samantha  Fahey 
Alex  Myers 


Managing  Editor 
& Sports  Editor 

Rob  Donoghue 


The  Westfield  Voice 

201U2012Staff 

A&E  Editors 

Lx.'wis  Pacheco 
Lyndon  Seitz 

Ad  Manager  s 
Tun  f^allery 
Steve  Kligertnan 


^ Photographers^ 

Nicholas  Rexford ' 

. Alei^dra  McConnon 


' Copy 
Kylie  Coffey 
Nadine  Boes 
Matt  F'uttedieb 
Sandra  Soffen 
Tammy  Santos 


PubUcaiion  Polity 

Announcemenrsand 
ads  iot  on-carapus  organiza- 
tioos  are  &ee  of  charge,  print- 
ed as  space  albws  'and  must 
be  suhaakted  no  later  than 
S:Q0  pm.,  the  Monday  before 
anticqjattjd  publication  date. 

Tie  Wes^ld  Voice 
wilt  pnnt  ‘letters  to  the 
editors”  if  the  authors  so 
please  and  can  be  either 
anonymous  or  can  include 
your  name  (you  mu.st  note 
that  you  do  not  want  your 
name  listed  otherwise  it  will 


be  printed  wiih  your  name). 

The  Editori^ 
Board  reserves  the  right  to 
make  grammatical  chang- 
es, keep  the  letter  as  is  or 
not  include  the  letter  at  aU. 

Submissions  may 
be  submitted  in  person  or 
by  email  the  Monday  before 
anticipated  publication  date. 

Editors  have  the 
right  to  change  any  and  all 
articles  to  what  they  see  fit 
gramatically  and  content- 
wise  to  make  sure  all  facts 
^ are  accurate  and  appropriate. 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Campus 


3 


Community  Response  Plan 

An  update  on  residence  hall  damage  control 


Megan  Bishop 
Voice  Reporter 


In  an  attempt  to  avoid 
the  astronomical  charges  the 
residence  halls  had  in  damages 
last  year.  Residential  Life 
implemented  what  they  call  the 
Community  Response  Plan. 

Due  to  $34,283  in 
damages  at  this  time  last  year, 
the  plan  was  to  find  a way  to 
get  residents  to  care  about  their 
building,  since  it  is  their  home 
for  more  than  half  the  year. 

According  to  staff  in 
Residential  Life,  it  was  time  to 
find  a new  motivation,  since  the 
financial  aspect  did  not  seem  to 
be  working. 

The  Community  Response 
Plan  works  in  levels.  At  $1.00,  a 
person  is  level  one,  which  was 
a warning.  $2.00  is  level  two, 
which  is  three  days  of  24  hour 
quiet  hours.  Level  three  consists 
of  24  hour  quiet  hours  for  at 
least  a week,  or  until  it  seemes 
like  the  residents  understand  the 
problem. 

The  last  two  levels  were 
the  ones  that  students  tried  to 
avoid.  Level  four  once  again 
had  the  weeklong  quiet  hours, 
but  on  top  of  that,  students 
could  not  have  any  non-student 
guests  in  the  building. 

Level  five  took  it  one 
step  further  and  stated  that  any 
person  who  did  not  live  in  the 
building  could  not  enter.  Davis 
Hall  got  to  this  level.  This 
created  a lot  more  work  for  the 
staff  of  Residential  Life  and 
Public  Safety. 

On  top  of  regular  rounds 
and  duty.  Resident  Assistants 
(RAs)  and  Institution  Security 
Officers  (ISOs)  were  asked  to 
sit  at  the  front  desk  and  check 
keys. 

It  also  meant  that  they 
needed  to  connect  with  the 
students  on  a better  level  to 
attempt  to  find  out  who  was 


causing  damages. 

“I  think  the  hardest  part 
of  figuring  out  who  to  charge 
is  the  fact  that  most  of  it  wasn’t 
malicious  damage,”  Allison 
Gagne,  Davis  Hall  Residence 
Director,  said.  “It’s  a lot  of 
personal  trash  and  that  sort 
of  damage.  The  nature  of  the 
damage  makes  a difference.” 

However,  the  students 
realized  that  Residential  Life 
was  serious  about  this  plan. 

At  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  Davis  Hall  was  averaging 
about  $1,000  a week  in 
damages. 

Since  the  sanctions,  they 
have  gone  down  to  about  $200 
a week.  This  is  still  more  than 
desired,  but  it  is  progress  Gagne 
said.  Courtney  Hall  was  another 
building  that  was  well  on  their 
way  to  getting  to  level  five. 

In  fact,  there  was  some 
damage  that  would  put  them 
up  over  $6.00  a person,  but  the 
staff  was  able  to  get  an  idea  of 
what  happened  and  the  building 
did  not  get  the  charge. 

Although  this  is  only  the 
first  semester  of  the  Community 
Response  Plan,  there  was 
a definite  change  from  the 
beginning  of  the  year  up  to  this 
point. 

At  this  time  last  year,  the 
campus  had  accrued  $34,283  in 
charges.  This  year,  the  campus 
is  only  at  $17,418.  That  means 
there  was  a cut  in  damages  by 
almost  half  over  the  past  year. 

Courtney  Hall  alone  cut 
their  charges  by  $7,000,  going 
from  over  $10,000  this  time 
last  year  to  under  $3,000.  It  is  a 
remarkable  difference. 

Other  state  universities 
did  things  differently.  The 
University  of  Massachusetts  at 
Amherst  did  not  have  a plan  set 
up  like  this.  Some  Residence 
Directors  had  incentive  plans, 
but  at  the  end  of  the  year,students 
would  just  get  charged. 

Bridgewater  State 


University  had  something  a 
little  closer  to  Westfield  State’s 
new  plan,  a committee  called 
Community  Watch. 

It  was  a group  that  posts 
flyers  around  to  show  how  much 
damages  costs,  post  the  monthly 
charges  for  each  building, 
put  out  some  incentives,  and 
generally  spread  awareness. 

How  students  get  billed 
there  is  different  from  Westfield 
State,  though. 

If  they  figured  out  who 
the  student  was  that  caused  the 
damage,  then  that  student  got 
the  charge.  If  they  do  not  figure 
it  out,  then  either  the  floor  or 
the  building  as  a whole  gets 
charged,  depending  on  where 
the  damage  occurred. 

WSU  only  charges  by 
building  if  the  student  could  not 
be  found,  a question  that  is  still 
up  for  debate. 

When  asked  if  they  thought 
the  Community  Response  Plan 
was  working.  Josh  Hettrick, 
Assistant  Director  of  Housing, 
Andy  Fong,  Residence  Director 
of  Courtney  Hall,  and  Gagne 
all  answered  with  a resounding 
yes. 

Fong  said  that  he  thought 
the  reason  for  the  lower  damages 
was  the  difference  in  attitude 
with  the  staff.  The  Community 
Response  Plan  was  a reactive 
process.  The  attitude  was  now 
more  proactive,  which  made  a 
difference. 

Fong  and  Gagne  agreed 
that  although  the  majority  of 
people  have  begun  to  care  about 
the  damage  levels,  the  damage 
that  occurred  was  probably  by 
a small  group  of  individuals.lt 
makes  it  difficult  when  nobody 
wants  to  come  forward  and 
report  what  they  saw,  be  the 
“snitch.” 

“We  could  be  at 
zero  dollars  if  people  were 
responsible,”  Fong  said.  “People 
need  to  be  adults  and  own  up.” 
■ Continued  on  page  5 


Student 

spotlight 

^ ^ by  Tim  Gallery 


Tony  Melino 

Major:  Business  Management 
Hometown:  Westford,  MA 

What’s  your  favorite  food  to  eat  while  watching 
football? 

Got  to  have  chicken  wings  and  chili. 

Do  you  have  any  football  watching  rituals? 

I try  at  all  cost  not  to  leave  my  apartment. 

Team  to  take  it  all  this  year? 

The  Pats  and  if  they  don’t  make  it  then  the  Jets. 
Just  kidding,  they’re  awful. 

Top  3 holiday  movies  or  favorite  of  all  time? 

I’d  say  first  Heavyweights,  then  Jingle  All  the  Way, 
and  any  other  holiday  movie  besides  A Christmas 
Story. 

Are  you  a fan  of  ugly  sweater  parties? 

Yeah.  I’m  always  down  for  a nice  ugly  sweater 
party. 

What’s  one  big  thing  on  your  wish  list  this  year? 
Getting  a big  boy  job  after  graduation. 

What’s  something  you’re  looking  forward  to  in  the 
next  couple  days? 

Poor  timing  for  this  question  with  finals  coming 
up,  so  I would  say  finishing  the  semester  in  one 
piece. 


If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it 
- email 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Honors  Program  provides  “excellent”  opportunities  for  its  students 


Amber  Pettell 

Voice  Reporter 

According  to  its  current 
director,  Dr.  Glen  Brewster, 
the  WSU  Honors  Program 
has  changed  dramatically 
within  the  past  three  to  four 
years,  especially  since  Dr. 
Ricki  Kantrowitz  became  the 
director. 

Brewster  credits 

Kantrowitz  of  expanding  the 
program  and  making  it  part  of 
the  statewide  Commonwealth 
Honors  system. 

Brewster  took  over  the 
position  of  director  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Fall  2011 
semester  following  a stint  as 
assistant  director  the  previous 
spring. 

According  to  the  Westfield 
State  website,  students  hoping 
to  be  considered  for  the  Honors 
Program  must  have  a high 
school  Grade  Point  Average  of 
3.5  or  higher  and  the  combined 


SAT  score  of  at  least  1150. 

Brewster  said  that  once 
students  are  admitted  to  the 
program  they  can  choose  one  of 
two  Honors  tracks.  University 
Honors,  or  Commonwealth 
Honors.  He  said  that 
graduating  with  University 
Honors  requires  students  to 
complete  six  honors  courses, 
while  Commonwealth  Honors 
requires  four  honors  courses 
and  the  completion  of  a Senior 
Honors  Project.  All  Honors 
students  must  maintain  a 3.3 
GPA. 

Cori  Glennie,  a senior 
education  major,  said  that  being 
in  the  Honors  Program  is  one 
of  her  favorite  parts  of  being  a 
Westfield  State  student.  “Not 
only  do  I have  the  opportunity 
to  participate  in  some  excellent 
classes,  but  I am  also  part  of  a 
community  where  academics 
are  especially  valued,”  said 
Glennie. 

Glennie  said  she  has  taken 
six  honors  courses  in  addition 


to  completing  a Senior  Honors 
Project.  “I  enjoyed  my  Honors 
classes.  My  favorites  were 
my  Honors  seminar  class,  A 
Sense  of  Place,  which  allowed 
me  to  research  my  family’s 
property  in  Maine  and  learn 
more  about  my  family  history, 
and  Schools  in  American 
Culture,  which,  in  some  ways, 
gave  me  the  idea  for  my  Honors 
Project,”  she  said. 

Glennie  said  that  she  did 
not  find  the  Honors  courses 
to  be  any  more  academically 
difficult  than  standard  courses. 
However  not  all  of  her  fellow 
Honors  students  share  her  point 
of  view  on  this  issue. 

Caleb  Robitaille,  a 
sophomore  psychology  major, 
said,  “Honors  courses  are 
certainly  more  challenging 
than  standard  courses.  They 
hold  higher  expectations 
of  students  and  they  create 
more  opportunities  for  the 
students  to  be  independent 
than  other  courses.”  He  said 


that  the  workload  is  sometimes 
daunting. 

Both  students  said  that  the 
benefits  of  being  in  the  Honors 
Program  extended  further 
than  just  classes  or  academic 
challenge.  Robitaille  also 
said  that  he  enjoys  the  special 
privilege  exclusively  granted 
to  Honors  students,  which  is 
access  to  the  honors  center 
located  in  Mod  HaU. 

According  to  the  Honors 
Program  information  sheet 
published  by  the  university, 
the  center  is  open  to  all  Honors 
students.  It  offers  a place  for 
them  to  get  work  done  or  just 
relax  with  friends  and  also  have 
access  to  four  computers  with  a 
printer. 

“Since  I’m  getting  closer 
to  graduation.  I’m  grateful  that 
my  resume  will  stand  out  due  to 
the  experiences  I’ve  been  able 
to  participate  in  because  I’m  an 
Honors  student,”  Glennie  said. 

Dr.  Brewster  said  that  he 
also  finds  that  older  students 


have  a different  perspective 
on  the  Honors  experience.  He 
said,  “I  think  that  students  who 
were  closer  to  graduation  might 
say  one  of  two  things,  they 
might  say,  the  opportunity  to 
do  a Senior  Honors  Project,  if 
they  have  done  one... Or  they 
might  say  that  the  best  part 
is  the  relationships  that  they 
developed  with  other  students 
and  with  faculty  through  smaller 
classes  and  different  events, 
both  academic  and  social.” 

Both  students  and  faculty 
said  that  students  in  the  Honors 
Program  gain  something 
through  the  program,  that  they 
would  not  otherwise  have  as  a 
part  of  their  college  experience. 

“A  lot  of  it  has  to  do  with 
the  smaller  classes  and  the  fact 
that  they  get  to  interact  with 
their  peers  and  faculty  members 
more,”  Brewster  said. 

Robitaille  said,  “Later 
in  life,  my  experience  with  the 
Honors  Program  will  look  good 
on  applications  and  resumes.” 


JUST  F IJl  f h'I  „ ti,  k„T  H 0 F 1 T 


With  the  rise  of  the 
media,  social  standards  and 
expectations  dominant  in 
America  today  it  is  quite 
apparent  that  beauty  is  not  in 
the  eye  of  the  beholder,  but 
in  the  hands  of  the  collective 
culture  that  we  live  in. 

Admittedly,  8 out  of  10 
women  are  unhappy  with  their 
appearance,  but  only  5%  of 
women  in  the  U.S  will  achieve 
the  media’s  ideal  standard  of 
being  “thin”. 

The  media  images  of 
glamorized  emaciation,  sex 
appeal  and  objectification 
smother  the  magazines, 
the  billboards,  the  TV,  the 
products  we  buy.  They  send 
the  message  that  we  need  to 
look  like  these  perfect,  photo- 
shopped,  airbrushed  celebrities 
and  models. 

Over  the  years  there 


has  been  a shift  in  the  fitness 
industry.  Strong  is  the  new 
skixmy! 

Women  are  no  longer 
expected  to  be  cardio  queens 
and  stick  thin.  Along  with 
bodybuilding,  the  new 
awareness  of  women  and  sport, 
and  new  fitness  trends  the  idea 
of  being  strong,  fit,  healthy, 
and  lean  is  rapidly  growing. 

Not  only  is  this  notion  of 
being  fit  growing  socially,  but 
the  research  also  demonstrates 
why  building  muscle  and  being 
strong  is  better.  Instead  of  this 
ideal  state  of  skinny,  provoking 
11  million  people  in  the  US 
to  have  anorexia,  building 
strength  and  independence  is 
slowly  but  surely  becoming 
a symbol  of  beauty  and 
femininity. 

As  a health  and  gym 
enthusiast  I have  noticed  a 


trend  in  the  males  hitting  the 
weights  while  the  females 
stick  to  the  cardio  machines. 
I’ve  even  witnessed  some 
girls  spending  hours  on  the 
elliptical,  treadmill  or  bike 
in  last-ditch  efforts  to  bum 
calories  and  lose  weight. 

Cardiovascular  activity 
can  certainly  be  useful  in 
calorie  burning,  but  does  not 
result  in  a metabolic  boost,  nor 
does  it  build  muscle  or  tone. 

In  fact,  over  time  this 
excessive  cardio  training  will 
slow  metabolism  and  even 
decrease  lean  muscle  mass, 
making  us  more  susceptible 
to  storing  fat.  The  calories 
burned  during  cardiovascular 
exercise  are  absolute.  This 
means  that  once  you  stop  there 
is  relatively  little  after-bum. 

On  the  other  hand, 
weight  training  has  proven  to 


be  the  best  way  to  increase 
the  amount  of  calories  burned 
post-exercise. 

The  metabolic  effect 
earned  through  a single  intense 
weight-training  session  has  the 
potential  to  keep  an  individual 
burning  fat  and  calories  for  up 
to  24  hours  post-exercise! 

With  a significant 
amount  of  muscle  tissue,  a 
woman’s  metabolism  can  be 
significantly  increased  and 
therefore  bum  more  fat  and 
calories  for  fuel. 

Most  importantly, 
weight  lifting  prevents  loss  of 
bone  mineral  density.  The  act 
of  lifting  a weight  forces  the 
muscles  to  contract  and  pull 
on  bones.  It  is  this  stress  on  the 
bones  that  actually  activates 
new  bone  growth. 

Study  after  study  shows 
weight-training’s  ability  to 


prevent  bone  loss  and  prevent 
osteoporosis  illustrating  that 
lean  muscle  mass  is  invaluable 
for  women  of  all  ages. 

Not  only  is  it 
metabolically  efficient,  it  is 
a preventative  means  against 
disease,  it  builds  bone  and 
it  looks  good  too!  Weight 
training,  along  with  sound 
moderate  and  wholesome 
nutrition  sets  you  up  for  a 
strong  healthy  self,  inside  and 
out. 

Next  semester  the  Ely 
Wellness  Center  will  be  starting 
a variety  of  new  programs 
for  women  and  training  that 
promote  strength,  health  and 
wellness.  Keep  your  eye  out 
for  news  updates  on  exciting 
and  free  personal  training 
opportunities! 

LNHANtman@gmail. 

com. 
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Bridge  complete 

Great  River  Bridge  open  for  use 


“Ozzie”  murdered  by  teens 

Scholarship  begun  in  memorium  for  Stanley  Park’s  ugly  duckling 


photo  by  Nicholas  Rexford 
Ozzie  was  the  friendly  “ugly  duckling”  of  Stanley  Park. 


Kylie  Coffey 
Voice  Reporter 

For  the  class  of  2012,  the 
Westfield  “Great  River”  Bridge 
has  been  a milestone  of 
their  college  careers.  The 
reconstruction  began  in  2008 , the 
same  time  they  were  beginning 
a new  chapter  at  Westfield  State. 
Now  with  just  one  semester  left 
of  their  undergraduate  careers, 
the  bridge  has  been  completed 
and  is  now  reopened  for  traffic. 

“Fm  glad  it’s  done,” 
said  Andrea  Darcangelo,  a 
senior  at  WSU.  “I  just  wish  it 
was  completed  before  hand.  It 
would  have  saved  a lot  of  traffic 
aggravation.” 

The  on-going  bridge 
project  is  part ofWestfield’s  “Big 
Dig”,  a $77  Million  project  to 
repair  downtown  Westfield. 
The  two  bridges  are  now 
working  simultaneously.  The 
Great  River  Bridge  will  now  be 
taking  drivers  southbound  while 
the  newer  bridge  will  be  taking 
them  north. 

According  to  Masslive. 
com,  the  project  has  included 
work  on  the  two  bridges,  the 
railroad  viaduct,  the  intersection 
of  Elm  St,  Broad  St,  and  Main 
St,  and  an  installation  of  a clock 
tower  that  cost  $500,000.  This 
has  ail  been  paid  for  by  state 
and  federal  government  funds. 


Robert  Pellerin , supervisor 
for  the  city’s  general  contractor 
J.F.  White  Construction,  told 
the  Springfield  Republican  that 
the  operation  of  opening  the 
bridge  went  well. 

“We  had  signs,  arrows, 
and  police  officers  directing 
traffic,  and  there  was  still  some 
confusion,”  he  said.  “Otherwise 
it  went  smoothly,  and  people 
were  honking  their  horns  giving 
thumbs  up.”. 

Westfield  State  students 
often  gripe  about  the  traffic 
problem  stretching  from 
downtown  Westfield  to  the 
Mass  Pike  exit.  The  bridge 
completion  hopes  to  relieve 
some  of  those  issues. 

“The  bridge  is  nice  but 
is  still  going  to  create  traffic 
because  each  bridge  only  has 
one  lane,”  said  Erin  Bodie. 

Catherine  Connor  agreed 
but  said  the  traffic  was  a little 
lighter  than  usual  because  of  the 
two  bridges.  “It  wasn’t  that  bad. 
I guess  it  just  depends  on  what 
time  you  go,”  she  said. 

Darcangelo,  who  is  set 
to  graduate  in  May  thought 
the  bridge  completion  and  her 
undergrad  completion  ending 
at  the  same  time,  was  kind  of 
poetic.  “It’s  funny  how  the 
renovations  started  when  I 
began  college  and  now  it’s  done 
right  before  I’m  supposed  to 
graduate,”  she  said. 


Amber  Pettell 
& Kelsey  Thibodeau 
Voice  Reporters 

Stanley  Park  has  now 
lost  one  of  its  most  beloved 
animal  inhabitants.  Ozzie  the 
Muscovy  duck  was  found  dead 
on  November  1 1 . 

According  to  the  Stanley 
Park  website,  a witness  saw 
four  high  school  age  boys  stomp 
the  animal  to  death  that  Friday 
evening  as  she  crossed  the 
enclosed  bridge  near  the  Stanley 
Park  duck  pond.  She  notified 
authorities  as  she  witnessed  the 
event  unfold,  but  it  was  too  late 
to  save  the  duck. 

It  took  Westfield  police 
only  four  days  to  make  an  arrest 
in  connection  with  Ozzie’s 
death.  A fifteen  year-old  boy 
was  charged  with  cruelty 
to  an  animal,  and  killing  a 
domesticated  animal.  This  is  a 
felony  charge  in  Massachusetts, 
which  could  include  a $2^00 
fine  or  up  to  five  years  in  jail. 

Though  his  breed 
typically  lives  closer  to  South 
America  and  Mexico,  Ozzie 
found  a home  in  Stanley  Park. 
Ozzie  had  only  lived  there  for 
three  years,  but  his  impact  on 
the  community  has  been  clearly 
felt  in  the  wake  of  his  tragic 
passing.  This  is  illustrated  by 
the  several  photo  galleries  on  the 


park’s  website  that  show  images 
of  Ozzie  in  memorandum  as 
well  as  several  memorial  cards 
left  by  children  in  the  place  of 
his  death.  Park  officials  are 
now  asking  members  of  the 
community  to  take  their  support 
one  step  further  and  help  ensure 
that  no  other  incidents  like  this 
one  occur  at  Stanley  Park  ever 
again. 

The  “Ozzie  Fund”  was 
created  to  raise  money  to  be 
used  for  installing  cameras  to 
observe  the  duck  ponds  and  the 
footage  will  be  linked  to  the 
park’s  webpage.  Supporters  are 
asked  to  donate  to  the  “Friends 
of  Ozzie  Fund.”  The  donations 
will  go  towards  the  installation 
of  security  web  cams  in  the  park 


to  further  secure  the  safety  of  all 
of  the  animals. 

In  addition  to  increased 
security,  the  Westfield  Citizens 
Scholarship  Foundation  has 
begun  a memorial  scholarship 
in  Ozzie’s  honor.  It  will  be 
given  each  year  to  a senior 
from  Westfield  High  School 
who  has  either  participated  in 
humanitarian  volunteer  work 
or  is  planning  to  earn  a college 
degree  in  humanitarian  services. 
This  is  the  first  scholarship  to  be 
named  for  an  animal. 

Those  wishing  to  donate 
to  the  scholarship  fund  may 
mail  their  donation  to:  Citizens 
Scholarship  Foundation,  P.O. 
382,  Westfield  MA,  01086  or 
visit  www.stanleypark.org. 


CRP:  Res  hall  damages  down  from  last  year 


■ Continued  from  page  3 

In  response  to  one  of  the 
most  asked  student  questions 
about  how  damage  costs  were 
decided,  Hettrick  said, “Damage 
costs  are  in  the  handbook  based 
on  the  time  and  materials  it 
takes  to  clean  them.” 

Also,  maintainers  get 
called  in  during  the  night  and 
they  get  billed  four  hours 
because  they  have  to  stay  on 


campus  at  least  that  long  per 
contract. 

Students  said  that  this 
plan  was  unfair. 

How  could  Residential 
Life  implement  different 
sanctions  when  everyone  knew 
it  was  only  a small  group  of 
people  who  were  causing  the 
damages? 

Why  should  everyone 
suffer  for  the  few? 

Hettrick  said  that  the 


purpose  of  the  Community 
Response  Plan  was  to  get  people 
to  clean  up  after  themselves  and 
take  responsibility,  not  to  punish 
students. 

The  incentive  apparently 
worked.  The  numbers  showed 
that  from  this  time  last  year, 
damages  have  dropped  by  half. 

Everyone  will  just  have  to 
wait  for  next  semester  to  see  if 
the  plan  will  continue  to  work 
or  not. 


Happy  holidays  from  The 
Westfield  Voice  staff! 


Have  a threat  break.  Sray  happy, 
healthy  and  he  safe! 

See  you  next  year! 
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Tobacco  policy  to  be  reviewed  this  Spring 


■ continued  from  page  1 

non-smokers. 

Westfield  State  President 
Evan  Dobelle  stated  that 
the  campus  tobacco  policy 
is  reviewed  each  year  and  a 
total  tobacco  ban  could  be 
implemented  in  the  future  if  the 
current  policy  is  determined  to 
be  ineffective. 

But  the  decision  for 
campuses  to  become  smoke 
free  is  one  that’s  been 
heavily  criticized.  When 
Bridgewater  State,  Salem 
State,  Massachusetts  Maritime 
Academy,  Bristol  Community 
College,  North  Shore 
Community  College  and  Cape 
Cod  Community  College  - all 
in  Massachusetts  - adopted  their 
current  tobacco  free  policies, 
each  faced  ample  criticism  from 
students  and  faculty. 

The  smoke  free  policy 
that  UMass  Amherst’s  Faculty 
Senate  approved  last  April  was 
met  with  student  protests  over 
the  lack  of  student  input  that 
went  into  the  decision. 

Bridgewater  State 

adopted  a complete  tobacco  ban 
this  past  September  to  protect 
the  health  of  students  and  staff 
on  campus,  according  to  BSU 
spokesman  Bryan  Baldwin. 
But  students  at  the  university, 
in  comments  submitted  to  the 
campus  newspaper,  believed 
the  ban  infringed  ufwn  their 
rights  and  was  an  overextension 
of  administrative  power. 

Carlton  Pickron, 

Westfield  State  University’s 
Vice  President  of  Student 
Affairs,  said  the  problem  with 
Bridgewater’s  policy  is  that 
the  decision  lacked  widespread 
student  and  faculty  input. 

As  Bridgewater  has 
recently  found  out,  the  major 
problem  with  a complete  smoke 
free  policy  is  determining  how 
to  enforce  it.  David  Tillinghast, 
Bridgewater  State  University’s 
Police  Chief,  said  that  college 
employees,  not  public  safety. 


would  be  charged  with  enforcing 
the  tobacco  free  policy. 

“We’re  not  anticipating 
getting  involved  unless  a 
supervisor  has  an  issue  and 
contacts  us,”  Tillinghast  said 
when  the  policy  went  into 
effect  on  September  1.  While 
Tillinghast  didn’t  specify  which 
employees  would  be  responsible 
for  enforcing  the  policy,  many 
BSU  students  said  they  took 
his  statement  to  mean  that 
professors  would  be  required  to 
enforce  the  new  policy. 

Pickron  agreed  that 
enforcing  any  tobacco  policy 
is  a huge  issue  for  college 
administrators. 

He  said  that  while 
Westfield  isn’t  necessarily 
pushing  to  become  smoke  free, 
students  and  faculty  need  to  be 
more  respectful  of  everyone 
in  the  campus  community  and 
follow  the  50-feet  policy  or 
further  action  may  need  to  be 
taken. 

“The  biggest  problem  is 
policing  it,”  Pickron  said.  “Are 
professors  supposed  to  demand 
that  students  put  out  their 
cigarette  or  tell  them  to  move 
away  from  the  building?” 

In  fact,  Pickron  said  that 
faculty  members  are  often  the 
main  offenders  of  the  smoking 
policy,  setting  an  example  to 
students  that  the  50-feet  rule 
can  be  ignored. 

He  said  that  the  current 
policy  would  be  more  effective 
and  the  need  for  a complete 
tobacco  ban  would  be  eliminated 
if  everyone  followed  the  rules. 

“It  takes  everyone  in  the 
community  to  make  it  work 
and  we’re  not  totally  there  yet,” 
Pickron  said.  “The  Sodexo 
staff  moving  further  away  from 
the  dining  facilities  to  smoke 
shows  that  we’re  making  small 
strides  and  moving  in  a positive 
direction.” 

While  many  Westfield 
students  said  they  would  be  in 
favor  of  a complete  tobacco  ban, 
others  said  they  think  it  would  be 
an  ill-advised  decision.  A WSU 


junior  who  chose  to  remain 
anonymous  said  he  would  be 
against  a complete  ban  and 
suggested  that  the  university 
could  instead  designate  a 
few  areas  on  campus  where 
smoking  would  be  allowed.  The 
student  said  that  this  idea  would 
be  fairer  for  both  smokers  and 
non-smokers. 

But  this  idea  has  been 
refuted  by  many  officials 
including  Megan  Pabian,  the 
University  of  Central  Florida’s 
coordinator  of  Relations  and 
Public  Affairs  for  Health 
Services,  who  said  that  UCF 
found  that  having  designated 
smoking  areas  sends  a mix 
message.  She  said  that  if  the 
college’s  message  is  clean  air 
for  everyone  then  it  needs  to  be 
applied  everywhere  on  campus. 

“My  personal  opinion  is 
that  a smoke  free  campus  would 
benefit  the  health  of  the  greater 
campus  community,”  said 
Patricia  Berube,  Westfield’s 
Director  of  Health  Services. 
“The  American  College  Health 
Association  has  a position 
statement  on  tobacco  and 
supports  the  progress  for 
campuses  to  become  tobacco 
free.” 

Berube  went  on  to  say 
that  consideration  would  need 
to  be  given  to  people  on  campus 
who  are  addicted  to  nicotine 
and  quitting  resources  such 
as  smoking  cessation  sessions 
would  need  to  be  available 
if  Westfield  decided  to  ban 
tobacco. 

In  what  could  be  seen 
as  a preview  for  the  future, 
Westfield  State  offered  a 
tobacco  cessation  class  for  those 
interested  in  quitting  smoking 
on  November  17.  The  class 
was  held  in  accordance  with 
the  American  Cancer  Society’s 
“Great  American  Smokeout.” 

Cahillane  said  that 
Westfield’s  tobacco  policy 
is  reviewed  annually  by 
administrators,  with  the  next 
review  scheduled  for  the 
upcoming  spring  semester. 


Hi  everyone!  Welcome  to  the  last  edition  of  the 
Voice  for  the  Fall  2011  semester! 

I want  to  truly  thank  everyone  who  contributed  to 
the  paper  this  semester  - I honestly  believe  that  it’s 
been  our  best  Volume  yet.  We  have  tons  of  cam- 
pus and  local  news,  and  we  never  have  a lack  of 
material.  You  all  rock  and  I hope  you’ll  continue 
writing  for  next  semester  - it  cn  only  get  better 
from  here! 

As  I’m  sure  you’ve  all  read,  Alex  will  be  leaving 
away  next  semester  (she’s  my  best  friend  and  I . 
wish  her  luck!).  But  I’m  ready  to  work  hard,  and 
we  have  people  who  are  more  than  ready  to  step 
up  to  the  plate.  Rob  Donoghue  will  be  Acting 
Co-Editor-In-Chief  and  in  his  place  as  Sports  Edi- 
tor will  be  Joey  Cooper!  So  thank  you  to  them  and 
everyone  else  who  will  be  helping  me  out  next 
semester :) 

I wish  you  all  good  luck  on  your  finals  and  I hope 
you  have  a fantastic  break! ! 

Samantha  Fahey 

Co-Editor-In-Chief 

sfahey5744@westfield.ma.edu 


You  can  share  your  opinions  with 
the  entire  campus  community! 
And  it  will  live  on  forever  in  print 
- that’s  more  than  Facebook 
can  say. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content  in  this 
newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your  own  opinion, 
send  a “letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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The  Westfield  Voice  OpEd 

Competency  and  Conservatism 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 

The  debate  among 
Republicans  running  for 
President  in  2012  usually  does 
not  focus  around  environmental 
policy.  Unless  of  course,  you 
count  talk  of  eliminating  the 
Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA)  as  a political 
policy. 

Rick  Perry,  Ron  Paul,  and 
Michele  Bachmann  advocate 
the  demise  of  the  agency.  1 think 
the  Republican  Party  needs  to 
remember  that  they  were  the 
party  of  conservationists. 

And  contrary  to  religious 
extremism,  global  warming  is 
upon  us.  We  should  not  jump  on 
the  bandwagon  for  the  political 
opportunism  spread  by  A1 
Gore. 

However  the  environment 
is  vitally  important  to  our  future 
and  needs  to  be  looked  at  more 
carefully.  That  is  why  1 will 
defend  Mitt  Romney’s  views 
on  the  environment.  I believe 
that  his  market-orientated 
approach  will  ultimately  be  the 


best  choice.  Lets  face  the  facts, 
cap  and  trade  policies  die  out  at 
the  state  level.  While  the  U.S. 
is  trying  to  control  its  carbon 
emissions,  it  proves  to  be  a very 
expensive  process. 

Romney  says  that  capping 
of  carbon  emissions  should  be 
done  on  an  international  level. 
This  should  be  an  agreement 
among  all  nations,  so  that 
fairness  can  be  established. 

Romney  is  on  the  record 
of  believing  in  global  climate 
change.  “I  believe  we  are  seeing 
global  warming  and  I believe 
humans  are  contributing  to  it. 
I don’t  know  how  much  global 
warming  is  because  of  our 
activity,  I Just  don’t  know  the 
answer,”  he  said. 

His  answer  is  important 
when  taken  into  consideration. 
However,  Mitt  Romney  admits 
that  he  doesn’t  know  an  awful 
lot  about  the  impact  of  humans 
on  the  earth’s  warming.  This 
shows  that  our  country  needs  to 
have  a thoughtful  discussion  on 
its  future. 

Romney  spent  a career 
in  the  private  sector;  managing 
start  up  businesses,  investing  in 


market  solutions , and  organizing 
his  clients  to  be  compatible  with 
a global  economy. 

The  environment  is 
ever  changing  and  providing 
us  with  important  questions. 
Most  important  in  the  minds 
of  Americans;  handling  global 
climate  change,  dealing  with 
rising  carbon  emissions,  making 
more  fuel  efficient  cars,  losing 
our  addiction  to  foreign  oil,  and 
becoming  energy  independent. 
All  of  these  problems  have  been 
made  worse  by  government 
bureaucracy. 

Economic  or  market 
based  solutions  work  when 
implemented  correctly.  The 
left  will  say  that  economics  is 
a cold-hearted  analysis  towards 
fixing  our  problems.  But  they  are 
wrong,  because  good  economic 
policy  will  result  in  success. 

Not  only  will  we  solve 
problems  that  damage  our 
environment,  but  we  will  have 
created  jobs  and  restructured  our 
economy.  America’s  future  is  in 
the  investment  of  alternative 
energy  sources,  and  Governor 
Mitt  Romney  has  the  leadership 
to  deliver  on  this  issue. 


Knope  2012:  Gingrich’s  anti-environment  policies 


Nadine  Boes 
Voice  Reporter 

The  select  few  who  do  not 
view  climate  change  as  a serious 
matter  are  greatly  affecting 
policies  that  could  make  a major 
difference  in  environmental 
issues.  Newt  Gingrich  claims  to 
be  pro-environment,  but  some 
of  his  ideas  do  not  support  this 
claim. 

Gingrich  suggests 

policies  such  as  investing  more 
in  nuclear  energy,  drilling  for 
oil,  and  doing  away  with  the 
Environmental  Protection 
Agency. 

In  regards  to  nuclear 
energy.  The  Union  of  Concerned 
Scientists  released  a statement 
detailing  the  shortcomings  of 
nuclear  energy.  They  promote 
the  use  of  strategies  that  produce 


quick  and  large  reductions  in 
emissions  with  concern  for 
cost  and  safety,  and  claim  that 
nuclear  power  “does  not  meet 
these  criteria.” 

According  to  the  Union, 
“A  major  expansion  of  nuclear 
power  in  the  United  States  is  not 
feasible  in  the  near  term.  Even 
under  an  ambitious  deployment 
scenario,  new  plants  could  not 
make  a substantial  contribution 
to  reducing  U .S . global  warming 
emissions  for  at  least  two 
decades.”  Taking  this  and  the 
high  risk  of  a disaster  occurring 
into  account,  nuclear  energy  is 
just  not  practical. 

The  GOP  frontrunner 
believes  in  greener  energy,  so 
long  as  that  energy  makes  the 
most  money.  When  it  comes 
to  oil  and  drilling,  Gingrich  is 
all  for  it.  Recently,  there  has 
been  controversy  surrounding 


the  Keystone  XL  pipeline  in 
Canada.  The  pipeline  would 
carry  crude  oil  from  the  Tar 
Sands  in  Canada  to  Austin, 
Texas. 

The  pipeline  would 
require  thousands  of  barrels  of 
water  each  day,  and  with  the 
ongoing  water  crisis  throughout 
the  world,  this  is  a significant 
negative  aspect.  Not  to  mention 
the  fact  that  this  water  would 
become  contaminated  and  seep 
back  into  the  groundwater. 
Gingrich  supports  this  practice 
because  it  would  create  an 
insignificant  amount  of  jobs, 
but  mostly,  it  would  create  an 
environmental  crisis. 

Our  planet  is  in  jeopardy 
because  of  global  warming. 
Our  country  needs  a leader  who 
recognizes  this  and  actively 
pursues  energy  that  does  not 
further  harm  the  environment. 


Editor’s 

Desk 


Hi! 

I know  everyone  is  stressing  out  these  last  two  weeks 
because  of  finals,  but  thanks  for  picking  up  the  last  issue 
of  the  semester! 

As  I’ve  said  before.  I’m  doing  an  internship  in 
Washington,  D.C.  in  the  Spring,  but  before  I go  I want 
to  say  thank  you  to  everyone  who  has  contributed  to 
the  paper  this  year  and  for  all  of  you  who  read  it!  Also, 
thanks  to  my  co-editor  and  best  friend  Samantha  because 
I couldn’t  do  this  job  by  myself.  I’ll  miss  ya  <3 

I’ll  be  writing  a weekly  column  (which  I have  yet  to 
name)  so  keep  an  eye  out  for  that  next  semester!  I’m 
interning  at  The  Daily  Caller,  an  online  news 
publication.  I may  also  be  writing  some  articles  for  them 
so  look  for  my  byline! 

Have  an  absolutely  wonderful  break  everyone  and  thank 
you  so  much! 

Alex  Myers 

Co-Editor-in-Chief 

amy  ers93 30 @ wes  tfield  .ma  .edu 

The  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those  of 
the  staff  or  of  the  university 
as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a '‘letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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Taylor  Swift  - Bom  Dec  13, 1989 


Beginning  her  songwriting 
career  at  five  years  old, 
Taylor  Swift’s  path  to 
country  music  stardom 
began  when  she  signed 
with  RCA  Records  at 
thirteen.  But  the  stubborn 
country  singer  refused  to 
sing  other  writer’s  songs 
and  demanded  her  own 
material  to  be  heard. 
She  later  signed  with 
indie  label  Big  Machine 
Records,  who  allowed 
Swift  the  artistic  freedom 
she  desired.  In  2006,  she 
released  her  first  hit  single, 
‘Tim  McGraw,”  which 
peaked  at  number  6 on  the 
Billboard  Hot  Country 
Songs  chart.  At  sixteen, 
she  released  her  self-titled 
debut  album  to  public  and 


critical  acclaim,  which 
sold  over  2.5  million 
copies  and  established  her 
rising  status  in  country 
music.  She  was  the 
Horizon  award  recipient 
of  the  2007  Country 
Music  Association 

Awards,  given  to  the  best 
new  artist  of  the  year. 
Her  first  number  one  hit 
was  “Our  Song,”  peaking 
right  before  her  eighteenth 
birthday.  In  2009,  Swift 
released  her  sophomore 
effort  Fearless,  which 
sold  over  500,000  copies 
in  its  first  week  and  won 
her  four  Grammy  awards 
including  Album  of  the 
Year.  Swift  debuted  in  her 
first  movie  alongside  then- 
boyfriend  Taylor  Lautner 
in  2010’s  Valentine’s 
Day,  and  released  her 
third  album  Speak  Now 
later  that  year  which  sold 
over  1 million  copies  in 
its  first  week.  After  two 
straight  Entertainer  of  the 
Year  awards  at  the  CMAs 
before  the  age  of  23,  it 
seems  that  the  sky  is  the 
limit  for  this  young  star. 


Flight  of  the  Wright  Flyer  - Dec  17, 1903 


The  famous  Wright  brothers 
studied  aerodynamics  for 
years  before  successfully 
developing  the  first 
piloted  aircraft  that  was 
both  heavier  than  air  and 
maneuverable.  Their 
strenuous  efforts  came  to 
fruition  with  the  invention 
of  the  Wright  Flyer  in  Kitty 
Hawk,  North  Carolina. 
Using  groundbreaking 
technological  research 
tools  like  wind  tunnels  and 
flight-testing  of  unpowered 
kites  and  gliders,  as  well 
as  observing  the  behavior 
of  many  species  of  gliding 
birds,  Orville  and  Wilbur 
Wright  learned  about  the 
gravitational  forces  that 
affect  objects  in  flight. 
After  experimentation. 


development  of  the  Wright 
Flyer  began  and  finished  in 
1901,  but  seemed  to  miss 
some  key  components  for 
successful  air  travel.  Their 
most  valuable  discovery 
was  the  ability  to  control  the 
aircraft  in  mid-flight  based 
on  three  principal  axes  of 
the  airplane:  the  pitch,  yaw, 
and  roU,  which  gave  the 
pilot  control  of  vertical  and 
horizontal  movements.  The 
1903  Wright  Flyer  covered 
a 40-foot  wingspan  at  over 
750  pounds.  It  featured  a 
twelve  horsepower  engine, 
and  could  cover  a maximum 
distance  of  850  feet  in  one 
flight,  roughly  only  59 
seconds  of  airtime.  Still, 
most  aeronautic  historians 
signify  this  feat  as  the  first- 
ever  successful  episode  of 
human  flight.  Soon  after, 
the  Wright  brothers  began 
to  hone  their  skills  as  the 
most  experienced  pilots 
in  the  world  and  further 
advanced  their  studies  in 
airplane  development, 
successfully  creating 
planes  with  engines  of  75 
horsepower  by  1913. 


George  Washington  - Died  Dec  14, 1779 


(facts  from  people  xom) 


(facts  from  wrigbtjiasa.gov) 


Long  before  his 
inauguration  as  the  first 
President  of  the  new  United 
States,  George  Washington 
was  the  son  of  a Virginia 
planter  family.  Leaving  the 
farm  at  sixteen  to  pursue 
diplomatic  and  militaristic 
dreams,  Washington’s  first 
ascendance  in  rank  came 
at  twenty-two,  when  he 
was  commissioned  as  a 
lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War. 
Although  his  original 
intention  was  to  retire  here 
from  military  duties,  he 
began  to  express  dissent 
towards  the  British, 
resulting  from  their  harsh 
regulations  on  planters.  He 
remained  relatively  low- 
key  in  the  colonists’  verbal 
battle  against  British  rule 
until  being  elected  as  the 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the 
Continental  Army  in  1775. 
His  strategic  “harassment” 
of  British  forces  during 
the  Revolutionary  War 
was  vital  to  clinching 
the  eventual  surrender 
of  Cornwallis’  army 
at  Yorktown  in  1781. 

(facts  from  wl 


Washington  considered 
retirement  for  a second 
time,  but  instead  decided 
to  assume  a critical  role 
in  ratifying  the  new 
Constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  1787.  Soon  after, 
the  Electoral  College 
unanimously  elected 
Washington  as  President 
in  1789.  His  plan  was  to 
create  a precedent  for  future 
presidents  to  abide,  by 
embracing  the  separation 
of  powers  established  by 
the  Constitution  and  only 
serving  two  terms.  In  his 
1797  farewell  address, 
Washington  warned 

his  countrymen  against 
excessive  partisanship  and 
long-term  alliances  with 
foreign  countries. 


Sing  Noel! 
Christmas  Concert 


Featuring: 

Second  Congregational 
Church  Choir 
Smith  College  Handbell 
Choir 

WSU  Wind  Quintet 
WSU  Night  Owls 
and  Ms.  Kelsy  Fritz 


United  Church  of  Christ 
Second  Congregational 
487  Western  Avenue, 
Westfield,  MA 
413-568-7557 


This  event  is  sponsored  in  part  by  WSU  Foundation,  Interfaith  Center 


Paid  internship  available! 


Any  majors  welcome  to  apply! 

Where:  Springfield,  MA 

When:  Immediately,  semester  break  or  semester-long 
With:  Diana  Mara  Henry,  photojoumalist,  photographer  of  the 
women’s  movement,  national  conventions,  presidential  cam- 
paigns, and  many  other  events  and  personalities 


If  interested,  contact  Diana  Mara  Henry  at 
dmh@dianamarahenry.com  or  call  413-736-6414! 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Book  Reviews:  “The  Time  Traveler’s  Wife”  and  “The  Wolf’ 

The  first  is  a heart-hitting  story  while  the  second  should  not  have  been  allowed  to  print 


photo  by  askmissa.com 


photo  by  i. ebayimg.com 


Lyndon  Seitz 
Voice  Reporter 


The  idea  of  Audrey 
Niffenegger’s  “The  Time  Traveler’s 
Wife”  feels  like  it  has  been  done 
before,  but  she  manages  to  surpass 
the  previous  attempts  at  blending  time 
travel  and  romance  into  a story  that’s 
both  well  done  and  original,  despite 
time-travel  having  been  covered  in  so 
many  previous  novels,  most  of  them 
sub-par. 

In  the  novel,  Clare  has  to  deal 
with  her  partner’s  randomly  activated 
time  traveling,  and  his  subsequent 
long  disappearances. 

That  partner,  Henry,  has  to  deal 
with  the  implications  and  difficulties 
of  time  travel  while  still  trying  to 
maintain  a relationship  with  Clare. 

The  novel  is  different  than  most 
romances  in  that  it  already  establishes 
from  the  beginning  that  the  two 
characters  are  going  to  be  together, 
and  instead  the  novel  focuses  on  the 
struggles  against  their  situation. 

The  randomness  and  the  details 
of  Henry’s  time  traveling  allows  for 
a creative  problem,  and  while  time- 
traveling has  a few  minor  logical  issues 
that  a discerning  reader  might  pick  up 


on,  addressing  them  with  great  detail 
might  have  drawn  away  from  the  real 
plot  and  meaning  of  the  novel. 

Otherwise,  the  plot  is  portrayed 
in  a manner  that  doesn’t  confuse  the 
reader,  and  I was  never  left  wondering, 
“When  are  we  again?” 

There  is  also  a deeper  meaning 
behind  all  the  events,  and  some  people 
may  be  able  to  relate  to  the  characters 
in  their  own  way,  considering  the 
character’s  concerns  are  both  well- 
crafted  and  their  interactions  usually 
seem  believable,  except  for  the 
beginning  of  the  novel,  where  I would 
expect  Clare  to  behave  differently. 

Some  of  these  issues  of 
believability  may  make  you  stop 
and  wonder  about  the  story,  taking 
away  from  it,  but  it  still  a heart- 
hitting  story  and  one  that  challenges 
normal  conventions  enough  to  be 
entertaining. 

8 out  of  10. 


Normally  I rarely  review  books 
that  are  both  obscure  and  terrible,  as 
few  people  would  have  the  misfortune 
to  read  one,  but  in  this  case  the  book 
is  simply  so  terrible  that  it  cannot  be 
ignored. 

This  book  is  “The  Wolf  ’ by 
Richard  Rose. 

Out  of  every  single  book  I have 
read  in  my  lifetime,  none  have  been 
this  awful. 

It  describes  a rise  of  a fictional 
son  of  Adolf  Hitler  who  uses  a secret 
Nazi  fortune  to  try  to  establish  a fourth 
Reich  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  in  his 
father  after  the  World  War  11  ends. 

The  dialogue  is  laughable  despite 
never  trying  to  be  funny.  The  book 
features  characters  that  are  completely 
static,  with  no  real  thought  put  into 
them,  and  a protagonist  that  is  as  deep 
as  the  paper  you  are  reading  this  on 
when  it’s  laid  down  on  its  thin  side. 

The  book  features  disgusting. 


degrading,  and  crude  material  for  no 
other  reason  than  bad  shock  value,  and 
features  pointless  sex  and  violence 
simply  because  it  can,  not  driving  the 
plot  forward  at  all. 

The  writing  is  of  the  kind  that 
inspires  young  men  and  women  to  be 
authors. 

Not  because  they  admire  the 
work,  but  they  realize  that  if  this  can 
get  printed,  whatever  they  write  most 
certainly  can  get  published. 

In  cases  when  a book  is  this 
terrible,  one  would  think  to  criticize 
the  author  for  writing  it. 

Instead,  criticism  should  be 
placed  on  the  publisher  for  allowing  it 
to  go  to  print. 

Anyone  who  has  watched 
Tommy  Wiseau’s  film  “The  Room” 
and  have  wondered  if  there  is  a literary 
equivalent  to  it  can  find  that  equivalent 
in  “The  Wolf.” 

1 out  of  10. 

If  there’s  a book  that  you  want 
Lyndon  to  review,  email  him  and 
let  us  know!  You  can  reach  him  at 

thevoice  @ westfieldjna  .edu 
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Concert  Review:  Reel  Big  Fish  and  Streetlight  Manifesto 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


On  November  26,  a 
bunch  of  my  friends  and  I trav- 
eled to  Worcester  to  see  Reel 
Big  Fish  and  Streetlight  Mani- 
festo, two  great,  fun,  unique 
bands. 

Reel  Big  Fish,  a ska 
punk  band  from  California. 
Reel  Big  Fish  opened  for  Street- 
light Manifesto  and  have  more 
of  a pop  sound  than  Streetlight 
does. 

Reel  Big  Fish’s  set 
was  filled  with  crowd  favorites, 
such  as  “Sell  Out,”  “Trendy,” 
“She  Has  A Girlfriend  Now,” 
and  “Beer.” 

'Trendy”  features  the 
catchy  lines  “Everybody’s  do- 
ing the  fish,”  which  spurred  a 
burst  of  skanking-  a dance  that 
ska  fans  do  at  shows.  It  consists 
of  kicking  out  your  feet  and 
swinging  your  arms  in  opposite 
directions. 

Reel  Big  Fish  turned  up 
the  heat  with  the  songs  “Some- 
body Hates  Me”  and  “SR  (Sub- 
urban Rhythm).”  “SR”  is  a fun, 
reggae-infiised  romp,  reminding 
one  of  The  Clash’s  later  songs, 
such  as  “Car  Jamming.” 

I was  never  a huge 
Reel  Big  Fish  fan,  but  after  see- 
ing them  live,  I listen  to  their 
music  much  more  often.  That 
being  said,  they  put  on  a great. 


fun  show.  Their  audience  inter- 
action, especially  during  “SR,” 
was  a real  treat. 

One  of  the  highlights  of 
my  evening  was  when  Reel  Big 
Fish  played  “I  Want  Your  Girl- 
friend To  Be  My  Girlfriend”-  a 
song  about  a man  lusting  after 
his  friend’s  girlfriend  (the  title 
is  pretty  self  explanatory).  This 
song  features  a great  guitar  riff 
and  a catchy  horn  line. 

Reel  Big  Fish  per- 
formed their  classic  cover  of 
“Take  On  Me,”  and  also  played 
Van  Morrison’s  “Brown  Eyed 
Girl,”  which  was  a cool  treat. 
Needless  to  say.  Reel  Big  Fish’s 
set  was  fun  and  primed  the 
crowd  for  the  main  attraction: 
Streetlight  Manifesto. 

Streetlight  Manifesto  is 
a ska  punk  band  that  hails  from 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 
Streetlight  Manifesto  is  fronted 
by  guitarist/singer/songwriter 
Tomas  Kalnoky.  Kalnoky’s 
band  is  far  grittier,  less  pop-in- 
fluenced, and  more  punk-influ- 
ence than  Reel  Big  Fish. 

I have  seen  Streetlight 
Manifesto  once  before,  but  this 
show  was  a vastly  different  ex- 
perience. As  soon  as  Streetlight 
Manifesto  hit  the  stage,  the 
crowd  in  the  pit  at  the  front  of 
the  stage  crushed  together  in  a 
surge  of  pure  excitement  and 
anticipation. 

However,  the  venue 
was  overbooked,  and  there 
were  far  too  many  people  in  the 


pit,  causing  some  people  to  be 
crushed  into  the  metal  fences 
on  the  side  of  the  pit  (myself  in- 
cluded). 

Streetlight  Manifesto 
started  their  set  with  “Watch 
It  Crash,”  one  of  my  favorite 
tracks  off  of  their  last  album  of 
original  material,  “Somewhere 
In  The  Between.” 

Streetlight  played  some 
of  their  live  staples  through- 
out their  set,  such  as  “A  Better 
Place,  A Better  Time,”  “A  Mo- 
ment Of  Silence,”  “A  Moment 
of  Violence,”  and  “Here’s  To 
Life.” 

Even  though  I have 
heard  these  songs  live  before,  it 
is  always  nice  to  hear  “A  Better 
Place,  A Better  Time”  played; 
that  song  always  gets  me. 

They  also  played  a 
song  off  of  their  cover  album, 
“99  songs  of  Revolution”-  “Me 
And  Julio  Down  By  The  School- 
yard,”  which  was  unexpected. 

Streetlight  closed  off 
their  raucous  set  with  “Some- 
where In  The  Between.” 

For  the  encore.  Street- 
light busted  out  one  of  my  fa- 
vorite songs  off  of  their  album 
“Keaseby  Nights”-  “1234, 
1234.” 

This  is  my  favorite 
Streetlight  song  and  I was  deep- 
ly moved  when  they  played  it. 
I can’t  describe  how  much  this 
song  affects  me  and  for  them  to 
close  out  the  show  with  it  was 
amazing. 


Photos  by  triplegmusic.com  and  dyingscene.com 
Reel  Big  Fish  (top)  and  Streetlight  Manifesto  (bottom) 
played  for  a rowdy  crowd  at  Worcester  Palladium  on 
November  26. 


WSU’s  Career  Services  to  host  a 2012  Career,  Internship  & Graduate  School  Fair 

When:  February  29, 2012,  l:30-4:00p.m. 

Where:  Scanlon  Banquet  Hall 

Prepare  yourself:  Research  employers  that  interest  you,  Definitely  bring:  copies  of  your  resume, 

dress  to  impress,  and  learn  the  basics  of  interviews.  30  second  sales  pitch,  and  questions. 
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Quick  Info 


Top  Holiday  Singles 

1 . Mariah  Carey-  All  I 
Want  For  Christmas 

2.  Justin  Bieber- 
Mistletoe 

3.  Brenda  Lee- 
Rockin’ Around..  . 

4 J>lat  King  Cole-  The 
Christmas  Song 

5.  Bobby  Helms-  Jingle 
Bell  Rock 

6.  Burl  Ives-  A Holly 
Jolly  Christmas 

7.  Jose  Feliciano-  Feliz 
Navidad 

8.  Andy  Williams-  The 
Most  Wonderful  Time 

9.  John  Lennon-  Happy 
Xmas  (The  War  is  Over) 


Top  Holiday  Specials 

1 . Charlie  Brown 

2.  Rudolph 

3.  Frosty  the  Snowman 

4.  How  the  Grinch  stole 
Christmas 


Upcoming  Holiday 
DVD  Releases 
1 .Baber  and  Father 
Christmas 

2.Christmas  Mail 
3. 25  Days  Until  Christ- 
mas 


Top  Holiday  Albums 

1 . Justin  Bieber-  Under 
The  Mistletoe 

2.  She  & Him- A Very 
She  & Him  Christmas 

3.  Glee-  The  Christmas 
Album  Vol.2 

4.  Scott  Weiland-  The 
Most  Wonderful  Time 

5.  Michael  Buble- 
Christmas 

6.  Ginuwine-  A Ginuwine 
Christmas 

7.  Carole  King- 

A Holiday  Carole 


Album  Review:  Straylight  Run’s  Self-Titled  a little-heard  classic 


Lukasz  Oleksak 
Voice  Reporter 

Straylight  Run  was  a 
small  experimental  band  formed 
from  the  remains  of  the  bitter 
Taking  Back  Sunday  breakup. 

Lead  by  TBS  backup 
vocalist,  John  Nolan,  Straylight 
Run  is  the  child  of  a divergence 
from  TBS. 

Their  sound  was  quieter 
than  any  classic  TBS  record, 
but  still  equally  as  inviting.  The 
result  was  something  amazing. 

Straylight  Run  is  a 
band  unique  in  the  fact  that  their 
sound  is  mostly  piano-driven, 
separating  them  from  the  rest  of 
the  pack. 

Their  2004  self-titled 
debut  is  an  album  that  defies 
genres  and  cements  its  place 
with  the  classics. 

The  album  opens  up 
with  a rare  slow  song,  “The 
Perfect  Ending.”  Straylight  Run 
takes  a great  risk  in  opening  an 
album  with  a slow  song,  but  the 
risk  is  rewarded. 

Nolan’s  voice  floats 


with  the  piano  as  he  sings, 
“And  if  it’s  over/Just  remember 
what  I told  you,  it  was  bound  to 
happen  so  just/Keep  moving  on, 
there  are  no  perfect  endings.” 

The  song  is  beautiful 
and  it  sets  the  pace  for  the  rest 
of  the  album. 

Straylight  Run  then 
quickly  jumps  into  “The 
Tension  and  the  Terror,”  which 
proves  that  piano  can  lead  a fast 
song. 


Nolan  sings  about 
courting  girls  and  the  anxiety 
that  is  involved  with  the 
process. 

“Sometimes  I Just 
can’t  explain/All  the  ways 
you  devastate  me/Always  on 
my  mind.”  This  creates  a very 
relatable  experience  for  the 
audience  while  fully  inunersing 
the  listener. 

My  favorite  track  on  the 
record  and  the  one  I recommend 


checking  out  is  “Existentialism 
on  Prom  Night.” 

This  song  is  a ballad 
about  an  emerging  life  and  the 
uncertainties  we  face  as  we 
complete  college  or  any  other 
aspect  of  our  lives. 

It  opens  with  a 
beautiful  piano  piece  and  then 
the  band  jumps  in  and  takes  the 
listener  on  a journey.  The  track 
builds  and  pulls  hard  at  the 
heartstrings. 

Nolan  preaches  words 
of  encouragement  to  the  listener. 
“Sing  me  something  soft/Sad 
and  delicate/Or  loud  and  out 
of  key/Sing  me  anythingAVe’re 
glad  for  what  we’ve  got,  done 
with  what  we’ve  lost/Our  whole 
lives  laid  out  right  in  front  of 
us.”  This  song  truly  becomes  an 
anthem  for  life. 

Straylight  Run’s  first 
album  is  one  that  belongs  in 
every  CD  collection.  When  the 
mood  strikes  for  softer  music, 
look  no  further  than  here. 

The  songs  and  lyrics 
are  relaxing  and  invigorating. 
Straylight  Run  will  go  down  in 
history  as  a little-heard  classic. 


DECEMBER  201' 

SODEXO 

1 Dining  Services 

■ at  WSU 

SUN 

MON 

TUES 

WED 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 

^ Free  fountain 
bev.  with 
Pandini’s 
pasta 
purchase 

V Jazzman’s 
Happy 
Hour!  20% 
off 

smoothies 

3 

4 

^ Dunkin’ 
tasting  day. 

Sample 
new  coffee 
flavors! 

0 Quixote’s 
holiday  sale! 
20%  off  any 
purchase 

7 Subway 
holiday  sale! 
Free  30oz. 
fountain 
bev. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

holiday  sale! 
20%  off  any 
purchase 

jt  Jazzman’s 
J ^ holiday 
sale!  Free 
small  cof- 
fee w/  any 
purchase 

14 

Pandini’s  holida 
sale!  20%  off  De 
Holiday  Buffet 
4:30-8PM 

15 

i 

U1 

16 

17 
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Sports 


Owls  finish  fourth  in  LEG  Championships 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Westfield  State  University 
finished  fourth  in  the  Little  East 
Conference  women’s  swimming 
and  diving  championships  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  3,  at  UMass 
Dartmouth. 

Conference  power 

Keene  State  coasted  to  the 
championship  by  racking  up 
588  points.  Eastern  Connecticut 
placed  second  with  274 
points  followed  by  Western 
Connecticut  (211),  Westfield 
State  (174),  UMass  Dartmouth 
(160),  Bridgewater  State  (94), 
Plymouth  State  (60)  and  Rhode 
Island  College  (44). 

Westfield  senior  standout 
Kim  Schmidt  defended  her 
championships  by  winning 
the  one  and  three  meter  diving 
events  with  scores  of  249.25 
and  244.05,  respectively. 

Westfield  freshman  Katie 
Sterpka  placed  second  in  both 


events  with  scores  of  211.42 
(one  meter)  and  184.15  (three 
meter). 

The  Owls’  other  top 
performance  was  turned  in  by 
the  200  medley  relay  of  Laura 
Sauriol,  Kirsten  LaMotte,  Katie 
Cox  and  Jenna  Tasse,  which 
placed  third  in  1:59.37. 

Finishing  fifth  were  Tasse 
(50  freestyle,  100  freestyle) 


and  Cox  (1650  freestyle). 
LaMotte  placed  sixth  in  the  100 
breaststroke. 

Westfield  has  one  more 
meet  this  Saturday,  Dec.  10,  at 
home  against  Plymouth  State 
before  taking  a month  off  from 
competition  for  the  semester 
break. 

The  second  half  of  WSU’s 
season  begins  on  January  21 . 


photo  by  UMass  Darmouth 


Westfield  State  senior  standout  Kim  Schmidt  captured 
the  conference  one  and  three  meter  diving  champion- 
ships for  the  second  straight  year. 


Upcoming  WSU  Home  Games 


Saturday,  December  10 

Women’s  Swimming  vs.  Plymouth  State 
@1:00  p.m. 

Women’s  Basketball  vs.  Salve  Regina 
@ 1:00  pan. 

Tuesday,  December  13 

Women’s  Basketball  vs.  UMass  Boston 
@ 7:00  p.m. 


Saturday,  December  17 

Women’s  Basketball  vs.  Elms  College 
@1:00  p.m. 


V 


Support  your  Owls! 


Voice  Sports  Reporters  Debate:  Best  Part  of  NBA  Returning? 


To  the  surprise  of  many, 
the  NBA  will  field  a season 
this  year.  Without  months  of 
free  agency  and  teams  making 
moves,  the  month  of  December 
will  be  a zoo  with  teams 
shuffling  their  rosters  with  only 
a couple  of  weeks  until  the 
season  tips  off. 

I am  most  excited  about 
the  free  agency  and  trading 
period  because  similar  to  the 
NFL  this  summer,  players  will 
be  shipped  across  the  country  up 
until  the  day  the  season  begins. 

Big  names  will  be  on  the 
move  including  stars  such  as 
Dwight  Howard,  Chris  Paul  and 
potentially  Rajon  Rondo. 

Reports  entail  that  Chris 
Paul  has  requested  to  be  traded 
to  the  Knicks  or  the  Lakers. 
With  the  Orlando  Magic  scared 
of  losing  Dwight  Howard,  they 
have  been  looking  to  move  him 


in  a package  deal  to  the  Lakers, 
Nets,  Celtics  or  Clippers. 

David  West,  power 
forward  for  the  Hornets,  is 
expected  to  opt  out  of  the  final 
year  of  his  contract.  Possible 
destinations  for  him  to  sign 
would  be  with  the  Pacers, 
Warriors  or  Nets. 

The  Miami  Heat  are 
looking  to  bring  in  some  cheap 
talent  at  point  guard  while 
adding  depth  at  power  forward 
and  center.  Some  names  that 
arise  in  rumors  have  been  Shane 
Battier,  Tyson  Chandler,  Nene 
Hilario  and  former  first  round 
pick  Greg  Oden. 

Although  the  Celtics 
looked  at  making  their  team 
younger  with  the  trade  to  acquire 
Jeff  Green,  Boston’s  uncertainty 
of  his  role  with  the  team  could 
push  them  into  letting  Green  go 
in  free  agency. 


Joey  Cooper 


vs 


Tyler  Morissette 


The  return  of  the  NBA 
is  finally  upon  us,  and  on 
Christmas  Day  no  less. 

1 for  one  am  glad  that  I 
never  have  to  hear  the  words 
lockout  and  BRI  or  see  David 
Stem  and  Billy  Hunter  wearing 
very  ugly  sweaters  - or  LeBron 
James  playing  flag  football. 

There  are  many  storylines 
that  one  can  talk  about,  but  for 
me  I am  most  excited  about  the 
beginning  of  Shaquille  O’Neal’s 
NBA  analyst  career. 

Yes,  I am  aware  that 
what  I am  most  excited  about 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
actual  games.  But  the  NBA  on 
TNT  pregame  show/postgame 
show  is  already  one  of  the  best 
programs  around,  and  Charles 
Barkley  is  an  almost  guaranteed 
lock  to  say  something  stupid 
and/or  funny. 

Pairing  him  up  with 


Shaquille  O’Neal  for  an  entire 
season?  For  NBA  fans,  this 
paring  is  just  adding  a cherry  on 
top  of  an  already  great  sundae. 

I am  positive  they  will 
be  given  some  inside  NBA 
information  that  fans  never 
knew  before  and  probably  never 
wanted  to  know. 

How  long  do  you  think  it 
win  take  Shaq  to  take  a shot  at 
former  Lakers  teammate  Kobe 
Bryant?  Alternatively,  we’U  get 
to  hear  his  take  on  the  Miami 
Heat. 

It  should  be  hUarious  and 
controversial  TV,  because  both 
former  NBA  stars  teU  it  like 
it  is,  without  worrying  about 
hurting  anybody’s  feelings. 

Regardless  if  this  pairing 
is  a train  wreck  or  a success,  aU 
I know  is  that  I wiU  be  watching 
many  halftimes  shows  on  TNT 
this  season. 
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Devine  and  Vazquez  lead  men’s  basketball  to  6-2  start 


T^^Ier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


While  the  12-15  record 
of  Westfield’s  men’s  basketball 
team  last  season  was  not  the 
best,  the  team  gained  important 
experience  that  is  set  to  pay  big 
dividends  this  season. 

With  only  two  players 
lost  to  graduation  last  year, 
many  key  players  from  last 
year’s  team  returned  this  season 
including  captains  Matt  Devine 
and  Lee  Vazquez. 

With  Vazquez  leading  the 
charge  offensively  and  Devine 
being  a force  on  the  defensive 
side  of  the  ball,  the  Owls  are  6-2 
to  start  the  2011-2012  season. 

Vazquez,  a 5-foot-6  junior 
guard  from  Rhode  Island,  has 
been  a scoring  machine  so  far 
this  season. 

In  seven  games  so  far  this 
year,  (as  of  Dec.  4)  Vazquez  has 
been  lighting  it  up  for  26  points 
a game,  as  well  as  shooting  39 
percent  from  three-point  range. 


His  offensive  leadership 
has  been  vital  in  keeping 
Westfield  in  many  games  this 
season. 

In  last  Saturday’s  79- 
62  loss  against  number  three- 
ranked  Amherst  College, 
Vazquez  had  25  points  along 
with  seven  rebounds  and  three 
assists. 

Another  important 

statistic  that  Vazquez  has  shown 
so  far  is  his  ability  to  stay  out 
of  foul  trouble,  having  played 
in  almost  every  second  of  every 
game  so  far. 

While  Vazquez  is  the 
leader  on  offense,  on  defense  6- 
foot-7  Matt  Devine  holds  annual 
block  parties  every  game. 

The  junior  center  recently 
broke  the  school  record  for 
most  blocked  shots,  which  was 
previously  held  by  Russell 
Thompson  of  the  class  of  1987 
with  139. 

Devine  has  172  blocks 
and  counting  for  his  career  at 
Westfield  and  still  has  another 
year  left  of  eligibility.  This 
season  he  is  averaging  five 


blocks  along  with  12  points  and 
10  boards  per  game. 

Like  Vazquez  he  has  also 
scored  in  double  figures  against 
Amherst  with  1 1 points  and  two 


blocks. 

In  Westfield’s  most 
recent  victory,  a 71-48  win 
over  Western  New  England 
on  Tuesday  night,  Vazquez 


and  Devine  once  again  led  the 
charge  for  the  Owls. 

Vazquez  finished  with  20 
points,  six  assists  and  six  steals 
while  Devine  added  a 12  point. 


12  rebound  double-double  to  go 
along  with  seven  blocked  shots. 

Freshman  forward  Grant 
Cooper  collected  12  points,  four 
assists  and  three  steals  while 


junior  guard  Travis  Nally  added 
13  points. 

Though  coach  Rich  Sutter 
must  be  happy  with  his  team’s 
fast  start  this  season,  he  needs  to 
see  more  consistent  production 
out  of  some  of  his  other  players 
like  Cooper  and  Nally. 

Cooper  averages  almost 
nine  points  a game  and  Nally 
scores  six  a game. 

If  Cooper  and  Nally  along 
with  key  bench  players  like 
Marcellus  Lee  and  Carl  Stewart 
can  step  up,  then  the  Owls 
should  be  a force  this  season  in 
the  MASCAC. 

Westfield  is  set  to  play 
in  two  tournaments  during  the 
winter  semester  break. 

WSU  will  first  play  in 
the  Daytona  Beach  Shootout 
in  Florida  on  December  19  and 
20  and  then  take  part  in  the 
Trinity  College  Tournament  in 
Hartford,  CT  on  December  29 
and  30. 

Following  the  break,  he 
Owls  begin  MASCAC  play  on 
January  7 with  a home  game 
against  Salem  State  at . 


photo  by  fatdogfotos.smugmug.com 


Westfield  improved  to  6-2  with  a 71-48  victory  over 
Western  New  England  on  Tuesday  night. 


IDU^f  fliCIi 


If  you  think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  beat 
the  Voice  Sports’  Staff’s  NFL  picks,  send 
your  winning  picks  for  Week  14  to 
westfieldvoicesports@yahoo  .com 

All  picks  must  be  received  by  12:55  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  December  1 1 . 

It’s  easy  to  play,  just  email  the  names  of  the 
teams  that  you  think  will  win  each  of  this 
week’s  NFL  matchups. 

In  the  event  of  a tie,  the  person  whose  picks 
were  received  first  based  on  the  time  the 
email  was  received  will  be  the  wiimer. 

Good  luck! 


Week  14  Games 

Rob 

Donoghue 

Joey 

Cooper 

Matt 

Jardin 

Steve 

Kligerman 

Tyler 

Morissette 

Cleveland  @ Pittsburgh 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 

Kansas  City  @ N.Y.  Jets 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

NYJ 

Tampa  Bay  @ Jacksonville 

TB 

TB 

TB 

TB 

New  England  @ Washington 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

Atlanta  @ Carolina 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

Indianapolis  @ Baltimore 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

BAL 

Philadelphia  @ Miami 

MIA 

PHI 

PHI 

MIA 

Minnesota  @ Detroit 

DET 

DET 

DET 

DET 

New  Orleans  @ Tennessee 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Houston  @ Cincinnati 

HOU 

CIN 

HOU 

CIN 

Chicago  @ Denver 

DEN 

DEN 

DEN 

DEN 

San  Francisco  @ Arizona 

SF 

SF 

SF 

SF 

Buffalo  @ San  Diego 

SD 

SD 

BUF 

SD 

Oakland  @ Green  Bay 

GB 

GB 

GB 

GB 

N.Y.  Giants  @ Dallas 

DAL 

DAL 

NYG 

DAL 

St.  Louis  @ Seattle 

SEA 

SEA 

SEA 

SEA 

Season  Record 

98-48 

99-47 

91-55 

97-49 

95-51 
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Sports 


Ramblings  from  the  Sports  Nest 

Bj:  Rob  Donoghu^ 

Sports  Editor 


It’s  the  end  of  an  era 

folks. 

Who  am  I kidding;  I’m 
not  nearly  famous  enough  to 
speak  about  my  column  in  those 
glowing  terms. 

But  after  nearly  40 
editions  of  Ramblings  from  the 
Sports  Nest  dating  back  to  the 
spring  of  2010,  this  marks  the 
last  column  I’ll  write  in  the 
sports  section  for  The  Westfield 
Voice. 

Now  that  doesn’t  mean 
you’ll  get  to  escape  reading  what 
I have  to  say.  The  Donoghue 
Report,  a satirical  political 
column  I dabbled  with  towards 
the  end  of  last  semester,  will  be 
back  in  full  swing  starting  next 
semester. 

So  those  of  you  interested 
in  hearing  my  witty  charm  and 
humorous  mockery  (does  that 
make  me  sound  arrogant?)  will 
just  have  to  look  a few  pages 
earlier  in  the  paper  to  see  my 
name  and  face.  I might  even  get 
a new  picture  considering  this 
one  is  two  years  old. 

It’s  bittersweet.  While  I 
love  writing  my  opinions  on 
the  world  of  sports.  I’d  like  to 
see  if  I can  use  the  writing  skills 
I’ve  learned  to  bring  attention  to 
what  I think  are  often  forgotten 
important  issues  in  the  world 
around  us. 

rU  still  be  writing  sports 
articles  about  our  Westfield 
teams  now  and  then,  but  Joey 
Cooper  will  be  taking  over  my 
position  as  Sports  Editor. 

The  format  of  the  sports 
section  will  look  a little  different 
starting  next  semester,  but  the 
interesting  opinions  of  Joey 
and  everyone’s  favorite  sports 
writer,  Tyler  Morissette,  will 
still  be  seen  each  week. 

I’ll  be  focusing  my  time 
more  on  my  role  as  Managing 
Editor  - writing  more  stories 
about  local  and  campus  news 
while  focusing  on  content 


selection  and  layout  design. 

While  Alex  is  away 
in  Washington  D.C.  for  the 
semester.  I’ll  be  helping  out 
Samantha  whenever  possible 
so  she  doesn’t  get  overwhelmed 
(that  should  be  interesting). 

To  anyone  who’s  ever 
read  my  column  - whether  you 
agreed,  disagreed,  laughed  or 
cursed  at  me  - thank  you. 

The  entire  Voice  staff 
puts  a lot  of  hours  into  creating 
this  paper  each  week  and  it’s 
always  nice  to  get  feedback 
from  students  who  have  read 
your  work. 

Okay,  enough  about  me. 

This  final  column 
wouldn’t  be  complete  if  I didn’t 
spend  it  complaining  about  the 
BCS  system. 

While  Oklahoma  State 
got  screwed  because,  well 
they’re  Oklahoma  State  (if  it 
was  the  Oklahoma  Sooners  in 
this  position  instead  of  Ok.  State 
you  better  believe  they’d  be 
in  the  National  Championship 
game),  LSU  and  Alabama  were 
probably  the  two  best  games 
throughout  the  college  football 
season. 

To  be  honest.  I’m  not 
excited  for  the  rematch  where 
the  final  score  will  probably 
be  13-9.  I’m  more  interested  in 
seeing  Ok.  State  and  Stanford 
play  to  tell  you  the  truth. 

But  in  many  ways  the 
two  best  teams  will  play  for  the 
national  title.  Is  Nick  Saban  an 
arrogant  jerk  (real  language  I 
used  was  edited  out):  yes.  Did 
Oklahoma  State  get  screwed: 
yes.  But  oh  well,  at  least  the 
Cowboys  are  stiU  playing  in  a 
BCS  game. 

Boise  State  on  the  other 
hand  doesn’t  even  get  the  glory 
of  playing  in  a BCS  game. 
Despite  the  fact  that  Boise 
was  a kick  away  from  being 
undefeated,  finished  the  season 
with  an  11-1  record  and  a BCS 


ranking  of  seven,  the  Broncos 
are  playing  in  the  MAACO 
Bowl  Las  Vegas  against  6-6 
Arizona  State,  a team  in  a state 
of  flux  who  just  fired  its  coach 
last  week. 

This  is  the  fourth  time 
that  Boise  State  has  finished  in 
the  BCS  top  10  and  not  been 
invited  to  a BCS  game.  Once 
again,  Boise  got  screwed. 

It’s  old  news,  I know.  It 
happens  every  year.  But  the 
way  the  BCS  went  down  this 
year  and  the  degree  to  which 
Boise  State  got  disrespected 
really  pisses  me  off. 

While  Boise  is  up  45 
points  on  Arizona  State  in  the 
MA-whatever  bowl,  Michigan, 
Clemson,  West  Virginia  and 
Virginia  Tech  will  be  preparing 
for  BCS  bowl  games. 

Clemson,  who  struggled 
mightily  down  the  stretch,  beat 
Virginia  Tech  last  Saturday  to 
win  the  ACC  and  receive  an 
automatic  berth  in  a BCS  game. 
Fine,  that’s  how  the  corrupt 
system  works. 

West  Virginia,  a 9-3  team 
who  lost  to  bowl-less  Syracuse 
by  26  points,  was  named  Big  East 
Champs  and  got  an  automatic 
berth  into  a BCS  game  based 
on  a computer  formula.  Again, 
it  upsets  me,  but  that’s  how  the 
system  works. 

But  for  Michigan  and 
Virginia  Tech  to  be  playing  in 
a BCS  game  over  the  likes  of 
Boise  State  is  just  an  absolute 
joke,  showing  the  corrupt 
commercial  nature  of  NCAA 
college  football  and  the  BCS 
system. 

Virginia  Tech  lost  to 
Clemson  twice  this  year, 
including  last  Saturday  in  the 
ACC  Championship  where  a 
win  would  have  got  them  into  a 
BCS  game.  Clearly,  the  Hokies 
were  not  the  best  team  in  the 
ACC. 

Virginia  Tech  beat 


everyone  else  in  the  conference 
but  was  twice  demolished 
by  the  ACC’s  best  team.  Out 
of  conference,  Virginia  Tech 
went  4-0  against  powerhouses 
Appalachian  State,  East 
Carolina,  Arkansas  State  and 
Marshall  (that  last  statement 
was  ironic). 

Virginia  Tech  didn’t 
beat  anybody  good  this  season 
and  had  their  chance  for  an 
automatic  BCS  berth.  They 
blew  it  with  another  pathetic 
effort  against  Clemson.  Yet  the 
Hokies  are  playing  in  a BCS 
game  instead  of  Boise  State... 

At  10-2,  Michigan  beat 
Nebraska  and  barely  defeated 
Notre  Dame  (two  heavily 
overrated  teams)  but  lost 
with  pitiful  performances  to 
Michigan  State  and  Iowa. 

The  Wolverines  didn’t 
even  have  to  play  the  Big  Ten’s 
best  team,  Wisconsin,  and  only 
played  Western  Michigan, 
San  Diego  State  and  Eastern 
Michigan  out  of  conference 
(along  with  the  Irish). 

While  the  Wolverines 
clearly  weren’t  as  good  a team 
as  Boise  State  in  2011  and 
barely  played  a better  schedule, 
Michigan  was  invited  to  the 
Sugar  Bowl  while  the  Broncos 
are  stuck  playing  in  Las  Vegas 
before  Christmas. 

To  summarize,  Virginia 
Tech  and  Michigan  played 
cupcake  out  of  conference 
schedules,  easy  conference 
schedules  and  lost  to  the  only 
good  teams  they  played  all 
year. 

So  why  are  they  playing  in 
a BCS  game  over  Boise  State? 
The  answer:  because  they  have 
large  fan  bases  willing  to  travel 
to  support  their  team. 

While  10  teams  make 
it  into  BCS  bowl  games  and 
neither  Michigan  or  Virginia 
Tech  are  top  10  teams,  the  two 
large  schools  will  bring  in  more 


fans  than  Boise  State  would. 

With  all  the  issues 
associated  with  the  BCS,  the 
biggest  one  isn’t  who  plays  for 
the  National  Championship,  but 
who  plays  in  the  other  games. 

College  football  and  the 
NCAA  is  a corrupt  operation 
where  big  schools  and 
executives  profit  off  of  18  to 
22  year  old  kids.  Anyone  who 
disagrees  with  that  is  naive. 

The  corrupt  money 
making  BCS  system  that  fits  the 
shady  sport  perfectly  has  gotten 
to  the  point  where  making 
money  and  filling  a stadium 
(which  I’m  sure  Boise  State 
also  would  have  done)  is  more 
important  than  putting  the  best 
teams  on  the  field. 

Do  you  think  that 
commercialization  played  no 
role  in  Alabama  playing  in  the 
National  Championship  game? 
The  people  down  there  live  and 
breathe  college  football.  You 
better  believe  those  folks  will 
help  BCS  executive  rake  in 
massive  profits. 

Until  the  messy  world  of 
college  football  and  the  BCS 
are  cleaned  up,  these  problems 
will  exist  every  single  year.  In 
the  profit  driven  society  we  live 
in,  the  NCAA  has  learned  what 
to  do  in  order  to  follow  suit. 

While  there’s  a lot  more 
I wanted  to  say,  including 
discussing  Tiger  Woods’  first 
win  in  over  two  years.  I’ve 
reached  the  bottom  of  this  page 
and  alas  have  run  out  of  room. 

I hope  you’ve  enjoyed 
reading  what  I’ve  had  to  say 
over  the  past  two  years  boys  and 
girls,  and  I hope  you’ll  continue 
to  read  my  new  column  a few 
pages  earlier  in  this  newspaper. 

Have  a tremendous  winter 
break  and  check  back  next 
semester.  Stay  safe  and  stay 
cool.  Until  then,  good  night,  and 
good  luck  (I’ve  always  wanted 
to  say  that!). 


GamesLeisure 
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Daily  SuDoku:  Mon  5-Dec-20l  1 medium 

Christmas  Carols 


Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

If  you’re  in  a particularly 
generous  frame  of  mind  today, 
just  try  not  to  get  too  carried 
away  and  end  up  blowing 
your  budget  right  now.  Your 
financial  situation  will  be 
starting  to  turn  the  comer 
soon. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
You  should  be  quite  charming, 
and  romance  and  relationships 
will  really  be  high  on  your  list 
of  priorities  right  now.  It’s  a 
great  time  to  get  out  and  enjoy 
the  world  around  you,  and  you 
shouldn’t  have  to  look  too  hard 
to  find  a good  time. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
Try  to  ignore  any  minor 
distractions  and  annoyances 
this  week  and  concentrate  on 
what’s  truly  important. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

If  you  try  to  focus  more  on 
what’s  good  for  others  than 
on  what’s  good  for  you,  it 
really  won’t  seem  like  all  that 
much  of  a sacrifice.  An  air  of 
friendliness  and  cooperation 
will  be  all  around  you. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

You’ll  be  tempted  to  not  put 
your  full  effort  into  things  this 
week.  But  you  should  really 
try  to  apply  a little  more  focus 
and  self-discipline  if  that’s 
what’s  needed 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

You’re  bound  to  be 
daydreaming  about  taking  a 
vacation  or  visiting  some  place 
you’ve  never  been  before.  And 
don’t  be  surprised  if  you  find 
yourself  attracted  to  a foreigner 
or  someone  who  is  highly 
educated  or  more  experienced 
than  yourself  in  some  way  this 
week. 


Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

Some  promising  new  financial 
opportunities  should  soon 
become  available  to  you, 
and  other  people  will  really 
be  willing  to  help  you  out 
right  now.  Just  be  careful  that 
you  don’t  end  up  spending 
a little  too  much  money  on 
something. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

People  will  find  you  very 
charming,  and  you’re  bound 
to  be  quite  jwpular  at  the 
moment.  It’ll  be  very  easy  for 
you  to  share  your  love  and 
affection  with  someone  special 
right  now. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

Now  is  an  excellent  time  to 
start  thinking  about  how  you 
can  make  a little  more  money 
for  yourself  in  some  way. 
You’ll  really  be  in  the  mood  to 
enjoy  yourself  later. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
Your  energy  level  will  be 
very  high  at  the  moment.  And 
if  you  have  to  make  a good 
impression,  you  should  be 
able  to  charm  almost  anyone 
this  week. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Even  if  you  don’t  have  the 
chance  to  take  it  easy  and  enjoy 
yourself  during  the  day,  it’s  a 
great  time  for  you  to  enjoy  a 
nice  relaxing  evening  at  home 
if  you  possibly  can. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Your  social  life  will  really  be 
on  the  upswing  right  now,  and 
you  should  be  in  an  extremely 
talkative  mood  this  week. 
Make  sure  to  spend  as  much 
time  with  family  as  you  can. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 
com 
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A H N D Y H T I 

W G W R C H I L 

S I O O T H E E 

TNDLTWAK 
AMRHLOOK 
YSEAMABS 
ARROERMN 
E J R A I N O F 

SFEGTERE 
C I H S V S N G 

L T D O U S I E 

OKLEESNH 
SSRKKGGM 
EAAYPE'EL 
CMPRAYBA 

ALL  CRIB 

AND  CRYING 

ASK  DEAR 

ASLEEP  DOWN 

AWAY  FOREVER 

BABY  FROM 

BED  hay 

BLESS  HEAD 

BRIGHT  HEAVEN 

BUT  HIS 

CARE  JESUS 

CATTLE  LAID 

CHILDREN  LAY 

CLOSE  LITTLE 


W T T E E W S 

□ R E N A P C 

Y I I N O N R 

E S A O □ A I 

E □ R L N E B 

E L T T A C R 

S A I H E G Y 

K E E V R N A 

O A L E E I L 

V R G B H W I 

N N E A W O T 

A 1 Y V □ L T 

E W Y E E U L 

S A A R B R E 

B R □ Y C E R 

LIVE 

LOOK  SKY 

LOOKED  STARS 

LORD  STAY 

LOVE  SWEET 

LOWING  TAKE 

MAKES  TENDER 

MANGER  THEE 

MORNING  THERE 

NEAR  THY 

NIGH  WAKES 

POOR  WHERE 

PRAY  WITH 

SIDE 
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Tommy  D’s 

Complimentary  Wing 

Mondays! 


Drink  Specials: 

Shipyard  Pumpkinhead  $3.00 
Sam  Adams  Octoberfest  $3.00 
Rasberry  Lime  Ricky  $4.00 
Skyy  Vodka  Shot  $2.00 
Amaretto  Sours  $3.50 
Partridge  in  a Pear  Tree  $4.25 
Ziroc  Vodka  Drink  $5.50 
Gold  Schlagger  Shots  $4.25 


Raffle  for  3 Authentic  Jerseys! 

A Patriots,  a Celtics,  and  a Bruins  Jersey 
3 raffle  tickets  for  $5  or  an  arm  length  for  $20 


Sigma  Tau  Delta  will  be  collecting  books  for 
Fort  Meadow  Early  Childhood  Center’s 
Library  from  November  14-Dec  2. 

They  will  be  taking  donations  of  new  and  gently 
I ;r  used  children’s  books  as  well  as  money. 

_ Donations  can  either  be  dropped  off  at  the 

English  Department  Office  or 
^ ~ pick-up  can  be  arranged 

by  contacting: 

Amy  Woody  at  (413)  572-8149  or 
awoody@westfield  ma  .edu 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  pjn.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  ajn.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 


The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Library 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 

8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

Friday 

Wednesday 

8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

Friday 

10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Sunday 

Saturday 

1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Closed  Sunday 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 

Quixotes 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Monday  - Thursday 

Saturday 

8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Friday 

Sunday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
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Long  awaited  renovations  modernize  Ely  Library 


Dr.  Dobelle  and  Tom  Raffensperger  cut  the  ribbon  at  the 
ceremony  on  January  23,  signifying  the  opening  of  the  newly 
renovated  campus  library. 


Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 


With  all  of  the  renovations 
happening  on  Westfield’s  campus, 
the  most  recent  one  is  definitely 
worth  talking  about.  Ely  Library,  the 
largest  academic  space  on  campus, 
has  undergone  a serious  and  well- 
received  transformation. 

According  to  Thomas  Raffen- 
sperger, the  library  director,  the  li- 
brary had  not  received  any  substan- 
tial renovations  since  it  was  built  in 
the  1970s. 

“There  had  been  many  up- 
grades over  the  years  in  small  piec- 
es, but  not  an  integrated  renovation,” 
Raffensperger  said.  “Libraries  are 
changing  and  so  are  student  needs, 
so  it  was  time  for  an  update.” 

Raffensperger,  along  with 
member  of  the  library  staff,  WSU 
Facilities  and  the  architectural  firm, 
began  working  on  the  renovations 
nine  months  ago. 

“It’s  like  working  on  a Rubic’s 
Cube  with  a lot  of  people  involved,” 
Raffensperger  said.  “We  relied 
heavily  on  a survey  of  students,  stu- 
dent comments,  our  observations  of 
student  work  in  the  library,  visiting 
other  recently  renovated  libraries 
and  experience  with  other  library 
projects.” 


According  to  Raffensperger, 
some  of  the  groups  that  were  pre- 
sented with  the  plans  for  input  and/ 
or  approval  included  the  Library  Ad- 
visory Committee,  the  President’s 
Cabinet,  Student  Government  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

“After  approval  came  the  ac- 
tual work,  which  was  all  done  over 
three  weeks  during  winter  break,” 
Raffensperger  said.  “It  was  a busy 
place  in  January!” 

And  in  January  of  this  year, 
the  project  began  with  what  is  be- 
ing referred  to  by  the  University  as 


have  been  given  a makeover  with 
paint  and  carpet  on  the  first  floor. 
New  furniture  and  an  increased 
number  of  electrical  outlets  allow 
for  more  students  to  use  the  space, 
especially  in  the  new  study  rooms. 

The  most  noticeable  change, 
at  least  for  students,  has  been  the 
workstations.  The  computers,  which 
were  once  clustered  into  one  comer 
of  the  first  floor  of  the  library,  have 
been  spread  out.  Students  can  now 
put  their  books  on  the  table  next  to 
them,  a luxury  that  was  not  available 
with  the  previous  computer  set  up. 

“I  love  seeing  that  there  is 


enough  room  for  two  students  to 
work  together  at  the  computers, 
along  with  books,  a laptop,  and  a 
cup  of  tea,”  Raffensperger  said. 
“They  can  spread  their  things  out 
and  feel  at  home.” 

However,  this  change  has  left 
some  students  wondering  where  all 
of  the  computers  went. 

“I  know  other  staff  [members] 
have  overheard  students  saying  that 
the  library  did  away  with  some  of 
the  computers,  but  that’s  actually 
not  true,”  said  Oliver  Zeff,  associate 
librarian.  “We  actually  gained  three 
computers! 

“There  are  no  computers  on 
the  mezzanine  anymore  and  this 
probably  led  to  students  thinking 
that  we  have  fewer  computers,” 
Zeff  continued.  “There  are  more 
computers  than  before  and  they  are 
all  spaced  out  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
library.” 

Raffensperger  stressed  that 
the  students  were  an  integral  part  of 
the  process,  emphasizing  that  “then- 
needs  were  central.” 

He  said  that  data  from  a sur- 
vey, student  comments,  ideas  from 
the  library’s  student  employees  and 
SGA  were  all  involved  in  the  pro- 
cess. 

“1  tried  to  get  as  much  input 
from  as  many  comers  of  the  univer- 
■ continued  on  pg  2 


“Phase  One.”  The  walls  and  floors 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Pages  2 & 3 

A&E  - Pages  6 & 7 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

Restrictions 

American  Idiot 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00p 

Public  Safety  - 5262 

IT  - 5528 

OpEd  - Pages  4 & 5 

Sports  - Pages  8-10 

Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Library  - 523 1 

SOTU 

“Pink  the  Rink” 

Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 
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Scanlon  and  Dickinson  Halls  face  restrictions  after  damage  charges 


Megan  Bishop 
Voice  Reporter 


Scanlon  Hall  and  Dick- 
inson Hall  on  Westfield’s  cam- 
pus were  put  on  level  five  of 
Residential  Life’s  Community 
Response  Plan  as  soon  as  the 
Spring  2012  Semester  began. 

This  designation  meant 
24-hour  quite  hours  and  no 
guests  (student  or  non-student) 
for  an  indefinite  period  of  time. 

Those  restrictions  were 
lifted  a little  over  a week  later 


on  Feb.  1st,  but  students  had 
lovingly  nicknamed  the  situa- 
tion a lockdown  while  in  was  in 
place. 

Originally,  students  had 
been  told  that  when  the  past 
semester  ended,  the  building 
would  start  back  at  zero.  That  is 
zero  charges  so  no  levels. 

After  certain  develop- 
ments and  damages  in  Scanlon 
and  Dickinson,  they  were  forced 
to  change  this  policy. 

What  about  those  stu- 
dents who  did  not  live  in  these 
buildings  last  semester?  They 


just  had  to  endure  what  their 
classmates  caused. 

There  was  no  way  the 
damage  from  the  end  of  the  se- 
mester could  be  let  go  without 
consequence. 

The  students  in  those 
buildings  said  they  were  pret- 
ty upset  when  they  found  out 
about  this. 

They  talked  about  how 
unfair  it  all  was,  posting  a lot  of 
different  updates  on  the  situa- 
tion on  Facebook. 

“It  almost  seems  like  their 
blaming  the  RAs  for  doing  their 


jobs,”  Amanda  Morse,  resident 
assistant  in  Courtney  Hall  said. 

“We  are  just  doing  what 
we’re  told  to  do.  It’s  part  of  our 
job.  If  these  students  blaming  us 
were  in  our  roles,  they  would  be 
doing  the  exact  same  thing.” 

After  looking  at  a lot  of 
these  status  updates,  Morse 
commented,  ‘These  students 
are  mad  when  they  have  con- 
sequences for  other’s  actions. 
Easy  solution:  Call  them  out. 
Turn  them  in.  If  you  don’t  want 
to  pay  for  what  other  students 
are  doing,  then  stop  it  from  hap- 


pening.” 

This  is  the  goal  for  Resi- 
dential Life.  They  were  hop- 
ing that  students  would  learn 
accountability  with  this  plan. 
In  the  past,  they  have  said  it  is 
working.  They’re  hoping  it  con- 
tinues to  work  and  gets  better. 

Joshua  Hettrick,  West- 
field’s Assistant  Director  for 
Housing,  said  that  Dickinson 
had  no  problems  over  this  past 
weekend,  the  first  weekend  of 
the  semester.  He  added  however 
that  there  were  further  damages 
in  Scanlon. 


computer  work  stations 


# Friday 
^ February  3rd 
7:00 /7m- Comedian 
Richie  Holliday 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

Sabirday, 
February  4th 
8.-00  pm-  Concert 
Moufy 

Scanlcm  Banquet  Hall 
Sunday 

^ February  Sth 
5:00 pm-  Super  Bowl 
Viewing  with  Food! 
Ely  Main  Lounge 


SGA  Update 

MOUFY  concert  spon- 
sored by  CAB  this  weekend, 
tickets  are  sold  out. 

Look  out  for  the  Sopho- 
more class  because  they  are 
planning  their  Mr.  Westfield 
pageant.  Contact  Taylor  Fote 
for  more  information. 

SGA  also  has  Represen- 
tative at  Large  seats  available. 
Contact  President  Lou  Cima- 
glia  or  Trustee  Ryan  Meersman 
if  you  are  interested. 

Senior  class,  be  sure  to 
purchase  a senior  class  fleece  if 
you  want  one.  Contact  Meaghan 
MacDonald  for  more  informa- 
tion. 

The  next  SGA  meeting  is 
Tuesday,  February  7th  at  5:30  in 
the  SGA  Room.  GO  PATS ! !! !! 


Library  adds 

■ continued  from  pg  1 

-sity  as  possible,  but  the 
main  design  elements  came 
out  of  the  expressed  needs  of 
students.” 

“Speaking  for  students, 

I think  it  really  was  neces- 
sary for  the  library  to  re- 
ceive a face  lift,”  said  Lou 
Cimaglia,  president  of  SGA. 
“A  lot  of  people  on  this  cam- 
pus will  tell  you  that  the  li- 
brary is  the  heart  of  any 
academic  institution,  and 
I think  the  library  we  had  didn’t 
really  do  that  idea  a lot  of  jus- 
tice.” 

He  continued,  “The  ren- 
ovations added  light  and  re- 
ally brought  the  entire  space 
to  par  with  the  rest  of  our  new 


facilities.” 

Renovations  to  the  li- 
brary, however,  are  only  half 
completed.  “Phase  Two”  will 
begin  this  summer,  with  plans 
for  more  new  furniture,  three 
more  study  rooms,  new  lighting 
and  more. 

“The  mezzanine  area  was 
not  finished  in  phase  one,  so  it 
looks  a little  out  of  place,  but 
we’ll  fix  that,”  Raffensperger 
said.  “One  great  part  about  a 
two-phase  project  is  that  we 
can  see  how  things  are  going 
and  make  adjustments  as  neces- 
sary.” 

Raffensperger  continued, 
“I  think  it  has  turned  out  very 
well  so  far.  Students  are  using 
the  group  study  rooms  and  have 
been  very  happy  with  the  new 


workstations.” 

Zeff  said  that  his  duties 
haven’t  changed,  but  that  he  is 
pleased  with  the  renovations. 

“For  what  it’s  worth,  the 
first  floor  of  the  library  does 
have  a more  modem  look  and 
it  feels  good  to  have  new  and 
modem  furnishings,”  he  said. 

“As  SGA  President,  I ad- 
vocate for  students  on  all  cam- 
pus issues  and  when  I see  things 
like  this  happening,  it  is  encour- 
aging,” Cimaglia  said.  “Every 
student  should  take  notice  that 
the  administration  here  feels 
passionately  about  this  univer- 
sity. 

“The  quality  of  our  school 
is  improving  daily,”  he  contin- 
ued. “And  there  are  even  more 
good  things  to  come.” 
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Interested  in  sharing  your  work  with 
students  from  throughout  Massachusetts? 

Come  to  the 

Abstract  Writing  Workshop 

for  the 

18th  Annual 

Massachusetts  Statewide 
Undergraduate  Research  Conference 

Tues.,  Feb.  7, 2012, 6:30 -7:30 
Mod  Hall  Language  Lab  - Mod  Hall  110 

We  will  help  you  create  an 
abstract  for  submission! 


For  further  information  contact: 

Glen  Brewster  (English/Honors) 

Bates  112;  572-5332;  gbrewster@westfield.ma.edu 
Mod  Hall  103D;  572-8348;  honors@westfield.ma.edu 


New  Gym  Services  at  WSU  Wellness  Center 

It’s  that  time  of  year  again!  The  New  Year  is  here  and  Spring  semester 
is  starting  up  which  means  for  many  of  you,  your  New  Year’s  resolu- 
tion is  getting  in  shape  or  getting  back  to  the  gym. 

To  help  you  with  all  of  your  Health  and  Fitness  goals,  the  Ely  Wellness  Center  is 
now  offering  free  personal  training.  These  services  may  include: 

-Fitness  assessments 

- Wellness  Consultations 

- Strength  Training 

- Individualized  workout  programs 

- Machine  orientations 
and  more! 

If  you  are  interested  in  any  of  the  above  please  contact  one  of  the  trainers  below. 

For  Men:  James  Mazzapica  at  Jmazzapica5382@westfieldma.edu 
For  Women:  Leah  Hantman  at  Lhantman3248@westfieldme.edu 


Student 

Spotlight 

by  Tim  Gallery 


Name:  Stacie  Colella 
Major:  Special  Education 
Hometown:  Burlington,  MA 


Did  you  do  anything  exciting  over  break?  - 
I did  a J-Term  over  break  and  went  to  Nicaragua  to  build 
a classroom  with  28  unforgettable  people! 

What’s  your  favorite  part  about  winter? 

New  Years  Eve,  obviously!  I also  like  skiing  and 
sledding  too. 

Which  shoe  do  you  put  on  first? 

Whichever  foot  is  the  coldest  so  it  can  warm  up  faster. 

First  thing  you  think  of  when  you  wake  up  in  the  morn- 
ing? 

What  time  is  it? 

Did  you  have  a childhood  nickname?  If  so,  what  was 
it? 

I never  had  one  and  I was  always  so  mad  about  it.  I tried 
to  make  one  up  for  myself  but  that  clearly  never  works. 

What’s  one  thing  people  would  be  surprised  to  know 
about  you? 

I am  afraid  of  the  dark. 

Cat  person  or  dog  person? 

My  roommates  have  two  kittens  and  I love  them,  but  I 
would  rather  have  a dog. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the 
spotlight  - or  know  someone  who 
deserves  it  - email 
thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Competency  and  Conservatism:  2012 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 

The  year  is  2012  and  that 
means  we’re  in  for  some  inter- 
esting politics.  Rick  Santorum 
narrowly  wins  Iowa,  Mitt  Rom- 
ney takes  New  Hampshire  and 
Newt  Gingrich  is  the  victor  in 
South  Carolina. 

Since  my  last  column 
things  have  changed.  The  Re- 
publican Presidential  field  has 
slimmed  down  a bit;  we  are  now 
down  to  four  men  fighting  it  out 
to  be  our  part>'’s  nominee.  So  if 
you  have  not  been  paying  atten- 
tion to  the  race,  you  had  better 
start  because  this  is  it. 

As  I write  this  column, 
Mitt  Romney  is  carpet-bombing 
Florida’s  airwaves  with  negative 
ads.  Newt  Gingrich,  just  coming 
off  his  miraculous  victory  in  the 
South  Carolina,  is  trying  not  to 
lose  his  momentum.  Ron  Paul 
and  Rick  Santorum  have  moved 
elsewhere.  By  the  time  you  read 
this,  Mitt  Romney  will  probably 
have  won  the  Florida  Primary. 

I am  an  avid  Mitt  Rom- 
ney supporter  and  think  that  in 
the  end  he  will  get  the  nomina- 
tion. Newt  Gingrich,  while  an 
interesting  character  to  say  the 
least,  cannot  go  the  distance. 


Gingrich  is  a great  politician;  he 
has  staged  multiple  comebacks 
and  should  never  be  written  off. 
However,  it  is  my  behef  that  his 
erratic  behavior,  thin  skin,  and 
personal  baggage  will  take  him 
down. 

But  these  past  few  weeks 
have  not  been  purely  about  Re- 
publicans. There  happens  to  be 
a man  from  1600  Pennsylvania 
Avenue  that  wants  to  keep  his 
job.  Polling  trends  show  that 
President  Obama  is  waking  up 
and  ready  to  fight.  This  leaves 
us  with  the  constitutionally 
proscribed  State  of  the  Union 
Address  to  congress  and  the  na- 
tion. 

Usually  at  this  point  in  a 
president’s  term,  it  is  devoted 
towards  lofty  campaign  rheto- 
ric. And  if  you  tuned  in,  that’s 
probably  what  you  saw.  Echo- 
ing the  late  President  Truman, 
Obama  tore  into  the  do-nothing 
congress,  lashed  out  against  par- 
tisan politics  and  tried  to  claim 
the  mantle  as  the  only  adult  in  a 
room  full  of  children. 

Sadly,  I must  agree  with 
him  about  the  room  fuU  of 
children.  While  we  might  have 
some  disagreement  on  his  part 
in  the  whole  process,  there  is 
some  concurrence.  The  United 
States  Congress  can’t  agree  on 


anything  outside  of  doing  noth- 
ing. The  despicable  nature  of 
our  representatives  in  govern- 
ment is  a problem  and  I applaud 
the  president  for  pointing  it  out. 

The  President  is  gearing 
up  for  a battle  of  his  political 
life.  The  State  of  the  Union  was 
one  that  most  Americans  could 
find  common  ground  in.  It  was 
a political  speech  that  focused 
heavily  on  what  the  people 
want.  Too  bad  it  took  him  three 
years  to  embrace  free  trade  and 
crack  down  on  congressional 
inside  training.  Too  bad  it  took 
him  three  years  to  figure  out  the 
mood  of  the  American  people. 

President  Obama  went 
right  from  the  State  of  the  Union 
to  campaigning  in  important 
swing  states.  His  speeches  are 
reminiscent  of  2008;  he  has  re- 
bounded and  is  literally  storm- 
ing the  country  in  short  sleeves. 

He  is  firing  up  his  base, 
while  priming  independents 
with  his  populist  message.  I cau- 
tion republicans  to  pay  attention 
to  this  new  phenomenon.  Don’t 
write  the  president  off  yet.  It’s 
when  the  times  get  tough  that  he 
thrives,  and  he  is  fully  capable 
of  a comeback.  And  if  he  gets 
the  chance  it  will  be  Obama 
3.0  that  holds  onto  the  White 
House. 


President  Obama  gives  his  agenda  for  2012  in  SOTU 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


President  Barack  Obama 
gave  his  third  State  of  the  Union 
address  last  Tuesday,  January 
24,  to  a joint  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  speech  started  with  a 
feel-good  moment  when  Obama 
came  down  the  aisle  and  em- 
braced Arizona  Rep.  Gabrielle 
Giffords,  who  has  since  an- 
nounced her  retirement  and  was 
a victim  of  a gunshot  wound  to 
her  face  last  year. 

The  speech  got  underway 
with  a recap  of  Obama’s  mili- 
tary accomplishments.  He  men- 


tioned the  May  1st  operation  to 
kill  Osama  bin  Laden  and  the 
ending  of  the  fraq  War,  but  he 
aimounced  $500  billion  in  cuts 
for  the  Department  of  Defense. 

The  cuts  are  included  in 
the  2012  budget,  which  also 
provides  for  the  military  to  bet- 
ter defend  themselves  against 
cyber  threats,  and  the  providing 
of  a Job  Corps  for  Veterans. 

He  reminded  us  all  that 
there  is  still  income  inequality 
among  the  classes  in  America 
and  implored  Congress  to  pass 
his  American  Jobs  Act.  This 
extends  the  2010  tax  cuts  to  ev- 
erybody that  makes  $250,000 
or  less  and  provides  for  more 
government  benefits  for  the  un- 
employed. 


It  also  takes  away  tax  cuts 
for  companies  that  move  jobs 
overseas,  gives  cuts  to  compa- 
nies that  hire  Americans  and 
provides  for  funds  to  build  more 
companies  in  distressed  areas  as 
well  as  train  the  workers. 

Obama  then  turned  to 
energy  policy.  He  stated  that 
60,000  jobs  could  be  created  by 
exploring  natural  gas  and  an- 
nounced tax  cuts  to  companies 
that  research  alternative  energy 
methods.  The  tax  cuts  to  com- 
panies still  exploring  for  oil  will 
be  ceased.  A more  interesting 
and  forward-thinking  proposal 
includes  giving  authorization  to 
develop  clean  energy  on  public 
property  and  allowing  the  Navy 
to  purchase  enough  energy  to 
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Hello  everyone! 

First  of  all,  I need  to  thank  everyone  who  has  helped  me  this 
week  with  starting  up  again  and  not  having  Alex  here!  You 
know  who  you  are  - you  have  aU  been  so  great  and  supportive 
and  I wouldn’t  have  been  able  to  do  it  without  you!  I esspe- 
cially  want  to  thank  Rob.  He  took  over  aU  of  Alex’s  responsi- 
bilities and  then  some,  all  without  complaining! 

I hope  everyone’s  classes  aren’t  too  bad  this  semester.  And 
how  about  that  weather?  First  snow  then  almost  t-shirt  weath- 
er! Very  bizarre.  Anyway,  I have  a teeny  space  this  week  so 
that’s  all  for  now.  Thanks  again,  everyone!  Hope  you  enjoy  the 
first  issue  of  the  semester! 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-in-Chief 
sfahey5744@westfield.ma.edu 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield  Woke  do 
not  reflect  those  of  the  staff  or 
of  the  university  as  a whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content  in  this 
newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your  own  opinion, 
send  a “letter  to  the  editor”  to: 
thevoice@westfield.  ma.  edu. 


power  250,000  homes  every 
year. 

President  Obama  men- 
tioned that  exports  from  the 
United  States  increased  after 
signing  a free  trade  agreement 
with  Columbia,  South  Korea, 
and  Panama  last  year. 

He  also  says  that  he  wants 
to  keep  college  affordable  by 
extending  the  tuition  tax  credit 
as  well  as  doubling  the  num- 
ber of  work-study  jobs  that  are 
available  at  pubhc  universities 
such  as  Westfield  State.  This 
could  be  Obama’s  last  State  of 
the  Union  address.  Republicans 


like  Mitt  Romney  and  Newt 
Gingrich  have  been  battling 
hard  during  this  primary  season 
with  Romney  looking  like  the 
prospective  Republican  nomi- 
nee for  president. 

Romney,  a former  Mas- 
sachusetts governor,  won  the 
Florida  primary  on  Tuesday, 
re-propelling  his  campaign  and 
putting  him  back  in  the  spot- 
light. 

We  will  know  how  effec- 
tive this  State  of  the  Union  ad- 
dress really  was  when  the  inau- 
guration comes  around  again  on 
January'  20,2013. 
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Ramblings  from  a Noninterventionist 

By:  Rob  Donoghue  Managing  Editor 


My  14-year-old  cousin 
texted  me  a political  question 
late  last  Tuesday  night  after 
President  Obama’s  State  of  the 
Union  Address. 

My  first  reaction  was  to 
tell  him  to  go  to  sleep.  But  after 
thinking  about  it,  I realized  that 
my  14- year-old  cousin  knows 
as  much  or  more  about  politics 
and  government  than  half  the 
voting  age  population  of  the 
United  States. 

Yes,  that’s  a double-edged 
sword.  Good  for  my  cousin,  bad 
for  many  American  citizens. 

1 guess  it’s  not  completely 
true  when  people  say  the  youth 
in  America  only  care  about  vid- 
eo games  and  junk  food.  Maybe 
there’s  hope  for  the  future  after 
all.  Anyway,  I thought  in  classic 
Obama  fashion  the  remarkable 
orator  gave  a great  speech.  In 
an  election  year,  he  presented 
ideas  that  people  across  the  po- 
litical spectrum  should  be  able 
to  rally  behind. 

The  so  called  social- 
ist sounded  nothing  like  the 
progressive  he’s  been  at  times 
when  talking  about  tax  cuts  to 
bring  manufacturing  back  to 
America  and  shrinking  the  size 


of  the  federal  government. 

But  talking  is  one  thing; 
following  through  with  big 
ideas  is  another  thing  entirely. 
You  can’t  blame  Obama  for 
his  inability  to  get  both  houses 
of  Congress  to  agree  with  him 
though.  The  political  landscape 
of  Congress  is  absolutely  toxic. 
Reaching  across  the  aisle  to 
compromise  is  seen  by  many 
today  as  a cardinal  sin. 

And  for  those  who  say 
Obama’s  first  year  in  office 
was  wasted  ramming  a watered 
down  health  care  bill  through 
Congress  that  pushed  the  two 
parties  even  further  apart,  it’s 
not  like  he  had  a Democratic 
majority  in  both  chambers  and 
essentially  could  have  passed 
anything  else  (such  as  tax 
breaks  for  small  businesses  and 
businesses  that  keep  manufac- 
turing in  America)  he  wanted 
to...  oh,  wait...  that  happened 
didn’t  it?  I guess  we’ll  discuss 
that  another  day... 

Obama’s  actual  actions 
in  the  Oval  Office  have  unfor- 
tunately failed  to  live  up  to  the 
hopeful  and  optimistic  nature  of 
most  of  his  speeches. 

Outside  of  the  awkward 


milk  joke  the  president  made 
- one  that  even  his  most  ardent 
supporters  had  to  force  them- 
selves to  laugh  at  - the  highlight 
of  the  night  as  always  was  see- 
ing the  Republicans  stay  seated 
through  virtually  the  entire 
speech. 

Example: 

-Obama:  We  need  tax 
breaks  for  businesses  that  will 
keep  manufacturing  jobs  in  the 
United  States. 

-Republican  member  of 
Congress:  Dammit  that  sounds 
good.  I love  tax  breaks.  But  I 
can’t  support  anything  this  ma- 
niacal socialist  stands  for  so 
there’s  no  way  in  hell  I’m  stand- 
ing up. 

President  Obama  could 
have  given  the  most  ideologi- 
cally conservative  proposal  and 
I’m  convinced  most  Repub- 
licans would  have  remained 
sitting  on  their  hands.  The  Re- 
publicans claim  they  want  to 
compromise  with  this  president. 
Based  on  what  I’ve  seen,  I find 
that  hard  to  believe. 

In  response  to  Obama’s 
proposal  to  shrink  the  size  of 
the  executive  branch  and  con- 
solidate unnecessary  federal 


agencies  in  order  to  cut  spend- 
ing, talk  show  host  Glenn  Beck 
claimed  that  Obama’s  real  in- 
tentions are  to  expand  his  own 
power  in  the  executive  branch. 

Now  Mr.  Paranoid  him- 
self should  ideologically  love 
the  idea  of  shrinking  the  size  of 
the  federal  government.  While 
the  chance  of  any  substantial 
changes  to  the  executive  branch 
actually  occurring  is  remote. 
Beck  - a man  who  both  despis- 
es and  fears  the  federal  govern- 
ment - should  support  the  idea 
of  consolidating  the  size  of  the 
executive  branch  to  cut  waste- 
ful spending. 

Is  Beck  really  crazy  and 
paranoid  enough  to  believe  that 
Obama  is  requsting  this  addi- 
tional authority  from  Congress 
just  to  give  himself  more  power 
for  the  future?  Apparently  yes. . . 
But  would  Beck  and  other  con- 
servatives be  opposed  to  these 
ideas  if  it  was  a Republican 
president  proposing  them? 

Believe  me.  I’m  far  from 
a big  Obama  supporter.  But  1 
just  don’t  quite  understand  why 
so  many  conservatives  in  Wash- 
ington are  against  the  president 
on  things  they  often  ideologi- 


cally agree  with. 

Would  Beck  prefer  that 
Obama  add  more  agencies  and 
continue  expending  the  size  of 
the  executive  branch? 

If  he  doesn’t  want  Obama 
to  consolidate  the  executive 
branch,  what  would  he  prefer 
the  president  do  instead? 

In  other  words,  anything 
this  president  does  is  wrong  for 
certain  conservative  politicians 
and  political  pundits.  Tax  breaks 
= wrong.  Shrink  the  size  of  the 
executive  branch  = wrong.  I 
think  at  this  point  Obama  could 
call  for  the  repeal  of  Roe  v. 
Wade  and  conservatives  would 
find  a way  to  say  he’s  wrong... 
well  maybe  they’d  finally  agree 
with  Mr.  President  on  that  one. 

Well  that’s  all  for  this  edi- 
tion folks,  but  check  back  next 
week  for  a preview  of  what  a 
country  under  the  leadership  of 
President  Gingrich  may  look 
like.  Spoiler  alert:  out  of  work 
janitors  will  spend  their  new- 
found free  time  determining 
which  illegal  immigrant  grand- 
mothers can  stay  in  the  country 
while  an  army  of  mop-bearing 
12-year-olds  will  take  over  the 
janitorial  workforce. 


Westfield  Voice  editor  gets  her  feet  wet  in  Washington  D.C. 


Alex  Myers 
Washington  Reporter 

Hello  WSU.  Greetings 
from  our  nation’s  capitol! 

It’s  so  incredibly  strange 
not  being  at  school.  It’s  even 
weirder  not  spending  my  eve- 
nings working  on  a newspaper. 
And  I have  to  say...  I miss  it  so 
much! 

I’ve  been  here  in  D.C.  for 
almost  two  weeks  now  and  I 
love  it.  It’s  definitely  a change 
from  Peabody  and  even  more 
of  a change  from  Westfield.  But 


it’s  totally  worth  all  that  I’m 
getting  from  it. 

For  those  of  you  that  don’t 
already  know,  I am  an  intern 
at  The  Daily  Caller,  an  online 
news  website.  It  is  a very  dif- 
ferent atmosphere  than  working 
on  a print  newspaper.  The  site  is 
constantly  updated  and  it’s  very 
important  to  keep  up  with  all 
the  top  stories. 

This  Monday,  however,  I 
had  to  leave  the  internship  early 
to  visit  the  Newseum.  For  those 
people  not  interested  in  journal- 
ism it  probably  sounds  dull,  but 
there  is  something  in  there  for 


everyone. 

The  one  exhibit  that  par- 
ticularly moved  me  was  the 
“fallen  journalists’’  exhibit.  It 
makes  me  ask:  Is  news  worth 
fighting  for,  worth  dying  for?  It 
was  pretty  amazing  how  many 
journalists  have  died  in  their 
line  of  work. 

Typically,  people  don’t 
think  of  journalism  as  a dan- 
gerous profession  but  it  can 
be  and  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
A car  that  was  donated  to  this 
museum  had  been  rigged  with  a 
bomb  that  succeeded  in  killing 
a journalist. 


Going  to  that  museum, 
although  only  for  a short  time, 
really  made  me  appreciate  jour- 
nalists and  the  work  that  they  do 
so  much  more.  I think  that  was 
an  important  step  for  me  to  take 
for  my  future  career  as  well. 

Then  later,  I visited  the 
Capitol  building  for  the  first 
time.  Unfortunately  the  cham- 
bers were  closed  so  I didn’t  see 
those,  but  it  was  still  a cool  ex- 
perience. 

Anyway,  I live  in  an 
apartment  on  3rd  Street  in  the 
NE  quadrant  - for  anyone  who 
knows  the  DC  area  - and  it’s 


beautiful!  I have  3 roommates 
and  they’re  great.  They  are  defi- 
nitely helping  make  the  transi- 
tion easier. 

I do  miss  my  best  friend 
Samantha  though...  it’s  so 
weird  not  laughing  with  her 
every  night  in  the  newspaper 
office.  Thank  goodness  for  Fa- 
ceTime! 

Alright,  I’ll  wrap  this  up 
since  I haven’t  been  here  long 
enough  to  say  much  else.  Please 
keep  in  touch!  Email  me  at 
amyers9330@westfield.ma.edu 
just  to  say  hello.  I’ll  appreciate 
it  a whole  lot. 
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Norman  Rockwell  - Bom  Feb.  3, 1894 


Blizzard  of  ‘78  - Febmary  6-7, 1978 


The  Day  the  Music  Died  - Feb.  3, 1959 


An  essential  artist 
credited  with  illustrating 
an  inspirational  vision  of 
the  “American  Dream,” 
Norman  Rockwell 
aspired  to  convey  the 
diverse  American  spirit 
in  each  of  his  paintings. 
Bom  in  New  York  and 
dropping  out  of  high 
school  to  attend  art 
school  was  a quick  route 
to  success  for  Rockwell, 
as  he  landed  a job  with 
Boy’s  Life  magazine 
soon  after  earning  his 
degree.  He  primarily 
worked  for  the  popular 
Saturday  Evening  Post 
magazine  for  nearly  fifty 
years  (starting  as  early  as 


1916)  and  also  completed 
many  advertisements 
for  products  like  Jell-O 
and  Orange  Cmsh  and 
other  illustrations  for  the 
Ladies’  Home  Journal 
and  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America.  His  artwork 
in  the  calendars  for 
the  Boy  Scouts  were 
immediately  iconic,  as 
well  as  his  politically- 
charged  “Freedom” 
series  of  paintings  and 
“The  Problem  We  All 
Live  With,”  depicting 
an  African-American 
schoolgirl  walking  into 
an  all-white  school  in 
the  1960’s.  Although 
harsh  criticism  for  lack 
of  groundbreaking 
technique  plagued  his 
career  and  self-esteem 
until  his  death  in  1978, 
his  paintings  have  gained 
new  recognition  in  recent 
years  for  their  nostalgic 
subjects  portraying 
the  “Golden  Age”  of 
American  culture,  and 
are  consistently  featured 
in  many  exhibitions 
around  the  world. 


Widely  considered  the 
worst  Nor ’Easter  to 
impact  New  England 
in  the  20th  century,  the 
media-dubbed  “Blizzard 
of  ‘78”  claimed  fifty- 
four  lives  and  reduced 
many  homes  to  rubble 
in  its  wake.  Up  to  four 
feet  of  snow  blanketed 
Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut, 
and  cars  frantically 
attempting  to  navigate  the 
highways  were  paralyzed 
by  the  incomparable 
amount  of  snow  that 
engulfed  their  wheels. 
Record  high  tides  were 
seen  across  the  normally 


tranquil  waters  at  beaches 
along  the  New  England 
coastline,  and  many 
houses  had  to  be  rebuilt 
following  the  storm  due 
to  water  damage.  Blame 
for  the  extreme  conditions 
was  handed  to  extra- 
tropical  cyclones  with 
hurricane-force  winds 
touching  land  in  South 
Carolina  and  converging 
with  an  Arctic  cold  front 
from  the  north,  resulting 
in  a low-pressure  system 
and  an  unforeseen  burst 
of  intense  weather.  It 
snowed  for  thirty- 
three  straight  hours, 
accompanied  by  winds 
topping  at  86  miles-per- 
hour  and  gusts  exceeding 
100  miles-per-hour. 
Most  schools  and  public 
transportation  across 
New  England  and  in  New 
York  City  were  cancelled 
for  a week  or  longer  in 
the  aftermath  of  the 
blizzard,  and  some 
recovery  efforts  took 
months  to  fully  process 
mend  from  the 


Though  music  cannot 
tangibly  die,  a plane 
crash  suddenly  kiUing 
three  promising  rock 
music  careers  is  forever 
called  “The  Day  the 
Music  Died,”  after 
Don  McLean’s  hit 
“American  Pie”  referred 
to  the  incident  as  such  in 
1971.  The  musicians  had 
just  completed  the  11th 
night  of  their  extensive 
American  tour  when 
their  plane  accidentally 
flew  into  a winter  storm, 
killing  each  passenger 
instantly.  Among 

the  three  musicians 
included  Buddy  Holly, 
a pioneering  singer- 
songwriter  of  1950’s 
rock  and  roll  whose 
career  lasted  only  a 
year-and-a-half  yet 
influenced  rock  and 
roll  history  forever, 
including  many  bands 
of  the  British  Invasion 
like  The  Beatles  and 
The  Kinks  and  fellow 
rocker  Roy  Orbison.  His 
melding  of  rockabilly, 
R&B  and  country  and 


unique  style  of  black 
thick-rinuned  glasses 
significantly  shaped  the 
future  of  rock  music. 
Ritchie  Valens  and  the 
Big  Bopper  each  began 
their  career  with  a major 
hit  and  carried  potential 
to  join  Buddy  Holly  as 
the  best  new  artists  of 
their  era  before  their 
plane’s  fateful  takeoff. 
The  aura  of  mystery 
and  wonder  behind 
this  incident  has  been 
chronicled  in  the  years 
since,  and  many  rock 
bands  have  owed 
patronage  to  Buddy 
Holly  and  his  tour-mates 
work  despite  their  short 
careers. 
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“American  Idiot”  musical  adaptation  a crossover  success 


Sarah  Scherer 

Voice  Reporter 

“American  Idiot”  is 
a vibrant,  fast-paced,  high 
energy  musical  on  tour, 
most  recently  at  the  Bos- 
ton Opera  House. 

The  show  is  an  ad- 
aptation of  the  band  Green 
Day’s  album  of  the  same 
name,  with  songs  from 
other  albums  interspersed 
as  well. 

Comprised  mostly 
of  music  with  very  little 
dialogue,  the  perfor- 


mance tells  the  story  of 
three  young  men 
bored  with  their  sub- 
urban fives,  aching  to 
flourish  despite  living  in 
an  overly-stimulated 
society. 

Johnny  becomes  a 
drug  addict,  while  Will 
(played  by  “Degrassi’s” 
Jake  Epstein)  descends 
into  depressive  oblivion 
as  he  becomes  a father, 
and  Tunny  joins  the  mili- 
tary in  an  effort  to  give  his 
fife  meaning. 

The  show  featured 
iconic  Green  Day  cul- 


ture and  music,  with  ac- 
tors dressed  like  hipsters, 
dances  complete  with 
head  banging,  and  charac- 
ters drowning  in  suburbia 
hell. 

Popular  Green  Day 
hits  songs  such  as  ‘Amer- 
ican Idiot,’  ‘Boulevard  of 
Broken  Dreams’  ‘Jesus  of 
Suburbia,’  ‘Holiday,’  ‘21 
Guns,’  and  more  were  all 
featured. 

Given  how  the 
dialog  was  taken  straight 
from  Green  Day’s  lyrics, 
most  plot  elements  were 
to  be  interpreted  through 


subtle  clues,  such  as  the 
dousing  of  dancers  with 
glitter  to  portray  Johiuiy’s 
journey  into  dmg  addic- 
tion. 

The  entire  ninety- 
five  minute  production 
was  a fast  paced  and  ex- 
plosive acid  trip. 

The  set  was  mag- 
nificently designed,  the 
back  wall  almost  com- 
pletely covered  by  tele- 
vision screens  that  fit  up 
with  images  or  messages 
throughout  the  entire  per- 
formance, intensely  rep- 
resenting the  excessive 


stimulation  of  today’s 
youth. 

The  fighting  and 
constant  flickering  of  the 
television  screens  was  so 
drastic  that  one  conjec- 
tures it  could  possibly  be 
seizure  inducing. 

The  cast  was  burst- 
ing with  talent,  never 
ending  energy  and  vocal 
power. 

Instead  of  be- 
ing behind  the  scenes, 
crew  members  with 
in  plain  sight  on  stage 
tirelessly  playing  instru- 
ments to  provide  the 


music  while  the  cast 
members  danced  around 
them. 

The  show  is  not  rec- 
ommended for  younger 
audiences,  as  it  contains 
a scene  of  simulated  sex, 
and  plenty  of  adult  themes 
and  language. 

In  short,  the  musi- 
cal is  a roller  coaster  thrill 
ride  of  rock  music  and 
energy,  with  political  un- 
dertones. 

With  a movie  in  pro- 
duction stages,  ‘American 
Idiot’  is  sure  to  remain  a 
hit. 
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Film  Review:  “The  Artist” 
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A&E 

Charts 

Billboard  Top  10 

1 . Adele-  “Set  Fire  to  the 
Rain” 

2.  Rihanna-  “We  Found 
Love” 

3.  Flo  Rida- 
“Good  Feeling” 

4.  David  Guetta-  “Turn 
Me  On” 

5.  Katy  Perry-  “The  One 
That  Got  Away” 

6.  Bruno  Mars-  “It  Will 
Rain” 

7.  LMFAO-  “Sexy  and  I 
Know  It” 

8.  Kelly  Claiicson- 
“Stronger  (What  Doesn’t 
Kill  You)” 

9.  Jay-Z  & Kanye  West- 
“Ni**as  in  Paris” 

10.  Jessie  J-  “Domino” 


Box  Office  Top  5 

1.  The  Grey  ($19.7M) 

2.  Underworld: 
Awakening  ($12.4M) 

3.  One  for  the  Money 
($11  A) 

4.  Red  Tails  ($10.4M) 

5.  Man  on  a Ledge 
($8M) 


Top  10  TV  Ratings 

1 . “American  Idol” 
(Wednesday),  Fox 

2.  “American  Idol” 
(Thursday),  Fox 

3.  “The  Big  Bang 
Theory,”  CBS 

4.  “CSI:  Crime  Scene 
Investigation,”  CBS 

5.  “Criminal  Minds,” 
CBS 

6.  “Undercover  Boss,” 
CBS 

7.  “NCIS,”  CBS 

8.  “NFL  Football;  Pro 
Bowl,”  NBC 

9.  ‘Touch,”  Fox 

10.  “Rob,”  CBS 


Peter  Francis 

Voice  Reporter 


Socially,  we  go  to  the 
movies  for  many  reasons:  to 
laugh,  to  cry,  to  kill  time,  or  to 
forget  about  life  for  two  hours 
(unfortunately,  many  go  to  the 
movies  for  that  last  reason  more 
than  any  other  today). 

But  as  individuals,  we 
never  go  into  a film  to  be  mes- 
merized anymore.  This  is  in 
part  because  most  of  us  today 
have  two  self-impedances:  low 
expectations  and  a cynical  re- 
fusal to  let  our  guard  down  and 
be  taken  away  emotionally  by  a 
movie.  So  it  is  refreshing  when 
you  encounter  a new  film  that  is 
neither  repugnant  nor  conven- 
tional, a film  that  is  as  tender  as 
it  is  affecting. 

I had  heard  rumblings  of 
a black  and  white  film  that  was 
sweeping  awards  up,  and  leav- 
ing a trail  of  critical  acclaim  in 
it’s  wake. 

I knew  that  critically  her- 
alded films  have  been  disap- 
pointing in  the  past,  but  there 
was  something  different  about 
this  one.  Never  mind  the  fact 
that  the  film’s  director  and  it’s 

Book  Review: 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 

There  have  been  many 
books  written  about  the  horrors 
of  war,  but  perhaps  the  most 
poignant  and  heart-wrenching 
is  Erich  Maria  Remarque’s 
gripping  tale  of  young  soldiers 
fighting  in  WWI.  “All  Quiet  on 
the  Western  Front”  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  war  novels  and 
rightfully  so.  The  novel  is  ex- 
tremely realistic  despite  it  being 
about  fictitious  characters  due 
to  the  fact  that  Remarque  him- 
self fought  on  the  front. 

“All  Quiet  on  the  Western 
Front”  tells  the  story  of  a group 
of  young  German  soldiers  fresh 
out  of  school.  It  centers  on  Paul 
Baumer,  who  joins  the  army 


lead  man  are  Frenchmen  mak- 
ing their  debut’s  in  the  United 
States,  or  that  the  film  cast  such 
great  American  character  actors 
as  John  Goodman,  Penelope 
Ann  Miller,  and  James  Crom- 
well. 

No,  this  movie  had  one 
quality  about  it  that  spoke  vol- 
umes. It  was  a silent  film. 

In  “The  Artist,”  director 
Michel  Hazanavicius  delight- 
fully harkens  back  to  another 
age  of  movies. 

Set  in  the  late  1920’s,  we 
are  introduced  to  a fictional  si- 
lent film  star  named  George 
Valentin  (played  masterfully 
by  the  amazing  Jean  Dujardin, 
perhaps  the  best  kept  secret 
in  world  cinema),  a charming 
if  subtly  arrogant  man  whose 
slicked  back  hair  and  perfectly 
manicured  moustache  bring 
forth  memories  of  Clark  Gable 
and  Errol  Flynn. 

George  is  on  top  of  the 
world,  constantly  accompanied 
by  his  dog,  Uggie,  and  his  va- 
let, Clifton  (James  Cromwell). 
He  has  a wife,  Doris  (Penel- 
ope Ann  Miller),  with  whom 
he  no  longer  has  much  feeling 
towards,  and  is  constantly  at 
odds  with  his  producer  A1  Zim- 


with  a group  of  classmates 
shortly  after  the  war  begins  due 
to  the  urgings  of  their  teacher. 
When  Baumer  and  his  friends 
arrive  on  the  front,  they  meet 
Stanislaus  Katczinsky,  a soldier 
of  about  forty  years  of  age  that 
becomes  Baumer’s  mentor. 

As  can  be  expected,  the 
novel  highlights  many  of  the 
terrible  conditions  and  vio- 
lence that  accompanied  trench 
warfare  on  the  front.  Through- 
out the  tale,  Baumer  witnesses 
death  both  at  the  hands  of  his 
comrades  and  his  own.  He  has 
to  deal  with  the  fact  that  he  and 
his  friends  may  not  live  through 
the  war,  a scary  and  depressing 
thought.  To  quell  these  fears  and 
doubts,  the  men  try  not  to  dwell 
on  home  and  instead  try  to  get 
through  the  war  day  by  day. 


mer  (John  Goodman).  His  films 
sell,  but  his  pride  blinds  him  to 
a burgeoning  new  technology: 
the  “talkie”.  He  has  his  doubts 
that  a talking  film  will  ever  suc- 
ceed. 

Part  of  what  makes  the 
film  so  unique  and  touching  is 
the  fact  that  it  neither  a novelty 
nor  is  it  completely  innovative 
in  an  artistic  sense.  Silent  film  is 
not  a dead  genre  any  more  than 
Latin  is  a dead  language,  but  it 
is  kept  alive  by  film  scholars 
and  purveyors  of  classic  film 
preservation. 

Children  today  are  aware 
of  Charlie  Chaplin  and  Buster 
Keaton  by  way  of  Wikipedia, 
but  their  work  doesn’t  live  on 
amongst  the  mainstream  like 


After  some  time  on  the 
front,  Baumer  is  granted  a leave 
of  absence,  and  travels  home  to 
visit  his  sick  mother,  father,  and 
sister.  At  first,  he  is  ecstatic  at 
the  thought  of  going  home,  but 
upon  his  return,  he  realizes  that 
he  no  longer  belongs  there;  he 
has  seen  and  experienced  too 
much.  At  the  end  of  his  stay, 
Baumer  is  anxious  to  go  back  to 
the  front.  Remarque’s  descrip- 
tion of  Baumer’s  stay  home  is 
important  to  the  story  because 
it  shows  just  how  changed  the 
soldiers  are  by  the  war  and  the 
psychological  strain  it  puts  on 
them. 

Baumer  returns  to  the 
front  and  is  happy  to  reunite 
with  his  friends.  The  war  con- 
tinues on,  taking  with  it  many 
German  troops  and  draining  the 


say.  Jazz  and  Ragtime  musi- 
cians of  that  era. 

The  film’s  innovation  is 
merely  a commentary  on  the 
times  we  live  in.  It  is  considered 
innovative  only  because  so  few 
of  us  today  speak  the  language 
of  silent  film. 

Like  entering  a wax  mu- 
seum with  a pulse,  “The  Artist” 
will  transport  you  to  a world 
where  the  magic  of  the  movies 
is  still  a very  real  thing,  if  only 
for  an  hour  and  a half. 

Perhaps  the  one  last- 
ing contribution  of  “The  Art- 
ist” will  be  a reinvigoration  of 
a film  world  that,  in  hindsight, 
had  grown  to  feel  so  stale  be- 
fore the  release  of  this  special 
motion  picture. 

” by  Remarque 

Germans  of  their  power.  Even 
though  the  novel  is  about  Ger- 
man soldiers,  Remarque  shows 
how  any  party  engaging  in  war 
is  bad  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  killing  others  just  by  a whim 
of  a few  powerful  people. 

However,  even  more  so, 
the  main  theme  of  “All  Quiet  on 
the  Western  Front”  is  that  war 
destroys  not  just  bodies,  but 
minds  and  souls  as  well.  This 
novel  was  extremely  well-writ- 
ten and  spared  no  expense  in  de- 
tailing the  horrors  of  WWI.  Not 
only  did  Remarque  touch  bril- 
liantly on  warfare  itself,  but  he 
focused  on  the  close  bond  that 
the  soldiers  develop  with  each 
other;  they  are  away  from  their 
families,  so  they  in  turn  become 
a family.  I can’t  recommend  this 
novel  enough. 


“All  Quiet  On  the  Western  Front 


The  Westfield  Voice 


8 

Annual  “Pink  in  the  Rink”  game  set  for  February  16 

Hockey  team  selling  custom  jerseys  and  accepting  donations  for  cancer  research 


The  pink  and  white  hockey  jerseys  cost  $75  each  with 
all  proceeds  going  to  the  local  Cancer  House  of  Hope. 


Matt  Jardin 

Sports  Reporter 


The  Westfield  State 
men’s  ice  hockey  team  will  be 
holding  its  third  annual  “Pink 
in  the  Rink”  night  on  Thurs- 
day, Feb.  16,  at  Amelia  Park  in 
Westfield. 

“The  idea  of  the  event 
is  to  raise  awareness  about  all 
forms  of  cancer  and  raise  as 
much  money  as  we  can  for  the 
local  Cancer  House  of  Hope 
to  help  aid  cancer  research,” 
said  Westfield  assistant  hockey 


coach  Mike  Young. 

One  way  to  donate  is  to 
buy  a jersey.  The  jerseys  are 
white  and  pink  and  cost  $75, 
with  all  the  proceeds  going 
to  the  local  Cancer  House  of 
Hope. 

“Each  year  we’ve  been 
blessed  to  have  a sponsor  buy 
the  team’s  jerseys  and  this  year 
we  are  also  selling  custom  West- 
field  State  pink  hockey  jerseys,” 
said  Young. 

The  team  will  have  pink 
jerseys  with  the  names  of  peo- 
ple they  love  who  have  fought 
or  are  still  fighting  cancer. 

General  donations  also 


are  being  collected  at  the  game, 
with  the  puck  dropping  at  7:35. 


“Our  true  goal  is  to  honor 
those  who  have  fought  against 


and  are  currently  fighting 
against  cancer,”  said  Young. 

If  you  wish  to  order  a 
jersey,  contact  Westfield  State 
athletics  department  secretary 
Terry  Hamel  at  413-572-5512. 

In  addition,  orders  will 
be  taken  for  jerseys  through  the 
end  of  the  game. 

“Our  Pink-in-the-Rink 
game  is  to  symbolize  that  we 
are  all  in  this  fight  together  and 
we  are  all  here  to  support  each 
other.  Hopefully,  that  thought 
and  the  spirit  of  the  game  catch 
on  and  we  can  do  some  good 
and  raise  some  money  for  can- 
cer research,”  said  Young. 


Men’s  basketball  beats  Worcester 


Joey  Cooper 
Sports  Editor 


Westfield  State’s  men’s 
basketball  team  got  back  on 
track  Tuesday,  Jan.  31  as  they 
were  all  over  the  Worchester 
State  Lancers  in  an  81-59  rout- 
ing. 

The  Owls  controlled  the 
game  from  the  tip  as  starting 
point  guard  Lee  Vazquez  started 
off  the  night  quick  hitting  two 
early  3-pointers  to  give  West- 
field  the  early  lead.  The  first  few 
possessions  for  the  Owls  would 
foreshadow  how  the  rest  of  the 
game  played  out  as  Vazquez 
dropped  41  points  to  go  along 
with  his  five  steals. 

Junior  center  Matt  Devine 
was  stellar  on  both  sides  as  he 
put  together  his  second  consecu- 
tive double-double  performance 
scoring  16  points  to  go  with  his 
16  total  rebounds  pulled  down. 

Vazquez  hit  back  to  back 
3-pointers  that  were  vital  in 
giving  Westfield  State  a cush- 
ion at  halftime,  leading  44-35. 
Vazquez  also  put  together  a 28- 
point  half,  almost  outscoring  the 
opposing  team  on  his  own. 

The  Lancers  were  un- 


able to  keep  up  with  Westfield 
as  they  pushed  the  tempo  all 
night.  Westfield  had  two  signa- 
ture dunks  in  the  second  half  by 
Ryan  DeLosa  and  Ryan  White 
that  got  the  crowd  going  the  rest 
of  the  game. 

Ryan  DeLosa  was  respon- 
sible for  a host  of  second  chance 
opportunities  diving  for  loose 
balls  and  crashing  the  boards. 

With  1:30  left  in  the  sec- 
ond half,  Vazquez  hit  a dagger 
three  to  put  the  Owls  up  78-59, 
helping  him  break  Westfield’s 
single  game  record  of  nine 
3-pointers  made  in  a game. 

Westfield  also  received 
key  contributions  from  ju- 
nior forward  Ryan  White  who 
played  well  on  both  ends  of  the 
court  getting  eight  points  and 
six  rebounds. 

Westfield’s  defense  held 
the  Lancers  to  a little  over  35% 
from  the  field,  led  by  Devine 
who  acquired  five  blocks,  con- 
trolling the  paint  all  night. 

The  next  four  games 
for  Westfield  will  be  played  at 
home,  giving  the  Owls  an  op- 
portunity to  further  improve 
their  MASCAC  seeding  for  the 
conference  tournament  later 
this  month. 


Athletics  Honor  Roll  reception  set  for  February  7 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


A total  of  230  Westfield 
State  University  student-ath- 
letes with  cumulative  grade 
point  averages  of  3.0  or  better 
will  be  honored  at  the  Direc- 
tor of  Athletics  Honor  Roll  3.0 
Reception  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning, February  7. 

The  15th  annual  recep- 
tion will  take  place  between 
the  men  and  women’s  basket- 
ball doubleheader  vs.  MCLA 
at  approximately  7:00  pm  in 
the  Woodward  Center  second 
floor  lounge. 

Westfield’s  goal  is  for 
half  of  its  student-athletes 
to  obtain  a cumulative  GPA 
of  3.0  or  better,  which  was 
achieved  during  the  fall  2011 
semester  with  51.2  percent 
of  the  varsity  athletes  (230  of 
449)  making  the  grade.  Fur- 
thermore, 53.2  percent  of  the 
449  student-athletes  achieved 
a semester  grade  point  average 
of  3.0  or  better. 

Just  as  notable,  12  of  the 
19  varsity  teams  achieved  a 
team  cumulative  GPA  of  3 .0  or 


better,  led  by  women’s  volley- 
ball with  an  impressive  3.32. 
Twelve  of  the  15  members  of 
the  volleyball  team  earned  3.0 
cumulative  GPAs.  The  wom- 
en’s soccer  team  ranked  sec- 
ond (3.24)  and  an  impressive 
1 8 of  24  team  members  earned 
3.0  cumulative  GPAs. 

Other  notable  teams 
were:  women’s  golf  (3.24), 
women’s  track  and  field  (3.17), 
women’s  lacrosse  (3.17), 
women’s  cross  country  (3.17) 
and  women’s  swimming  and 
diving  (3.16).  On  the  men’s 
side,  the  ice  hockey  team  led 
the  way  with  a 3.07. 

“Academics  always  will 
be  a priority  at  Westfield  and 
the  3.0  reception  will  give  the 
athletes  and  the  Westfield  State 
community  an  opportunity  to 
recognize  the  achievements 
and  hard  work  put  in  by  the 
student-athletes,”  said  West- 
field  athletics  director  Richard 
Lenfest. 

Student  Athlete  Af- 
fairs, formally  known  as  the 
CHAMPS/Life  Skills  Pro- 
gram, has  helped  student-ath- 
letes succeed  in  the  classroom 


through  study  halls  and  other 
academic  programs. 

“The  programs  we  run 
help  the  student-athletes  strike 
a balance  between  school  work 
and  athletics,”  said  Westfield 
State  associate  athletic  direc- 
tor Nancy  Bals. 

All  freshmen  athletes  at- 
tend seven  weeks  of  study  hall 
and  are  also  monitored  through 
progress  reports  that  are  com- 
pleted twice  a semester. 

“The  goal  is  to  facilitate 
the  studying  process  for  first 
year  student-athletes  and  for 
them  to  learn  how  to  manage 
their  time,”  said  Bals. 

The  Westfield  State  Uni- 
versity athletics  department 
emphasizes  that  academics 
come  first.  Student-athletes 
are  provided  handbooks  to 
help  them  with  time  manage- 
ment as  well  as  meeting  aca- 
demic deadlines. 
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Opinion:  The  athletic  fairy  tale  also  known  as  the  NCAA 


lyier  Morissette 

Voice  Reporter 


When  I was  younger,  like 
most  children,  1 read  and  heard 
numerous  fairy  tales  about  sto- 
ries of  bravery,  courage  and 
good  conquering  evil.  Now  that 
I have  grown  up,  1 have  realized 
that  these  stories  are  not  true, 
but  in  fact  just  imaginary. 

However,  1 did  not  know 
that  at  the  age  of  20  1 would  be 
told  another  fairy  tale  filled  with 
lies. 

The  NCAA  (National 
Collegiate  Athletic  Association) 
would  like  for  everyone  to  be- 
lieve that  they  “care  about  their 
student  athletes”  and  want  them 
to  succeed. 

However,  over  the  last 
month  and  a half  two  separate 
incidents  have  made  me  come 
to  the  realization  that  the  NCAA 
does  not  care  one  bit  about  stu- 
dent athletes. 

Let  me  explain.  On  De- 
cember 10th,  a college  basket- 
ball game  between  rivals  Xavi- 
er and  Cincinnati  turned  ugly  in 
the  last  minute  of  a blowout  win 
for  Xavier.  With  9.4  seconds 
left  on  the  clock,  the  game  was 
called  when  the  teams  got  in  to 
a brawl  in  a comer  of  the  court. 


Words  escalated  into 
shoves  and  swings.  Both  bench- 
es cleared.  Xavier’s  Kenny 
Frease  left  the  court  with  his  face 
bloodied  after  being  punched 
by  Cincinnati’s  Yancy  Gates 
and  then  kicked  by  Cincinnati’s 
Cheikh  Mbodj  while  he  was  on 
the  floor  on  his  knees. 

Xavier  freshman  Dez 
Wells  threw  a punch  during  the 
fracas  as  well.  It  was  an  ugly 
scene  without  question,  but 
what  happened  after  this  fight  is 
what  really  angered  me. 

The  players  involved  were 
suspended  and  rightfully  so,  but 
the  length  of  these  punishments 
was  a complete  and  utter  joke. 

The  man  who  assaulted 
Frease,  Gates,  got  a six  game 
suspension,  as  well  as  Mbodj, 
who  kicked  Frease  while  he  was 
on  the  ground.  He  received  six 
games  for  assaulting  someone. 
Really? 

In  case  you’re  wondering, 
the  NCAA  penalty  for  fighting 
is  an  ejection  and  a one-game 
ban.  Xavier’s  Tu  Holloway  was 
suspended  for  one  game  for  the 
fight,  which  was  his  second  sus- 
pension of  the  season. 

Earlier  in  the  year  he  was 
suspended  for  one  game  for 
playing  in  a summer  basketball 
league. 

He  received  one  game  for 


summer  ball  and  one  game  for 
fighting.  Does  that  strike  any- 
one as  being  equal? 

Another  comparison  is 
that  earlier  this  year,  Vander- 
bilt’s Festus  Ezeli  was  sus- 
pended six  games,  (the  same  as 
Gates  received)  for  taking  a free 
meal,  while  Yancy  Gates  opens 
up  an  opponent’s  skull  and  also 
gets  a six  game  suspension. 

The  penalties  are  for  dif- 
ferent things,  obviously,  but  the 
point  still  stands:  The  NCAA 
is  more  than  willing  to  spend 
time  and  energy  ensuring  that 
programs  do  not  break  one  of 
its  many  boring  rules  governing 
amateur  status. 

When  those  rules  are  bro- 
ken, the  NCAA  devotes  time 
and  energy  to  developing  case- 
by-case  penalties  in  accordance 
with  the  violation. 

Thus,  the  NCAA  does  not 
care.  As  long  as  the  NCAA  can 
continue  to  make  billions  off 
these  players,  they  do  not  care 
what  they  do. 

This  brings  me  to  my 
next  example,  the  story  of  Todd 
O’Brien. 

In  2008,  Todd  O’Brien, 
a seven  foot  center,  transferred 
from  Bucknell,  where  he  had 
played  as  a freshman,  to  St.  Jo- 
seph’s University. 

After  sitting  out  a year. 


which  the  NCAA  requires  when 
a player  switches  schools,  he 
played  the  next  two  seasons  at 
St.  Joe’s.  His  coach,  Phil  Mar- 
telli,  gave  him  plenty  of  playing 
time  in  his  first  year,  but  in  his 
second  year  the  team  struggled, 
O’Brien  played  poorly  and  he 
wound  up  mostly  on  the  bench. 

He  also  graduated  with 
a major  in  economics.  Yet  be- 
cause of  the  year  he  sat  out,  he 
still  had  a year  of  athletic  eligi- 
bility left  — and  he  still  wanted 
to  play  basketball.  O’Brien 
wanted  to  get  a graduate  de- 
gree in  public  administration. 
St.  Joe’s  did  not  have  a program 
like  that,  so  O’Brien  found  one 
to  his  liking  at  the  University  of 
Alabama  at  Birmingham. 

The  basketball  coaching 
staff  there  was  excited  to  have 
him  join  the  team  for  his  final 
season  of  college  basketball. 

This  sort  of  thing  happens 
every  year  at  schools  all  over 
the  country.  When  it  happens, 
under  NCAA  rules,  the  coach 
of  the  player  leaving  has  to  sign 
the  player’s  release  so  he  can 
continue  his  career  elsewhere. 

Unfortunately  and  shock- 
ingly, O’Brien  was  denied  his 
release  because  his  head  coach 
Phil  Martelli  refused  to  sign  the 
release  papers. 

It’s  a stupid  rule,  but  that 


is  what  the  NCAA  has  put  into 
place. 

Unable  to  persuade 
St.  Joe’s  to  change  its  mind, 
O’Brien  appealed  to  the  NCAA. 
Did  the  NCAA,  which  purports 
to  care  about  the  welfare  of  its 
“student-athletes,”  take  stem 
action  against  St.  Joe’s?  Of 
course  not. 

In  response  to  O’Brien’s 
appeal,  St.  Joe’s  submitted  a 
letter  complaining,  among  oth- 
er things,  that  his  transfer  was 
done  for  “athletic  reasons”  rath- 
er than  academic  ones. 

Though  that  clearly  is  un- 
true because  O’Brien  was  only 
averaging  7.2  minutes  and  one 
point  per  game  last  season.  Why 
should  his  reason  matter? 

Nevertheless,  the  NCAA 
sided  with  the  school . An  NCAA 
spokeswoman  said  in  a state- 
ment that  St.  Joseph’s  opposi- 
tion was  an  “important  factor” 
in  denying  O’Brien’s  request. 

This  only  makes  sense, 
since  coaches,  not  athletes, 
are  the  NCAA’s  real  concern. 
O’Brien  wrote  a wonderful 
piece  in  sports  illustrated  about 
the  whole  ordeal. 

I think  it  is  time  for  all 
of  us  to  realize  that  the  NCAA 
stance  concerning  student  ath- 
letes is  a fairy  tale  and  one  that 
is  sadly  not  true. 


Westfield  State  basketball  teams  have  record  setting  night 


Matt  Jardin 

Sports  Reporter 


Westfield  State  has  two 
new  record  holders  after  both 
the  men’s  and  women’s  bas- 
ketball teams  won  their  games 
Tuesday  night  against  Worces- 
ter State. 

Jen  Ashton,  a freshmen 
guard  for  the  Owls,  went  into 
Tuesday  night’s  game  tied  for 
most  steals  in  a single  season 
with  92. 


Ashton  has  been  averag- 
ing 4.6  steals  a game,  which 
has  her  ranked  at  number  eight 
in  the  country.  She  now  has  98 
steals  on  the  season  after  a six 
steal  performance  on  Tuesday 
night. 

With  11:42  on  the  left 
clock  in  the  first  half,  Ashton 
managed  to  get  the  ball  away 
from  Worchester’s  Cheyenne 
Jennings.  With  that  steal,  Ash- 
ton broke  a 19  year  old  record 
held  by  Robyn  Wainwright. 

Head  coach  Andrea  Ber- 
tini  said,  “I  played  with  Robyn, 


Jen  is  in  great  company.” 

When  asked  about  her  re- 
cord Jen  said,  “I  set  the  record?” 
She  was  asked  how  she  felt  and 
said,  “good.”  She  was  speech- 
less after  that. 

Westfield  won  the  game 
74-52.  Ashton  also  had  12  points 
and  six  assists  in  the  victory. 

Not  too  much  later  when 
the  men’s  game  stared,  Lee 
Vazquez  got  on  a role  early, 
nailing  7-10  three-point  shots, 
two  of  which  came  within  sec- 
onds of  each  other  as  a team- 
mate stole  the  ball  and  assisted  a 


wide  open  three  by  Vazquez.  He 
had  28  points  in  the  first  half. 

When  the  team  came  out 
for  the  second  half,  Vazquez  hit 
an  early  three  and  then  missed 
his  next  few  attempts. 

But  with  the  clock  wind- 
ing done  and  his  team  up  big, 
Vazquez  snuck  into  a cozy  po- 
sition just  before  the  arch  of 
the  three  point  line,  and  he  was 
wide  open.  He  pulled  up  and 
made  the  shot  with  ease  for  his 
record  tying  ninth  three-pointer 
of  the  game. 

“He’s  been  great  at 


home,  1 couldn’t  be  happier  for 
him,”  coach  Rich  Sutter  said  of 
Vazquez’s  performance. 

“1  was  just  feeling  it  out 
there.  I’ve  been  working  on 
my  jump  shot  before  classes 
and  I feel  good  at  home,”  said 
Vazquez. 

The  men  won  their  game 
81-49.  Vazquez  contributed  41 
points  to  his  team  as  well  as  five 
rebounds  and  five  steals. 

Both  the  men  and  women 
play  their  next  games  this  Sat- 
urday, Feb.  4 at  home  against 
Bridgewater  State. 
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Morning  Joe 


yVeekCy  Look  at  tfie 


By:  JoyCoq 


The  popular  discussion 
the  past  two  weeks  has  been 
how  the  Patriots  and  Giants 
matchup  on  paper.  What  will 
Brady  and  Belichick’s  legacy 
be  if  they  win  the  Super  Bowl 
again? 

Will  Eli  Manning  surpass 
his  older  brother  with  his  second 
Super  Bowl  victory?  Will  Tom 
Brady  and  the  Patriots  avenge 
their  crushing  loss  to  the  Giants 
in  Super  Bowl  XLll? 

When  I thought  about 
what  I wanted  to  write  this 
week,  I realized,  what  else  can 
be  said  about  this  game? 

My  thoughts  and  opin- 
ions on  this  particular  game  will 
be  lost  in  the  millions  of  other 
outlooks  on  this  year’s  Super 
Bowl.  Where  is  the  talk  about 
Robert  Kraft,  the  man  who  has 


single  handedly  brought  this 
franchise  back  from  being  to- 
tally irrelevant? 

What  this  man  has  pro- 
duced with  this  team  since  buy- 
ing them  in  1994  has  been  just 
as  impressive,  if  not  more  im- 
pressive, than  the  accomplish- 
ments of  his  future  hall  of  fame 
coach  and  quarterback. 

Kraft’s  move  to  steal 
Bill  Belichick  away  from  his 
newly  acquired  head  coaching 
position  in  New  York  with  the 
Jets  was  the  first  of  many  more 
that  forever  changed  the  course 
of  New  England  Patriots  foot- 
ball. Kraft  has  created  a culture 
of  winning  with  Belichick  and 
Brady  by  his  side,  making  New 
England  a place  players  long  to 
be  a part  of. 

Players  such  as  Antow- 


ain  Smith,  Corey  Dillon,  Randy 
Moss,  and  Deion  Branch  have 
rejuvenated  their  careers  after 
landing  in  New  England. 

Within  Robert  Kraft’s 
first  10  years  with  the  Patriots, 
he  managed  to  build  a new  sta- 
dium New  Englanders  could 
be  proud  of.  His  team  earned  a 
spot  in  the  NFL’s  most  coveted 
game  twice,  winning  their  first 
in  2001. 

The  Patriots  have  joined 
the  elite  class  of  what  it  means 
to  be  a Dallas  Cowboy,  Green 
Bay  Packer,  Pittsburgh  Steeler 
and  now  a New  England  Pa- 
triot. 

In  17  years  of  owning  the 
Patriots,  Robert  Kraft’s  team 
has  been  nothing  short  of  a dy- 
nasty, earning  1 1 AFC  East  Di- 
vision Championships,  six  AFC 


Championships  and  three  Super 
Bowls. 

Robert  Kraft  gets  lost  in 
the  discussion  of  what  makes 
the  New  England  Patriots  the 
revered  franchise  they  have  re- 
cently become. 

He  has  been  following 
this  team  and  stuck  with  them 
well  before  Bill  Belichick  ever 
got  into  pro  football.  Ever  since 
1971,  Kraft  has  been  a season 
ticket  holder  of  the  Patriots. 

His  commitment  with  this 
team  continued  as  he  took  ad- 
vantage of  partial  ownership  of 
Foxboro  Stadium  in  1985. 

Only  five  days  after 
Kraft’s  wife  of  48  years  died  of 
cancer,  he  continued  to  be  the 
bridge  between  the  players  and 
the  owners  throughout  the  NFL 
labor  negotiations. 


His  loyalty  and  dedica- 
tion to  this  league  was  one  of 
the  driving  forces  in  getting  a 
historic  10-year  labor  deal  done 
weeks  before  the  2011-2012 
season  began. 

Applauding  Kraft’s  effort 
throughout  the  labor  dispute, 
Indianapolis  Colts  center  Jeff 
Saturday  spoke  in  front  of  the 
media  relaying  the  statement, 
“He  is  a man  who  helped  us 
save  football.” 

The  man  in  charge  of  ev- 
erything great  to  happen  in  New 
England  Patriots  football  has 
more  than  cemented  his  spot 
in  Canton,  Ohio  one  day.  Even 
though  Tom  Brady  might  get 
all  of  the  praise  this  weekend  if 
they  win,  without  Robert  Kraft, 
who  knows  where  the  Patriots 
or  the  NFL  would  be  right  now. 


The  controversy  surrounding  Tim  Tebow:  A woman’s  perspective 


Kylie  Coffey 
News  Editor 


From  a woman’s  perspec- 
tive, there  is  nothing  wrong 
with  Tim  Tebow.  And  I’m  not 
talking  about  his  skills  on  the 
football  field. 

Unlike  the  major  sports 
networks,  who  are  giving 
Tebow  slack  for  being  the  only 
proud  virgin  in  the  NFL,  1 actu- 
ally think  it’s  nice  to  see  a man 
in  the  limelight  with  some  mor- 
als for  once. 

Being  a pro  athlete  isn’t 
just  about  playing  the  game  any- 
more. It’s  turned  into  a certain 
image.  Keeping  up  appearances 
at  local  hotspots,  and  having  a 
group  of  women  on  each  arm 
and  taking  them  all  home. 

It  pretty  much  applies  to 
all  pro  sports  now— just  look  at 
some  of  the  pictures  of  certain 
members  of  the  Boston  Bruins 
after  winning  the  Stanley  Cup. 
Pro  football  players  are  some  of 
the  worst  offenders. 


Football  players  are  being 
offered  reality  shows  that  high- 
light their  lives  and  are  going  on 
trashy  VHl  dating  shows  (Chad 
Ochocinco  anyone?). 

My  question  is:  Why  are 
so  many  people  questioning 
Tim  Tebow’s  manliness  just  be- 
cause he  loves  Jesus  and  won’t 
consummate  his  relationship 
with  a woman  until  after  he 
says  “I  Do”  when  there  are  so 
many  players  in  the  NFL  who 
are  defiling  and  disrespecting 
woman?  Nobody  seems  to  be 
commenting  on  that  though. 

So  Tim  Tebow’s  a virgin. 
So  he’s  a devote  Christian  that 
publicly  prays  to  God  before 
every  game.  Who  cares?  A re- 
cent poll  on  Cosmopolitan.com 
stated  that  50%  of  women  who 
voted  would  not  have  a problem 
with  dating  a virgin. 

I’m  not  saying  that  every- 
one hates  on  Tebow,  because  if 
I said  that,  it  would  simply  be 
untrue.  Tim  Tebow  is  turning 
into  a sports  and  a cultural  phe- 
nomenon. His  name  is  turning 


into  a verb. 

People  are  now  “Tebow- 
ing”,  a phrase  referencing 
Tebow’s  prayer  stance  before 
every  game,  instead  of  plank- 
ing. This  new  pose  is  causing  a 
stir  across  the  country,  even  get- 
ting kids  suspended  from  school 
for  “Tebowing”. 

What  I don’t  understand 
is  why  people  are  kissing  the 
holy  ground  he  walks  on  when 
it  comes  to  his  football  skills, 
but  once  they  find  out  he’s  a vir- 
gin they  call  him  every  disgust- 
ing name  in  the  book. 

Being  a virgin  does  not 
make  you  less  of  a man.  It  actu- 
ally makes  you  more  of  a man 
because  you  have  the  strength 
to  say  no. 

Let’s  get  the  facts  straight. 
Nobody  is  forcing  Tim  Tebow 
to  stay  a virgin.  He  is  a profes- 
sional athlete.  Tebow  is  one 
of  the  top  quarterbacks  in  the 
league  and  he  is  gorgeous. 

Some  people  even  ques- 
tion his  virginity.  People  change 
once  they  enter  the  pros.  He’s 


just  trying  to  keep  up  the  image 
that  the  media  has  made  him  to 
be  so  he’s  not  denying  it.  I’ve 
heard  it  all.  It  might  be  true;  he 
might  actually  not  be  a virgin 
anymore.  But  that  doesn’t  take 
away  from  his  Christian  beliefs. 
Plenty  of  faithful  Christians, 
even  devote  Catholics,  are  not 
virgins. 

Virginity  aside,  the  man 
is  receiving  slack  for  his  pub- 
lic praying  and  his  verbal  love 
for  the  man  upstairs.  Sure,  he  is 
an  Evangelist  and  some  people 
might  not  agree  with  his  views. 
But  it  is  never  okay  to  hate  on 
someone’s  religious  beliefs, 
even  if  it  goes  against  your  own. 
So  he’s  verbal  about  his  beliefs. 

So  he  prays  before  every 
game  and  blesses  God  after  ev- 
ery interview.  I’ve  seen  more 
than  a fair  share  of  athletes  do  a 
sign  of  the  cross  before  a game 
and  thank  God  after  winning. 

Just  because  Tim  Tebow 
does  it  all  the  time  does  not 
make  him  less  genuine  than  the 
next  athlete.  He’s  not  trying  to 


shove  his  beliefs  down  Amer- 
ica’s throat,  he  just  believes  in 
something  higher  than  football. 
Something  most  Americans  just 
don’t  understand. 

Yes,  his  football  statistics 
are  impressive.  But  sometimes 
a player  should  be  rewarded  for 
more  than  the  points  he  helps 
his  team  put  up  on  the  score- 
board. 

Tim  Tebow  is  a man  of 
good  morals.  He  should  be  con- 
sidered a role  model  for  young 
athletes  instead  of  the  other 
words  people  are  calling  him 
because  of  his  sexual  history— 
or  lack  of  sexual  history. 

This  is  the  kind  of  player 
that  young  athletes  should  as- 
pire to  be  instead  of  these  wom- 
anizing athletes  who  are  more 
concerned  with  their  salary  they 
are  receiving  and  the  number  of 
women  they  can  get. 

Tim  Tebow  loves  God, 
but  he  also  loves  the  game  of 
football.  Besides  being  a Bron- 
co, there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
Tim  Tebow. 
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Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
This  is  a great  week  for  big 
ideas,  and  others  are  bound  to 
be  expecting  an  awful  lot  from 
you  right  now.  But  don’t  be 
surprised  if  you  end  up  having 
to  deal  with  a few  irritated 
people  around  the  house. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

You’ll  be  feeling  a little 
withdrawn  and  will  want  to 
keep  your  thoughts  to  yourself 
this  week.  And  that  wouldn’t 
be  such  a bad  idea. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

Try  to  have  as  many  interesting 
conversations  as  you  can  this 
week.  You’ll  end  up  learning 
a lot.  Just  remember  that  good 
conununication  will  be  very 
important.  So  don’t  forget  to 
remain  objective  and  try  not  to 
get  too  emotional. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

You’ll  be  feeling  very 
energetic  at  the  moment.  Your 
confidence  will  be  running 
high  and  you  won’t  let  anyone 
take  advantage  of  you  in  any 
way. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

Your  mind  and  imagination 
will  be  very  active  at  the 
moment,  and  you’ll  be  busy 
dealing  with  a million  different 
things  this  week. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

If  you’re  willing  to  work  hard, 
you’ll  be  able  to  accomplish 
an  awful  lot  right  now. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

You’ll  be  feeling  very  driven 
this  week  and  your  confidence 
level  will  be  extremely  high. 
You’ll  feel  like  you  can 
accomplish  a great  deal  right 
now,  but  don’t  be  surprised 
if  you  end  up  being  tested  all 


along  the  way. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
Your  energy  level  will  be 
quite  high  this  week.  Your 
self-confidence  and  capacity 
for  hard  work  will  be  higher 
than  usual  as  well.  Keep  up 
the  energy  throughout  the 
semester  and  you’ll  be  sure  to 
make  Dean’s  List. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Don’t  be  surprised  if  you  feel 
a strong  urge  to  speak  your 
mind  and  express  your  beliefs 
this  week.  Not  everyone  will 
appreciate  your  point  of  view 
though. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Be  ready  to  defend  yourself 
when  it  comes  to  some 
family  matters  or  domestic 
issues  this  week.  If  you’re 
feeling  particularly  moody  or 
sensitive  right  now,  just  try 
not  to  overreact  when  difficult 
situations  arise. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

You’re  bound  to  encounter  a 
few  difficulties  where  some 
neighbors  or  relatives  are 
concerned  this  week.  And 
you  may  end  up  burning  some 
bridges  with  a few  people  if 
you’re  not  careful.  Try  to  be 
respectful  of  your  roommates. 
Dorm  neighbors,  and  friends 
so  you  don’t  get  into  these 
situations. 
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Daily  SuDoku : Mon  30-Jan-20l  2 medium 


90’s  Songs 


off  iM  mail  b/Mart;P3risi 


C'MW  Partef.  Per(ru««uiri  re^Wierttor  use 


off  iic  maril  by  MarV  Parisi 


LLAYMRWEN 
MACARENAT 
FREAKMEEN 
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VRPCRTMRH 
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TRDERRYAH 
I EETVNTYE 
S E I V A E R I M 

NMSOOERAS 
E I DHVLNEN 
SLLEAGYTV 
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Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
There  are  bound  to  be  a few 
money  matters  for  you  to  have 
to  deal  with  at  the  moment. 
Don’t  blow  all  your  money  and 
the  beginning  of  the  semester 
so  that  you  won’t  have  to  pinch 
pennies  in  May. 

courtesy  of  calif orniapsychics. 
com 


OffilCmarfl  byMdrkPansI 


ALL  STAR 
ALWAYS 
BLACK  VELVET 
CARNIVAL 
COME  UNDONE 
DO  ANYTHING 
EVERY  HEARTBEAT 
FREAK  ME 
GLYCERINE 
HAZARD 
HEARTBREAKER 
HEY  LOVER 
HOLE  HEARTED 
I WISH 
lESHA 

INVISIBLE  MAN 


JOYRIDE 
JUMP 
LITHIUM 
LOSER 
MACARENA 
MMMBOP 
MOVE  THIS 
MR.  WENDAL 
MYALL 
NEVER  EVER 
ONLY  YOU 
PUSH 

RHYTHM  NATION 
ROAM 
ROMANTIC 
RUN  AWAY 


RUSH  RUSH 

SCAR  TISSUE 

SENSITIVITY 

SHOOP 

SOMEDAY 

SUMMERTIME 

TENNESSEE 

THA  CROSSROADS 

THE  ONE 

TOM’S  DINER 

TORN 

VOGUE 

WICKED  GAME 
WONDER 
YOU  LEARN 


|c)  Dally  £udc*4j  Lid  aoi2.  All  ilghffc  neser.ad. 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


Super  Bowl  Party 

Sunday  February  5th 

at  Tommy  D’s! 


vs. 


TOI 


Drink  Specials: 

12  Wings  and  a Pitcher  of  Beer  for  $8.95 
1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID 
Serving  Food  till  10! 


And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 
Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


Travel  Abroad! 

There  are  some  spaces  left  in  the  following  classes: 


COSTARICA 

EDUC  0398  AN  INTERCULTURAL 
AND  TROPICAL  ECOLOGY 
EXPERIENCE 

May  22  - June  3,2012  $3500 

EUROPE 

MGMT0338  INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS 

Some  classes  will  take  place  in  the 
spring  semester,  with  travel  in  May 
May  24.  June  5.  2012  $3500 

IRELAND 

SLTS0201  SERVICE  LEARNING 
TRAVEL  SEMINAR  (2  spaces  open) 
First-year  students  are  encouraged  to 
apply 

May  21 -June  3, 2012  $3500 


JORDAN 

COMM  0280  INTERNATIONAL 
SEMINAR 
Prof.  Paulmann 

First-year  students  are  encouraged 
to  apply 

Some  classes  will  take  place  in 
the  spring  semester,  with  travel  in 
May 

May  23  - June  10, 2012  $2800* 

(*price  reduction!) 

VIETNAM 

COMM  0180  VIETNAM/COMM 
0316  VIETNA.M:  CULTURE, 
HISTORY  AND  MEDIA 
Prof.  Gardner 
Deadline  extended; 

Register  by  Fenruary  24, 2012 
First-year  students  are  encouraged 
to  apply 

June  7 -19, 2012  $3600* 

(*price  reduction!) 


Hurry!  See  the  Go  Global  brochure  and  the  International 
Programs  Office  in  the  Parenzo  Lobby  for  more  information! 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 


The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 
8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 
Wednesday 
8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

Friday 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m*.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 


Volume  III  Friday,  Februaiy  10,  2012  Issue  XIII 

Independent  film  ‘Noah’  to  be  screened  at  Dever  Stage  on  Feb.  17 


different  than  hundreds  of  years  ago, 
yet  still  logical,”  he  continued. 

The  three-man  team  of  An- 
thony, James  and  Andrew  handled 
every  aspect  of  the  film’s  produc- 
tion, including  focusing  on  lighting, 
sound,  scheduling,  wardrobe,  talent 
and  location  scouting. 

Anthony  said  that  with  such 
a small  team,  long  days  for  over 
eight  months  were  required  to  fin- 
ish “Noah”  from  filming  to  the  final 
editing  stages,  but  said  the  three  had 
total  control  over  the  film  and  the 
direction  it  took. 

James’  concentration  in  the 
communication  department  is  in 
media  arts  and  he  said  that  his  time 
at  Westfield  has  allowed  him  to  be- 
come familiar  with  the  editing  pro- 
gram Final  Cut  Pro,  which  was  used 
to  edit  “Noah.” 

James  said  lighting  and  sound 
techniques  used  during  production 
were  also  among  the  technical  skills 
he’s  learned  at  WSU. 

“I’m  not  as  efficient  and  ex- 
perienced as  my  brother  Anthony, 
who  handled  all  of  the  physical  edit- 
ing,” James  said.  “But  we  each  had 
an  equal  say  in  the  editing  process 
in  terms  of  what  shots  and  scenes  to 
use  or  cut.” 

James  said  the  first  cut  of  the 
film  was  about  two  hours  and  fifty 

■ continued  on  page  6 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Pages  2 • 6 

A&E  - Pages  10  & 11 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

Super  Bowl  Reaction 

Moufy  Concert 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00p 

Public  Safety  - 5262 

IT  - 5528 

OpEd  - Pages  7 - 9 

Sports  - Pages  12  - 14 

Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Library  - 523 1 

Mitt  Romney 

WSU  Basketball 

Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 

photo  by  Identical  Films 


Rob  Donoghue 

Managing  Editor 


The  Identical  Films  Company 
of  Waltham,  MA  will  be  screening 
their  first  feature  length  film  titled 
“Noah”  at  Westfield  State  free  of 
charge  on  Friday,  Feb.  17th  from 
7:00  to  9:30  p.m.  at  Dever  Stage  in 
Parenzo  Hall. 

The  film  is  set  in  an  alternate 
present-day  reality  where  slavery 
was  never  abolished  and  follows  a 
slave  named  Noah  as  he  attempts  to 
escape  from  his  cruel  owner.  Noah 
uses  a present  day  underground  rail- 
road organization  as  he  tries  to  flee 
to  a rumored  freedom  refugee  camp 
in  Canada. 

Westfield  State  senior  commu- 
nication major  James  Deveney  and 
his  older  brother  Anthony  Deveney 
founded  the  independent  film  com- 
pany Identical  Films  and  produced 
“Noah”  along  with  2011  Westfield 
grad  Andrew  Johnson. 

Anthony,  a Waltham  native 
and  graduate  of  the  New  York  Film 
Academy,  directed  and  wrote  the 
screenplay  for  “Noah.” 

After  saving  up  their  own 
money  for  about  half  a year  and  re- 
ceiving $2,500  in  total  donations, the 
Identical  Films  team  began  working 
on  the  movie  last  spring. 


James  said  the  team  spent 
their  entire  2011  summer  working 
long  days  seven  days  a week  to  film 
and  edit  “Noah.”  After  holding  two 
casting  call  auditions  in  Boston  last 
year,  filming  took'  place  between 
May  and  July  while  editing  and  fi- 
nal production  occurred  between 
August  and  December. 

Anthony  said  he  originally 
wrote  a complex  period  piece  about 


slavery  set  in  the  1800s  with  inter- 
twining stories,  but  a total  budget  of 
approximately  $15,000  forced  him 
to  change  the  scope  of  the  story. 

“It  was  harder  to  write  because 
I had  to  use  my  own  imagination  of 
what  the  world  would  actually  be 
like  today  if  slavery  still  existed,” 
Anthony  said. 

“1  wanted  to  create  a com- 
pletely original  world  that  was  very 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


Friday 

February  10th 

8:00pm-  Step  Afrika! 
Doors  open  at  7:30 
Dever  Stage 

8:00pm-  Concert 
WSKB  Concert  and 
Beat  Salad-  Original 
Indie  Dance  Party 
Scanlon  Banquet  Hall 

Saturday 
February  11th 

8:00pm-  Movie 
Twilight 
Breaking  Dawn 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

Sunday 
February  12th 

8:00pm-  Movie 
Twilight 
Breaking  Dawn 
Ely  Main  Lounge 


Students  build  classroom  and  relationships  in  Nicaragua 


Megan  Bishop 
Voice  Reporter 


Who  would  have  thought 
that  29  people  could  go  to  an- 
other country  as  a group  of 
strangers  and  could  come  back 
as  family? 

This  is  how  any  of  those 
29  students  who  went  to  Ni- 
caragua during  the  J-Term  trip 
would  describe  what  happened 
while  they  were  gone. 

The  J-term  was  a “service 
learning”  trip,  and  the  group  had 
the  opportunity  to  build  a class- 
room in  one  of  many  barrios. 

The  students  were  told 
that  if  they  raised  at  least  S6,000 
before  the  trip,  the  classroom 
would  be  named  after  Westfield 
State  University.  So,  the  group 
successfully  raised  over  $7,000, 
resulting  in  a plaque  that  said 
“Aula  de  Westfield  State  Uni- 
versity 2012”. 

The  group  as  a whole 
agreed  that  building  and  experi- 
encing Nicaragua  was  definitely 
a culture  shock,  but  that  they 
would  go  back  in  a heartbeat. 


“Words  can’t  even  de- 
scribe how  rewarding  building 
that  school  was.  Eveiything  was 
made  and  built  manually,”  said 
senior  Michael  Mantia. 

“Coming  from  a country 
with  a large  variety  of  tools  and 
machinery,”  he  continued,  “it 
was  definitely  a lot  more  work 
and  a lot  more  personal. 

“Better  yet,  I got  to  bond 
with  the  kids  and  families  who 
we  were  building  the  school 
for.  After  experiencing  the  con- 
struction part  of  our  trip  I could 
totally  see  why  every  Nicara- 
guan took  pride  in  everything 
they  did  and  eveiything  they 
owned.” 

The  children  attracted  a 
lot  of  attention  on  the  worksite. 
Every  day  they  would  visit  the 
workers  and  try  to  get  them  to 
play. 

“Seeing  the  children’s 
faces  every  day  at  the  work  site 
made  me  want  to  be  a better 
person.  They  have  nothing,  yet 
they  all  seem  so  at  peace  with 
who  they  are  and  what  they 
have.  This  was  an  influential 
experience  I will  never  forget,” 
said  sophomore  Katelyn  Cam- 
petti. 

This  notion  influenced 
the  group  of  students  to  throw 
a community  party  on  the  last 
day  of  building,  specifically  for 
those  children. 

However,  the  building 
was  not  the  only  piece  of  the 


photo  by  Megan  Bishop 
At  the  site  of  the  finished  classroom  stand  the  three  fac- 
ulty members  on  the  trip:  Kathi  Bradford  (bottom  left), 
Teressa  Young  (bottom  right),  and  Kelli  Nielsen  (top). 


trip  that  really  brought  these 
students  together.  After  days  of 
building,  the  class  got  to  experi- 
ence a volcano,  a bat  cave,  zip 
lining,  surfing,  and  lots  of  other 
things  that  most  people  from 
New  England  don’t  get  to  expe- 
rience. 

Together,  the  students  en- 
couraged each  other  do  things 
that,  at  first,  they  were  terrified 
to  do. 

Most  of  the  credit  for 
the  success  of  the  class  went 
to  Kathi  Bradford,  one  of  three 
faculty  members  on  the  trip. 
Bradford,  Director  of  Alumni 
Relations,  went  on  the  trip  last 


year  as  the  Student  Life  person 
and  this  year  as  an  instructor. 

She  organized  and  ran  the 
trip,  and  was  extremely  valu- 
able as  a translator.  According 
to  the  29  students,  there  weren’t 
enough  words  to  thank  her  for 
all  she  did. 

Senior  Charlie  Crayton 
spoke  for  all  the  students  on  the 
trip  when  he  said,  “Nicaragua 
was  amazing. 

“Not  only  did  we  provide 
a service  that  will  help  for  years 
to  come  but  we  built  relation- 
ships and  experienced  things 
together  that  we  will  carry  with 
us  forever.” 
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Super  Bowl  behavior  satisfies  WSU  officials 


Kylie  Coffey 
News  Editor 


All  was  quiet  on  the 
Westfield  State  campus  after  the 
New  England  Patriots  lost  to 
the  New  York  Giants  at  Super 
Bowl  XLVl  in  Indianapolis  on 
Sunday  night. 

After  incidents  occurred 
in  2004  when  the  Boston  Red 
Sox  won  the  World  Series,  Stu- 
dent Affairs,  along  with  Public 
Safety  and  Residential  Life,  de- 
vised a plan  to  allow  students 
enjoy  the  big  game  as  well  as 
staying  safe  on  campus. 

Michael  Nockunas,  Di- 
rector of  Public  Safety  at  WSU, 
said  that  there  is  an  operations 
plan  that  helps  students  stay 
safe  during  any  big  event  that 
happens  on  campus.  The  Op- 
erations Plan  fluctuates  based 
on  what  the  situation  is,  but  the 
standard  procedure  stays  the 
same. 

“We  want  everyone  to 
have  a good  time  whether  it  is 
a big  game.  Spring  Weekend,  or 
Commencement,”  said  Nocku- 
nas. “There  is  a lot  that  goes 
into  this  beyond  what  students 
see.” 

This  includes  letting  ev- 
eryone in  the  Westfield  com- 
munity know  what  is  going  on. 


Public  Safety  alerts  the  City  of 
Westfield  Police,  the  Fire  De- 
partment and  EMTs.  For  big 
events,  more  manpower  will  be 
assigned  in  case  anything  goes 
wrong. 

“If  there  wasn’t  a plan, 
people  would  get  hurt,  property 
would  be  damaged,  and  every- 
one would  be  sorry  the  next 
day,”  Nockunas  said. 

Contrary  to  popular  be- 
lief, only  Westfield  State  Police 
were  on  campus  last  Sunday. 
Unless  needed,  the  only  con- 
tact university  police  have  with 
other  police  forces  is  to  let  them 
know  what  is  happening  on 
campus. 

University  police  are  the 
only  ones  that  deal  with  student 
issues  unless  a higher-status 
problem  occurs.  This  is  a stan- 
dard across  many  colleges,  ac- 
cording to  Nockunas. 

Additional  security  was 
added  on  campus  Sunday  night. 
More  I.S.Os  were  placed  in 
buildings  and  contingent  po- 
lice officers  were  placed  out  of 
sight. 

“If  things  heated  up,  then 
police  would  show,”  said  Nock- 
unas. 

Dr.  Carlton  Pickron,  In- 
terim Vice  President  of  Student 
Affairs  said  that  students  need 
to  be  proactive.  That  way  it 


will  “minimize  the  need  for  re- 
sponse.” 

Pickron  sent  out  an 
email  Thursday,  February  2nd 
, encouraging  students  to  be  re- 
spectful after  the  game  on  Sun- 
day no  matter  the  outcome.  He 
also  reminded  students  that  res- 
ident halls  and  other  on-campus 
activities  were  going  on  during 
the  game. 

Unlike  other  colleges  in 
the  area,  particularly  UMass- 
Amherst,  WSU  had  no  ma- 
jor incidents  happen  after  the 
game.  According  to  Nockunas, 
a couple  of  students  come  out  of 
their  residence  halls  upset  with 
the  outcome  of  the  game,  but 
“students  behaved  and  we  were 
grateful.” 

“It’s  disappointing  that 
college  men  and  women  can’t 
handle  themselves  appropriate- 
ly,” said  Pickron  referring  to  the 
riots  that  happened  at  UMass. 
“I’m  satisfied  with  the  behavior 
of  our  students.” 

Both  Nockunas  and  Pick- 
ron appreciated  the  way  students 
exemplified  the  conduct  code  of 
the  university  in  a peaceful  and 
respectful  manner.  Pickron  has 
high  hopes  for  the  rest  of  the 
semester. 

He  said,  “Let’s  keep  on 
keeping  on  and  end  this  semes- 
ter right.” 


'*AII  proceeds  go  towards  La  Esperanza  Granada'Guadalupe  School  Costa  Rica*’ 


February  16th  at  7:30pm 


**50/50  Raffle 
Tickets  will  be 
sold 


Dever  Auditorium 
Ticket  s are  $3 


Don  t worry,  you  do  not 
have  to  dance  if  you 
attend  this  event! 

So  come  on  out  and 
support  a great  cause' 


Questions?  Email:  Kappadeltapiwsc@gmai!,com 


Student 

Spotlight 

by  Tim  Gallery 


Name:  Andrea  Auger 
Hometown:  Spencer,  MA 
Major:  Communication 

Do  you  have  any  Valentine’s  Day  plans? 

I have  my  internship  then  working,  nothing  too 
exciting. 

Would  you  rather  receive  chocolates  or  flowers 
jrom  your  valentine? 

Flowers. 

Have  you  ever  had  a secret  admirer  or  have  you 
been  one  to  someone  else? 

I don’t  believe  so. 

Favorite  cheesy  pick-up  line? 

Do  you  have  a ninja  in  your  pants  because  your 
butt  is  kicking! 

Has  that  pick-up  line  worked  on  you? 

Haven’t  heard  it  in  action. 

Which  color  candy  heart  do  you  tend  to  go  after 
the  most? 

The  white  ones  are  my  favorite. 

Dinner  and  a movie  at  home  or  a wild  night  on 
the  town? 

I would  say,  dinner  and  a movie  at  home. 


If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it  - 
email 

thevoice@wes0eld.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Start  of  construction  on  ‘University  Hall’  affects  residents  of  Lammers  Hall 


Joshua  Clark 
Voice  Reporter 

Coinciding  with  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Spring  2012  semes- 
ter was  the  beginning  of  a new 
chapter  for  Residential  Life  here 
at  Westfield  State  University. 
The  first  stage  of  construction  of 
‘University  Hall’  has  started  and 
is  off  to  a steady  start. 

The  first  stage  has  seen 
the  removal  of  trees  that  line  the 
northwestern  part  of  campus, 
with  part  of  Ely  Road  removed 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  new 
building. 

The  hall,  which  will  be 
primarily  apartment-style  hous- 
ing, will  be  split  into  two  wings, 
much  like  New  Hall.  Both  wings 
will  have  suites  that  will  have  a 
maximum  of  six  beds. 

The  first  floor  will  include 
the  laundry  facilities,  the  master 
common  room,  the  Residence 
Director  office  and  apartment, 
and  other  common  residence 
hall  amenities  that  students 
have  come  to  enjoy.  This  hall 
will  have  a courtyard  that  will 
be  facing  Ely  Road  and  the  tree 
belt,  and  a small  parking  lot  in 
between  the  hall  and  the  Ely  Li- 
brary/Campus Center. 

Students  are  generally  ex- 
cited about  the  process,  saying 
that  the  variety  in  housing  on 
campus  is  great  for  students. 

“I  think  the  variety  is 
good,  if  you’re  looking  for  a sin- 
gle, you  can  find  one,  if  you’re 
looking  for  a quad,  you  can  find 
one,”  says  Daniel  R.  Shepard,  a 
first-year  Science  major,  “Hav- 
ing the  choice  is  great.” 

There  are,  however,  stu- 


changed over,  with  a sidewalk/ 
green  view  of  activities  going  on 
inside  the  gym  and  in  the  Cam- 
pus Center.  Now  when  using 
a treadmill,  students  can  look 
outside  at  people  playing  touch 
football,  or  wading  through  the 
lakes  that  form  on  the  green  dur- 
ing the  rain. 

The  bottom  floor  of  Cam- 
pus Center  will  have  a new 
entrance  that  will  go  into  the 
building  underneath  the  Li- 
brary, which  will  make  those 
areas  more  accessible  for  wheel- 
chairs. 

No  word  as  of  yet  as  to 
future  plans  of  the  space  in  New 
Hall  that  Dunkin  Donuts  will 
vacate.  Words  have  circulated 
pertaining  to  a possible  conve- 
nience store  but  nothing  official 
has  been  said. 

What  is  the  bright  side 
for  Lammers  residents  enduring 
the  construction  noises?  Gildea 
pointed  out  that  if  she  forgets 
to  set  her  alarm,  she  can  always 
count  on  the  reverse-warning 
beeps  to  wake  her  up  around  8 
AM. 


dents  that  are  not  excited  about 
the  construction  process  on 
campus.  The  one  group  of  stu- 
dents that  is  affected  negatively 
by  this  new  construction  is  the 
residents  of  Lammers  Hall,  most 
especially  the  students  whose 
room  windows  face  Ely  Road 
and  the  parking  lot. 

Not  only  is  the  parking  lot 
disabled,  causing  students  who 
utilize  that  space  to  find  other  ar- 
rangements, but  the  loud  trucks 
and  other  construction  noises 
are  causing  them  to  think  nega- 
tively about  this  new  hall  even 
before  the  first  nad  is  driven. 

Teal  Gildea,  a sophomore 
Elementary  Education  major, 
lives  in  Lammers  and  conve- 
niently has  a window  facing  the 
construction. 

“This  construction  in 


back  of  Lammers  is  making  the 
building  feel  like  it’s  going  to 
collapse,”  she  said. 

Some  students  feel  that 
the  trucks  cutting  down  trees, 
taking  up  pavement,  and  com- 
pleting other  tasks  is  causing  the 
building  to  shake  and  that  the 
construction  is  creating  a gen- 
eral annoyance  for  residents. 

The  Campus  Center  will 
also  be  undergoing  further  reno- 
vations. The  entire  bottom  floor 
will  be  redone,  with  a com- 
pletely new  Wellness  Center, 
a moved  Dunkin  Donuts,  new 
club  meeting,  areas  (including 
the  Student  Govermnent  Asso- 
ciation offices),  and  other  new 
features. 

The  new  Wellness  Center 
will  be  two  floors  instead  of  one 
floor  with  a new  entrance  on 


ground  level  by  Subway.  It  will 
feature  more  machines  and  will 
compete  with  the  Woodward 
Center  as  far  as  amount  of  ma- 
chines and  services  provided. 

The  building  itself  will  be 
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photo  by  Nicholas  Rexford 

The  Lammers  lot  is  closed,  forcing  residents  to  make  other  vehicle  arrangements. 


Valentine’s  Day 

Special  Events  @ the  DC 


ii:oo  a.m. 

Heart  Healthy  Lunch 

^ Pasta:  Whole  Wheat  Pasta  w/  Sauces 

# the  Island:  Roasted  Salmon 
Salad  & Vegetarian  Puninis 

^ Specialty:  Yogurt  Bar  w/  Cranberries, 
Raisins,  Shredded  Coconut,  & Granola 

# PUtm:  Margherita  Pvaa-w/  Whole 
UTieat  Crust 


Giant  Valentine 


Share  your  Valentine’s  Day  wishes  with  all 
those  you  care  about  while  remembering 
to  be  environmentally  fiientOy  towards 
our  planet. 


4:30  p.m. 

Chocolate  Fountain 

What  to  dip?  Pretzel  Rods,  Pineapple 
Chunks,  Giant  Marshmallows,  and  more! 


The  festivities  begin  at  11 
end  only  once  the  chocolate 
(or  8 p.m,,  whichever 
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Campus 


D.C.  holds  student  burger  eating  contest 


Dozens  of  students  and 
staff  members  gathered  in  West- 
field  State’s  Dining  Commons 
last  Thursday  night  to  watch  12 
WSU  students  attempt  to  eat  a 
five  pound  burger  in  the  first 
ever  Student  vs.  Food  Contest 
at  Westfield’s  D.C. 

The  students  were  given 
one  hour  to  eat  the  massive 
burger,  which  was  loaded  with 
cheese,  bacon,  lettuce  and  to- 
matoes and  was  held  together  by 
two  oversized  flatbread  buns. 

Junior  John  Vivas  won 
the  burger  contest,  coming  just 
a few  bites  away  from  finishing 


photo  by  twitter.com/wsufood  *he  monster  burger. 


Westfield  State  EMS  is  looking  for  volunteers! 

Who  they  are;  Westfield  State  EMS  is  an  all-volunteer,  student-run  organization 
that  provides  emergency  medical  care  to  the  university. 

What  do  you  need  to  join?  No  certifications  are  required  to  get  involved.  There 
are  many  ways  to  help  out,  and  they  will  train  you  to  work  shifts  if  you  want! 

Why  join?  Westfield  State  EMS  is  a great  way  to  give  back  to  the  community, 
make  new  friends,  and  gain  real  world  experience.  This  organization  is  a great 
resume  builder  for  all  majors! 

How  to  get  involved:  The  meetings  are  every  Thursday  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Wilson 
Hall  Auditorium  B.  All  are  welcome!  You  can  also  contact  them  at: 
ems@westfield  jna  .edu . 


Editor’s » 
Desk 


This  is  prbably  one  of  my  favorite  issues  that  we’ve 
ever  done.  And  that  isn’t  me  patting  myself  on  the  back, 
because  there  is  no  way  I could  even  think  about  put- 
ting out  something  this  great  if  it  wasn’t  for  every  single 
person  involved. 

Though  there  isn’t  much,  this  is  the  Valentine’s  Day  edi- 
tion. It  stinks  that  it’s  on  a Tuesday  this  year  - I know 
Rob  and  I won’t  be  doing  anything.  I wish  I could  write 
what  I got  him!  But  then  it’d  give  the  surprise  away. 
Here,  I will  pat  myself  on  the  back,  because  my  present 
is  pretty  hilarious. 

But  back  to  newspaper  matters  - we  are  finally  (and  def- 
initely) getting  an  online  edition!  The  finances  are  be- 
ing worked  out  but  it  should  only  be  two  or  three  more 
weeks  until  you  can  all  access  the  newspaper  right  on 
your  laptops.  We  all  can’t  wait! 

Well,  I hope  you  all  have  a lovely  Valentine’s  Day! 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 
sfahey 5744 @ westfield  .ma  .edu 


“I  don’t  have  time  to 
work  out.” 

“The  gym  takes  up  too 
much  time.” 

“I’m  just  not  good  at 
exercise  and  even  if  I could 
I wouldn’t  know  where  to 
start.” 

Do  any  of  these  excuses 
sound  familiar?  Whatever  the 
reasons  are  that  people  make 
when  it  comes  to  exercise, 
many  of  them  come  down  to 
the  same  thing:  procrastina- 
tion. Everyone  procrastinates 
to  some  degree,  especially 
when  it  comes  to  sticking  to  a 
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regular  exercise  program  none- 
theless getting  started  on  one. 

So,  what  can  you  do 
if  you  want  to  stop  procras- 
tinating and  make  exercise 
a healthy  habit?  Change  the 
way  you  think  about  fitness! 
Many  of  the  following  traits 
are  shared  by  procrastinators 
alike.  If  these  sound  like  they 
apply  to  you  read  the  solution 
tips  below  each  scenario  for  a 
jump  start  into  a new  mindset. 

“What  if  I do  something 
wrong?”,  “what  if  people  look 
at  me?”,  “What  if  I drop  the 
weights?” 


There  is  a solution  to 
that.  Try  to  identify  what’s  be- 
hind your  fear  of  failure.  Then 
when  the  “what  ifs”  creep  in 
ask  yourself  to  think  logically 
about  the  situation  and  to  let  it 
play  out  in  your  head  before  it 
happens. 

Everyone  who  goes  to 
the  gym  is  there  for  the  same 
reasons,  to  better  their  health 
in  a multitude  of  ways  and  for 
various  reasons.  You  probably 
aren’t  the  only  one  feeling  self- 
conscious.  By  forcing  yourself 
to  answer  these  kinds  of  ques- 
tions, you  will  likely  realize 


that  your  fear  is  not  that  big  a 
deal. 

The  wishful  thinker  rec- 
ognizes they  are  at  point  A and 
knows  they  want  to  be  at  point 
B but  the  problem  is  a discon- 
nect between  the  two.  Learn- 
ing how  to  set  SMART  goals 
(specific,  measurable,  attain- 
able, reasonable,  timely)  will 
aid  in  mapping  out  a way  to 
get  from  A to  B.  Try  hiring  a 
personal  trainer  to  keep  you  on 
track,  and  design  an  exercise 
plan  that  focuses  attention  on 
the  daily  steps  you  must  take  to 
reach  your  specific  goal. 


The  “all-or-nothing”  atti- 
tude regarding  exercise  can  ac- 
tually be  self-limiting.  Life  is 
messy  and  can  be  disorganized 
despite  all  our  plans  and  goals. 
By  creating  back  up  plans,  or 
being  flexible  you  will  be  able 
to  engrain  physical  activity 
into  your  everyday  life,  rather 
than  making  it  some  big  event. 

Regardless  of  your  ex- 
ercise attitude,  planning  ahead 
and  understanding  your  mo- 
tivations for  exercising  will 
help  you  to  adhere  to  a plan  of 
physical  activity  and  to  be  suc- 
cessful! 
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Identical  Films  crew  submitting  ‘Noah’  to  numerous  film  festivals 


photo  by  Identical  Films 

Aspiring  actor  Andy  Jasmin  (left)  starred  as  Noah  in  the  fihn. 


■ continued  from  pg  1 

minutes  long,  and  the  team 
spent  months  cutting  it  down 
to  its  final  time  of  one  hour  and 
forty-five  minutes. 

Approximately  50  actors 
and  actresses  were  used  in  the 
film  including  Andy  Jasmin 
who  starred  as  Noah.  Along 
with  producing  “Noah,”  James 
also  played  a roll  acting  in  the 
film. 

“Noah”  was  shot  entirely 
in  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 

“We  shot  in  Boston, 
Waltham-our  home  town, 
Framingham,  Stowe,  Maynard, 
Dalton,  Beckett  and  Welles- 
ley,” James  said.  “We  spent 
five  days  in  a house  we  rented 
in  Dalton  with  some  of  the  cast, 
an  hour  north  of  Westfield,  and 
shot  for  about  12  to  15  hours 
each  day. 

“Many  of  the  beautiful 
exterior  wooded  shots  were 
done  in  the  Assabet  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  in  Stowe, 
Maynard  and  Hudson  as  well 


as  Callaghan  Park  in  Framing- 
ham,” James  continued. 

Identical  Films  used  all 
their  own  equipment  to  create 
the  film  including  a Cannon 
high  definition  camera  to  shoot 
the  entire  film  digitally,  high 
quality  lighting  and  micro- 
phones and  Final  Cut  Pro  on  a 


MacBook  Pro. 

The  crew  said  they  spent 
a lot  of  their  budget  purchasing 
memory  cards  and  hard  drives 
for  their  files  and  backup  cop- 
ies. 

“It  was  an  invaluable 
learning  experience  every  day,” 
said  Anthony  in  regards  to  cre- 


ating an  independent  film.  “But 
it  did  get  overwhelming  and 
exhausting  at  times.” 

“Noah”  had  its  premier 
screening  at  the  Belmont  Stu- 
dio Cinema  on  January  5th  and 
the  team  is  hoping  to  screen 
the  film  at  other  Massachusetts 
colleges  and  universities  in  the 


near  future. 

Anthony,  James  and  An- 
drew are  also  planning  to  sub- 
mit “Noah”  into  multiple  local 
and  global  independent  film 
festivals  including  the  Sun- 
dance Film  Festival. 

“This  production  has  giv- 
en us  so  much  confidence  and 
experience  for  future  projects,” 
Anthony  said. 

James  said  that  both  he 
and  Anthony  want  careers  in 
filmmaking  and  plan  to  spend 
the  rest  of  their  lives  making 
films. 

“We  are  both  total  film 
geeks  and  this  is  something 
that  we  both  have  an  extreme 
passion  for,”  James  said. 
“Founding  Identical  Films  was 
very  important  to  us  because 
it  shows  how  serious  we  are 
about  filmmaking  and  our  total 
devotion  to  our  projects.” 

People  interested  in  find- 
ing out  more  information  about 
“Noah”  or  Identical  Films  can 
visit  www.identicalfilms.com 
or  www.facebook.coni/noah- 
movie. 
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Importance  of  Mitt  Romney’s  tax  returns  being  overstated 


photo  by  politico.com 

Mitt  Romney  has  underplayed  the  importance  of  his  taxes  throughout  the  campaign. 


Joshua  Clark 
Voice  Reporter 


It  is  now  in  the  news  that 
Mitt  Romney  effectively  paid  a 
13.9%  tax  rate  for  income  that 
he  received  in  2009  and  2010. 
He  received  in  those  two  years 
about  $41  million. 

This  income,  I use  that 
word  loosely,  was  not  procured 
from  being  a hot  shot  executive 
at  a Fortune  500  company,  or 
being  an  oil  executive  gouging 
the  prices  of  gasoline.  No. 

Romney’s  wealth  derives 
from  investments  that  he  made 
during  his  time  at  Bain  Capital, 
a company  that  he  led  from  its 
creation  to  about  the  time  that 
he  ran  for  U.S.  Senate  against 
the  late  Ted  Kennedy  in  1994. 

“He  did  so  well  on  his  in- 
vestments,” said  Joel  McAuliffe, 
internet  blogger  associated  with 
The  McAuliffe  Report,  “that  if 
you  take  the  combined  wealth  of 
the  past  eight  presidents  includ- 
ing Obama,  multiplied  it  by  two, 
you’d  still  have  less  than  Rom- 
ney’s wealth.” 

It  is  sickening  to  hear  the 
people  complain  that  Romney  is 


out  of  touch  with  the  common 
people.  This  is  false.  Romney  is 
in  touch  with  them,  just  in  a dif- 
ferent way. 

Romney,  as  the  leader  of 
Bain  Capital,  invested  in  com- 
panies that  would  serve,  and 
continues  to  serve,  the  common 
people  in  many  ways.  One  of 
the  companies  that  Romney  in- 
vested in  was  Staples. 

We  know  Staples  as  virtu- 
ally the  leader  in  office  supplies 


and  equipment  but  back  in  the 
1980’s  when  it  was  starting  out, 
it  was  fledging  and  Romney’s 
investment  helped  it  get  back  on 
its  feet  and  topple  Office  Max 
and  Office  Depot  off  the  office 
supply  pedestal. 

As  a presidential  can- 
didate, Romney  is  the  front- 
runner. Yes,  Newt  Gingrich  has 
had  several  resurgences  in  the 
last  few  months,  bringing  his 
campaign  from  near-death  to 


very  lively  in  a quick  amount  of 
time.  But  the  only  downturn  the 
Romney  campaign  has  faced  is 
the  loss  of  the  South  Carolina 
primary.  (In  my  opinion,  Rom- 
ney’s Iowa  Caucus  win  by  eight 
points,  or  loss  by  thirty,  is  too 
close  to  call.) 

His  campaign  tactics  can 
be  considered  by  some  to  be  a 
little  dirty,  or  a little  unneces- 
sary, but  the  only  threat  to  his 
campaign  is  Newt  Gingrich. 


Think  about  it. 

Gingrich  has  had  three 
marriages  and  was  kicked  out 
by  the  Republican  establishment 
in  Congress  for  ethics  violations 
during  his  tenure  as  Speaker  of 
the  House.  A position,  I might 
add,  he  procured  after  kicking 
somebody  else  out  for  ethics 
violations. 

Do  we  want  a man  who 
has  had  past  ethics  violations  as 
president?  (Nixon  and  Clinton 
don’t  count,  folks,  they  were  al- 
ready in  office  when  they  were 
unethical).  The  answer  is  no. 
And  the  better  question  is  do 
we  want  a man  who  has  success 
making  investments,  running 
companies,  and  balancing  bud- 
gets as  the  president?  Hopefully 
you  say  yes. 

My  point  is  the  tax  returns 
are  a help  to  Romney  because 
they  show  that  he’s  had  suc- 
cesses as  a businessman  in  the 
past  and  the  investments  that  he 
made  during  that  time  are  still 
paying  off. 

Clearly  that  means  that  the 
investments  he’ll  make  during 
his  administration  will  pay  off 
for  years  after  he’s  out  of  office. 

I smell  a golden  era  for 
America  in  the  coming  years. 


Plenty  of  opportunities  to  intern  and  make  connections  in  Washington  D.C. 


Alex  Myers 
Washington 
Correspondent 

Hello  again  Westfield! 

I hope  some  people  read 
my  Washington  Report  last 
week  or  found  it  interesting/ 
useful.  I’m  not  writing  it  just  for 
my  own  pleasure  and  because  I 
want  to  be  involved  in  the  pa- 
per, but  for  anyone  who  might 
be  interested  in  coming  to  D.C. 

It’s  amazing  the  types  of 
connections  and  friendships  you 
make.  I attended  a Super  Bowl 
party  at  my  work  last  weekend 
and  met  two  reporters  from  the 
Washington  Post. 


I may  never  see  them 
again  while  I’m  here,  but  if  I 
were  to  come  back  and  wanted 
a job  there  it  would  be  good  to 
know  their  names. 

There’s  not  much  else 
new  going  on  with  me.  I’m  still 
aggregating,  writing,  and  enjoy- 
ing my  time  here.  I started  my 
class  on  Monday  - it’s  pretty 
awesome. 

It’s  called  Mass  Media 
and  Politics.  We  do  all  of  our 
assignments  in  class  and  we 
are  learning  how  to  write  on  a 
deadline. 

The  only  problem  with 
the  class  is  that  I have  to  travel 
for  it  - it’s  not  at  the  RAF  (Resi- 
dential and  Academic  Facility) 


where  I stay.  And  the  trouble 
with  traveling  is  that  it’s  very 
expensive. 

I think  I’ve  spent  $80  on 
the  metro  alone  since  I’ve  been 
here,  so  in  three  weeks.  Not  to 
discourage  anyone  but  it  is  re- 
ally expensive  so  it’s  something 
to  be  prepared  for. 

So  aside  from  that,  there’s 
not  much  else  I can  say  about 
what  I have  been  doing,  but  I 
thought  it  might  be  interesting 
to  get  an  idea  of  what  someone 
else’s  job  is  like,  outside  of  my 
field. 

My  roommate  Hannah 
works  for  Georgetown  Law 
Center  Criminal  Justice  Clinic 
as  an  Intern  Investigator.  She 


goes  out  in  the  field  on  a daily 
basis  and  investigates  a law- 
yer’s defense  case. 

“Meeting  the  clients  and 
hearing  their  stories  is  my  fa- 
vorite part  because  I think  a lot 
of  them  are  misunderstood,” 
she  said. 

Hannah  had  the  choice  of 
two  internships  and  she  chose 
this  one  because  of  the  hands- 
on  experience.  She  wants  to  go 
to  law  school  in  the  future  and 
believes  this  is  a good  step  to 
getting  there. 

My  friend  MaKayla  in- 
terns with  Kourtesis  Law  Firm 
as  a law  clerk. 

It  is  a criminal  defense 
law  firm  and  she  spends  her 


days  calling  clients,  visiting 
courthouses,  and  will  eventu- 
ally go  to  the  prison. 

She’s  the  only  intern  so 
she  does  everything  and  loves 
being  the  right  hand  woman 
on  the  projects  that  her  lawyer 
needs. 

This  is  an  extremely  short 
run-down  of  what  these  two  do, 
but  it  sort  of  gives  an  idea  of 
what  other  kinds  of  experienc- 
es you  can  have  while  you’re 
here. 

There  is  so  much  to  do 
and  so  many  places  you  can 
work,  it  literally  never  gets  old. 

I’d  love  to  hear  from  you 
guys!  Send  me  an  email  at  amy- 
ers9330@  Westfield. ma  .edu . 
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Competency  and  Conservatism:  Obama’s  war  on  religion 
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Obamacare  requires  employers  to  cover  contraception  costs  - something  that  the 
CathoUc  Church  is  strongly  opposed  to. 


Brady  Kerr 
Voice  Reporter 

The  Obama  administra- 
tion is  becoming  increasingly 
intolerant  of  religious  institu- 
tions, most  notably  the  Catholic 
Church.  The  Obama  health  care 
law  requires  all  Americans  to 
purchase  health  insurance. 

Under  the  law,  employ- 
ers that  provide  insurance  to 
their  employees  must  purchase 
coverage  for  contraceptives 
and  sterilization.  However,  it 
should  be  noted  that  the  Catho- 
lic Church  does  not  believe  in 
the  use  of  contraceptives. 

Churches  have  been  ex- 
cused from  the  mandate.  Hospi- 
tals, schools,  and  organizations 
under  the  Church  are  not.  The 
controversy  is  most  vibrant  over 
hospitals  that  do  not  think  they 
should  have  to  pay  for  some- 
thing that  by  their  religious 
definition  is  immoral. 

The  administration  has 
stated  that  their  goal  is  to  make 
sure  women  have  access  to  con- 
traception. While  this  goal  is 
admirable  to  most  Americans,  it 
strikes  at  the  very  heart  of  oth- 
ers. 

We  live  in  an  America  that 
allows  for  religious  freedom,  if 
you  don’t  believe  me,  read  the 
First  Amendment  to  the  United 
States  Constitution.  “Congress 
shall  make  no  law  respecting 
an  establishment  of  religion, 
or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof;  or  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  speech,  or  of  the  press; 
or  the  right  of  the  people  peace- 
ably to  assemble,  and  to  petition 
the  Government  for  a redress  of 
grievances.” 

The  First  Amendment  is 
read  in  the  broadest  of  terms. 
Congress  cannot  for  any  reason 
favor  one  religion  over  another. 
They  are  also  not  allowed  to 
interfere  in  its  practice,  laws 
that  have  stood  in  the  way  of 
religious  expression  have  been 
struck  down  by  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court. 

In  the  landmark  case. 


Wisconsin  v.  Yoder,  the  court 
said  that  compulsive  educa- 
tional standards  could  not  be 
enforced  due  to  religious  differ- 
ence of  the  Amish  faith. 

Chief  Justice  Burger  set 
the  bar  for  such  cases;  “The 
Amish  have  a legitimate  rea- 
son for  removing  their  children 
from  school,  prior  to  attending 
high  school.  The  quahties  em- 
phasized by  higher  education 
are  contrary  to  Amish  values.” 

In  another  important  case, 
Sherbert  v.  Vemer,  the  Supreme 
Court  said  that  a Seventh  Day 
Adventist,  who  was  fired  for  her 
refusal  to  work  on  the  Sabbath, 
could  not  be  denied  unemploy- 
ment benefits. 

While  the  court  also  stat- 
ed that  there  are  not  constitu- 
tional right  to  these  benefits,  her 
application  could  not  be  denied 
because  of  a religious  belief. 

The  Obama  Administra- 
tion has  the  power  to  exempt 
institutions  with  religious  ob- 
jections to  the  health  care  law. 
Instead  they  chose  to  infringe 
upon  the  rights  of  certain  Amer- 
icans. 

I find  it  absolutely  dis- 
gusting that  Catholic  institu- 
tions will  be  forced  to  provide 
their  employees  with  paid  for 
contraceptive  care,  especially  if 
it  violates  their  religion. 

The  Guttmacher  Institute 
says  that  9 out  of  10  company 
insurance  policies  pay  for  con- 
traceptives. It’s  not  like  people 
won’t  be  able  to  get  contracep- 
tives, I’m  sure  other  avenues 
can  be  explored  with  a high  rate 
of  success. 

Where  does  the  govern- 
ment end?  I believe  in  a gov- 


ernment that  works  to  make  the 
lives  of  its  people  better.  And  I 
completely  agree  that  if  people 
have  better  access  to  the  means 
to  prevent  pregnancy,  that  it 
makes  our  country  more  effi- 
cient. 

Studies  show  that  there 
are  two  steps  a person  can  take 
that  dramatically  decrease  their 
likelihood  of  becoming  impov- 
erished; graduating  form  high 
school,  and  getting  married  be- 
fore having  children.  The  Cath- 
olic Church  sees  contraceptives 
as  unnatural;  their  belief  in  fam- 
ily values  is  part  of  that.  Pov- 
erty rates  have  increased  and 
government’s  role  in  providing 
for  its  people  has  magnified. 

The  framers  of  our  con- 


stitution would  not  recognize 
America  today,  and  that’s  not 
necessarily  a bad  thing.  How- 
ever, I don’t  think  that  govern- 
ment mandates  to  buy  health 
insurance  are  entirely  constitu- 
tional; especially  in  cases  that 
involve  government  involve- 
ment in  how  people  choose  to 
practice  their  religion. 

The  Obama  Administra- 
tions outright  denial  to  stand 
up  for  the  rights  of  all  Ameri- 
cans is  disturbing.  Whether  you 
agree  with  the  Catholic  Church 
or  not,  it  is  their  right  to  believe 
in  whatever  they  choose. 

The  First  Amendment 
states  in  clear  form,  that  gov- 
ernment shall  not  disrupt  the 
practices  of  a religion.  The  ab- 


solute failure  to  uphold  beliefs 
of  members  of  this  nation  is 
entirely  wrong.  This  nation  was 
founded  on  the  ideals  of  reli- 
gious freedom. 

These  ideals  alone  made 
America  the  melting  pot  it  is 
today.  This  uniquely  American 
feature  of  government  must  be 
upheld;  the  sanctity  of  ones  re- 
ligious beliefs  cannot  be  pushed 
aside  because  of  mere  inconve- 
nience. 

President  Obama  chose 
not  to  grant  exception  to  reli- 
gious institutions.  This  spumed 
a controversy  of  all  proportions, 
driven  by  a sensational  media 
and  politicians  looking  to  capi- 
talize on  the  issue. 

The  President  alone  had 
the  power  to  do  the  right  thing, 
in  turn  deescalating  a high  pitch 
battle.  His  actions  while  I be- 
lieve are  an  attempt  to  motivate 
his  flailing  left  wing  base,  have 
started  a war  that  should  never 
had  begun. 

We  need  leadership;  we 
also  need  the  reassurance  of 
our  faith.  It  is  what  grants  us  an 
exception  from  the  rest  of  the 
world. 


Get  your  opinion  heard  by  following  these  simple  steps; 

- Type  your  feelings  into  Microsoft  Word. 

- Save  it. 

- Open  your  email. 

- Enter  thevoice@westfieldma.edu  into  the  “to”  space. 

- Attach  said  feelings. 

- Click  send. 

WeTl  do  the  rest!  It’s  that  simple! 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Ramblings  from  a Noninterventionist 

By:  Rob  Donoghue  Managing  Editor 


The  date  is  March  1st, 

2013. 

It’s  a little  over  a month 
into  the  presidency  of  Newt 
Gingrich  and  thousands  of  jani- 
tors have  Joined  Monster.com 
following  the  passage  of  Presi- 
dent Gingrich’s  Teenage  Janito- 
rial Workforce  Act  (TJWA). 

Gingrich  portrays  the  law 
as  a great  success:  for  every 
janitor  lost,  three  or  four  teen- 
agers now  have  the  opportunity 
to  work  with  floor  waxing  ma- 
chines, portable  air  scrubbers, 
dry  ice  blasters  and  completely 
safe  chemical  cleaners. 

Inner-city  thirteen-year- 
olds  can  now  focus  their  after- 
school time  on  something  that 
will  help  them  attain  future  suc- 
cess; cleaning  toilets. 

Who  needs  to  do  home- 
work or  participate  in  after- 
school activities  when  these 
kids  can  start  working  at  such  a 
young  age? 

Gingrich  denies  the  new- 
ly out-of-work  janitors  food 
stamps  (he’s  considering  elimi- 
nating the  entire  program)  but 
says  these  janitors  have  a new 
calling  in  society:  citizen  re- 
view boards. 

President  Gingrich  the 
historian  tells  Americans  that  to 
relieve  the  nostalgia  and  glory  of 
past  American  successes,  thou- 
sands of  local  citizen  reviews 
boards  - similar  to  those  used 
during  World  War  II  and  in  the 
early  19()0s  to  determine  film 
censorship  judgments  - will  be 
established  to  fix  the  illegal  im- 
migration problem  overtaking 
the  U.S. 

While  they’ll  be  out  of  a 
job  and  have  no  significant  in- 
come, these  janitors  will  honor- 
ably volunteer  and  serve  the  na- 
tion determining  which  illegal 
immigrants  should  be  allowed 


to  stay  in  the  country  and  which 
illegal  aliens  will  be  sent  back 
to  their  home  nation. 

According  to  President 
Gingrich,  a grandmother  who’s 
been  in  the  U.S.  for  25  years, 
attends  church  and  has  become 
an  integral  member  of  the  local 
community  will  not  be  forced  to 
pack  up  and  leave. 

But  the  decision  of  which 
illegal  grandmothers  will  be 
kicked  out  of  the  country  and 
which  grandmothers  can  stay 
will  fall  on  the  shoulders  of  job- 
less janitors...  interesting  con- 
cept... 

For  those  who  missed 
it,  Mitt  Romney  surprisingly 
decided  to  drop  out  of  the  Re- 
publican primary  race  back  in 
March  2012  and  throw  his  full 
support  behind  Gingrich. " 

He  decided  the  Repub- 
lican Party  deserved  a good, 
honest  and  faithful  conservative 
who  represented  the  true  values 
of  the  Republican  Party. 

Another  reason  behind 
the  shocking  turn  of  events  was 
Romney’s  realization  that  the 
capital  gains  tax  would  be  elim- 
inated and  his  income  would  be 
virtually  tax-free  under  Presi- 
dent Gingrich’s  new  tax  policy. 

Flash  forward  to  last  No- 
vember and  Romney  was  the 
name  running  under  Gingrich’s 
on  the  ballot. 

Anyway,  Vice  President 
Romney  helped  Gingrich  devise 
the  plan  by  creating  a system 
that  weeded  illegal  aliens  out  of 
being  able  to  find  a job. 

Anyone  applying  for  a 
job  now  needs  to  have  a license 
obtained  through  INS  proving 
they’re  an  American  citizen  and 
any  employer  found  hiring  an 
illegal  immigrant  faces  up  25 
years  in  prison  per  immigrant. 

By  giving  illegal  immi- 


grants no  hope  of  finding  a job 
they’ll  be  forced  to  appear  in 
front  of  Gingrich’s  citizen  re- 
view boards. 

When  Gingrich  signed  the 
Illegal  Immigrant  Citizen  Re- 
view Board  Act  (IICRBA)  into 
law  on  February  24th,  he  laugh- 
ingly claimed  that  half  of  the 
janitors  on  the  review  boards 
might  have  to  kick  themselves 
out  of  the  country... 

No,  that’s  not  racist,  just 
like  how  titling  Barack  Obama 
the  “Food  Stamp  President” 
during  the  2012  campaign  sea- 
son and  alluding  to  the  fact 
that  he  was  allowing  African- 
Americans  to  excessively  use 
the  program  (despite  the  fact 
that  the  majority  of  food  stamp 
recipients  were  white)  wasn’t 
racist  either. . . 

Gingrich  the  historian, 
politician  and  world  leader  de- 
feated Obama  in  the  2012  elec- 
tion after  viciously  calling  out 
the  liberal  media  and  personally 
attacking  every  moderator  that 
oversaw  a debate  between  the 
two  candidates. 

Gingrich  showed  his  in- 
nate ability  to  deflect  any  and 
all  criticism  and  managed  to 
blame  Obama  for  every  bad 
event  that  occurred  in  America 
over  the  last  25  years  (Newt  is  a 
historian  of  course  so  he  knows 
best  what  really  happened). 

In  an  upset  for  the  ages, 
Gingrich  was  able  to  out-orate 
(is  that  a real  term?)  Obama  and 
convince  the  American  people 
that  he  was  the  right  man  to 
bring  Ronald  Reagan  back  from 
the  dead...  I mean  fix  Ameri- 
ca... 

TJWA  and  IICRBA  were 
two  of  Gingrich’s  first  policy 
acts  as  president  but  as  we  speak 
he’s  working  to  repeal  Dodd- 
Frank,  “Obamacare”  (PPACA), 


Sarbanes-Oxley  and  the  entire 
food  stamp  program. 

Other  policy  changes 
President  Gingrich  hopes  to  im- 
plement include  the  elimination 
of  the  National  Ocean  Service 
and  the  Rural  Development 
Agency  along  with  the  entire 
Department  of  the  Interior  in 
order  to  cut  the  federal  deficit. . . 
oh,  and  also  to  expand  NASA’s 
budget  in  order  to  build  a colo- 
ny on  the  moon  (come  on,  ev- 
eryone knew  that  was  coming). 

The  next  law  Gingrich 
hopes  to  pass  through  Con- 
gress is  called  the  Promises 
I Made  Along  the  Campaign 
Trail  in  Every  Individual  State 
in  Order  to  Sound  Like  I Actu- 
ally Cared  About  That  State  Act 
(PIMATCTIEISIOTSLIACAT- 
SAfor  short). 

The  law  comprises  the  nu- 
merous promises  President  Gin- 
grich made  in  each  individual 
state  along  the  campaign  trail  in 
order  to  pull  at  the  heartstrings 
of  that  state’s  citizens. 


Improving  the  Port  of 
Charlestown  and  building  bet- 
ter highways  in  New  Hamp- 
shire are  just  two  of  the  many 
spending  initiatives  included  in 
PIMATCTIEISIOTSLIACAT- 
SA. 

By  April  1st,  Gingrich 
hopes  that  the  citizen  review 
boards  will  be  up  and  kicking 
illegal  immigrants  out  of  the 
country. 

He  also  hopes  that  under 
his  leadership  PIMATCrTIEISI- 
OTSLIACATSA  will  be  passed 
by  that  date. 

But  in  more  timely  news, 
an  important  meeting  will  take 
place  tomorrow,  March  2nd,  be- 
tween Gingrich  and  the  newly 
appointed  Secretary  of  Defense 
Herman  Cain  about  the  pos- 
sibility of  a U.S.  military  inva- 
sion of  Iran  over  the  next  few 
months... 

Thanks  as  always  for 
reading,  folks.  Signing  off  from 
Washington  D.C.,  this  has  been 
The  Donoghue  Report. 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a '^letter  to  the  editor'*  to: 

tbevoice@mstfield.  ma.  edu. 
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By  Matthew  Futiterleib 


Bill  RusseU  - Bom  Feb.  12,  1934 


Widely  regarded  as  the 
greatest  player  in  Boston 
Celtics  history.  Bill  Rus- 
sell led  the  team  to  eleven 
NBA  championships  in 
his  13  seasons.  He  was 
bom  in  Monroe,  Louisi- 
ana but  moved  to  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  in  his 
adolescence,  attending  the 
University  of  San  Fran- 
cisco where  he  led  the 
team  to  fifty-five  consecu- 
tive wins  and  two  NCAA 
titles  in  1955  and  1956. 
Russell  captained  the 
gold  medal-winning  1956 


U.S.  Olympic  Basketball 
squad  before  joining  the 
Celtics  later  in  the  year, 
foreshadowing  his  habit 
of  playing  tremendously 
successful,  team-oriented 
basketball.  A tenacious 
defensive  force,  Russell 
was  consistently  a league 
leader  in  rebounds  and 
blocked  shots  since  his 
rookie  year,  when  he  av- 
eraged 19.6  rebounds  and 
led  the  Celtics  to  an  NBA 
championship  win  against 
the  St.  Louis  Hawks. 
Along  with  leading  many 
big  wins  as  a player, 
Russell  replaced  Red  Au- 
erbach in  1966  as  player- 
coach  of  the  Celtics,  tak- 
ing complete  control  of 
the  team  on  the  court  and 
winning  two  more  NBA 
championships  in  three 
years  before  promptly 
retiring  as  the  greatest 
defensive  player  in  the 
game. 


St.  V-Day  Massacre  - Feb.  14, 1929 


One  of  the  most  sav- 
age examples  of  gang 
violence  and  murder  in 
American  history  oc- 
curred in  Chicago  on 
Valentine’s  Day  in  1929. 
At  an  abandoned  garage 
in  Chicago’s  North  Side, 
seven  men  working  for 
the  Moran  crime  family 
were  shot  full  of  ninety 
bullets  by  four  associ- 
ates of  rival  A1  Capone’s 
gang,  each  dressed  as 
Chicago  police  offi- 
cers. Both  gangs  were 
competing  in  the  illegal 


bootlegging  business 
during  the  Prohibition. 
Shockingly,  the  mur- 
ders took  place  in  broad 
daylight  around  10:30 
AM,  but  the  shooters 
managed  to  get  away 
thanks  to  careful  and 
elaborate  planning.  This 
successful  attempt  by 
Capone  to  distance  him- 
self from  competition  as 
the  leading  mob  boss  of 
Chicago  firmly  estab- 
lished his  family’s  rule 
of  organized  crime  for 
the  next  four  decades. 
However,  his  attempt  to 
lead  Chicago  as  its  lead 
distributor  of  liquor  may 
have  happened  too  late, 
because  Prohibition  was 
repealed  four  years  later. 
In  1967,  a movie  called 
The  St.  Valentine’s  Day 
Massacre,  starring  Jason 
Robards  as  A1  Capone, 
was  directed  by  Roger 
Coreman. 


facts  courtesy  of  biograpbyxom 


Ideas  to  stem  religious  feud  get  lost  in  translation 


London  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


The  Universal  Hunger  for  Lib- 
erty: Why  the  Clash  of  Civilizations 
is  Not  Inevitable,  written  by  Michael 
Novak,  claims  to  explain  how  Chris- 
tianity can  better  cooperate  with  Is- 
lam and  get  along  better  in  the  mod- 
em world. 

In  addition  he  goes  over  how 


democracy  in  general  can  become 
compatible  with  Islam  and  religion 
in  general.  If  this  is  what  Novak  set 
out  to  accomphsh,  then  he  took  many 
side  tracks  on  the  way. 

In  my  reading,  Islam  is  ignored 
for  most  of  the  book,  except  near  the 
beginning  and  at  the  end  of  the  book. 
Instead,  Novak  decides  to  defend 
capitahsm  heavily,  argue  conserva- 
tive viewpoints,  and  defend  Christi- 
anity. 

When  Novak  writes  of  Chris- 
tianity, he  seems  to  give  it  an  air  of 
superiority  over  Islam. 

When  writing  this  book,  it’s 
obvious  that  Novak  did  not  leave  his 
own  rehgious  views  behind  and  take 
an  objective  stance,  which  is  some- 
thing this  book  would  have  improved 
greatly  from. 

The  writing  is  clear  enough 


to  understand,  although  some  parts 
could  use  more  detailed  arguments. 

The  arguments  Novak  gives 
for  his  viewpoints  are  at  times  elfec- 
tive  and  at  times  fall  flat. 

There  is  plenty  of  evidence 
for  Novak’s  arguments  in  the  book, 
but  it  almost  seems  at  times  that  the 
evidence  he  chooses  to  share  is  over- 
whelmingly negated  by  evidence  for 
the  opposing  view. 

Surprisingly,  when  he  writes 
about  economics  he  writes  the  best. 
However,  I fail  to  see  why  the  couple 
of  chapters  on  the  subject  are  doing 
in  the  book. 

It  seems  as  though  when  No- 
vak was  writing  this  book  he  ran  out 
of  things  to  write  about  the  main  topic 
and  so  he  input  a mixture  of  conser- 
vative ideology  to  pad  the  book. 

4 out  of  10. 


Charles  M.  Schulz  - Died  Feb.  12, 2000 


The  cartoonist  best 
known  for  his  Peanuts 
comic  strip,  Charles 
Schulz  grew  to  love 
comics  as  a teenager  in 
Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota. Schulz  created  his 
first  comic  after  serving 
in  World  War  II,  titled 
Li’l  Folks.  Adapting 
the  idea  for  Charlie 
Brown  and  Snoopy  from 
a relationship  with  his 
childhood  pet,  Schulz 
published  his  comic 
strip  in  a local  paper 
and  was  quickly  picked 
up  by  a nationwide  syn- 
dicate in  1950,  which 
renamed  his  series 
Peanuts.  The  charac- 
ters from  his  comics 
became  iconic  in  Ameri- 
can pop  culture,  starring 
in  television  specials 
throughout  the  1960’s 
and  70’s  including  “A 
Charlie  Brown  Christ- 
mas” and  “You’re  a 


Good  Man,  Charlie 
Brown”.  The  success 
from  his  series  earned 
Schulz  over  $ 1 biUion  in 
profits  from  syndication 
and  Peanuts  products. 
Schulz  was  a dedicated 
artist  and  continued 
to  create  new  Peanuts 
comic  strips  from  1950 
to  1999,  when  he  was 
stricken  with  colon  can- 
cer. His  final  illustra- 
tions of  the  series  were 
published  a day  after  his 
death  on  February  13, 
2000. 
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A&E 

Charts 

Billboard  Top  10 

1 . Adele-  “Set  Fire  to  the 
Rain” 

2.  Kelly  Clarkson- 
“Stronger  (What  Doesn’t 
Kill  You)” 

3.  Rihanna-  “We  Found 
Love” 

4.  Flo  Rida- 
“Good  Feeling” 

5.  David  Guetta-  “Turn 
Me  On” 

6.  Bruno  Mars-  “It  Will 
Rain” 

7.  LMFAO-  “Sexy  and  I 
Know  It” 

8.  Jessie  J-  “Domino” 

9.  Katy  Perry-  “The  One 
That  Got  Away” 

10.  Tyga-  “Rack  City” 


Box  Office  Top  5 

1.  Chronicle  ($22M) 

2.  The  Woman  in  Black 
($20.9M) 

3.  The  Grey  ($9.3M) 

4.  Big  Miracle  ($7.8M) 

5.  Underworld: 
Awakening  ($5.5M) 


Billboard  Top  10  Albums 

1.  Adele- 27 

2.  Lana  Del  Rey-  Born  to 
Die 

3.  Leonard  Cohen-  Old 
Ideas 

4.  Various  Artists-  2012 
Grammy  Nominees 

5.  Kidz  Bop  21 

6.  Drake-  Take  Care 

7.  Tim  McGraw- 
Emotional  Traffic 

8.  Fred  Hammond-  God, 
Love  & Romance 

9.  LMFAO-  Sorry  for 
Party  Rocking 

10.  Rihanna-  Talk  That 
Talk 


Boston  rapper  Moufy  performs  at  Westfield  State 


Patrick  Donoghue 

Voice  Reporter 


Moments  before  Boston 
area  rapper  Moufy  took  the 
stage  in  Scanlon  Banquet  Hall 
last  Saturday  night  February 
4th,  there  was  a sense  of  excite- 
ment and  anxiousness  among 
the  crowd  of  roughly  400  West- 
field  State  students. 

Many  who  came  out  to  see 
the  rising  star  had  never  heard 
of  him  until  it  was  announced 
that  he  would  be  performing  at 
Westfield,  so  they  didn’t  really 
know  what  to  expect  during  the 
show. 

But  once  Moufy  came 
sprinting  out  onto  the  stage 
full  of  passion  and  energy,  he 
quickly  reassured  those  in  at- 
tendance that  they  were  in  the 
right  place. 


During  his  set,  Moufy 
performed  fan  favorites  such  as 
“Throw  My  3’s,”  “Twist  It  and 
Light  It”  and  “Boston  Lights.” 

In  addition  to  this,  he 
showed  a more  introspective 
and  deeper  side  on  tracks  like 
“Humble  Season,”  a remix  to 
DJ  Kahled’s  “I’m  On  One,” 
where  he  discusses  how  his  ris- 
ing fame  has  changed  his  life 
and  the  lives  of  those  around 
him. 

All  of  this  added  up  to 
a spectacular  performance,  as 
Moufy  and  the  crowd  fed  off  of 
each  other’s  energy  and  there 
was  not  a dull  moment  through- 
out the  show. 

Westfield  students  should 
be  on  the  lookout  for  Moufy ’s 
next  project  as  he  looks  to 
continue  to  be  successful  on 
his  quest  toward  becoming  a 
household  name  in  the  world  of 
hip-hop. 


photo  by  Priscilla  Aguilar 
Westfield  student  Patrick  Donoghue  poses  with  Boston 
rapper  Moufy  following  his  concert  last  Saturday  night. 


Burroughs  and  Kerouac  team  up  for  long-awaited  novel 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


In  2008,  a surprise  came 
to  the  literary  world  when  the 
infamous  collaboration  be- 
tween Beat  writers  Jack  Ker- 
ouac and  William  S.  Burroughs 
was  finally  published. 

Written  in  1945,  the  nov- 
el was  not  released  for  many 
years  due  to  the  wishes  of  Lu- 
cien  Carr,  one  of  the  stories’ 
main  characters. 

And  the  Hippos  Were 
Boiled  in  Their  Tanks  is  based 
on  the  true  story  of  David  Kam- 
merer’s  murder  perpetrated  by 
Lucian  Carr.  Kerouac  and  Bur- 
roughs changed  the  names  of 
those  involved,  including  their 
own,  but  the  book  remained 
unpublished  until  a few  years 
ago. 

The  novel  consists  of 
chapters  alternating  between 
Mike  Ryko’s  (Kerouac)  and 


William  Denison’s  (Bur- 
roughs) point  of  view,  making 
the  story  move  along  at  an  in- 
teresting pace. 

I am  a huge  fan  of  the 
Beat  writers  and  have  been  a 
Kerouac  fan  since  high  school. 

However,  I found  Bur- 
roughs’ chapters  to  be  better 
written  and  more  developed 
than  Kerouac’s  chapters. 

This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
Kerouac  had  not  yet  developed 
his  stream-of-consciousness, 
fluid  style  of  writing  yet. 

It  was  written  under  the 
pseudonyms  John  Kerouac  and 
William  Lee.  This  book  was 
written  years  before  both  au- 
thors were  to  become  famous 
and  is  a real  treat  to  read. 

And  the  Hippos  Were 
Boiled  in  Their  Tanks  is  set  in 
New  York’s  Greenwich  Village 
at  the  tail  endofWWII. 

Written  in  the  form  of  a 
mystery  novel,  the  action  takes 
place  in  and  around  New  York 
at  a time  where  bars  were  con- 


stantly open  and  people  didn’t 
seem  to  have  a care  in  the 
world. 

Mike  Ryko  is  a young, 
lazy  man  that  is  in  the  mer- 
chant marine  and  lives  with  his 
friend  Carr. 

They  are  friends  with 
Dennison,  a man  older  and 
wiser  than  they,  but  still  at- 
tracted to  the  carefree,  drug 
and  alcohol  lifestyle  that  Ryko 
and  his  friends  partake  in. 

Kammerer  is  portrayed 
as  an  older,  gentle  gay  man 
that  is  obsessed  with  Carr’s 
character. 

The  novel  is  based  on 
facts  and  doesn’t  gloss  over  the 
details  of  the  murder,  although 
some  details  are  changed. 


such  as  the  murder  weapon  (a 
hatchet  in  the  novel,  a knife  in 
reality)  and  the  dumping  of  the 
body  (from  the  roof  of  a build- 
ing in  the  novel,  in  the  Hudson 
River  in  reality). 

However,  there  is  much 
more  to  the  novel  than  this. 
“And  The  Hippos  Were  Boiled 
In  Their  Tanks”  captures  the 
essence  of  the  early  Beats:  art, 
literature,  drugs,  alcohol,  and 
a laissez-faire  lifestyle  are  ex- 
plored and  discussed  through- 
out. 

If  you  are  a fan  of  mys- 
teries, the  Beat  generation,  or  a 
good,  quick  read.  And  the  Hip- 
pos Were  Boiled  in  Their  Tanks 
is  a solidly  written  work  that 
warrants  looking  at. 


Read  any  good  books  lately? 

Seen  any  interesting  movies? 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see  your  name  in  print! 
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Men’s  basketball  pulls  out  last  second  victory  over  MCLA 


photo  by  Mickey  Curtis 
Grant  Cooper  (32)  is  congratulated  by  Travis  Nally  (10) 
and  Scott  Gilmore  following  Westfield’s  dramatic  buzz- 
er beating  victory  over  MCLA. 


Matt  Jardin 

Voice  Reporter 


In  Uie  final  seconds  of 
Tuesday  night’s  game,  the  West- 
field  State  University  men’s 
basketball  team  beat  the  Massa- 
chusetts College  of  Liberal  Arts 
Blazers  69-68. 

Westfield  was  down  by 
five  late  in  the  game,  68-63,  but 
went  on  a 6-0  run  to  close  the 
game. 

Westfield’s  last  play  of 
the  game  was  meant  to  be  a high 
pick-and-roll  in  which  junior 
point  guard  Lee  Vazquez  would 
have  had  the  last  shot.  How- 
ever, Vazquez  was  caught  in  a 
trap  by  two  MCLA  defenders  so 
he  lobbed  the  ball  to  freshman 
Grant  Cooper. 

“I  didn’t  think  I had 
enough  time  so  I was  going  to 
put  up  a floater,  then  I saw  Matt 
open  down  low,”  said  Cooper. 

Cooper  passed  the  ball 
to  Matt  Devine  underneath  the 
basket  and  Devine  put  up  an 
easy  layup  that  put  Westfield  up 
by  one  with  only  three-tenths  of 
a second  left  for  MCLA  to  work 
with. 


“Coop  told  me  that  if 
he  got  the  ball  he  was  giving 
it  to  me  no  matter  what,”  said 
Devine. 

Cooper  was  the  leading 
scorer  for  Westfield.  He  put  up 
16  points  and  also  had  10  re- 
bounds, giving  him  a double- 
double. 

“I  have  been  working 
hard,  and  it  was  great  to  see  my 
hard  work  pay  off,”  said  Coo- 
per. Cooper  also  added  five  as- 
sists and  three  blocked  shots  in 
the  win. 

“It  was  the  best  game 
Coop  had  all  season,”  said 
Westfield  State  head  coach  Rich 
Sutter. 

Junior  center  Matt  Devine , 
who  leads  the  NCAA  Division 
in  in  blocked  shots,  also  scored 
16  points,  but  said  he  was  un- 
happy with  his  game. 

“I  honestly  didn’t  play 
that  well,”  Devine  said.  “My 
defense  wasn’t  very  good, 
and  I missed  a lot  of  my  free 
throws.” 

Devine  only  had  one 
block  in  the  game,  but  he  has 
been  averaging  five  a game  this 
season.  He  also  contributed  nine 
rebounds  and  seven  assists,  and 


in  the  end,  he  did  hit  the  game 
winner. 

Westfield  scored  the  last 
six  points  of  the  game  to  close 
out  the  win.  After  Travis  Nally 
hit  a three-pointer  that  brought 
Westfield  closer,  MCLA  would 
get  their  last  three  points  be- 
fore Westfield  got  three  straight 
buckets  to  win  by  one. 

MCLA  kept  Vazquez 
quite  for  the  whole  game.  He 
was  only  able  to  get  11  points, 
which  is  well  under  his  average 
of  222  per  game.  Vazquez  had 
five  steals,  but  gave  the  ball  up 
seven  times. 

He  wasn’t  the  only  one  on 
his  team  giving  the  ball  away 
though,  as  three  of  his  team- 
mates had  four  turnovers  e^ch. 

MCLA  racked  up  16  steal 
in  the  game,  most  of  which  came 
from  Tyrell  Mosley.  Chris  Har- 
ris led  MCLA  with  19  points, 
followed  by  Vernon  Cross  who 
had  14 

Westfield  has  not  been 
playing  their  best  basketball  as 
of  late  according  to  coach  Sut- 
ter. “We  have  definitely  been 
struggling  lately,”  said  coach 
Sutter,  “We  take  too  many  fouls, 
but  I think  we  showed  some  im- 


provement in  that  department 
tonight.” 

Westfield  had  20  personal 
fouls,  but  MCLA  only  hit  47.6 
percent  of  their  free  throws 
while  Westfield  hit  61 .5  percent 
of  theirs. 

Westfield  left  the  game 
with  a 14-9  record  (6-4  MAS- 
CAC  record)  on  the  season 
while  MCLA  feU  to  7-15  (4-5 


MASCAC  record). 

Westfield’s  next  game 
will  be  played  at  the  Woodward 
Center  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14th  vs. 
Framingham  State  at  7:30  p.m. 
It  will  be  the  Owls  final  home 
game  of  the  regular  season. 

Westfield  is  currently  in 
3rd  place  in  the  conference, 
right  behind  Bridgewater  and 
Salem  who  are  tied  for  first. 


Late  charge  not  enough  as  women’s  basketballs  falls  to  Bridgewater 


Tyler  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


Bridgewater  State’s  wom- 
en’s basketball  team  was  able  to 
secure  a key  MASCAC  victory 
with  a 72-67  win  over  Westfield 
State  in  the  first  game  of  a dou- 
bleheader for  Westfield’s  men’s 
and  women’s  basketball  teams 
against  Bridgewater  last  Satur- 
day afternoon. 

With  the  victory,  Bridge- 
water’s record  went  to  15-6  (8-1 
MASCAC  record)  while  the 
loss  by  the  Owls  brought  their 
record  to  an  even  11-11  (4-5 
MASCAC  record). 

Sophomore  guard  Jenna 
Williamson  led  Bridgewater 


with  a career-high  29  points  in 
the  game,  including  23  in  the 
second  half. 

The  game  was  close 
throughout  with  several  lead 
changes  between  the  teams,  and 
Westfield  possessed  an  eight- 
point  lead  early  in  the  second 
half. 

But  that  lead  evaporated 
quickly  after  Williamson  took 
over,  scoring  seven  straight 
points,  and  the  Bears  went  on  a 
13-0  run  to  take  a 55-50  lead. 

Westfield  trailed  by  a 
score  of  66-63  late  in  the  game 
but  scored  four  quick  points 
to  take  a 67-66  lead  with  just 
over  a minute  remaining  on  the 
clock. 

However,  Bridgewater 


once  again  contained  West- 
field’s strong  push,  and  went 
on  a 6-0  run  to  end  the  game  to 
take  the  72-67  victory. 

WSU  freshman  guard  Jen 
Ashton  had  another  strong  per- 
formance for  the  Owls  with  24 
points  (10  points  more  than  her 
team  leading  average  of  14.9 
points  per  game),  11  rebounds 
and  a game-high  five  steals  to 
lead  Westfield. 

Ashton  ranks  fourth  na- 
tionally in  the  NCAA  Division 
HI  in  steals  per  game  (4.7). 

Ashton  two  weeks  ago 
broke  the  school  record  for 
steals  in  a season  with  93,  a 
record  that  was  unmatched  for 
19  years,  held  by  Robyn  Wain- 
wright. 


photo  by  westfieldstateowlsxom 

Jen  Ashton  continued  her 
stellar  play  against  BSU. 

In  addition  to  Ashton,  the 
Owls  were  helped  out  by  fresh- 
man center  Gabby  Felix,  who 


had  14  points  and  seven  boards, 
and  Jenny  Bell,  who  had  10 
points,  seven  rebounds  and  a 
game  high  seven  assists. 

Following  a tough  72-70 
home  loss  against  MCLA  on 
Tuesday  night,  Westfield  takes 
on  Framingham  State  at  the 
Woodward  Center  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  4th  at  5:30  pjn.  It  will  be 
the  final  home  game  of  the  sea- 
son for  the  Owls. 

Now  sitting  at  11-12  with 
a 4-6  MASCAC  record.  West- 
field  will  hope  to  finish  the  reg- 
ular season  strong. 

With  two  conference 
games  left,  the  Owls  will  look 
to  improve  their  seeding  head- 
ing into  the  MASCAC  tourna- 
ment later  this  moth. 
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Madden  Bible  creator  and  WSU  alum  Stephen  Gibbons  visits  campus 


photo  by  twitter.com/maddenbible 


From  left  to  right,  Zach  Farley,  Patriots  wide  receiver 
Chad  Ochocinco  and  Stephen  Gibbons  take  a picture 
together  after  playing  a game  of  Madden. 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


If  one  were  to  ask  any 
male  ranging  from  ages  8-40 
about  what  is  the  best  sports 
video  game  out  there,  most  of 
them  would  say,  ‘gladden 

College  students  spend 
endless  hours  playing  the  Mad- 
den NFL  video  game  each  and 
eveiy  day...  much  to  their  par- 
ents’ dismay. 

However,  few  could 
imagine  that  loving  and  playing 
a video  game  could  lead  to  a job 
working  and  playing  Madden 
football  all  day,  or  even  having 
the  opportunity  to  help  Madden 
designers  create  the  game.  That 
would  be  impossible. 

This  is  the  story  of  two 
former  Westfield  State  stu- 
dents, Zach  Farley  and  Stephen 
Gibbons  (both  from  the  Class 
of  2(X)8),  who  are  co-authors 
of  “Prima’s  Official  Player’s 
Guide  to  Madden  NFL  12,” 
along  with  NCAA  Football  12. 
They  are  also  the  creators  of 
Madden  B ible  .com . 

Last  Thursday  night,  Feb. 
2nd,  Stephen  Gibbons  (origi- 
nally from  Westfield)  visited 
Westfield  State  to  discuss  the 
Journey  that  has  taken  both  him 
and  his  friend  Zach,  who  once 
were  not  even  friends,  to  the 
spot  that  they  are  in  right  now 
with  students. 

Zach  (who  is  from  Natick, 
MA)  was  not  at  the  speech  as  he 


was  in  Indianapolis  for  the  Su- 
per Bowl  covering  the  Madden 
Bowl. 

Zach’s  brother  Griffin  is 
a senior  at  Westfield  State  right 
now  and  said  he  is  very  happy 
for  his  brother  and  knew  that 
he  could  do  this  because  it  was 
such  a great  vision. 

Before  working  on  Mad- 
den Bible  and  creating  the  play- 
er guides.  Gibbons  was  working 
as  a customer  service  rep  at  a 
good  paying  job, but  one  that  he 
despised  working  at.  He  said  he 
just  wasn’t  really  happy. 

That  all  changed  when  his 
buddy  Zach  sent  him  a video 
from  a wine  blogger  about  find- 
ing your  passion. 

The  idea  for  this  concept 
really  began  as  Gibbons  de- 
scribed it  after  seeing  a video 
by  Gary  Vanderchuck,  a wine 
blogger,  that  talked  about  look- 
ing yourself  in  the  mirror  and 
doing  what  you  love. 

“We  saw  what  he  was 
doing  with  the  wine  industry 
and  decided  that  we  should  do 
something  for  the  Madden  com- 
munity,” Gibbons  said. 

“We  created  some  internet 
shows  and  we  created  a Madden 
website  and  things  began  to  take 
off  very  quickly,”  he  added. 

Along  with  the  website, 
the  two  friends  also  have  an  in- 
ternet show  called  “This  Week 
in  Madden”  in  a local  TV  studio 
as  well  as  Gibbons’  daily  show 
called  “Mad-Den  TV.” 

After  working  on  the 


show  and  website  full  time, 
things  were  going  well  for  the 
two  friends,  but  in  March  of 
2011  an  email  changed  their 
lives. 

The  email  was  from 
someone  who  worked  at  Prima 
Games,  a gaming  company 
that  creates  strategy  guides  for 
games. 


Prima  wanted  Gibbons 
and  Farley  to  work  with  them, 
go  down  to,  and  work  closely 
with  the  development  team  at 
EA  Tiburon  who  handpicked 
them  to  write  the  official  strat- 
egy guide  for  Madden  NFL  12. 

Thanks  to  that  opportuni- 
ty and  the  power  of  Twitter,  and 
due  to  a strong  social  network- 


ing presence,  the  two  also  had 
the  opportunity  to  play  Mad- 
den with  wide  receiver  Chad 
Ochocinco  of  the  Patriots.  A 
couple  of  weeks  ago,  they  had 
the  opportunity  to  play  Antonio 
Cromartie  of  the  New  York  Jets. 
Gibbons  was  able  to  beat  both 
NFL  players  easily. 

“I  made  a website  a 
couple  years  ago  called  chal- 
lenge85.com,”  Gibbons  said. 
“We  sent  out  a tweet,  and  by  the 
luck  of  the  draw  Ochocinco  said 
let’s  play. 

“But  I made  him  put  his 
controller  down  in  the  third 
quarter  because  that’s  how  bad 
I was  beating  him,”  Gibbons 
added. 

“It  has  been  a great  jour- 
ney,” Gibbons  said,  “but  I will 
never  forget  the  hard  work  that 
it  took  to  get  where  I am  to- 
day.” 

Gibbons  also  said  that 
he  and  Zach  are  soon  heading 
back  to  EA  Sports  to  work  with 
them  on  the  upcoming  Mad- 
den 13  game.  Asked  if  he  could 
tell  anything  about  the  new 
game.  Gibbons  replied,  “Not  a 
chance.” 

To  see  and  learn  more 
about  Madden,  go  to  their  web- 
site MaddenBible.com,  or  fol- 
low them  on  Twitter  by  check- 
ing out  @MaddenBible  (for 
Zach)  and  @Sgibs7  (for  Ste- 
phen) where  you  may  have  the 
chance  to  challenge  them  in  a 
game,  and  maybe  win  (though 
not  likely). 


Upcoming  WSU  Home  Games 

l\iesday,  February  14 
Women’s  Basketball  vs.  Framingham  State  @ 5:30  p.m. 
Men’s  Basketball  vs.  Framingham  State  @7:00  p.m. 


Are  you  a fan  of  Westfield  State  athletics? 

Do  you  regulary  attend  your  favorite 
Owls  home  games? 

Then  write  about  it! 


Thursday,  February  16 
Men’s  Ice  Hockey  vs.  Salem  State  @ 7:35  p.m. 

Support  your  Owls! 


Send  your  WSU  sports  stories  to: 
the  voice  @ westfield  .ma  .edu 
to  see  your  name  in  print  and  have  your 
voice  heard. 
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Sports The  Westfield  Voice 


Morning  Joe  By; 

‘‘J4.  yVeekCy  Look  atjke^orkfqysjjorts’ 


This  week  I am  going  to 
spare  the  New  England  fans 
from  reading  anymore  Super 
Bowl  commentary.  Instead,  I 
want  to  talk  about  the  Portland 
Trail  Blazers. 

Wait,  what? 

As  you  wUl  begin  to  learn, 
1 live  for  the  NBA  and  NFL 
drafts.  As  a Cleveland  Browns 
fan,  the  NFL  draft  has  been  on 
my  mind  since  early  November, 
and  I cannot  decide  what  I want 
to  happen  with  their  two  first- 
round  picks. 

Do  they  go  with  Robert 
Griffin  III,  Trent  Richardson 
or  Justin  Blackmon  at  number 
four? 

In  a league  filled  with 


Ryan  Leaf’s  and  Tim  Couch’s, 
NFL  executives  and  coaches  are 
put  in  a tough  spot  when  choos- 
ing their  persoimel  on  draft 
day. 

The  NBA,  however, 
has  prospects  such  as  LeBron 
James,  Dwight  Howard,  Der- 
rick Rose,  Blake  Griffin  and 
now  Kyrie  Irving,  aU  players 
a rune-year-old  could  evaluate 
and  draft  first  overall. 

Thinking  of  these  factors, 
I started  to  compare  the  NFL 
draft  to  the  NBA  draft.  In  the 
NBA,  the  draft  is  so  much  sim- 
pler at  the  top  of  the  board. 

But  a study  of  the  Port- 
land Trail  Blazers  provides  a 
rare  exception  to  this  coimnon 


belief  as  Brandon  Roy  has  al- 
ready retired  from  the  game  of 
basketball  at  the  young  age  of 
27  years  old. 

The  former  6th  over- 
all pick  from  the  2006  draft 
had  a successful  career  cut 
short  when  he  was  slowed 
down  by  a career-ending  knee 
injury. 

This  three-time  All-Star 
had  high  hopes  of  a sustained 
career  in  the  NBA  while  con- 
tinuing to  help  bring  Portland 
back  to  relevancy  in  the  West- 
ern Conference. 

After  discovering  Roy’s 
knee  troubles  in  2008,  the  Trail 
Blazers  looked  to  their  first  pick 
overall  in  the  2008  draft  as  a 


sat  n 

Not  being  able  to  miss 
on  a franchise  player,  the  Trail 
Blazers  passed  on  current  NBA 
superstar  Kevin  Durant  and 
chose  the  fr^ak  center  from 
Ohio  State,  Greg  Oden. 

Four  surgeries  later,  Port- 
land has  lost  Brandon  Roy  to 
retirement  and  is  headed  in  that 
direction  with  Greg  Oden. 

Portland  currently  has 
a record  of  14-11,  tied  with  a 
handful  of  teams  holding  onto 
the  final  Western  Conference 
playoff  spot  as  of  right  now. 

This  proud  organization 
hasn’t  complained,  but  rather 
has  moved  on  towards  bring- 
ing another  championship  to 


Portland  for  the  first  time  since 
1977. 

These  two  players  were 
dealt  an  unlucky  hand  after  they 
were  believed  to  be  sure  things 
at  the  next  level. 

Being  riddled  with  inju- 
ries has  limited  them  to  Adam 
Morrison  and  Kwame  Brown 
irrelevance. 

Being  located  in  the 
northwest  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, away  from  mainstream  me- 
dia, this  story  doesn’t  gain  the 
traction  it  deserves. 

But  take  a minute  and 
imagine  where  this  franchise 
would  be  if  they  had  drafted 
two  guaranteed  top  six  overall 
studs? 


2012  Major  League  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame  selection  raising  controversy 


photo  by  joeposnanskisi.com 
Bonds  and  Sosa  will  both  be  on  the  ballot  next  year. 


T^ler  Morissette 

Voice  Reporter 


As  someone  who  consid- 
ers himself  a sports  fan,  and 
someone  who  enjoys  looking 
at  the  history  of  aU  sports,  I al- 
ways enjoy  any  Hall  of  Fame 
sports  discussion,  because  it 
provides  great  knowledge  and 
insight  into  players  who  myself 
and  others  my  age  have  not  seen 
play  live  or  even  heard  of. 

But  now  that  I am  older 
(albeit  20  years  old),  I feel  that 
I am  able  to  form  a knowledge- 
able opinion  on  the  issue  hav- 
ing seen  most  of  the  players 
play  that  are  now  being  consid- 
ered for  inductions  into  hall  of 
fames,  like  basketball,  baseball 
or  football  for  example. 

In  January,  the  Baseball 
Hall  of  Fame  announced  that 
shortstop  Barry  Larkin  would  be 
the  next  inductee  into  the  HaU 
of  Fame  and  congramlations  to 
him  for  this  accomplishment. 

However,  the  real  story 


that  baseball  fans  young  and  old 
are  more  curious  about  is  next 
year’s  class. 

Next  year  will  mark  the 
first  time  that  many  of  the  so- 
called  “steroid  era”  players  are 
eligible  to  be  inducted.  This 
includes  Barry  Bonds,  Roger 
Clemons  and  Sammy  Sosa. 

These  three  players  all 
have  amazing  stats  and  acco- 
lades that  factored  alone  should 
put  them  in  the  Hall  without  a 
doubt. 

However,  for  the  first 
time,  voters  now  must  look  at 
issues  other  than  stats  to  decide 
who  will  become  a member  of 
such  an  exclusive  club. 

WUl  they  vote  for  the 
alleged  PED  (performance- 
enhanced  drugs)  users  or  even 
rumored  PED  users?  WiU  they 
“assume”  that  Bonds,  Clemens 
and  Sosa  would  have  had  Hall 
of  Fame  careers  even  without 
steroids?  Alternatively,  wUl 
their  decision  be  clouded  by  the 
rumors  of  PED  guUt? 

Right  now,  the  only  com- 
parisons to  what  might  happen 


next  year  is  to  look  at  the  votes 
that  Mark  McGwire  received. 
In  his  sixth  year  on  the  baUot 
he  only  accumulated  112  votes, 
which  was  only  19  percent  of 
the  total  vote  and  a player  needs 
to  receive  75  percent  of  the  vote 
to  get  in  the  Hall  of  Fame. 

If  you  look  at  the  three  big 
names,  each  has  too  many  nega- 
tive aspects  of  their  careers  that 
wUl  overshadow  their  stats. 

Bonds  has  too  much  bag- 
gage. In  the  court  of  public 
opinion,  aU  that  matters  is  that 
Bonds  juiced  repeatedly.  On  top 
of  that.  Bonds  also  was  found 
guilty  of  obstruction  of  justice 
last  year  and  he  could  face  more 
charges  in  the  future. 

The  man  was  a machine 
but  he  cheated,  and  wUl  join  oth- 
er cheaters  like  Pete  Rose  who 
are  not  in  the  HaU  of  Fame. 

Another  great  player, 
Sosa,  wUl  not  get  in  the  HaU  of 
Fame  anytime  soon.  Let  us  not 
forget  that  Sosa  was  involved  in 
the  corked  bat  scandal,  which 
was  a blatant  attempt  at  cheat- 
ing. 


Although  Sosa  denies 
it,  any  baseball  player  wUl  teU 
you  that  you  know  exactly  how 
much  your  bat  weighs,  and  if  a 
bat  was  lighter  and  you  picked 
it  up,  you  would  know. 

Perhaps  the  most  domi- 
nating player  in  next  year’s 
list  of  eligible  players  is  Roger 
Clemens,  a phenomenal  pitcher 
who  fooled  hitters  for  the  better 
part  of  three  decades. 

He  was  another  player 
who  was  named  in  both  the 
MitcheU  Report  and  called  out 
by  Jose  Canseco.  Clemens’ 
name  goes  hand  in  hand  with 


steroids.  Even  Clemens’  former 
trainer,  Brian  McNamee,  has 
caUed  Clemens  out. 

Once  again,  Clemens’ 
name  wUl  live  in  infamy  around 
basebaU  circles,  which  is  too 
bad  for  a player  who  had  so 
much  talent.  I give  Clemens 
a one  percent  chance  of  ever 
making  it  into  the  HaU. 

Thus,  instead  of  next  year 
being  about  celebrating  great 
players  of  the  past,  people  wUl 
have  to  look  at  an  era  fiUl  of 
cheaters  and  players  who  took 
the  easy  way  out,  instead  of 
good  old  hard  work. 


The  Westfield  Voice 


GamesLeisure 
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Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
Your  compassion  for  others 
will  be  extremely  high  at  the 
moment.  And  if  you  decide 
to  spend  a little  time  studying 
spiritual  or  metaphysical 
matters,  you’ll  end  up  gaining 
a much  deeper  understanding 
of  many  things. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

This  week’s  a great  time  for 
putting  a lot  of  mental  energy 
into  anything  you’re  working 
on.  Your  clear  thinking  and 
attention  to  detail  will  assist 
you  greatly  when  it  comes  to 
succeeding  in  all  your  efforts. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

Your  creative  energies  will 
be  flying  high  and  your  mind 
ought  to  be  very  active  at  the 
moment.  You’ll  be  feeling 
rather  playful  this  week  and 
you  should  really  try  to  enjoy 
yourself  in  any  way  you  can. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

A variety  of  different  family 
issues  will  really  be  weighing 
on  your  mind  at  the  moment. 
And  if  you  don’t  make  an 
effort  to  clarify  some  confusing 
situations  right  now,  then  some 
unpleasant  conflicts  could 
result. 

Gemini 

(May  22- June  21) 

You’re  bound  to  be  doing  an 
awful  lot  of  running  around 
this  week,  and  your  mind 
will  be  filled  with  all  sorts  of 
interesting  thoughts  and  ideas 
at  the  moment. 

Cancer 

(June  22-July  22) 

You’  11  be  much  more  concerned 
with  business  matters  than 
usual.  And  if  any  sort  of 
negotiations  are  on  the  agenda 
for  you,  just  realize  that  you 
won’t  always  be  on  the  same 
page  with  others  when  it  comes 
to  financial  matters. 


Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

You’ll  be  a little  moody  and 
sensitive  at  the  moment,  and 
you  ought  to  be  a little  reluctant 
when  it  comes  to  expressing 
yourself  in  your  most  important 
relationships. 

Virgo 

(August  24-September  22) 
You’re  bound  to  be  feeling  a 
little  low-key,  and  you’d  be 
wise  to  keep  your  thoughts 
and  feelings  to  yourself  until 
you’re  feeling  a little  better. 

Libra 

(September  23-October  22) 
You  ought  to  be  giving  a lot 
of  thought  to  your  goals  and 
dreams  at  this  time.  It’s  a good 
time  to  reflect  on  how  far 
you’ve  come  and  what  you  still 
need  to  do  in  order  to  achieve 
them. 

Scorpio 

(October  23-November  21) 
You  need  to  be  very  aware 
of  how  you  go  about  dealing 
with  any  important  people 
right  now.  If  you’re  not 
careful,  you’ll  end  up  coming 
off  a little  too  aggressive  this 
week. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22-December  21) 
Lending  a helping  hand  to 
others  will  be  more  important 
to  you  than  usual  this  week, 
and  you  should  really  try  to 
think  about  what  you  can  do 
to  improve  the  world  around 
you. 

Capricorn 

(December  21-  January  20) 
You  should  try  to  be  careful 
with  your  money  today  since  it 
could  end  up  slipping  through 
your  fingers  rather  easily. 
Difficult  encounters  with  other 
jjeople  will  cause  you  to  have 
to  reflect  on  a few  things,  and 
you’ll  end  up  learning  some 
important  lessons. 

courtesy  of  calif orniapsychics. 
com 
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Daily  SuDoku:  Mon  6-Feb-20l  2 


medium 


Valentine’s  Day 


□ N E I R F 
U R C A C F 
I A E A S O 
N S N L Y E 
I D S F A O 
L R R E C .T 
R I F O N A 
E E L L R □ 
S A V T R O 
T O T O P I 
A A R O L L 
U M R B E L 
R P O A F F 
A L F R R E 
N A F O R E 
T I U S D N 


D I P U C A L 

B A L E N D O 

L C T O Y M V 

H O I E R I E 

N T W S A R B 

C T L E U E I 

I A I C R R R 

S O O M B S D 

N U N T E D S 

P O A S F N A 

G C F E H I T 

O V E D B I G 

E C T I O N P 

N T R A P A R 

V E R L I K E 

O I T O V E D 


P I H S 
V D H S 
N Y N T 
S R N E 
TIED 
R E Y S 
A W S E 
E E S E 
H J C N 
T G D N 
E N Y E 
E I S □ 
W L O D 
S R E M 
E A Y C 
R □ R O 

ADMIRER 

ADORE 

AFFECTION 

ATTRACTION 

BEAU 

BELOVED 

BOYFRIEND 

CANDLES 

CANDY 

CHOCOLATES 

COUPLE 

CRUSH 

CUPID 

DARLING 


DATE 

DEAR 

DEVOTION 

FANCY 

FEBRUARY 

FLAME 

FLOWERS 

FONDNESS 

FOREVER 

FRIENDSHIP 

GIFT 

GIRLFRIEND 

HEARTS 

JEWELRY 


LIKE 

LOVEBIRDS 

LOVERS 

PARTNER 

PROPOSAL 

RELATIONSHIP 

RESTAURANT 

ROMANCE 

ROSES 

SENTIMENT 

SUITOR 

SWEETHEART 


tc|  daily  Sudol-u  Lid  2012.  .AJI  ilgtna 


16 


The  Westfield  Voice' 


Career  Center 


Open  to  Alf  Majors,  College  Students 
and  the  General  Public 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Bookstore 

Library 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday  & Thursday 

8 ajn.  - 12:00  a.m. 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 

Friday 

Friday 

Tuesday  & Wednesday 

8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 

9:00  a.m.  - 7:00  pan. 

Saturday 

Saturday  & Sunday 

Friday 

10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 

10:00  ajm.  - 11:00  pjn. 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Sunday 

Saturday 

1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Pandini’s 

*11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Everyday 

Closed  Sunday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  ajn. 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Monday  - Thursday 

Saturday 

The  Perch 

8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

12:00  pjn.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Friday  & Saturday 

Friday 

Sunday 

8:00  pjn.  - 2:00  ajn. 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

5:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

ANNUAL 

Career, 
Internship  & 
Graduate 
School  Fair 


Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s! 


Drink  Specials: 

Pink  Asshole  $3.75 
Sam  Adams  Noble  Pils  $3.75 
Cupid  Potion  Shot  $4.25 
All  Mikes  Hard  Lemonades  and  Smirinoff  Ice 

Bottles  $2.75 


1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 


And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 
Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


Dress  Professionally! 
Bring  Resumes! 


List  of  Organizations; 
westfield.ma.edu/  careercenter 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
7:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p jn. 


WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY  29 

Scanlon  Banquet  Hall, 
WestfieldState  University 
1:30  - 4:00PM 


Cfje  Mes^tfielb  l^oice 
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Gastrointestinal  illness  outbreak  hits  state  of  Massachusetts 


photo  by  memorializingpromise.net 


WSU  students  who  are  suffering  from  any  type  of  symptoms 
should  go  to  Health  Services  located  in  the  back  of  Scanlon 
Hall. 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


The  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health  has  seen  a 
significant  rise  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  gastrointestinal  illnesses 
during  this  winter.  The  illnesses  are 
most  likely  caused  by  Norwalk-like 
viruses. 

There  have  also  been  cases  of 
the  illness  reported  within  the  West- 
field  State  University  community. 

Norwalk-like  viruses,  other- 
wise known  as  norovirus,  named  af- 
ter the  town  in  Ohio  where  the  first 
strain  was  reported,  have  symptoms 
that  begin  one  to  two  days  after  the 
initial  date  of  infection. 

According  to  the  public  health 
fact  sheet  available  through  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Health,  the  symptoms  include 
nausea,  vomiting,  diarrhea,  and  ab- 
dominal cramps.  Patients  have  also 
reported  headaches,  fever,  chills  and 
muscle  aches. 

These  symptoms  usually  last 
one  to  two  days  with  no  long-term 
side  effects. 

Since  the  beginning  of  2012, 
there  have  been  more  than  30  out- 
breaks, consistent  with  norovirus, 
have  been  reported  within  long- 
term care  facilities  with  an  addi- 


tional eleven  cases  reported  within 
schools,  prisons  and  hospitals. 

The  Department  of  Health 
Services  at  Westfield  State  has  seen 
very  few  patients  with  a norovirus, 
but  has  made  sure  WSU  students 
were  aware  of  the  virus.  They  also 
wanted  to  alert  the  students  and  fac- 
ulty that  the  cases  are  being  taken 
care  of  and  that  there  is  nothing  to 
be  worried  about  if  everyone  on 
campus  makes  sure  to  “practice 
good  hygiene  to  avoid  it.” 

The  fact  sheet  from  the  state 
made  the  following  suggestions  to 
help  prevent  the  norovirus  infec- 
tion: 

• Always  wash  your  hands 
before  eating  with  warm  water  and 
soap 

• Always  wash  your  hands 
after  using  the  restroom  or  changing 
diapers 

• Make  sure  to  cook  all  food 
thoroughly  and  wash  all  fruits  and 
vegetables  when  preparing  them 

• When  travelling  to  an  area 
that  may  have  contaminated  water, 
always  drink  bottled  beverages  and 
do  not  use  ice  (carbonated  bever- 
ages are  preferred) 

• Clean  contaminated  areas 
with  a bleach-based  cleaner  after 
vomiting 

• If  you’re  taking  care  of 
somebody  who  has  any  of  the  symp- 
toms, make  sure  to  wash  your  hands 


thoroughly  with  plenty  of  soap  and 
warm  water 

• If  you  or  someone  you’re 
taking  care  of  has  persistent  diar- 
rhea, or  it  is  very  bad,  call  a health 
care  provider  for  the  proper  course 
of  action 

It  is  important  that  someone 
with  the  virus  stays  away  from  the 
general  population  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. The  virus  is  very  contagious 
and  outbreaks  must  be  prevented. 
The  norovirus  spreads  through  in- 
gestion, and  if  someone  is  not  al- 
ready infected  then  it  is  important 


that  they  stay  away  from  those  who 
are.  An  infected  patient  spreads  the 
virus  through  vomit  and  close  con- 
tact with  other  people. 

Someone  that  has  the  virus  can 
also  contaminate  food,  so  it  would 
be  best  for  a person  with  the  virus 
who  works  in  a grocery  store  or  a 
restaurant  to  take  a few  days  off. 

The  norovirus  is  the  most 
common  foodbome  illnesses  in  the 
United  States  and  preventing  one- 
self from  being  contaminated  with  it 
is  very  important  to  your  health  and 
that  of  those  around  you. 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Pages  2-4 

A&E  - Pages  9-11 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

State  of  the  Campus 

The  Woman  in  Black 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00p 

Public  Safety  - 5262 

IT  - 5528 

OpEd  - Pages  5-8 

Sports  - Pages  12  - 14 

Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Library  - 523 1 

Republican  Race 

WSU  Basketball 

Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 
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Quick 


"^Friday 
February  17th 

7:00  pm. -Noah 
^Dever  Stage 

7.^ pm.  - Campus 
Rave  - MASSPIRG 
Ely  Main  Loung^ 

Saturday 
^ February  18th 
/i.-Wfljn.  - 3K  Walk 
Woodward  Center 

8:(X)  pm.-  Movie  ^ - 
Jack  and  t 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

February  19th 

8:^  pm. -Movie 
Jack  and  Jill^^g 
Ely  Main  Lounge*"^ 


i 


SGA 

Update 

by  Krysta  Livingstone 

- Be  sure  to  check 
out  the  Black  His- 
tory Month  calendars 
around  campus. 


DATE 

01/29/12 


01/29/12 


01/31/12 


TIME 

0045 


0252 


1343 


Campus  Police  Log 

01/29/12-02/04/12 

INCIDENT 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12-31 -OF 


LOCATION 
LAMMERS  HALL 


COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  COURTNEY  HALL 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12-33-OF 


COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS) 
REPORT  TAKEN 


NEW  RES  HALL 


-Class of  20 12, be  sure 
to  order  your  fleece 
by  Friday  the  10th  if 
you’re  interested.  . 

- SGA  is  also  looking 
into  doing  a big  service 
project  this  semester, 
more  details  to  come! 

- Are  you  interested  in 
the  Mr.  Westfield  Com- 
petition? See  sopho- 
more class  President 
Taylor  Fote  for  more 
information. 


02/01/12 


02/02/12 


02/03/12 


02/03/12 


1936 


2303 


0223 


0326 


LARCENY-  THEFT  DAVIS  HALL 

UNDER  INVESTIGATION 
APPLE  MAC  BOOK  AND  APPLE  IPAD  TAKEN 
INCIDENT#  12-37-OF 


SCANLON  HALL 


DICKINSON  HALL 


DISTURBANCE  DOMESTIC 
VERBAL  DISPUTE 
RES  .LIFE  TO  FOLLOW-UP 

ASSAULT 

TWO  FEMALES  ARRESTED 
JUDICIAL  REFERRALS 
ARREST#  12-05-AR 
ARREST#  12-06-AR 


COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL)  DICKINSON  HALL 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12-38-OF 


- On  March  5th  at  5 
p.m.  SGA  President 
Lou  Cimaglia  will  be 
giving  the  first  ever 
“State  of  the  Campus” 
address  in  Dever  Hall 
and  Stage.  More  infor- 
mation to  follow. 


02/03/12 


02/04/12 


02/04/12 


2314 


0254 


1616 


teep 


r^i^^btrftced 


ywut 


COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  DAVIS  HALL 

JUDICIAL  REFERR/VL 
INCIDENT#  12-39-OF 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  SC/VNLON  HALL 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12-40-OF 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL)  NEW  RES . HALL 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12-41 -OF 
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Opinion:  Turn  off  the  lights,  Westfield 


photo  by  westfieldstateimages.smugmug.coml 
Some  students  feel  that  the  new  Dining  Commons 
wastes  electricity. 


Lindsay  Ketaineck 
Voice  Reporter 


Last  spring,  Westfield 
State  began  executing  a new  se- 
ries of  renovations.  A new  dorm 
is  being  built  next  to  Lammers, 
the  Library  was  completely  re- 
vamped, and  common  areas  and 
entranceways  in  multiple  build- 
ings got  a makeover 

Of  course,  the  first  and 
most  notable  change  is  to  the 
campus  Dining  Commons, 
whose  renovations  were  com- 
pleted last  summer.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  new  DC  is  beauti- 
ful and  it  keeps  up  the  theme  of 
glass  structure  seen  in  Scanlon 
Hall,  Ely  Hall,  and  New  Hall 

But  something  about  the 
DC  just  doesn’t  make  sense. 
One  of  the  benefits  of  the  glass 
walls  is  the  fact  that  it  lets  in 
tons  of  beautiful,  natural  light 
during  the  day,  making  your 
daytime  meals,  a pleasant  and 
sunnier  experience. 

So  with  all  this  sunlight 
flowing  in,  why  do  we  need  to 
keep  the  lights  on?  Granted, 
most  if  not  all  of  the  lights  are 
fluorescent,  so  they  don’t  use 
that  much  energy,  but  wouldn’t 
it  be  great  if  we  could  use  even 
less? 

According  to  Masslive. 
com,  $4  million  dollars  went 


into  making  our  DC  so  beauti- 
ful. But  how  much  money  is 
spent  on  keeping  it  lit  unneces- 
sarily? Perhaps  we  could  use 
that  money  to  fund  other  proj- 
ects or  help  school  programs. 

On  Facebook,  there  is 
now  a page  called  “The  Lights 


in  the  DC  (Westfield  State 
University)”  that  facetiously 
pokes  fun  at  the  DC’s  unneces- 
sary lighting,  saying  things  like 
“Make  sure  to  come  to  the  DC 
tomorrow  - bright  and  early! 
We’ll  be  servin’  up  home-style 
pancakes  with  a side  of  lights!” 

The  creator  of  the  page, 
who  wishes  to  remain  anony- 
mous, has  previously  expressed 
his/her  distaste  for  the  DC’s 
lighting,  but  in  a more  public 
format,  it  is  shown  that  there  are 
many  students  who  agree. 

The  creator  said,  “1  think 
it  is  a rather  dim  idea  to  install 
windows  that  effectively  utilize 
natural  lighting  only  to  have 
them  rendered  useless  by  con- 
tinuously running  the  fluores- 
cent lights  during  the  day.” 

So  what  can  we  do?  Well 
it  seems  pretty  simple,  doesn’t 
it?  Let’s  turn  off  the  lights  dur- 
ing the  day.  There’s  no  doubt 
you’ll  be  able  to  see  your  om- 
elette just  fine  with  only  the 
sun. 


Sodexo  Survey 

All  p 
receive 

Free  Sn 

Ja 

Dunl 

or  < 

►articipants  will 
; a coupon  for  one 

:iall  Hot  Coffee 

from 

izzmixn^s^ 
tin  ^ Donu.  ts^ 
Quixotc^s 

Surv'eys  Are 
Available 
2/13/12  - 2/26/12 
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Student 

Spotlight 

-L  by  Tim  Callery 


Name:  Nick  Sheehan 
Hometown:  Amesbury,  MA 
Major:  Business  Management 


Patriots,  Red  Sox,  Celtics,  or  Bruins,  if  you  had  to  choose  just  one 
team  to  receive  season  tickets  for  life,  which  would  you,  pick? 

I love  the  Sox,  but  I’d  have  to  take  the  Pats  tickets.  8 home  games  is  a 
lot  easier  to  make  than  8 1 . 

Favorite  guilty-pleasure  song  people  would  be  surprised  to  hear  you 
listen  to? 

“Because  the  Night”  by  Patti  Smith.  That  song  is  an  absolute  jam. 

If  you  could  he  anywhere  in  the  world  right  now,  where  would  it  be 
and  why? 

1 think  1 would  be  up  for  a little  trip  to  Aruba.  Perfect  tropical  weather 
never  hurts. 

Biggest  pet  peeve? 

I have  a lot  of  them,  but  I would  have  to  go  with  the  sound  flij>-flops 
make  when  people  walk.  That  drives  me  nuts. 

Are  you  involved  with  any  clubs  or  organizations  on  campus? 

Yes,  I’m  a board  member  for  the  Business  Club. 

What’s  your  go-to  song  of  all  time? 

Very  difficult  question  and  it  could  change  at  any  minute,  but  I’ll  go 
with  “Baba  O’Riley”  by  The  Who. 

Favorite  New  England  vacation  spot? 

I’d  have  to  say  camping  up  in  Maine  is  my  favorite  New  England 
retreat.  It’s  very  relaxing. 

If  you  could  ask  your  future  self  one  question,  what  would  it  be? 
“What  is  my  biggest  regret?”  I’d  be  a fool  if  I didn’t  try  to  prevent  it. 

What  are  you  thinking  right  now? 

I could  really  go  for  a Fresh  Pot  of  coffee. 

Favorite  Youtube  video? 

Right  now  it  would  probably  be  any  Dom  Mazzetti  video.  1 think  he’s 
hilarious. 

If  you  would  like  to  he  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it  - 
email 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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President  Lou  Cimaglia  set  to  give  ‘State  of  the  Campus’  address 


Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 


On  Monday,  March  5th 
at  5:00  p.m.  in  Dever  Hall, 
Westfield  State  Student  Gov- 
ernment Association  President 
Lou  Cimaglia  will  be  holding 
what  is  being  called  a “State  of 
the  Campus”  address  because  it 
will  be  similar  in  format  to  the 
annual  State  of  the  Union  ad- 
dress given  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Cimaglia  will  be  speaking 
to  students,  faculty  and  staff,  all 
of  whom  are  encouraged  to  at- 
tend, on  issues  pertaining  to 
campus  life  from  the  student 


perspective. 

“I  decided  to  hold  this 
event  because  I believe  it  is 
something  the  president  of  the 
student  body  should  be  doing,” 
Cimaglia  said.  “It’s  a position 
with  a lot  of  responsibility,  and 
it  should  include  some  public 
visibility. 

“Plus,  this  is  such  an  ex- 
citing time  to  be  a Westfield 
State  student  with  all  of  the 
great  things  happening  around 
us.” 

Cimaglia  said  that  he  is 
hoping  this  address  will  encour- 
age student-wide  involvement 
and  interaction  with  student 
leaders,  a bond  that  Cimaglia 
said  has  been  lacking  in  years 
past. 


“This  speech  will  bring 
visibility  to  the  Student  Body 
President  position,”  Cimaglia 
said.  “Additionally,  I think  the 
entire  campus,  particularly  fac- 
ulty and  staff,  will  benefit  from 
hearing  a formal  and  organized 
presentation  from  a student.” 

Cimaglia  hopes  that  the 
speech  will  shed  light  on  the 
Student  Government  Associa- 
tion and  encourage  students  to 
participate  in  elections  with 
their  professors’  support. 

“Also,  in  light  of  the  sur- 
vey given  by  the  campus  center 
last  semester,”  Cimaglia  said,  “1 
want  students  to  see  that  SGA 
is  a proactive  body  that  has  the 
interests  of  the  student  at  the  top 
of  our  priority  list.” 


photo  by  westfieldma.edu 
SGA  Pres.  Lou  Cimaglia  will  address  WSU  on  March  5th. 


Independent  film  ‘Noah’  to 
be  screened  at  Dever  Stage 
on  Feb.  17  @ 7:00  p.m. 

The  Identical  Films  Company  of 
Waltham,  MA  will  be  screening  their  first 
feature  length  film  titled  “Noah”  at  West- 
field  State  free  of  charge  on  Friday,  Feb. 
17th  from  7:00  to  9:30  p.m.  at  Dever  Stage 
in  Parenzo  Hall. 

The  film  is  set  in  an  alternate  present- 
day  reahty  where  slavery  was  never  abol- 
ished and  follows  a slave  named  Noah  as  he 
attempts  to  escape  from  his  cruel  owner. 

Noah  uses  a present  day  underground 
railroad  organization  as  he  tries  to  flee  to 
a rumored  freedom  refugee  camp  in  Can- 
ada. 

All  admissions  are  free  and  all  are 
welcomed  and  encouraged  to  attend. 

'Noah  ’ is  sponsored  by 
The  Campus  Activities  Board. 
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CPAC  serves  as  rewarding  experience  for  Westfield  Voice  editor 


Alex  Myers 
Washington 
Correspondent 


Hello! 

I feel  like  I have  a lot 
to  say  this  week  because  I did 
some  pretty  interesting  things 
last  weekend. 

No,  I didn’t  go  to  a party 
with  Barack  Obama,  but  I did 
go  to  CPAC  with  some  pretty 
cool  Republicans. 


I thought  it  was  really 
cool,  especially  having  media 
credentials. 

I was  able  to  go  in  to  any 
speech  I wanted  and  so  I used 
that  to  my  advantage  and  saw 
Steven  King,  Herman  Cain,  Mi- 
chele Bachmann,  and  others. 

It  was  awesome  to  see 
these  people  because  they  made 
them  seem  real  instead  of  just 
someone  on  a campaign  trail. 

I went  again  on  Saturday 
to  work,  but  I was  able  to  see 
my  boss  and  Fox  news  cor- 


respondent, Tucker  Carlson 
debate  with  a CNN  host.  And 
I was  about  1 foot  away  from 
Sarah  Palin  - I have  pictures  to 
prove  it. 

So  needless  to  say  CPAC 
is  an  amazing  experience  and  I 
hope  that  I have  the  opportunity 
to  attend  again. 

In  my  work  life,  I actually 
Just  finished  writing  my  first 
original  story. 

I won’t  give  any  details 
because  I want  you  all  to  go  on 
the  site  and  read  it  (dailycaller. 


com)  but  it’s  pretty  cool. 

What  I mean  by  original 
is  that  I actually  called  people 
for  interviews  and  used  original 
sources. 

The  story  itself  may  not 
be  breaking  news,  but  the  writ- 
ing and  information  is  original. 

I’m  super  excited  about 
that  so  1 can’t  wait  to  see  it  pub- 
lished. I hope  you  all  remain 
dedicated  readers  and  take  a 
look  at  it  too. 

I know  I said  I did  a lot  of 
interesting  things  and  this  isn’t 


that  long  so  it  doesn’t  seem 
like  it,  but  I swear  it  was  pretty 
neat. 

I hope  everyone  had  a 
great  Valentine’s  Day  and  en- 
joyed the  Teen  Mom  2 finale 
like  I did. 

Email  Alex  at  amyers9330 
@westfield. ma.edu  with 
any  questions  or  comments 
you  have  about  her  time  in 
the  nation 's  capital. 
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Fad  diets  are  all  the  craze 
when  it  comes  to  America’s 
obsession  with  battling  the 
bulge.  From  Atkins,  to  South 
Beach,  from  the  cookie  diet,  to 
the  paleo  diet,  these  diets  lead 
you  to  believe  that  you  need 
to  eat  certain  food  groups,  and 
completely  eliminate  others. 

In  reality,  by  denying 
the  body  certain  food  groups 
both  physically  and  psycho- 
logically, those  found  on 
these  diets  tended  to  lose  less 
weight  overall  than  those  eat- 
ing a moderate,  balanced,  and 
wholesome  diet.  In  fact,  many 
people  found  on  these  fad  diets 
fall  prey  to  “yo-yo”  patterns  of 
eating,  leading  them  to  actual- 
ly gain  more  weight  than  when 
they  had  originally  started. 

So  the  question  is:  How 
do  we  differentiate  fad  diets 
from  real  diets,  and  which  diet 
is  the  best?  The  answer  is:  no 
diet,  according  to  the  New 
England  Journal  of  Medicine. 
The  research  was  based  on  a 
comprehensive  study  at  Loui- 
siana State  University  that  fo- 
cused on  tracking  the  weight 
loss  and  ability  to  maintain 
that  weight  loss  over  a 2 year 
time  span. 

A variety  of  trendy  diets 
were  studied  including  a high- 
fat  diet,  a high-fat  high-protein 


diet,  a low-fat  low-protein 
diet,  a low-fat  high-protein 
diet,  low-carb  diet,  and  a high- 
carb  diet . 

811  Overweight  adults 
were  chosen  and  randomly  as- 
signed to  one  of  the  aforemen- 
tioned diets,  all  of  which  had 
a goal  of  a 750-calorie  daily 
deficit,  but  none  of  which  were 
below  1 ,200  calories  a day. 

The  diets  all  consisted 
of  similar  foods  and  promoted 
guidelines  of  cardiovascu- 
lar health.  Carbohydrate  rich 
foods  with  a low  glycemic  in- 
dex were  promoted  with  each 
diet,  and  participants  were 
even  given  menu  plans  along 
with  nutritional  and  group 
support  for  behavioral  change 
modification  and  education. 

While  the  program  pro- 
moted exercise,  the  main  fo- 
cus of  this  study  was  on  the 
diet,  and  so  they  encouraged 
their  subjects  to  exercise  but 
kept  the  recommendation  at  a 
minimum  of  three  sessions  of 
moderate  intensity  exercise  for 
thirty  minutes. 

The  study  included  a 
variety  of  health  parameters 
but  mostly  focused  on  overall 
scale  weight  at  the  end  of  the 
two  year  study.  Along  with 
scale  weight,  factors  such  as 
BMI , blood  pressure,  lipid  pro- 


files, and  metabolic  rate  were 
taken  into  consideration.  Psy- 
chological and  environmental 
factors  were  also  accounted 
for  through  surveys  on  hunger, 
cravings,  behaviors,  habits, 
and  values  in  regards  to  eat- 
ing. 

What  researchers  at 
Louisiana  State  University 
found  surprised  almost  all  of 
the  subjects  in  this  study.  It 
made  no  difference  which  diet 
plan  was  followed. 

After  two  years  the 
amount  of  weight  lost  by  par- 
ticipants was  the  same,  re- 
gardless of  the  diet.  Garbs  or 
no  carbs,  high  fat,  or  low  fat, 
there  was  no  difference  of 
weight  loss  or  change  in  waist 
circumference  among  the  vari- 
ous groups. 

The  most  interesting 
thing  about  this  study  however 
is  that  while  subjects  lost  an 
average  of  13  pounds  in  the 
first  6 months,  after  the  1 year 
period,  some  of  the  test  sub- 
jects had  gained  back  that  13 


pounds  plus  some  more. 

At  the  end  of  the  two 
year  study,  the  net  weight  loss 
was  only  at  6 pounds  per  per- 
son, and  only  2-3%  of  the  sub- 
jects had  lost  more  than  10% 
of  their  initial  weight  despite 
the  promised  drastic  weight 
loss  that  each  diet  sells  them- 
selves for. 

What  this  study  con- 
firms is  what  most  of  us  al- 
ready know:  diets  are  hard  to 
follow,  and  more  often  than 
not  extremely  inconvenient. 
The  best  way  of  eating  is  not 
some  cookie-cutter  meal  plan. 
Subjects  who  were  assigned 
a diet  strategy  closest  to  their 
own  diet  did  better  than  those 
who  had  to  make  big  changes 
to  follow  the  plan. 

This  tells  us  that  while 
although  you  might  be  able 
to  tolerate  a diet  for  a month 
of  two;  your  chances  of  suc- 
cess and  sticking  with  that  diet 
are  probably  slim.  By  eating  a 
moderate,  balanced,  adequate 
diet  including  all  of  the  food 


groups  in  variety,  you  can  in- 
sure you  are  healthy  and  the 
rest  will  follow. 

Losing  a pound  here 
or  there  is  a short  term  goal. 
Weight  loss  and  maintenance 
is  a long-term  outcome  of 
changing  old  habits  into  new 
habits  that  make  you  feel  bet- 
ter and  have  positive  effects  on 
your  well-being. 

When  you  commit  to 
following  a diet  that  is  sustain- 
able and  nourishing,  you  will 
have  the  energy  you  need  to  do 
all  the  other  things  you  want  to 
do,  to  make  you  happier  and 
healthier  in  other  areas  of  your 
life. 

The  question  about 
which  diet  is  best  is  settled. 
There  is  no  perfect  diet.  It  is 
whatever  works  best  for  you. 
Don’t  be  afraid  to  try  on  differ- 
ent strategies  for  size  as  it  may 
be  the  only  way  to  find  what 
works  best.  Just  remember  to 
follow  healthy  guidelines,  to 
listen  to  your  body  and  to  re- 
member moderation. 


Exercise  Motivation  of  the  Week: 

If  you  take  the  stairs  everywhere,  you’ll  never 
have  to  worry  about  getting  Take 

stuck  in  an  elevator. 

stairs! 
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Competency  and  Conservatism: 

This  week  in  politics 


photo  by  inquisitr.com 


Republican  Mitt  Romney  is  the  only  “forseeable”  can- 
didate to  replace  President  Obama. 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


I am  quite  pleased  to  an- 
nounce that  the  Obama  Admin- 
istration has  rescinded  the  order 
requiring  religious  institutions 
to  provide  birth  control.  This 
is  not  a big  surprise,  defying 
the  Bill  of  Rights  is  a momen- 
tous task,  even  for  President 
Obama. 

But  then  again,  he  has 
done  a great  job  getting  his 
pet  projects  through;  hence  the 
2009  Stimulus  Package  and  the 
Affordable  Care  Act,  aka  the 
Obama  health  plan. 

When  it  comes  to  taking 
the  focus  off  from  what  needs 
to  be  done  in  order  to  appease 
your  base,  he  is  second  to  none. 
I want  to  make  perfectly  clear 
that  I think  President  Obama 
has  done  a marvelous  job  on  the 
foreign  policy  side  of  things. 

And  that  while  I gripe 
about  his  general  malaise  to- 
wards governance,  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  he  is  a 
good  and  decent  man. 

On  Monday,  President 
Obama  sent  his  budget  to  con- 
gress for  approval.  Anybody 
who  knows  anything  about  pol- 
itics knows  that  the  presidential 
budget  is  completely  ignored. 
Congress  spends  a week  pick- 
ing through  it  and  then  decides 
to  arbitrarily  let  it  die. 

The  $3.8  trillion  budget 
does  little  to  solve  our  long- 
term problems.  The  budget 
steers  away  from  austerity'  mea- 
sures, mostly  because  it  is  an 
election  year. 

Here’s  the  deal,  this  is  the 
fourth  straight  year  with  a $1 
trillion  budget  deficit.  By  2013, 
the  shortfall  appears  to  be  about 
$901  billion.  That’s  a far  cry 
from  taking  bold  measures  to 
ensure  America’s  future. 

Spending  will  actually 
increase  almost  $300  million  in 
this  fiscal  year.  The  President 
has  proposed  a $476  billion  six- 


year  transportation  package. 
That’s  a 50  percent  increase 
from  last  years  transportation 
spending.  The  solution  to  cover 
this  cost  is  the  $23 1 billion  that 
comes  from  war  savings.  As  we 
all  know,  our  wars  have  been 
costly  in  blood  and  treasure. 

The  savings  incurred  can- 
not be  budgeted  since  they  were 
saved  from  allocations  that  were 
emergency  in  nature.  When  the 
wars  end,  that  money  should 
cease  to  be  spent. 

The  President’s  much 
talked  about  “Buffet  Rule”  is 
not  mentioned  at  all  in  his  bud- 
get. The  rule  is  an  effective  30 
percent  tax  rate  for  the  most 
successful  Americans.  Yes,  1 
said  successful  because  I’m 
sick  of  liberals  and  their  class 
warfare. 

So  my  best  guess  would 
be  that  the  President  will  be 
working  on  tax  reform  through 
other  avenues.  We  must  also  re- 
member that  this  budget  prob- 
ably won’t  get  out  of  one  cham- 
ber of  congress  without  being 
tom  apart. 

While  I generally  put 
much  blame  towards  the  Execu- 
tive Branch  of  government,  1 ab- 
solutely loathe  congress.  That’s 
one  of  the  reasons  1 am  so  criti- 
cal of  the  President,  somebody 
has  to  stop  those  spendthrift 
bums.  Whether  it’s  the  Demo- 
crats or  the  good  guys,  if  you 
are  in  congress,  than  that  means 


you  are  part  of  the  problem. 

In  other  news,  Mitt  Rom- 
ney was  beaten  by  Rick  Santo- 
mm  in  Colorado,  Minnesota, 
and  Missouri.  The  Governor  did 
manage  to  edge  out  Ron  Paul 
in  Maine,  a last  bit  of  saving 
grace.  However,  it’s  been  a dif- 
ficult week  to  be  a supporter  of 
Mitt  Romney.  Between  the  gen- 
eral lack  of  enthusiasm  for  his 
campaign  and  his  verbal  gaffes, 
it  never  ends. 

The  Governor  better 
shape  up  or  this  race  is  going 
south.  He  can’t  seem  to  lock  up 
the  nomination  and  it’s  costing 
him  money  that  would  be  best 
spent  against  the  Obama  ma- 
chine. 

America  could  bode  well 
with  a President  not  accustomed 
to  Washington  D.C. 

Romney’s  business  ex- 
perience and  the  ability  to  bal- 
ance the  budget  would  give  us 
a realistic  approach  towards  this 
nation’s  fiscal  insanity.  A pro- 
longed battle  may  make  Rom- 
ney a better  candidate,  we’ll 
see. 

However  we  need  a nom- 
inee that  will  send  President 
Obama  back  to  Chicago.  While 
Rick  Santorum,  Newt  Gingrich, 
and  Ron  Paul  fire  up  the  base, 
we  need  someone  who  can  get 
independents  back  on  our  side. 

The  only  foreseeable  can- 
didate to  accomplish  this  mis- 
sion is  Mitt  Romney. 


The  Westfield  Voice 


This  week  was  really  hard  for  me.  And  to  top  it  all 
off,  we  changed  from  12  pages  to  16  at  the  last  min- 
ute! I hope  you  all  like  how  it  came  out  in  the  end. 


I must  apologize  for  the  sodoku  on  page  15  being 
“very  hard.”  We  just  take  them  right  off  a website 
and  there  is  only  one  per  day!  So  sorry,  Nana.  It’s 
good  practice! 

I don’t  know  who  else  is  going  home  this  weekend,  ^ 
but  I can’t  wait.  I can  only  stay  here  for  so  many 
weeks  before  I need  a break!  And  no  matter  how 
much  I love  the  E>C,  is  it  just  me  or  are  there  less 
normal  options  and  more  weird  options  to  choose 
from? 

Anyway,  have  a great  long  weekend,  everyone! 
Thanks  for  reading  this  week’s  edition! 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 
sfahey5744@westfield.ma.edu 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 

If  JO  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ‘‘letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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The  Westfield  Voice OpEd 

Affordable  access  to  contraception  a right  all  women  should  have 


photo  by  abcnews.com 

President  Obama  and  the  Catholic  Church  have  been  battling  over  access  to  contraception. 


Lindsay  Ketaineck 
Voice  Reporter 


With  the  upcoming  2012 
Presidential  elections  and  the 
preceding  Republican  presi- 
dential debates  at  primary  elec- 
tions, there  is  a lot  of  excitement 
buzzing  around  whom  will  be 
running  this  country  for  the  next 
four  years. 

In  particular,  front-run- 
ning candidates  Newt  Gingrich 
and  Mitt  Romney  are  steadily 
gaining  support  among  Ameri- 
cans that  have  been  dissatis- 
fied with  Obama’s  performance 
since  2009. 

However,  we  mustn’t  for- 
get that  President  Obama  is  still 
in  the  running  as  the  incumbent, 
and  he  has  laid  plans  for  initia- 
tives to  be  made  should  he  win 
a second  term. 

One  of  these  initiatives  is 
to  make  it  obligatory  for  busi- 
nesses that  provide  their  em- 
ployers with  insurance  to  pur- 
chase coverage  for  methods  of 
contraception,  including  steril- 
ization methods  like  hysterecto- 
mies and  vasectomies. 

As  was  mentioned  in  last 
weeks  “Competency  and  Con- 
servatism” piece,  churches  and 
other  religious  facilities  would 
be  exempt  from  this  rule. 

There  is  a significant 
amount  of  uproar  about  this 
idea,  most  of  which  comes  from 
the  Catholic  church  and  its  af- 
filiates, who  believes  that  the 
use  of  contraception  is  morally 
wrong. 

These  people  argue  that 
this  is  part  of  Obama’s  “war  on 
religion,”  and  that  this  is  the  un- 
constitutional meddling  in  the 
affairs  of  the  religious  commu- 
nity. 

Frankly,  that  is  nonsense. 
One  cannot  have  a “war  on  re- 
ligion.” 

Religion  is  an  idea,  an  in- 
tangible concept  that  cannot  be 
battled  against. 

There  can  be  argument 


between  religious  and  non-re- 
ligious peoples,  but  it  is  simply 
impossible  to  fight  against  an 
idea. 

Although  this  rule  would 
not  apply  to  me  as  of  now,  I do 
think  businesses  should  pur- 
chase that  particular  form  of  in- 
surance coverage  regardless  of 
any  religious  affiliation. 

Many  times  the  employ- 
ees of  a business  do  not  hold  the 
beliefs  of  the  connected  faith 
of  the  institution,  and  so  they 
should  not  be  forcibly  subjected 
to  the  beliefs  of  the  higher-ups 
in  a company. 

Additionally,  no  one  is 
being  forced  to  use  contracep- 
tion. 

It  is  merely  available 
should  one  choose  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it.  It  may  be  against 
the  Catholic  faith  to  use  contra- 
ceptives, but  I’ve  never  heard 
anything  about  it  being  a sin  to 
h*ave  insurance  that  covers  con- 
traceptives. 

On  another  note,  it  is 
rather  presumptuous  to  imply 
that  everyone  who  identifies  as 
Catholic  has  the  same  ideals 
when  it  comes  to  contraception 
and  other  matters. 

There  are  alternatives  to 
insurance  when  it  comes  to  ob- 
taining contraceptives,  but  the 
reality  is  that  the  lack  of  educa- 
tion and  accessibility  to  organi- 
zations like  Planned  Parenthood 
is  limited. 

The  nearest  one  to  WSU 
is  in  Springfield  and  many 
people,  especially  students,  are 
without  the  necessary  means  to 
get  there. 

Though  you  or  I may 
know  plenty  about  contracep- 
tion and  how  to  obtain,  many 
people  do  not. 

After  all,  common  sense 
is  not  nearly  as  common  as  we 
like  to  think  it  is. 

It  is  argued  among  con- 
servatives that  the  applica- 
tion of  this  law  would  infringe 
upon  the  first  amendment  of 
the  U.S.  Constitution  which 
guarantees  freedom  of  reli- 


gion and  the  practice  thereof, 
but  again,  no  one  is  being  forced 
by  the  government  to  make 
use  of  condoms  or  birth  con- 
trol. 

In  a way,  the  insurance 
for  contraception  would  also  be 
insurance  for  the  company.  If  an 
employee  gets  pregnant  or  has 
a baby,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
that  woman  (and  in  some  cas- 


es, a man)  to  take  off  time  from 
work  for  parenting,  legal  proce- 
dures, and  medical  reasons. 

Many  times,  these  people 
are  laid  off  from  their  jobs  for 
these  extenuating  circumstanc- 
es, which  leaves  companies 
without  employees  and  indi- 
viduals without  insurance  and 
an  income  source. 

Though  government 


should  not  intrude  on  the  pri- 
vate sector,  1 believe  that  health 
care  is  a right  and  not  a privi- 
lege, and  so  it  should  be  treated 
as  such. 

Whatever  you  believe, 
there  are  just  some  things  that 
everyone  should  have  access 
to  just  as  we  have  access  to  the 
air  we  breathe  and  the  water  we 
drink. 


Westfield  State  EMS  is 
Looking  for  Volunteers! 

Who  they  are:  Westfield  State  EMS  is  an  all-volunteer,  student-run  organiza- 
tion that  provides  emergency  medical  care  to  the  university. 

What  do  you  need  to  join?  No  certifications  are  required  to  get  involved.  There 
are  many  ways  to  help  out,  and  they  will  train  you  to  work  shifts  if  you  want! 

Why  join?  Westfield  State  EMS  is  a great  way  to  give  back  to  the  community, 
make  new  friends,  and  gain  real  world  experience.  This  organization  is  a great 
resume  builder  for  all  majors! 

How  to  get  involved:  The  meetings  are  every  Thursday  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Wilson 
Hall  Auditorium  B.  All  are  welcome!  You  can  also  contact  them  at: 
ems@  Westfield  jna  .edu. 
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Ramblings  from  aJSIoninterventidnist 


By:  R5b  D6hdghue''.^^^Mariagmg  Mtol , 


FAITH  COALITION  JC watts 
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The  Donoghue  Report  wonders  if  Newt  Gingrich’s  “Faith  Leaders  Coalition”  is  a 
preview  of  a President  Gingrich  cabinet.  Secretary  of  Defense  Chuck  Norris  anyone? 


Wait,  Rick  Santorum  is 
still  in  the  Republican  primary 
race?  I though  he  dropped  out 
during  the  Florida  primary  to  go 
do  his  taxes  or  something... 

To  my  surprise,  not  only 
was  Santorum  still  in  the  race, 
but  he  won  all  three  Republican 
contests  last  Tuesday  (includ- 
ing a beauty  contest)  and  is  now 
challenging  Mitt  Romney  for 
the  top  spot  in  the  Republican 
race. 

Plus,  Missouri  is  hold- 
ing another  caucus  in  March 
because  they  like  to  break  the 
rules,  meaning  it’s  possible 
Santorum  could  win  the  state 
twice. 

What  a comeback!  I cred- 
it his  resurgence  to  the  sweater 
vest  phenomenon  currently 
sweeping  across  the  country 
(the  vests  at  least  deserves  credit 
for  helping  him  win  the  beauty 
contest,  right?). 

Everyone  now  wearing 
a sweater  vest  should  thank 
Mr.  Santorum  for  his  wonder- 
ful fashion  sense...  it’s  not  like 
people  would  acmally  be  wear- 
ing them  if  Rick  wasn’t  such  a 
trendy  guy. 

A couple  of  weeks  ago 
Newt  Gingrich  was  the  front- 
runner and  now  he’s  dead  in  the 
race  for  the  third  or  fourth... 
or  fifth...  or  maybe  even  sixth 
time.  Oh  how  quickly  things 
change  (my  column  last  week 
must  have  had  a major  impact 
on  the  voters...). 

Can  Newt  attack  the  lib- 
eral media  and  rally  the  Repub- 
lican Party  behind  him  once 
again?  It’s  possible  - Newt  does 
seem  to  fare  much  better  in  the 
underdog  role. 

And  how  about  the  thrill- 
ing week  long  Maine  caucuses? 

Approximately  5 ,000 
people  voted  throughout  the 


state  during  the  caucuses  - no, 
that’s  not  a typo,  the  citizens  of 
Maine  just  have  more  important 
things  than  who  could  poten- 
tially be  the  next  president  of 
the  United  States  to  worry  about 
...  you  know,  like  ice  fishing, 
finding  out  skiing  conditions, 
making  blueberry  pancakes  and 
feeding  moose. 

Anyway,  Romney  ousted 
Ron  Paul  by  a couple  hundred 
votes  but  now  the  validity  of 
the  caucus  results  is  being  ques- 
tioned. 

First  Iowa,  now  Maine... 
why  do  states  stiU  hold  caucus- 
es anyway? 

Arizona  and  Michigan 
will  hold  their  respective  prima- 
ries on  February  28th.  With  Su- 
per Tuesday  fast  approaching, 
the  tone  of  the  next  few  weeks 
will  have  a major  impact  on  the 
shape  the  Republican  race  will 
eventually  take. 

President  Obama  made 
headlines  this  week  when  he 
sent  a Marines  Special  Opera- 
tions Force  to  invade  the  Vati- 
can in  the  ongoing  war  on  reli- 
gion. 

The  Vatican  responded 
by  preparing  a group  of  Swiss 
Guards  to. . . wait,  what  kind  of 
weapons  do  those  colorful  jest- 
ers know  how  to  use  anyway? 

Sure,  while  no  physical 
fighting  has  actually  occurred 
between  Obama  and  the  Catho- 
lic Church,  you  wouldn’t  know 
that  by  the  way  the  war  on  reli- 
gion has  been  portrayed  in  the 
media. 

Obama  announced  last 
Friday  that  he  was  going  to 
modify  the  ruling  that  the  De- 
partment of  Health  and  Human 
Services  made  last  month  re- 
quiring all  employers,  including 
Catholic  organizations  and  in- 
stitutions, to  provide  ftee  access 


to  contraception  for  females 
employees. 

Do  you  think  Obama 
might  be  thinking  about  No- 
vember? 

But  the  Catholic  Church 
still  seems  unsatisfied  with  the 
president’s  announcement  and 
it’s  uncertain  where  this  war  on 
religion  will  go  next. 

The  good  news  for  Obama 
is  that  this  Catholic  Church  con- 
troversy seems  to  have  buried 
angry  stories  coming  out  from 
both  Democrats  and  Republi- 
cans over  Obama’s  rejection  of 
the  Keystone  pipeline  project. 

With  a majority  of  Ameri- 
cans supporting  the  project,  it 
appears  that  Obama  is  a social- 
ist maniac  after  all...  just  kid- 
ding, this  isn’t  Fox. 

But  in  reality.  I’d  expect 
the  president  to  reconsider  his 
Keystone  decision  as  political 
pressure  heats  up  in  an  election 
year. 

Jobs  and  the  economy 
seem  to  be  outweighing  left 
wing  environmental  concerns  at 
this  point  in  time  and  the  Key- 
stone decision  will  become  a 


major  point  of  criticism  against 
Obama. 

As  it  stands,  Santorum 
seems  to  be  gaining  on  Mitt  dai- 
ly and  the  Romney  camp  may 
be  in  serious  trouble. 

And  hey,  who  knows, 
maybe  Ron  Paul  is  ready  to 
make  his  big  move  up  the  lea- 
derboard. 


But  don’t  count  Newt 
out  yet...  that  vampire  just 
doesn’t  know  how  to  die  and 
with  Chuck  Norris  on  board 
Gingrich’s  “Faith  Leaders  Co- 
alition,” it  might  be  impossible 
to  end  Newt’s  life  in  the  Repub- 
lican race. 

Remember,  Chuck  Norris 
was  once  shot.  The  bullet  died. 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ^'letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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Album  Review:  Twin  Berlin’s  new  EP  ‘There  Goes  My  Virtue’  delivers 


photo  by  rslblog.com 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 

Boston  based  alternative 
rock/punk  band  Twin  Berlin 
recently  released  a highly  an- 
ticipated anticipated  EP  titled 
“There  Goes  My  Virtue.” 

Produced  by  Blink- 182’s 
Travis  Barker,  this  EP  has  the 
fledgling  band  sounding  tight- 
er than  ever.  They  have  vastly 
grown  since  their  debut,  both  in 
popularity  and  sound. 

Their  infectious  sound 
shines  through  on  all  tracks.  I 
had  the  privilege  of  seeing  Twin 
Berlin  in  2009,  when  they  were 
just  starting  out  and  am  itching 
for  another  show. 

All  of  the  songs  are  catchy 
without  being  trivial.  Sadly, 
the  EP  is  only  three  songs,  and 
leaves  fans  such  as  myself  itch- 
ing for  a full-length  album. 

The  first  track,  “Can’t 
Take  Take  Take”,  is  a guitar  and 
drum  fueled  romp  that  dismiss- 
es a woman  for  playing  with  a 
man’s  heart. 

Despite  the  song’s  subject 
matter,  “Can’t  Take  Take”  isn’t 
mean  or  sad  in  feeling.  The  per- 


fect subtle  blend  of  the  lead  and 
rhythm  guitars  carries  the  song 
while  the  drums  assault  the  lis- 
tener’s eardrums.  An  infectious 
bass  line  underlies  the  entire 
song.  Raspy  harmonious  vocals 


are  dominant  throughout,  giv- 
ing the  first  song  on  the  track  a 
unique  and  delightful  sound. 

“Don’t  Hang  Around”, 
the  second  track,  starts  off  with 
a few  light  drum  taps,  followed 


by  a fuzzy  guitar  and  haunting 
vocals.  In  it,  singer  and  rhythm 
guitarist  Matt  Lopez  warms  the 
lover  that  he  isn’t  good  enough 
for  her.  However,  the  lover  is 
also  to  blame. 


A searing  guitar  solo  and 
thumping  drums,  combined 
with  squeaks  from  a synthe- 
sizer, give  this  song  a fun  and 
upbeat  sound. 

The  vocals  are  sung  with 
a deep,  echoing  quality  that 
gives  the  track  an  original  as- 
pect to  it. 

The  grittiest  and  fastest 
paced  track  on  “There  Goes 
My  Virtue”  is  the  third  and  final 
song  “Give  Up  On  Me.” 

Despite  the  bands’  Boston 
origins  and  influences,  “Give 
Up  On  Me”  has  a catchy  surf 
rock  feel  to  it.  This  is  my  fa- 
vorite song  on  this  EP  because 
of  the  pure,  raw  energy  and  the 
fun  the  band  seems  to  be  having 
while  playing  it. 

A fast  guitar  and  ripping 
bass  line  start  the  song  off,  cou- 
pled by  a squealing  solo.  Matt 
Lopez  plays  the  role  of  a jaded, 
jealous  lover,  and  pulls  it  off 
with  aplomb. 

If  you  are  looking  for 
some  recent  local  music  to  lis- 
ten to,  I highly  recommend  the 
fun,  infectious  Twin  Berlin. 

“There  Goes  My  Virtue” 
is  available  on  both  ITunes  and 
their  website.  Check  them  out! 


Read  any  good  books  lately? 
Seen  any  interesting  movies? 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see  your  name  in  print! 

Send  aU  articles  to: 
thevoice@  westfield.  ma.  edu 

And  follow  us  on  Twitter  at: 
Wes^eldl'^oice 
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Career. 
Internship  & 
Graduate 
School  Fair 


WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY  29 

Scanlon  Banquet  Hall, 
WestfieldState  University 
1:30 -4:00PM 
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Dr.  Dre  - Bom  Feb  18, 1965 


Miracle  on  Ice  - Feb  22, 1980 


Michelangelo  - Died  Feb  15, 1564 


Andre  Romelle  Young 
first  started  his  career  as 
a disc-jockey  at  parties  in 
the  early  80’s,  around  the 
South-Central  district  of 
Los  Angeles.  Imagining 
his  stage  name  as  a nod 
to  basketball  player  Julius 
“Dr.  J”  Erving  and  the  last 
three  letters  of  his  first 
name.  Dr.  Dre  met  rap- 
pers Easy  E and  Ice  Cube 
in  1987.  Their  decision 
to  collaborate  in  the  rap 
group  N.W.A.  would  for- 
ever change  the  landscape 
of  hip-hop,  introducing 
the  world  to  a new  style 
entitled  “gangsta  rap”  that 
would  gain  immediate 
prevalence  among  fans 
and  other  rap  artists.  His 
role  as  producer  gave  Dre 


the  opportunity  to  flex 
his  strengths  as  a premier 
beat  maker,  providing  an 
intricate  backdrop  of  di- 
rect samples  taken  from 
influential  R&B  artists 
like  George  Clinton  and 
Parliament-Funkadelic. 
After  leaving  N.W.A.  in 
1992  and  signing  with 
Death  Row  Records,  Dr. 
Dre  released  his  first  solo 
album  named  The  Chron- 
ic, firmly  establishing  his 
presence  in  the  music  in- 
dustry as  a master  of  beat 
technology  and  a profi- 
cient rapper.  Following 
this  success,  Dre  started 
Aftermath  Records  in 
1996,  signing  rappers 
Eminem  and  50  Cent  to 
the  label  within  five  years 
of  inception  and  produc- 
ing their  highly  popular 
albums.  His  long-awaited 
third  album.  Detox,  is 
still  without  a confirmed 
release  date  despite  the 
success  of  its  first  two  sin- 
gles, “Kush”  and  “I  Need 
a Doctor”. 


The  United  States  Ice 
Hockey  squad  entered 
the  1980  Winter  Olympic 
Games  in  Lake  Placid, 
New  York  as  a seventh 
seed  with  little  hopes 
of  medaling,  let  alone 
winning  gold.  The  team 
was  largely  comprised 
of  college  players. 
Its  rival  Cold  War 
counterparts,  the  Soviet 
Union  Ice  Hockey  team, 
were  a veteran  team 
heavily  favored  to  win 
gold  after  entering  with 
the  first  seed  and  a track 
record  of  greatness  stem- 
ming from  their  active 
streak  of  gold  medal  wins 
in  previous  years.  De- 
spite vast  differences  in 
experience,  the  United 


States  and  Soviet  Union 
both  went  undefeated 
in  round  play  and  met 
in  the  medal  round  to 
determine  who  would 
enter  the  final  game  for 
gold.  Considering  the 
political  tension  of  the 
time  between  each  couit- 
try,  the  implications  for 
victory  transcended  the 
sport  and  the  game.  The 
game  hved  up  to  its  hype, 
and  the  contest  was  tied 

3- 3  with  ten  minutes 
remaining  in  regula- 
tion time.  Team  captain 
Mike  Eruzione  broke 
the  tie  with  a goal,  and 
the  United  States  was 
able  to  hold  their  lead 
until  the  end.  Following 
the  game,  patriotic  sup- 
port for  the  team  was 
fervent  and  led  the  United 
States  to  defeat  Finland 

4- 2  and  claim  an  improb- 
able gold  medal,  for- 
ever clinching  its  place 
as  one  of  the  greatest 
sports  moments  in 
American  history. 


facts  courtesy  of  biographycom 
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Movie  Review:  ‘The  Woman  in  Black’ 


Lyndon  Seitz 

A&E  Editor 


In  “The  Woman  in 
Black”,  Daniel  Radcliffe 
plays  Arthur  Kipps,  a 
lawyer  and  widower  with 
a four  your  old  son.  To 
keep  his  Job,  Kipps  must 
travel  to  the  estate  of  a 
client  and  sort  things  out. 
However,  the  town  has 
several  issues  that  haunt 
it,  and  Kipps  encounters 
the  “woman  in  black,” 
with  dire  consequences 
each  time. 


The  film  does  a 
wonderful  job  of  creating 
a frightful  atmosphere, 
playing  with  light  and 
suspense  so  well  that  a 
small  animal  may  startle 
you  just  as  much  as  dead 
bodies.  Fans  of  gore  in 
their  horror  movies  will 
find  nothing  here.  Instead, 
darkness  and  sound  are 
the  key  elements  of  fear 
in  this  movie.  The  best 
decision  in  the  writing  is 
to  set  the  film  in  Victorian 
England,  allowing  for  the 
atmosphere  to  truly  set 
in.  This  would  simply  not 
work  in  a modem  setting. 


The  writing  is  stan- 
dard in  parts.  However, 
several  good  decisions 
were  made  throughout  the 
film.  The  cast  of  charac- 
ters isn’t  too  large. 

The  acting  is  bet- 
ter than  most  horror  films 
I’ve  seen.  While  there  are 
no  standout  performances 
in  my  mind,  I didn’t  think 
of  the  characters  by  their 
actors,  I thought  of  the 
characters  as  the  char- 
acters, which  is  quite  an 
achievement  for  Daniel 
Radcliffe.  However  good 
he  was  though,  I have  res- 
ervations about  his  cast- 


ing. It  simply  does  not 
seem  like  he  was  meant 
for  the  part.  I imagine 
there  were  many  actors 
that  would  be  better  suited 
for  the  role,  which  is  not  a 
thought  I entertained  for 
the  other  characters. 

It  should  be  noted 
that  the  ending  was  in- 
credibly well  done,  and 
while  I’ll  not  spoil  any  de- 
tails, I’ll  say  that  it  is  both 
unexpected  and  heavily 
satisfying. 

Overall,  it  is  a class 
above  your  standard  hor- 
ror film,  and  worth  a 
watch.  8 out  of  10. 


As  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent figures  of  the  Italian 
Renaissance , Michelange- 
lo was  a brilliant  painter, 
sculptor,  architect  and  poet 
credited  with  major  works 
from  the  legendary  artis- 
tic movement.  Beginning 
as  a sculptor  in  Florence, 
his  early  masterpieces 
include  the  Piet,  with 
which  he  influentially 
extracted  two  sculpted 
figures  from  a one  marble 
block,  and  a figure  of  Da- 
vid for  the  Florence  Ca- 
thedral in  1501,  which  is 
a prime  example  of  the 
Renaissance’s  celebra- 
tion of  the  human  body. 
Undoubtedly  his  great- 
est work  is  the  ceiling 
of  the  Sistine  Chapel,  an 


ambitious  project  which 
took  four  years  to  com- 
plete and  contains  com- 
plex imagery  of  Catholic 
deities  and  flourishing 
colors  and  depth.  The  size 
and  scope  of  his  mural 
is  unparalleled  in  the  ar- 
tistic world,  earning  him 
the  moniker  II  Divino 
(The  Divine  One).  Apart 
from  his  artwork,  Mi- 
chelangelo was  also  an 
accomplished  poet,  writ- 
ing over  3(X)  sonnets  and 
madrigals  in  his  time.  His 
dedication  to  his  work 
meant  that  he  often  ne- 
glected basic  everyday 
domestic  habits  like  eat- 
ing and  sleeping.  He 
also  often  slept  in  his 
boots  and  clothing.  Apart 
from  his  eccentric  sen- 
sibilities, Michelangelo 
is  hailed  as  one  of  the 
greatest  artists  to  have 
ever  lived,  and  worked 
to  redesign  the  architec- 
ture of  St.  Peter’s  Basilica 
in  Vatican  City  until  his 
death  at  the  age  of  88. 


facts  courtesy  of  biography xom 


The  Vagina  Monologues 

When:  February  24th  & 25th 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 


Where:  Dever  Auditorium 

Cost:  $3  for  students 

$5  for  everyone  else 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Arts&Entertainment 
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A&E 

Quick  Info 


Top  10  Singles 

1 . Kelly  Clarkson  - Stron- 
ger 

2.  Adele  - Set  Fire  to  the 
Rain 

3.  Flo  Rida  - Good  Feeling 

4.  Rhianna  - We  Found 
Love 

5.  David  Guetta  - Turn  Me 
On 

6.  Jessie  J - Doraino 

7.  Tyga  - Rack  City 

8.  Snoop  Dogg  & Wiz 
Khalifa  ft.  Bruno  Mars  - 
Young,  Wild  & Free 

9.  LMFAO  - Sexy  And  I 
Know  It 

10.  Bruno  Mars  - It  Will 
Rain 


Top  Movies 

1 . The  Vow 

2.  Safe  House 

3.  Journey  2:  The  Mysteri- 
ous Island 

4.  Star  Wars 


Upcoming  DVD  Releases 

- J.  Edgar 

- Son  of  No  One 

- Unforgiven 

- Mighty  Macs 

- Tower  Heist 

- London  Boulevard 


Top  Albums 

1. Adele-21 

2.  Lana  Del  Rey  - Bom  to 
Die 

3.  Leonard  Cohen  - Old 
Ideas 

4.  Various  Artists  - 2012 
Grammy  Nominees 

5.  Kidz  Bop  - Kidz  Bop  21 

6.  Drake  - Take  Care 

7.  Tim  McGraw  - Emo- 
tional Traffic 

8.  Fred  Hammond  - God, 
Love  & Romance 

9.  LMFAO  - Sorry  For 
Party  Rocking 


Album  Review:  Of  Montreal’s  ‘Paralytic  Stalks’ 


of 

PARALYTIC 


Jarryd  Conz 
Voice  Reporter 


Although  the  recent  dis- 
paraging reviews  for  Of  Mon- 
treal’s latest  album  “Paralytic 
Stalks”  have  been  upsetting, 
they’re  really  not  all  that  sur- 
prising. Anytime  an  artist  de- 
cides to  do  something  different, 
critics  tend  to  degrade  it  by  la- 
beling it  as  “excessive”  or  “self 
indulgent.”  “Paralytic  Stalks” 
far  surpasses  such  cliches,  and 
I would  go ^s  far  as  to  call  it  a 
true  masterpiece. 

Of  Montreal  has  come 
a long  way  from  their  mid  90s 
origins  with  the  Athens,  Geor- 
gia Elephant  6 recording  group. 
They’ve  transformed  from  in- 
nocent bedroom  pop,  to  wacky 
psychedelic  experiments,  to  an 
acclaimed  electro  pop  unit  fo- 
cused around  front  man  Kevin 
Barnes. 

After  the  wildly  inventive 
excursions  into  R&B  of  the  last 
two  records,  “Paralytic  Stalks” 
is  probably  the  most  perplexing 
yet. 

Barnes  acknowledges 
Charles  Ives  and  Krzysztof 
Penderecki  as  recent  influenc- 
es, which  can  be  heard  here  as 
compositions  warp  from  pop 
into  the  realms  of  avant-garde. 
This  is  possible  with  the  classi- 


cally trained  string  player  Kishi 
Bashi  and  horn  player  7ac  Col- 
well who  both  add  great  depth 
to  the  arrangements. 

After  the  eerie  and  emo- 
tional build  up  of  the  opening 
track  we  are  hit  over  the  head 
with  the  opening  lines  of  “Spite- 
ful Intervention”:  “It’s  f***ing 
sad  that  we  need  a tragedy  to 
occur  to  gain  a fresh  perspective 
in  our  lives/Nothing  happens 
for  a reason/there’s  no  point 
even  pretending  you  know  the 
sad  truth  as  well  as  I...” 

Barnes  states  in  an  in- 
terview with  Paste  Magazine, 
“When  I started  writing  these 
songs,  I knew  I wanted  to  ex- 
press something  more  personal, 
more  intimate.  I didn’t  want  to 
make  another  record  with  a per- 
sona.” 


STALKS 

photo  by  stereogum.com 

Perhaps  this  is  a reac- 
tion to  the  commercial  appeal 
of  2010’s  “False  Priest”.  Just 
as  “Spiteful  Intervention”  is  a 
somewhat  accessible  piece  of 
pop  music,  dissonant  strings  in 
the  arrangement  foreshadow 
something  unsettling  bubbling 
underneath  the  surface. 

The  album’s  first  single 
“Dour  Percentage”  is  an  early 
highlight.  The  opening  phrases 
of  intense  flute  and  percus- 
sion deceptively  bring  us  into 
a smooth  disco  influenced  cho- 
rus with  Barnes  singing  in  his 
trademark  falsetto. 

This  lushly  arranged 
piece  makes  you  swoon,  with 
one  of  the  best  melodies  Barnes 
has  ever  written.  In  comparison, 
the  rave-esque  coda  of  “We  Will 
Commit  Wolf  Murder”  makes 


you  wonder  whether  you  should 
dance  or  run  in  fear. 

“Wintered  Debts”  might 
perhaps  be  the  finest  moment  on 
the  album.  The  piece  goes  from 
a melancholic  acoustic  ballad  to 
a bright  yet  tortured  pop  song. 

The  music  then  trans- 
forms into  a chilling  classical 
section  led  by  string  instru- 
ments, and  eventually  harkens 
back  to  the  sweet  pop  sound  of 
Barnes’  early  days. 

“Exorcismic  Breeding 
Knife”  is  by  far  the  most  avant- 
garde  piece  Barnes  has  ever 
composed.  Although  it  may  be 
alienating  to  some  fans,  it  shows 
just  how  versatile  Barnes  is. 

After  this  scary  explo- 
sion Barnes  takes  us  home  with 
the  thirteen  minute  “Authentic 
Pyrrhic  Remission”.  Ranging 
from  funky  pop  to  experimen- 
tal orchestration  the  piece  ends 
with  a beautiful  piano  and  vocal 
summation. 

Perhaps  Kevin  Barnes  is 
to  pop  music  as  Miles  Davis  is 
to  jazz.  They  are  constantly  re- 
inventing their  music  and  they 
would  rather  float  into  the  un- 
known abyss  of  obscurity  than 
sacrifice  their  creativity.  For 
this  reason  I say  Barnes  is  a 
legend.  Although  not  the  most 
accessible,  “Paralytic  Stalks”  is 
one  of  the  most  ambitious  pop 
albums  in  recent  memory. 


International  Programs  Office 

You’re  A Good  Man, 

is  hosting  an: 

Charlie  Brown 

Asian  Film  Series 

Farewell  My  Concubine  p|MM||||||ng||| 

When:  Tuesday, 

Time:  2:00  pm 

February  22nd  - 25th  @ 7:30  in  Juniper  Park 

Where:  Wilson  Sav.  Auditorium  B 

Special  showing  on  February  25th  @ 2:30 

The  Westfield  Voice 
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Records  shattered  as  Westfield  men  capture  MASCAC  track  title 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Westfield  State  University 
captured  its  sixth  straight  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Collegiate  Ath- 
letic Conference  (MASCAC) 
Men’s  Indoor  Track  & Field 
title  on  Saturday,  Feb.  1 1 , as  the 
Owls  posted  a 21 -point  victory 
over  runner-up  Worcester  State 
at  the  2012  Championships  that 
took  place  at  Southern  Maine’s 
Costello  Athletic  Fieldhouse 
Complex  as  part  of  the  New 
England  Alliance  Champion- 
ships. 

Westfield  State  posted  a 
team  score  of  188  points  on  the 
day  to  outdistance  Worcester 
State’s  total  of  167  points,  while 
Bridgewater  State  (95  points) 
and  Fitchburg  State  (71  points) 
rounded  out  the  team  competi- 
tion in  third  and  fourth  place, 
respectively.  The  Owls  have 
won  all  six  MASCAC  indoor 
championships,  which  have 
been  contested  since  2007. 

“Going  into  the  (MAS- 
CAC) meet  we  did  not  expect  to 
win  but  we  had  some  great  per- 
formances and  a lot  of  personal 
bests,”  said  Westfield  State  head 
coach  Sean  O’Brien. 


“We  had  some  people  like 
Bobby  Fitzgibbons  who  had  a 
personal  best  in  the  high  jump 
early  in  the  meet  and  that  seem 
to  fire  everybody  up,  that  started 
things  rolling.  ‘These  guys  just 
take  this  meet  seriously.” 

In  addition,  Westfield 
State  finished  as  the  ruimer-up 
to  UMass  Dartmouth  in  the  20 1 2 
New  England  Alliance  Champi- 
onships, which  combines  com- 
petition between  institutions 
from  both  the  MASCAC  and 
Little  East  Conference. 

The  Corsairs  posted  a 
team  score  of  145  points  to  out- 
distance the  Owls’  mark  of  94 
points  in  the  Alliance  scoring. 
Westfield  placed  second  in  the 
10-team  New  England  Alliance 
meet  despite  claiming  only  one 
first  place  (Tom  Gauger  in  the 
pole  vault). 

Six  different  individu- 
als captured  MASCAC  crowns 
on  the  day  for  Westfield  State, 
led  by  junior  Brendan  Corc- 
oran (Walpole,  Mass.),  who 
took  titles  in  both  the  400  me- 
ters (50.72)  and  800  meters 
(1:57.89)  and  broke  his  own 
conference  record  in  the  latter 
event,  and  a sensational  effort 
from  junior  Tom  Gauger  (Bill- 


erica, Mass.),  who  shattered  his 
own  school  record  and  set  new 
conference  records  in  the  pole 
vault  (4.80  meters/15-9). 

Brendan  Corcoran  pow- 
ers his  way  to  a victory  in  the 
800  meter  run. 

Gauger,  who  best  vault 
prior  to  this  year  was  14-5,  eas- 
ily cleared  15-1  (view  video 
clip  on  Owl  website)  to  re-set 
his  school  record  of  14-11  he 
had  set  last  week. 

The  only  competitor  re- 
maining, he  opted  to  take  a big 
bump  and  move  the  bar  to  15-9, 
which  he  just  cleared  to  estab- 
lish himself  as  one  of  the  top 
Division  III  pole  vaulters  in  the 
nation.  Gauger  did  take  three  at- 
tempts at  16  feet  but  was  unable 
to  clear  the  height. 

What  made  his  15-9 
vault  even  more  sensational  is 
that  he  also  competed  in  two 
other  events  for  the  Owls  to  aid 
them  in  winning  the  conference 
championship.  The  solid  6-1, 
175-pounder  placed  sixth  in  the 
long  jump  (19-7)  and  seventh  in 
the  triple  jump  (38-8  3/4). 

“Tom  was  oustanding,” 
said  O’Brien.  “I  am  confident 
he  can  clear  16  feet.” 

The  Owls  also  received  in- 


dividual crowns  from  seniors  Pat 
Regan  (Wilbraham,  Mass.)  and 
Chris  Kerr  (Monson,  Mass.),  ju- 
nior Bobby  Fitzgibbon  (Walpo- 
le, Mass.)  and  sophomore  Cam 
Fairbanks  (Hopkinton,  Mass.) 
in  the  600  meters  (1:24.79),  55 
meter  hurdles  (8.08),  high  jump 
(1.93  meters/6-4)  and  mile  run 
(4:26.00),  respectively.  Regan 
also  placed  third  in  the  mile  run 
and  Fairbanks  was  fourth -in  the 
1,000  meter  run. 

Fitzgibbon  had  a person- 
al best  in  the  high  jump  as  did 
Justin  Ehrhardt  in  the  shot  put, 
who  placed  second  with  a heave 
of  48-4.  Ehrhardt  also  finished 
sixth  in  the  weight  throw. 

Westfield’s  other  top 
MASCAC  performers  were 
Zack  Madera  (second,  55  me- 
ter dash;  third,  long  jump;  fifth, 
200),  Tim  Concannon  (fourth  in 
long  and  triple  jumps),  Andrew 
Buanno  (third,  55;  sixth,  200; 
fifth,  long  and  triple  jumps), 
Jonathan  Joyce  (second,  3,0(K); 
third,  800);  and  Anthony  Fris- 
sora  (second,  1000  and  mile 
runs). 

Worcester  State  junior 
Todd  Paquin  (Pelham,  N.H.) 
was  the  lone  triple  event  winner 
during  the  competition,  as  he 


copped  titles  in  the  long  jump 
(6.72  meters/22-00.75)  as  well 
as  the  55  meters  (6.57)  and  200 
meters  (23.11),  while  the  Lanc- 
ers also  broke  the  conference 
mark  in  the  4 x 400  relay  with  a 
time  of  3:26.89. 

Bridgewater  State  re- 
ceived individual  crowns  from 
junior  Michael  McPherson 
(Mansfield,  Mass.)  and  sopho- 
mores Joshua  Danner-Hicks 
(Haverhill,  Mass.)  and  Andrew 
Sukeforth  (Middleboro,  Mass.) 
in  the  shot  put  (15.35  meters/50- 
04.50),  triple  jump  (13.62 
meters/44-08.25)  and  1,000 
meters  (2:32.08),  as  McPher- 
son broke  a seven-year  old 
MASCAC  mark  in  his  event, 
while  the  Bears  also  set  a 
new  league  standard  in  the 
4 X 800  relay  with  a time  of 
8:09.12. 

Fitchburg  State’s  senior 
tandem  of  Matt  Muolo  (Stone- 
ham,  Mass.)  and  Chris  Kibler 
(Bath,  Maine)  rounded  out  the 
list  of  individual  champions 
with  record-setting  performanc- 
es in  the  weight  throw  (18.40 
meters/60-04.50)  and  3,000 
meters  (8:42.04),  respectively, 
as  Muolo  broke  his  conference 
record  in  his  event. 


With  Mayweather-Pacquiao  problems  is  boxing  killing  itself  off? 


T^Ier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 

For  every  generation, 
there  have  always  been  great 
boxers  who  were  able  to  bring 
the  sport  into  the  limelight  and 
produce  epic  encounters. 

Whether  it  was  Ali  vs. 
Frazer,  or  Ali  vs.  Foreman,  or 
any  fight  that  included  Mike 
Tyson  in  the  late  80’s  and  early 
90 ’s,  boxing  always  had  mar- 
quee matchups. 

Boxing  was  considered 
big  time,  and  people  all  over 
the  world  coughed  up  their  own 
money  to  buy  the  fights  on  pay- 


per-view. 

Unfortunately,  that  was  in 
the  past,  and  nowadays  boxing 
is  becoming  irrelevant.  It  is  far 
less  popular  than  Mixed  Martial 
Arts.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  this  has  happened,  but 
mainly  because  of  numerous 
titles  and  a lack  of  big  names. 

If  you  ask  any  sports 
fan  to  name  five  current  box- 
ers, most  likely  they  will  have 
no  trouble  coming  up  with  two 
names,  but  then  be  unable  to 
name  any  others. 

The  two  top  names  in 
boxing  right  now  are  Manny 
Pacquiao  and  Floyd  Mayweath- 
er  Jr.  Both  are  champions  in 


their  weight  class  and  are  must 
see  fighters.  One  would  expect 
that  two  men  who  can  produce 
such  a vast  amount  of  money 
for  themselves  and  publicity  for 
their  sport  would  most  likely 
have  fought  a couple  of  times 
by  now. 

Sadly  you  would  be  mis- 
taken if  you  thought  that,  be- 
cause these  two  fighters  who 
everybody  wants  to  see  face  off 
cannot  agree  on  the  stupid  petty 
issues.  Both  sides  continue  to 
argue  over  these  issues  that  are 
really  the  only  topic  that  people 
are  talking  about  in  boxing  right 
now. 

There  are  numerous  ex- 


cuses to  why  these  two  have  not 
fought  yet.  It’s  about  money. 
It’s  about  dates.  It’s  about  drug 
testing.  It’s  about  jail  sentences 
and  who’s  dodging  whom. 

In  other  words,  it’s  long 
past  time  for  normal  folks  to 
stop  paying  attention  to  these 
two  so-called  adults  acting  like 
third  graders  arguing  over  a 
ball. 

However,  we  cannot,  be- 
cause people  want  to  see  this 
fight  and  want  to  come  back  to 
the  sport  of  boxing.  In  addition, 
the  legal  system  wants  this  fight 
to  happen. 

How  else  can  you  ex- 
plain the  fact  that  Mayweather 


was  able  to  convince  a Nevada 
Judge  to  delay  the  beginning  of 
his  87-day  jail  sentence  after 
a plea  deal  on  a domestic  vio- 
lence charges  to  June  1 instead 
of  Janujuy  6? 

Mayweather’s  attorney 
successfully  argued  that  he 
should  be  allowed  to  fight  on 
May  5 to  honor  an  existing  deal 
with  MGM  Grand. 

Who  knows  if  these  two 
great  fighters  will  ever  fight  and 
save  their  sport.  In  a way,  maybe 
it’s  a good  sign  that  the  sport  of 
boxing  is  dying.  Maybe  the  idea 
of  fewer  young  men  deciding  to 
punch  and  be  punched  should 
be  celebrated  in  our  society. 


13 


The  Westfield  Voice Sports 

Balanced  attack  powers  men’s  basketball  to  win  over  Rams 


Mickey  Curtis  and 
Matt  Jardin 


Junior  center  Matt  Devine 
(Pembroke)  led  Westfield  State 
University’s  balanced  attack 
with  game  highs  of  19  points, 
13  rebounds  and  five  blocked 
shots  to  lead  the  Owls  to  a hard- 
earned  73-52  Senior  Night  vic- 
tory over  Framingham  State 
University  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14. 

Westfield  is  15-9  overall 
and  7-4  in  the  Massachusetts 
State  Collegiate  Athletic  Con- 
ference (MASCAC)  with  one 
regular  season  game  remaining, 
this  Saturday  at  Fitchburg  State. 
Framingham  concludes  the  reg- 
ular season  9-16  and  3-9. 

Westfield  outscored 
Framingham,  51-30,  in  the  sec- 
ond half  after  a horrific  first 
half  in  which  the  teams  battled 

Janae  Jones 


Mickey  Curtis  and 
Matt  Jardin 


Senior  point  guard  Janae 
Jones  (Springfield/Minnechaug 
HS)  scored  a career-high  18 
points  and  freshman  guard  Jen 
Ashton  (Beverly)  had  19  points, 
eight  assists  and  four  steals  to 
lead  Westfield  State  to  a 74- 
52  Senior  Night  victory  over 
Framingham  State  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  14. 

Westfield  is  12-12  overall 
and  5-6  in  the  Massachusetts 
State  Collegiate  Athletic  Con- 
ference with  one  game  remain- 
ing in  the  regular  season,  this 
Saturday  at  Fitchburg  State. 
Framingham  State  is  12-12  and 
3-9. 

The  Owls  avenged  an 
earlier  loss  to  the  Rams  but  the 
victory  was  far  from  easy  in 
the  final  regular  season  home 
game.  Leading  48-45  with  9:08 
remaining,  Westfield  outscored 
Framingham,  26-7,  over  the 


to  a 22-22  draw.  There  were 
more  rebounds  (45)  than  points 
scored  in  the  first  half  as  the 
teams  shot  a combined  26  per- 
cent (16-for-61). 

Devine  only  had  two 
points,  five  rebounds  and  a 
block  in  the  first  half,  but  he 
picked  up  the  pace  in  the  second 
half  with  17  points,  eight  boards 
and  five  rejections. 

“I  felt  I was  really  in 
rhythm  offensively,”  said 
Devine.  “Coach  (Rich  Sutter) 
told  me  to  keep  my  confidence 
up  and  that’s  what  1 tried  to  do. 
I really  just  tried  to  get  to  the 
basket. 

“I  stayed  out  of  foul  trou- 
ble (one  personal)  in  the  first 
half  which  allowed  me  to  be 
more  aggressive  in  the  second 
half  going  for  blocks,”  added 
Devine,  who  leads  the  NCAA 
Division  III  nationally  in 
blocked  shots  per  game  (5.0). 


game  final  nine  minutes  to  fi- 
nally pull  away. 

Jones  sparked  the  surge 
by  scoring  14  of  her  18  points 
in  the  second  half.  The  speedy 
4- 1 1 point  guard  also  had  three 
assists  and  four  steals  and  only 
two  turnovers. 

“Janae  played  a phenom- 
enal game,”  said  Westfield  head 
coach  Andrea  Bertini.  “Her  de- 
fense was  great  and  she  always 
found  the  ball.  She  was  tough 
on  their  point  guard  and  offen- 
sively she  kept  control  of  the 
game  and  took  good  shots.” 

“I  felt  loose.  I knew 
Framingham  was  going  to  come 
play  even  though  it  was  our 
Senior  Day  and  I am  glad  we 
pulled  out  the  win,”  said  Jones. 
“1  am  just  surprised  at  how  easy 
they  (points)  came  to  me.  I got 
going  early  and  never  slowed 
down.” 

Both  teams  had  first- 
half  scoring  runs.  Paced  by 
the  3-point  shooting  of  junior 
guard  Courtney  Kegresse  (Ad- 
ams/Hoosac  Valley),  the  Owls 


The  Owls  dramatically 
improved  offensively  in  the 
second  half,  shooting  50  per- 
cent from  the  field,  while  they 
limited  the  Rams  to  29  percent 
field  goal  shooting  the  entire 
game.  The  Owls’  defensive  ef- 
fort comes  as  no  surprise  as  they 
lead  the  nation  in  blocked  shots 
per  game  (7.8)  and  field  goal 
shooting  defense  (36  percent). 
They  blocked  10  Framingham 
shots,  including  six  in  the  sec- 
ond half. 

“We  really  preach  defense 
during  practice;  we  had  good 
fullcourt  defense  and  we  relied 
on  Matty  for  some  blocks,”  said 
assistant  coach  John  Gingras. 
“We  changed  it  up  a lot  defen- 
sively we  left  Framingham  off 
balance.” 

“The  pressure  and  steals 
gave  us  great  transition;  we 
were  really  aggressive,”  said 
Devine  of  Westfield’s  second- 


jumped  out  to  an  early  14-4 
lead.  But  the  scrappy  Rams 
moved  the  ball  well  offensively 
and  went  on  a 13-0  run  to  take  a 
17-14  lead. 

Westfield  trailed  25-20  but 
closed  the  first  half  with  a 10-2 
run  for  a 30-27  lead.  Kegresse 
canned  a trey  and  freshman  cen- 
ter Gabby  Felix  (Springfield/ 
Commerce)  converted  an  old 
fashioned  3-point  play  during 
the  run. 

Stephanie  White  and  her 
family  are  honored  during  Se- 
nior Night. 

“It  was  up  and  down.  We 
wanted  to  play  a fast-paced 
game  and  that’s  what  we  did, 
forcing  turnovers”  said  Jones. 
“Framingham  is  known  for  the 
scoring  runs  they  go  on  and  we 
limited  those.” 

Westfield  took  an  11- 
point,  43-32  lead  on  a Jones 
layup  at  the  15-minute  mark. 
But  the  Rams  kept  battling  back, 
led  by  a pair  of  3-point  baskets 
by  junior  guard  Madeleine  Park 
(Blue  Hill,  Maine),  who  scored 


half  play.  “We  were  really  just 
in  control.” 

Westfield  began  its 
second-half  assault  when 
high-scoring  junior  guard  Lee 
Vazquez  drained  a three-ball 
from  the  deep  comer  for  a 35- 
27  lead  with  15:38  remaining. 
Westfield  led  44-36  at  the  11:14 
then  went  on  a 10-0  run  over 
the  next  three  minutes  to  take  a 
commanding  54-36  lead. 

“Lee  hit  a big  three  in  the 
comer  which  really  gave  us  a 
boost  and  the  defense  just  kept 
playing  consistently  well,”  Gin- 
gras said. 

Three  other  Owls  besides 
Devine  charted  impressive  sta- 
tistics. The  5-6  Vazquez,  ranked 
18th  nationally  in  scoring  (21 .7) 
and  second  in  steals  per  game 
(3.9),  finished  with  12  points, 
eight  rebounds,  three  assists  and 
seven  steals. 

Junior  forward  Ryan 


a game-high  20  points,  to  pull 
within  three  points,  48-45,  with 
9:08  remaining. 

Westfield  then  closed  the 
game  with  its  26-7  mn  sparked 
by  a strong  defensive  effort  and 
the  scoring  of  Jones,  Ashton, 
and  Felix. 

“Our  defensive  second 
half  was  strong”  said  Bertini. 
“We  kept  them  off  the  glass  and 
overall  it  was  a really  good  team 
win.  A lot  of  players  were  fight- 
ing thm  physical  ailments.” 

Jones  was  somewhat 
sentimental  after  playing  in 
her  103rd  career  game  for  the 
Owls  on  Senior  Night.  She 
was  honored  prior  to  the  game 
along  with  senior  reserve  guard 
Stephanie  White  (Easthamp- 
ton),  a transfer  from  Holyoke 
Community  College. 

“Everybody  asked  me  if  I 
was  going  to  cry  and  I didn’t,” 
said  Jones  “When  the  season  is 
over  I am  really  going  to  miss 
it  and  the  team  is  really  a great 
support  group.” 

“Janae  has  had  good  suc- 


White  posted  a double-double 
with  13  points  and  13  boards 
and  freshman  forward  Grant 
Cooper  racked  up  18  points, 
seven  rebounds,  five  assists  and 
two  steals. 

“I  started  off  slow  on  of- 
fense so  I focused  on  my  de- 
fense,” said  Cooper.  “In  the  sec- 
ond half  we  got  the  ball  moving 
pretty  well  and  everyone  was 
scoring  pretty  easily.” 

The  Owls  only  shot  38 
percent  from  the  field  (27-72) 
for  the  game,  but  they  did  shoot 
well  from  the  foul  line,  canning 
16  of  19  free  throws. 

Tyrone  Figueroa  led  the 
Rams  with  16  points,  seven  re- 
bounds, three  assists  and  three 
steals.  Andre  Santana  tied  for 
game-high  honors  with  19 
points.  While  Westfield  had 
four  players  in  double  figures, 
Framingham’s  third  leading 
scorer  only  had  four  points. 


cess  over  four  years  and  she  has 
really  improved,”  Bertini  said. 
“Steph  has  only  been  here  for 
two  years  and  her  game  im- 
proved and  she  was  the  perfect 
team  player.” 

The  future  is  bright  for 
the  Owls  with  two  freshman 
starters  in  Ashton,  the  team’s 
leading  scorer  who  ranks  fourth 
nationally  in  steals. 

And  Felix  had  a monster 
game  that  was  overshadowed 
by  Jones’  Senior  Night  effort  as 
the  6-0  center  posted  a double- 
double with  14  points  and  18 
rebounds. 

Kegresse  had  14  points  in 
the  balanced  attack.  Westfield 
shot  49  percent  for  the  game, 
including  57  percent  in  the  sec- 
ond half. 

Also  scoring  in  double 
figures  for  Framingham  were 
sophomore  guard  Kristen  Hoff- 
man (Foxboro)  with  12  points 
and  junior  forward  Kia  Minor 
(Edgartown)  with  10.  Hoffman 
was  held  to  two  second-half 
points. 


savors  Senior  Night  in  women’s  basketball  victory 
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Morning  Joe 


“J4.  IVeekCy  Look  at  tfie  IVorCcftf  S_poris. 


This  past  Monday,  Randy 
Moss  announced  on  Ustream 
that  he  wants  to  give  the  NFL 
another  try  and  finish  his  career 
off  the  way  he  intended  - with- 
out complete  turmoil. 

As  Moss  begins  his  march 
back  into  the  NFL,  the  argu- 
ment of  how  much  he  has  left 
in  the  tank  is  beginning  to  over- 
shadow this  year’s  free  agency 
class. 

Randy  Moss’  former  men- 
tor Chris  Carter  in  Minnesota 
said,  ‘The  one  thing  you  have 
to  address  with  Randy  Moss  is 
not  a conditioning  thing,  it’s  not 
an  age  thing.  I believe  it’s  the 
elephant  in  the  room.  It’s  that 
thing  called  quit.” 

Carter,  being  the  veteran 
wide  receiver  in  Minnesota, 
helped  groom  Moss  from  1998 
to  2001,  spending  a great  deal 


of  time  with  him  on  and  off  the 
field. 

My  money  is  on  Carter 
here  - Randy  Moss  can  excel 
as  far  as  he  allows  himself  to. 
Nothing  much  has  changed 
since  2010. 

Throughout  Moss’  pro- 
lific career,  we’ve  seen  a differ- 
ent player  from  city  to  city.  If 
he  lands  on  a team  with  a strong 
front  office,  stem  head  coach 
and  proficient  supporting  cast, 
he  will  be  the  player  we  once 
knew. 

Moss  is  a freak  athlete 
who  most  think  (including 
Chris  Carter)  could  step  out 
of  bed  and  still  run  a 4.3.  His 
deep-play  threat  single  hand- 
edly  coined  the  phrase  “getting 
Mossed.” 

He  proved  in  New  Eng- 
land that  with  the  right  people 


around  him  he  can  shut  his 
mouth  and  just  play  football  for 
an  extended  period  of  time. 

After  being  abruptly  trad- 
ed by  New  England  in  2010,  we 
saw  a different  player  whose 
body  language  showed  his  dis- 
interest. It  was  clear  that  Moss 
knew  his  comments  regarding 
his  negative  attitude  towards 
his  contract  renewal  cost  him  a 
great  gig  with  the  Patriots. 

Although  Moss  is  an  in- 
triguing commodity,  there  are 
many  young  teams  who  are  still 
trying  to  find  themselves  and 
are  not  ready  for  the  ego  that 
comes  along  with  Moss. 

Questions  remain  regard- 
ing concerns  surrounding  his 
age  are  a nonfactor  to  me.  We 
are  talking  about  a guy  who 
has  never  really  suffered  a sig- 
nificant injury  while  avoiding 


any  major  surgeries  and  long 
rehabs. 

He  also  rested  up  for  an 
entire  season  as  he  declared  he 
would  retire  in  August  of  201 1 . 

Now  that  there  is  no  lock- 
out this  offseason,  teams  will 
take  a good  hard  look  at  them- 
selves and  sit  down  and  seri- 
ously consider  what  this  future 
hall  of  famer  could  provide  for 
their  club.  In  a league  with  a 
slew  of  great  coaching  staffs, 
and  arrogant  coaches  like  Rex 
Ryan,  Randy  Moss  will  have  no 
trouble  finding  a home  in  2012. 

It  is  evident  Moss  will  not 
be  the  player  we  saw  in  2007, 
but  if  history  shows  us  any- 
thing, Randy  Moss’  positive  at- 
titude can  make  him  an  efficient 
NFL  wide  receiver. 

Some  potential  suitors  for 
Moss’s  services  include  New 


England,  Philadelphia,  Caroli- 
na, San  Francisco  and  the  New 
York  Jets. 

In  the  grand  scheme  of 
things,  I believe  Moss  will  end 
up  heading  back  to  New  Eng- 
land. He  said  this  past  fall  the 
only  team  he  would  come  out 
of  retirement  for  would  be  the 
Patriots. 

The  Chad  Ochocinco  ex- 
periment didn’t  go  as  planned, 
and  with  Matthew  Slater  only 
having  58  career  receptions, 
that  leaves  this  team  without  a 
deep  threat. 

The  Patriots  first  two 
picks  in  the  first  round  of  the 
2012  draft  will  most  likely  be 
directed  towards  strengthening 
the  defensive  line  or  second- 
ary, so  free  agency  would  be  the 
next  choice  for  Belichick  to  get 
a big  time  wide  receiver. 


Opinion:  The  NCAA  should  be  applauded  for  sticking  to  the  rules 


IXier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


Full  disclosure,  I am  a 
diehard  Connecticut  men’s 
basketball  fan  and  will  openly 
cheer  for  them  whenever  pos- 
sible. 

However,  recently  the 
school  attempted  to  weasel  its 
way  out  of  following  the  rules. 

Under  NCAA  rules,  a 
school  must  have  a two-year 
average  score  of  930  or  a 
four-year  average  of  900  on 
the  NCAA’s  annual  Academic 
Progress  Rate,  which  measures 
the  academic  performance  of 
student  athletes. 

According  to  an  AP  re- 
port, the  defending  national 
champions  would  be  academi- 
cally ineligible  in  20 1 3 , because 


the  NCAA  plans  to  use  data 
from  the  2009-10  and  2010-11 
academic  years,  in  which  they 
received  a score  of  826  for  the 
2009-10  school  year.  UConn’s 
score  for  the  2010-11  school 
year  is  expected  to  be  about 
975. 

That  would  only  give 
Connecticut  a two-year  score  of 
900.5  and  a four-year  average 
of  888.5,  which  would  make  the 
team  ineligible  to  compete  in 
the  NCAA  tournament  in  2013. 

Now  instead  of  taking 
this  punishment  with  respect 
and  some  dignity,  the  powers 
that  run  this  school  tried  to  ma- 
neuver a plan  that  would  allow 
them  leniency. 

This  supposed  plan  in- 
cluded reducing  the  number  of 
regular-season  games  from  27 
to  23, forfeiting  a Big  East  post- 
season revenue  share,  no  head- 


coach  recruiting  off-campus  in 
the  fall  of  2012,  extra  time  in 
study  hall  and  a Calhoun-led 
tour  of  inner-city  schools  to 
stress  the  importance  of  educa- 
tion. 

Thus  I applauded  the 
decision  the  NCAA  made  the 
other  day  when  they  denied 
UConn’s  appeal. 

It  upsets  me  that  there  are 
people  who  are  gifted  enough 
to  get  scholarships  to  go  to  such 
prestigious  schools  to  play  a 
sport,  but  cannot  show  up  to 
class,  or  at  least  try  to  study. 

When  did  we  as  a society 
lose  our  way  of  realizing  that 
the  purpose  of  going  to  college 
is  to  get  an  education,  not  to 
play  a sport? 

There  should  be  no  bar- 
gaining to  avoid  those  penal- 
ties, no  switching  the  rules 
when  the  results  are  not  in  your 


favor.  Most  of  us  learn  that  as 
children. 

Hopefully  UConn  finally 
learned  that  lesson  now  by  be- 
ing barred  from  participating  in 
next  year’s  NCAA  tournament 


and  its  players  could  use  that 
extra  time  to  hit  the  books. 

{Note:  Facts  on  UConn 
Academic  Reports  and  suspen- 
sion information  acquired  from 
an  Associated  Press  report) 


Are  you  a fan  of  Westfield  State  athletics? 

Do  you  regulary  attend  your  favorite 
Owls  home  games? 

Then  write  about  it! 

Send  your  WSU  sports  stories  to: 
the  voice  @ westfield  .ma.edu 
to  see  your  name  in  print  and  have  your 
voice  heard. 
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Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
A lot  of  people  will  have  their 
eyes  on  you  right  now,  so  be 
sure  that  you  give  your  very 
best  to  everything  you  do.  Just 
be  careful  that  you  don’t  end 
up  over-extending  yourself 
and  trying  to  do  too  much. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

Even  if  you  seem  pretty 
confident  right  now,  there  are 
still  bound  to  be  a few  worries 
and  fears  that’ll  be  weighing 
on  your  mind.  And  you  should 
really  think  about  sharing  some 
of  your  doubts  with  someone 
close  to  you. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  certain 
financial  issues  leave  you 
feeling  a little  confused. 
Just  realize  that  things  will 
eventually  end  up  sorting 
themselves  out  before  long. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

A few  partnership  issues  will 
be  weighing  on  your  mind . And 
even  if  you  seem  to  be  making 
some  progress  with  business 
and  personal  relationships, you 
still  won’t  be  entirely  certain 
where  everything  stands  right 
now. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

You  can  accomplish  a lot  if 
you  just  keep  your  eye  on  your 
most  important  goals  and  try  to 
move  things  forward  any  way 
you  can.  Regardless  of  any 
obstacles  you’ll  be  facing,  you 
should  be  able  to  make  some 
real  progress. 

Cancer 

(June  22  - July  22) 

You’ll  really  be  on  the  go,  and 
some  financial  opportunities 
should  be  coming  into  focus 
for  you  as  well.  Don’t  refuse  a 
job  offer  if  it  comes  up. 


Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  you 
end  up  feeling  a little  restless 
or  irritable.  Just  be  ready  to 
have  to  deal  with  a variety 
of  different  issues  around  the 
dorm  right  now. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’ll  be  eager  to  start  making 
some  real  changes  when  it 
comes  to  your  work  situation. 
But  if  some  things  aren’t 
entirely  clear  at  the  moment, 
the  time  to  leap  into  action 
may  not  have  arrived  for  you 
just  yet. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
You’ll  be  called  upon  to  be 
a little  more  flexible  and 
adaptable  than  usual.  So  just 
be  careful  that  you  don’t  allow 
yourself  to  become  too  rigid. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 

If  some  personal  issues  have 
seemed  a bit  unsettled  for  a 
while  now,  you  should  have 
the  chance  to  make  some  fresh 
starts.  Be  sure  to  focus  on  the 
things  that  you  know  you  can 
have  an  effect  on. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

Your  thoughts  are  bound  to  be 
a little  scattered,  and  others 
could  end  up  misunderstanding 
your  intentions  if  you’re  not 
careful. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
You  need  to  make  sure  that 
your  intentions  are  clearly 
understood.  If  other  people 
misinterpret  your  words  or 
actions,  you  could  wind  up 
being  blamed  for  something 
that’s  not  your  fault. 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s! 


All  Male  Review  with  Men  in  Motion 
Women  Only  from  9- 1 1 
$10  Tickets,  $15  at  the  Door 


Drink  Specials: 

Pink  Asshole  $3.75 
Sam  Adams  Noble  Pils  $3.75 
All  Mike’s  Hard  Lemonades  and 
Smirinoff  Ice  Bottles  $2.75 


1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 


And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 
Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


INTERN  in  Washington  DC 


CAMPUS  VISIT  WEDNESDAY.  FEBRUARY  2gTH 

ALL  MAJORS  WELCOMED! 

INFORMATION  TABLE  - 
WSU  Career  Fair  1 :00  pm-  4:00pm 
Scanlon  Hall 
Info  Session 

Fall,  Summer  & Spring  Placements 


Ifestfield  State  Unrierstly 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  pjn. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 


The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 
8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 
Wednesday 
8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

Friday 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 pjm. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
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Gastrointestinal  illness  outbreak  hits  state  of  Massachusetts 


photo  by  memorializingpromise.net 


WSU  students  who  are  suffering  from  any  type  of  symptoms 
should  go  to  Health  Services  located  in  the  back  of  Scanlon 
Hall. 


Joshua  Clark 
Voice  Reporter 


The  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health  has  seen  a 
significant  rise  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  gastrointestinal  illnesses 
during  this  winter.  The  illnesses  are 
most  likely  caused  by  Norwalk-like 
viruses. 

There  have  also  been  cases  of 
the  illness  reported  within  the  West- 
field  State  University  community. 

Norwalk-like  viruses,  other- 
wise known  as  norovirus,  named  af- 
ter the  town  in  Ohio  where  the  first 
strain  was  reported,  have  symptoms 
that  begin  one  to  two  days  after  the 
initial  date  of  infection. 

According  to  the  public  health 
fact  sheet  available  through  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Health,  the  symptoms  include 
nausea,  vomiting,  diarrhea,  and  ab- 
dominal cramps.  Patients  have  also 
reported  headaches,  fever,  chills  and 
muscle  aches. 

These  symptoms  usually  last 
one  to  two  days  with  no  long-term 
side  effects. 

Since  the  beginning  of  2012, 
there  have  been  more  than  30  out- 
breaks, consistent  with  norovirus, 
have  been  reported  within  long- 
term care  facilities  with  an  addi- 


tional eleven  cases  reported  within 
schools,  prisons  and  hospitals. 

The  Department  of  Health 
Services  at  Westfield  State  has  seen 
very  few  patients  with  a norovirus, 
but  has  made  sure  WSU  students 
were  aware  of  the  virus.  They  also 
wanted  to  alert  the  students  and  fac- 
ulty that  the  cases  are  being  taken 
care  of  and  that  there  is  nothing  to 
be  worried  about  if  everyone  on 
campus  makes  sure  to  “practice 
good  hygiene  to  avoid  it.” 

The  fact  sheet  from  the  state 
made  the  following  suggestions  to 
help  prevent  the  norovirus  infec- 
tion: 

• Always  wash  your  hands 
before  eating  with  warm  water  and 
soap 

• Always  wash  your  hands 
after  using  the  restroom  or  changing 
diapers 

• Make  sure  to  cook  all  food 
thoroughly  and  wash  all  fruits  and 
vegetables  when  preparing  them 

• When  travelling  to  an  area 
that  may  have  contaminated  water, 
always  drink  bottled  beverages  and 
do  not  use  ice  (carbonated  bever- 
ages are  preferred) 

• Clean  contaminated  areas 
with  a bleach-based  cleaner  after 
vomiting 

• If  you’re  taking  care  of 
somebody  who  has  any  of  the  symp- 
toms, make  sure  to  wash  your  hands 


thoroughly  with  plenty  of  soap  and 
warm  water 

• If  you  or  someone  you’re 
taking  care  of  has  persistent  diar- 
rhea, or  it  is  very  bad,  call  a health 
care  provider  for  the  proper  course 
of  action 

It  is  important  that  someone 
with  the  virus  stays  away  from  the 
general  population  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. The  virus  is  very  contagious 
and  outbreaks  must  be  prevented. 
The  norovirus  spreads  through  in- 
gestion, and  if  someone  is  not  al- 
ready infected  then  it  is  important 


that  they  stay  away  from  those  who 
are.  An  infected  patient  spreads  the 
virus  through  vomit  and  close  con- 
tact with  other  people. 

Someone  that  has  the  virus  can 
also  contaminate  food,  so  it  would 
be  best  for  a person  with  the  virus 
who  works  in  a grocery  store  or  a 
restaurant  to  take  a few  days  off. 

The  norovirus  is  the  most 
common  foodbome  illnesses  in  the 
United  States  and  preventing  one- 
self from  being  contaminated  with  it 
is  very  important  to  your  health  and 
that  of  those  around  you. 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Pages  2-4 

A&E  - Pages  9-11 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

State  of  the  Campus 

The  Woman  in  Black 

Sun"-  3:00pm-8:00p 

Public  Safety  - 5262 

IT  - 5528 

OpEd  - Pages  5-8 

Sports  - Pages  12  - 14 

Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Library  - 5231 

Republican  Race 

WSU  Basketball 

Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 
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Quick 

Hits 


Friday 
February  17th ' 

^:00  pm.  - Noah 
* Dever  Stage 

7:(K> pm.  - Campus 
Rave  - MASSPIRG 
Ely  Main  Lounge 


Saturday 
February  18th 
ii.OO<2j7i.-3KWalk 
Woodward  Center 


8:00 pm.  - Movie 
^ Jack  and  Jill 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

^ Sunday 

February  19th  ^ 

8:00  p m . * Movie 
W Jack  and  Jill 
Ely  Main  Lounge  f 


. ^ 


SGA 

Update 

by  Krysta  Livingstone 

- Be  sure  to  check 
out  the  Black  His- 
tory Month  calendars 
around  ctunpus. 

-Class of  20 12, be  sure 
to  order  your  fleece 
by  Friday  the  10  th  if 
you’re  interested. 

- SGA  is  also  looking 
into  doing  a big  service 
project  this  semester, 
more  details  to  come! 

- Are  you  interested  in 
the  Mr.  Westfield  Com- 
petition? See  sopho- 
more class  President 
Taylor  Fote  for  more 
information. 

- On  March  5th  at  5 
p.m.  SGA  President 
Lou  Cimaglia  will  be 
giving  the  first  ever 
“State  of  the  Campus” 
address  in  Dever  Hall 
and  Stage.  More  infor- 
mation to  follow. 


DATE 

01/29/12 

TIME 

0045 

01/29/12 

0252 

01/31/12 

1343 

02/01/12 

1936 

02/02/12 

2303 

02/03/12 

0223 

02/03/12 

0326 

02/03/12 

2314 

02/04/12 

0254 

02/04/12 

1616 

Campus  Police  Log 

01/29/12-02/04/12 

INCIDENT 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  1 2-31 -OF 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12-33-OF 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS) 
REPORT  TAKEN 


LOCATION 
LAMMERS  HALL 


COURTNEY  HALL 


NEW  RES  .HALL 


DAVIS  HALL 


LARCENY-  THEFT 

UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

APPLE  MAC  BOOK  AND  APPLE  IPAD  TAKEN 

INCIDENT#  12-37-OF 


DISTURBANCE  DOMESTIC 
VERBAL  DISPUTE 
RES  .LIFE  TO  FOLLOW-UP 

ASSAULT 

TWO  FEMALES  ARRESTED 
JUDICIAL  REFERRALS 
ARREST#  12-05-AR 
ARREST#  12-06- AR 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12-38-OF 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12-39-OF 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12^-OF 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL. (ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
INCIDENT#  12-H-OF 


SCANLON  HALL 


DICKINSON  HALL 


DICKINSON  HALL 


DAVIS  HALL 


SCANLON  HALL 


NEW  RES.  HALL 


Editor-In-Chief 
& Layout  Editor 
Samantha  Fahev 
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be  pzinced  with  your  name). 
, V-  The  Editorial 

Board  reserve.s  the  right  to 
make  grammatical  chang- 
es, keep  the  letter  as  is  or 
not  include  the  letter  at  alL 
, Submissions  may 
be  submitted  in  person  or 
by  email  the  Monday  before 
anticipated  publication  date. 

Editors  f have  the 
right  to  change  any  and  all 
articles  to  what  they  see  fit 
gramaricai^  and  content- 
wise  to  make  i^e  all  facts 
; and  appropriate. 
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The  Westfield  Voice Campus 

Opinion:  Turn  off  the  lights,  Westfield 


photo  by  westfieldstateimages.smugmug.com/ 
Some  students  feel  that  the  new  Dining  Commons 
wastes  electricity. 


Lindsay  Ketaineck 

Voice  Reporter 

Last  spring,  Westfield 
State  began  executing  a new  se- 
ries of  renovations.  A new  dorm 
is  being  built  next  to  Lammers, 
the  Library  was  completely  re- 
vamped, and  common  areas  and 
entranceways  in  multiple  build- 
ings got  a makeover 

Of  course,  the  first  and 
most  notable  change  is  to  the 
campus  Dining  Commons, 
whose  renovations  were  com- 
pleted last  summer.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  new  DC  is  beauti- 
ful and  it  keeps  up  the  theme  of 
glass  structure  seen  in  Scanlon 
Hall,  Ely  Hall,  and  New  Hall 

But  something  about  the 
DC  just  doesn’t  make  sense. 
One  of  the  benefits  of  the  glass 
walls  is  the  fact  that  it  lets  in 
tons  of  beautiful,  natural  light 
during  the  day,  making  your 
daytime  meals,  a pleasant  and 
sunnier  experience. 

So  with  all  this  sunlight 
flowing  in,  why  do  we  need  to 
keep  the  lights  on?  Granted, 
most  if  not  all  of  the  lights  are 
fluorescent,  so  they  don’t  use 
that  much  energy,  but  wouldn’t 
it  be  great  if  we  could  use  even 
less? 

According  to  Masslive. 
com,  $4  million  dollars  went 


into  making  our  DC  so  beauti- 
ful. But  how  much  money  is 
spent  on  keeping  it  lit  unneces- 
sarily? Perhaps  we  could  use 
that  money  to  fund  other  proj- 
ects or  help  school  programs. 

On  Facebook,  there  is 
now  a page  called  “The  Lights 


in  the  DC  (Westfield  State 
University)’’  that  facetiously 
pokes  fun  at  the  DC’s  unneces- 
sary lighting,  saying  things  like 
“Make  sure  to  come  to  the  DC 
tomorrow  - bright  and  early! 
We’ll  be  servin’  up  home-style 
pancakes  with  a side  of  lights!” 

The  creator  of  the  page, 
who  wishes  to  remain  anony- 
mous, has  previously  expressed 
his/her  distaste  for  the  DC’s 
lighting,  but  in  a more  public 
format,  it  is  shown  that  there  are 
many  students  who  agree. 

The  creator  said,  “I  think 
it  is  a rather  dim  idea  to  install 
windows  that  effectively  utilize 
natural  lighting  only  to  have 
them  rendered  useless  by  con- 
tinuously running  the  fluores- 
cent lights  during  the  day.” 

So  what  can  we  do?  Well 
it  seems  pretty  simple,  doesn’t 
it?  Let’s  turn  off  the  lights  dur- 
ing the  day.  There’s  no  doubt 
you’ll  be  able  to  see  your  om- 
elette just  fine  with  only  the 
sun. 


Sodexo  Survey 


All  participants  will 
receive  a coupon  for  one 

Free  Small  Hot  Coffee 

from 

ctzzm  an 

Dunlcin  ^ Donuts , 

or  Quixote^s 


Surveys  Ai'e 
Available 
2/13/12  - 2/26/12 
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Student 

Spotlight 

1-  by  Tim  Callery 

Name:  Nick  Sheehan 
Hometown:  Amesbury,  MA 
Major:  Business  Management 

Patriots,  Red  Sox,  Celtics,  or  Bruins,  if  you  had  to  choose  just  one 
team  to  receive  season  tickets  for  life,  which  would  you,  pick? 

I love  the  Sox,  but  I’d  have  to  take  the  Pats  tickets.  8 home  games  is  a 
lot  easier  to  make  than  8 1 . 

Favorite  guilty-pleasure  song  people  would  be  surprised  to  hear  you 
listen  to? 

“Because  the  Night”  by  Patti  Smith.  That  song  is  an  absolute  jam. 

If  you  could  be  anywhere  in  the  world  right  now,  where  would  it  be 
and  why? 

1 think  I would  be  up  for  a little  trip  to  Aruba.  Perfect  tropical  weather 
never  hurts. 

Biggest  pet  peeve? 

I have  a lot  of  them,  but  I would  have  to  go  with  the  sound  flip-flops 
make  when  people  walk.  That  drives  me  nuts. 

Are  you  involved  with  any  clubs  or  organizations  on  campus? 

Yes,  I’m  a board  member  for  the  Business  Club. 

What's  your  go-to  song  of  all  time? 

Very  difficult  question  and  it  could  change  at  any  minute,  but  I’ll  go 
with  “Baba  O’Riley”  by  The  Who. 

Favorite  New  England  vacation  spot? 

I’d  have  to  say  camping  up  in  Maine  is  my  favorite  New  England 
retreat.  It’s  very  relaxing. 

If  you  could  ask  your  future  self  one  question,  what  would  it  be? 
“What  is  my  biggest  regret?”  I’d  be  a fool  if  I didn’t  try  to  prevent  it. 

What  are  you  thinking  right  now? 

I could  really  go  for  a Fresh  Pot  of  coffee. 

Favorite  Youtube  video? 

Right  now  it  would  probably  be  any  Dom  Mazzetti  video.  I think  he’s 
hilarious. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it  - 
email 

thevoice  @westfield.ma  .edu 
and  tell  us  why. 


The  Westfield  Voice 


4 Campus 

President  Lou  Cimaglia  set  to  give  ‘State  of  the  Campus’  address 


Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 


On  Monday,  March  5th 
at  5:00  p.m.  in  Dever  Hall, 
Westfield  State  Student  Gov- 
ernment Association  President 
Lou  Cimaglia  will  be  holding 
what  is  being  called  a “State  of 
the  Campus”  address  because  it 
will  be  similar  in  format  to  the 
annual  State  of  the  Union  ad- 
dress given  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Cimaglia  will  be  speaking 
to  students,  faculty  and  staff,  all 
of  whom  are  encouraged  to  at- 
tend, on  issues  pertaining  to 
campus  life  from  the  student 


perspective. 

“I  decided  to  hold  this 
event  because  I believe  it  is 
something  the  president  of  the 
student  body  should  be  doing,” 
Cimaglia  said.  “It’s  a position 
with  a lot  of  responsibility,  and 
it  should  include  some  public 
visibility. 

“Plus,  this  is  such  an  ex- 
citing time  to  be  a Westfield 
State  student  with  all  of  the 
great  things  happening  around 
us.” 

Cimaglia  said  that  he  is 
hoping  this  address  will  encour- 
age student-wide  involvement 
and  interaction  with  student 
leaders,  a bond  that  Cimaglia 
said  has  been  lacking  in  years 
past. 


“This  speech  will  bring 
visibility  to  the  Student  Body 
President  position,”  Cimaglia 
said.  “Additionally,  I think  the 
entire  campus,  particularly  fac- 
ulty and  staff,  will  benefit  from 
hearing  a formal  and  organized 
presentation  from  a student.” 

Cimaglia  hopes  that  the 
speech  will  shed  light  on  the 
Student  Government  Associa- 
tion and  encourage  students  to 
participate  in  elections  with 
their  professors’  support. 

“Also,  in  light  of  the  sur- 
vey given  by  the  campus  center 
last  semester,”  Cimaglia  said,  “I 
want  students  to  see  that  SGA 
is  a proactive  body  that  has  the 
interests  of  the  student  at  the  top 
of  our  priority  list.” 


photo  by  westfieldjna.edu 
SGA  Pres.  Lou  Cimaglia  will  address  WSU  on  March  5th. 


Independent  film  ‘Noah’  to 
be  screened  at  Dever  Stage 
on  Feb.  17  @ 7:00  p.m. 

The  Identical  Films  Company  of 
Waltham,  MA  will  be  screening  their  first 
feature  length  film  titled  “Noah”  at  West- 
field  State  free  of  charge  on  Friday,  Feb. 
17th  from  7:00  to  9:30  p.m.  at  Dever  Stage 
in  Parenzo  Hall. 

The  film  is  set  in  an  alternate  present- 
day  reality  where  slavery  was  never  abol- 
ished and  follows  a slave  named  Noah  as  he 
attempts  to  escape  from  his  cruel  owner. 

Noah  uses  a present  day  underground 
railroad  organization  as  he  tries  to  flee  to 
a rumored  freedom  refugee  camp  in  Can- 
ada. 

All  admissions  are  free  and  all  are 
welcomed  and  encouraged  to  attend. 

'Noah  ’ is  sponsored  by 
The  Campus  Activities  Board. 
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CPAC  serves  as  rewarding  experience  for  Westfield  Voice  editor 


Alex  Myers 
Washington 
Correspondent 


Hello! 

I feel  like  I have  a lot 
to  say  this  week  because  1 did 
some  pretty  interesting  things 
last  weekend. 

No,  I didn’t  go  to  a party 
with  Barack  Obama,  but  I did 
go  to  CPAC  with  some  pretty 
cool  Republicans. 


I thought  it  was  really 
cool,  especially  having  media 
credentials. 

I was  able  to  go  in  to  any 
speech  I wanted  and  so  I used 
that  to  my  advantage  and  saw 
Steven  King,  Herman  Cain,  Mi- 
chele Bachmann,  and  others. 

It  was  awesome  to  see 
these  people  because  they  made 
them  seem  real  instead  of  just 
someone  on  a campaign  trail. 

I went  again  on  Saturday 
to  work,  but  I was  able  to  see 
my  boss  and  Fox  news  cor- 


respondent, Tucker  Carlson 
debate  with  a CNN  host.  And 
I was  about  1 foot  away  from 
Sarah  Palin  - 1 have  pictures  to 
prove  it. 

So  needless  to  say  CPAC 
is  an  amazing  experience  and  I 
hope  that  I have  the  opportunity 
to  attend  again. 

In  my  work  life,  I actually 
just  finished  writing  my  first 
original  story. 

I won’t  give  any  details 
because  I want  you  all  to  go  on 
the  site  and  read  it  (dailycaller. 


com)  but  it’s  pretty  cool. 

What  I mean  by  original 
is  that  I actually  called  people 
for  interviews  and  used  original 
sources. 

The  story  itself  may  not 
be  breaking  news,  but  the  writ- 
ing and  information  is  original. 

I’m  super  excited  about 
that  so  I can’t  wait  to  see  it  pub- 
lished. I hope  you  all  remain 
dedicated  readers  and  take  a 
look  at  it  too. 

I know  1 said  I did  a lot  of 
interesting  things  and  this  isn’t 


that  long  so  it  doesn’t  seem 
like  it,  but  I swear  it  was  pretty 
neat. 

I hope  everyone  had  a 
great  Valentine’s  Day  and  en- 
joyed the  Teen  Mom  2 finale 
like  1 did. 

Email  Alex  at  amyers9330 
@ Westfield. ma.edu  with 
any  questions  or  comments 
you  have  about  her  time  in 
the  nation ’s  capital. 


r[j  s T 

Fad  diets  are  all  the  craze 
when  it  comes  to  America’s 
obsession  with  battling  the 
bulge.  From  Atkins,  to  South 
Beach,  from  the  cookie  diet,  to 
the  paleo  diet,  these  diets  lead 
you  to  believe  that  you  need 
to  eat  certain  food  groups,  and 
completely  eliminate  others. 

In  reality,  by  denying 
the  body  certain  food  groups 
both  physically  and  psycho- 
logically, those  found  on 
these  diets  tended  to  lose  less 
weight  overall  than  those  eat- 
ing a moderate,  balanced,  and 
wholesome  diet.  In  fact,  many 
people  found  on  these  fad  diets 
fall  prey  to  “yo-yo”  patterns  of 
eating,  leading  them  to  actual- 
ly gain  more  weight  than  when 
they  had  originally  started. 

So  the  question  is:  How 
do  we  differentiate  fad  diets 
from  real  diets,  and  which  diet 
is  the  best?  The  answer  is:  no 
diet,  according  to  the  New 
England  Journal  of  Medicine. 
The  research  was  based  on  a 
comprehensive  study  at  Loui- 
siana State  University  that  fo- 
cused on  tracking  the  weight 
loss  and  ability  to  maintain 
that  weight  loss  over  a 2 year 
time  span. 

A variety  of  trendy  diets 
were  studied  including  a high- 
fat  diet,  a high-fat  high-protein 
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diet,  a low-fat  low-protein 
diet,  a low-fat  high-protein 
diet,  low-carb  diet,  and  a high- 
carb  diet . 

811  Overweight  adults 
were  chosen  and  randomly  as- 
signed to  one  of  the  aforemen- 
tioned diets,  all  of  which  had 
a goal  of  a 750-calorie  daily 
deficit,  but  none  of  which  were 
below  1 200  calories  a day. 

The  diets  all  consisted 
of  similar  foods  and  promoted 
guidelines  of  cardiovascu- 
lar health.  Carbohydrate  rich 
foods  with  a low  glycemic  in- 
dex were  promoted  with  each 
diet,  and  participants  were 
even  given  menu  plans  along 
with  nutritional  and  group 
support  for  behavioral  change 
modification  and  education. 

While  the  program  pro- 
moted exercise,  the  main  fo- 
cus of  this  study  was  on  the 
diet,  and  so  they  encouraged 
their  subjects  to  exercise  but 
kept  the  reconunendation  at  a 
minimum  of  three  sessions  of 
moderate  intensity  exercise  for 
thirty  minutes. 

The  study  included  a 
variety  of  health  parameters 
but  mostly  focused  on  overall 
scale  weight  at  the  end  of  the 
two  year  study.  Along  with 
scale  weight,  factors  such  as 
BMI , blood  pressure,  lipid  pro- 


files, and  metabolic  rate  were 
taken  into  consideration.  Psy- 
chological and  environmental 
factors  were  also  accounted 
for  through  surveys  on  hunger, 
cravings,  behaviors,  habits, 
and  values  in  regards  to  eat- 
ing. 

What  researchers  at 
Louisiana  State  University 
found  surprised  almost  all  of 
the  subjects  in  this  study.  It 
made  no  difference  which  diet 
plan  was  followed. 

After  two  years  the 
amount  of  weight  lost  by  par- 
ticipants was  the  same,  re- 
gardless of  the  diet.  Garbs  or 
no  carbs,  high  fat,  or  low  fat, 
there  was  no  difference  of 
weight  loss  or  change  in  waist 
circumference  among  the  vari- 
ous groups. 

The  most  interesting 
thing  about  this  study  however 
is  that  while  subjects  lost  an 
average  of  13  pounds  in  the 
first  6 months,  after  the  1 year 
period,  some  of  the  test  sub- 
jects had  gained  back  that  13 


pounds  plus  some  more. 

At  the  end  of  the  two 
year  study,  the  net  weight  loss 
was  only  at  6 pounds  per  per- 
son, and  only  2-3%  of  the  sub- 
jects had  lost  more  than  10% 
of  their  initial  weight  despite 
the  promised  drastic  weight 
loss  that  each  diet  sells  them- 
selves for. 

What  this  study  con- 
firms is  what  most  of  us  al- 
ready know:  diets  are  hard  to 
follow,  and  more  often  than 
not  extremely  inconvenient. 
The  best  way  of  eating  is  not 
some  cookie-cutter  meal  plan. 
Subjects  who  were  assigned 
a diet  strategy  closest  to  their 
own  diet  did  better  than  those 
who  had  to  make  big  changes 
to  follow  the  plan. 

This  tells  us  that  while 
although  you  might  be  able 
to  tolerate  a diet  for  a month 
of  two;  your  chances  of  suc- 
cess and  sticking  with  that  diet 
are  probably  slim.  By  eating  a 
moderate,  balanced,  adequate 
diet  including  all  of  the  food 


groups  in  variety,  you  can  in- 
sure you  are  healthy  and  the 
rest  will  follow. 

Losing  a pound  here 
or  there  is  a short  term  goal. 
Weight  loss  and  maintenance 
is  a long-term  outcome  of 
changing  old  habits  into  new 
habits  that  make  you  feel  bet- 
ter and  have  positive  effects  on 
your  well-being. 

When  you  commit  to 
following  a diet  that  is  sustain- 
able and  nourishing,  you  will 
have  the  energy  you  need  to  do 
all  the  other  things  you  want  to 
do,  to  make  you  happier  and 
healthier  in  other  areas  of  your 
life. 

The  question  about 
which  diet  is  best  is  settled. 
There  is  no  perfect  diet.  It  is 
whatever  works  best  for  you. 
Don’t  be  afraid  to  try  on  differ- 
ent strategies  for  size  as  it  may 
be  the  only  way  to  find  what 
works  best.  Just  remember  to 
follow  healthy  guidelines,  to 
listen  to  your  body  and  to  re- 
member moderation. 


Exercise  Motivation  of  the  Week: 

If  you  take  the  stairs  everywhere,  you’ll  never 
have  to  worry  about  getting  Take 

stuck  in  an  elevator. 

stairs! 
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Competency  and  Conservatism: 

This  week  in  politics 


photo  by  inquisitr.com 


Republican  Mitt  Romney  is  the  only  “forseeable”  can- 
didate to  replace  President  Obama. 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


I am  quite  pleased  to  an- 
nounce that  the  Obama  Admin- 
istration has  rescinded  the  order 
requiring  religious  institutions 
to  provide  birth  control.  This 
is  not  a big  surprise,  defying 
the  Bill  of  Rights  is  a momen- 
tous task,  even  for  President 
Obama. 

But  then  again,  he  has 
done  a great  job  getting  his 
pet  projects  through;  hence  the 
2009  Stimulus  Package  and  the 
Affordable  Care  Act,  aka  the 
Obama  health  plan. 

When  it  comes  to  taking 
the  focus  off  from  what  needs 
to  be  done  in  order  to  appease 
your  base,  he  is  second  to  none. 
I want  to  make  perfectly  clear 
that  I think  President  Obama 
has  done  a marvelous  job  on  the 
foreign  policy  side  of  things. 

And  that  while  I gripe 
about  his  general  malaise  to- 
wards governance,  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  he  is  a 
good  and  decent  man. 

On  Monday,  President 
Obama  sent  his  budget  to  con- 
gress for  approval.  Anybody 
who  knows  anything  about  pol- 
itics knows  that  the  presidential 
budget  is  completely  ignored. 
Congress  spends  a week  pick- 
ing through  it  and  then  decides 
to  arbitrarily  let  it  die. 

The  $3.8  trillion  budget 
does  little  to  solve  our  long- 
term problems.  The  budget 
steers  away  from  austerity  mea- 
sures, mostly  because  it  is  an 
election  year. 

Here’s  the  deal,  this  is  the 
fourth  straight  year  with  a $1 
trillion  budget  deficit.  By  2013, 
the  shortfall  appears  to  be  about 
$901  billion.  That's  a far  cry 
from  taking  bold  measures  to 
ensure  America’s  future. 

Spending  will  actually 
increase  almost  $300  million  in 
this  fiscal  year.  The  President 
has  proposed  a $476  billion  six- 


year  transportation  package. 
That’s  a 50  percent  increase 
from  last  years  transportation 
spending.  The  solution  to  cover 
this  cost  is  the  $231  billion  that 
comes  from  war  savings.  As  we 
all  know,  our  wars  have  been 
costly  in  blood  and  treasure. 

The  savings  incurred  can- 
not be  budgeted  since  they  were 
saved  from  allocations  that  were 
emergency  in  nature.  When  the 
wars  end,  that  money  should 
cease  to  be  spent. 

The  President’s  much 
talked  about  “Buffet  Rule”  is 
not  mentioned  at  all  in  his  bud- 
get. The  rule  is  an  effective  30 
percent  tax  rate  for  the  most 
successful  Americans.  Yes,  I 
said  successful  because  I’m 
sick  of  liberals  and  their  class 
warfare. 

So  my  best  guess  would 
be  that  the  President  will  be 
working  on  tax  reform  through 
other  avenues.  We  must  also  re- 
member that  this  budget  prob- 
ably won’t  get  out  of  one  cham- 
ber of  congress  without  being 
tom  apart. 

While  I generally  put 
much  blame  towards  the  Execu- 
tive Branch  of  government,  I ab- 
solutely loathe  congress.  That’s 
one  of  the  reasons  I am  so  criti- 
cal of  the  President,  somebody 
has  to  stop  those  spendthrift 
bums.  Whether  it’s  the  Demo- 
crats or  the  good  guys,  if  you 
are  in  congress,  than  that  means 


you  are  part  of  the  problem. 

In  other  news,  Mitt  Rom- 
ney was  beaten  by  Rick  Santo- 
mm  in  Colorado,  Minnesota, 
and  Missouri.  The  Governor  did 
manage  to  edge  out  Ron  Paul 
in  Maine,  a last  bit  of  saving 
grace.  However,  it’s  been  a dif- 
ficult week  to  be  a supporter  of 
Mitt  Romney.  Between  the  gen- 
eral lack  of  enthusiasm  for  his 
campaign  and  his  verbal  gaffes, 
it  never  ends. 

The  Governor  better 
shape  up  or  this  race  is  going 
south.  He  can’t  seem  to  lock  up 
the  nomination  and  it’s  costing 
him  money  that  would  be  best 
spent  against  the  Obama  ma- 
chine. 

America  could  bode  well 
with  a President  not  accustomed 
to  Washington  D.C. 

Romney’s  business  ex- 
perience and  the  ability  to  bal- 
ance the  budget  would  give  us 
a realistic  approach  towards  this 
nation’s  fiscal  insanity.  A pro- 
longed battle  may  make  Rom- 
ney a better  candidate,  we’ll 
see. 

However  we  need  a nom- 
inee that  will  send  President 
Obama  back  to  Chicago.  While 
Rick  Santorum,  Newt  Gingrich, 
and  Ron  Paul  fire  up  the  base, 
we  need  someone  who  can  get 
independents  back  on  our  side. 

The  only  foreseeable  can- 
didate to  accomplish  this  mis- 
sion is  Mitt  Romney. 


The  Westfield  Voice 


This  week  was  really  hard  for  me.  And  to  top  it  all 
off,  we  changed  from  12  pages  to  16  at  the  last  min- 
ute! I hope  you  all  like  how  it  came  out  in  the  end. 


I must  apologize  for  the  sodoku  on  page  15  being 
“very  hard.”  We  just  take  them  right  off  a website 
and  there  is  only  one  per  day!  So  sorry,  Nana.  It’s 
good  practice! 

I don’t  know  who  else  is  going  home  this  weekend, 
but  I can’t  wait.  I can  only  stay  here  for  so  many 
weeks  before  I need  a break!  And  no  matter  how 
much  I love  the  DC,  is  it  just  me  or  are  there  less 
normal  options  and  more  weird  options  to  choose 
from? 

Anyway,  have  a great  long  weekend,  everyone! 
Thanks  for  reading  this  week’s  edition! 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 
sf ahey 5744 @ westfield  .ma  .edu 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a 'letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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Affordable  access  to  contraception  a right  all  women  should  have 
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President  Obama  and  the  Catholic  Church  have  been  battling  over  access  to  contraception. 


Lindsay  Ketaineck 
Voice  Reporter 


With  the  upcoming  2012 
Presidential  elections  and  the 
preceding  Republican  presi- 
dential debates  at  primary  elec- 
tions, there  is  a lot  of  excitement 
buzzing  around  whom  will  be 
running  this  country  for  the  next 
four  years. 

In  particular,  front-run- 
ning candidates  Newt  Gingrich 
and  Mitt  Romney  are  steadily 
gaining  support  among  Ameri- 
cans that  have  been  dissatis- 
fied with  Obama’s  performance 
since  2009. 

However,  we  mustn’t  for- 
get that  President  Obama  is  still 
in  the  running  as  the  incumbent, 
and  he  has  laid  plans  for  initia- 
tives to  be  made  should  he  win 
a second  term. 

One  of  these  initiatives  is 
to  make  it  obligatory  for  busi- 
nesses that  provide  their  em- 
ployers with  insurance  to  pur- 
chase coverage  for  methods  of 
contraception,  including  steril- 
ization methods  like  hysterecto- 
mies and  vasectomies. 

As  was  mentioned  in  last 
weeks  “Competency  and  Con- 
servatism” piece,  churches  and 
other  religious  facilities  would 
be  exempt  from  this  rule. 

There  is  a significant 
amount  of  uproar  about  this 
idea,  most  of  which  comes  from 
the  Catholic  church  and  its  af- 
filiates, who  believes  that  the 
use  of  contraception  is  morally 
wrong. 

These  people  argue  that 
this  is  part  of  Obama’s  “war  on 
religion,”  and  that  this  is  the  un- 
constitutional meddling  in  the 
affairs  of  the  religious  commu- 
nity. 

Frankly,  that  is  nonsense. 
One  cannot  have  a “war  on  re- 
ligion.” 

Religion  is  an  idea,  an  in- 
tangible concept  that  cannot  be 
battled  against. 

There  can  be  argument 


between  religious  and  non-re- 
ligious peoples,  but  it  is  simply 
impossible  to  fight  against  an 
idea. 

Although  this  rule  would 
not  apply  to  me  as  of  now,  1 do 
think  businesses  should  pur- 
chase that  particular  form  of  in- 
surance coverage  regardless  of 
any  religious  affiliation. 

Many  times  the  employ- 
ees of  a business  do  not  hold  the 
beliefs  of  the  connected  faith 
of  the  institution,  and  so  they 
should  not  be  forcibly  subjected 
to  the  beliefs  of  the  higher-ups 
in  a company. 

Additionally,  no  one  is 
being  forced  to  use  contracep- 
tion. 

It  is  merely  available 
should  one  choose  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it.  It  may  be  against 
the  Catholic  faith  to  use  contra- 
ceptives, but  I’ve  never  heard 
anything  about  it  being  a sin  to 
have  insurance  that  covers  con- 
traceptives. 

On  another  note,  it  is 
rather  presumptuous  to  imply 
that  everyone  who  identifies  as 
Catholic  has  the  same  ideals 
when  it  comes  to  contraception 
and  other  matters. 

There  are  alternatives  to 
insurance  when  it  comes  to  ob- 
taining contraceptives,  but  the 
reality  is  that  the  lack  of  educa- 
tion and  accessibility  to  organi- 
zations like  Planned  Parenthood 
is  limited. 

The  nearest  one  to  WSU 
is  in  Springfield  and  many 
people,  especially  students,  are 
without  the  necessary  means  to 
get  there. 

Though  you  or  1 may 
know  plenty  about  contracep- 
tion and  how  to  obtain,  many 
people  do  not. 

After  all,  common  sense 
is  not  nearly  as  common  as  we 
like  to  think  it  is. 

It  is  argued  among  con- 
servatives that  the  applica- 
tion of  this  law  would  infringe 
upon  the  first  amendment  of 
the  U.S.  Constitution  which 
guarantees  freedom  of  reli- 


gion and  the  practice  thereof, 
but  again,  no  one  is  being  forced 
by  the  government  to  make 
use  of  condoms  or  birth  con- 
trol. 

In  a way,  the  insurance 
for  contraception  would  also  be 
insurance  for  the  company.  If  an 
employee  gets  pregnant  or  has 
a baby,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
that  woman  (and  in  some  cas- 


es, a man)  to  take  off  time  from 
work  for  parenting,  legal  proce- 
dures, and  medical  reasons. 

Many  times,  these  people 
are  laid  off  from  their  jobs  for 
these  extenuating  circumstanc- 
es, which  leaves  companies 
without  employees  and  indi- 
viduals without  insurance  and 
an  income  source. 

Though  government 


should  not  intrude  on  the  pri- 
vate sector,  I believe  that  health 
care  is  a right  and  not  a privi- 
lege, and  so  it  should  be  treated 
as  such. 

Whatever  you  believe, 
there  are  just  some  things  that 
everyone  should  have  access 
to  just  as  we  have  access  to  the 
air  we  breathe  and  the  water  we 
drink. 


Westfield  State  EMS  is 
Looking  for  Volunteers! 

Who  they  are:  Westfield  State  EMS  is  an  all-volunteer,  student-run  organiza- 
tion that  provides  emergency  medical  care  to  the  university. 

What  do  you  need  to  join?  No  certifications  are  required  to  get  involved.  There 
are  many  ways  to  help  out,  and  they  will  train  you  to  work  shifts  if  you  want! 

Why  join?  Westfield  State  EMS  is  a great  way  to  give  back  to  the  community, 
make  new  friends,  and  gain  real  world  experience.  This  organization  is  a great 
resume  builder  for  all  majors! 

How  to  get  involved:  The  meetings  are  every  Thursday  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Wilson 
Hall  Auditorium  B.  All  are  welcome!  You  can  also  contact  them  at: 
ems  @ Westfield  ma  .edu . 
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photo  by  yahoo.com 

The  Donoghue  Report  wonders  if  Newt  Gingrich’s  “Faith  Leaders  Coalition”  is  a 
preview  of  a President  Gingrich  cabinet.  Secretary  of  Defense  Chuck  Norris  anyone? 


Wait,  Rick  Santorum  is 
still  in  the  Republican  primary 
race?  I though  he  dropped  out 
during  the  Florida  primary  to  go 
do  his  taxes  or  something. . . 

To  my  surprise,  not  only 
was  Santorum  still  in  the  race, 
but  he  won  all  three  Republican 
contests  last  Tuesday  (includ- 
ing a beauty  contest)  and  is  now 
challenging  Mitt  Romney  for 
the  top  spot  in  the  Republican 
race. 

Plus,  Missouri  is  hold- 
ing another  caucus  in  March 
because  they  like  to  break  the 
rules,  meaning  it’s  possible 
Santorum  could  win  the  state 
twice. 

What  a comeback!  I cred- 
it his  resurgence  to  the  sweater 
vest  phenomenon  currently 
sweeping  across  the  country 
(the  vests  at  least  deserves  credit 
for  helping  him  win  the  beauty 
contest,  right?). 

Everyone  now  wearing 
a sweater  vest  should  thank 
Mr.  Santorum  for  his  wonder- 
ful fashion  sense...  it’s  not  like 
people  would  actually  be  wear- 
ing them  if  Rick  wasn’t  such  a 
trendy  guy. 

A couple  of  weeks  ago 
Newt  Gingrich  was  the  front- 
runner and  now  he’s  dead  in  the 
race  for  the  third  or  fourth... 
or  fifth...  or  maybe  even  sixth 
time.  Oh  how  quickly  things 
change  (my  column  last  week 
must  have  had  a major  impact 
on  the  voters...). 

Can  Newt  attack  the  lib- 
eral media  and  rally  the  Repub- 
lican Party  behind  him  once 
again?  It’s  possible  - Newt  does 
seem  to  fare  much  better  in  the 
underdog  role. 

And  how  about  the  thrill- 
ing week  long  Maine  caucuses? 

Approximately  5,000 
people  voted  throughout  the 


state  during  the  caucuses  - no, 
that’s  not  a typo,  the  citizens  of 
Maine  just  have  more  important 
things  than  who  could  poten- 
tially be  the  next  president  of 
the  United  States  to  worry  about 
...  you  know,  like  ice  fishing, 
finding  out  skiing  conditions, 
making  blueberry  pancakes  and 
feeding  moose. 

Anyway,  Romney  ousted 
Ron  Paul  by  a couple  hundred 
votes  but  now  the  validity  of 
the  caucus  results  is  being  ques- 
tioned. 

First  Iowa,  now  Maine... 
why  do  states  still  hold  caucus- 
es anyway? 

Arizona  and  Michigan 
will  hold  their  respective  prima- 
ries on  February  28th.  With  Su- 
per Tuesday  fast  approaching, 
the  tone  of  the  next  few  weeks 
will  have  a major  impact  on  the 
shape  the  Republican  race  will 
eventually  take. 

President  Obama  made 
headlines  this  week  when  he 
sent  a Marines  Special  Opera- 
tions Force  to  invade  the  Vati- 
can in  the  ongoing  war  on  reli- 
gion. 

The  Vatican  responded 
by  preparing  a group  of  Swiss 
Guards  to...  wait,  what  kind  of 
weapxjns  do  those  colorful  jest- 
ers know  how  to  use  anyway? 

Sure,  while  no  physical 
fighting  has  actually  occurred 
between  Obama  and  the  Catho- 
lic Church,  you  wouldn’t  know 
that  by  the  way  the  war  on  reli- 
gion has  been  portrayed  in  the 
media. 

Obama  announced  last 
Friday  that  he  was  going  to 
modify  the  ruling  that  the  De- 
partment of  Health  and  Human 
Services  made  last  month  re- 
quiring all  employers,  including 
Catholic  organizations  and  in- 
stitutions, to  provide  firee  access 


to  contraception  for  females 
employees. 

Do  you  think  Obama 
might  be  thinking  about  No- 
vember? 

But  the  Cathohc  Church 
still  seems  unsatisfied  with  the 
president’s  announcement  and 
it’s  uncertain  where  this  war  on 
religion  will  go  next. 

The  good  news  for  Obama 
is  that  this  Catholic  Church  con- 
troversy seems  to  have  buried 
angry  stories  coming  out  from 
both  Democrats  and  Republi- 
cans over  Obama’s  rejection  of 
the  Keystone  pipeline  project. 

With  a majority  of  Ameri- 
cans supporting  the  project,  it 
appears  that  Obama  is  a social- 
ist maniac  after  all...  just  kid- 
ding, this  isn’t  Fox. 

But  in  reality.  I’d  expect 
the  president  to  reconsider  his 
Keystone  decision  as  political 
pressure  heats  up  in  an  election 
year. 

Jobs  and  the  economy 
seem  to  be  outweighing  left 
wing  environmental  concerns  at 
this  point  in  time  and  the  Key- 
stone decision  will  become  a 


major  point  of  criticism  against 
Obama. 

As  it  stands,  Santorum 
seems  to  be  gaining  on  Mitt  dai- 
ly and  the  Romney  camp  may 
be  in  serious  trouble. 

And  hey,  who  knows, 
maybe  Ron  Paul  is  ready  to 
make  his  big  move  up  the  lea- 
derboard. 


But  don’t  count  Newt 
out  yet...  that  vampire  just 
doesn’t  know  how  to  die  and 
with  Chuck  Norris  on  board 
Gingrich’s  “Faith  Leaders  Co- 
alition,” it  might  be  impossible 
to  end  Newt’s  life  in  the  Repub- 
lican race. 

Remember,  Chuck  Norris 
was  once  shot.  The  bullet  died. 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a *%tter  to  the  editor*’  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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Album  Review;  Twin  Berlin’s  new  EP  ‘There  Goes  My  Virtue’  delivers 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Boston  based  alternative 
rock/punk  band  Twin  Berlin 
recently  released  a highly  an- 
ticipated anticipated  EP  titled 
“There  Goes  My  Virtue.” 

Produced  by  Blink-182’s 
Travis  Barker,  this  EP  has  the 
fledgling  band  sounding  tight- 
er than  ever.  They  have  vastly 
grown  since  their  debut,  both  in 
popularity  and  sound. 

Their  infectious  sound 
shines  through  on  all  tracks.  I 
had  the  privilege  of  seeing  Twin 
Berlin  in  2009,  when  they  were 
just  starting  out  and  am  itching 
for  another  show. 

All  of  the  songs  are  catchy 
without  being  trivial.  Sadly, 
the  EP  is  only  three  songs,  and 
leaves  fans  such  as  myself  itch- 
ing for  a full-length  album. 

The  first  track,  “Can’t 
Take  Take  Take”,  is  a guitar  and 
drum  fueled  romp  that  dismiss- 
es a woman  for  playing  with  a 
man’s  heart. 

Despite  the  song’s  subject 
matter,  “Can’t  Take  Take”  isn’t 
mean  or  sad  in  feeling.  The  per- 


photo  by  rslblog.com 


feet  subtle  blend  of  the  lead  and 
rhythm  guitars  carries  the  song 
while  the  drums  assault  the  lis- 
tener’s eardrums.  An  infectious 
bass  line  underlies  the  entire 
song.  Raspy  harmonious  vocals 


are  dominant  throughout,  giv- 
ing the  first  song  on  the  track  a 
unique  and  delightful  sound. 

“Don’t  Hang  Around”, 
the  second  track,  starts  off  with 
a few  light  drum  taps,  followed 


by  a fuzzy  guitar  and  haunting 
vocals.  In  it,  singer  and  rhythm 
guitarist  Matt  Lopez  warms  the 
lover  that  he  isn’t  good  enough 
for  her.  However,  the  lover  is 
also  to  blame, 


A searing  guitar  solo  and 
thumping  drums,  combined 
with  squeaks  from  a synthe- 
sizer, give  this  song  a fun  and 
upbeat  sound. 

The  vocals  are  sung  with 
a deep,  echoing  quality  that 
gives  the  track  an  original  as- 
pect to  it. 

The  grittiest  and  fastest 
paced  track  on  “There  Goes 
My  Virtue”  is  the  third  and  final 
song  “Give  Up  On  Me.” 

Despite  the  bands’  Boston 
origins  and  influences,  “Give 
Up  On  Me”  has  a catchy  surf 
rock  feel  to  it.  This  is  my  fa- 
vorite song  on  this  EP  because 
of  the  pure,  raw  energy  and  the 
fun  the  band  seems  to  be  having 
while  playing  it. 

A fast  guitar  and  ripping 
bass  line  start  the  song  off,  cou- 
pled by  a squealing  solo.  Matt 
Lopez  plays  the  role  of  a jaded, 
jealous  lover,  and  pulls  it  off 
with  aplomb. 

If  you  are  looking  for 
some  recent  local  music  to  lis- 
ten to,  I highly  recommend  the 
fun,  infectious  Twin  Berlin. 

“There  Goes  My  Virtue” 
is  available  on  both  ITunes  and 
their  website.  Check  them  out! 


ANNUAL 

Career. 
Internship  & 
SB  Graduate 
School  Fair 


WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY  29 

Scanlon  Banquet  Hall, 
WestfieldState  University 
1:30 -4:00PM 


Read  any  good  books  lately? 
Seen  any  interesting  movies? 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see  your  name  in  print! 

Send  aU  articles  to: 
thevoice@westfield.  ma.  edu 

And  follow  us  on  Twitter  at: 
WestfieldVoice 
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Dr.  Dre  - Bom  Feb  18, 1965 


Miracle  on  Ice  - Feb  22, 1980 


Michelangelo  - Died  Feb  15, 1564 


Andre  Romelle  Young 
first  started  his  career  as 
a disc -jockey  at  parties  in 
the  early  80’s,  around  the 
South-Central  district  of 
Lx)s  Angeles.  Imagining 
his  stage  name  as  a nod 
to  basketball  player  Julius 
“Dr.  J”  Erving  and  the  last 
three  letters  of  his  first 
name,  Dr.  Dre  met  rap- 
pers Easy  E and  Ice  Cube 
in  1987.  Their  decision 
to  collaborate  in  the  rap 
group  N.W.A.  would  for- 
ever change  the  landscape 
of  hip-hop,  introducing 
the  world  to  a new  style 
entitled  “gangsta  rap”  that 
would  gain  immediate 
prevalence  among  fans 
and  other  rap  artists.  His 
role  as  producer  gave  Dre 


the  opportunity  to  flex 
his  strengths  as  a premier 
beat  maker,  providing  an 
intricate  backdrop  of  di- 
rect samples  taken  from 
influential  R&B  artists 
like  George  Clinton  and 
Parliament-Funkadelic. 
After  leaving  N.W.A.  in 
1992  and  signing  with 
Death  Row  Records,  Dr. 
Dre  released  his  first  solo 
album  named  The  Chron- 
ic, firmly  establishing  his 
presence  in  the  music  in- 
dustry as  a master  of  beat 
technology  and  a profi- 
cient rapper.  Following 
this  success,  Dre  started 
Aftermath  Records  in 
1996,  signing  rappers 
Eminem  and  50  Cent  to 
the  label  within  five  years 
of  inception  and  produc- 
ing their  highly  popular 
albums.  His  long-awaited 
third  album.  Detox,  is 
still  without  a confirmed 
release  date  despite  the 
success  of  its  first  two  sin- 
gles, “Kush”  and  “I  Need 
a Doctor”. 


The  United  States  Ice 
Hockey  squad  entered 
the  1980  Winter  Olympic 
Games  in  Lake  Placid, 
New  York  as  a seventh 
seed  with  little  hopes 
of  medaling,  let  alone 
winning  gold.  The  team 
was  largely  comprised 
of  college  players. 
Its  rival  Cold  War 
counterparts,  the  Soviet 
Union  Ice  Hockey  team, 
were  a veteran  team 
heavily  favored  to  win 
gold  after  entering  with 
the  first  seed  and  a track 
record  of  greatness  stem- 
ming from  their  active 
streak  of  gold  medal  wins 
in  previous  years.  De- 
spite vast  differences  in 
experience,  the  United 


States  and  Soviet  Union 
both  went  undefeated 
in  round  play  and  met 
in  the  medal  round  to 
determine  who  would 
enter  the  final  game  for 
gold.  Considering  the 
political  tension  of  the 
time  between  each  coun- 
try, the  implications  for 
victory  transcended  the 
sport  and  the  game.  The 
game  lived  up  to  its  hype, 
and  the  contest  was  tied 

3- 3  with  ten  minutes 
remaining  in  regula- 
tion time.  Team  captain 
Mike  Eruzione  broke 
the  tie  with  a goal,  and 
the  United  States  was 
able  to  hold  their  lead 
until  the  end.  Following 
the  game,  patriotic  sup- 
port for  the  team  was 
fervent  and  led  the  United 
States  to  defeat  Finland 

4- 2  and  claim  an  improb- 
able gold  medal,  for- 
ever clinching  its  place 
as  one  of  the  greatest 
sports  moments  in 
American  history. 


facts  courtesy  of  hiograpkycom 


facts  courtesy  of  history  com 


Movie  Review:  ‘The  Woman  in  Black’ 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


In  “The  Woman  in 
Black”,  Daniel  Radcliffe 
plays  Arthur  Kipps,  a 
lawyer  and  widower  with 
a four  your  old  son.  To 
keep  his  job,  Kipps  must 
travel  to  the  estate  of  a 
client  and  sort  things  out. 
However,  the  town  has 
several  issues  that  haunt 
it,  and  Kipps  encounters 
the  “woman  in  black,” 
with  dire  consequences 
each  time. 


The  film  does  a 
wonderful  job  of  creating 
a frightful  atmosphere, 
playing  with  light  and 
suspense  so  well  that  a 
small  animal  may  startle 
you  just  as  much  as  dead 
bodies.  Fans  of  gore  in 
their  horror  movies  will 
find  nothing  here.  Instead, 
darkness  and  sound  are 
the  key  elements  of  fear 
in  this  movie.  The  best 
decision  in  the  writing  is 
to  set  the  film  in  Victorian 
England,  allowing  for  the 
atmosphere  to  truly  set 
in.  This  would  simply  not 
work  in  a modem  setting. 


The  writing  is  stan- 
dard in  parts.  However, 
several  good  decisions 
were  made  throughout  the 
film.  The  cast  of  charac- 
ters isn’t  too  large. 

The  acting  is  bet- 
ter than  most  horror  films 
I’ve  seen.  While  there  are 
no  standout  performances 
in  my  mind,  1 didn’t  think 
of  the  characters  by  their 
actors,  I thought  of  the 
characters  as  the  char- 
acters, which  is  quite  an 
achievement  for  Daniel 
Radcliffe.  However  good 
he  was  though,  I have  res- 
ervations about  his  cast- 


ing. It  simply  does  not 
seem  like  he  was  meant 
for  the  part.  I imagine 
there  were  many  actors 
that  would  be  better  suited 
for  the  role,  which  is  not  a 
thought  I entertained  for 
the  other  characters. 

It  should  be  noted 
that  the  ending  was  in- 
credibly well  done,  and 
while  I’ll  not  spoil  any  de- 
tails, I’ll  say  that  it  is  both 
unexpected  and  heavily 
satisfying. 

Overall,  it  is  a class 
above  your  standard  hor- 
ror film,  and  worth  a 
watch.  8 out  of  10. 


As  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent figures  of  the  Italian 
Renaissance , Michelange- 
lo was  a brilliant  painter, 
sculptor,  architect  and  poet 
credited  with  major  works 
from  the  legendary  artis- 
tic movement.  Beginning 
as  a sculptor  in  Florence, 
his  early  masterpieces 
include  the  Piet,  with 
which  he  influentially 
extracted  two  sculpted 
figures  from  a one  marble 
block,  and  a figure  of  Da- 
vid for  the  Florence  Ca- 
thedral in  1501,  which  is 
a prime  example  of  the 
Renaissance’s  celebra- 
tion of  the  human  body. 
Undoubtedly  his  great- 
est work  is  the  ceiling 
of  the  Sistine  Chapel,  an 


ambitious  project  which 
took  four  years  to  com- 
plete and  contains  com- 
plex imagery  of  Catholic 
deities  and  flourishing 
colors  and  depth.  The  size 
and  scope  of  his  mural 
is  unparalleled  in  the  ar- 
tistic world,  earning  him 
the  moniker  II  Divino 
(The  Divine  One).  Apart 
from  his  artwork,  Mi- 
chelangelo was  also  an 
accomplished  poet,  writ- 
ing over  300  sonnets  and 
madrigals  in  his  time.  His 
dedication  to  his  work 
meant  that  he  often  ne- 
glected basic  everyday 
domestic  habits  like  eat- 
ing and  sleeping.  He 
also  often  slept  in  his 
boots  and  clothing.  Apart 
from  his  eccentric  sen- 
sibilities, Michelangelo 
is  hailed  as  one  of  the 
greatest  artists  to  have 
ever  lived,  and  worked 
to  redesign  the  architec- 
ture of  St.  Peter’s  Basilica 
in  Vatican  City  until  his 
death  at  the  age  of  88. 


facts  courtesy  of  biogrof^hycom 


The  Vagina  Monologues 

When:  February  24th  & 25th 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 


Where:  Dever  Auditorium 

Cost:  $3  for  students 

$5  for  everyone  else 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Arts&Entertainment 


11 


A&E 

Quick  Info 


Top  10  Singles 

1 . Kelly  Clarkson  - Stron- 
ger 

2.  Adele  - Set  Fire  to  the 
Rain 

3.  Flo  Rida  - Good  Feeling 

4.  Rhianna  - We  Found 
Love 

5.  David  Guetta  - Turn  Me 
On 

6.  Jessie  J - Domino 

7.  Tyga  - Rack  City 

8.  Snoop  Dogg  & Wiz 
Khalifa  ft.  Bruno  Mars  - 
Young,  Wild  & Free 

9.  LMFAO  - Sexy  And  I 
Know  It 

10.  Bruno  Mars  - It  Will 
Rain 


Top  Movies 

1 . The  Vow 

2.  Safe  House 

3.  Journey  2:  The  Mysteri- 
ous Island  • 

4.  Star  Wars 


Upcoming  DVD  Releases 

- J.  Edgar 

- Son  of  No  One 

- Unforgiven 

- Mighty  Macs 

- Tower  Heist 

- London  Boulevard 


Top  Albums 

1.  Adele -21 

2.  Lana  Del  Rey  - Bom  to 
Die 

3.  Leonard  Cohen  - Old 
Ideas 

4.  Various  Artists  - 2012 
Grammy  Nominees 

5.  Kidz  Bop  - Kidz  Bop  21 

6.  Drake  - Take  Care 

7.  Tun  McGraw  - Emo- 
tional Traffic 

8.  Fred  Hammond  - God, 
Love  & Romance 

9.  LMFAO  - Sorry  For 
Party  Rocking 


Album  Review:  Of  Montreal’s  ‘Paralytic  Stalks’ 


paralytic  STACK5 

photo  by  stereogum.com 


Jarryd  Conz 
Voice  Reporter 


Although  the  recent  dis- 
paraging reviews  for  Of  Mon- 
treal’s latest  album  “Paralytic 
Stalks”  have  been  upsetting, 
they’re  really  not  all  that  sur- 
prising. Anytime  an  artist  de- 
cides to  do  something  different, 
critics  tend  to  degrade  it  by  la- 
beling it  as  “excessive”  or  “self 
indulgent.”  “Paralytic  Stalks” 
far  surpasses  such  cliches,  and 
I would  go  as  far  as  to  call  it  a 
true  masterpiece. 

Of  Montreal  has  come 
a long  way  from  their  mid  90s 
origins  with  the  Athens,  Geor- 
gia Elephant  6 recording  group. 
They’ve  transformed  from  in- 
nocent bedroom  pop,  to  wacky 
psychedelic  experiments,  to  an 
acclaimed  electro  pop  unit  fo- 
cused around  front  man  Kevin 
Bames. 

After  the  wildly  inventive 
excursions  into  R&B  of  the  last 
two  records,  “Paralytic  Stalks” 
is  probably  the  most  perplexing 
yet. 

Bames  acknowledges 
Charles  Ives  and  Krzysztof 
Penderecki  as  recent  influenc- 
es, which  can  be  heard  here  as 
compositions  warp  from  pop 
into  the  realms  of  avant-garde. 
This  is  possible  with  the  classi- 


cally trained  string  player  Kishi 
Bashi  and  horn  player  Zac  Col- 
well who  both  add  great  depth 
to  the  arrangements. 

After  the  eerie  and  emo- 
tional build  up  of  the  opening 
track  we  are  hit  over  the  head 
with  the  opening  lines  of  “Spite- 
ful Intervention”:  “It’s  f***ing 
sad  that  we  need  a tragedy  to 
occur  to  gain  a fresh  perspective 
in  our  lives/Nothing  happens 
for  a reason/there’s  no  point 
even  pretending  you  know  the 
sad  truth  as  well  as  I...” 

Bames  states  in  an  in- 
terview with  Paste  Magazine, 
“When  1 started  writing  these 
songs,  I knew  I wanted  to  ex- 
press something  more  personal, 
more  intimate.  I didn’t  want  to 
make  another  record  with  a per- 
sona.” 


Perhaps  this  is  a reac- 
tion to  the  commercial  appeal 
of  2010’s  “False  Priest”.  Just 
as  “Spiteful  Intervention”  is  a 
somewhat  accessible  piece  of 
pop  music,  dissonant  strings  in 
the  arrangement  foreshadow 
something  unsettling  bubbling 
underneath  the  surface. 

The  album’s  first  single 
“Dour  Percentage”  is  an  early 
highlight.  The  opening  phrases 
of  intense  flute  and  percus- 
sion deceptively  bring  us  into 
a smooth  disco  influenced  cho- 
ms  with  Bames  singing  in  his 
trademark  falsetto. 

This  lushly  arranged 
piece  makes  you  swoon,  with 
one  of  the  best  melodies  Bames 
has  ever  written.  In  comparison, 
the  rave-esque  coda  of  “We  Will 
Commit  Wolf  Murder”  makes 


you  wonder  whether  you  should 
dance  or  mn  in  fear. 

“Wintered  Debts”  might 
perhaps  be  the  finest  moment  on 
the  album.  The  piece  goes  from 
a melancholic  acoustic  ballad  to 
a bright  yet  tortured  pop  song. 

The  music  then  trans- 
forms into  a chilling  classical 
section  led  by  string  instm- 
ments,  and  eventually  harkens 
back  to  the  sweet  pop  sound  of 
Bames’  early  days. 

“Exorcismic  Breeding 
Knife”  is  by  far  the  most  avant- 
garde  piece  Bames  has  ever 
composed.  Although  it  may  be 
alienating  to  some  fans,  it  shows 
just  how  versatile  Bames  is. 

After  this  scary  explo- 
sion Bames  takes  us  home  with 
the  thirteen  minute  “Authentic 
Pyrrhic  Remission”.  Ranging 
from  funky  pop  to  experimen- 
tal orchestration  the  piece  ends 
with  a beautiful  piano  and  vocal 
summation. 

Perhaps  Kevin  Bames  is 
to  pop  music  as  Miles  Davis  is 
to  Jazz.  They  are  constantly  re- 
inventing their  music  and  they 
would  rather  float  into  the  un- 
known abyss  of  obscurity  than 
sacrifice  their  creativity.  For 
this  reason  1 say  Bames  is  a 
legend.  Although  not  the  most 
accessible,  “Paralytic  Stalks”  is 
one  of  the  most  ambitious  pop 
albums  in  recent  memory. 


International  Programs  Office 

You’re  A Good  Man, 

is  hosting  an: 

Charlie  Brown 

Asian  Film  Series 
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When:  Tuesday, 

Time:  2:00  pm 

February  22nd  - 25th  @ 7:30  in  Juniper  Park 

Where:  Wilson  Sav.  Auditorium  B 

Special  showing  on  February  25th  @ 2:30 
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U. Sports 

Records  shattered  as  Westfield  men  capture  MASCAC  track  title 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Westfield  State  University 
captured  its  sixth  straight  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Collegiate  Ath- 
letic Conference  (MASCAC) 
Men’s  Indoor  Track  & Field 
title  on  Saturday,  Feb.  1 1 , as  the 
Owls  posted  a 21 -point  victory 
over  runner-up  Worcester  State 
at  the  2012  Championships  that 
took  place  at  Southern  Maine’s 
Costello  Athletic  Fieldhouse 
Complex  as  part  of  the  New 
England  Alliance  Champion- 
ships. 

Westfield  State  posted  a 
team  score  of  188  points  on  the 
day  to  outdistance  Worcester 
State’s  total  of  167  points,  while 
Bridgewater  State  (95  points) 
and  Fitchburg  State  (71  points) 
rounded  out  the  team  competi- 
tion in  third  and  fourth  place, 
respectively.  The  Owls  have 
won  all  six  MASCAC  indoor 
championships,  which  have 
been  contested  since  2007. 

“Going  into  the  (MAS- 
CAC) meet  we  did  not  expect  to 
win  but  we  had  some  great  per- 
formances and  a lot  of  personal 
bests,”  said  Westfield  State  head 
coach  Sean  O’Brien. 


“We  had  some  people  like 
Bobby  Fitzgibbons  who  had  a 
personal  best  in  the  high  jump 
early  in  the  meet  and  that  seem 
to  fire  everybody  up,  that  started 
things  rolling.  “These  guys  just 
take  this  meet  seriously.” 

In  addition,  Westfield 
State  finished  as  the  runner-up 
to  UMass  Dartmouth  in  the  20 1 2 
New  England  Alliance  Champi- 
onships, which  combines  com- 
petition between  institutions 
from  both  the  MASCAC  and 
Little  East  Conference. 

The  Corsairs  posted  a 
team  score  of  145  points  to  out- 
distance the  Owls’  mark  of  94 
points  in  the  Alliance  scoring. 
Westfield  placed  second  in  the 
10-team  New  England  Alliance 
meet  despite  claiming  only  one 
first  place  (Tom  Gauger  in  the 
pole  vault). 

Six  different  individu- 
als captured  MASCAC  crowns 
on  the  day  for  Westfield  State, 
led  by  junior  Brendan  Corc- 
oran (Walpole,  Mass.),  who 
took  titles  in  both  the  400  me- 
ters (50.72)  and  800  meters 
(1:57.89)  and  broke  his  own 
conference  record  in  the  latter 
event,  and  a sensational  effort 
from  junior  Tom  Gauger  (Bill- 


erica, Mass.),  who  shattered  his 
own  school  record  and  set  new 
conference  records  in  the  pole 
vault  (4.80  meters/15-9). 

Brendan  Corcoran  pow- 
ers his  way  to  a victory  in  the 
800  meter  run. 

Gauger,  who  best  vault 
prior  to  this  year  was  14-5,  eas- 
ily cleared  15-1  (view  video 
clip  on  Owl  website)  to  re-set 
his  school  record  of  14-11  he 
had  set  last  week. 

The  only  competitor  re- 
maining, he  opted  to  take  a big 
bump  and  move  the  bar  to  15-9, 
which  he  just  cleared  to  estab- 
lish himself  as  one  of  the  top 
Division  III  pole  vaulters  in  the 
nation.  Gauger  did  take  three  at- 
tempts at  16  feet  but  was  unable 
to  clear  the  height. 

What  made  his  15-9 
vault  even  more  sensational  is 
that  he  also  competed  in  two 
other  events  for  the  Owls  to  aid 
them  in  winning  the  conference 
championship.  The  solid  6-1, 
175-pounder  placed  sixth  in  the 
long  jump  (19-7)  and  seventh  in 
the  triple  jump  (38-8  3/4). 

“Tom  was  oustanding,” 
said  O’Brien.  “I  am  confident 
he  can  clear  16  feet.” 

The  Owls  also  received  in- 


dividual crowns  from  seniors  Pat 
Regan  (Wilbraham,  Mass.)  and 
Chris  Kerr  (Monson,  Mass.),  ju- 
nior Bobby  Fitzgibbon  (Walpo- 
le, Mass.)  and  sophomore  Cam 
Fairbanks  (Hopkinton,  Mass.) 
in  the  600  meters  (1:24.79),  55 
meter  hurdles  (8.08),  high  jump 
(1.93  meters/6-4)  and  mile  run 
(4:26.00),  respectively.  Regan 
also  placed  third  in  the  mile  run 
and  Fairbanks  was  fourth  in  the 
1,000  meter  run. 

Fitzgibbon  had  a person- 
al best  in  the  high  jump  as  did 
Justin  Ehrhardt  in  the  shot  put, 
who  placed  second  with  a heave 
of  48-4.  Ehrhardt  also  finished 
sixth  in  the  weight  throw. 

Westfield’s  other  top 
MASCAC  performers  were 
Zack  Madera  (second,  55  me- 
ter dash;  third,  long  jump;  fifth, 
200),  Tim  Concannon  (fourth  in 
long  and  triple  jumps),  Andrew 
Buanno  (third,  55;  sixth,  200; 
fifth,  long  and  triple  jumps), 
Jonathan  Joyce  (second,  3,000; 
third,  800);  and  Anthony  Fris- 
sora  (second,  1000  and  mile 
runs). 

Worcester  State  junior 
Todd  Paquin  (Pelham,  N.H.) 
was  the  lone  triple  event  winner 
during  the  competition,  as  he 


copped  titles  in  the  long  jump 
(6.72  meters/22-00.75)  as  weU 
as  the  55  meters  (6.57)  and  200 
meters  (23.11),  while  the  Lanc- 
ers also  broke  the  conference 
mark  in  the  4 x 400  relay  with  a 
time  of  3:26.89. 

Bridgewater  State  re- 
ceived individual  crowns  from 
junior  Michael  McPherson 
(Mansfield,  Mass.)  and  sopho- 
mores Joshua  Danner-Hicks 
(Haverhill,  Mass.)  and  Andrew 
Sukeforth  (Middleboro,  Mass.) 
in  the  shot  put  ( 1 5 .35  meters/50- 
04.50),  triple  jump  (13.62 
meters/44-08.25)  and  1,000 
meters  (2:32.08),  as  McPher- 
son broke  a seven-year  old 
MASCAC  mark  in  his  event, 
while  the  Bears  also  set  a 
new  league  standard  in  the 
4 X 800  relay  with  a time  of 
8:09.12. 

Fitchburg  State’s  senior 
tandem  of  Matt  Muolo  (Stone- 
ham,  Mass.)  and  Chris  Kibler 
(Bath,  Maine)  rounded  out  the 
list  of  individual  champions 
with  record-setting  performanc- 
es in  the  weight  throw  (18.40 
meters/60-04.50)  and  3,000 
meters  (8:42.04),  respectively, 
as  Muolo  broke  his  conference 
record  in  his  event. 


With  May  weather-Pacquiao  problems  is  boxing  killing  itself  off? 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 

For  every  generation, 
there  have  always  been  great 
boxers  who  were  able  to  bring 
the  sport  into  the  limelight  and 
produce  epic  encounters. 

Whether  it  was  Ali  vs. 
Frazer,  or  Ali  vs.  Foreman,  or 
any  fight  that  included  Mike 
Tyson  in  the  late  80’s  and  early 
90’s,  boxing  always  had  mar- 
quee matchups. 

Boxing  was  considered 
big  time,  and  people  all  over 
the  world  coughed  up  their  own 
money  to  buy  the  fights  on  pay- 


per-view. 

Unfortunately,  that  was  in 
the  past,  and  nowadays  boxing 
is  becoming  irrelevant.  It  is  far 
less  popular  than  Mixed  Martial 
Arts.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  this  has  happened,  but 
mainly  because  of  numerous 
titles  and  a lack  of  big  names. 

If  you  ask  any  sports 
fan  to  name  five  current  box- 
ers, most  likely  they  will  have 
no  trouble  coming  up  with  two 
names,  but  then  be  unable  to 
name  any  others. 

The  two  top  names  in 
boxing  right  now  are  Manny 
Pacquiao  and  Floyd  Mayweath- 
er  Jr.  Both  are  champions  in 


their  weight  class  and  are  must 
see  fighters.  One  would  expect 
that  two  men  who  can  produce 
such  a vast  amount  of  money 
for  themselves  and  publicity  for 
their  sport  would  most  likely 
have  fought  a couple  of  times 
by  now. 

Sadly  you  would  be  mis- 
taken if  you  thought  that,  be- 
cause these  two  fighters  who 
everybody  wants  to  see  face  off 
cannot  agree  on  the  stupid  petty 
issues.  Both  sides  continue  to 
argue  over  these  issues  that  are 
really  the  only  topic  that  people 
are  talking  about  in  boxing  right 
now. 

There  are  numerous  ex- 


cuses to  why  these  two  have  not 
fought  yet.  It’s  about  money. 
It’s  about  dates.  It’s  about  drug 
testing.  It’s  about  jail  sentences 
and  who’s  dodging  whom. 

In  other  words,  it’s  long 
past  time  for  normal  folks  to 
stop  paying  attention  to  these 
two  so-called  adults  acting  like 
third  graders  arguing  over  a 
ball. 

However,  we  cannot,  be- 
cause people  want  to  see  this 
fight  and  want  to  come  back  to 
the  sport  of  boxing.  In  addition, 
the  legal  system  wants  this  fight 
to  happen. 

How  else  can  you  ex- 
plain the  fact  that  Mayweather 


was  able  to  convince  a Nevada 
Judge  to  delay  the  beginning  of 
his  87-day  jail  sentence  after 
a plea  deal  on  a domestic  vio- 
lence charges  to  June  1 instead 
of  January  6? 

Mayweather’s  attorney 
successfully  argued  that  he 
should  be  allowed  to  fight  on 
May  5 to  honor  an  existing  deal 
with  MGM  Grand. 

Who  knows  if  these  two 
great  fighters  will  ever  fight  and 
save  their  sport.  In  a way,  maybe 
it’s  a good  sign  that  the  sport  of 
boxing  is  dying.  Maybe  the  idea 
of  fewer  young  men  deciding  to 
punch  and  be  punched  should 
be  celebrated  in  our  society. 
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Balanced  attack  powers  men’s  basketball  to  win  over  Rams 


Mickey  Curtis  and 
Matt  Jardin 


Junior  center  Matt  Devine 
(Pembroke)  led  Westfield  State 
University’s  balanced  attack 
with  game  highs  of  19  points, 
13  rebounds  and  five  blocked 
shots  to  lead  the  Owls  to  a hard- 
earned  73-52  Senior  Night  vic- 
tory over  Framingham  State 
University  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14. 

Westfield  is  15-9  overall 
and  7-4  in  the  Massachusetts 
State  Collegiate  Athletic  Con- 
ference (MASCAC)  with  one 
regular  season  game  remaining, 
this  Saturday  at  Fitchburg  State. 
Framingham  concludes  the  reg- 
ular season  9-16  and  3-9. 

Westfield  outscored 
Framingham,  51-30,  in  the  sec- 
ond half  after  a horrific  first 
half  in  which  the  teams  battled 

Janae  Jones 


Mickey  Curtis  and 
Matt  Jardin 


Senior  point  guard  Janae 
Jones  (Springfield/Minnechaug 
HS)  scored  a career-high  18 
points  and  freshman  guard  Jen 
Ashton  (Beverly)  had  19  points, 
eight  assists  and  four  steals  to 
lead  Westfield  State  to  a 74- 
52  Senior  Night  victory  over 
Framingham  State  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  14. 

Westfield  is  12-12  overall 
and  5-6  in  the  Massachusetts 
State  Collegiate  Athletic  Con- 
ference with  one  game  remain- 
ing in  the  regular  season,  this 
Saturday  at  Fitchburg  State. 
Framingham  State  is  12-12  and 
3-9. 

The  Owls  avenged  an 
earlier  loss  to  the  Rams  but  the 
victory  was  far  from  easy  in 
the  final  regular  season  home 
game.  Leading  48-45  with  9:08 
remaining,  Westfield  outscored 
Framingham,  26-7,  over  the 


to  a 22-22  draw.  There  were 
more  rebounds  (45)  than  points 
scored  in  the  first  half  as  the 
teams  shot  a combined  26  per- 
cent (16-for-61). 

Devine  only  had  two 
points,  five  rebounds  and  a 
block  in  the  first  half,  but  he 
picked  up  the  pace  in  the  second 
half  with  17  points,  eight  boards 
and  five  rejections. 

“I  felt  1 was  really  in 
rhythm  offensively,”  said 
Devine.  “Coach  (Rich  Sutter) 
told  me  to  keep  my  confidence 
up  and  that’s  what  1 tried  to  do. 
1 really  just  tried  to  get  to  the 
basket. 

“1  stayed  out  of  foul  trou- 
ble (one  personal)  in  the  first 
half  which  allowed  me  to  be 
more  aggressive  in  the  second 
half  going  for  blocks,”  added 
Devine,  who  leads  the  NCAA 
Division  III  nationally  in 
blocked  shots  per  game  (5.0). 


game  final  nine  minutes  to  fi- 
nally pull  away. 

Jones  sparked  the  surge 
by  scoring  14  of  her  18  points 
in  the  second  half.  The  speedy 
4-11  point  guard  also  had  three 
assists  and  four  steals  and  only 
two  turnovers. 

“Janae  played  a phenom- 
enal game,”  said  Westfield  head 
coach  Andrea  Bertini.  “Her  de- 
fense was  great  and  she  always 
found  the  ball.  She  was  tough 
on  their  point  guard  and  offen- 
sively she  kept  control  of  the 
game  and  took  good  shots.” 

“I  felt  loose.  1 knew 
Framingham  was  going  to  come 
play  even  though  it  was  our 
Senior  Day  and  I am  glad  we 
pulled  out  the  win,”  said  Jones. 
“I  am  just  surprised  at  how  easy 
they  (points)  came  to  me.  I got 
going  early  and  never  slowed 
down.” 

Both  teams  had  first- 
half  scoring  runs.  Paced  by 
the  3-point  shooting  of  junior 
guard  Courtney  Kegresse  (Ad- 
ams/Hoosac  Valley),  the  Owls 


The  Owls  dramatically 
improved  offensively  in  the 
second  half,  shooting  50  per- 
cent from  the  field,  while  they 
limited  the  Rams  to  29  percent 
field  goal  shooting  the  entire 
game.  The  Owls’  defensive  ef- 
fort comes  as  no  surprise  as  they 
lead  the  nation  in  blocked  shots 
per  game  (7.8)  and  field  goal 
shooting  defense  (36  percent). 
They  blocked  10  Framingham 
shots,  including  six  in  the  sec- 
ond half. 

“We  really  preach  defense 
during  practice;  we  had  good 
fullcourt  defense  and  we  relied 
on  Matty  for  some  blocks,”  said 
assistant  coach  John  Gingras. 
“We  changed  it  up  a lot  defen- 
sively we  left  Framingham  off 
balance.” 

“The  pressure  and  steals 
gave  us  great  transition;  we 
were  really  aggressive,”  said 
Devine  of  Westfield’s  second- 


jumped  out  to  an  early  14-4 
lead.  But  the  scrappy  Rams 
moved  the  ball  well  offensively 
and  went  on  a 1 3-0  run  to  take  a 
17-14  lead. 

Westfield  trailed  25-20  but 
closed  the  first  half  with  a 10-2 
run  for  a 30-27  lead.  Kegresse 
canned  a trey  and  freshman  cen- 
ter Gabby  Felix  (Springfield/ 
Commerce)  converted  an  old 
fashioned  3-point  play  during 
the  run. 

Stephanie  White  and  her 
family  are  honored  during  Se- 
nior Night. 

“It  was  up  and  down.  We 
wanted  to  play  a fast-paced 
game  and  that’s  what  we  did, 
forcing  turnovers”  said  Jones. 
“Framingham  is  known  for  the 
scoring  runs  they  go  on  and  we 
limited  those.” 

Westfield  took  an  11- 
point,  43-32  lead  on  a Jones 
layup  at  the  15-minute  mark. 
But  the  Rams  kept  battling  back, 
led  by  a pair  of  3-point  baskets 
by  junior  guard  Madeleine  Park 
(Blue  Hill,  Maine),  who  scored 


half  play.  “We  were  really  just 
in  control.” 

Westfield  began  its 
second-half  assault  when 
high-scoring  junior  guard  Lee 
Vazquez  drained  a three-ball 
from  the  deep  comer  for  a 35- 
27  lead  with  15:38  remaining. 
Westfield  led  44-36  at  the  1 1 : 14 
then  went  on  a 10-0  run  over 
the  next  three  minutes  to  take  a 
commanding  54-36  lead. 

“Lee  hit  a big  three  in  the 
comer  which  really  gave  us  a 
boost  and  the  defense  just  kept 
playing  consistently  well,”  Gin- 
gras said. 

Three  other  Owls  besides 
Devine  charted  impressive  sta- 
tistics. The  5-6  Vazquez,  ranked 
18th  nationally  in  scoring  (21.7) 
and  second  in  steals  per  game 
(3.9),  finished  with  12  points, 
eight  rebounds,  three  assists  and 
seven  steals. 

Junior  forward  Ryan 


a game-high  20  points,  to  pull 
within  three  points,  48-45,  with 
9:08  remaining. 

Westfield  then  closed  the 
game  with  its  26-7  mn  sparked 
by  a strong  defensive  effort  and 
the  scoring  of  Jones,  Ashton, 
and  Felix. 

“Our  defensive  second 
half  was  strong”  said  Bertini. 
“We  kept  them  off  the  glass  and 
overall  it  was  a really  good  team 
win.  A lot  of  players  were  fight- 
ing thru  physical  ailments.” 

Jones  was  somewhat 
sentimental  after  playing  in 
her  103rd  career  game  for  the 
Owls  on  Senior  Night.  She 
was  honored  prior  to  the  game 
along  with  senior  reserve  guard 
Stephanie  White  (Eastharap- 
ton),  a transfer  from  Holyoke 
Community  College. 

“Everybody  asked  me  if  I 
was  going  to  cry  and  1 didn’t,” 
said  Jones  “When  the  season  is 
over  I am  really  going  to  miss 
it  and  the  team  is  really  a great 
support  group.” 

“Janae  has  had  good  suc- 


White  posted  a double-double 
with  13  points  and  13  boards 
and  freshman  forward  Grant 
Cooper  racked  up  18  points, 
seven  rebounds,  five  assists  and 
two  steals. 

“I  started  off  slow  on  of- 
fense so  I focused  on  my  de- 
fense,” said  Cooper.  “In  the  sec- 
ond half  we  got  the  ball  moving 
pretty  well  and  everyone  was 
scoring  pretty  easily.” 

The  Owls  only  shot  38 
percent  from  the  field  (27-72) 
for  the  game,  but  they  did  shoot 
well  from  the  foul  line,  canning 
16  of  19  free  throws. 

Tyrone  Figueroa  led  the 
Rams  with  16  points,  seven  re- 
bounds, three  assists  and  three 
steals.  Andre  Santana  tied  for 
game-high  honors  with  19 
points.  While  Westfield  had 
four  players  in  double  figures, 
Framingham’s  third  leading 
scorer  only  had  four  points. 


cess  over  four  years  and  she  has 
really  improved,”  Bertini  said. 
“Steph  has  only  been  here  for 
two  years  and  her  game  im- 
proved and  she  was  the  perfect 
team  player.” 

The  future  is  bright  for 
the  Owls  with  two  freshman 
starters  in  Ashton,  the  team’s 
leading  scorer  who  ranks  fourth 
nationally  in  steals. 

And  Felix  had  a monster 
game  that  was  overshadowed 
by  Jones’  Senior  Night  effort  as 
the  6-0  center  posted  a double- 
double with  14  points  and  18 
rebounds. 

Kegresse  had  14  points  in 
the  balanced  attack.  Westfield 
shot  49  percent  for  the  game, 
including  57  percent  in  the  sec- 
ond half. 

Also  scoring  in  double 
figures  for  Framingham  were 
sophomore  guard  Kristen  Hoff- 
man (Foxboro)  with  12  points 
and  junior  forward  Kia  Minor 
(Edgartown)  with  10.  Hoffman 
was  held  to  two  second-half 
points. 


savors  Senior  Night  in  women’s  basketball  victory 
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p: 


Bj:  Joey  Cooper 

“J4.  '\VeekCy  Look  at  tke  'WorCcC of  Sj>orts”r%,,  Sports  Edi^; 


Morning  Joe 


This  past  Monday,  Randy 
Moss  announced  on  Ustream 
that  he  wants  to  give  the  NFT 
another  try  and  finish  his  career 
off  the  way  he  intended  - with- 
out complete  turmoil. 

As  Moss  begins  his  march 
back  into  the  NFL,  the  argu- 
ment of  how  much  he  has  left 
in  the  tank  is  beginning  to  over- 
shadow this  year’s  free  agency 
class. 

Randy  Moss’  former  men- 
tor Chris  Carter  in  Minnesota 
said,  “The  one  thing  you  have 
to  address  with  Randy  Moss  is 
not  a conditioning  thing,  it’s  not 
an  age  thing.  1 believe  it’s  the 
elephant  in  the  room.  It’s  that 
thing  called  quit.” 

Carter,  being  the  veteran 
wide  receiver  in  Minnesota, 
helped  groom  Moss  from  1998 
to  2001,  spending  a great  deal 


of  time  with  him  on  and  off  the 
field. 

My  money  is  on  Carter 
here  - Randy  Moss  can  excel 
as  far  as  he  allows  himself  to. 
Nothing  much  has  changed 
since  2010. 

Throughout  Moss’  pro- 
lific career,  we’ve  seen  a differ- 
ent player  from  city  to  city.  If 
he  lands  on  a team  with  a strong 
front  office,  stem  head  coach 
and  proficient  supporting  cast, 
he  will  be  the  player  we  once 
knew. 

Moss  is  a freak  athlete 
who  most  think  (including 
Chris  Carter)  could  step  out 
of  bed  and  still  mn  a 4.3.  His 
deep-play  threat  single  hand- 
edly  coined  the  phrase  “getting 
Mossed.” 

He  proved  in  New  Eng- 
land that  with  the  right  people 


around  him  he  can  shut  his 
mouth  and  just  play  football  for 
an  extended  period  of  time. 

After  being  abmptly  trad- 
ed by  New  England  in  2010,  we 
saw  a different  player  whose 
body  language  showed  his  dis- 
interest. It  was  clear  that  Moss 
knew  his  comments  regarding 
his  negative  attitude  towards 
his  contract  renewal  cost  him  a 
great  gig  with  the  Patriots. 

Although  Moss  is  an  in- 
triguing commodity,  there  are 
many  young  teams  who  are  still 
trying  to  find  themselves  and 
are  not  ready  for  the  ego  that 
comes  along  with  Moss. 

Questions  remain  regard- 
ing concerns  surrounding  his 
age  are  a nonfactor  to  me.  We 
are  talking  about  a guy  who 
has  never  really  suffered  a sig- 
nificant injury  while  avoiding 


any  major  surgeries  and  long 
rehabs. 

He  also  rested  up  for  an 
entire  season  as  he  declared  he 
would  retire  in  August  of  201 1 . 

Now  that  there  is  no  lock- 
out this  offseason,  teams  will 
take  a good  hard  look  at  them- 
selves and  sit  down  and  seri- 
ously consider  what  this  future 
hall  of  famer  could  provide  for 
their  club.  In  a league  with  a 
slew  of  great  coaching  staffs, 
and  arrogant  coaches  like  Rex 
Ryan,  Randy  Moss  will  have  no 
trouble  finding  a home  in  2012. 

It  is  evident  Moss  will  not 
be  the  player  we  saw  in  2007, 
but  if  history  shows  us  any- 
thing, Randy  Moss’  positive  at- 
titude can  make  him  an  efficient 
NFL  wide  receiver. 

Some  potential  suitors  for 
Moss’s  services  include  New 


England,  Philadelphia,  Caroli- 
na, San  Francisco  and  the  New 
York  Jets. 

In  the  grand  scheme  of 
things,  I believe  Moss  will  end 
up  heading  back  to  New  Eng- 
land. He  said  this  past  fall  the 
only  team  he  would  come  out 
of  retirement  for  would  be  the 
Patriots. 

The  Chad  Ochocinco  ex- 
periment didn’t  go  as  planned, 
and  with  Matthew  Slater  only 
having  58  career  receptions, 
that  leaves  this  team  without  a 
deep  threat. 

The  Patriots  first  two 
picks  in  the  first  round  of  the 
2012  draft  will  most  likely  be 
directed  towards  strengthening 
the  defensive  line  or  second- 
ary, so  free  agency  would  be  the 
next  choice  for  Behchick  to  get 
a big  time  wide  receiver. 


Opinion:  The  NCAA  should  be  applauded  for  sticking  to  the  rules 


lyier  Morissette 

Voice  Reporter 


Full  disclosure,  I am  a 
diehard  Connecticut  men’s 
basketball  fan  and  will  openly 
cheer  for  them  whenever  pos- 
sible. 

However,  recently  the 
school  attempted  to  weasel  its 
way  out  of  following  the  rules. 

Under  NCAA  rules,  a 
school  must  have  a two-year 
average  score  of  930  or  a 
four-year  average  of  900  on 
the  NCAA’s  annual  Academic 
Progress  Rate,  which  measures 
the  academic  performance  of 
student  athletes. 

According  to  an  AP  re- 
port, the  defending  national 
champions  would  be  academi- 
cally ineligible  in  2013,  because 


the  NCAA  plans  to  use  data 
from  the  2009-10  and  2010-11 
academic  years,  in  which  they 
received  a score  of  826  for  the 
2(K)9-10  school  year.  UConn’s 
score  for  the  2010-11  school 
year  is  exp)ected  to  be  about 
975. 

That  would  only  give 
Connecticut  a two-year  score  of 
900.5  and  a four-year  average 
of  888.5,  which  would  make  the 
team  ineligible  to  compete  in 
the  NCAA  tournament  in  2013. 

Now  instead  of  taking 
this  punishment  with  respect 
and  some  dignity,  the  powers 
that  run  this  school  tried  to  ma- 
neuver a plan  that  would  allow 
them  leniency. 

This  supposed  plan  in- 
cluded reducing  the  number  of 
regular-season  games  from  27 
to  23, forfeiting  a Big  East  post- 
season revenue  share,  no  head- 


coach  recruiting  off-campus  in 
the  fall  of  2012,  extra  time  in 
study  hall  and  a Calhoun-led 
tour  of  inner-city  schools  to 
stress  the  importance  of  educa- 
tion". 

Thus  I applauded  the 
decision  the  NCAA  made  the 
other  day  when  they  denied 
UConn’s  apf>eal. 

It  upsets  me  that  there  are 
people  who  are  gifted  enough 
to  get  scholarships  to  go  to  such 
prestigious  schools  to  play  a 
sport,  but  caimot  show  up  to 
class,  or  at  least  try  to  study. 

When  did  we  as  a society 
lose  our  way  of  realizing  that 
the  purpose  of  going  to  college 
is  to  get  an  education,  not  to 
play  a sport? 

There  should  be  no  bar- 
gaining to  avoid  those  penal- 
ties, no  switching  the  rules 
when  the  results  are  not  in  your 


favor.  Most  of  us  learn  that  as 
children. 

Hopefully  UConn  finally 
learned  that  lesson  now  by  be- 
ing barred  from  participating  in 
next  year’s  NCAA  tournament 


and  its  players  could  use  that 
extra  time  to  hit  the  books. 

{Note:  Facts  on  UConn 
Academic  Reports  and  suspen- 
sion information  acquired  from 
an  Associated  Press  report) 


Are  you  a fan  of  Westfield  State  athletics? 

Do  you  regulary  attend  your  favorite 
Owls  home  games? 

Then  write  about  it! 

Send  your  WSU  sports  stories  to: 
the  voice  @ westfield  .ma  .edu 
to  see  your  name  in  print  and  have  your 
voice  heard. 
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Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
A lot  of  people  will  have  their 
eyes  on  you  right  now,  so  be 
sure  that  you  give  your  very 
best  to  everything  you  do.  Just 
be  careful  that  you  don’t  end 
up  over-extending  yourself 
and  trying  to  do  too  much. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

Even  if  you  seem  pretty 
confident  right  now,  there  are 
still  bound  to  be  a few  worries 
and  fears  that’ll  be  weighing 
on  your  mind.  And  you  should 
really  think  about  sharing  some 
of  your  doubts  with  someone 
close  to  you. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  certain 
financial  issues  leave  you 
feeling  a little  confused. 
Just  realize  that  things  will 
eventually  end  up  sorting 
themselves  out  before  long. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

A few  partnership  issues  will 
be  weighing  on  your  mind.  And 
even  if  you  seem  to  be  making 
some  progress  with  business 
and  personal  relationships,  you 
still  won’t  be  entirely  certain 
where  everything  stands  right 
now. 

Gemini 

(May  22  - June  21) 

You  can  accomplish  a lot  if 
you  just  keep  your  eye  on  your 
most  important  goals  and  try  to 
move  things  forward  any  way 
you  can.  Regardless  of  any 
obstacles  you’ll  be  facing,  you 
should  be  able  to  make  some 
real  progress. 

Cancer 

(June  22  - July  22) 

You’ll  really  be  on  the  go,  and 
some  financial  opportunities 
should  be  coming  into  focus 
for  you  as  well.  Don’t  refuse  a 
job  offer  if  it  comes  up. 


Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  you 
end  up  feeling  a little  restless 
or  irritable.  Just  be  ready  to 
have  to  deal  with  a variety 
of  different  issues  around  the 
dorm  right  now. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’ll  be  eager  to  start  making 
some  real  changes  when  it 
comes  to  your  work  situation. 
But  if  some  things  aren’t 
entirely  clear  at  the  moment, 
the  time  to  leap  into  action 
may  not  have  arrived  for  you 
just  yet. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
You’ll  be  called  upon  to  be 
a little  more  flexible  and 
adaptable  than  usual.  So  just 
be  careful  that  you  don’t  allow 
yourself  to  become  too  rigid. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
If  some  f>ersonal  issues  have 
seemed  a bit  unsettled  for  a 
while  now,  you  should  have 
the  chance  to  make  some  fresh 
starts.  Be  sure  to  focus  on  the 
things  that  you  know  you  can 
have  an  effect  on. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

Your  thoughts  are  bound  to  be 
a little  scattered,  and  others 
could  end  up  misunderstanding 
your  intentions  if  you’re  not 
careful. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
You  need  to  make  sure'  that 
your  intentions  are  clearly 
understood.  If  other  people 
misinterpret  your  words  or 
actions,  you  could  wind  up 
being  blamed  for  something 
that’s  not  your  fault. 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s ! 


All  Male  Review  with  Men  in  Motion 
Women  Only  from  9-1 1 
$10  Tickets,  $15  at  the  Door 


Drink  Specials: 

Pink  Asshole  $3.75 
Sam  Adams  Noble  Pils  $3.75 
All  Mike’s  Hard  Lemonades  and 
Smirinoff  Ice  Bottles  $2.75 


1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 


And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 
Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


Hours  Of 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  pjn.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 

The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


INTERN  in  Washington 

CAMPUS  VISIT  WEDNESDAY.  FEBRUARY  29TH 

ALL  MAJORS  WELCOMED! 

INFORMATION  TABLE  - 
WSU  Career  Fair  1:00  pm-  4:00pm 
Scanlon  Hall 


Info  Session 


Fall,  Summer  & Spring  Placements 


Operation 


Bookstore 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 
8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 
Wednesday 
8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

Friday 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
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3K  family  friendly  race  held  at  the  Woodward  Center  to  benefit  Birthday  Wishes 


Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 


At  11  a.m.  last  Saturday,  stu- 
dents, faculty  and  Westfield  citizens 
flocked  to  the  Woodward  Center  to 
participate  in  the  3K  Walk,  Run,  and 
Roll  family  friendly  race. 

The  event  was  two  hours 
long  and  was  in  collaboration  with 
the  Birthday  Wishes  organization, 
whose  slogan  is,  “Our  goal  is  to  pro- 
vide birthday  parties  for  all  home- 
less children  in  Massachusetts.” 
This  organization  helps  to  provide 
birthday  parties  to  thousands  of 
homeless  children  each  year  in  more 
than  165  shelters  around  the  states 
of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and 
New  York. 

Money  raised  from  the  3K  race 
went  toward  the  Birthday  Wishes 
organization,  and  the  Student  Am- 
bassador Coordinators  Megan  Petty 
and  Kayla  Carpenter  said  they  were 
very  pleased  with  the  turnout. 

The  Student  Ambassadors,  a 
group  of  students  endorsed  by  the 
President’s  Office  to  represent  the 
university  and  who  have  sponsored 
several  events  for  local  charities  and 
are  involved  in  many  community 
service  projects,  began  the  process 
in  September  when  the  idea  was 
first  pitched. 

“The  student  ambassador 


program  tries  to  bring  the  commu- 
nity of  Westfield  to  the  campus  of 
Westfield  State,”  Carpenter  said,  “so 
by  sponsoring  and  putting  on  these 
events  we  get  the  students  at  the  col- 
lege involved  in  the  community  in 
which  they  live.” 

According  to  Carpenter,  each 
spring  semester  the  student  ambas- 
sadors host  an  event  or  the  like  for 
the  com- 
munity. For 
the  past  two 
years  they 
had  put  on  a 
Spring  Eas- 
ter Egg  Hunt 
inside  Scan- 
lon Banquet 
Hall. 

This,  however,  was  much, 
more  expensive  to  host  and  usually 
resulted  in  “organized  chaos,”  said 
Petty.  So  this  year  the  ambassadors 
wanted  to  do  something  different. 

- “Each  month  we  throw  a 
birthday  party  at  a shelter  in  Ho- 
lyoke and  provide  a game/activity 
while  a second  group  of  volunteers 
puts  together  presents  and  goody 
bags,”  Petty  said. 

‘The  whole  idea  behind  the 
3K  was  to  support  the  many  costs 
that  go  into  planning  birthday  par- 
ties for  these  children  each  month. 

“There  can  be  anywhere  from 
two  to  twelve  birthdays  a month,  so 


costs  for  presents,  foods,  and  games 
will  hopefully  be  covered  by  our 
fundraising  efforts.” 

Volunteers  for  the  event  in- 
cluded all  of  the  WSU  Student  Am- 
bassadors as  well  as  a group  of  20 
Westfield  High  School  Student  Am- 
bassadors. 

Teams  for  the  event  ranged  in 
number  from  one  to  17  people  and 
before  the 
day  of  the 
event,  35 
teams  had 
already  pre- 
registered. 
Another  10 
to  15  teams 
registered 
on  the  day 
of  the  event.  To  lead  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  event,  the  student  am- 
bassadors elected  a fundraising 
chairman,  Annie  Petrone.  Petrone 
thought  up  ideas  for  activities  that 
could  be  held  during  the  3K  race. 

“We  had  meetings  every  week 
and  were  constantly  emailing  back 
and  forth  about  things  that  needed 
to  get  done,”  Petrbne  said.  “We 
emailed  local  businesses  asking  for 
support  and  donations  and  also  had 
to  make  lists  of  all  the  activities  that 
needed  tables. 

“We  also  made  a Facebook 
page  and  twitter  account  to  utilize 
social  media  as  a way  to  get  infor- 


mation out  to  the  public.” 

After  those  preliminary  deci- 
sions were  made,  each  ambassador 
was  assigned  a table  to  work  at  dur- 
ing the  event. 

“Last  semester,  we  asked  lo- 
cal businesses  if  they  would  like 
to  donate  a gift  card  or  a basket  or 
set  up  and  sell  their  products  at  the 
event,”  Petty  said.  “We  were  able 
to  have  Mamma  Cakes  come  to  the 
event  and  sell  their  sweets.” 

The  event  also  had  support 
from  Sodexo,  who  donated  bottles 
of  water  and  juice.  Friendly’s,  who 
donated  ice  cream  coujxsns  and 
shirts,  and  the  radio  station  Lazer 
99 .3 , who  drove  out  and  broadcasted 
right  from  the  Woodward  Center. 

“Having  them  made  announc- 
ing the  start  of  the  race  and  the 
raffles  much  more  effective,”  Petty 
said.  “They  also  brought  gifts  to 
raffle  off.” 

Petty  continued,  “While  we 
were  able  to  raise  a lot  of  money 
for  Birthday  Wishes  on  Saturday, 
I hope  this  event  left  people  think- 
ing of  ways  they  could  give  back  to 
their  communities.  Birthday  Wishes 
is  just  one  of  many  great  organiza- 
tions in  our  area  that  supports  the 
needs  of  the  community.” 

For  more  information,  the 
Birthday  Wishes  organization  has 
a website  at  http://www.birthday- 
wishes.org/. 


Useful  Phone  Ntimbers: 

Bookstore  - 5657 
Public  Safety  - 5262 
IT  - 5528 
Library  - 523 1 


Campus  - Pages  2 & 3 

Crime  Log 

OpEd  - Pages  4 & 5 

Conservative 


A&E  - Pages  6-8 

Whitney  Houston 

Sports  - Pages  9-11 

WSU  Basketball 


Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00p 
Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 
Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 
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Quick 

Hits 


Friday 

February'  24th 

- Sankofa  • 
Black  History  Month  « 
Luncheon 
Scanlon  Living  Room% 
m » 

7:30  pm.  - The  Vagina 
I Monologu^  ^ 
Dever  Stage 

i ^ 

9:00  pm.- Hip  Uop 
^ Dance  r; 
Season  Living  Room 

11:00  pm.  - Brown 
^Bag  Bingo 
Ely  Main  Lounge 


Saturday  ^ 
February  25th 


7:00 pm.-  Minute  To 
Win  It 

Ely  Main  Lounge 


Campus  Police  Log 
2/05/12-2/11/12 


DATE 

TIME 

INCIDENT 

LOCATION 

2/05/12 

0107 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL. (ALCOHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

DAVIS  HALL 

2/05/12 

0423 

NOISE  COMPLAINT 

PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY 

JUDICI/U.  REFERRAL 

/UTS.  COMPLEX 

2/05/12 

2/06/12 

1346 

MALICIOUS  DEST.(VANDALISM) 

DAMAGE  TO  SIDEVIEW  MIRROR 

NO  INCIDENTS  TO  REPORT 

APTS.  LOT 

2/07/12 

1211 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

DICKINSON  HALL 

2/08/12 

1429 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

COURTNEY  HALL 

2/09/12 

1549 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL. (ALCOHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

COURTNEY  HALL 

2/10/12 

0011 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(/U.COHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

L/^SDOWNE 

2/10/12 

1230 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

DICKmSON  HALL 

2/10/12 

1555 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(/VLCOHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

SC/^ON  HALL 

2/10/12 

1605 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(/U.COHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

SOUTH  LOT 

2/10/12 

1726 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

/VPTS  . COMPLEX 

2/10/12 

1830 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

DICKINSON  HALL 

2/10/12 

2029 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

3 NON-STUDENTS  REMOVED  FROM  CAMPUS 

SCANLON  HALL 

DAVIS  HALL 

2/11/12 

1318 

LARCNEY-THEFT 

LAPTOP  TAKEN  FROM  UNLOCKED  ROOM 

DAVIS  HALL 

2/11/12 

1154 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
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UMass  Undergraduate  Research  Conference  coming  up 


Amber  Petteil 

Voice  Reporter 

On  April  27,  2012  the 
University  of  Massachusetts 
Amherst  will  host  the  18th  an- 
nual Massachusetts  Statewide 
Undergraduate  Research  Con- 
ference. 

According  to  the  official 
information  pamphlet  distrib- 
uted by  UMass,  the  confer- 
ence began  in  1995  and  was 
contained  to  the  four  campuses 
within  the  University  of  Massa- 
chusetts system. 

Since  that  point  the  event 
has  grown  considerably.  The 
•conference  webpage  states  that 
now  the  event  includes  more 
than  650  students  from  public 
colleges  and  universities  all 
over  the  Commonwealth. 

The  students  come  from  a 
variety  of  disciplines  and  pres- 


ent a diverse  body  of  work. 

Students  from  Westfield 
State  have  been  participating 
in  the  conference  for  several 
years. 

Yet  according  to  Profes- 
sor Glen  Brewster,  who  is  the 
university’s  faculty  organizer 
for  the  conference,  this  year’s 
event  is  a special  one  for  the 
Westfield  State  community. 

“This  year  we  have  al- 
most 70  students  who  applied,” 
he  said,  “almost  50%  more  than 
last  year’s  record  of  40  stu- 
dents.” 

Although  it  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  Westfield’s  six 
applicants  will  be  accepted  as 
presenters  for  this  year’s  con- 
ference, the  increased  interest 
alone  is  exciting  for  Brewster. 

As  a professor  of  English 
and  director  of  the  University 
Honors  Program,  he  said  that  he 
encourages  all  students  to  take 


advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to  participate  in  events  like  this 
one. 

“The  event  gives  students 
practice  in  public  speaking  and 
allows  them  to  share  with  other 
students  from  across  the  state 
that  they  may  have  never  gotten 
the  opportunity  to  meet  other- 
wise,” he  said.  “Students  often 
have  a lot  of  fun  participating  in 
this  event.” 

Brewster  also  emphasized 
the  fact  that  participation  in  this 
conference  is  a great  boost  for  a 
student’s  resume. 

Over  the  next  couple  of 
weeks  Brewster  said  he  will  be 
reading  through  each  student’s 
submission  and  then  releasing 
them  to  the  next  level  of  the  se- 
lection process. 

Sometime  within  the  next 
several  weeks,  the  students  will 
be  notified  regarding  acceptance 
to  the  conference. 


George  Washington  snubbed  by  Google  once  again 




Googla  Savch  Tm  Lucky 


Joshua  Clark 
Voice  Reporter 


Google,  the  ubiquitous 
search  engine,  known  for  its 
“doodle”  collection  that  com- 
memorates events  in  history  and 
notable  birthdays,  has  passed  by 
George  Washington  on  the  date 
of  his  birthday. 

February  22nd,  which 
was  Washington’s  280th  birth- 
day, was  also  the  beginning  of 
Lent  for  the  1 .2  billion  Catholics 


around  the  world.  Rather  than 
create  a doodle  for  Washing- 
ton or  Ash  Wednesday,  Google 
decided  to  commemorate  the 
birthday  of  German  physicist 
Heinrich  Hertz. 

Hertz,  who  was  bom  in 
1857,  was  a pioneering  scientist 
in  the  field  of  electromagnetic 
waves.  According  to  The  Blaze, 
Hertz  was  the  “first  person  to 
conclusively  prove”  the  exis- 
tence of  the  waves. 

His  discovery  paved  the 
way  for  the  invention  of  the 


wireless  telegraph,  radio,  and 
television.  The  doodle  that  was 
created  for  Hertz  was  an  ani- 
mated wave  that  illustrates  the 
waves  that  Hertz  helped  dis- 
cover and  also  contains  the  ci- 
phered Google  logo. 

Google  was  founded  in 
1998  by  Sergey  Brin  and  Larry 
Page.  Their  doodles  became 
notorious  in  2000.  Since  2002, 
no  president,  including  George 
Washington,  has  been  recog- 
nized in  a doodle.  Maybe  2013 
will  be  his  year. 


Student 

Spotlight 

by  Tim  Gallery 


Name:  Charlie  Crayton 
Major:  Criminal  Justice 
Hometown:  Burlington,  MA 

Do  you  have  any  strange  phobias? 

It’s  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary..!  mean  I’m  scared  of  heights, 
but  I think  that  is  pretty  common. 

Are  you  a morning  person  or  a night  person? 

I would  say  night.  It’s  hard  to  be  a real  person  in  the  morning. 

If  a genie  granted  you  3 wishes,  what  would  you  ask  for? 

To  travel  the  world,  find  a cure  for  cancer,  and  for  season  tick- 
ets to  the  Red  Sox.  Everyone  asks  for  money,  I try  to  refrain 
from  that. 

If  you  could  have  dinner  with  anyone  dead  or  alive  who  would 
it  be  and  why? 

JFK  because  he  is  my  favorite  historical  figure.  There  is  just 
something  about  the  Kennedy’s  that  1 find  really  interesting. 

If  a movie  were  to  be  made  aboutyour  life,  which  actor  would 
you  like  to  portray  you? 

I’d  say  Denzel  Washington.  I know  he  is  getting  old,  but  he  has 
'given  us  so  many  classics.  Plus,  Hollywood  is  in  a short  supply 
of  black  actors,  so  my  pickings  are  slim. 

Top  3 websites  you  frequent  the  most? 

ESPN.com,  CNN. com,  Faceb6ok.com 

The  power  to  be  invisible  or  the  power  to  fly? 

Fly,  it  would  save  me  from  dealing  with  traffic. 

Finish  this  sentence.  In  10  years  I would  like  to... 

Have  a successful  career,  a decent  home,  and  the  start  of  my 
family. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the 
spotlight  - or  know  someone  who 
deserves  it  - email 
thevoice@wsc.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Competency  and  Conservatism;  Santorum 


Brady  Kerr 
Voice  Reporter 

Former  Senator  Rick  San- 
torum performs  the  trifecta  in 
Minnesota,  Missouri,  and  Colo- 
rado. There  is  now  evidence  that 
he  is  leading  Governor  Romney 
in  most  national  polls. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  it, 
Rick  Santorum  is  gaining  mo- 
mentum. This  column  has  cov- 
ered the  rise  of  such  candidates 
before,  so  it  is  necessary  that  this 
weeks  colunm  concerns  the  rise 
of  former  Pennsylvania  Senator 
Rick  Santorum.  I might  add  that 
this  column  has  also  written  on 
the  demise  of  a good  number  of 
candidates.  Can  Santorum  stand 
the  heat?  Will  he  be  the  Repub- 
lican nominee?  I have  no  clue, 
but  in  any  event,  this  race  is  far 
from  over. 

Mr.  Santorum  is  best 
known  for  his  social  conserva- 
tism, often  stirring  up  controver- 
sy over  his  views  on  abortion. 
Some  of  his  recent  comments 
about  same  sex  marriage  have 
made  him  the  target  of  hberal 
groups.  Rick  Santorum  is  the 
man  to  hate  for  the  left,  that’s 
why  his  surge  is  so  surprising. 

In  2006,  Senator  Santo- 
rum was  vying  for  a third  term, 
and  was  delivered  an  18-point 
loss.  This  was  a huge  defeat. 
However,  2006  was  not  a good 
year  for  Republicans.  They  lost 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  along 
with  giving  Democrats  a su- 
permajority proof  legislature. 

Santorum’s  defeat  is 
important  to  remember  when 
choosing  a presidential  nomi- 
nee. Do  we  really  want  to  nomi- 
nate a guy  who  lost  by  700,000 
votes?  Rick  Santorum  will  tell 
you  that  we  do.  His  claim  to 
fame  is  as  an  underdog,  a guy 
who  knows  how  to  win. 

In  1990,  his  first  house 
race,  Santorum  beat  a seven- 
term  Democratic  incumbent. 
To  top  it  off,  the  redistricting 
plan  put  him  in  a new  district 
that  had  a 3: 1 ratio  of  registered 
Democrats  to  Republicans.  And 


photo  by  discovennaga- 


zine.com 

in  1992,  he  won  with  61%  of 
the  vote.  Riding  the  Republican 
revolutionary  wave  of  1994, 
Rick  Santorum  beat  another 
incumbent.  Senator  Harris  Wof- 
ford. He  managed  to  hang  on 
to  his  seat  in  the  2000  election, 
and  gain  popularity  among  the 
Republican  establishment. 

Santorum’s  epic  defeat  in 
2006  was  not  entirely  his  fault. 
It  was  a bad  year  to  have  a (R) 
next  to  your  name,  especially 
in  the  blue  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  stood  firmly  behind 
President  George  W.  Bush  at  a 
time  when  his  popularity  was 
hitting  rock  bottom.  The  war 
in  Iraq  was  not  going  our  way; 
the  surge  had  not  yet  been  fully 
enacted.  Bush’s  Social  Security 
Reform  went  south,  of  which 
Senator  Santorum  took  some 
shrapnel. 

After  twelve  years  of  gov- 
ernance, Republicans  were  be- 
coming arrogant,  and  spending 
like  Democrats.  The  American 
people  had  had  enough  of  the 
GOP,  and  Rick  Santorum  felt 
the  brunt  of  it.  It  did  not  help 
that  Santorum  was  a culture 
warrior.  Some  of  his  comments 
on  social  issues  really  offended 
people. 

When  Rick  Santorum  an- 
nounced that  he  was  running  for 
the  presidency  in  2012,  nobody 
thought  he  had  a chance.  He 
lost  by  18  points,  had  not  held 
office  since  his  defeat,  and  was 
a Fox  television  personahty. 
Then  again,  politics  in  America 
has  changed  over  the  years.  But 


what  has  not  changed  is  what 
makes  Rick  Santorum  success- 
ful. 

It  is  his  ability  in  retail 
politics  that  won  him  Iowa.  He 
campaigned  in  aU  99  counties, 
igniting  support  among  the  av- 
erage Iowan.  He  let  Romney 
and  Gingrich  fight  it  out  in  Flor- 
ida, while  quietly  campaigning 
in  Minnesota,  Missouri,  and 
Colorado.  By  the  time  Romney 
saw  the  pattern,  it  was  too  late. 

Rick  Santorum  is  a great 
politician,  his  extroversion  al- 
lows him  to  cormect  with  almost 
anybody.  He  also  has  courage  to 
stand  up  and  fight  for  what  he 
believes  in. 

This  upcoming  Tuesday, 
Michigan  is  holding  its  presi- 
dential primary  . It  is  considered 
Mitt  Romney’s  home  state.  His 
father  was  a popular  Michigan 
Governor  and  auto  Executive. 
In  2008,  it  was  his  firewall, 
and  where  he  trounced  Senator 
John  McCain.  However,  2012 
is  a different  story,  Rick  Santo- 
rum is  now  leading  Romney  by 
as  much  as  10  points  in  some 
polls. 

A win  for  the  surging 
Santorum  could  put  him  in  the 
perfect  position  to  become  the 
anti-Romney  candidate.  A loss 
for  Romney  will  send  shock 
waves  across  his  network  of 
donors.  Talk  of  a brokered  con- 
vention, or  a late  entry  into  the 
race  will  become  rampant.  This 
is  a must  win  for  Romney;  he 
needs  to  show  he  can  fend  off 
any  and  all  attacks. 

As  we  all  know,  this  is 
where  Rick  Santorum  thrives. 
He’s  a fighter,  not  afraid  to  go 
right  after  his  opponent.  The 
airwaves  are  being  bombarded 
with  attacks  from  Romney’s 
Super  Pac. 

Will  Santorum  be  able  to 
survive  such  an  onslaught,  that 
has  claimed  the  campaigns  of 
Perry  and  Gingrich?  Maybe, 
maybe  not.  But  what  I do  know 
is  that  this  race  is  far  from  over 
with.  Don’t  count  anybody  out, 
especially  the  former  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania. 


Editor’s  ' 
Desk  E 


Hello  everyone. 

This  has  been  a crazy  couple  of  weeks  for  me.  I learned 
a lot  about  myself,  and  most  of  it  I didn’t  like.  But  I want 
to  dedicate  this  space  to  thank  everyone  who  has  stood 
by  me,  no  matter  what  - no,  to  people  everywhere  who 
stand  by  the  people  they  love.  It  takes  a big  person  to  ad- 
mit that  they’re  wrong,  but  I think  it  takes  an  even  bigger 
person  to  tell  someone  else  that  they  were  wrong  and  to 
continue  loving  them  anyway. 

“We  should  regret  our  mistakes  and  learn  from  them,  but 
never  carry  them  forward  into  the  future  with  us.’’ 

- LAI.  Montgomery 

So  here’s  to  making  mistakes,  learning  from  them,  and 
then  getting  over  them.  We  have  to  forgive  people  if  we 
want  to  move  on.  No  one  is  mistake-free  and  everyone 
deserves  a second  chance.  Have  a great  weekend,  every- 
one, and  try  not  to  make  any  mistakes  you  will  regret. 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 
sfahey5744@westfield.ma.edu 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 


If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ^‘letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mc.  ma.  edu. 
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The  Jeremy  Lin  sensation  is  helping  both  the  Knicks  and  the  NBA 


photo  by  looplane.com 

Jeremy  Lin  has  brought  the  Knicks  back  to  relevance. 


lyier  Morissette 

Voice  Reporter 

There  are  an  abundance 
of  different  narratives  that  one 
could  choose  when  writing 
about  Jeremy  Lin.. 

You  could  talk  about 
how  he  is  the  first  basketball 
player  of  Taiwanese  descent 
to  play  in  the  NBA,  or  how  he 
was  an  undrafted  guard  out  of 
Harvard,  or  how  he  was  cut 
twice  this  season,  and  was 
almost  cut  a third  time  by  the 
Knicks. 

New  York  decided  not  to 
cut  him  because  of  some  in- 
juries, and  Lin  went  on  a tear 
to  lead  the  Knicks  to  a seven 
game  winning  streak. 

These  are  all  great  story 
topics,  but  I am  going  to  talk 
about  something  that  I think 
is  significant,  but  has  not  been 
talked  about. 

That  is  the  impact  of 
Jeremy  Lin  on  the  state  of 


the  New  York  Knicks  and 
basketball  in  New  York  as  a 
whole. 

Whether  we  like  to  ad- 
mit it  or  not,  basketball  is  al- 
ways better  when  the  Knicks 
are  playing  well.  Let  me  ex- 
plain. 


The  Knicks  play  in  the 
biggest  market,  New  York, 
and  play  in  the  most  presti- 
gious and  well-known  are- 
nas in  the  country;  Madison 
Square  Garden. 

Back  in  the  90’s  the 
Garden  was  the  place  to  be 


and  the  Knicks  played  enter- 
taining basketball.  New  York 
supported  the  team,  and  the 
energy  the  fans  brought  w^ls 
why  it  made  it  so  special. 

Cut  to  the  2000’s  and 
the  New  York  Knicks  have 
been  a complete  and  utter  train 
wreck. 

Thanks  to  awful  lead- 
ership and  decision  making 
of  owner  James  Dolan,  and 
former  General  Manger  and 
Coach  Isaiah  Thomas,  the 
Knicks  were  the  laughing 
stock  of  the  league,  and  an 
embarrassment  to  the  city. 

That  all  seemed  to 
change  recently  with  the  addi- 
tion of  Carmelo  Anthony  and 
Amare  Stoudemire,  but  that 
same  spark  was  not  there. 

At  the  beginning  of  this 
month  when  Jeremy  Lin  came 
out  of  nowhere  and  started  to 
reenergize  the  fans,  and  the 
team  itself,  and  things  really 
changed. 

The  energy  that  came 


off  the  TV  screen  when  I was 
watching  the  Knicks  play  the 
Lakers  was  amazing. 

In  a way  it  was  the 
perfect  example  of  what 
would  have  happened  if 
Lebron  James  joined  the 
Knicks. 

The  NBA  and  basket- 
ball as  a whole  is  much  bet- 
ter when  the  Knicks  are  play- 
ing well.  With  the  addition  of 
Jeremy  Lin,  the  Knicks  are  a 
must  watch  and  are  becoming 
relevant. 

Heck,  it  even  passed  the 
mom/grandmother  test  (the 
mom/grandmother  test  is  when 
your  mom  or  grandmother, 
who  know  little  to  nothing, 
about  sports  call  you  up  and 
talk  about  a sports  player  or 
game). 

The  other  day  Jeremy 
Lin  and  the  Knicks  passed  that 
test  when  my  grandmother 
called  me  up  and  started  talk- 
ing to  me  about  the  Knicks 
and  Jeremy  Lin. 


The  Daily  Caller  has  a hot  new  byline  on  staff 


Alex  Myers 
Washington 
Correspondent 

Happy  Friday  everyone. 

I am  writing  from  work 
because  I decided  to  take  a 
break  from  working  for  lunch, 
and  what’s  a better  way  to  take 
a break  than  to  write  this  for 
the  paper? 

So,  I have  good  news. 
That  article  I was  writing 
about,  the  original  story  I 
believe  I wrote  about  in  this 
column  last  week,  is  finally 
finished  and  posted  on  the 
website,  dailycaller.com. 

All  of  you  reading  the 
paper,  and  reading  this  article, 
stop  momentarily. 

Put  the  papers  down. 
Open  your  laptop.  Type  in 


dailycaller.com.  Type  in  Al- 
exandra Myers  in  the  search 
bar.  Look  for  the  headline 
“Google  explains  relationship 
with  MasterCard,  Sprint,  and 
the  future  of  Google  Wallet,” 
and  read  it! 

Feel  free,  after  you’ve 
finished  reading  the  rest  of  the 
paper  of  course,  to  Tweet  the 
article  to  all  your  friends  and/ 
or  post  it  on  your  Facebook. 

I really  won’t  mind,  I 
promise. 

In  other  news,  things  are 
sort  of  heating  up  on  the  home 
front  and  not  in  a good  way. 
I’ve  been  having  some  room- 
mate issues. 

Let  me  say  this  - I can’t 
wait  until  1 come  back  and  I 
get  to  live  in  an  apartment 
with  my  best  friend. 

Let  me  also  say  that 


when  the  week  is  not  going 
great  and  normally  you’d  have 
your  best  friend  there  by  your 
side  to  cheer  you  up  or  buy 
you  coffee,  it’s  really,  really 
hard  when  they  aren’t.there. 

So  my  advice  for  the 
week:  tell  your  friends  how 
much  you  appreciate  it  when 
they  are  there  for  you. 

So,  Samantha,  thanks 
for  everything!! 

Alright,  it’s  5:00  and  I 
have  to  get  the  heck  out  of  this 
office. 

Hey  you! 

You  can  email  Alex  at 
amyers9330@  Westfield. 
ma.edu  with  any  questions 
or  comments  about  her 
internship  in  our  nation’s 
capital. 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


By  Matthew  Futterleib 


NS 


Johnny  Cash  - Bom  Feb.  26, 1932 


Leap  Day  - February  29 


One  of  the  most  influen- 
tial singer-songwriters 
in  the  history  of  coun- 
try music,  Johimy  Cash 
was  bom  in  Kingsland, 
Arkansas  in  a farming 
famfly  of  seven  children. 
Growing  up  as  a worker 
in  cotton  fields.  Cash  first 
found  musical  inspiration 
in  the  work  songs  sung 
by  pickers  and  folk  songs 
played  on  guitar  by  his 
mother.  Despite  his  musi- 
cal prowess  blossoming 
on  guitar  at  the  age  of  12, 
Cash  would  join  the  Air 
Force  as  a radio  intercept 


officer  stationed  in  West 
Germany.  His  big  break 
came  in  1955,  when  he 
earned  a recording  con- 
tract with  his  band  John- 
ny Cash  & the  Tennessee 
Two  in  Memphis  shortly 
after  being  discharged 
from  military  duty.  On  the 
label  Sun  Records,  Cash 
earned  his  first  number 
one  hit  in  1956  with  “I 
Walk  the  Line,”  and  his 
popularity  continued  to 
rise  after  the  release  of  his 
first  solo  album  in  1957. 
After  hitting  rock  bottom 
in  the  mid  60 ’s  due  to 
drug  abuse.  Cash  returned, 
to  the  limelight  in  the  late 
60 ’s,  climaxing  with  the 
successful  release  of  his 
greatest  album  Live  at 
Folsom  Prison  in  1969. 
Cash  remained  active  in 
the  music  industry  until 
his  death  in  2003,  record- 
ing two  masterful  albums 
of  eclectic  covers  and 
originals  just  months  be- 
fore passing. 


After  a le^  year  was 
added  to  the  Gregorian  cal- 
endar every  four  years  as 
a {Heemptive  measure  of 
matching  the  Eardi’s  wbit 
around  the  sun,  February 
29  was  designated  Leap 
Day.  Reasoning  for  this 
circumstance  has  beccMne 
globally  accepted,  but  few 
may  grasp  the  measure’s 
tme  purpose:  science  has 
proven  that  the  Earth  takes 
approximately  365  days 
and  6 hours  to  revolve 
around  the  sun.  Thus,every 
four  years,  there  is  a spare 
24  hours.  To  make  room 


for  these  extra  hours,  mem- 
bers of  the  Julian  refcwm  in 
Rcwne  decided  to  add  an 
extra  day  to  Julius  Caesar’s 
revised  calendar,  effective 
in  45  B.C.  Many  countries 
resporKkd  to  the  extra  day 
by  combining  February  29 
with  either  its  preceding 
OT  following  day  as  ccwie- 
sponding  to  the  same  day 
on  birth  certificates  and 
licenses,  and  this  practice 
is  still  comnaon  today  in 
places  like  New  Zealand 
and  the  United  Kingdcan. 
Confusicm  may  begin  to 
occur  when  one  ccxisiders 
that  years  evenly  divis- 
ible by  100  are  not  neces- 
sarily “leap  years”  unless 
these  years  are  divisible  by 
400;  fcH-  example,  the  year 
1900  was  rK)t  a le^  year, 
but  2000  was.  The  ubiqui- 
tous nature  of  this  day  has 
spawned  much  folklore  in 
places  like  Ireland,  where 
tradition  says  that  wcmaen 
can  only  fwopose  marriage 
to  men  on  leap  years. 


Bill  Hicks  - Died  Feb.  26, 1994 


Though  his  career  never 
boasted  a starring  role  in  a 
smash-hit  ccxnedic  film , Bill 
Hicks  made  a strong  impact 
in  COTiedy  with  his  bit- 
ing satire  arxi  cynical  view 
of  the  American  lifestyle. 
Hicks  was  raised  in  Hous- 
ton, admiring  television 
personalities  like  Johnny 
Carson  and  pacticing  his 
stand-up  routine  at  an  early 
age.  As  he  aged,  his  wit  be- 
came sharper  and  his  humOT 
darker,  often  targeting  social 
norms  and  seeking  to  simul- 
taneously infcwm,  entertain 
aixl  shock  his  audience.  His 
trademark  conftontaticHial 
style  earned  him  the  atten- 
tion of  talent  agencies  and 
he  socwi  moved  to  Los  An- 
geles to  continue  his  stand- 
up  career,  including  his  first 
television  appearance  cm 
the  David  Lettermari  Show 
in  1984.  Hicks’  drug  abuse 
working  in  LA.  nearly  end- 
ed his  life  in  the  late  80’s.  In 
1990,  Hicks  travelled  to  the 
United  Kingckxn  and  fourxi 


a new-ly-devoted  fan  base, 
thanks  to  his  heavy  criti- 
cism of  American  values 
and  traditions.  At  the  peak 
of  his  success  in  1993, 
Hicks  was  diagnosed  with 
terminal  pancreatic  can- 
cer, Limiting  his  touring 
and  eventually  contribut- 
ing to  his  demise  in  1994. 
Though  he  died  young  at 
tmly  32,  Hicks  was  nomi- 
nated the  fourth-greatest 
comedian  ever  by  Britain’s 
Channel  Four  and  still  re- 
ceives acclaim  for  his  revo- 
lutionary comedic  personal- 
ity. 


focts  courtesy  of  bingxooD 


Movie  Review:  ‘The  Room’ 


Lvudon  Seitz  & Lewis 
Pacheco 
A&E  Editors 


“The  R(X)m,”  despite 
having  been  released  in  2003,  is 
timeless.  It  is  a movie  that  shall 
be  noted  by  critics  for  decades 
to  come  for  its  audacity.  This 
most  comedic  of  comedies  will 
certainly  maintain  its  strong 
cult  status  many  years  from 
now.  “The  Room”  almost  made 
these  reviewers  shed  an  ocean 
of  tears. 

While  many  films  are 
doomed  to  be  relegated  to  time’s 
dark  closet,  “The  Room”  shall 
forever  be  regularly  screened 
in  home  theaters  and  midnight 


showings,  because  this  movie  is 
just  that  terrible. 

The  film  is  widely  con- 
sidered to  be  the  masterwork  of 
its  lead  actor,  director,  screen- 
writer, producer,  executive  pro- 
ducer, and  mysterious  financer 
Tommy  Wiseau.  He  originally 
created  the  film  as  a drama  in  the 
style  of  Tennessee  Williams  (“A 
Streetcar  Named  Desire”,  “Cat 
on  a Hot  Tin  Roof’),  but  unfor- 
tunately his  cinematic  genius 
was  widely  misunderstood. 

Never  one  to  accept  fail- 
ure, the  plucky  Wiseau  instead 
took  note  of  his  audiences’  reac- 
tions to  his  personal  picture  and 
marketed  it  as  a “black  com- 
edy”, which  is  arguably  one  of 
the  greatest  decisions  ever  made 


in  the  history  of  mankind. 

Some  would  think  that 
Wiseau  and  company’s  acting  is 
terrible.  They  would  be  wrong. 
The  acting  is  most  certainly  not 
terrible.  How  can  that  which 
does  not  exist  be  terrible? 

The  voice  dubbing  may 
be  delayed  in  places  and  simply 
inaccurate  in  others  - watch  the 
infamous  “Flower  Shop  Scene” 
for  proof  - but  that  I am  sure  is 
just  to  help  us  along  with  the 
emotional  impact  of  what  we 
are  seeing. 

We  are  also  certain  that 
the  four  extra-long  lovemaking 
scenes  were  placed  in  there  to 
ease  us  from  the  heavy  drama 
that  was  unfolding  before  our 
eyes.  Perhaps,  by  all  being 
placed  towards  the  begiiming 
of  the  film,  they  are  meant  to 
ease  us  into  the  drama,  but  we 


digress. 

The  film  features  an  orig- 
inal musical  score  which  high- 
lights a number  of  memorable 
themes  you’ll  be  humming 
to  yourself  and  hence  driving 
yourself  mad  with  for  weeks. 
And  speaking  of  the  love-mak- 
ing scenes,  the  movie  also  fea- 
tures one  powerfully  emotional 
R.  Kelly-style  power  ballad  for 
each  one. 

Sometimes  plot  holes 
don’t  matter  when  you  are 
watching  a woric  of  art.  We 
don’t  want  to  spoil  any  details 
of  the  plot  (whatever  it  is),  but 
sometimes  not  even  cancer  or 
angry  drug  dealers  matter  when 
you  are  dealing  with  matters  of 
the  heart.  The  surreal  dialogue 
proves  this  point  further,  mak- 
ing us  think  about  the  non-se- 
quiturs  in  our  own  lives. 


The  cinematography  is 
breathtaking  (it  takes  the  breath 
out  of  your  lungs  from  the  laugh- 
ter at  it).  The  many  views  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  seemingly 
stolen  right  out  of  “Full  House” 
will  leave  you  pondering  for  a 
long  while  “Why  was  this  shot 
put  in  here?  What  is  Tommy 
Wiseau  trying  to  tell  us  with 
such  heavy-handed  visual  meta- 
phors?” 

There  is  no  score  that  we 
can  give  this  movie  that  can 
possibly  justify  how  terrible 
it  is.  If  graded  on  how  well  it 
accomplishes  what  it  set  out 
to  do,  it  deserves  a zero  out  of 
ten.  However,  if  graded  on  how 
it  can  inspire  feelings  of  com- 
munity and  laughter  and  horror 
and  all  other  emotions  within  an 
audience  all  at  one  time,  it  de- 
serves a full  score. 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Charts 

Billboard  Top  10  Singles 

1 . Kelly  Clarkson- 
“Stronger  (What  Doesn’t 
Kill  You)” 

2.  Adele-  “Set  Fire  to  the 
Rain” 

3.  fun.  feat.  Janelle 
Monae-  “We  Are  Young” 

4.  LMFAO-  “Sexy  and  I 
Know  It” 

5.  Flo  Rida-  “Good 
Feeling”  " 

6.  Rihanna-  “We  Found 
Love” 

7.  Whitney  Houston-  “I 
Will  Always  Love  You” 

8.  David  Guetta-  “Turn 
Me  On” 

9.  Tyga-  “Rack  City” 

10.  Madonna  feat.  Nicki 
Minaj  & M.I  A.-  “Give 
Me  All  Your  Luvin’” 


Box  Office  Top  5 

\.  Safe  House  {%22>.eM) 

2.  The  Vow  ($23 .OM) 

3.  Ghost  Rider:  Spirit  of 
Vengeance  ($22. IM) 

4.  Journey  2:  The 
Mysterious  Island 
($19.8M) 

5.  This  Means  War 
($19.1M) 

Nielsen  Top  10  TV  Shows 

1 . “American  Idol” 
(Wednesday)-  FOX 

2.  “The  Voice”-  NBC 

3.  “The  Big  Bang 
Theory”-  CBS 

4.  “American  Idol” 
(Thursday)-  FOX 

5.  “Modem  Family”- 
ABC 

6.  ‘Two  and  a Half  Men”- 
CBS 

7.  “NCIS”-  CBS 

8.  “2  Broke  Girls”-  CBS 

9.  “How  I Met  Your 
Mother”-  CBS 

10.  “Mike  & Molly”- 
CBS 


Charlie  Brown  hits  the  stage  at  Juniper  this  weekend 


Sara  Pedersen 
Voice  Reporter 


When  you  go  to  see  a 
show,  you  see  the  two  hours 
of  a performance  in  full... 
that’s  it. 

You  only  see  those  two 
hours,  and  nothing  more. 
What  the  audience  doesn’t 
see  is  the  countless  hours 
of  preparation  for  those  two 
hours  of  performing. 

Many  people  overlook 
the  fact  that  this  is  more  than 
simply  putting  on  a show. 
This  onstage  performance 
is  what  some  of  us  look  for- 
ward to  all  semester.  For 
some,  this  is  what  removes 
us  from  the  many  other  de- 
manding responsibilities  we 
have  as  college  students. 

For  some,  this  is  the 
reason  we  continue  to  move 
along  each  day  here  at  WSU. 
For  all  of  us,  MTG  is  our 
life. 

I don’t  mean  this  in  the 
cheesy  cliche  way,  but  the 
commitment  to  this  club  is 
what  makes  our  college  ex- 
perience, plain  and  simple. 

From  someone  who  has 
walked  through  the  doors  to 
college  and  into  MTG  from 
day  one,  this  is  inside  scoop 
from  my  perspective  at  what 
happens  in  .the  life  of  a Mu- 
sical Theater  Guild  mem- 
ber beyond  those  two  short 
hours  on  stage. 

Take  the  spring  show 
You’re  a Good  Man,  Char- 
lie Brown!  for  example.  The 
start  of  rehearsals  began  on 
day  one,  January  22nd,  ex- 
actly one  month  before  open- 
ing night.  Only  four  weeks. 
Twenty-eight  days. 

No,  we  did  not  have  all 
the  days  to  prepare  this  show, 
as  we  would  hope,  but  that’s 
okay;  we’re  used  to  the  time 
crunch.  Directors  Becky  Ad- 
ams and  Alyssa  Doyle  had 
already  been  preparing  the 
framework  of  the  show  with 


Stage  Manager  Wilson  Bel- 
bin  and  the  rest  of  the  Pro- 
duction Staff  “fo’  days.” 

- For  anyone  who  has 
performed  in  a show  in  high 
school,  the  nitty-gritty  prep- 
aration for  which  teachers 
assume  responsibility  - se- 
lecting a show,  casting  roles, 
choreographing  dances, 
learning  lyrics,  scheduling 
rehearsals,  blocking  scenes, 
choosing  costumes,  design- 
ing a set,  collecting  props, 
producing  t-shirts,  advertis- 
ing posters,  selling  tickets, 
and  more  - all  falls  into  the 
hands  of  the  students. 

These  responsibilities 
challenge  managing  our  oth- 
er priorities,  as  we  all  have  at 
least  four  classes  and  at  least 
one  other  extracurricular  ac- 
tivity that  we  participate  in. 

From  the  kickoff  cast 
dinner  on  day  one  until  now, 
this  endless  checklist  of 
tasks  to  accomplish  has  been 
completed  in  just  four  short 
weeks. 

It’s  these  people  - the 
ones  at  the  cast  dinner,  which 
includes  all  the  cast,  crew,’ 
pit,  and  production  staff  - 
that  truly  create  the  family 
mosaic  that  the  MTG  is.  Our 
last  song  “Happiness,”  en- 
compasses the  core  value  we 
all  share  through  this  group: 
“Happiness  is  anyone  and 
anything  at  all,  that’s  loved 
by  you.” 

It  is  the  best  feeling  to 
know  that  at  the  end  of  the 
day,  these  people  will  be 
there  beyond  the  rehearsals. 
With  the  stressors  of  demand- 
ing classes  and  schedules, 
family  issues  preoccupying 
our  minds,  and  drama  with 
friends,  I look  forward  to 
arriving  at  rehearsal  every 
evening  at  5:00  where  all 
of  that  anxiety  escapes  my 
mind  while  we  learn  a new 
dance  or  rehearse  the  big 
song  numbers. 

Each  night  before  a 
rehearsal,  the  directors  and 
upperclassmen  express  their 


inspiring  memories  to  the  en- 
tire group  as  we  hold  hands 
and  hum  in  unison.  These 
motivational  speeches  artic- 
ulate the  meaningful  impact 
that  MTG  has  on  everyone 
involved. 

Senior  Matt  Soovajian 
expresses  the  feeling  per- 
fectly as  he  states,  “magi- 
cal things  happen  when  we 
come  together.” 

I can  speak  for  every- 
one when  I say  that  we  all 
have  found  a niche  within 
MTG  in  one  way  or  another. 

Both  the  current  and 
future  MTG  Presidents  Brian 
Cipoletta  and  Dan  Monopoli 
agree  that  Musical  Theater 
Guild  allows  students  who 
have  a love  of  theater  to 
share  their  joy  of  performing 
through  a fun  and  collabora- 
tive experience. 

Vice  President  Libby 
Boland  also  emphasizes  the 
family-like  relationship  that 
we  develop  throughout  the 
experience. 

Almost  everyone  who 
participates  in  one  show  re- 
turns the  next  semester  to 
be  involved  in  the  upcom- 


ing production,  and  that’s 
due  largely  to  that  strong 
sense  of  camaraderie  that  is 
formed  in  that  short  amount 
of  time. 

Not  all  of  the  members 
are  in  this  family  involved 
from  day  one  either;  the 
club  expands  little  by  little 
each  semester,  as  we  feature 
our  newest  member  Ashley 
Spindel  as  the  Red  Haired 
Girl  in  this  spring  show. 

The  club  is  always  wel- 
coming to  new  members  to 
participate  in  the  production 
development,  both  onstage 
and  behind-the-scenes. 

If  you  have  not  already 
had  an  opportunity  to  join  us 
at  Juniper,  we  invite  you  to 
see  the  “magic”  in  person  as 
we  share  with  you  the  clas- 
sic Peanuts  production  filled 
with  lots  of  laughter  and 
smiles. 

The  remaining  shows  of 
You’re  A Good  Man,  Charlie 
Brown!  will  be  held  tonight, 
February  24th  at  7:30pm  and 
tomorrow,  Saturday  Febru- 
ary 25th  at  2pm  and  7:30pm 
in  Juniper  Park  Elementary 
School. 
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ArtsSsEntertainment  The  Westfield  Voice 


Rick  Mumane’s  ‘Wednesday  Child’  features  unique  pop-rock  sensibilities 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Rick  Mumane.the  former 
guitarist  i singer,  and  primaiy’ 
songwriter  for  the  Western  MA 
bluesy-pop  rock  band  Group 
DeVille,  released  his  debut  solo 
album  in  the  beginning  of  Janu- 
ary. 

Group  DeVille  was  to- 
gether for  about  twelve  years 
and  was  a local  favorite  around 
the  Northampton  area.  I had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  band 
a few  times  before  they  split, 
and  was  dismayed  to  hear  of 
the  break-up.  However,  I was 
pleased  to  discover  that  Mur- 
nane  was  releasing  a solo  album 
this  year. 

Rick  Mumane’s  solo  al- 
bum, titled  “Wednesday  Child’’, 
exceeds  expectations.  Mumane 
plays  guitar,  bass,  keyboard, 
and  vocals  on  his  new  album. 
His  friend,  Chris  Collingwood, 
provided  the  percussion.  Mur- 
nane  wrote  all  of  the  songs  on 
this  album,  and  retains  his  pop 
sensibilities  that  gave  Group 


DeVille  its  unique  sound. 

This  album  is  relaxing, 
rousing,  surprising,  and  yet 
comfortingly  familiar.  “Wednes- 
day Child”  is  a wonderful  blend 
of  raw  tracks  that  never  fail  to 
deliver. 

The  opening  track, 
“Wednesday  Child”,  is  my  fa- 
vorite song  off  of  an  album  full 
of  choice  tracks.  The  song  starts 
off  with  a dmmbeat  that  segues 
into  a beautiful  blend  of  acous- 
tic and  electric  guitars. 

The  song  is  about  feel- 
ing alone  and  down,  but  lets  the 
listener  know  that  other  people 
feel  this  way  as  well.  This  song 
is  infectious;  the  vocals  are 
soothing,  the  guitar  work  is  top 
notch,  and  the  lyrics  are  origi- 
nal. “Wednesday  Child”  is  one 
of  the  most  heartfelt  songs  I 
have  heard  in  a long  time. 

The  next  stand  out  track 
is  the  third  song  on  the  album, 
“Shoulder  This  Burden”.  It  is  a 
rocking,  raw  emotional  confes- 
sion about  needing  someone 
to  help  you  along  in  a time  of 
emotional  turmoil. 

This  is  another  of  my 


favorite  tracks  on  this  album. 
It  has  a louder,  more  mourn- 
ful sound  than  “Wednesday 
Child.” 

The  fifth  track,  “Damage 
Is  Done”,  chastises  those  that 
abuse  people’s  trust  and  treat 
people  poorly.  Once  the  damage 
is  done  in  a relationship,  there  is 
no  fixing  it,  regardless  if  there 
are  tears,  begging,  etc. 

The  sixth  track,  titled 
“Everything”,  is  a bleak,  soul- 
searching  song  that  deals  with 
being  fed  up  with  and  dismayed 
by  life. 

The  song  also  deals  with 
loss,  and  features  some  excel- 
lent finger  picking  by  Mumane. 
The  melodic  notes  that  underlie 
the  song  give  it  a melancholy 
feel. 

The  last  song  on  the  nine- 
song  album,  “Maybe  The  Girl”, 
is  another  one  of  my  favorite 
tracks.  This  song  is  more  hope- 
ful and  upbeat  than  some  of  the 
other  songs  on  the  album.  T 

his  song  is  also  by  far  the 
most  pop-oriented,  and  focuses 
on  the  idea  that  the  lover  you 
are  looking  for  may  be  looking 


for  you. 

If  you  are  interested  in 
getting  into  some  new  local 
music,  I suggest  checking  out 
Rick  Mumane’s  first  solo  album 
“Wednesday  Child.” 

Rick  Mumane  will  be 


playing  at  a small  CD  release 
party  on  March  30th  at  the  Blue 
House  Cafe  in  Haydenville. 
There’s  no  cover  and  the  show 
starts  at  6:30.  Check  it  out. 
“Wednesday  Child”  is  available 
on  both  iTunes  and  CD. 


MTV  drops  the  ball  on  Whitney  Houston’s  death  coverage 


photo  by  mtv.com 


T\  ler  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 

Two  weeks  ago  the  music 
world  lost  a legend  in  the  great 
Whitney  Houston.  The  cover- 
age of  her  death  was  very  good 
by  some  networks  and  had  some 
great  interviews.  However,  one 
network  surprisingly  lacked  any 
Whitney  coverage. 

That  network  would  be 
MTV,  yes , that’s  right , you  heard 
me , MTV,  the  “Music  Television 
Network,”  the  channel  that  in 
the  Direct  TV  Guide  is  described 
as  “the  largest  global  television 
network,  where  young  adults 
turn  to  find  out  what’s  happing 
and  what’s  next  in  music  and 
popular  culture.”  Hmmm  that’s 
funny  I didn’t  know  that  “Jersey 
Shore”,  “Teen  Mom”,  “Caged”, 


“16  and  Pregnant”  were  about 
music?  Oh,  they’re  not?  Oh 
yeah,  that’s  right,  MTV  hasn’t 
shown  any  music  videos  or  any 
music-related  programming  for 
the  last  4 or  5 years. 

MTV,  which  made  Whit- 
ney Houston  a video  star, 
made  a poor  effort  to  discuss 
the  singer’s  death.  When  the 
AP  confirmed  that  the  star  had 


died  around  8pm,  MTV  didn’t 
even  bother  to  break  away  from 
its  regularly  scheduled  “Teen 
Mom”.  While  news  networks 
including  ABC,  CBS,  MSNBC, 
CNN,  and  Fox  News  all  had 
coverage  on  the  death,  MTV 
aired  a screen  crawl  announc- 
ing Houston  death  at  about 
10:30  pm,  almost  2 hours  after 
the  death  was  announced,  dur- 


ing an  airing  of  reality  competi- 
tion “The  Challenge:  Battle  of 
the  Exes.” 

Bravo,  MTV!  You  had 
a great  opportunity  to  display 
27  years  worth  of  great  per- 
formances and  videos  that  you 
have  in  your  archives  to  today’s 
youth  but  instead  you  cannot 
even  cut  out  of  a stupid  “Teen 
Mom”  episode  in  which,  ac- 
cording to  TV  Guide,  “Janelle 
goes  to  court  and  can’t  smoke 
pot,  drink  alcohol  for  a year.” 
And  yes,  I realize  that  MTV 
made  a feeble  attempt  to  correct 
this  by  airing  tributes  on  MTV 
James,  and  MTV  Hits,  but  how 
many  people  have  those  stations 
or  even  watch  them. 

No,  instead,  the  major  net- 
work does  nothing,  and  over  the 
weekend  doesn’t  even  show  the 
Funeral  service  on  TV.  while 


other  news  networks  do.  Maybe 
I am  just  getting  old,  sounding 
off  on  today’s  youth  culture  and 
its  problems  and  then  blathering 
about  how  things  were  better 
when  I was  younger  and  such. 

But  you  know  what? 
The  MTV  that  I grew  up  with 
is  gone.  The  MTV  that  I grew 
up  with  was  a great  showcase 
to  watch  music  videos,  and  see 
my  favorite  artists  and  btinds 
perform. 

Now,even  Whitney  Hous- 
ton’s passing  - a former  star  for 
the  network  - cannot  even  get 
MTV  to  show  music  videos. 
Maybe  it’s  time  that  the  people 
who  run  MTV  change  the  name 
of  the  channel  to  RealityTV  c«- 
something  else  that  actually 
describes  its  programming,  be- 
cause they  most  definitely  don’t 
show  any  music  on  television. 
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Vazquez  is  Westfield  men’s  basketball’s  little  big  man 


photo  by  spartansportshots.com 
Vazquez  has  no  fear  of  attacking  the  net  at  any  time. 


Matt  Jardin 

Voice  Reporter 

Lee  Vazquez  is  the  Little 
Big  Man  of  the  Westfield  State 
University  men’s  basketball 
team. 

Standing  at  only  5-6  the 
explosive  point  guard  from  At- 
tleboro, Mass.,  is  ranked  18th 
nationally  in  the  NCAA  Divi- 
sion III  in  scoring,  averaging 
21.3  points  per  game.  He  has 
been  putting  up  some  big  num- 
bers this  season  scoring  more 
than  30  points  in  six  games, 
including  a career-high  41  vs. 
Worcester  State. 

Despite  his  small  stature, 
Vazquez  has  the  ability  to  score 
from  anywhere.  He  attributes 
this  to  his  jumping  ability,  out- 
standing quickness  and  the  im- 
provements he  has  made  to  his 
Jump  shot. 

“I  can  score  inside  be- 


cause of  my  cut  step  I get  one 
foot  out  on  my  defender,  and 
I’m  there,”  said  Vazquez. 

Westfield  State  University 
veteran  head  coach  Rich  Sutter 
has  high  praise  for  his  diminu- 
tive high-scoring  junior  guard. 

“Lee  is  pound  for  pound 
the  toughest  I have  coached,” 
said  Sutter.  “The  thing  that 
keeps  people  at  bay  is  his  spteed 
coupled  with  his  jump  shot, 
which  makes  for  a tough  com- 
bination. The  reason  he  is  effec- 
tive scoring  inside  and  outside 
is  because  he  is  always  where 
the  action  is.” 

Vazquez’s  position  re- 
quires him  to  be  the  leader  of 
the  team,  and  he  willingly  ac- 
cepts the  challenging  role. 

“I  love  having  control  of 
the  ball.  It  just  feels  like  every- 
thing slows  down  for  me  out 
there,  and  my  teammates  make 
it  easy,”  said  Vazquez. 

“He’s  become  a vocal 


leader  whose  energy  is  conta- 
gious. I don’t  know  how  he  does 
it  but  he  always  has  so  much  en- 
ergy and  never  gets  tired,”  said 
teammate  and  close  friend  Matt 
Devine,  a 6-7  junior  center  who 
leads  the  NCAA  Division  III  in 
blocked  shots.  “Lee  does  a great 
job  of  leading  by  example  with 
his  work  ethic  and  the  amount 
of  time  he  puts  into  becoming  a 
better  player.” 

Vazquez’s  first  year  at 
Westfield  was  rocky.  “Lee  had 
some  issues  freshman  year,” 
said  Sutter.  However,  he  did 
show  signs  of  his  potential  his 
rookie  campaign,  including  a 
game  vs.  Worcester  State  in 
which  he  racked  up  23  points, 
five  assists,  three  steals  and  nine 
rebounds. 

Vazquez’s  knack  for  put- 
ting the  ball  in  the  basket  has 
dramatically  improved.  He  shot 
30  percent  from  the  field  his 
freshman  year  and  35  percent 
his  sophomore  season.  This 
year  he  is  shooting  42  percent 
from  the  field,  35  percent  from 
3-point  range  and  77  percent 
from  the  foul  line. 

Here’s  an  incredible 
illustration  of  his  progress.  He 
scored  99  points  his  freshman 
year  but  in  a three-game  stretch 
early  this  season  he  exploded 
for  an  even  100  points. 

Vazquez  scored  309 
points  his  sophomore  season 
and  currently  has  511  points 
this  year.  Furthermore,  he  ranks 
second  nationally  in  steals  per 
game  (4.0)  and  is  averaging  4.7 
rebounds  and  3.8  assists. 

“1  worked  on  my  game  all 
summer.  I worked  with  Devine 
in  the  gym  constantly,”  said 
Vazquez.  “This  season  is  the 
first  1 really  feel  like  1 have  a 
complete  game.  It’s  all  working 
for  me,  my  jump  shot,  ball  han- 
dling, and  cut  step.  Everything’s 
coming  together...” 

Vazquez’s  talents, 
work  ethic  and  coachability 
make  him  one  of  the  premiere 
players  in  the  Massachusetts 
State  Collegiate  Athletic  Con- 
ference (MASCAC)  and  New 


England. 

“With  Lee  it’s  always, 
“Yes  sir,  yes  sir,”  no  matter 
what  I tell  him,”  said  Sutter. 

Like  all  outstanding  play- 
ers, Vazquez  simply  does  not 
like  to  fail.  “I  listen  to  Drake 
and  Lil’  Wayne  a lot  in  the  lock- 
er room,”  he  said.  “Their  music 
just  relates  to  me  and  some  of 
my  failures  in  the  past.  It  gets 
me  mad;  I know  how  failure 
feels  and  don’t  want  to  feel  it 
again.” 

His  drive  to  become  a 
better  player  can  be  summed  up 
with  something  he  says  to  him- 
self often:  “1  know  I’m  pretty 
good,  but  how  good  can  I be- 
come?” Interestingly,  Vazquez 
began  playing  organized  bas- 
ketball later  than  most.  Plus,  his 
family  was  always  on  the  move. 
Vazquez  lived  in  Woonsocket, 
R.L,  in  junior  high  school,  Or- 
lando, Fla.,  in  ninth  grade,  and 
Holyoke,  Mass.,  in  10th  grade, 
then  headed  back  to  Woonsock- 
et. 

Vazquez  was  a good  play- 
er on  successful  Woonsocket, 
R.L,  High  School  teams  his 
junior  and  senior  years,  but  the 
college  coaches  were  not  con- 
tacting him.  Bridgewater  State 
University  showed  some  inter- 
est, but  Vazquez  stressed  that 
Westfield  State  was  the  only 


college  to  actively  recruit  him 
and  watch  him  play. 

“I  didn’t  play  an  orga- 
nized game  of  basketball  until  I 
was  a freshman  in  high  school. 
I was  always  a baseball  player,” 
said  Vazquez.  “Everyone  in  my 
community  (in  Florida)  played 
basketball,  so  I thought  I’d  try 
it  out.  I loved  it  right  from  the 
start.” 

But  basketball  did  not 
like  him  at  the  start.  “When  I 
first  began  playing,  I remember 
going  up  for  an  open  layup  and 
I completely  missed,”  Vazquez 
said.  He  was  told  by  the  other 
players  “you  better  work  on 
your  game  son,”  so  that  is  what 
he  did. 

“The  gym  near  my  house 
almost  never  closed.  It  was 
open  all  day  until  10  p.m.  and 
then  it  would  open  up  again 
from  midnight  until  3 a.m.,” 
said  Vazquez.  “1  was  always  in 
there  shooting  around  with  my 
best  friend...” 

With  his  talents  and  his 
determination  to  make  himself 
a better  player,  Vazquez  seeks  a 
bright  future  in  basketball. 

“1  would  love  to  play  in 
the  Puerto  Rico  league  after  I 
graduate,”  said  Vazquez.  “But 
wherever  I go  1 plan  to  make  a 
name  for  myself.  All  1 need  is 
my  chance,  and  1 am  there.” 


Stop  in  at 
Tommy  D’s! 

St  PkMck’k  Day  Forty 

On  St.  Patrick’s  Day; 

Free  Corn  Beef  and  Cabbage  • 
Guinness  Specials 

Drink  Specials: 

Pink  Asshole  $3.75 
Sam  Adams  Noble  Pils  $3.75 
All  Mike’s  Hard  Lemonades  and 
Smirinoff  Ice  Bottles  $2.75 

1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 

And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 
Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 
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Sports 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Morning  Joe  Bj:  Jo*ej  Cooper 

“JA  AVeekCy  Look  at  tfie  yVorOL of  Sj)oris”  Sports  Eitor 


In  an  effort  to  hold  onto 
the  201 1-2012  NFL  season,  this 
week’s  column  is  going  to  ad- 
dress the  saga  in  Indianapolis 
that  surrounds  Peyton  Manning 
and  Colts’  owner  Jim  Irsay. 

This  March,  owner  Jim  Ir- 
say and  the  Colts  are  scheduled 
to  pay  Manning  $28  million 
unless  they  decide  to  cut  ties 
with  their  beloved  future  Hall 
of  Fame  quarterback  where  he 
would  then  be  able  to  explore 
free  agency. 

Seven  months  ago,  who 
would  have  ever  dreamed  that 
Indianapolis  would  be  think- 
ing about  letting  their  most  cel- 
ebrated player  in  franchise  his- 
tory go  into  free  agency  at  the 
age  of  35? 

Following  a “Manning- 
less” season,  the  Colts  finished 
2-14,  punching  their  ticket  for 
the  first  spot  in  this  April’s  NFL 
Draft. 


Here,  the  Colts  are  ex- 
pected by  all  to  land  Stanford 
quarterback  Andrew  Luck. 

To  the  belief  of  many,  this 
all  but  points  to  Manning’s  13- 
year  career  playing  with  India- 
napolis coming  to  an  end. 

Jim  Irsay’s  inability  to 
make  a decision  on  whether 
or  not  he  wants  Manning  to 
stay  leaves  serious  doubt  as  to 
whether  or  not  he  truly  believes 
he  can  continue  to  play  at  a high 
level. 

It  would  be  best  for  both 
parties  to  part  ways  respect- 
ably before  it  gets  ugly.  The  last 
thing  either  side  wants  is  to  be 
the  bad  guy  in  this  situation. 

There  has  been  a host  of 
star  quarterbacks  throughout 
history  who  have  been  let  go  by 
the  franchise  that  they  brought 
to  the  highest  levels. 

Following  a serious  elbow 
injury  in  the  1990  playoffs,  Joe 


Montana  never  was  the  same. 
He  was  then  traded  out  of  San 
Francisco  to  Kansas  City  where 
he  brought  them  to  the  playoffs 
on  his  way  out  of  the  NFL. 

He  was  replaced  by  Steve 
Young  in  San  Francisco,  who 
went  onto  win  Super  Bowl 
XXIX,  along  with  earning  a 
spot  in  Canton,  Ohio. 

Baltimore  Colts  quarter- 
back Johnny  Unitas  was  shipped 
out  of  town  to  San  Diego  where 
he  ended  his  days  of  playing  in 
the  NFL  on  a poor  note,  failing 
to  revive  his  career  on  a losing 
team  with  the  Chargers  by  pass- 
ing for  three  touchdowns  and 
seven  interceptions  in  his  final 
season. 

The  New  York  Jets 
adored  quarterback  “Broadway 
Joe”  Namath  was  waived  by  his 
team  to  be  picked  up  by  the  Los 
Angeles  Rams  where  Namath 
would  fail  to  seek  out  his  Holly- 


wood ending,  completing  fewer 
than  50%  of  his  passes  in  the 
1977  season. 

So  how  will  the  end  of 
Peyton’s  book  read  a decade 
from  now?  Will  he  regret  com- 
ing back,  only  to  fail  while  not 
going  out  on  top? 

From  the  second  Peyton 
Manning  stepped  inside  of  the 
lines,  excellence  was  exp)ected 
from  him,  as  he  was  the  child  of 
an  NFL  star  quarterback  Archie 
Manning. 

Will  Manning  become 
another  statistic  on  aging  quar- 
terbacks failing  to  play  at  a high 
level? 

I believe  if  Manning 
chooses  the  right  place  to  play, 
he  can  break  that  mold  and  con- 
tinue his  Hall  of  Fame  career 
outside  of  Indy. 

Manning  will  end  up  in 
either:  Washington,  Miami,  San 
Francisco,  New  York  (Jets)  or 


Arizona. 

My  gut  tells  me  the  Car- 
dinals will  maike  an  encourag- 
ing offer  to  the  superstar,  bring- 
ing him  into  a play  where  he 
can  win  with  a solid  supporting 
cast. 

They  have  the  cap  space 
available  to  afford  him  and  the 
need  at  the  position  to  land  him 
is  high. 

My  dark  horse  in  the 
Manning  sweepstakes  is  San 
Francisco.  The  team  has  yet  to 
decide  whether  they  want  to 
keep  their  serviceable  quarter- 
back Alex  Smith  on  the  roster. 

Along  with  Coach  Jim 
Harbaugh  and  a very  talented 
roster.  Manning  can  win  Super 
Bowls  on  his  way  out  of  the 
league. 

Colin  Kaepemick  would 
be  waiting  in  the  wings,  learn- 
ing behind  Manning  to  one  day 
succeed  him. 


WSU  men’s  basketball  pulls  off  the  win  when  it  matters  most 


photo  by  David  Harris-Fried 
Westfield  standout  freshman  forward  Grant  Cooper  at- 
tacks the  basket  during  first-half  action. 


Joey  Cooper 
Sports  Editor 


On  Tuesday  night,  the 
third  seeded  Westfield  State 
men’s  basketball  team  rolled 
into  the  first  round  of  the  MAS- 
CAC  tournament  winning  two 
out  of  there  last  three  regular 
season  games. 

The  Owls  finished  up 
their  regular  season  by  travel- 
ing to  Fitchburg  State  where 
they  would  get  run  out  off  the 
court  90-74. 

The  Falcons  shot  just 
over  43  percent  from  the  field 
sending  Westfield  State  into  the 
conference  playoffs  on  the  los- 
ing end. 

The  Westfield  men 
avenged  the  loss  to  Fitchburg 
State  by  winning  big  at  home 
against  Fitchburg  when  it  mat- 
tered most. 


Led  by  juniors  Lee 
Vazquez  and  Matt  Devine,  and 
freshmen  Grant  Cooper,  these 
three  players  alone  accounted 
for  61  of  Westfield’s  total  points 
in  an  87-71  route  to  begin  the 


MASCAC  tournament. 

Ryan  DeLosa’s  two-hand- 
ed dunk  on  a fast  break  set  the 
owls  up  with  a 20-10  lead,  and 
they  didn’t  look  back. 

In  the  second  half  West- 


field separated  itself  from 
Fitchburg  State,  shooting  over 
50  percent  from  the  field  to  run 
away  with  the  game  in  front  of 
the  home  crowd. 

With  intentions  of  keep- 
ing the  game  close,  the  Falcons 
desperately  shot  well-contested 
three-point  shots  all  game, 
shooting  8-32  from  deep  for  32 
percent. 

Like  most  good  teams  do, 
the  Westfield  men  got  to  the  free 
throw  line  early  and  often,  hav- 
ing 34  attempts  in  the  contest, 
while  shooting  an  impressive  73 
percent  from  the  charity  strip. 

In  typical  form  to  go  along 
with  his  14  points,  junior  Matt 
Devine  claimed  nine  boards  and 
four  blocks.  Westfield  also  had 
key  contributions  from  Travis 
Nally,  who  came  off  the  bench 
to  score  12  points  as  he  got  to 
the  free  throw  line  at  will. 

Junior  forward  Ryan 


White  continues  to  post  consis- 
tent numbers  on  both  ends  of 
the  floor  with  his  eight  points, 
eight  rebounds  and  five  assists. 

Lee  Vazquez  led  the  Owls 
offense  exceptionally  well  as 
usual,  creating  space  in  the  open 
floor  to  find  the  open  man  with 
six  assists. 

Vazquez’s  scoring  abili- 
ties have  led  to  open  opportuni- 
ties for  his  teammates  all  season, 
and  he  has  more  than  exploited 
that  with  his  court  awareness. 

The  men  travel  second 
seeded  Bridgewater  State  in  the 
MASCAC  semifinals  at  7:00 
Thursday  night.  During  the  reg- 
ular season  the  teams  split  the 
two  games  they  played,  both  in 
close  contests  that  came  down 
to  the  end. 

If  history  serves  as  any 
indication,  this  MASCAC 
semifinal  is  setting  up  to  be  a 
good  one. 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

Your  dreams  can  really  help 
you  to  better  understand  a few 
things.  And  if  you  take  the 
time  to  examine  them,  you’ll 
find  that  they’ll  help  to  reveal 
the  path  that  you  really  ought 
to  be  on  at  this  time. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

Don’t  be  afraid  to  shake  things 
up  and  make  a few  fresh  starts 
this  week.  And  you  ought  to 
be  able  to  start  improving  your 
financial  outlook  before  long 
too. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

Try  not  to  let  your  feelings  for 
a friend  get  too  out  of  hand 
if  you  can  help  it.  Spending 
a little  time  by  yourself  will 
be  essential  at  some  point. 
And  even  if  you  start  out  the 
day  feeling  fairly  sociable, 
you  may  end  up  feeling  like 
spending  a little  time  in  your 
own  private  world. 

Gemini 

(May  22- June  21) 

You  ought  to  be  able  to  take 
care  of  any  problems  that’ll 
be  popping  up  this  week.  But 
a few  financial  setbacks  could 
occur  if  you  end  up  putting  too 
much  faith  in  others.. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

You’ll  really  be  eager  to  break 
out  of  your  routine  and  have 
a few  new  experiences  this 
week.  And  you  ought  to  end 
up  having  a great  time  if  you 
decide  to  enjoy  some  type  of 
little  escape  or  adventure. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

If  an  unexpected  trip  suddenly 
turns  up  on  your  agenda,  don’t 
hesitate  to  take  advantage  of 
the  opportunity.  A few  conflicts 
with  partners  are  bound  to  be 
popping  up  too,  but  you  ought 
to  be  able  to  sort  everything 
out  by  later  in  the  week. 


Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
Things  should  definitely  be 
heating  up  for  you  on  the 
relationship  front.  And  you 
really  ought  to  make  the  time 
to  enjoy  some  kind  of  little 
romantic  escape  with  someone 
you  love  before  the  end  of  the 
week. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Try  to  take  care  of  whatever 
work  or  other  responsibilities 
seem  to  be  coming  your  way. 
You  should  also  try  to  clear  up 
any  personal  issues  that  have 
been  bothering  you  lately. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Everything  ought  to  be  going 
very  smoothly  for  you  on  the 
relationship  front  at  this  time. 
And  you  should  also  be  able  to 
make  some  real  progress  on  a 
few  important  projects. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

There  should  be  a lot  going 
on  with  your  family  at  the 
moment,  and  you  really 
ought  to  be  able  to  get  to  the 
bottom  of  things  around  the 
house.  Your  creative  energies 
should  really  be  peaking  right 
now. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
You’re  bound  to  be 
experiencing  some  pretty 
intense  feelings  and  emotions. 
But  even  if  you’re  feeling  a 
little  insecure  at  the  moment, 
you  shouldn’t  be  afraid  of 
expressing  your  feelings  for 
someone  special. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
Just  realize  that  you  could 
end  up  scaring  someone  off 
if  you’re  too  opinionated  or 
come  on  too  strong  this  week. 
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World  Currencies 
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AFGHANI 

EURO 

KYAT 

NGULTRUM 

RUPIAH 

ARIAYRY 

FORINT 

LEMPIRA 

OUGUIYA 

SHILLING 

BAHT 

FRANC 

LEONE 

PATACA 

SOM 

BALBOA 

GOLD  CORDOBA 

LILANGENI 

PESO 

SUCRE 

BIRR 

GOURDE 

LIRA 

POUND 

SYLI 

BOLIVAR 

GUARANI 

LITAS 

PULA 

TAKA 

BOLIVIANO 

GUILDER 

LOTI 

QUETZAL 

TALA 

COLON 

HRYVNIA 

MANAT 

RAND 

TENGE 

DALASI 

KINA 

METICAL 

REAL 

TOLAR 

DENAR 

KORUNA 

NAIRA 

RIAL 

VATU 

DINAR 

KRONA 

NAKFA 

RINGGIT 

WON 

DIRHAM 

KRONE 

NEW  CEDI 

RIVAL 

YEN 

DOLLAR 

KROON 

NEW  DONG 

RUBLE 

YUAN 

DRAM 

KUNAKWACHA 

NEW  KIP 

RUFIYAA 

RENMINBI 

ESCUDO 

KWANZA 

NEW  SHEKEL 

RUPEE 

ZLOTY 
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Westfield  State  community  shows  support  for  fallen  soldier 


photo  by  Nicholas  Rexford 

Students  and  faculty  gathered  at  the  funeral  of  Westfield  High  graduate  Christopher  Arzola. 


Mary  Zagula 
Voice  Reporter 


Family,  friends  and  strang- 
ers gathered  on  Monday,  February 
27th  at  the  Firtion  Adams  Funeral 
Home  in  Westfield  to  pay  their  final 
respects  to  21 -year-old  Marine  Cor- 
poral Christopher  Arzola. 

Arzola,  a former  graduate  of 
Westfield  High  School,  was  one  of 
three  marines  killed  in  a car  accident 
near  Camp  Pendleton,  California  on 
February  14th.  More  than  200  West- 
field  State  University  students,  fac- 
ulty and  administration  members, 
as  well  as  veterans  and  individuals 
from  the  community,  showed  up  af- 
ter reports  surfaced  that  followers 
of  the  notorious  Westboro  Baptist 
Church  were  planning  to  protest  and 
picket  at  the  funeral. 

The  Westboro  Baptist  Church 
(WBC)  was  established  in  1955  by 
Pastor  Fred  Phelps. 

The  Kansas  church  is  known 
internationally  for  their  sidewalk 
demonstrations  opposing  the  ho- 
mosexual way  of  life.  They  claim' 
U.S.  troops  are  dying  because  God 
is  punishing  America  for  having  an 
“enabling”  view  concerning  homo- 
sexuality. The  WBC  typically  dis- 
play signs  containing  hateful  mes- 
sages including,  “God  Hates  Fags,” 
“America  is  Doomed,”  “Thank  God 


for  Dead  Soldiers,”  and  other  com- 
parable sentiments. 

According  to  the  group’s  web- 
site, the  WBC  has  conducted  47,533 
protests  at  homosexual  events  (such 
as  parades),  including  over  200  mil- 
itary funerals  of  U.S.  troops.  This 
is  done  with  the  intent  to  warn  the 
living  to  repent,  so  they  don’t  meet 
similar  fates.  In  a news  release,  the 
Westboro  Baptist  Church  listed  Ar- 
zola’s  memorial  as  a planned  site  to 
preach  their  message. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  post 
was  made  that  Madeleine  Cahill,  a 
professor  at  Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity, received  an  email  from  WSU 
student,  Kelly  Bacon.  Bacon  had 
first  learned  about  the  Phelps  fam- 
ily and  the  WBC  through  Cahill’s 
Documentary  Film  class  last  spring. 


“Having  known  Chris,  I was 
enraged  at  the  thought  of  WBC  in- 
sulting his  memory,”  said  Bacon.  “If 
they  were  willing  to  disrespect  him, 
then  something  had  to  be  done,” 

An  email  was  then  forwarded 
asking  for  volunteers  to  get  together 
at  a meeting  to  discuss  potential 
plans  of  action.  It  was  during  this 
gathering  that  the  idea  of  the  peace- 
ful and  silent  counter  demonstration 
originated.  Participants  would  form 
a human  shield  blocking  the  WBC 
protestors  from  view. 

“There  was  plenty  of  coffee, 
lack  of  sleep,  lots  of  phone  calls, 
Facebook  posts  and  responses, 
questions  being  fielded...  It  was  en- 
tirely a group  effort.  There  was  no 
single  person  who  had  all  the  ideas,” 
said  Westfield  State  alum  Nickolas 


Fowler. 

“Every  single  person  in- 
volved, regardless  of  how  involved, 
contributed  and  helped  make  this  a 
reality,  even  if  all  they  did  was  say, 
‘Thank  you  all  for  doing  this,  wish  I 
could  be  there.’” 

Most  of  the  Westfield  State 
faculty  and  students  assembled  at  a 
staging  area  located  at  fellow  WSU 
professor  Phil  Hotchkiss’  home 
while  they  awaited  news  to  see  if 
their  presence  was  needed.  A few 
students,  as  well  as  those  partici- 
pants that  were  not  from  the  univer- 
sity, met  at  the  Westfield  Stop  and 
Shop. 

Several  condolence  cards 
were  signed  at  the  two  sites  by  all 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Bookstore  - 5657 
Public  Safety  - 5262 
IT  - 5528 
Library  - 523 1 


Campus  - Pages  2 & 3 

Westfield  Teen  U 

OpEd  - Pages  4-6 

Donoghue  Report 


A&E  - Page  7 

Jersey  Shore 

Sports  - Pages  8 & 9 

WSU  Basketball 


Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Sun  - 3;00pm-8:00p 
Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7;00am-6:00pm 
Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 


■ continued  on  page  6 
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Campus 


Quick 

Hits 


Friday 
March  2nd 

7:30  pj7i.  - Celtics 
vs.  Nets 

Ely  Main  Lounge 


Saturday 
March  3rd 

7:00  pjn.  - Mentalist 
Josh  Seth 
Ely  Main  Lounge 

8:00  pm.  - Third 
World  Organization 
Annual  Fashion  Show 
Scanlon  Banquet  Hall 


Sunday 
March  4th 

3:00  pm. -y^OX 
LIVE  on  the 
big  screen 
Ely  Main  Lounge 


WSU  donates  sneakers:  One  man’s  trash  is  another  man’s  track 


Jamie  Faulkner 
Voice  Reporter 


The  shoe  brands  Nike 
and  Converse  have  teamed  up 
to  go  green.  Nike  and  Converse 
have  set  up  collection  centers 
for  used  sneakers  in  the  United 
States.  Australia,  and  parts  of 
Europe. 

The  used  sneakers  are 
broken  up  into  three  parts  and 
transformed  into  sports  surfaces 
like  basketball  or  tennis  courts, 
running  tracks,  and  even  play- 
grounds. 

This  recycling  helps  keep 
old  sneakers  and  rubber  out  of 
landfills,  and  stops  from  creat- 
ing more  of  these  toxic  materi- 
als. 

Drop  off  locations  are 
popping  up  ever>'where  across 
the  country  as  people  hear  about 
this  great  way  to  throw  out  old 
sneakers  while  helping  their 
community  at  the  same  time. 

Recently,  an  Elementary 
school  in  Longmeadow,  Mas- 
sachusetts got  involved  in  the 
program. 

When  parent  and  college 
professor,  Lynn  Pantuosco- 
Hensch  heard  about  what  her  son 
was  doing  at  school,  she  knew 
she  wanted  to  get  involved,  so 
she  started  a collection  at  West- 
field  State  University  . 

“At  Westfield,  our  Move- 


photo by  nikereuseashoe.com 

Nike  and  Converse  are  collecting  and  recycling  shoes  all  across  the  counoy. 


ment  Science  majors  earn  pro- 
fessional development  points 
for  various  forms  of  involve- 
ment on  campus.”  said  Pantu- 
osco-Hensch.  “So  now  we’re 
spreading  the  word  and  running 
the  collection  until  the  end  of 
the  month.” 

Although  they  just  start- 
ed. students  have  already  col- 
lected sneakers  from  friends  at 
home,  church  members,  and  the 
athletic  lost  and  found. 


They  are  hoping  to  get 
more  students  involved  here 
to  help  the  preschool  reach  the 
goal  of  500  sneakers. 

Students  will  be  collect- 
ing old  sneakers  until  .March 
1st,  when  Professor  Pantuosco- 
Hensch  will  bring  the  sneakers 
to  her  son’s  preschool. 

From  there,  “parents  from 
the  preschool  will  deliver  the 
shoes  to  a Nike  drop  off  cen- 
ter,” Hench  explains,  saying  the 


closest  one  is  in  Connecticut. 

So  how  can  you  get  in- 
volved? There  are  drop  off 
boxes  located  in  both  the  Wood- 
ward Fitness  Center  and  the  Ely 
Wellness  Center. 

All  you  have  to  do  is 
round  up  your  old  sneakers, 
sneakers  of  family,  friends, 
church  members,  classmates— 
any  sneakers  no-one  wants 
anymore— and  drop  them  off  at 
these  locations. 
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WSU  offers  summer  program  for  teens 


Melissa  Wlostoski 
Voice  Reporter 

Teen  U is  a special  event 
that  takes  place  at  Westfield 
State  University  during  the  sum- 
mer giving  high  school  students 
the  opportunity  to  continue 
learning  in  a fun  environment. 

The  two  Teen  U programs 
offered  at  WSU  are  called  CSI 
Westfield  and  Flight  Academy. 

The  programs  offered  are 
for  students  between  the  ages  of 
14  and  17. 

CSI  Westfield  is  a two- 
week  program  and  all  that’s 
required  for  students  to  partici- 
pate is  an  interest  in  criminal 
justice,  investigations,  science 
and  technology.  The  students 
involved  solve  a murder  mys- 
tery on  campus  and  at  the  same 
time  are  able  to  experience  col- 


lege life  for  themselves. 

The  Flight  Academy  is 
one  week  long  and  an  interest  in 
aviation  and  flying  is  needed  for 
participating  students. 

Students  in  the  program 
get  ground  school  training  at 
Westfield  State  and  Westfield 
Flight  Academy  at  Barnes  Air- 
port. The  program  ends  with  the 
students  flying  a plane. 

Last  year,  the  university 
only  offered  Westfield  CSI  and 
the  Flight  Academy  was  added 
for  this  summer  as  a part  of 
Westfield  Teen  U. 

Meaghan  Arena,  the  di- 
rector behind  the  CSI  program 
said,  “The  idea  is  that  students 
solve  an  on  campus  mystery  us- 
ing knowledge  they  learn  in  the 
program  about  criminal  justice, 
science  and  psychology.” 

Arena  said  that  the  most 
popular  classes  were  the  crime 


scene  classes.  Chemistry,  and 
Psychology  of  Crime. 

Students  in  the  program 
last  summer  took  a field  trip  to 
the  Connecticut  Science  Center 
where  they  were  visited  by  a 
police  dog. 

Arena  characterized  both 
items  as  getting  “rave  reviews.” 

“Students  liked  living  on 
campus  and  having  roommates 
from  across  the  state,”  she  said. 

Concerning  Teen  U,  Are- 
na said,  “We  expect  CSI  to  fill 
up  again  at  32  students.  We  ex- 
pect Flight  Academy  to  fill  up 
also,  but  because  the  students 
actually  fly  in  a plane,  it’s  hard 
to  have  as  many  students. 

We  think  we’ll  have  20  to 
25  in  that  program.” 

For  more  information  on 
the  program.  Arena  can  be  con- 
tacted at  marena@westfield. 
ma.edu. 


Tips  for  WSU  students  studying  abroad 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


Recently,  there  has  been  a 
push  from  school  administration 
for  students  to  travel  the  world 
and  experience  other  cultures. 

This  is  evident  in  the 
presentations  during  First  Year 
Orientation  about  the  study 
abroad  program,  the  pamphlets 
and  posters  in  the  Dining  Com- 
mons advertising  future  trips, 
and  the  countless  emails  about 
travel  opportunities.  But  are 
there  threats  lurking  while  the 
students  are  traveling? 

Highlighted  by  the  2008 
film  “Taken,”  starring  Liam 
Neeson,  kidnapping  is  becom- 
ing a heightened  threat  while 
traveling  in  tourist  heavy  areas 
like  airports  and  attractions. 

While  Paris  was  featured 
in  the  film,  there  have  been  re- 
ports that  it  also  occurs  in  areas 
like  Brussels,  Berlin,  and  Dub- 
lin. 

A good  tip  to  for  students 
keep  in  mind  would  be  to  avoid 
traveling  in  areas  alone.  Just 


like  on  campus,  traveling  alone 
at  night  invites  unwanted  preda- 
tors and  could  potentially  cause 
harm. 

Another  danger  to  be 
aware  of  is  pick-pockets  and 
purse  snatchers.  This  has  al- 
ways been  a danger,  even  in  the 
United  States.  People  in  crowd- 
ed areas  are  always  at  risk  to 
lose  their  personal  belongings  if 
they’re  not  careful. 

A tip  for  men  would  be 
to  keep  their  wallet  in  the  front 
pocket.  For  ladies,  keep  your 
purse  within  your  sight  at  all 
times.  Most  of  the  time,  snatch- 
ers will  rifle  through  the  purse 
when  it’s  hung  on  a chair,  or  on 
a coat  rack. 

The  local  scam  artists 
can  also  be  a danger  to  tourists. 
Sometimes,  tourists  act  naive 
and  irrational  with  their  money. 
This  opens  up  doors  for  scam 
artists  because  they  can  try  to 
sell  the  naive  tourist  a purse 
for  €50  ($67)  when  it’s  really 
worth  virtually  nothing. 

Always  keep  an  eye 
on  your  money.  If  something 
sounds  too  good  to  be  true,  it 


usually  is.  Also,  it  is  always 
smart  to  keep  some  cash  stashed 
away  in  the  hotel  safe  just  in 
case  there  is  an  emergency.  Ho- 
tels can  give  you  the  key  to  the 
safe  if  you  request  it. 

Lastly,  the  ever-present 
danger  is  sanitation.  First  world 
countries  like  Great  Britain, 
France,  Spain,  etc.  have  sanita- 
tion laws  that  keep  the  drinking 
water  safe  and  ensure  that  the 
sewage  is  where  it  belongs. 

Third  world  countries  of- 
ten do  not.  Even  if  you  travel  to 
Mexico,  always  bring  bottled 
water  and  never  drink  any  wa- 
ter from  the  tap.  It  is  also  wise 
to  request  that  any  drinks  you 
order  in  restaurants  come  with- 
out ice. 

This  seems  silly,  but  if 
you  think  about  it,  the  ice  has  to 
be  made  with  the  tap  water.  If 
you  shouldn’t  drink  the  tap  wa- 
ter, you  shouldn’t  use  the  ice. 

With  traveling  out  of  the 
country,  there  are  always  dan- 
gers present.  If  you  practice 
caution,  and  don’t  go  wild,  you 
can  make  it  back  home  in  one 
piece,  and  able  to  tell  the  tale. 


Student 

Spotlight 

by  Tim  Callery 


Name:  Cristina  Quesada 
Hometown:  Ashland,  MA 
Major:  Psychology 

What  3 things  do  you  keep  with  you  at  all  times? 

Usually  nothing,  hence  the  reason  why  I am  constantly  loos- 
ing things! 

If  you  could  trade  lives  with  anyone  for  a day  who  would  it 
be  and  why? 

Laura  Chinchilla  Miranda,  Costa  Rica’s  first  women  presi- 
dent. I wonder  how  it  feels  to  know  you  influenced  countless 
people’s  lives. 

If  you  could  pick  a theme  song  to  describe  your  life  what 
would  you  choose? 

I would  have  to  say,  “Soak  Up  the  Sun”  by  Sheryl  Crow. 

What  was  your  first  screen  name  and  when  was  the  last  time 
you  used  it? 

It  was  Ninastarsandmoon  and  I retired  that  around  6th  grade. 
What ’s  on  your  DVR? 

Greys  Anatomy,  Private  Practice,  The  Office,  Friends. 

What’s  always  in  your  refrigerator  that  you  can 't  live  with- 
out? 

Fanny’s  Italian  Dressing. 

What  does  the  ideal  Saturday  look  like  to  you? 

My  toes  in  the  sand  and  perfect  view  of  the  ocean  water  in 
front  of  me  with  no  birds  in  sight. 

Last  thing  you  watched  on  TV? 

Aladdin. 


If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the 
spotlight  - or  know  someone  who 
deserves  it  - email 
thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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: IJ  3X  POR  THE 

By  Leah  Hantman 

HEALTH  OF  IT 


Some  physically  active 
women  are  at  risk  for  a group 
of  signs  and  symptoms  called 
the  Female  Athlete  Triad. 

This  disorder  is  a combi- 
nation of  3 medical  conditions 
consisting  of  disordered  eating, 
amenorrhea  (lack  of  menstrual 
periods  for  more  than  6 months 
due  to  a “starved”  body),  and 
bone  weakening  (osteoporo- 
sis). 

While  every  female 
athlete  is  at  risk,  so  are  many 
women  who  are  active  physi- 
cally, but  don’t  consider  them- 
selves athletes. 

Women  who  have  low 
confidence,  disordered  eating 
and  most  specifically  those 
participating  in  sports  or  other 
activities  that  emphasize  en- 
durance or  a particular  physical 
appearance  may  be  more  prone 
to  these  problems. 

Disordered  Eating  in- 
cludes any  of  the  following... 

- Anorexia  (unwilling- 
ness or  inability  to  take  in 
enough  calories  to  maintain  a 
health-promoting  weight) 

- Bulimia  (binge  eating 
and  then  purging  by  vomiting 
or  using  laxatives  excessively) 

- Orthorexia  (an  un- 
healthy obsession  with  eating 
healthy,  beyond  the  point  of 
actually  being  healthy) 

- Excessive  exercise  ac- 
companied by  anorexia  nervo- 
sa or  bulimia  or  orthorexia 

- Normal  food  intake 
with  excessive  exercise 

The  Risks? 

Disordered  Eating  may 
lead  to  malnutrition  and  an  in- 
ability to  perform  adequately 
in  sports,  class  and  life  in  gen- 
eral. 

A lack  of  calories  leads 
to  fatigue,  decreased  ability  to 
fight  off  infections,  inability  to 


think  clearly  and  loss  of  con- 
centration. 

People  with  disordered 
eating  are  also  often  depressed 
leading  to  social  withdrawal 
and  a general  lack  of  interest  in 
what  used  to  be  important. 

If  an  eating  disorder  per- 
sists or  is  serious  many  women 
may  potentially  die  from  com- 
plications. 

Irregularities  in  heart- 
beat, seizures,  suicide,  and  im- 
balances may  all  contribute  to 
the  risks  of  the  Female  Athlete 
Triad. 

Amenorrhea  is  a symp- 
tom of  inadequate  hormonal 
function  due  to  lack  of  nour- 
ishment and  recovery.  The  hor- 
mone function  in  the  body  con- 
sists of  a complex  and  delicate 
system. 

An  imbalance  in  one  hor- 
mone may  throw  off  the  others 
as  well  as  wreaking  havoc  on 
the  entire  neuro-endocrine  sys- 
tem and  the  body. 

Perhaps  the  most  serious 
consequence  of  this  concurrent 
lack  of  estrogen  that  results 
from  amenorrhea  is  osteopo- 
rosis. 

Osteoporosis  includes 
bone  loss  and  lack  of  new  bone 
formation.  As  bone  density  de- 
creases it  can  lead  to  fractures 
and  other  complications. 

Fractures  may  occur  in 
the  hip,  spine,  foot,  or  other 
sites.  They  can  occur  without 
visible  evidence  or  significant 
injury  to  other  tissues. 

Severely  weak  bones 
can  lead  to  breaks,  impaired 
mobility,  chronic  pain,  stunted 
growth  and  a lack  of  indepen- 
dence. 

A return  to  normal  eating 
and  exercise  patterns  may  lead 
to  a return  of  normal  periods 
and  prevent  further  bone  loss. 


The  damage  however  is  often 
irreversible. 

How  could  you  tell  if 
someone  might  have  the  triad? 

Some  of  the  warning 
signs  consist  of  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing: exercising  more  than 
an  hour  a day,  exercise  without 
a set  training  goal,  food  restric- 
tions, solitary  or  hidden  eating, 
binging/throwing  up,  depres- 
sion, counting  calories  or  ma- 
cronutrient values,  decreased 
academic  performance  and  ab- 
sent {jeriods. 

Prevention:  The  first  line 
of  Defense. 

The  best  way  to  guard 
against  the  triad  is  to  be  real- 
istic in  what  you  expect  from 
your  body  and  yourself. 

Develop  a sense  of  what 
a normal,  healthy,  active  fe- 
male body  looks  like. 

Avoid  media  stereotypes 
of  the  female  body  (media  im- 
ages are  often  airbrushed  or 
manipulated  to  achieve  a cer- 
tain look). 

Choose  sports  that  suit 
your  individual  body  and  in- 
terests. Decide  not  to  risk  your 
health  for  the  sake  of  competi- 
tive success. 

Work  with  trainers  and 
coaches  that  value  your  physi- 
cal and  emotional  well-being 
rather  than  winning  or  succeed- 
ing at  any  cost. 

Recognize  that  you  can 
be  both  healthy  and  successful 
in  the  athletic  events  of  your 
choice,  and  that  you  are  beauti- 
ful as  you  are. 

If  you  or  someone  you 
know  is  suffering  from  any  of 
the  combined  symptoms  or  any 
other  eating  disorders  the  Cam- 
pus Counseling  Center  is  open 
and  free  for  students. 

The  Counseling  Center 
can  be  found  in  Lammers  Hall. 


The  WestfieH  Voice 


Happy  snow  days! 


I know  people  were  all  excited  for  the  warm  days 
that  we  had,  but  come  on  people  - it’s  February/ 
March.  It’s  supposed  to  snow!  And  I love  it!  It  was 
like  a winter  wonderland  on  campus  on  Wednesday. 

“In  the  meadow  we  can  build  a snowman. 

And  pretend  that  he’s  a circus  clown 
We’ll  have  lots  of  fun  with  mister  snowman. 

Until  the  other  kids  knock  him  down. 

When  it  snows,  ain’t  it  thrilling. 

Though  your  nose  gets  a chilling 
We’ll  frolic  and  play,  the  Eskimo  way. 

Walking  in  a winter  wonderland.” 

Now  I miss  Christmas.  Have  a nice  weekend  every- 
one! Safe  travels! 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 
sfahey5744@westfield.ma.edu 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a 'letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mstfield.  ma.  edu. 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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OpEd 


fai  i®i®®nais 

Ramblings  from  a Noninterventionist 

By:  Rob  Donoghue  Managing  Editor 


I love  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  land  of  the  free,  the 
home  of  the  brave. 

A nation  of  hardworking 
innovators.  A country  where 
originality  and  creativity  are 
admired. 

The  U.S.  is  full  of  free- 
thinkers, and  independence  is  a 
characteristic  that’s  cherished. 
That’s  why  freedom  of  speech 
and  personal  liberties  are  so  im- 
portant to  us  as  a nation. 

At  times,  it  seems  that  the 
United  States  is  so  independent 
as  a country  that  our  leaders  re- 
fuse to  take  the  good  ideas  that 
other  countries  may  have  and 
adopt  them  here  in  the  U.S. 

Or  maybe  it’s  that  in  be- 
coming so  independent,  Ameri- 
can citizens  have  forgotten  about 
the  collective  spirit  and  caring 
attitudes  toward  our  neighbors 
that  made  the  U.S.  the  great  na- 
tion that  we’ve  become. 

Whatever  it  may  be,  the 
U.S.  has  failed  to  make  a fun- 
damental moral  choice  when  it 
comes  to  providing  health  care 
to  American  citizens. 

The  way  that  the  United 
States  of  America  views  health 
care  is  different  than  every  oth- 
er industrialized  nation  in  the 
world. 

Whether  it’s  in  the  form 
of  higher  taxes  and  no  medi- 
cal bills  where  every  citizen  is 
covered  under  a single  govern- 
ment-run health  care  system  - 
like  Great  Britain’s  system  - or 
where  private  health  insurers 
still  exist  but  people  can  opt  in 
to  a government-run  public  op- 
tion for  health  care,  every  other 
industrialized  nation  has  made 
the  moral  decision  to  guarantee 
health  care  to  all  of  its  citizens. 
The  United  States  has  not. 

The  United  States  of 
America  is  the  only  industrial- 


ized nation  that  doesn’t  provide 
a national  health  care  plan  to  its 
citizens...  no  that’s  not  an  exag- 
geration or  overgeneralization. 

It’s  a fact. 

In  the  U.S.,  private  health 
insurance  companies  base  their 
decisions  on  whether  or  not  to 
provide  care  solely  on  the  bot- 
tom line. 

Profit  is  the  only  fac- 
tor that  drives  the  decisions  of 
these  greedy  companies. 

With  shareholders  to 
please,  the  health  maintenance 
organizations  (HMOs)  offered 
by  health  insurance  providers, 
such  as  Blue  Cross,  have  a re- 
sponsibility to  maximize  their 
profits  by  providing  less  care. 

These  for-profit  health 
care  companies  only  exist  in 
the  U.S.  While  employees  at 
U.S.  HMOs  actually  have  a cer- 
tain target  percentage  of  people 
they  have  to  deny  care,  denying 
health  care  to  citizens  who  need 
it  isn’t  even  something  that  takes 
place  in  any  other  country. 

The  United  States  health 
insurance  industry  refers  to  the 
money  that’s  paid  to  doctors, 
hospitals  and  pharmacies  for 
the  treatment  of  insured  patients 
as  a “medical  loss.” 

When  the  insurance  com- 
panies are  actually  doing  their 
job  by  paying  for  someone’s 
health  care  they  consider  it  a 
business  loss. 

To  the  rest  of  the  world, 
health  care  is  something  intend- 
ed to  save  people’s  lives,  not 
help  line  the  pockets  of  health 
insurance  executives. 

Imagine  for  a second  if 
other  government  run  organiza- 
tions operated  in  similar  fashion 
to  America’s  health  care  sys- 
tem. What  if  the  fire  department 
only  rushed  to  put  out  fires  at 
wealthy  mansions  or  the  houses 
of  affluent  people  who  could  af- 


ford to  pay  extra  side  money  to 
the  department? 

That’s  essentially  how 
health  care  in  America  works. 
Unlike  other  social  government 
run  public  service  agencies  like 
the  postal  seiwice,  fire  depart- 
ments and  police  departments, 
the  American  health  care  sys- 
tem does  not  see  all  citizens  as 
equal. 

No  job...  no  health  care. 
No  money...  no  health  care. 

And  the  indigent  citizens 
who  can’t  afford  health  insur- 
ance end  up  causing  worse 
financial  burdens  on  the  U.S. 
economy  by  lining  emergency 
rooms  and  using  American  tax 
dollars  for  emergency  room 
doctor  care  on  ailments  that 
could  be  treated  by  a regular 
physician. 

But  that’s  not  to  say  that 
a national  health  care  system 
needs  to  be  a social  organization 
in  nature.  In  fact,  the  term  “so- 
cialized medicine”  is  an  over- 
used scare  tactic  that  certain 
politicians  and  media  members 
use  to  make  it  seem  that  every 
other  industrialized  country  has 
a health  care  system  similar  to 
Canada’s. 

That’s  just  flat  out  untrue. 
In  fact,  Germany,  Japan,  Bel- 
gium, and  Switzerland,  among 
others,  use  national  health  care 
models  where  both  the  health 
care  providers  and  payers  are 
private  entities  and  where  pri- 
vate health  insurance  plans  are 
financed  jointly  by  employers 
and  employees  through  payroll 
deductions. 

But  the  health  insurance 
companies  in  these  countries 
basically  act  like  charities  by 
not  making  a profit  and  ensur- 
ing coverage  to  everyone  (no 
citizen  can  legally  be  denied 
health  insurance). 

According  to  the  most  re- 


cent statistics,  one  out  of  every 
seven  Americans  does  not  have 
health  insurance. 

Nine  million  children 
go  to  sleep  each  night  without 
health  insurance,  their  parents 
worried  about  what  would  hap- 
pen if  that  child  starts  to  cough 
or  develop  a fever. 

200,000  Americans  will 
die  each  year  from  treatable 
health  issues  because  they  lack 
access  to  the  health  care  that 
could  save  them. 

The  infant  mortality  rate 
in  the  U.S.  is  higher  than  it  is  in 
29  other  countries  (the  newest 
statistics  ranked  the  U.S.  even 
worse,  having  the  46th  lowest 
infant  mortality  rate). 

The  life  expectancy  of  a 
U.S.  citizen  is  three  years  low- 
er than  it  is  in  Canada  and  six 
years  lower  than  it  is  in  Japan. 
20  percent  of  people  in  the  U.S. 
who  are  discharged  from  hospi- 
tals end  up  back  at  the  hospital 
within  the  same  month. 

These  statistics,  however, 
can’t  be  attributed  to  a lack  of 
health  care  spending.  The  Unit- 
ed States  spends  more  money 
by  far  on  health  care  than  any 
other  country. 

As  a percentage  of  GDP, 
the  U.S.  spends  50  percent  more 
than  the  country  that  spends  the 
second  most  on  health  care, 
Switzerland  (2005  health  ex- 
penditures accounted  for  16.5 
percent  of  the  United  States’ 
GDP  and  1 1 percent  of  Switzer- 
land’s GDP). 

But  despite  the  billions  of 
dollars  sp>ent  annually  on  health 
care,  Americans  pay  more  for 
their  prescription  medicine  and 
struggle  to  receive  adequate 
treatment  compared  to  citizens 
in  other  countries. 

The  World  Health  Organi- 
zation ranked  the  United  States 
as  the  37th  best  country  in  the 


world  in  terms  of  the  fairness 
and  quality  of  its  health  care 
system. 

The  rich,  powerful,  and 
innovative  United  States  of 
America  wasn’t  even  ranked 
in  the  top  30  countries  of  the 
world  when  it  comes  to  provid- 
ing health  care  to  its  citizens. 

When  The  Healing  of 
America:  A Global  Quest  for 
Better,  Cheaper  and  Fairer 
Health  Care  author  T.R.  Reid 
asked  French  physician  Dr.  Val- 
erie Biousse  why  the  French 
health  care  system  is  focused  on 
free  access  to  any  doctor  or  hos- 
pital, she  said  the  following: 

“It  would  be  stupid  to 
say  that  everybody  is  equal. 
Some  are  rich  and  some  are 
poor.  Some  are  beautiful,  some 
aren’t.  Some  are  brilliant,  some 
aren’t. 

But  when  we  get  sick- 
then  everybody  is  equal.  Every- 
one must  have  equal  right  to  the 
best  medical  treatment  we  can 
provide.  That  is  the  basic  rule 
of  French  health  care.  Surely, 
that’s. the  basic  rule  of  health 
care  in  every  country.” 

While  Biousee’s  state- 
ment may  ring  true  for  the  rest 
of  the  developed  world,  it  isn’t 
the  case  in  the  United  States. 

While  all  Americans, 
whether  rich  or  poor,  have  equal 
access  to  public  education  and 
the  fire  department,  the  same 
cannot  be  said  for  health  care. 

Until  the  answer  to  that 
moral  question  changes  and  un- 
til all  Americans  have  equal  ac- 
cess to  a fair  and  quality  health 
care  system,  the  United  States 
health  care  calamity  will  remain 
a failed  operation. 

No  country  is  100  percent 
satisfied  with  their  health  care 
system.  But  no  other  country 
chooses  making  a profit  over 
saving  a human  being’s  life. 
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Washington  presents  great  opportunities 


Alex  Myers 
Washington 
Correspondent 

Hello  and  happy  March! 

Is  it  really  March  already? 
My  goodness  where  has  the 
time  gone? 

I hope  you  guys  aren’t 
sick  of  me  talking  about  my  life 
yet  because  I have  huge  news! 

Last  week  I wrote  a stoiy' 
about  how  PETA  kills  95%  of 
the  animals  in  its  care  - Sorry 
for  all  you  PETA  lovers,  it’s 
true.  You  can  read  my  article 
for  the  statistics.  I worked  on  it 
with  my  editor  and  between  the 
two  of  us  we  made  it  sound  re- 
ally great. 

I was  at  a museum  this 
weekend  with  my  boyfriend 


who  came  to  visit  me  when  I 
received  a tweet  from  another 
intern.  She  re-tweeted  an  article 
that  was  posted  by  the  Drudge 
Report.  Guess  whose  article 
that  was  - mine. 

The  article  I wrote  about 
PETA  was  on  Drudge  all  week- 
end. I don’t  know  a whole  lot 
about  that  website,  but  1 do 
know  reporters  try  really  hard 
to  get  on  it.  Another  reporter  ac- 
tually told  me,  “Many  journos 
wait  their  entire  career  for  an 
article  that  well  read.” 

I cannot  tell  you  how 
amazing  that  feels.  It  had  over 
17,000  Facebook  shares  by 
Monday  morning  and  I got 
about  25  new  Twitter  followers. 
I was  even  asked  to  call  into  the 
Victoria  Taft  Show,  but  I didn’t 
do  it. 


I also  went  to  a press 
briefing  at  the  White  House  last 
Friday.  I saw  Deputy  Press  Sec- 
retary Josh  Earnest  speak. 

It  was  wild  being  in  the 
pressroom  watching  reporters  in 
motion.  Hands  rose  all  over  the 
place  waiting  to  get  questions 
answered.  I was  overwhelmed 
and  too  nervous  to  ask  a ques- 
tion but  I loved  being  there. 

I have  learned  so  much 
being  here  and  I am  getting  to 
do  all  of  these  amazing  things. 
It’s  still  surreal. 

I hope  you  all  are  enjoy- 
ing my  articles  as  much  as  I en- 
joy writing  them.  I miss  every- 
one at  WSU  and  I can’t  wait  to 
see  you  in  the  fall. 

Email  me  amyers9330@ 
westfield.ma.edu  or  follow  me 
on  twitter  @AlexandraaaLee. 


photo  by  yesbuthowever.com 
Matt  Drudge,  creator  of  the  Drudge  Report 


THE  BRYANT 

GRADUATE  PROGRAMS 

The  Bryant  University  Graduate  School  of  Business  prepares  students  for  success  in  their  chosen 
professions.  As  a graduate,  you  will  join  an  impressive  alumni  community  that  includes  industry 
leaders  across  the  country  and  around  the  world. 


The  Bryant  MBA  On^Yeas  Progra.m 
Full-time,  day  program  for  all  majors 

• No  professional  experience  necessary 

• Distinguish  yourself  in  a competitive  job  market 

• Gain  hands-on  experience  with  the  Business 
Practicum 


The  Bryant  Master  of  Professional 
Accountancy  (MPAc) 

Full-time,  day  program  for  accounting  minors 

• Meets  the  150  hour  requirement  for 
CPA  licensure 

• Complete  in  Summer/fall,  Summer/Suminei; 
Fall/Spring  or  Spring/Summer 

• Tax  concentration  available  with 
Summer/Fall  or  Summer/Summer  plan 


Leajln  More  About  What  the  Bkyavt  Graduate  School  has  to  Offer 
www.bryant.edu/gradschool  • 401-232-6230 


Bryant 
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Gkaduati  Scsool  of  Business 
SmitMielti  Rhoik  Island 
www.bryant.edu 
(401}  232-6230 


Westfield  community  unites  for  good  cause 


■ jump  from  page  1 

of  the  individuals 
present  and  later  delivered 
to  the  family. 

Although  those  that 
showed  up  to  the  meet- 
ing sites  received  an 
overwhelming  amount  of 
support  from  Westfield 
residents  by  means  of 
cheering,  handshakes,  and 
hugs,  there  were  some 
slight  cases  of  distress  (in- 
cluding the  group  almost 
being  egged)  due  to  mis- 
taken identities  and  objec- 
tives. 

Some  individuals 
initially  thought  that  the 
students/faculty  were  the 
WBC  protestors,  while 
others  missed  the  demon- 
stration’s peaceful  goal. 

Despite  the  fact 
that  the  Westboro  Bap- 
tist Church  protestors 
never  showed  up,  the 
two  groups  consisting  of 
members  of  the  Westfield 
and  Westfield  State  com- 
munities marched  from 
separate  directions  and 


met  at  the  same  time  in  a 
beautiful  show  of  solidar- 
ity in  front  of  the  funeral 
home.  They  carried  signs, 
as  well  as  wishes,  of  love 
and  support. 

“This  one  woman 
drove  by  with  a car  full 
of  people,  ” said  Westfield 
State  sophomore  Ryan 
Bemett,  “She  was  in  tears, 
and  we  made  eye  contact. 
She  mouthed  the  words 
‘Thank  you.’” 

Junior  Jenni  Good- 
year said,  “A  member  of 
the  Patriot  Guard  (a  pro- 
tection group  formed  in 
response  to  the  Westboro 
Church  and  its  habit  of 
picketing  military  funer- 
als) went  down  the  street 
shaking  hands  of  the  stu- 
dents and  staff  and  neigh- 
bors; thanking  us  for  what 
we  were  doing.  What 
they  do,  is  just  absolutely 
amazing  and  the  fact  that 
they  took  the  time  to  thank 
us  for  doing  this  was  just 
so  precious.” 

After  the  service, 
members  of  the  Patriots 


Guard  Riders  motorcycle 
group  helped  escort  Arzo- 
la’s  body  to  his  final  rest- 
ing place.  The  Massachu- 
setts Veterans  Memorial 
Cemetery  in  Agawam. 

Some  of  the  com- 
munity members  that  had 
helped  line  the  streets  of 
Westfield  continued  their 
show  of  support  by  stand- 
ing in  large  groups  on  both 
sides  of  the  cemetery’s  en- 
trance. 

“I  was  so  taken 
aback  by  all  of  the  love  and 
support  from  these  amaz- 
ing people  who  dropped 
everything  to  show  trib- 
ute to  Chris,”  said  Bacon. 
“It  was  more  than  just 
WSU,  it  was  a town  and 
surrounding  communities 
far  and  wide.  It  was  truly 
amazing.” 

Bacon  said,  “As  a 
friend,  to  have  that  many 
people  come  out  and 
show  love  was  the  most 
beautiful  thing  to  see... I 
can  only  imagine  that  the 
family  felt  somewhat  the 
same.” 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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By  Matthew  Futte 


Dr.  Seuss  - 


A native  of  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  Theodor 
“Dr.  Seuss”  Geisel  was 
an  accomplished  writer, 
humorist  and  illustrator, 
noted  for  being  the  best- 
selling children’s  author  of 
all-time.  His  career  started 
as  a student  working  at 
Dartmouth  College’s  hu- 
mor magazine,  the  Jack- 
0-Lantem,  where  he  first 
started  using  his  famous 
pen  name.  Contrary  to 
popular  belief,  Geisel  was 
not  a real  doctor;  he  at- 
tended Oxford  University 
to  study  for  his  doctorate, 
but  never  completed  his 


1 March  2,  1904 

degree  after  falling  in  love 
in  England  and  moving 
back  to  the  United  States. 
His  first  book  was  And  to 
Think  I Saw  That  on  Mul- 
berry Street!,  released  in 
1937  and  revealing  Gei- 
sel’s  acute  ability  to  create 
whimsical  creatures  who 
live  in  fantastical  worlds 
and  speak  in  frivolous 
rhyme  and  nonsensical 
phrases.  Geisel  died  in 
1991  after  battling  throat 
cancer,  but  his  legacy  lives 
on  through  his  stories.  His 
best-selling  books  include 
Green  Eggs  and  Ham 
(1960),  The  Cat  in  the 
Hat  (1957)  and  How  the 
Grinch  Stole  Christmas! 
(1957),  many  of  which 
would  spawn  animated 
and  live-action  movies. 
The  latest  Dr.  Seuss  book- 
to-film  franchise  is  The 
Lorax,  originally  released 
in  print  in  1971  and  fi- 
nally coming  to  the  movie 
screen  this  spring  as  an 
animated  feature  film. 


Battle  of  the  Alamo  - March  6. 1836 


The  key  battle  in  Texas’ 
revolutionary  fight  for 
freedom  from  Mexico  ac- 
tually started  in  December 
1835,  when  Texian  and 
Tejano  rebels  drove  out  all 
Mexican  troops  stationed 
in  San  Antonio.  Bracing 
for  retaliation  by  the  Mexi- 
can army,  the  rebels  began 
to  fortify  their  stronghold 
at  the  Alamo,  an  old  mis- 
sion that  doubled  as  the 
first  established  hospital 
in  Texas.  On  February  23, 
Mexican  General  Antonio 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  and 
his  experienced  army  of 
2,400  soldiers  arrived  in 


San  Antonio  with  a sur- 
prise attack  on  the  Texian 
rebels’  home  base.  Despite 
the  size  and  strength  of 
Santa  Anna’s  cavalry  be- 
ing a clear  mismatch  to 
a little  over  200  Texian 
rebels,  Texian  leaders  Jim 
Bowie  and  William  Travis, 
along  with  frontiersman 
Davey  Crockett,  were  able 
to  fend  off  the  onslaught 
for  over  13  straight  days 
and  defended  their  terri- 
tory. On  March  6,  Mexi- 
can forces  were  finally 
able  to  penetrate  the  walls 
of  the  Alamo,  scaling  the 
walls  and  eliminating  any 
chance  for  victory  by  the 
Texian  rebels.  Although 
the  Alamo’s  defenders 
failed  in  securing  its  walls 
and  succeeding  in  the  Tex- 
as Revolution,  the  story 
of  their  struggle  against 
all  odds  has  been  passed 
down  as  one  of  the  great- 
est symbols  of  persistence 
and  bravery  in  American 
history. 


facts  courtesy  ofthcaUunojorg 
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Joseph  Stalin  - Died  March  5, 1953 


As  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful figures  in  world  history, 
Joseph  Stalin  was  a feared 
public  figure  who  was  not 
afraid  to  implement  poli- 
cies of  repression  to  elimi- 
nate his  opponents.  As  the 
General  Secretary  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  the 
Soviet  Union’s  Central 
Committee  from  1922  un- 
til his  death  in  1953,  Stalin 
would  be  responsible  for 
helping  strategize  the  Al- 
lies’ defeat  Adolf  Hitler’s 
Germany  in  World  War 
II,  but  also  for  over  3 mil- 
lion political  and  criminal 
dissenters  killed  in  Rus- 
sian concentration  camps. 
Raised  under  the  wing  of 
the  Soviet  leader  Vladimir 
Lenin,  Stalin  rose  to  power 
as  a politician  in  the  Bol- 
shevik’s Russian  Revolu- 
tion in  1917.  He  took  the 
reins  of  the  Soviet  Union’s 
political  agenda  after  the 
death  of  Lenin  in  1924, 
creating  drastic  social  and 
economic  plans  that  would 

facts  courtesy  < 


strengthen  the  country’s 
core  but  effectively  kill 
millions  of  its  own  peo- 
ple due  to  rising  poverty 
rates  and  purge  trials.  Af- 
ter winning  World  War 
II,  Stalin  consolidated  his 
power  by  annexing  East- 
ern European  countries 
and  built  an  even  stronger 
military,  the  likes  of  which 
would  alarm  the  United 
States  and  set  off  the  Cold 
War.  Following  his  death, 
successor  General  Secre- 
tary Nikita  Khrushchev 
denounced  Stalin’s  lead- 
ership style  and  tarnished 
his  legacy. 

uographycom 


The  Jersey  Shore  problem:  Stick  a fork  in  those  meatballs 


photo  by  yourfreemusicvideos.com 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


Jersey  Shore  is  conclud- 
ing its  fifth  season  in  a couple  of 
weeks,  and  personally,  I think  it 
should  be  the  last  one.  When 
the  Jersey  Shore  first  made  its 
debut  on  MTV  almost  2 years 
ago,  it  was  a fresh  new  hit,  and 
one  that  everyone  was  talking 
about. 

The  cast,  as  well  as  the 
stupidity  of  their  actions  enter- 
tained audiences  as  well.  TJie 
ratings  for  the  first  season  were 
the  most  MTV  had  had  in  ages, 
and  life  was  going  well  for  the 
cast. 

Then  the  show  became  too 
stupid  for  its  own  good.  Yes,  it 


can  be  funny  at  times,  but  gone 
is  the  fresh  silliness  that  made 
people  watch  early  on. 

Now,  episodes  are  re- 
petitive and  not  entertaining,  a 
downside  to  the  personal  fame 
of  the  cast.  In  the  first  season, 
the  cockiness  and  self-bravado 
that  these  individuals  had  was 
amusing;  now  that  they  are  rich 
and  famous  they  have  become 
more  of  an  act  than  real  people. 

In  the  first  season  of  Jer- 
sey Shore,  their  fights  and  in- 
teractions with  the  locals  of 
Seaside  Heights  were  funny.But 
now  whenever  this  cast  goes 
anywhere  they  are  surrounded 
by  huge  crowds,  and  have  their 
own  personal  security  team. 

It  baffles  me  that  they  still 
have  them  work  at  a t-shirt  shop 


listening  to  the  demands  of  their 
boss,  when  in  reality  they  are 
millionaires. 

Without  question  there 
should  be  changes  to  the  show, 
and  probably  the  most  important 
would  be  to  change  the  cast. 

Let’s  face  it,  the  cast  is 
boring.  Sammi  and  Ronnie  are 
boring,  the  Situation  is  a just 
a negative  person,  Deena  and 
Snooki  are  a mess  and  are  more 
of  an  act  for  the  cameras. 

Last  season  MTV  tried  to 
place  the  gang  in  Italy  to  spice 
things  up,  but  all  it  did  was  get 
viewers  more  irritated  and  lose 
interest  in  the  show,  as  ratings 
dropped  to  4.7  million  viewers. 

This  current  season’s 
viewership  is  around  5.23  mil- 
lion according  to  TVbytheNum- 


bers.com. 

Those  are  numbers  that 
MTV  will  not  be  complaining 
about,  because  those  are  huge 
numbers  for  a cable  network  to 
pull  in. 

The  Jersey  Shore  for 
most  people  used  to  be  a “must 
watch”  show,  and  it  seemed  like 
everyone  stopped  what  they 
were  doing  each  week  to  watch 


it.  Nowadays  it’s  a show  that 
people  ask  themselves,  “Why 
don’t  you  just  quit,  Jersey 
Shore?” 

MTV  has  signed  every- 
one from  the  cast  on  for  one 
more  season  of  “Jersey  Shore” 
after  this  one. 

Maybe',  though,  it  is  time 
to  stick  a fork  in  the  last  meat- 
ball and  call  it  a show. 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Owls  fall  to  Bears  in  MASCAC  men’s  basketball  semifinals 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Senior  center  Samuel 
Johnson  and  junior  guard  An- 
thony Fortes  combined  for  27 
points  as  they  helped  lead  sec- 
ond-seeded Bridgewater  State 
to  a thrilling  57-56  victory  over 
third-seed  Westfield  State  in 
the  semifinals  of  the  MASCAC 
Men’s  Basketball  Tournament 
on  Thursday,  Feb.  23,  at  the 
Tinsley  Center. 

The  Owls,  who  trailed  by 
14  points  with  10  minutes  re- 
maining in  the  game,  aaw  their 
2011-12  season  come  to  a close 
at  16-11. 

Johnson  paced  the  hosts 
with  15  points  as  Fortes  added 
12  points,  a contest-best  six  as- 
sists and  five  steals. 

Freshman  forward  Mi- 
chael Lofton  (Mansfield,  MA) 
came  off  the  bench  to  produce  a 
game-high  10  boards  with  eight 


points  and  five  blocks. 

Westfield  State  was  pro- 
pelled by  Junior  guard  Lee 
Vazquez  who  tallied  22  points 
and  six  steals  as  classmate  Matt 
Devine  recorded  17  points, 
eight  caroms  and  five  blocks. 

Freshman  forward  Grant 
Cooper  chipped  in  with  10 
points  and  four  helpers  in  23 
minutes  of  action. 

After  not  scoring  much  in 
the  opening  frame,  Vazquez  and 
Devine  poured  in  25  of  their  39 
points  in  the  second  stanza. 

Sparked  by  a three-point 
play  by  Johnson  and  four  tri- 
fectas,  the  Bears  went  on  a 17-4 
run  to  turn  a one  jxjint  (31-30) 
lead  into  a 48-34  advantage  at 
the  10:05  mark  of  the  second 
half. 

Junior  guard  Brendan 
McDonald  (Dorchester,  MA) 
connected  for  two  of  the  four 
trey’s  in  the  run  for  his  only 
points  of  the  contest  to  help  lift 


Bridgewater  State  to  its  largest 
margin. 

Westfield  State  responded 
with  a furious  17-3  spurt  over 
the  next  six  minutes  to  knot 
the  score  at  51-51  with  4:56  re- 
maining as  Vazquez  and  Devine 
hit  back-to-back  three-points  to 
equal  the  contest. 

Over  the  next  57  sec- 
onds, the  two  squads  combined 
for  three  turnovers  and  BSU 
missed  a pair  of  free  throws  be- 
fore Fortes  snapped  the  tie  with 
two  free  throws  with  3:59  left. 

Lofton  came  up  huge 
for  the  Bears  with  block  and 
a rebound  to  hold  the  visitors 
scoreless  on  their  next  two  pos- 
sessions, culminating  with  a 
thunderous  dunk  for  the  55-51 
advantage  with  2:49  remaining. 

Vazquez  promptly  re- 
sponded with  a trey  to  cut  the 
deficit  to  one  point,  but  then 
after  a Fortes  missed  field  goal, 
Johnson  came  up  with  a key 


offensive  board  to  set  up  Lof- 
ton, who  came  up  with  another 
dunk.  Junior  guard  Shawn  Yard 
(Brockton,  MA)  set  the  table  for 
both  of  Lofton’s  clutch  scores. 

After  Yard  helped  cause 
a Westfield  State  turnover  with 
57  ticks  remaining,  Johnson 
missed  a running  Jumper  and 
Devine  made  it  a one-point  con- 
test with  an  easy  lay-up  with  17 
seconds  left. 

The  Owls  caught  a break 
after  they  were  forced  to  foul 
when  the  Bears  missed  both 
free  throws  with  1 2 seconds  re- 
maining. 

Devine  took  the  game’s 
final  shot  at  the  buzzer  on  a 15- 
footer  from  the  right  wing,  but 
his  attempt  was  wide  of  the  bas- 
ket. 

Following  three  ties  and 
a pair  of  lead  changes  to  start 
off  the  first  half,  the  Bears  went 
on  an  11-2  surge  to  lead  15-8 
with  8:12  left.  Senior  center 


Marcellus  Lee  (Quincy,  MA) 
and  Vazquez  combined  for  five 
points  to  slice  the  advantage  to 
15-13,  but  the  hosts  used  a 9-3 
push  to  open  up  a 24-16  game 
with  1:10  left. 

The  hosts  coughed  up 
the  ball  four  times  in  the  final 
minute  thanks  in  part  to  three 
swipes  by  Vazquez. 

The  Owls  talented  5-6 
guard  also  netted  the  final  four 
points  of  the  frame  with  a pair  ![ 
of  free  throws  and  a Jump  shot  ji 
to  make  it  a 24-20  score  at  the  | 
intermission. 

The  Owls  shrugged  off  a j 

porous  performance  from  the  j 

floor  in  the  opening  period  as 
they  connected  on  Just  7 of  27  I 
field  goal  attempts  to  start  off 
the  game  (26  percent). 

The  visitors  finished 
shooting  a blistering  54  percent 
(13-for-24)  in  the  second  period 
and  they  connected  on  four  of 
six  from  beyond  the  arc.  ' 
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Sm  Cheese  Pizza 
just  5 bucks! 
Order  $10  or  more 
ond  its  only  $41 
(limit  2) 
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styles  of  wir*^?! 
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413-562-8500 
- Hours  - 
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Planning  a 
event?  Let  us 
do  the  work! 
call  for  speical 
pricing! 
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Want  something 
different?  Try  our 
new  Indian  menu 
starting  March  5th! 
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Morning  Joe  Bj:  Joey  Cooper 

IVeekCy  Look  at  tfie  IVorCcC of  Sjyorts"  Sports  Editor 


Jeremy  Evans,  Chase 
Budinger,  Paul  George  and  Der- 
rick Williams. 

How  many  of  these'  NBA 
players  have  you  ever  heard  of? 
One,  maybe  two? 

If  you’re  still  wondering 
why  these  players  are  grouped 
together,  it’s  because  they  were 
the  2012  NBA  Dunk  contes- 
tants. 

Jeremy  Evans,  this  year’s 
winner  of  the  Dunk  Contest,  av- 
erages 5.6  minutes  per  game  on 
a 15-17  Utah  Jazz  squad. 

The  only  reason  Evans 
got  the  invite  to  Orlando’s  All- 
Star  weekend  was  because  he 
created  a YouTube  video  of  his 
dunks  during  practice,  which  he 
sent  to  the  NBA. 

Chase  Budinger  of  the 
Houston  Rockets  at  the  All- 
Star  break  has  only  recorded  six 


dunks  all  season  long,  averag- 
ing a little  over  eight  points  per 
contest. 

Paul  George  of  the  Indi- 
ana Pacers,  who  is  probably  the 
best  player  out  of  this  bunch , av- 
erages just  12  points  per  game. 

The  final  player.  Derrick 
Williams,  was  the  second  pick 
overall  in  last  year’s  NBA  Draft. 
The  number  two-projected  high 
flyer  coming  out  of  Arizona 
was  deemed  to  have  a long  and 
prolific  NBA  career.  Instead,  he 
has  had  a miserable  rookie  sea- 
son for  Minnesota,  tallying  just 
seven  points  per  game. 

What  do  all  of  these  play- 
ers have  in  common?  They’re 
all  subpar  NBA  players. 

Once  upon  a time,  the 
NBA  Slam  Dunk  Contest  was 
a must  see  with  some  of  the 
game’s  greatest  competing  in  it 


such  as  Michael  Jordan,  Kobe 
Bryant,  Vince  Carter,  Julius  Ir- 
ving, Dominique  Wilkins  and 
Dwight  Howard. 

With  the  exception  of 
Blake  Griffin  last  year,  there  has 
been  a growing  trend  of  NBA 
stars  turning  down  the  opportu- 
nity to  compete. 

LeBron  James  has  turned 
down  the  chance  to  participate 
in  all  nine  chances  the  NBA  has 
offered  him  throughout  his  suc- 
cessful career. 

There  have  been  a lot  of 
elite  players  such  as  Derrick 
Rose,  Kevin  Durant,  Russell 
Westbrook  and  Dwayne  Wade 
who  are  all  high  flyers  that  have 
never  even  considered  partici- 
pating in  the  event. 

In  efforts  to  bring  back 
some  viewers,  this  year’s  dunk 
contest  eliminated  the  biased 


retired  former  players  as  judges 
voting  either  a nine  or  10  for  ev- 
ery dunk.  Instead,  the  NBA  put 
it  up  to  a fan  vote  online. 

Although  this  idea  helped 
somewhat,  this  famous  All-Star 
weekend  competition  is  in  dan- 
ger of  extinction. 

Listen,  I am  not  saying 
the  players  who  participated  in 
this  year’s  contest  were  horrible 
dunkers,  because  that  isn’t  true, 
they  could  all  jump  out  of  the 
gym.  What  I am  saying  is  that 
there  are  thousands  of  no  named 
athletes  across  the  country  that 
can  do  the  same  thing.  Bring  in 
the  players  that  viewers  long  to 
see  throw  it  down. 

The  NBA  needs  to  find 
out  what  is  causing  the  game’s 
best  to  shy  away  from  the  spot- 
light. Some  people  around  the 
league  simply  think  these  ath- 


letes have  a fear  of  losing  the 
contest,  eventually  damaging 
their  brand. 

My  proposal  would  be 
to  take  away  the  winner  of  the 
contest.  I mean  does  anybody 
really  care  who  wins? 

It’s  about  watching  the 
NBA’s  best  doing  the  unimagi- 
nable. Defying  the  odds  during 
flight  to  the  rim. 

There  are  a lot  more  risks 
of  a MLB  player  performing  in 
the  homerun  derby,  but  the  stars 
come  out  because  it  is  important 
to  both  the  players  and  the  fans. 
Maybe  that  is  why  the  derby 
has  surpassed  the  dunk  contest, 
a once  juggernaut  competition 
that  is  slowly  dying. 

If  the  NBA  doesn’t  act 
quickly,  this  event  can  turn  into 
the  NFL  Pro  Bowl,  a complete 
joke. 


WEDNESDAY 


f,  MARCH  7TH,  2012 

(snow  date:  Thursday,  March  8th) 

Scanlon  Banquet  Hall  | 3 - 5PM 

Please  dress  professionally  and  bring  copies  of  your  resume! 

For  a list  of  attending  districts/non-profits,  please  visit 
www.westfield.ma.edu/careercenter 


Three  men’s  basketball  players  honored 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Westfield  State  University 
juniors  Lee  Vazquez  (Attleboro) 
and  Matt  Devine  (Pembroke) 
were  first-team  selections 
and  freshman  Grant  Cooper 
(Northampton)  was  named  the 
rookie  of  the  year  on  the  2011- 
2012  Massachusetts  State  Col- 
legiate Athletic  Conference 
(MASCAC)  men’s  basketball 
all-conference  team. 

Vazquez  had  a breakout 
season  for  the  Owls.  The  5-6 
guard  from  Attleboro  poured 
in  577  points  this  season,  the 
fourth  most  points  scored  in 
school  history,  in  leading  the 
MASCAC  and  ranking  22nd 
nationally  with  a 21.4  scoring 
average. 

Vazquez  has  985  career 
points  heading  into  his  senior 
year.  Vazquez  also  was  at  the 
top  of  the  charts  in  other  cat- 
egories. 


He  currently  ranks  first 
in  the  MASCAC  and  second 
nationally  in  steals  per  game 
(3.9)  and  leads  the  conference 
in  3-pointers  made  per  game 
(2.7). 

Vazquez  ranks  second  in 
the  conference  in  assists  (3.8) 
and  fourth  in  free  throw  shoot- 
ing (.771),  making  a MASC AC- 
high  121  of  157  free  throws. 

Devine  dominated  the 
stingy  Owl  defense  that  team- 
wise currently  ranks  first  in  the 
nation  in  blocked  shots  (7.8) 
and  field  goal  shooting  defense 
(36  percent). 

The  6-7  center  ranks  first 
in  the  NCAA  Division  III  in 
blocked  shots  per  game  (4.8) 
as  he  shattered  school  single 
season  (130)  and  career  (260) 
records  for  blocked  shots. 

Devine  also  ranks  second 
in  the  MASCAC  and  21st  na- 
tionally in  rebounding  (10.4  per 
game),  10th  in  assists  (2.7)  and 
15th  in  scoring  (12.7). 


westfieldstateowls  .com 
WSU  guard  Lee  Vazquez 


He  has  940  career  points 
as  he  and  Vazquez  should  sur- 
pass the  magic  milestone  of 
1 ,000  points  early  next  season. 

Cooper  steadily  improved 
as  the  season  progressed  for  the 
16-11  Owls. 

The  hard-working  6-4 
forward  averaged  10.5  points 
and  5.7  rebounds  per  game 
and  currently  ranks  third  in  the 
MASCAC  in  field  goal  shoot- 
ing percentage  (.531). 

He  is  sixth  in  the  MAS- 
CAC in  steals  (2.0)  and  ninth  in 
assists  (2.9)  per  game. 


10 


The  Westfield  Voic(; 


Trust  the 


OIL  CHANGE 

$1099 

most 


• Oil  and  filter  change 

-up  to  5 quarts  of  conventional  oil 

* Rotate  and  inspect  4 tires 


Courtesy  check  including 
visual  brake  check 

-battery,  air  filter,  fluid,  belts  & hoses 


HtgN  ivnttterk.  5fn:h«tk.  oils  ind  cjrtndge  oil  extiaL  Sndp  fee  eJitra.  w^eie  peim^^tec  few. 

fee  fepresents  ics  and  Se*  r^na*^  f-w  c£tc>4atfeix  Puis  Ux.  I ue  =5!  i^me 

servke.  vaUe  VlGOtr^  ]£  tfne  trf  |»MCh«>e.  Het  «^id  with  atUiet  affers  Valid  at 

•tic  cpattnc  t:>catiCfMsi  t>«tcvk.  S^id  f Kid.  C9|^^  'jt  Uanxfer'ee  pt^f^ibiSed  by  few.  £x^es  6 


r: 


SsmnMMF 

S£:WVIC£ 

LIFETIME  GUARANTEED 

BRAKE  PADS  OR  SHOES  INSTALLED 


$50 

• Comprehensive  brake  system  evaluation 


OFF 

*25  OFF 

per  axle 


Q^Kaunt  off  leg^jUr  wke.  Ufetiene  ^uiMar^tee  v^i<  ^ as  lor^g 
gja^a*itee  terms.  ^s  «U  tax.  Mvst  t^kfes.  Cash  vd 

puic^ase.  Hst  v»;h  obie?  ef?e*s  wacrap^ty 

b^cw.  yoitf  if  sold.  ciHi^  Of  trarrif«fitKl<*ndVff^ie  profr<oitec  Oy  U««.  ^ 


I oxNrfi  car.  masM^ef  for  tSnnled 
cf  l€,  Couf.Hjfi  recyjfeiJ  at  tsme 
at  paiticdatkyg  locar-ofM&/  asted 
i 4/3&'li 


GREAT  SAVINGS 


10  OFF  '20  0FF'30  OFF 


SERVICES 
OVER  $100 

excludes  lax 


SERVICES 
OVER  $200 


SERVICES 
OVER  $300 


STUDENT  SAVINGS 

10%  OFF 


ANY 

SERVICE 


WITH 


Brakes,  Exhaust,  Suspension,  Wheel  Alignment^ 
Belts.  Hoses,  Headlamps,  Bulbs  and  More! 

ExrUbes  taes.  t»a:ienes  as»€  oH  f^scoanl  crff  legufei  brxe.  C^3n&tont«f  pays  ^tax.  Mcsl  ffstsKtes.  Cash 

value  1/IDOth  of  Ic.  Cdixpcn  rec-uked  at  time  purthase.  Ore  C9>Jt»xn  pet  tctat  iireoiLa  Nc-1  valid  «i^  yUier 
a^fs.  Vabd  at  paitkipetin^  leiationisl  tUfee  Wi&M.  Vaie  4 scUs.  cpp^-ec  c?  trar^sferred  and  ivbefe  prcty^ted 
by  fevt  t«i’es  4/iC'n 


WESTFIELD  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT  ID 

, (excludes  tax) 

Dtstatr^t  ©f?  prke.  Ccnsumer  pays  a3  tax.  Mcsl  treNcies.  Cash,  y^ue  of  It  Ce$ip^  re^j^ed  at 
lime  of  piifihase.  One  cc*uf»n  per  talsl  ifivtsce.  «ot  vid.^  other  offers.  Va^  at  loca^^lst 

bsted  brfew.  Void  If  se^  tg  tfartsfetved  aM  wheie  p?dh?teted  Jry  tew.  Expiies  Ti 


WESTFIELD  302  E Main  St  413-568-8621 
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Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

Even  if  you  have  to  be  out 
doing  a lot  of  running  around, 
just  be  sure  that  you  take  a little 
time  out  to  discuss  something 
important  with  someone  close 
to  you. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

You’ll  be  starting  to  feel  a 
lot  more  decisive  about  any 
financial  or  professional 
matters  that  have  been 
hanging  over  your  head  for  a 
while.  Make  sure  to  get  those 
internship  applications  in! 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

You’ll  be  feeling  very  confident 
and  optimistic  today,  and  you 
shouldn’t  waste  your  time  Just 
sitting  back  and  watching  the 
world  go  by  right  now.  It’s 
your  time  to  strike  out  on  your 
own  and  start  taking  a few 
chances. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

Even  if  you’re  not  feeling 
full  of  energy  at  the  moment, 
you  should  still  be  able  to  get 
an  awful  lot  accomplished 
if  you’re  willing  to  put  your 
mind  to  it.  Just  be  ready  to 
make  a few  sacrifices  to  help 
out  others  right  now. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

If  you’re  feeling  pretty  sociable 
right  now,  don’t  hesitate  to 
spend  plenty  of  time  enjoying 
yourself  and  reconnecting 
with  some  good  friends  while 
you  can.  You’ll  really  be  able 
to  have  a lot  of  fun. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

Be  sure  that  you  take  the 
time  to  give  a little  thought  to 
some  career  and  professional 
concerns  today.  You  should 
be  able  to  come  up  with  some 
new  solutions  to  some  old 
problems. 


Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’ll  have  a few  doubts  about 
whether  or  not  you’re  really 
up  to  any  new  challenges  that 
you’ve  set  out  for  yourself 
recently.  But  you’ll  be  coming 
up  with  some  big  ideas. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Even  if  some  people  have  been 
a bit  demanding  lately,  you’ll 
be  able  to  count  on  the  support 
of  lots  of  folks  behind  the 
scenes.  And  you  ought  to  be 
starting  to  get  the  respect  and 
appreciation  that  you  really 
deserve. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Don’t  be  surprised  if 
relationships  with  partners 
end  up  requiring  an  awful  lot 
of  your  attention  today.  But 
if  you  play  your  cards  right, 
these  connections  should  also 
end  up  bringing  you  joy. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

If  you’ve  been  feeling  a little 
uneasy  about  a few  issues 
and  many  things  have  seemed 
to  be  a bit  up  in  the  air  for  a 
while  now,  just  remember  to 
remain  focused  on  your  most 
important  goals  right  now. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
You’ll  be  feeling  pretty  lucky 
today,  and  you  shouldn’t  be 
afraid  to  take  a few  chances. 
Your  powers  of  persuasion 
will  be  running  high, 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
You  should  make  an  effort 
to  spend  as  much  time  as 
you  can  around  the  house 
today.  Your  connection  with 
your  family  and  loved  ones 
will  provide  you  with  a great 
sense  of  comfort  right  now. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 


9 M«Tk  Pat  na.  Pai  reaufa  ed  lor  «« 


off  iic  marit  by  MarV  Parisi 


<?■  Mark  Paruri.  requrred  fut  u«c. 


off  iie  marit  by  Mark  Parisi 
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Daily  Squiggly  SuDoku;  Mon  27-Feb-20i2  medium 
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ACQUAINTANCE 

COMPANION 

HONESTY 

AFFECTION 

COMRADE 

KINSHIP 

AFFINITY 

CONHDE 

LEND 

ALLY 

EMPATHY 

LOYALTY 

AMIGO 

FAVOR 

PAL 

AMITY 

FONDNESS 

ROOMMATE 

BOYFRIEND 

FRIENDLINESS 

SHARE 

BUDDY 

FUN 

SUPPORTIVE 

CHUM 

GIRLFRIEND 

SYMPATHY 

CLOSENESS 

GOOD  TIMES 

TRUST 

com 


(q  Ckiily  Sudotoj  Ltd  2012.  All  Hghte  neeetved. 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s! 

StFMikk’iDiijFHly 

On  St.  Patrick’s  Day: 

Free  Corn  Beef  and  Cabbage 
Guinness  Specials 


Drink  Specials: 

Pink  Asshole  $3.75 
Sam  Adams  Noble  Pils  $3.75 
All  Mike’s  Hard  Lemonades  and 
Smirinoff  Ice  Bottles  $2.75 


Game  Night  on  Tuesdays! 

Water  Pong  Tournaments  and  other  games  with  cash  prizes 
From  10 pm.  to  Midnight 

Ml  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 

And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 

Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


Student  ys.  Food 

Hot  Wines 
From  Hell 

N'h  1 , 

Tuesday,  Ma^h  6* 


5:30 


\ Sign-Up  In  IJie  » 
i^dexo  Main  Office 
Friday  or  Monda^ 
(3/2  pr  3/5)  f Cf 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:30  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
8:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30.p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 


The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday 
8:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 
Wednesday 
8:30  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

Friday 

8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
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President  Cimaglia  addresses  WSU  in  ‘State  of  the  Campus’ 


photo  by  Rob  Donoghue 


SGA  President  Lou  Cimaglia  addressed  WSU  students  and  fac- 
ulty on  various  campus  topics. 


Rob  Donoghue 

Managing  Editor 

Lou  Cimaglia,  Westfield  State 
University’s  Student  Government 
Association  President,  said  that 
there  is  always  a place  for  smdents 
to  become  involved  when  he  ad- 
dressed members  of  the  Westfield 
State  community  in  Dever  Hall 
during  the  first  ever  “State  of  the 
Campus”  sp)eech  given  on  Monday, 
March  5th  at  5:00  p.m. 

Cimaglia  and  the  SGA  Execu- 
tive Council  began  planning  for  the 
address  over  a month  ago  and  said 
they  hope  it  will  become  a long  last- 
ing tradition  where  WSU  students, 
faculty  and  staff,  along  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Westfield  community, 
will  be  able  to  hear  directly  from  the 
SGA  President. 

“I  decided  to  hold  this  event 
because  I believe  it  is  something  the 
president  of  the  student  body  should 
be  doing,”  Cimaglia  said.  “It’s  a po- 
sition with  a lot  of  responsibility, 
and  it  should  include  some  public 
visibility. 

“Plus,  this  is  such  an  exciting 
time  to  be  a Westfield  State  student 
with  all  of  the  great  things  happen- 
ing around  us.” 

SGA  Student  Trustee  Ryan 
Meersman  introduced  Cimaglia  and 
the  rest  of  the  council  before  Cima- 


glia began  his  address  to  the  cam- 
pus. 

Cimaglia  began  his  speech 
by  talking  about  Westfield’s  numer- 
ous recent  accolades,  including  the 
school’s  U.S.  News  & World  Re- 
port ranking  as  one  of  the  top  four 
schools  in  terms  of  online  education 
programs  as  well  as  the  Massine 
report  naming  Westfield  State  as 
Massachusetts’  best  value  school 
at  graduation  among  all  of  the  116 
public  and  private  colleges  in  the 
commonwealth. 

After  speaking  generally 
about  issues  facing  public  higher 
education  institutions,  Cimaglia 
spoke  about  the  positive  changes 


taking  place  at  Westfield. 

“While  other  schools  are 
bunkering  down  and  tightening  up, 
Westfield  State  is  expanding,”  Ci- 
maglia said  during  his  address. 

He  then  addressed  issues  fac- 
ing the  campus  community,  such 
as  on-campus  parking  concerns, 
crime,  the  dining  commons,  and  fu- 
ture construction  projects  set  to  take 
place  as  Westfield  continues  to  grow 
and  expand. 

Cimaglia  said  that  parking 
concerns  are  often  brought  up  by 
students  and  that  with  new  shuttles 
and  more  frequent  trips  to  South 
Lot,  the  school  is  doing  everything 
possible  to  make  parking  more  ac- 


cessible for  students  and  staff.  He 
added  that  an  outside  consulting 
firm  is  being  brought  to  campus  this 
spring  to  address  parking  issues. 

Cimaglia  stressed  that  student 
participation  is  crucial  and  that  the 
opinions  of  students  are  vital  re- 
garding changes  that  take  place  at 
WSU.  Cimaglia  said  that  students 
had  a major  impact  on  the  decision 
to  move  the  proposed  University 
Hall  construction  location  from  in 
front  of  Lammers  Hall  to  between 
Lammers  and  Ely  Hall. 

From  the  various  campus 
committees  that  students  can  be- 
come involved  with  to  open  forums 
-where  students  can  gain  information 
and  have  their  voices  heard,  Cima- 
glia said  that  there  are  always  ways 
for  students  to  get  involved  and  give 
their  opinions. 

“I’d  love  for  every  student  to 
come  down  to  the  SGA  office  on  a 
Tuesday  at  5:30  to  see  what  takes 
place  at  an  SGA  meeting,”  Cimaglia 
said. 

He  added  that  it’s  important 
for  all  students  to  read  their  West- 
field-  emails  in  order  to  find  out 
what’s  happening  at  the  school. 

After  speaking  about  the  aca- 
demic, athletic  and  extracurricular 
success  stories  of  various  WSU  stu- 
dents, Cimaglia  said  that  he  encour- 

■ continued  on  page  9 
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SGA  Update 

^ by  Krysta  Livingstone 

Tonight  was  a very  special  night  down 
in  SGA,  as  we  had  State  Representative  Don 
Humason  down  to  speak. 

As  a former  student  of  WSU,  he  spoke  a lot 
about  how  the  campus  has  changed. 

A major  thing  he  spoke  to  was  the  importance 
of  lobbying  as  students  for  higher  education,  and 
the  difference  it  can  make. 

He  urges  all  students  to  find  out  who  their 
local  legislatures  are  and  connect  with  them. 

- Look  out  for  the  class  of  2014  in  the  DC  because 
they  will  be  selling  stars  to  go  towards  the  Make  a 
Wish!  Foundation. 

- ATTENTION  SENIORS:  Senior  week  packets 
are  about  half  way  gone,  so  get  yours  now.  If  you 
have  any  questions  about  commencement,  please 
see  your  class  President  Meaghan  MacDonald. 

- If  you  have  not  purchased  your  Senate  Banquet 
ticket,  now  is  the  time  to  do  it.  Be  sure  to  head 
over  to  the  campus  center  and  purchase  your  ticket 
if  you  plan  to  go. 

- Students  from  all  over  campus  will  be  going  to  the 
State  House  for  a lobby  day  on  Thursday  March, 
8th.  Look  out  for  more  details  on  the  results. 

- Our  next  meeting  will  be  Tuesday,  March  20th, 
2012  at  5:30pm  in  the  SGA  room. 

Have  a great  spring  break! 
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Westfield  State  University 

Department  of  Public  Safety 
Police  Log 


Feb.  19T 2012  - Feb'.  26, "2012 


DATE 

TIME 

INCIDENT 

LOCATION 

02/19/12 

0429 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL)  LANSDOWNE  PLACE 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

INCIDENT  # 12-80-OF 

02/20/12 

0145 

MALICIOUS  DEST.(VANDALISM) 
BROKEN  WINDOW 

UNDER  INVESTIGATION 
INCIDENT#  12-81 -OF 

SCANLON  RES  HALL 

02/20/12 

1126 

LARCENY-THEFT 

NON-PAYMENT  OF  BILL 

UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

INCIDENT  # 12-82-OF 

DINING  COMMONS 

02/21/12 

NO  INCIDENTS  TO  REPORT 

02/22/12 

NO  INCIDENTS  TO  REPORT 

02/23/12 

NO  INCIDENTS  TO  REPORT 

02/24/12 

1403 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS) 
CITATION  ISSUED 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

INCIDENT#  12-88-OF 

CAMPUS  GREEN 

02/24/12 

1749 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  COURTNEY  HALL 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

INCIDENT  # 12-89-OF 
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Housing  sign-up  process  changed  for  2012 


photo  byfacebook.com/westfieldstateuniversity 
The  Old  Apartments  are  one  of  two  on-campus  ama- 
rtment  complexes  where  upperclassmen  can  choose  to 
live. 


Samantha  Fahey 

Editor-In-Chief 


Whether  it  brings  excite- 
ment or  dread,  it’s  that  time  of 
the  year  again. 

The  Housing  Sign-Up  Ga- 
zette is  available  around  campus 
and  online,  and  now  students 
have  to  decide  who  they  will  be 
living  with  next  year  and  what 
residence  hall  they’d  like  to  live 
in. 

While  this  is  a completely 
new  experience  for  first  year 
students,  there  are  new  changes 
to  the  2012-2013  process  that 
make  the  system  quite  different 
for  returning  students  as  well. 

According  to  the  gazette, 
the  apartment  sign-up  process 
will  include  a new  segment. 

No  matter  the  type  of 
apartment,  full  JRSR  rosters 
will  have  first  priority  over 
apartment  selection,  followed 
by  rosters  with  at  least  50% 
of  the  students  holding  JRSR 
numbers  - what  are  being  called 
50%  rosters  - will  choose,  and 
finally  all  remaining  mixed  ros- 
ters will  choose  last  if  there  are 
apartments  still  available. 

This  setup  has  changed 
from  last  year,  where  it  was 
possible  for  a roster  with  one 
high-ranking  JRSR  number  and 
the  rest  of  the  roster  made  up  of 
lower-class  numbers  to  acquire 
an  apartment  over  a roster  made 
up  of  mostly  JRSR  numbers. 

“The  problem  last  year 
was  we  had  the  JRSR  rosters  and 
the  mixed  rosters,’’  said  Joshua 
Hettrick,  Assistant  Director  of 
Housing.  “Once  we  got  into  the 
mixed  rosters,  we  went  by  the 
lowest  lottery  number,  which 
resulted  in  a very  small  number 
of  sophomores  getting  into  the 
Apartment  Complex  and  New 
Hall.’’ 

While  Hettrick  stressed 
that  the  number  of  sophomores 
in  both  buildings  was  less  than 
1%,  it  was  still  frustrating  for 
some  rising  seniors  who  did  not 
get  their  first  housing  choice. 


“So  in  an  effort  to  increase 
the  possibility  for  rising  seniors 
to  get  into  an  apartment  of  their 
choice,  we  have  added  the  50% 
rosters  in  between  JRSR  and 
mixed  rosters,”  Hettrick  said. 

“This  will  increase  the 
number  of  rising  seniors  who 
are  able  to  get  into  the  apart- 
ments they  are  hoping  for. 

“The  important  piece  to 
highlight  around  this  is  that 
we  simply  do  not  have  enough 
apartment  style  housing  to  have 
everyone  get  their  first  or  even 
second  choice  sometimes.” 

Residential  Life  is  hoping 
that  with  the  opening  of  Univer- 
sity Hall  in  2013,  there  will  be 
enough  apartment  style  housing 
to  give  students  more  options 
during  sign-up. 

The  second  major  change 
to  the  housing  process  is  that 
students  will  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  create  “voluntary  over- 
capacity rooms”  in  the  Apart- 
ment Complex,  Lammers  Hall, 
Lansdowne  Place,  New  Hall 
and  Scanlon  Hall . 


If  students  choose  to  se- 
lect this  option,  they  will  re- 
ceive a 25%  discount  on  their 
housing  charges  for  the  entire 
academic  year. 

“The  voluntary  overca- 
pacity room  for  returning  stu- 
dents was  added  in  as  an  option 
after  we  spoke  with  several  stu- 
dents and  determined  that  it  was 
something  returning  students 
may  be  interested  in,”  Hettrick 
said. 

One  major,  positive  out- 
come of  this  will  be  that  with 
students  choosing  to  create 
overcapacity  rooms,  it  will  de- 
crease the  need  to  create  forced 
triples  for  first-year  students. 

Lottery  numbers  will  be 
available  on  Monday,  March 
19th. 

Whether  it’s  excitement 
or  dread,  the  housing  sign-up 
process  is  an  important  one. 

You  can  find  more  infor- 
mation by  visiting:  http://www. 
westfield.ma.edu/uploads/ 
HSU%20-%20Gazette%20 
Spring%2020 1 2 .pdf. 
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Student 


Spotlip;ht 

J- O by  Tim  Gallery 


How  was  your  day  today,  and  what  did  you  do? 

It  was  excellent,  slept  in  until  about  noon,  and  got  some  brunch 
at  the  D.C.  Came  home,  listened  to  Kid  Cudi’s  new  album  and 
played  some  Donkey  Kong  with  my  roommate  Mike,  very 
relaxing  day. 


What's  your  go-to  song  of  all  time? 

That’s  a tough  one,  but  I have  to  go  with  “This  Must  Be  The 
Place”  by  the  Talking  Heads. 


If  you  had  to  pick  up  right  now  and  move  to  another  country,  to 
live  the  rest  of  your  life  where  would  you  go  and  why? 

I’d  probably  say  Fiji,  I spent  a week  there  last  year  when  1 went 
abroad  and  it  has  some  of  the  best  beaches  in  the  world.  I’d 
love  to  go  back  some  day. 

As  a child,  did  you  every  think  you 'd  be  where  you  are  today? 
1 never  really  thought  about  it  too  much  as  a kid.  But  I’m  very 
happy  how  everything  turned  out. 


Would  you  rather  not  be  able  to  speak  at  all  for  a year,  or  be 
allowed  to  speak  but  only  in  song? 

Speak  in  song.  I don’t  think  I could  handle  going  a whole  year 
without  talking. 


If  you  could  star  as  your  own  character  in  any  TV  show,  which 
would  it  be  and  why? 

It’s  got  to  be  “Lost”.  One  of  my  favorite  shows  of  all  time, 
and  being  on  a tropical  island  with  Kate  wouldn’t  be  too  bad 
either. 


Spring  Break  is  next  week.  Got  any  plans? 

Yeah,  I’m  going  to  Cancun  with  Mike  Mantia,  John  Lannon 
and  Nick  Sheehan.  I can’t  wait,  it  should  be  a blast! 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it 
- email 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Commissioner  Freeland  visits  WSU 


Rob  Donoghue 

Managing  Editor 

Richard  Freeland,  the 
Commissioner  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation for  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  met  with 
Westfield  State  students,  fac- 
ulty and  administrators,  along 
with  members  of  the  Westfield 
community,  in  Scanlon  Banquet 
Hall  on  Tuesday,  March  6th  to 
discuss  the  controversial  Vision 
Project  and  the  future  of  public 
higher  education  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

According  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Higher 
Education  website,  Freeland 
works  closely  with  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  is  re- 
sponsible for  providing  over- 
all direction  to  public  higher 
education  in  Massachusetts  and 
helping  to  shape  state-level  pol- 
icies that  maximize  the  benefits 
of  higher  education  to  the  Com- 
monwealth and  its  citizens. 

The  former  President  of 
Northeastern  University  spoke 
at  length  to  a packed  Westfield 
audience  about  The  Vision  Proj- 
ect and  the  Liberal  Education 
and  America’s  Promise  (LEAP) 
State  status,  both  initiatives  the 
Board  has  been  closely  consid- 
ering for  some  time. 

Through  rubric  based  as- 
sessments that  would  measure 
students’  academic  progress  in 
their  coursework,  Freeland  said 
that  the  ultimate  goal  of  these 
programs  is  to  bring  more  ac- 
countability to  public  higher 
education  in  the  Common- 
wealth and  to  provide  better 
evidence  to  the  state  legislature 
of  the  successes  of  the  state  uni- 
versities, something  he  said  will 
make  it  easier  to  gain  the  addi- 
tional funds  that  public  higher 
education  has  been  sorely  lack- 
ing. 

“Massachusetts  financial- 
ly, politically  or  emotionally  has 
never  truly  supported  secondary 
public  education,”  Freeland  said 
early  on  in  his  presentation. 

He  said  that  a terrible 


paradox  exists  where  funding 
doesn’t  go  to  need,  but  instead 
goes  to  success,  and  that  public 
higher  educational  institutions 
need  to  be  able  to  prove  their 
successes  in  order  to  increase 
their  aid  from  the  state. 

Freeland  said  that  pub- 
lic universities  won’t  get  more 
money  from  the  state  without 
accountability  strings  attached, 
an  incentive  that  follows  a na- 
tional trend  of  more  account- 
ability in  secondary  education. 

The  accountability  move- 
ment is  intended  to  quell  feel- 
ings that  students  are  not  pro- 
gressing to  meet  the  standards 
necessary  to  succeed  in  the  “real 
world”  through  their  secondary 
education  experience. 

Freeland  said  this  initia- 
tive will  build  a system  of  learn- 
ing outcome  assessments  that 
allows  Massachusetts  to  com- 
pare higher  education  results 
with  those  of  other  states. 

He  added  that  its  crucial 
that  the  programs  Massachu- 
setts undertake  are  faculty  led 
and  have  full  faculty  support. 

Coinciding  with  what 
Freeland  said  is  “an  urgent  need 
for  fundamental  change”  to  al- 
ter the  formula  for  why  Mas- 
sachusetts higher  public  educa- 
tion has  been  neglected  by  state 
government  for  so  long  is  the 
proposed  Vision  Project. 

Through  “learning  assess- 
ments,” the  goals  of  the  project 
are  to  improve  college  par- 
ticipation, college  completion, 
student  learning,  better  meet 
workforce  needs  and  close  the 
achievement  gap.  A sixth  goal 
of  civic  engagement  was  added 
to  The  Vision  Project  during  a 
meeting  on  Tuesday. 

Improving  the  graduation 
rate  and  closing  the  achieve- 
ment gap  seen  in  the  state  are 
two  of  the  project’s  ultimate 
objectives. 

After  receiving  LEAP 
state  status  from  the  Associa- 
tion of  American  Colleges  and 
Universities  (AAC&U)  in  Janu- 
ary, Freeland  and  the  Board  are 
looking  to  implement  a program 


photo  by  mass.edu 
Richard  Freeland  spoke  at 
WSU  on  the  future  of  pub- 
lic higher  education. 

of  assessments  at  the  campus 
level  to  better  measure  the  aca- 
demic progress  of  students. 

The  somewhat  muddled 
system  is  in  the  early  stages 
of  development  but  after  in- 
put from  working  groups  and 
committees,  Freeland  said  the 
plan  is  to  have  15  possible 
standardized  LEAP  rubric  cat- 
egories - standardized  VALUE 
Rubrics  to  determine  outcome 
goals  - such  as  “critical  think- 
ing” and  “effective  communi- 
cation” that  would  be  applied 
to  non-standardized  courses  in 
curriculums  across  the  state’s 
public  universities  and  commu- 
nity colleges. 

Freeland,  a controversial 
figure  whose  been  attacked  in 
the  media  as  an  overpaid  bu- 
reaucrat who  uses  taxpayer 
money  on  gas  and  tolls,  re- 
ceived an  array  of  skeptical  and 
heated  questions  and  comments 
during  the  question  and  answer 
session  that  followed  his  pre- 
sentation. 

In  response  to  major 
concerns  from  students  that 
this  type  of  assessment  system 
could  become  another  MCAS 
where  students  are  forced  to 
pass  a standardized  test  on  criti- 
cal thinking  and  quantitative 
reasoning  before  graduation. 
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Hello  everyone. 


I’m  sure  you  all  have  great  plans  for  Spring  Break,  and  I’m 
jealous  of  each  and  every  one  of  you  because  I’ll  be  sitting 
on  my  butt  all  week.  Of  course.  I’m  highly  looking  forward 
to  that. 

This  week  we  received  a complaint  about  content  printed  in 
the  paper.  Unfortunately,  it  wasn’t  in  the  form  of  a Letter  to 
the  Editor,  but  if  you  or  someone  you  know  wants  to  share 
their  opinion  on  something,  we  highly  encourage  you  to  send 
us  a Letter  to  the  Editor  so  that  we  can  print  it.  Who  knows,  ; 
maybe  there  are  a lot  of  other  people  on  campus  who  agree  , 
with  you?  Even  if  it  is  something  about  the  newspaper,  how 
win  we  know  to  fix  something  if  no  one  tell  us  what  the  prob-  ?; 
lem  is? 

And  if  you  haven’t  noticed,  our  A&E  section  is  lacking.  If 
you’re  interested  in  writing  something,  we’ll  gladly  answer  ^ 
any  questions  you  have  so  that  it  can  be  printed! 

Thank  you  all  for  reading  and  have  a safe  and  happy  Spring 
Break! 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 

sfahey5744@westfield.ma.edu  ^ 


Freeland  said  that  the  plan  is  not 
to  have  any  form  of  standard- 
ized testing. 

He  said  it’s  still  undeter- 
mined how  students  would  be 
affected  in  a classroom  setting, 
but  said  that  the  plan  would 
fundamentally  mean  applying 
a VALUE  Rubric  to  course  as- 
sigiunents  where  faculty  would 
look  differently  at  a student’s 
work  and  provide  a more  so- 
phisticated type  of  feedback. 

Concerns  raised  by  stu- 
dents and  faculty  during  the 
question  and  answer  session 
included  the  fact  that  this  type 
of  system  is  implying  that  pro- 
fessors aren’t  already  doing 
their  job  well  and  that  time  and 


money  should  be  focused  on 
finding  better  ways  to  persuade 
the  state  legislature  that  higher 
education  needs  more  funding 
rather  than  creating  a value  as- 
sessment system. 

Freeland  said  that  based 
on  his  experience  this  type  of 
system  is  the  best  option  he  sees 
available. 

“This  is  the  beginning  of 
a long  road  we’re  going  down,” 
Freeland  said  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  presentation. 

For  more  information 
on  LEAP  or  The  Vision  Proj- 
ect, visit  http;//www.mass.edu 
or  contact  Richard  Freeland  at 
commissioner.freeland@bhe. 
mass.edu. 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Campus 


5 


‘How  to  Prepare  and  Run  a 5k’ 

First  informational  talk  coming  to  Northampton 


Strides  will  be  hosting  an 
event  on  March  29,  2012  from 
6:00pm  until  7:30pm. 

This  event  is  geared  to- 
wards enabling  more  people  to 
train  and  run  a 5k  race. 

This  informational  talk 
will  help  runners  of  all  abilities 
train  for  5k  distance  events. 

Topics  such  as  training 
methods,  apparel,  registering 
for  a race,  and  the  actual  race 
day  will  be  discussed. 

In  addition  to  the  main 
talk  of  “How  to  Prepare  and  Run 
a 5k’’  by  Marissa  Bonito;  Syn- 
ergy’s Jim  Lyons  will  be  there 
to  talk  about  injury  prevention 
for  common  running  injuries. 
Annie  Ericson  of  Road  to  Well- 
ness will  be  discussing  the  lat- 
est techniques  of  body  work  in 
its  aid  to  the  performance  of 
running. 

Overall  this  event  can 
help  benefit  the  community  by 
promoting  physical  activity 


photo  by  woodwardschool.org 
through  a means  which  every 
one  of  all  ages  can  participate 
in. 

Running  can  help  bring 
a community  together,  and  this 
event  can  help  you  get  started 
so  you  can  be  apart  of  the  run- 
ning community  nearest  to  you. 

The  ‘How  to  Prepare  and 
Run  a 5k’  will  be  held  on  March 
29,  2012  at  Strides,  39  Carlon 
Drive,  Northampton. 

For  more  information, 
call  Marissa  Bonito  at  413-586- 
5000. 


Attention  Education  Majors  & Others 

Become  a Junior  Achievement  Presenter 
To  3rd  grade  classes  in  Westfield  schools 

3rd  grade  classes  at  Franklin  Avenue,  Highland,  Paper  Mill,  Southampton  Road 
Elementary  and  Munger  Hill  Elementary  schools  have  requested  the  Junior 
Achievement  program  for  their  class  this  spring.  The  Our  City  program  for  3rd 
graders  studies  careers,  the  skills  people  need  to  work  in  those  careers,  and  how 
businesses  contribute  to  a city.  Junior  Achievement  volunteers  facilitate  prepared 
lessons  leading  students  in  stimulating,  age  appropriate  activities  that  illustrate 
important  life  concepts. 

A one-hour  training  session  is  scheduled  and  materials  will  be  provided  - other 
sessions  may  be  held.  The  training  will  be  offered: 

March  21, 2012 
1:00  pm  - 2:00  pm 

Southampton  Road  Elementary  School 


You  only  need  to  attend  one  of  the  training  sessions.  Once  you  have  completed  the  training  you 
will  be  placed  at  a convenient  time  to  your  schedule  as  requested  by  our  classroom  teachers. 
Please  call  VIPS,  572-6345  or  email  vips@schoolsofwestfield.org  to  sign  up  for  the  training  or 
for  further  information. 


Come  and  Celebrate  “Navruz  - Spring  Festival” 


Navruz  (also  called  Noruz,  Nowruz,  Nowrooz,  and  Nawruz),  the  spring  “New  Year”  holiday,  has  been  celebrated  for  at  least  2,500  years. 
Originating  in  Persia  its  name  means  “new  day”  in  Farsi  because  for  ancient  Persians  it  marked  the  first  day  of  the  New  Year. 


Today,  Navruz  is  celebrated  each  year  on  March  21st  this  date  frequently  coincides  with  the  spring  equinox,  the  day  on  which  the  number 
of  daylight  hours  equals  the  number  of  nighttime  hours.  Celebrations  of  spring  are  a natural  outgrowth  of  the  Earth’s  rhythms.  Navruz  an- 
nounces the  joyful  awakening  of  nature  after  winter  and  the  beginning  of  the  agricultural  cycle  of  cultivating,  planting,  and  harvesting. 

Navruz  is  celebrated  in  Greater  Iran,  Caucasus,  and  Central  Asia.  It  is  a public  holiday  in:  Iran,  Tajikistan,  Uzbekistan,  Turkmenistan,  Af- 
ghanistan, Kazakhstan,  Kashmir  and  Kirgizstan.  Navruz  is  also  celebrated  by  Kurds  in  Iraq  and  Turkey  as  well  as  by  Parsis  in  India  and 
Pakistan. 


Light  refreshments  will  be  served  from  a local  restaurant  along  with  a brief  student  presentation  ofNarvus. 
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Competency  and  Conservatism:  Unacceptable 


i Letter  to  the  Editor 

Parking  tickets 


Brady  Kerr 
Voice  Reporter 


Rush  Limbaugh  has  him- 
self in  hot  water  with  his  recent 
comments  regarding  Sandra 
Fluke.  He  has  since  apologized 
for  calling  her  a slut  and/or  a 
prostitute. 

Ms . Fluke  is  a Law  student 
that  gave  personal  testimony  to 
the  United  States  Congress,  by 
request  of  Nancy  Pelosi.  This 
controversy  has  stemmed  from 
the  contraceptive  coverage  de- 
bate that  has  been  plaguing  our 
nation. 

Ms.  Fluke  testified  ac- 
cording to  her  sexual  frequency, 
that  the  cost  of  contraceptives 
to  her  was  a burden.  She  was 
obviously  a character  wimess 
supporting  a mandate  to  all  in- 
surance companies  to  provide 
birth  control  coverage. 

While  1 disagree  with  Ms. 
Fluke,  I find  Mr.  Limbaugh ’s 
comments  quite  offensive. 
There  is  no  place  for  words  like 
this  in  our  political  dialogue. 
Politics  is  not  for  the  faint  of 
heart,  however  we  caimot  have 
those  that  choose  to  speak  on 
public  matters,  afraid  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Limbaugh  went  after 
Ms.  Fluke  on  a personal  issue, 
using  a term  that  has  no  other 
implication  than  to  defame  an- 
other human  being. 

After  a few  days  of  pon- 
dering, even  the  ever  arrogant 
blow-hard.  Rush  Limbaugh  was 
forced  to  concede.  This  event 


compels  us  to  have  a dialogue 
on  the  nature  of  politics  in 
America. 

Americans  are  tired  of 
the  vitriolic  state  of  gover- 
nance that  currently  exists.  It  is 
hurting  us  on  almost  every  lev- 
el. If  you  disagree  with  some- 
one on  policy,  call  him  or  her  a 
name  or  level  an  accusation. 

This  level  of  negativity 
holds  us  back;  it  distracts  us 
from  what  is  really  important. 
We  know  that  our  country  needs 
help.  The  economy  is  in  terrible 
condition,  gas  prices  buoy  at  the 
mercy  of  the  middle  class  and 
uncertainty  is  in  the  air. 

The  average  American 
has  serious  doubts  about  their 
future.  Spending  is  out  of  con- 
trol. However,  if  we  look  at  get- 
ting the  most  out  of  our  money, 
were  not. 

The  United  States  is  fight- 
ing to  stay  on  top  and  avoid  the 
era  of  decline.  We  need  leaders, 
especially  those  elected  to  rep- 
resent us,  to  do  their  jobs.  The 
founders  set  up  this  system  of 
government  to  have  checks  and 
balances. 

The  bicameral  legisla- 
ture was  supposed  to  be  an  in- 
strument of  thoughtful  debate. 
When  a bill  passed  both  houses 
of  Congress  it  would  go  to  the 
president,  who  could  sign  it  into 
law,  or  veto  it. 

The  Judiciary  has  the 
power  to  interpret  legislation 
accordingly.  Our  proscribed 
branches  of  government  have 
been  manipulated  in  such  a 


way  as  to  provide  a setting  for 
the  growth  of  factions.  Factions 
that  James  Madison  once  said 
were  only  natural,  but  were  evil 
in  nature. 

Obviously  this  provides  a 
very  difficult  challenge  to  gov- 
ernment. If  we  can  figure  it  out, 
we  will  be  better  for  it.  How- 
ever, these  factions  are  not  of  an 
intellecmal  intent. 

They  are  built  upon  pow- 
erful factions  that  wUl  do  any- 
thing necessary  to  get  their  way. 
This  has  led  to  the  awful  state 
of  political  affairs  in  this  coun- 
try. Name-calling,  straw  man 
tactics,  and  deceit  have  become 
rampant. 

What  does  this  have  to 
do  with  the  current  controversy 
over  Mr.  Limbaugh’s  state- 
ments? Everything.  Ms.  Fluke 
was  viscously  attacked  for 
speaking  her  mind. 

While  disagreeable  to  rne, 
it  is  still  a valid  opinion.  Liberty 
is  a slippery  slope  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Limbaugh’s  com- 
ments are  absolutely  disgusting. 
They  lack  standards  of  decency 
that  are  deserved  by  all.  The 
comments  are  ungentlemanly 
and  without  virtue. 

It  pains  me  to  acknowl- 
edge that  the  First  Amendment 
to  the  United  States  Constitu- 
tion provides  defense  for  his 
words. 

I agree  that  he  has  the 
right  to  say  them,  but  I harken 
back  to  an  old  adage;  if  you 
don’t  have  anything  nice  to  say, 
then  don’t  say  anything  at  all. 

American  political  de- 
bate deserves  eloquence;  it  is 
the  only  way  to  get  things  done. 
His  comments  bring  harm  upon 
the  viability  of  liberty  in  a just 
society. 

Mr.  Limbaugh,  next  time 
you  choose  to  opine,  I want  you 
to  remember  the  sacrifices  made 
by  those  in  defense  of  a right, 
that  for  some,  is  only  a privi- 
lege. Voltaire  once  said;  “I  do 
not  agree  with  what  you  have  to 
say,  but  I’ll  defend  to  the  death 
your  right  to  say  it.” 


Laura  Campbell 


Parking  ticket:  A notice 
telling  a driver  of  a fine  imposed 
for  parking  illegally,  typically 
attached  to  a car  windshield. 

This  is  a definition  I think 
any  Westfield  student  is  guaran- 
teed to  know,  and  learn  to  seri- 
ously hate. 

Those  bright  green  slips 
that  appear  on  your  car  when- 
ever you  let  your  vehicle  out  of 
your  sight  is  well  known  by  all 
everyone  on  campus. 

I think  it’s  the  way  West- 
field  can  say  to  the  students, 
“HAHA,  @#$%  YOU  COL- 
LEGE STUDENT.” 

I understand  that  parking 
illegally  is  against  the  law  and 
results  in  a fine. 

However,  there  should  be 
limits  to  how  and  when  these 
$15.00  money  takers  should  be 
given  out. 

For  goodness  sakes,  it  is 
a small  college  campus,  not  a 
major  city  where  unlawfully 
parked  cars  actually  get  in  the 
way  of  important  things. 

The  Westfield  State  park- 
ing police  love  writing  tickets 
at  all  points  in  their  day;  it  is 
almost  as  if  they  have  a sixth 
sense  when  one  car  is  out  of  its 
place. 

Once  I parked  my  car 
in  the  parking  lot  outside  of 
Old  Apartments  (Main  Lot) 
where  I actually  live  for  a 
half  hour  in  between  class  and 
work  so  that  I could  make  it  on 
time. 

The  parking  police 
wouldn’t  dare  let  me  get  away 
with  that  one. 

No  sooner  than  a half  hour 
later,  there  was  one  of  those  dis- 
gusting bright  green  tickets. 

Don’t  get  me  started  about 
how  I got  a ticket  on  a Sunday. 
Hello,  it  is  a Sunday. 

Do  you  have  nothing  bet- 
ter do  to  with  your  time  than 
check  every  single  car  individu- 


ally in  hopes  of  ruining  some- 
one’s day  with  a $15  fine? 

$15  is  a lot  of  money  in 
college  money. 

$15  is  pretty  much  equiv- 
alent to  three  5 dollar  boxes  at 
taco  bell  or  an  18  pack  of  beer 
at  Tobacco  Bam. 

While  waiting  for  the  bus 
to  go  to  333  out  front  of  Scan- 
lon, I single-handedly  watched 
a parking  cop  give  a parking 
ticket  to  a car  where  the  girl  was 
standing  right  next  to  it. 

She  asked  him  why  she 
got  it  and  he  continued  to  walk 
away  and  just  pointed  to  the  sign 
that  said  it  was  visitor  parking 
for  only  about  20  minutes. 

What  a nice  guy. 

Really  seems  like  he  is 
here  to  keep  Westfield  students 
safe  and  sound. 

Another  bone  I have  to 
pick  with  the  parking  at  West- 
field  is  that  I should  be  allowed 
to  park  outside  of  the  apartment 
that  I live  in  and  not  a mile 
down  the  road,  which  is  so  in- 
convenient when  there  is  a half 
empty  parking  lot  next  to  my 
apartment. 

There  is  absolutely  no 
need  to  save  the  entire  parking 
lot  for  education  majors  be- 
cause there  are  only  about  10 
spaces  that  actually  need  to  be 
saved  for  those  students. 

That  is  one  row;  the  rest 
should  be  left  first  come  first 
serve. 

I live  there  too. 

I want  to  be  able  to  safely 
park  right  near  my  apartment. 

I work  until  2:30  in  the 
morning  and  want  to  be  able 
to  park  outside  old  apartments 
without  having  to  worry  about 
the  Westfield  parking  police 
creeping  around  .at  5 ajn.  to 
give  out  tickets. 

My  advice  to  these  ticket 
loving  police  is  to  save  paper 
and  pay  attention  to  the  offenses 
that  acmally  matter  on  campus 
or  cars  that  are  acmaUy  in  the 
way  of  anything. 


The  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  The  Westfield  Voice 
do  not  reflect  those  of  the  staff 
or  of  the  university  as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content  in  this 
newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your  own  opinion, 
send  a "letter  to  the  editor”  to: 
thevoice@mstfield.  ma.  edu. 
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Ramblings  from  a Noninterventionist 

By;  Rob  Donoghue  Managing  Editor 


With  cute  cartoons  like  Madeline,  The  Donoghue  Re- 
port wonders  how  anyone  could  hate  the  French. 


As  a kid,  I only  had  posi- 
tive associations  with  the  coun- 
try of  France. 

French  fries,  French  toast, 
the  Madeline  cartoon  series... 
the  land  of  the  Eiffel  Tower 
seemed  like  a great  place  to 
me. 

But  something  funny  hap- 
pened as  I became  a little  older. 
People  started  calling  French 
fries  “Freedom  fries.” 

Target  started  to  get  a bad 
reputation  and  even  Madeline 
got  cancelled...  okay,  so  that 
last  part  might  not  be  true. 

But  the  point  is  that  all 
of  a sudden  the  beret  and  scarf 
wearing  country  of  France  (is 
that  a stereotype?)  became  an 
enemy  country  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people  around  me. 

Rude.  Arrogant.  Whin- 
ers. Losers.  American  haters. 
Socialists.  Cry  babies.  Snobs. 
Smelly.  Lazy.  Scaredy  cats. 

Where  did  these  stereo- 
types come  from  and  why  do 
so  many  Americans  hate  the 
French? 

If  you  type  in  the  phrase 
“why  people  hate  the...”  on 
Google,  the  fourth  highest 
ranked  search  is  “why  people 
hate  the  French”  (the  top  ranked 


search  is  “why  people  hate  the 
Patriots,”  a nice  source  of  local 
pride). 

But  even  the  infinite  wis- 
dom of  Google  lacks  any  suf- 
ficient answer  to  the  question 
I’ve  been  pondering  lately. 

Can  the  people  of  France 
really  be  ruder  than  the  aver- 
age person  you  walk  by  on  the 
streets  of  New  York  City? 

I highly  doubt  it. 

Do  we  hate  the  French 
because  they  have  the  highest 
ranked  healthcare  system  in  the 
world  according  to  the  World 
Health  Organization? 

Do  Americans  secretly 
envy  the  numerous  social  ben- 
efits that  French  citizens  get  in 
terms  of  not  only  healthcare, 
but  also  everyday  benefits  that 
all  workers  receive? 

Or  do  we  hate  the  fact 
that  they  pay  higher  taxes  than 
we  do? 

Do  we  hate  that  the  French 
have  a higher  life  expectancy 
than  we  do  as  Americans? 

Do  Americans  hate  the 
fact  that  the  French  secondary 
education  system  is  much  more 
affordable  (if  not  free)  than  the 
United  States’  system? 

And  while  a doctor  in 


France,  for  example,  may  not 
make  as  much  money  as  their 
American  counterparts,  the 
French  doctor  will  be  able  to  go 
through  medical  school  with- 
out paying  much  at  all  while  an 
American  doctor  will  rack  up 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars in  loans...  is  that  why  we 
hate  the  French? 

Do  we  hate  the  fact  that 
the  French  work  a maximum 
35-hour  workweek? 

Or  that  all  full-time  em- 
ployees are  required  to  take  five 
weeks  off  for  vacation  while 
many  workers  are  given  eight 
weeks  of  vacation  time  each 
year? 

Or  is  it  that  most  people 
don’t  actually  know  any  of 
these  things  about  the  country  of 
France  and  they  hate  the  French 
for  some  other  reasons. . . 

Do  people  resent  France 
because  they  opposed  our  in- 
volvement in  the  Iraq  War  in 
2003? 

Are  we  angry  that  France 
didn’t  support  our  invasion  of 
the  country  because  they  were 
more  skeptical  about  Iraq’s  pos- 
session of  weapons  of  mass  de- 
struction than  we  were? 

Are  we  upset  that  the 


French  refused  to  support  us 
in  a war  that  we  entered  under 
false  pretenses? 

Are  we  angry  that  they 
were  right?  I just  can’t  pinpoint 
the  cause  for  why  so  many 
Americans  seem  to  despise  the 
French. 

Thanks  to  Westfield  State 
University  and  President  Evan 
Dobelle,  I,  along  with  three 
other  WSU  students,  will  have 
the  opportunity  of  a lifetime 
to  spend  the  week  after  Spring 
Break  in  Paris  attending  the 
“Globalization  and  the  Media” 
International  Seminar  spon- 
sored by  the  Paris  Center  for  the 
Study  of  International  Commu- 
nications. 

While  learning  about  rap- 
id globalization  and  the  future 


of  media  technology,  I’ll  also 
have  the  chance  to  see  firsthand 
what  the  people  of  France  are 
really  like. 

I hope  to  conduct  many 
interviews  to  gain  insight  on  the 
lives  of  the  French  people  and 
better  understand  their  political 
and  healthcare  systems. 

I’ll  be  writing  throughout 
the  trip  and  will  have  a lot  to 
say  when  1 get  back  to  campus 
in  two  weeks.  I’m  extremely 
excited  and  greatly  apprecia- 
tive for  the  opportunity  that’s  in 
front  of  me. 

Hey,  if  nothing  else  we 
should  at  least  get  to  know 
the  people  we’re  calling  dirty 
Frenchies  before  we  bone-head- 
edly  make  false  generalizations, 
right? 


Big  things  to  come  for  Washington  intern 


Alex  Myers 
Washington 
Correspondent 


Hello  Westfield! 

This  will  be  my  last  ar- 
ticle before  you  all  go  on  Spring 
Break  - and  unfortunately  I 
don’t.  So  even  though  I don’t 
have  much  to  say,  I wanted  to 
give  you  all  a preview  of  what 
I will  be  writing  about  upon 


your  return. 

I’m  sure  there  are  a lot  of 
American  Idol  fans  on  campus. 
I am  one  myself. 

There  is  an  event  called 
Malaria  No  More  and  three  for- 
mer American  Idol  contestants 
will  be  performing  there. 

Elliot  Yamin,  Jason  Castro 
and  Melinda  Doolittle;  do  those 
names  sound  familiar?  They 
made  it,  I think,  to  the  third  and 
fourth  rounds  in  their  respective 
seasons.  And  I’m  going  to  be 


interviewing  them.  I’m  nervous 
and  excited  - I can’t  wait  to  see 
what  happens. 

I also  have  something  else 
up  my  sleeve,  but  it’s  not  set  in 
stone  yet,  so  I don’t  want  to  Jinx 
it  by  saying  what  it  is.  But  of 
course  I’ll  let  you  all  know  if/ 
when  it  is  definitely  happening. 

So,  when  you  all  get  back 
from  Spring  Break,  you  will 
hear  all  about  my  little  adven- 
ture. Have  a safe  and  happy 
break. 


Do  you  agree  or  disagree 
with  something  that  you  read 
in  The  Westfield  Voice! 

Send  a letter  to  the  editor  to 
thevoice  @ westfield.ma  .edu 
to  have  your  voice  heard! 
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The  Apple  Manifesto:  Too  many  iPhone  users  for  me  to  stay  on  the  wagon 


photo  by  appleinsider.com 

Nowadays  it  seems  like  everywhere  you  look,  every- 
one has  an  iPhone. 


Joshua  Clark 
Voice  Reporter 


I first  jumped  on  the  Ap- 
ple bandwagon  in  2005  when  I 
discovered  the  Mac.  My  dad,  a 
twenty-year  PC  user  at  the  time, 
had  passed  down  his  old  PCs 
to  my  sister  and  I when  he  got 
a new  one,  so  I never  saw  the 
need  to  look  at  the  Mac’s  amaz- 
ing OS,  stunning  graphics,  and 
lightning  fast  processors  (which 
at  the  time  were  painfully  slow 
compared  to  today’s  standards). 

I don’t  remember  how  I 
discovered  it  or  why  I hadn’t 
before,  but  I started  researching 
the  Macs  and  talking  my  dad  up 
to  getting  me  one. 

He  cut  a deal  with  me.  If 
I went  two  terms  in  a row  with 
high  honors  on  my  report  card, 
he’ll  buy  me  a Mac.  When  I ful- 
filled my  end  of  the  bargain,  he 
fulfilled  his. 

I still  remember  the  day, 
April  12,  2007.  We  went  to 
CompUSA  (the  Apple  Store 
hadn’t  opened  in  the  Holyoke 
Mall  yet)  and  when  I was  posed 
with  the  choice  of  the  MacBook 
or  the  iMac,  I chose  the  Mac- 
Book. 

A few  months  after  I got 
my  MacBook.  the  iPhone  was 


announced. 

With  it’s  beautiful  touch- 
screen display,  simple  design, 
and  iOS  software,  the  iPhone 
was  marveled  by  the  world  as 
the  new  gold  standard  in  mobile 
devices. 

For  months , I shunned  the 
iPhone  because  I thought  it  was 
hard  to  use,  uncooperative,  and 
at  the  same,  almost  annoyingly 
perfect. 

This  resulted  in  suggest- 
ing to  my  friends  not  to  get  the 
iPhone  and  go  for  something 
from  RIM,  the  makers  of  the 
BlackBerry. 

Fast  forward  to  junior 
year  of  high  school.  I started 
working  so  I had  a little  bit  of 
spare  cash  so  I bought  a Black- 
Berry  Curve. 

I fell  in  love  with  it,  if  you 
could  so  with  a phone.  The  only 
thing  that  I did  on  my  phone  up 
to  that  point  was  texting,  and 
the  Curve  did  it  so  well  that  I 
didn’t  think  that  I could  use  any 
other  phone. 

When  it  started  failing 
me  last  year,  I decided  to  shop 
around.  I still  loved  BlackBerry 
and  its  products,  but  I wanted  to 
look  at  the  competition  before  I 
made  a decision. 

I walked  into  the  AT&T 
store  and  actually  ended  up 
leaving  with  an  iPhone.  While  I 


had  shunned  it  up  to  that  point, 
the  phone  got  better  with  time, 
and  I felt  that  I should  give  it  a 
shot. 

When  I returned  to  school 
on  Monday,  I noticed  that  not 
too  many  people  had  iPhones. 
It  was  still  a novelty  item,  so  I 
started  liking  it  even  more. 

Part  of  my  attraction  to 
the  item  was  the  common  ma- 
terialistic-consumer attitude.  “If 
everyone  else  has  it,  I have  to,” 
was  running  through  my  head 
as  I looked  around  at  the  Black- 
Berries,  Droids,  and  other  cell 
phones  that  people  were  carry- 
ing around. 

Although  I had  been  hav- 
ing trouble  adjusting  to  the 
touchscreen  (especially  in  the 
way  of  texting),  I loved  the 
Internet  functionality,  ease-of- 
use  of  the  Facebook  and  Twit- 
ter apps,  and  the  games  on  the 
phone. 

When  p)eople  came  up  to 
me  now,  I told  them  to  go  for 
the  iPhone. 

As  time  went  on,  I started 
seeing  more  and  more  people 
with  the  iPhone.  Once  I got  to 
Westfield  State,  the  number  of 
iPhones  I noticed  people  with 
skyrocketed. 

It’s  almost  like  people 
feel  they  shouldn’t  bother  using 
a phone  unless  it’s  an  iPhone. 


Just  the  last  week  in  my 
Psychology  class,  I noticed  five 
people  within  a five-foot  radius 
of  me  with  an  iPhone  not  in- 
cluding myself. 

I’m  all  for  the  prosper- 
ity of  Apple,  but  at  $300  each, 
Apple  made  $1 ,800  on  those  six 
iPhones.  And  that’s  not  all. 

I walked  down  the  hall- 
way after  class,  and  almost  all 
of  the  people  I passed  by  were 
using  their  iPhones. 

People  I pass  by  in  dining 
commons  are  more  likely  to  be 
playing  with  their  iPhones  while 
waiting  in  line  at  the  Exhibition 
Island  than  playing  with  another 
phone. 


Droid  users  would  argue 
that  I’m  just  noticing  all  of  these 
iPhones  because  I have  one  my- 
self. Not  true. 

As  I’m  writing  this  in  the 
Library,  ten  out  of  about  fifteen 
people  within  my  sight  have  iP- 
hones next  to  them  or  are  using 
them.  In  my  news  feed  on  Face- 
book  as  I’m  writing,  six  stories 
are  posted  from  an  iPhone. 

While  technology  is 
great,  and  don’t  get  me  wrong, 
the  iPhone  is  the  gold  standard 
of  mobile  device  technology,  its 
ubiquity  is  very  telling. 

When  my  mobile  phone 
contract  is  up.  I’m  going  back 
to  the  BlackBerry. 


Plenty  of  ways  for  graduates  to  improve  their  job  search  possibilities 


Vanessa  Dion 


The  end  of  a college  se- 
mester is  stressful  for  every 
student  on  campus.  We  all  have 
our  reasons,  whether  they  are 
assignments,  finals,  or  job  hunt- 
ing. 

This  last  one  is  very  im- 
portant, yet  it  tends  to  get  pushed 
aside  because  assignments  and 
finals  are  happening  right  now, 
and  as  college  students  we  usu- 
ally focus  on  the  present  before 
the  future. 

However,  if  there’s  one 
thing  that  I’ve  learned  over  the 


past  few  months  and  will  con- 
tinue to  learn  in  the  months  to 
come,  it  is  that  finding  that  first 
job  related  to  my  major  is  not 
easy. 

For  the  past  few  months 
I’ve  used  a number  of  the  job 
searching  links  provided  at 
www.westfield.ma.edu/ca- 
reercenter,  CraigsList,  and  job 
searches  on  newspaper  web- 
sites. 

As  someone  who  is  head- 
ing back  to  my  small  home- 
town in  Berkshire  County  after 
school.  I’m  not  having  the  best 
of  luck  finding  writing  or  edit- 
ing positions.  But  I’m  not  giv- 


ing up,  and  neither  should  any- 
one else. 

There  are  plenty  of  things 
that  we  can  all  do  as  students, 
no  matter  what  year,  to  make 
ourselves  more  marketable 
when  the  time  comes  to  look 
for  jobs.  It’s  a pretty  standard 
requirement  to  have  an  intern- 
ship before  you  graduate.  My 
advice:  do  two,  or  three.  The 
more  experience  you  have,  the 
better  you  look  to  a potential 
employer. 

Job  fairs  pop  up  all  the 
time;  and  they’re  a great  way  to 
see  what  kinds  of  jobs  are  out 
there  waiting  for  you  right  now. 


Don’t  limit  yourself  to 
the  fairs  at  Westfield  State,  ei- 
ther. There  are  plenty  of  col- 
leges near  us  that  will  have  fairs 
with  companies  that  may  not  be 
at  ours. 

One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant things  to  do  is  network.  You 
can  find  connections  in  the  most 
unexpected  ways.  Just  the  other 
day  I was  interviewing  a writer, 
and  after  an  hour  and  a half,  he 
asked  me  to  keep  in  touch  with 
him  so  that  he  could  help  me  in 
my  writing  career. 

Build  up  your  connec- 
tions; you  never  know  when  or 
how  you  might  need  them. 


These  things  may  seem 
scary  to  some  people  and  others 
may  not  think  that  they  need  to 
do  all  of  them.  Trust  me,  they 
can  only  help  you. 

Do  I wish  that  I had  a 
job  in  my  field  right  away?  Of 
course. 

Do  I feel  completely 
discouraged  that  I don’t?  No. 
I have  an  alternative  plan,  one 
that  includes  constant  network- 
ing, and  a lot  of  submissions. 

Just  because  we’re  gradu- 
ating, doesn’t  mean  that  the 
work  stops.  Give  yourself  a 
goal  and  don’t  stop  until  you 
reach  it. 
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Your  money  matters:  Easy  ways  to  save  money  daily,  weekly,  monthly,  yearly 


photo  by  paranormalknowledge  .com 
As  college  students,  it’s  important  to  know  how  to  save 
what  little  money  we  have. 


A message  from  the 
Attourney  General’s 
Office 

It  is  amazing  how  fast 
money  dwindles  away  without 
you  even  realizing  it. 

Have  you  ever  been 
shocked  to  find  out  how  low 
your  checking  account  balance 
was,  and  then  when  you  looked 
at  your  monthly  statement,  all 
you  saw  were  $3  and  $4  food 
and  drink  purchases  that  added 
up  to  $70, $80, $100? 

How  about  at  the 
convenience  store  when  you 
only  need  three  things  and 
it  add  up  to  $25?  Most  often 
it  is  the  unfortunate  reality 
that  things  cost  more  than 
originally  anticipated  and  then 
overspending  occurs. 

Fortunately,  there  are 
some  suggestions  you  can  take 
advantage  of  on  a daily,  weekly, 
monthly,  and  even  yearly  basis 
without  having  to  change  your 
routine  a whole  lot,  but  that 
won’t  break  the  bank  either. 

DailyAVeekly;  The  easiest 
way  to  save  money  on  a daily 
or  weekly  basis  is  to  figure  out 
what  you  buy  every  day,  and 
just  make  it  less  expensive. 

The  purchases  that  college 
students  seem  to  spend  most  on 
daily  are  food  and  beverages, 
especially  in  the  morning. 

It’s  not  an  unfamiliar 


scenario  that  college  students 
are  up  late  working  on  soon-to- 
be-due  assignments,  and  then 
find  themselves  running  to  the 
nearest  barista  to  get  a morning 
cup  of  coffee  and  a bagel. 

This  habit  can  wind  up 
costing  you  nearly  $5  each  day, 
but  there  is  an  easy  solution.  It 
is  much  more  cost  efficient  to 
brew  your  own  coffee  and  make 
your  own  bagel. 

The  average  pound  of 
coffee  beans  costs  around  $8 
and  that  will  make  at  least  30 
cups  of  coffee,  versus  buying 
a small  coffee  everyday  which 
costs  $2. 

That  means,  in  one 
month’s  time,  on  the  same  cup 
of  morning  coffee,  you  could 
spend  $8  or  $40.  If  you  don’t 
have  a coffee  maker  or  toaster, 
or  you  don’t  have  a kitchen,  you 
can  always  utilize  the  dining 
hall  as  well. 

These  examples  are  used 
to  illustrate  methods,  but  the 
logic  applies  to  any  food  or 
drink  purchase  made  daily. 

If  you  do  this  everyday, 
you  could  find  yourself  saving 
a large  amount  of  money  every 
week. 

Monthly:  An  exorbitant 
amount  of  money  that  is  lost 
on  a monthly  basis  by  college 
students  is  at  the  convenience 
store. 

Many  food  and  household 
items,  such  as  cereal,  laundry 


detergent,  shampoo,  and 
toothpaste  are  available  at 
convenience  stores  that  are 
often  much  closer  to  a college 
campus  than  a regular  grocery 
store  or  large  retailer. 

While  they  are 
‘convenient’  because  of  their 
proximity  to  campus,  the  items 
are  consistently  more  expensive 
than  at  a traditional  grocery 
store,  and  by  a considerable 
amount. 

In  some  instances,  cereal 
can  range  anywhere  from 
$l-$3  more,  laundry  detergents 
anywhere  from  $3-$6  more, 
toothpaste,  shampoo,  and  other 
toiletries  anywhere  from  $.50- 
$3,  and  for  the  same  products. 

If  you  have  access  to 
large  grocery  stores  or  retailers, 
you  will  find  much  better  deals 
there.  Also,  when  at  all  possible, 
buy  generic  brands  of  common 
items;  it  will  save  you  a bundle. 

Semester/Yearly.- 

There  are  two  huge  ways 
to  save  money  on  a yearly 
basis. 

1.)  Buy  your  textbooks 
used  and  from  online  retailers. 
Prices  for  textbooks  have 
become  very  high,  and  can 
shoot  up  to  over  $200  for  a 
single  book. 

Often,  students  buy  an 
expensive  textbook  thinking 
they  can  at  least  redeem  some 
value  by  selling  it  back  at  the 
end  of  the  semester,  only  to 


find  that  the  book  now  has  an 
updated  edition  and  cannot  be 
bought  back. 

Buying  books  online  can 
save  you  hundreds  of  dollars  per 
semester.  Also,  there  are  many 
books  that  might  have  several 
updated  editions  because  of 
something  insignificant,  like 
a single  picture  was  changed 
or  two  pages  of  content  added 
somewhere. 

Always  ask  your  professor 
first,  but  many  times  you  can 
find  older  editions  of  textbooks 
that  are  much  cheaper  and  are 
perfectly  acceptable  for  class 


use. 

2.)  Select  less  expensive 
housing  while  in  school.  Not  all, 
but  many  schools  have  different 
costs  associated  with  different 
residence  halls.  Depending  on 
the  number  of  roommates  or 
included  amenities,  room  rates 
on  a single  college  campus  can 
differ  by  thousands  of  dollars 
per  semester. 

For  instance,  choosing 
a double-room  in  an  older 
building  rather  than  a single 
room  in  the  newest  building 
could  save  you  up  to  $2,000  per 
semester. 


SGA  President  encourages  students  to  participate  and  get  involved 


■ continued  from  page  1 

ages  students  to  ask  questions 
or  talk  to  himself  or  any  SGA 
member  regarding  any  West- 
field  issues  that  arise. 

Cimaglia  said  that  he 
hoped  this  address  will  encour- 
age student-wide  involvement 
and  interaction  with  student 
leaders,  a bond  that  Cimaglia 
said  has  been  lacking  in  years 
past. 


“1  think  the  entire  cam- 
pus, particularly  faculty  and 
staff,  will  benefit  from  hearing 
a formal  and  organized  presen- 
tation from  a student,”  Cimaglia 
said. 

Cimaglia  said  that  he 
hopes  his  speech  will  shed 
light  on  the  Student  Govern- 
ment Association  and  encour- 
age students  to  participate  in 
elections  with  their  professors’ 
support. 

He  said  that  he  would 


love  to  see  “debates  and  hot- 
ly contested  SGA  elections” 
where  more  students  get  in- 
volved and  run  for  the  various 
offices. 

After  more  than  1 ,000 
ballots  were  cast  in  the  SGA 
elections  last  spring,  Cimaglia 
said  that  he  hopes  even  more 
students  will  get  involved  and 
vote  during  this  April’s  elec- 
tion. 

But  while  SGA  isn’t 
something  for  all  students,  Ci- 


maglia said  that  every  student 
has  a place  on  campus  and 
there  is  something  for  every 
student  to  become  involved 
with. 

Cimaglia  challenged 
students  to  find  their  niche 
and  sense  of  purpose  by 
getting  involved  in  something 
new. 

“In  order  to  find  a new 
comfort  zone  you  need  to 
leave  your  old  one,”  Cimaglia 
said. 


Concluding  with  the 
popular  phrase  “We  are  West- 
field,”  Cimaglia  said  that  ev- 
eryone at  WSU  has  a common 
bond  and  should  be  proud  to  be 
a part  of  the  Westfield  commu- 
nity. 

Rob  Donoghue 
Managing  Editor 

rdonoghue6814@ 

westfield.ma.edu 
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Your  money  matters:  Student  loans  and  knowing  your  options 


A message  from  the 
Attourney  General’s 
Office 


For  many,  affording  a 
college  education  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult. 

Whether  you’re  looking 
towards  graduation  and 
thinking  about  how  you  are 
going  to  pay  off  your  loans,  or 
you’re  interested  in  obtaining 
a loan  now,  it  is  important  to 
understand  your  options  in  the 
loan  market. 

While  every  loan  is 
different,  they  are  all  similar 
in  that  loans  are  borrowed 
money  that  must  be  paid  back, 
with  interest,  after  you  have 
left  school  or  completed  your 
education. 

The  most  significant 
variation  between  loans  is  the 
source  of  the  money:  loans  are 


either  public  and  come  from 
the  federal  government,  or  are 
private  and  are  funded  by  private 
companies  or  corporations. 


If  you  are  just  beginning  the 
loan  process,  the  first  step  you 
should  take  is  to  check  if  you 
are  eligible  for  a public  loan. 

Public  loans  are  often 
preferable  because  they  have 


low  interest  rates,  which  are 
set  and  capp)ed  by  the  federal 
government. 

To  check  your  public 


loan  eligibility,  you  will  need 
to  fill  out  a Free  Application  for 
Federal  Student  Aid  which  can 
be  done  on  the  FAFSA  website 
(www.fafsa.ed.gov). 

If  you  do  not  qualify  for 


a public  loan,  you  should  then 
begin  the  application  process 
for  private  loans,  which  are 
available  through  most  banks 


and  lending  agencies. 

Repayment  of  your 
loans  usually  begins  six  or 
nine  months  upon  the  end  of 
your  education,  whether  you 
graduate  or  simply  leave  school 


early.  It  is  important  to  stick  to 
your  repayment  schedule  and 
to  make  the  payments  in  full 
and  on  time.  If  you  don’t,  you 
may  end  up  in  default,  which 
will  have  serious  and  long-term 
consequences. 

Damaging  your  credit 
early  on  could  negatively  impact 
you  later  when  you  would  like 
to  purchase  a car  or  a home. 

If  you  received  public 
loans  during  school , you  have  the 
option  to  consolidate  different 
types  of  federal  loans  in  order 
to  simplify  your  repayment 
process.  Loan  consolidation 
offers  benefits  such  as  a fixed 
interest  rate  and  the  opportunity 
to  make  only  one  payment  per 
month. 

For  more  information  on 
loan  consolidation,  to  apply  for 
a Direct  Loan  Consolidation,  or 
for  repayment  plans  for  Direct 
Consolidation  Loans,  visit 
www.loanconsoIidation  .ed  .gov. 


Repayment  Plan* 

Description 

Standard 

Pay  a fixed  amount  each  month  for  ten  years 

Graduated 

Payments  start  out  low  in  the  beginning  of  ten  year 
payment  period  and  gradually  increase 

Extended 

Payments  are  extended  beyond  standard  pay  period, 
usually  12-30  years 

Income-sensitive 

Monthly  payments  are  adjusted  depending  on  annual 
income 

*For  Non-Consolidated  Loans 


ALUMNI  RELATIONS,  THE  CAREER  CENTER,  AND  ACADEMIC  AFFAIRS  PRESENT 


Join  Westfield  State  Alumni  for  a networking  m^!  Alumni  from  various  careers  in  each  field  will  be  coming  to  campus  to  meet  with  our  students  in  T® 
a “speed  networking”  style  event  Spend  an  evaiing  learning  about  the  great  career  opportunities  out  there  for  various  majors  and  find  what  mi^t  ^ 
be  your  next  step  after  graduation! 


STATE  UNIVERSITY 

-. ■■  ■■  futatdei  i8jS 


5:30-7;30PM  { Scanlon  Living  Room 


ENVIitOttMEIfrAi.  SfHCHC£ 
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By  Matthew  Futte 
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Mitt  Romney  - 


Bom  in  Detroit,  Michigan 
as  the  son  of  state  gover- 
nor (and  former  Presiden- 
tial candidate)  George 
Romney,  Willard  Mitt 
Romney  was  destined 
to  follow  in  his  father’s 
path  as  a politician.  Mitt 
received  his  undergradu- 
ate degree  in  1971  from 
Brigham  Young  Universi- 
ty and  completed  both  his 
law  degree  and  M.B.A. 
in  business  at  Harvard 
in  1975.  He  started  his 
career  in  business  as  a 
management  consultant 
for  Bain  & Co.,  dramati- 
cally increasing  his  stat- 
ure and  founding  Bain 
Capital  investment  firm 
in  1984.  After  success  in 

facts  courtesy  i 


m March  12,  1947 

the  investment  industry, 
Romney  set  his  sights 
on  politics,  losing  to  in- 
cumbent Ted  Kennedy 
in  the  1994  race  for  the 
Senate  seat  of  Massachu- 
setts. One  of  his  proudest 
achievements  came  in 
2002  when  he  presided 
over  the  Winter  Olympic 
Games  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
converting  a major  finan- 
cial crisis  into  a success 
for  the  city.  Proving  his 
ability  to  lead,  Romney 
won  a bid  to  become  the 
governor  of  Massachu- 
setts in  2003.  He  served 
one  term  as  governor  be- 
fore attempting  to  gain  the 
Republican  nomination 
in  the  2008  Presidential 
race,  losing  to  John  Mc- 
Cain in  a close  second. 
Romney’s  prospects  for 
victory  of  the  Republican 
nomination  in  the  2012 
race  seem  more  promis- 
ing, recently  winning  six 
out  of  eleven  state  prima- 
ries held  on  Super  Tues- 
day and  pulling  ahead  of 
his  strongest  opponent, 
Rick  Santorum. 


Invention  of  telephone  - March  10, 1876 


A simple  twang  heard  by 
inventor  Alexander  Gra- 
ham Bell  inspired  arguably 
the  most  important  inven- 
tion of  the  19th  century. 
When  working  to  improve 
the  technological  abilities 
of  the  telegram  through  the 
use  of  harmonics.  Bell  dis- 
covered audible  messages 
could  be  sent  over  the 
same  wires.  He  followed 
this  discovery  by  investi- 
gating if  the  same  electri- 
cal apparatus  he  developed 
to  improve  the  telegram 
could  be  used  to  transmit 
the  sound  of  his  voice.  On 
March  10,  1876,  Bell’s 
suspicions  proved  correct 
in  his  Boston  lab,  send- 
ing the  first  message  by 


telephone  to  his  assistant 
Thomas  Watson;  “Mr.  Wat- 
son, come  here-  I want  to 
see  you.”  Bell  wrote  about 
this  moment  in  his  labora- 
tory Journal,  describing  the 
frantic  joy  that  ensued  after 
Watson  repeated  the  words 
spoken  into  the  telephone. 
Both  men  switched  places 
(one  man  speaking  into 
the  microphone,  the  other 
sitting  by  the  speaker)  to 
ensure  their  discovery  was 
not  a fluke.  Though  this 
moment  is  considered  the 
first  “phone  call,”  it  does 
not  exist  without  some 
controversy:  some  believe 
that  Bell  stole  some  ideas 
for  the  telephone  from  fel- 
low inventor  Elisha  Gray. 
The  subsequent  fight  be- 
tween these  two  men  for 
a patent  of  the  telephone 
(which  Bell  eventually 
won)  is  often  left  out  of 
history  books,  but  works 
as  an  effective  foreshadow 
of  future  debates  between 
inventors  for  patents  of 
important  products  like  the 
automobile  and  personal 
computer. 


facts  courtesy  of  wired.com 


Charlie  Parker  - Died  March  12, 1955 


Contributing  a new  style 
and  emotion  to  jazz  with 
his  co-founding  of  bebop, 
alto  saxophonist  Charlie 
“Bird”  Parker  is  highly 
regarded  as  one  of  the 
greatest  jazz  musicians  to 
have  ever  lived.  Raised 
in  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
during  the  “Roaring  ‘20s,” 
Parker  was  exposed  to  the 
music  and  lifestyle  of  jazz 
musicians  early  in  his 
life.  He  began  playing 
saxophone  at  13  and  quit 
school  at  14  to  intensify 
his  talents  by  playing  in 
youth  jazz  groups.  In  1939, 
Parker  had  a revelation 
during  a jam  session  in 
New  York  City,  developing 
his  signature  brand  of  jazz 
that  exhibited  advanced 
chord  changes,  tempo 
and  rhythm.  This  moment 
would  change  the  sound  of 
jazz  forever,  but  was  not 
unleashed  until  Parker  met 
trumpet  virtuoso  Dizzy 
Gillespie,  who  shared  his 
love  for  complex,  avant- 
garde  songwriting. The  two 
started  a legendary  musical 
relationship  that  came  to 
fruition  in  1944,  when  they 

facts  courtesy  < 


formed  a small  ensemble 
(rare  for  its  time)  in  Har- 
lem, playing  the  fresh  yet 
controversial  style  of  jazz 
titled  “bebop”.  Though 
bebop  strayed  from  con- 
ventional jazz,  Parker’s  ex- 
pressive tone  and  intuitive 
sense  of  harmony,  meloy 
and  rhythm  found  a de- 
voted fan  base.  Despite  his 
success  and  talent,  Parker 
was  afflicted  with  drug 
and  alcohol  addiction  that 
could  not  be  controlled. 
“Bird”  died  of  a heart  at- 
tack in  1955,  but  not  with- 
out leaving  a legacy  of  in- 
fluential recordings  and  a 
striving  mentality  to  push 
the  development  of  jazz 
saxophone  to  its  physical 
limits. 

biography.com 


Top  Singles 

1 . Kelly  Clarkson  - Stronger 

2.  Adele  - Set  Fire  To  The 
Rain 

3.  Fun.  ft.  Janelle  Monae  - We 
Are  Young 

4.  Katy  Perry  - Part  Of  Me 

5.  The  Wanted  - Glad  You 
Came 

6.  Rihanna  - We  Found  Love 

7.  Flo  Rida  - Good  Feeling 

8.  David  Guetta  ft.  Nicki  Mi- 
naj  - Turn  Me  On 

9.  Snoop  Dogg  & Wiz  Khalifa 
ft.  Bruno  Mars  - Young,  Wild 
& Free 

10.  Nicki  Minaj  - Starships 


Top  Albums 

1. Adele-21 

2.  Whitney  Houston  - Whit- 
ney: The  Greatest  Hits 

3.  Fun.  - Some  Nights 

4.  Tyga  - Careless  World: 
Rise  Of  The  Last  King 

5.  Various  Artists  - NOW  41 

6.  Whitney  Houston  - The 
Bodyguard 

7.  Adele  - 19 

8.  Chiddy  Bang  - Breakfast 

9.  Whitney  Houton  - Whit- 
ney Houston 

10.  Various  Artists  - 2012 
Grammy  Nominees 


Top  Movies 

1 . Dr.  Seuss’  The  Lorax 

weeks  in  release  ( 1 ) 

2.  Project  X(]) 

3.  Act  of  Valor  (2) 

4.  Safe  House  (4) 

5.  Tyler  Perry’s  Good  Deeds 

(2) 

6.  Journey  2:  The  Mysteri- 
ous Island  (4) 

7.  The  Vow  (4) 

8.  The  Means  War  (3) 

9.  Ghost  Rider:  Spirit  of 
Vengeance  (3) 

10.  Wanderlust  (2) 


Upcoming  DVD  Releases 

- The  Descendents 

- The  Three  Musketeers 

- The  Killing 

- Neverland 

- Bag  of  Bones 

- Wallace  & Gromit’s  World 
of  Invention 

- Happy  Feet  Two 

- The  Adventures  of  TinTin 

- The  Muppets 

- The  Girl  with  the  Dragon 
Tattoo 

- Tinker  Tailor  Soldier  Spy 

- Battle  Royale 

- The  Sitter 
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Sports 


March  Madness  Preview:  Voice  Sports  Editor  makes  his  picks  for  the  tournament 


Joey  Cooper 
Sports  Editor 

The  2012  NCAA  men’s 
basketball  tournament  is  a top- 
heavy  field  featuring  teams 
such  as  Kentucky,  Syracuse 
and  North  Carolina.  The  second 
tier  teams  who  will  most  likely 
be  two  seeds  such  as  Missouri, 
Duke  and  Ohio  State  are  also 
groups  that  look  like  they  can 
punch  their  ticket  to  New  Or- 
leans. 

There  are  also  a host  of 
schools  that  have  a tradition 
of  winning  and  solid  programs 
with  down  years  that  can  make 
some  noise  in  the  lower  seeds 
such  as  UConn,  West  Virginia, 
California  and  Kansas  State. 

Ultimately,  all  the  analy- 
sis and  regular  season  statistics 
will  be  thrown  out  of  the  win- 
dow once  the  third  Thursday  in 
March  hits.  But  for  the  hell  of  it, 
let’s  make  some  picks. 


Biased  Pick:  Ohio  State 
The  2012  Buckeyes  had 
their  sights  on  a second  con- 
secutive number  one  seed  once 
they  hit  the  floor  in  November. 
What  they  quickly  realized  was 
that  the  Big  Ten  would  soon 
become  the  most  impressive 
regular  season  conference  in 
the  nation.  Teams  like  Indiana, 
Michigan  and  Michigan  State 
overachieved. 

So  believe  it  or  not,  the 
Buckeyes  had  some  competi- 
tion for  once,  but  still  managed 
to  claim  a share  of  the  regular 
season  Big  Ten  Championship. 

They  currently  sit  ranked 
at  number  seven  overall,  enter- 
ing the  Big  Ten  tournament  off 
a dramatic  win  over  Michigan 
State  in  the  final  minutes  of  the 
regular  season. 

In  addition  to  being  my 
preseason  pick,  and  favorite 
team,  Ohio  State  can  make  a 
run  to  the  Final  Four  in  New 
Orleans  because  they  are  battle 


tested.  This  year’s  team  still  has 
a large  group  of  their  team  back 
from  last  year  that  still  remem- 
bers the  painful  memories  of 
getting  upset  in  Newark,  during 
the  Sweet  Sixteen;  I know  I do 
witnessing  it  in  person.  Tyler’s 
bias  pick  UConn  went  18-12 
during  the  regular  season  losing 
to  Providence,  UCF,  Rutgers 
and  Seton  Hall  along  the  way. 

They  finished  at  the  bot- 
tom half  of  their  conference 
while  managing  to  go  on  a 
stretch  of  1-7  from  late  January 
to  early  February.  I am  not  even 
going  to  humor  him  with  a re- 
sponse to  that.  Plus,  the  notion 
of  them  making  the  tournament 
at  this  point  remains  hypotheti- 
cal. 

Sleeper  Team:  Creighton 
If  you  haven’t  had  the  chance  to 
watch  the  Creighton  Blue  jays 
play  this  year,  you’re  missing 
out.  They  can  shoot  the  three 
ball  as  good  as  anyone  in  the 
country.  They’re  ranked  first  in 


the  country  in  field  goal  percent- 
age over  50  percent  per  game. 

This  type  of  sporadic  of- 
fense can  lead  to  upsets  in  a one 
game,  40  minutes  showdown 
with  a goliath  like  opponent. 
The  Blue  Jays  also  distribute 
the  ball  very  well  ranking  third 
in  the  country  in  assists  at  close 
to  18  per  game. 

This  mid-major  is  no 
stranger  to  March  Madness  as 
they  have  claimed  their  spot  for 
the  17th  time  in  the  universities 
history. 

Creighton  also  has  a 
sophomore  forward  by  the  name 
of  Doug  McDermott  who  is  a 
straight  scorer,  tallying  over  23 
points  a game  along  with  over 
eight  rebounds  per  contest. 

If  the  Blue  Jays  manage 
to  ride  a hot  Doug  McDermott, 
don’t  be  surprised  to  see  this 
year’s  Butler  make  it  deep  in 
the  tournament. 

Favorite:  Kentucky 

It  seems  like  John  Cali- 


pari  brings  in  a new  team  every 
year  since  he  reels  in  the  top 
freshmen  that  turn  pro  before 
the  SEC  tournament  has  con- 
cluded. 

Terrence  Jones,  an  athlet- 
ic wingman  for  the  Wildcats,  is 
one  of  the  only  returning  play- 
ers who  were  a part  of  the  Final 
Four  run  last  year,  falling  short 
to  the  future  National  Champi- 
ons. 

The  Wildcats  sit  atop  of 
the  college  basketball  world  for 
now  ranked  number  one  in  the 
country  with  only  one  loss  at  a 
hostile  environment  in  Indiana. 
Freshmen  big-man  Anthony 
Davis  has  brought  a defensive 
mindset  to  Kentucky,  claiming 
close  to  five  blocks  per  game. 

They  haven’t  lost  since 
early  December,  which  feels 
like  years  ago  looking  back. 
If  Kentucky  brings  their  best 
game  to  the  madness,  expect 
this  historical  program  to  claim 
its  eighth  championship. 
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Morning  Joe  Bj:  Joey  Cooper 

'WeekCy  Look  at  tfte  '\VorC(L of  Sjyorts”  Sports  Editor 


Seven  days  ago  league 
sources  confirmed  that  the  2009 
Super  Bowl  Champion  New 
Orleans  Saints  administered  a 
bounty  program  that  compen- 
sated players  for  injuring  mem- 
bers of  the  opposing  team. 

The  former  defensive  co- 
ordinator for  the  Saints,  Greg 
Williams,  has  been  accused  of 
being  at  the  forefront  of  this  op- 
eration from  2009  through  the 
2011  season. 

Since  the  news  hit  Friday 
afternoon,  Greg  Williams  has 
already  issued  a written  apology 
stating  his  regrets  and  confirm- 
ing that  they  knew  what  they 
were  doing  was  wrong. 

For  me,  the  shocking 
thing  about  this  story  is  that 
it  took  this  long  for  the  NFL 
to  uncover  a bounty  program 
within  an  NFL  franchise. 

I would  be  lying  if  I said  I 
was  surprised  after  hearing  this 
report. 

What’s  next  - are  fans  go- 
ing to  begin  to  believe  the  NFL 
doesn’t  have  a direct  correlation 


as  the  central  focus  to  the  gam- 
bling world? 

NFL.com  makes  a point  of 
emphasis  to  post  point  spreads 
to  their  website  each  week. 

Whether  people  want  to 
recognize  it  or  not,  the  sports 
world  is  just  as  corrupt  and  hyp- 
ocritical as  politics. 

Although  I believe  what 
the  Saints  have  done  in  the  past 
couple  years  is  wrong,  they 
are  not  the  first  or  last  time  to 
ever  try  and  create  extra  incen- 
tives to  injuring  the  opposing 
team.  For  years  the  NFL  media 
has  celebrated  the  blistering  hits 
dealt  out  by  defensive  players, 
as  the  game  is  built  on  its  physi- 
cality. 

Does  anyone  remember 
Monday  Night  Football’s  spe- 
cial “Jacked  Up,’’  which  was 
a highlight  reel  of  Sunday’s 
biggest  hits  from  around  the 
league?  Even  at  the  high  school 
and  college  level,  football  play- 
ers are  rewarded  with  helmet 
stickers  for  monstrous  hits. 

Since  Roger  Goodell  took 


over  the  reins  in  2006  as  NFL 
Commissioner,  he  has  pushed 
many  programs  towards  ensur- 
ing player  safety,  trying  to  re- 
duce the  big  hits  by  handing  out 
fines  to  players  weekly. 

But  what  people  fail  to 
realize  is  that  Goodell  is  fight- 
ing against  an  aspect  of  the  NFL 
that  has  helped  the  brand  be- 
come America’s  most  popular 
and  exciting  game. 

Blue-collar  defenses  have 
created  a culture  that  has  helped 
them  succeed  in  this  league  for 
decades.  This  identification  car- 
ries out  with  the  rest  of  the  team 
taking  on  the  personality  of  a 
hardnosed  franchise. 

Bounty  program  or  not, 
almost  every  team  in  the  NFL 
will  have  players  being  fined  for 
“illegal  hits”  against  defenseless 
quarterbacks  or  receivers. 

As  an  NFL  fan,  I am  not 
naive  and  blind  enough  to  be 
surprised  by  this  news;  the  NFL 
is  built  on  this  masculine  ele- 
ment of  the  game  that  provokes 
and  encourages  acknowledg- 


ment amongst  fans. 

Fans  long  for  this  type  of 
play  when  it  isn’t  happening  to 
their  team,  so  how  is  this  news 
supposed  to  be  disturbing? 

For  years  players  such  as 
Jack  Tatum  have  openly  admit- 
ted to  having  a clear  intent  to 
injury  the  opposing  team. 

In  1978  Tatum  paralyzed 
New  England  wide  receiver 
Darryl  Stingley  in  a preseason 
game  and  refused  to  apologize 
till  the  day  he  died. 

Where  has  that  gotten 
him?  He  has  earned  a spot  as 
one  of  the  hardest  nosed  safeties 
of  all-time,  which  is  thought  of 
in  a positive  light  amongst  the 
NFL  spectrum. 

From  2001-2008  the  New 
England  Patriots  were  among 
the  league  leaders  in  personal 
fouls  on  the  defensive  side  of 
the  ball  with  players  such  as 
Rodney  Harrison  and  Richard 
Seymour. 

Nobody  would  ever  think 
of  the  Patriots  as  a “dirty  team;” 
football  observers  see  them  as 


three  time  Super  Bowl  Champi- 
ons with  an  elite  defense. 

James  Harrison  is  argu- 
ably one  of  the  dirtiest,  if  not 
the  dirtiest  player  in  the  NFL. 

In  2008,  Harrison  signed 
a six  year  $51  million  dollar 
contract  to  do  what  he  does 
best,  continue  the  Steelers  tra- 
dition of  hardnosed  football  by 
punishing  opponents.  By  no 
means  am  I condoning  what  the 
New  Orleans  Saints  have  done, 
because  I believe  what  they  did 
was  wrong.  They  broke  the  rules 
and  should  be  penalized. 

With  that  being  said,  the 
mere  gesture  that  these  infrac- 
tions are  worse  than  the  New 
England  Patriots  Spygate  is  just 
ridiculous. 

The  New  Orleans  Saint 
did  not  win  any  more  games 
in  result  to  this  bounty  system. 
The  NFL  will  make  an  exam- 
ple out  of  the  Saints  in  similar 
fashion  to  how  they  handled  the 
Patriots  situation  with  revoking 
first  round  draft  picks  and  large 
fines  well  over  six  figures. 


March  Madness  Preview:  The  only  preview  from  The  Voice  that  guarantees  to  be  right 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


Let’s  face  it,  March  is  the 
best  month  of  the  year.  It’s  the 
only  month  where  all  people 
young  and  old  sit  down  and  cre- 
ate brackets  that  they  feel  will 
win  them  money. 

So  many  great  memories 
have  come  from  March  Mad- 
ness, whether  it  be  the  Final 
Four  run  of  George  Mason, 
the  early  rise  of  Gonzaga  bas- 
ketball, UConn’s  three  NCAA 
Championships  and  of  course 
the  great  announcing  of  Gus 
Johnson. 

But  this  year  there  are 
many  great  teams  at  the  top  like 
Kentucky,  who  like  in  previous 
years  has  some  fabulous  fresh- 
men. Alternatively,  Syracuse,  a 


very  deep  team,  and  North  Car- 
olina have  very  strong  teams  of- 
fensively and  defensively. 

Nonetheless,  I can  guar- 
antee two  things:  one  that  the 
tournament  will  be  great  to 
watch,  and  two  that  my  fellow 
writer  Joey  Cooper’s  prediction 
will  be  wrong. 

Biased  Pick: 

The  Connecticut  men’s 
basketball  team  is  the  reigning 
National  Champions  and  re- 
turns many  players  that  won  it 
all  last  year,  albeit  without  the 
leadership  and  great  play  of 
Kemba  Walker. 

But  what  people  do  not 
realize  is  that  Kemba  Walker 
did  not  really  have  a great 
NCAA  tournament,  the  leaders 
of  that  team  were  Jeremy  Lamb 
and  Shabazz  Naiper  down  the 
stretch. 


This  year’s  team  has  been 
a little  shaky,  but  let  us  not  for- 
get that  this  team  was  in  the 
same  position  last  year  coming 
into  the  Big  East  tournament. 
This  team  has  two  very  talented 
freshmen  in  Ryan  Boatright  and 
Andre  Drummond. 

So  while  my  good  friend 
and  colleague  Joey  might  say 
later  that  UConn  is  awful,  don’t 
believe  him. 

Now  that  I got  my  biased 
pick  out  of  the  way  let’s  look  at 
Joey’s  bias  pick.  I will  concede 
that  the  Ohio  State  Buckeyes 
are  a very  good  team,  but  this 
team  has  many  flaws  that  will 
hurt  them  in  the  tournament. 

The  team  is  not  a good 
three  point  shooting  team,  as 
they  only  have  one  real  threat  to 
beat  a team  from  the  outside  in 
William  Buford. 


Sleeper  Team: 

There  are  many  Mid  Ma- 
jor teams  out  there  who  have 
a very  good  chance  to  win  a 
couple  of  games  in  the  tourna- 
ment. One  could  go  with  a team 
like  Long  Beach  State  who  has 
a senior  lead  team,  and  has  a 
great  guard  in  Casper  Ware  who 
is  averaging  25  plus  points  per 
game.  In  addition,  this  team  is 
not  afraid  of  the  big  boys.  They 
have  already  played  North  Car- 
olina, Louisville  and  Kansas. 

Belmont  who  is  out  of  the 
Atlantic  Sun,  is  a team  that  chal- 
lenged Duke  earlier  in  the  year 
and  lost  by  one  point  and  has  a 
very  good  three  point  shooting 
team. 

Nevertheless,  the  team 
that  I feel  people  should  look  out 
for  is  the  Wichita  State  Shock- 
ers whose  record  is  27-5.  The 


leader  of  the  Racers,  Joe  Rag- 
land, played  his  high  school  ball 
in  West  Springfield.  This  team 
also  has  a great  seven  footer 
inside  named  Garrett  Stutz  who 
is  averaging  13  points  a game 
along  with  eight  rebounds. 

Favorite: 

My  pick  to  win  it  all  this 
year  is  North  Carolina.  North 
Carolina  is  coming  off  a thor- 
ough dismantling  of  Duke  to 
win  the  ACC  regular-season 
title.  The  Heels’  inside  strength 
continues  to  dominate  in  paint 
points,  offensive  rebounds  and 
transition  scoring,  while  show- 
ing toughness  and  belief. 

With  Kendal  Marshall 
at  the  point  averaging  around 
seven  assists  a game  and  Har- 
rison Barnes  and  Tyler  Zeller, 
this  tough  team  will  not  be  an 
easy  out. 
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Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

Your  mind  will  be  quite  active 
at  the  moment,  and  you’ll  really 
feel  like  chatting  up  everyone 
you  meet.  That’s  perfectly  fine, 
but  try  not  to  be  too  opinionated 
if  you  can  help  it 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

Your  creative  energies  are 
bound  to  be  peaking  at  the 
moment,  and  you’ll  really  feel 
like  expressing  yourself.  So 
you  should  try  to  do  something 
artistic  if  you  can.  And  don’t 
worry  about  what  other  people 
think. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

Your  self-confidence  will  really 
be  on  the  rise  today.  You’ll  be 
expressing  yourself  very  well 
at  the  moment,  and  this  should 
help  you  smooth  over  any 
difficult  situations  that  you’ll 
end  up  encountering. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

You  won’t  be  thinking  very 
clearly  at  the  moment,  and  a 
number  of  issues  are  bound 
to  seem  a little  confusing. 
Just  know  you  can  confide  in 
family  and  friends  and  let  them 
confide  back  without  being 
judgemental. 

Cancer 

(June  22  - July  22) 

You’re  bound  to  end  up  realizing 
that  you  and  someone  else  don’t 
really  feel  the  same  way  about  a 
number  of  different  things.  And 
regardless  of  what  anyone  else 
might  think,  you’ll  really  want 
to  do  what  you  feel  like  doing 
right  now. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

If  some  people  find  you  a little 
overbearing  today,  just  be 
careful  that  you  don’t  end  up 
getting  into  conflicts  with  any 
important  people  in  your  life. 
Try  to  see  things  from  other 
people’s  perspectives  and  you’ll 
be  on  the  fast  track  to  lifelong 
friendship. 


Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’re  bound  to  have  a lot  of 
different  things  going  on  that 
you’ll  have  to  deal  with  at  the 
moment.  Fortunately,  your 
energy  level  will  be  pretty  high. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Many  things  won’t  be  entirely 
clear  where  money  matters  are 
concerned.  And  you  should 
really  try  to  think  through  a few 
financial  plans  and  issues  while 
you  can.  But  keep  your  head  up 
because  good  things  are  headed 
your  way,  just  stay  positive. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 

If  someone  special  has  been 
feeling  that  you’re  not  giving 
them  the  time  and  attention 
they  deserve,  they’re  bound 
to  let  you  know  about  it  right 
now.  And  you’d  be  wise  to  offer 
some  token  of  your  affection  if 
you  want  to  keep  the  peace. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

If  someone  you  care  about 
is  up  for  a little  adventure, 
you’ll  really  be  feeling  too 
overwhelmed  with  other  things 
to  be  able  to  join  in  on  the  fun. 
but  don’t  discourage  them  from 
doing  what  they  want;  make 
sure  you  are  supportive. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
Things  are  bound  to  be  getting 
a little  tense  with  some  of  the 
people  closest  to  you.  But  you 
shouldn’t  be  afraid  to  bring  up 
any  issues  you  might  normally 
be  a little  hesitant  to  get  into. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
Try  to  get  to  the  bottom  of 
anything  that’s  bothering  you 
so  that  you  can  get  yourself 
into  a more  positive  frame  of 
mind.  Regardless  of  how  you’re 
feeling,  you’ll  be  able  to  do  a lot 
to  help  others  right  now. 
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BASEBALL 
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LILIES 

SOFTBALL 

CROCUSES 

MARCH 

SPRING  BREAK 

CYCLAMENS 

MAY 

SPRING  CLEANING 

DAFFODILS 

NEW  LEAVES 

TULIPS 

DANDELIONS 

PLANTING 

WARMER 

EASTER 

RAIN 

WET 

GRASS 

RENEWAL 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s! 

StPkMeiL^DiyMj 

On  St.  Patrick’s  Day: 

Free  Corn  Beef  and  Cabbage 
Guinness  Specials 

Drink  Specials: 

Sam  Adams  Noble  Pils  $3.75 
Pink  ASS  hole  $3.75 
All  Mike’s  Hard  Lemonades  z 
Smirinolf  Ice  Bottles  $2.75 

Game  Night  on  Tuesdays! 

Water  Pong  Tournaments  and  other  games  with  cash  prizes 
From  10 p.m.  to  Midnight 

Ml  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 

And  don 't  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 

Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


seme  mcuer 


Friday,  March  30^^,  201:2. 
Chez Josef  ma 


TyciiA^ciiA.o  FiAi/i 
Tr£^^^s■por^:flt^5/v  Provided! 


ONLY  440.00  ver  Ticket!! 

purchase  icp  to  two  with  w.su  n>) 

Ti^cteets  c^Q  s>ale  3tart(n<:; 

T>te  OAtAFXAS  CeNT^R.  WINI^OW 
LOCATE  IN  ecyi 
Hf  urs  crrt  10;00«n-^— ^-.OOTiVU 


•) 


0 (Zuestlcv',,^?  C-Cirdzact  the  office  the 


Ely  basg/'Aev«vtl 

f)  T\Z 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
7:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p jn. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  ajn. 

The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  am. 


Bookstore 

Monday  & Thursday 
9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 
Tuesday  & Wednesday  • 
9:00  am.  - 7:00  pm. 
Friday 

9:00  am.  - 4:00  pm. 
Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 
Closed  Sunday 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  am. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5pm. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 pm. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

5:00  p.m.  - 11:00  pm. 


Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 
Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


received 
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International  Media  Conference  in  Paris  ‘thought-provoking’ 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


On  Saturday  March  17th,  Rob 
Donoghue,  Amy  Wing,  Erin  Bates, 
and  I traveled  to  Paris,  France  to  at- 
tend the  International  Media  Con- 
ference at  the  American  University 
of  Paris.  The  conference,  which  is 
led  by  Lee  and  Buma  Huebner,  has 
attracted  some  big  schools  in  the 
United  States. 

Schools  at  the  conference  this 
week  include  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity, Washburn  University,  Co- 
lumbia University,  Southern  Mis- 
souri State  University,  and  of  course 
Westfield  State. 

The  goal  of  the  conference  is 
for  students  who  are  interested  in 
communications,  media,  and  jour- 
nalism to  gain  an  international  per- 
spective to  complement  their  Amer- 
ican perspective. 

Throughout  the  week  we  have 
been  exposed  to  various  people  in 
the  various  fields  revolving  those 
fields  and  we  are  getting  inside  ac- 
cess to  offices,  methods,  and  peo- 
ple. 

We  have  visited  various  orga- 
nizations such  as  the  International 
Herald  Tribune,  Publicis  Groupe, 
and  the  Organization  for  Econom- 
ic Cooperation  and  Development 


(OECD).  These  organizations  also 
offered  very  influential  people  such 
as  Anne  Bagamery,  Senior  Editor 
for  the  International  Herald  Tri- 
bune; Robert  Fredovich,  Director 
of  Marketing  and  Communications, 
Publicis  Groupe;  and  Roger  Hobby, 
member  of  the  OECD  Development 
Center. 

Not  only  have  we  been  using 
those  resources  to  our  advantage, 
but  we  have  also  had  the  pleasure  of 
listening  to  other  influential  people 
who  spent  just  a little  portion  of 
their  time  to  be  with  us. 

One  of  the  most  striking  was 
Janine  de  Giovanni,  who  works  as 
a newspaper  journalist  that  special- 
izes in  war  and  human  rights  viola- 
tions. 

She  was  inspired  to  go  into 
the  field  after  seeing  a story  about 
an  Israeli  woman  who  was  defend- 
ing her  rival  Palestinian  people. 
Fellow  Israelis  were  vilifying  her 
for  defending  their  enemies,  but  de 
Giovanni  was  inspired  by  this  story 
because  she  never  gave  up  trying  to 
defend  against  the  injustices  of  the 
world. 

Throughout  the  discussion, 
there  was  a lot  of  talk  about  what  it 
is  like  to  go  around  the  world  and 
write  articles  about  these  injustices. 
She  spoke  in  depth  about  being  in 
Bosnia  during  their  revolution. 

She  commented  that  it  was  the 


first  time  that  journalists  wore  flack 
jackets  and  helmets  while  covering 
a story. 

Another  speaker  that  was  in- 
teresting was  Harriet  Welty-Roche- 
fort,  who  is  an  American  expatriate 
that  moved  to  Paris  decades  ago, 
married  a Frenchman,  and  assimi- 
lated into  the  culture. 

She  spoke  at  lengths  about  the 
differences  between  the  French  and 
American  cultures  and  how  to  go 
about  celebrating  those  differences. 
She  touched  on  many  topics  but  one 
of  the  more  striking,  especially  to 
college  students  like  us,  was  the  at- 
titude toward  education. 

Education  in  France  is  seen 
as  a closed  environment.  The  teach- 
ers and  students  are  the  only  parties 
involved  in  the  education  process, 
and  the  parent  has  very  little,  if  any- 
thing, to  do  with  that. 

Also,  in  universities  in  Paris, 
the  professors  are  very  cold  and, 
from  what  I gathered,  unwilling  to 
further  any  explanation  of  the  ma- 
terial. This  is  drastically  different 
from  most  colleges  and  universities 
in  the  United  States,  and  especially 
Westfield  State. 

An  important  side  note  about 
the  universities  in  France  is  the  sys- 
tem by  which  they  operate.  Students 
are  required  to  take  a “baccalaureat” 
test  that,  if  passed,  ensures  free  uni- 
versity education  for  colleges  within 


the  first  tier. 

The  second  tier  of  colleges, 
the  “grand  ecole,”  is  made  up  of  the 
more  ritzy  colleges  that  require  more 
assurances  that  the  students  will  be 
able  to  handle  the  material,  so  they 
require  what  another  speaker.  Wad- 
dick  Doyle,  called  a “grueling”  set 
of  exams. 

We  are  all  learning  a lot  from 
these  sessions,  and  the  wealth  of 
knowledge  that  we  will  be  taking 
back  with  us  to  the  United  States 
will  be  put  to  very  good  use. 

These  ideas  and  thoughts 
have  been  very  influential  toward 
our  ideals  of  media  and  newspaper 
journalism. 

On  the  lighter  side,  I hear  that 
it  has  been  in  the  80 ’s  in  tempera- 
ture and  that  it  has  been  very  sunny ! 
It  figures  that  it  would  be  the  week 
that  we  are  gone  that  the  weather 
turns  nice  and  it’s  not  raining.  The 
weather  in  New  England  is  very  in- 
decisive. 

Look  for  my  piece  next  week 
summarizing  our  trip.  Rob  and  1 
would  like  to  see  what  your  opinions 
are  about  some  of  the  topics  that  we 
are  discussing  ourselves.  Write  to 
jclark8517@westfield.ma.edu  with 
your  insights  on  where  the  print  me- 
dia is  going  and  how  long  it  will  be 
before  the  print  media  shrinks  dra- 
matically or  (hopefully  not)  disap- 
pears completely. 
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7:30  pm. 

WSU  Dance  Company^ 
^ Dever  Stage 
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^ 8 am. -3  pm. 

18th  Annual  Westfield^ 
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of  speakers 
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Campus  Police  Log 
03/04/12-03/09/12  J 


DATE 

03/04/12 


03/04/12 


03/04/12 


TIME 

0052 


0122 


0154 


03/04/12  0347 


INCIDENT 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

ASSAULT  & BATTERY 
UNDER  INNVESTIGATION 

ARREST 
DISTURBING  THE  PEACE 
RESISTING  ARREST 

ARREST 
OUI  LIQUOR 

LEAVE  SCENE  OF  PROPERTY  DAMAGE 
NEGLIGENT  OPERATION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE 
MINOR  TRANSPORTING 
LIGHTS  VIOLATION 


LOCATION 
DAVIS  HALL 


NEW  RES  .HALL 


NEW  RES.  HALL 


MAINTENANCE  LOT 


03/05/12 


03/05/12 


03/06/12 


03/07/12 


03/07/12 


03/08/12 


03/09/12 


1130 


1343 


2103 


0948 


2313 


0659 


1540 


HARRASSMENT 
UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

LARCENY 

OWL  BUCKS  CARD  USED. 
UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

DISTURBANCE 
REFERRED  TO  RESTIFE 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  STOP 
REGISTRATION  REVOKED 
CITATION  ISSUED 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS) 
CITATION  ISSUED  SHUTTLE 

MALICIOUS  DEST.  OF  PROPERTY 
DAMAGE  TO  CAR  HOOD 

HARASSMENT 
TRESPASS  NOTICE  ISSUED 


COURTNEY  HALL 


DINING  COMMONS 


WOODWARD  CENTER 


SCANLON  RD. 


SOUTH  LOT 


MAINTENANCE  LOT 


ELY  LIBRARY 
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A transformation:  The  old  Ely  library  verusus  the  new 


Austin  Hall 

Voice  Reporter 


If  you  ever  saw  the  old  Ely 
Library,  you’d  notice  the  odd 
dusty  glow  of  light  streaming 
through  the  windows,  a build- 
ing with  beat  up  walls  marked 
with  black  and  offsetting  off- 
white  paint.  It  was  small  and 
cramjjed,  the  chairs  and  com- 
puters clustered  together,  and 
the  dim  lights  left  shadows  on 
textbooks  and  students’  back- 
packs. 

Administrators  decided 
that  this  library  needed  a new 
look  to  it,  so  they  created  a plan 
to  do  so.  On  the  school’s  web- 
site, they  described  a two-phase 
renovation  project,  the  first  of 
which  came  over  winter  break. 

The  website  states  that 
they  added  new  workstations, 
group  study  rooms,  and  even 
more  power  outlets  so  that  stu- 
dents could  use  their  laptops 
more  efficiently. 

Looking  at  it  now,  there’s 
the  wooden  floor  when  you 
come  in  that  smells  like  it  was 
taken  directly  from  a tree. 
There  are  the  Y-formed  and  tie- 
wing fighter  scattered  computer 
desks. 

There  are  the  zucchini- 
green  walls  that  fly  out  at  you 
and  hit  your  eyes  before  you 
have  a chance  to  react.  There’s 
the  small  murmur  of  electronic 
goalposts  that  make  sure  you 
don’t  take  out  a book  or  movie 
illegally  and  there  are  the  win- 
dows letting  in  light  so  bright 
and  dust-free  that  you  have  to 
avert  your  eyes. 

It  has  gone  from  an  easy- 
going old  man  into  the  bright 
young  college  girl  excited  to 
learn. 

Now,  the  students  have 
new  digs,  their  old  stomping 
grounds  a refurbished,  renovat- 
ed machine  brimming  with  new 
aesthetics  and  technologies. 
Just  look  at  the  students’  eyes 
as  they  look  at  the  pictures  sup- 


planted on  black  poster  boards 
just  inside  this  place. 

You  know,  the  ones  that 
talk  of  even  more  changes  with 
their  cut-and-paste  collage. 

It  shows  what’s  to  come, 
mentioning  the  plans  that  will 
resume  this  summer  and  con- 
clude before  the  fall,  and,  as 
you  look  at  the  students  look- 
ing at  the  pictures,  you  can  see 
child-like  wonder  and  child-like 
excitement. 

Brendan  Mehu,  a senior 
Biology  major  said,  “I  like 
the  new  computer  setups  and  I 
think  the  study  rooms  are  pretty 
useful.  I like  that  upstairs,  [they 
don’t]  have  computers  anymore 
because  it  gives  you  more  room 
to  write  or  study.” 

Yet,  you  also  hear  some 
criticism.  Amanda  Hebson,  a 
junior  English  major,  looks  at 
it  from  both  sides  when  talking 
about  the  upcoming  renova- 
tions: 

“It  has  the  potential  to 
be  really  good  but  it  also  has 
the  potential  to  isolate  the  stu- 
dents.” 

Then,  there  are  some  stu- 
dents who  still  clamor  for  the 
old  guard  entirely,  that  old  man 
long  gone  and  almost  forgotten. 

Jessica  Thelen,  a sopho- 
more English  major  with  a Lit- 
erature concentration,  was  one 
of  those  students.  She’s  sitting 
on  one  of  the  new  chairs,  one 
that  is  navy-blue  leather  and 


smells  like  a fresh  start. 

She  has  climbed  into  this 
foreign  chair  with  her  legs  curl- 
ing into  the  rest  of  her  body,  and 
looks  more  like  an  80’s  book- 
worm hippie,  all  grungy  and 
aqua  blue  pants,  than  a univer- 
sity student. 

“1  didn’t  like  it  at  first,” 
she  says,  clutching  at  her  Sister 
Carrie  book,  “then  I got  used  to 
it  and  I like  it  a lot.” 

There  was  a special  area 
in  the  back  of  Ely  Library  that 
she  noted  has  vastly  changed, 
and  it’s  true.  There  was  a back 
end  to  the  library,  an  open  space 
carpeted  with  wooden  desks 
and  studious  students. 

It  has  been  converted  into 
a new-age  conference  room  set- 
up with  three  small  rooms  that 
close,  allowing  extra  ambitious 
students  to  attack  their  work 
while  maintaining  absolute  qui- 
et from  any  extraneous  noise. 

In  one  of  the  rooms,  they 
even  have  a TV  and  DVD  setup 
propped  on  an  old  TV  stand  for 
students  that  need  to  use  the 
room  in  order  to  watch  a film  . 

This  new  area  is  one  ad- 
dition that  Thelan  doesn’t  like. 
To  her,  unlike  Hebson,  isolation 
is  good. 

“The  room  with  the  long 
couches  doesn’t  exist  anymore,” 
she  said.  “I  liked  it  before.  You 
could  hide  over  there.” 

You  probably  won’t  find 
those  crevices  because  of  the 


voices  of  cramped  students, 
since  the  website  states  that  the 
new  design  was  based  on  meet- 
ings with  undergraduates  and 
surveys. 

In  fact,  an  unidentified 
male  student  going  for  his  de- 
gree in  Psychology/Social 
Sciences  stated  on  the  web- 
site: “It’s  a nice  library,  but  it 
feels  like  the  computers  are  all 
squished  together.  There’s  not 
a lot  of  ‘private’  space.  I kind 
of  feel  like  we’re  cattle  shoved 
into  a comer.” 

Nevertheless,  Thelan 
used  the  space  privately  without 
a problem,  immersing  herself  in 
her  studies.  Now,  she  hides  in 
plain  sight,  her  legs  ever  tucked 
into  her  chest,  a book  always 
so  very  close  to  her  face.  If  you 
talk  to  her  today  though,  she’s 
quite  happy  with  the  setup.  “ 

It’s  grown  on  me,”  she 
says,  smiling.  “It’s  brighter  in 
there,  and  the  wood  floor,  1 like 
that,  and  just  the  setup  of  chairs 
and  desks,  1 like  that  a lot.” 

This  is  the  biggest  change 
of  all:  what  was  once  a confined 
row  of  desks  set  up  with  com- 
puters has  become  an  array  of 
circular  chambers  thrown  right 
into  the  wide-open  space. 

It’s  the  perfect  meta- 
phor for  modem  expansion: 
a clumped-together  chain  of 
bulky  equipment  has  been  mar- 
ginalized into  simplistic  ar- 
rangements that  do  the  same 


job.  Even  with  all  of  this  mod- 
em change,  they’re  not  done. 
This  is  clear  for  anyone  that  still 
goes  to  the  library. 

They  still  have  book 
stacks  made  of  wood,  so  worn 
you  get  the  sense  that  they  hold 
more  memories  of  older  stu- 
dents from  a bygone  era  than 
the  knowledge  within  the  books, 
and  even  now,  you  can  see  the 
old  pictures  of  what  the  library 
used  to  look  like.  You  can  see 
things  that  are  still  there. 

As  it  states  on  the  website, 
the  summer  renovations  will 
“include  new  lighting,  window 
shades,  expansion  of  the  library 
classroom,  and  the  addition  of 
more  study  rooms.”  In  addition 
to  that,  “The  Educational  Re- 
source Center  will  be  moved  to 
the  first  floor  where  it  will  be- 
come more  visible  and  useful  to 
students.” 

However,  they  will  al- 
ways have  the  long  windows 
that  stretch  from  the  top  of  the 
ceiling  to  hip  level.  They  will 
always  have  reference  books 
for  each  subject. 

There  will  always  be  the 
hum  of  a printer,  or  the  hum  of 
an  electronic  detector.  There 
will  always  be  books.  There 
will  always  be  students. 

Above  all,  through  all  of 
the  changes,  there  will  always 
be  students  who  don’t  like  the 
change,  even  with  all  of  the 
positive  reviews. 
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A card  arrived  in  the  mail  yesterday  from  the 
mother  of  Corporal  Christopher  Arzola.  It  reads: 

WSU, 

Thank  you  for  all  that  you  \e  done  to  rally  for  my 
family  in  our  time  of  mourning  and  honoring  the 
memory  of  my  son.  Your  presence  was  a source  of 
strength  and  comfort  and  for  that  I am  grateful. 

- Marisol  Arzola 

Again,  many  thanks  to  the  100+  members  of  our 
community  who  were  able  to  be  a part  of  our  ges- 
ture of  support.  And  thanks  to  many  others  who 
were  not  able  to  participate,  but  who  expressed 
solidarity  and  encouragement. 

- Maddy  Cahill 
Communication  Department 


A Message  From  Public  Safety 

On  March  4,  2012  at  approximately  1:22  AM  the 
Westfield  State  University  Police  responded  to  a re- 
port of  a fight  on  the  third  floor  of  the  New  Hall. 

Upon  their  arrival,  it  was  determined  that  two  WSU 
female  students  had  been  assaulted  by  five  unknown 
females.  The  two  WSU  students  involved  in  this  in- 
cident received  injuries  that  required  medical  atten- 
tion at  a local  hospital. 

Westfield  State  University  Police  have  been  actively 
working  on  this  case  with  the  assistance  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Police  and  are  asking  anyone  who 
may  have  any  information  concerning  this  incident 
to  please  call  Lieutenant  Mike  Foyle  or  Captain 
Tony  Casciano  at  413-572-5262. 

You  can  also  email  them  with  information  at 
mfoyle@westfield.ma.edu  or  tcasciano@westfield. 
ma.edu 


ALUMNI  RELATIONS,  THE  CAREER  CENTER,  AND  ACADEMIC  AFFAIRS  PRESENT 


ENVIRONMEHtAi  SCIEMCE 
GEOORAPHY  AND 
REGIONAL  PUHINm& 
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COMMUNICATION 


ART,  MUSK,  THEATRE 


POLITICAL  SCIENCE 
ANO  CRIMINAL  JUSTIN 


ECONOMICS 
ANO  MANAfiEMENT 


Join  Westfield  State  Alumni  for  a networking  ni^t!  Alumni  from  various  careers  in  each  field  will  be  coming  to  campus  to  meet  with  our 
a “speed  networking”  style  event  Spend  an  evening  learning  about  the  great  career  opportunities  out  there  for  various  majors  and  find  what 
be  your  next  step  after  graduation! 


5:30-7:30PM  | Scanlon  Living  Room 
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Ramblings  from  a Noninterventionist 

By:  Rob  Donoghue  Managing  Editor 


photo  by  racialicious.com 


There  are  a lot  of  similarities  and  differences  between  the  two  cultures,  but  The 
Donoghue  Report  believes  that  in  some  ways  France  has  the  stronger  of  the  two. 


Bonjour  Westfield  State. 
I have  the  honor  and  pleasure 
of  writing  this  edition  of  The 
Donoghue  Report  from  the  Ho- 
tel Tulipe  in  Paris,  France. 

As  I write  this  column 
on  Wednesday  night  (Wednes- 
day afternoon  for  folks  back  in 
Westfield)  I’m  in  the  midst  of  a 
week  long  International  Media 
Seminar  through  the  American 
University  of  Paris. 

While  learning  about  the 
future  of  journalism  and  com- 
munication, international  gov- 
ernmental relations  and  the  dif- 
ferences between  French  and 
American  culture  and  society. 
I’ve  been  able  to  meet  some 
amazing  people  and  seem  some 
unbelievable  places  - and  the 
trip  is  only  half  way  over. 

I’m  attending  the  seminar 
with  fellow  Voice  editor  Joshua 
Clark. 

So  far  we’ve  seen  some 
of  the  most  famous  sites  in 
Paris,  met  journalism  profes- 
sionals from  Christian  Malard 
to  Janine  de  Giovanni,  toured 
the  International  Herald  Tri- 
bune and  France24  TV  studio, 
and  participated  in  interactive 
workshops  at  the  Organization 
for  Economic  Cooperation  and 
Development  (OECD)  head- 
quarters. 

I’ll  go  into  details  on  the 
events,  speakers  and  workshops 
(along  with  touring  Paris)  next 
week,  but  first  off  I would  like 
to  give  a word  of  thanks  to  the 
Communication  Department  at 
Westfield  State. 

One  of  the  major  focuses 
of  the  seminar  is  the  future  of 
journalism  with  the  ever  in- 
creasing importance  of  multi- 
media  technology  and  social 
media. 

While  the  field  is  growing 
and  changing  all  the  time,  the 
seminar  has  emphasized  the  im- 


portance for  a journalist  to  have 
the  ability  to  multitask,  under- 
stand and  utilize  digital  tech- 
nology, and  constantly  improve 
their  social  media  presence, 
while  of  course  writing  well. 

The  Communication  De- 
partment has  made  a point  of  in- 
cluding those  types  of  skills  and 
more  in  journalism  courses  and 
is  definitely  doing  an  outstand- 
ing job  of  updating  their  cur- 
riculum as  the  field  changes  to 
meet  the  requirements  needed 
for  journalists  to  succeed  today. 
So  thank  you. 

While  next  week  I’ll  have 
a lot  more  to  say,  the  topic  I’d 
like  to  touch  on  this  week  is 
something  I’ve  been  able  to 
pick  up  on  in  just  a few  days. 

Another  topic  I’ll  be  fo- 
cusing on  in  a future  column 
is  the  major  cultural  and  social 
differences  between  France  and 
the  U.S.  that  explain  many  of 
the  stereotypes  people  have  (as 
1 touched  on  last  week). 

But  my  focus  this  week 
is  something  that’s  become  evi- 
dent to  me  already;  how  igno- 
rant Americans  truly  are  com- 
pared to  people  of  other  nations 
on  what’s  going  on  in  the  rest  of 
the  world. 

While  I read  the  news 
as  much  as  1 can  and  consider 
myself  fairly  knowledgeable  on 
world  events,  the  global  knowl- 
edge that  the  French  possess 
and  the  lack  of  knowledge  that 
Americans  have  stuns  me. 

The  more  I learn,  the 
more  I realize  I don’t  know  that 
much  after  all.  There’s  just  so 
much  going  on  across  the  globe 
that  I had  barely  heard  about. 
1 won’t  be  able  to  look  at  the 
news  the  same  after  this  confer- 
ence and  I’m  already  going  out 
of  my  way  find  out  what’s  going 
on  in  Nepal  or  Rwanda  on  any 
given  day. 


The  American  media  fo- 
cuses so  much  on  miniscule  and 
sensational  domestic  stories 
while  unreported  incidents  of 
major  importance  are  happening 
across  the  globe  all  the  time. 

Based  on  the  interactions 
I’ve  had  with  regular  French 
people  so  far,  the  people  of 
France  care  a lot  more  than 
Americans  about  what’s  going 
on  in  the  rest  of  the  world  and 
make  a point  to  be  well  read  on 
international  affairs. 

Going  along  with  a global 
focus  is  the  fluency  in  multiple 
languages  that  many  French  cit- 
izens possess.  One  of  the  men 
that  works  at  desk  of  the  ho- 
tel we’re  staying  at  is  fluent  in 
French,  English  and  Japanese. 
At  the  caf6  on  the  comer,  one  of 
the  workers  is  fluent  in  French, 
English  and  Spanish. 

After  seeing  the  global 
focus  of  everyday  common- 


ers, it’s  clear  that  the  average 
French  citizen  probably  knows 
more  about  the  rest  of  the  world 
than  the  majority  of  rich  and 
successful  Americans  (and  sad- 
ly probably  many  of  our  politi- 
cians...). 

Americans  live  in  a box. 

A minor  American  story 
is  more  important  than  a major 
story  in  Congo.  How  many  sto- 
ries about  Africa  or  Asia  do  you 
usually  see  on  Fox  News  during 
the  average  day? 

Better  yet,  how  many  of 
those  stories  on  Africa  present 
the  diverse  and  expansive  conti- 
nent in  a positive  light?  Why  do 
you  think  BBC  and  A1  Jazeera 
English  aren’t  included  in  regu- 
lar television  cable  packages? 
I’d  say  it’s  because  the  majority 
of  Americans  wouldn’t  watch 
them. 

Despite  their  excellent 
global  coverage,  most  Ameri- 


cans prefer  staying  in  the  box 
to  focus  solely  on  what’s  hap- 
pening in  the  Unites  States. 
That  seems  to  be  the  common 
American  outlook. 

As  1 said,  I read  as  much 
as  I can  but  the  more  Jind  more  I 
learn,  the  more  I realize  that  my 
international  knowledge  base  is 
pretty  small  after  all.  And  I’m 
not  telling  people  that  they  need 
to  consume  international  news 
for  hours  each  day  in  order  to 
know  everything  that’s  going 
on. 

But  would  reading  for  10 
or  15  minutes  about  interna- 
tional news  be  a major  burden 
on  most  Americans?  I don’t 
think  so. 

But  do  most  Americans 
want  to  put  in  that  small  amount 
of  effort  in  order  to  better  un- 
derstand the  world  we  live  in? 
Sadly,  1 think  the  answer  to  that 
question  is  also  no. 
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Do  an  internship: 

Make  connections  not  thought  possible 


Westfield  State  University  teams  up  with  SALT: 

Teaching  students  and  alumni  how  to  ‘get  on  the  money 


Alex  Myers 
Washington 
Correspondent 


I went  to  an  event  almost 
two  weeks  ago  now  where  I got 
to  interview  three  former  Amer- 
ican Idol  contestants.  They  were 
Elliot  Yamin,  Jason  Castro,  and 
Melinda  Doolittle.  They  were 
all  wonderful. 

I won’t  give  away  too 
much  about  the  article  because 
as  always  I want  you  guys  to  go 
and  read  it.  Since  it’s  old  now, 
you’d  have  to  search  either  my 
name  or  American  Idol  and  it’ll 
come  up.  Anyway,  they  were  so 
relaxed  and  it  was  a perfect  way 
to  sort  of  transition  myself  into 
doing  interviews. 

I’ve  never  done  an  inter- 
view like  that  before.  Yeah,  Sa- 
mantha and  I interviewed  Deval 
Patrick  but  I was  with  my  best 
friend  and  that’s  a little  different 
than  being  all  by  yourself  talk- 
ing to  these  people  that  have 
been  on  TV,  made  albums,  etc. 
It  was  surreal  and  amazing. 

I was  able  to  take  a pic- 


ture with  the  three  of  them  and  I 
actually  tweeted  at  Elliot  Yamin 
and  he  tweeted  back  so  that  was 
cool.  I had  a really  great  time 
and  I look  forward  to  conduct- 
ing more  interviews  and  meet- 
ing other  fantastic  people. 

Actually  I did  do  anoth- 
er interview,  though  over  the 
phone,  with  a conservative  rock 
band  Madison  Rising.  I never 
heard  of  them  until  I did  the  in- 
terview with  them,  but  they’re 
pretty  good  and  have  really 
great  values. 

They  stand  up  for  what 
they  believe  in  and  I think  that’s 
honorable  especially  in  the  mu- 
sic world. 

They  were  furmy,  mak- 
ing jokes  and  again  really  easy 
to  talk  to.  Plus,  they’re  send- 
ing me  a signed  CD  and  t-shirt. 
Cormections! 

It’s  amazing  the  opportu- 
nities I’ve  had  here  and  though  it 
hasn’t  always  been  easy  I don’t 
regret  a single  moment  and  if  I 
had  to  say  one  thing  it  would 
be  to  do  an  internship.  They’re 
so  important  and  so  helpful  and 
you  never  know  who  you  are 
going  to  meet. 


Ever  wished  you  had  a 
money  coach  to  help  you  make 
better  decisions  about  spending, 
saving,  and  borrowing  money? 

Whether  you’re  a fresh- 
man trying  to  keep  enough 
dollars  in  your  pocket  to  enjoy 
the  occasional  recreation,  or  a 
senior  wondering  how  you’ll 
repay  all  those  student  loans, 
chances  are  money  is  on  your 
mind— a lot. 

Now,  you  have  a free  re- 
source to  help  you  “Get  on  the 
Money,”  thanks  to  the  new  edu- 
cational program  SALTSM. 

Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity has  joined  a growing  list 
of  higher  education  institu- 
tions nationwide  to  join  SALT, 
a dynamic,  multicharmel  edu- 
cational program  that  supports 
students  and  alumni  as  they  fi- 
nance higher  education  and  suc- 
cessfully manage  student  loans, 
through  the  many  financial 
decisions  they  face  after  they 
leave  school. 

SALT  will  educate,  em- 
power and  engage  you  to  truly 
own  your  finances,  by  making 
it  irrunediately  rewarding,  easy 
and  fun  to  make  smarter  student 
loan  and  financial  decisions. 

“Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity is  committed  to  easing  our 
students’  debt  burden,”  said 
Catherine  Ryan,  Director  of  Fi- 
nancial Aid.  “While  we  carmot 
erase  the  debt  that  our  students 
take  on,  we  can  empower  them 
to  make  smarter,  more  informed 
financial  decisions. 

SALT  is  about  giving  stu- 
dents and  alumni  the  financial 


competencies  they  need  to  take 
control  of  not  only  their  student 
loan  experience,  but  all  of  their 
finances  as  they  transition  from 
college  to  the  workplace.” 

By  now,  all  Westfield  State 
University  students  should  have 
received  an  email  invitation  to 
join  SALT  for  free  and  you’ll 
soon  start  to  see  SALT  “Get  on 
the  Money”  posters  and  adver- 
tisements around  campus. 

Here  are  five  ways  SALT 
can  help  you: 

1 . Demystify  student 
loans.  The  choices  you  make 
now  in  borrowing  for  college 
can  affect  your  financial  well- 
ness for  years  to  come. 

At  SALTMONEY.ORG, 
you  can  learn  the  difference  be- 
tween federal  and  private  loans, 
or  subsidized  vs.  unsubsidized 
interest.  Making  better  borrow- 
ing decisions  now  can  put  more 
cash  in  your  wallet  later. 

2.  Get  money  smart. 
Learn  all  about  banks,  budget- 
ing, credit  reports,  and  more 
with  salt’s  online  interactive 
education  My  Money  lOlTM 
courses. 

3.  Crunch  your  numbers. 
When  you  log  on  to  SALT- 
MONEY.ORG,  you  can  access 
a personal  dashboard  where 
you  can  track  all  your  federal 
and  private  student  loans  in  one 
place. 

Find  the  right  repayment 
fit  by  comparing  the  pros  and 
cons  of  various  payment  op- 
tions. Then  plan  for  the  future 
and  figure  out  how  far  your 
money  will  take  you  based 


on  your  projected  income  and 
where  you’ll  live. 

4.  Get  loan  advice  from 
an  expert  counselor.  As  a SALT 
member,  you  have  access  to 
chat  with  a student  loan  expert 
one-on-one  via  email  or  phone. 

5.  Find  a job  or  internship. 
SALT  offers  members  a search- 
able database  of  over  50,000 
job  and  internship  opportunities 
from  more  than  23,000  employ- 
ers. 

SALT  was  created  by 
American  Student  Assistance®, 
a 56-year-old  nonprofit  that 
empowers  college  students  and 
alumni  to  successfully  manage 
and  repay  their  student  loan 
debt. 

With  SALT,  ASA®  is 
revolutionizing  the  way  that 
students  and  alumni  learn  about 
money  and  sparking  a move- 
ment to  incent  financial  sawi- 
ness  in  young  adults. 

ASA  has  had  proven  suc- 
cess in  lowering  student  loan 
delinquency  and  default  through 
its  previous  programs  of  proac- 
tive and  targeted  communica- 
tion to  student  loan  borrowers. 
Visit  www.asa.org  for  more  in- 
formation. 

“We’re  excited  to  join 
the  SALT  movement  be- 
cause it  cuts  through  the  clut- 
ter and  typical  jargon  around 
student  loans  and  finances, 
and  instead  offers  simple, 
useful  and  motivating  experi- 
ences that  will  really  change 
students’  behavior  in  borrow- 
ing, saving,  spending  and  earn- 
ing,” said  Ryan. 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in 
The  Westfield  Voice 
do  not  reflect  those  of  the 
staff  or  of  the  university 
as  a whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a '‘letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@westfield.  ma.  edu. 


Westfield  State  University  students  who  did  not  receive  the  SALT 
email  or  misplaced  their  PIN  are  invited  to  contact  SALT  member 
support  at  855.469.2724  to  have  their  activation  information  re- 
sent. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Financial  Aid  Office  at  (413)  572- 
5218  or  SALT  or  follow  SALT  at  Facebook.com/SALTMONEY  or 
@SALT_MONEY  on  Twitter. 
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Competency  and  Conservatism 


photo  by  adonismarrero.blogspot.com 
Rick  Santorum’s  appeal  is  “limited.” 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


I hope  everyone  had  a fun 
spring  break  this  past  week.  I 
know  that  1 did,  because  1 spent 
my  vacation  in  Washington 
D.C.  Our  nations  capital  is  a 
beautiful  place,  you  can  tell  that 
the  founders  believed  it  to  be  an 
important  symbol  of  national 
unity.  Everything  is  larger  than 
life. 

However,  I learned  that 
most  of  the  great  sights  were 
built  in  the  1930’s,  not  at  our 
nations  founding.  You  can  thank 
President  Franklin  Roosevelt 
and  his  New  Deal  for  that  one. 
All  this  aside,  lets  pivot  towards 
the  battle  for  the  Republican 
Presidential  nomin^ition. 

It  has  been  quite  the  week. 
Aftercareful  deliberation,!  have 
determined  that  Mitt  Romney  is 
a better  island  campaigner  than 
his  rivals.  He  won  Hawaii  by  20 
percentage  points  and  Puerto 
Rico  by  74  percentage  points. 

The  overwhelming  wins  in 
these  two  states  mean  virtually 
nothing,  especially  because  of 
what  happened  in  Mississippi 
and  Alabama. 

Rick  Santorum  won  the 
night  by  winning  the  southern 
duo,  with  Newt  Gingrich 
taking  second.  And  Mitt 
Romney  finishing  in  third  place 
respectively.  It  was  a close  race, 
however  the  flimsy  frontrunner 
took  a beating. 

After  the  Tuesday 
primaries,  Romney  actually 
managed  to  get  just  about  as 
many  delegates  as  Santorum 
and  Gingrich.  But  that  doesn’t 
matter,  because  perception  is 
everything  in  politics. 

Getting  beat  up  by  the 
likes  of  Rick  Santorum  and 
Newt  Gingrich  is  embarrassing. 
One  of  them  is  nuts  and  the 
other  has  so  much  baggage  he 
gets  charged  extra  when  he  gets 
on  an  airplane.  I’ll  leave  the 
detective  work  to  you.  They 
are  savvy  politicians,  however 


they  could  have  been  easily 
disposed. 

The  delegate  math  is 
everything  and  at  the  same  time 
nothing.  At  this  juncture,  CNN 
has  Romney  with  518,  Santorum 
with  239,  Gingrich  with  139, 
and  Paul  with  69  delegates. 

The  Romney  campaign 
is  quick  to  do  the  math,  and 
they  have  determined  that  it  is 
nearly  impossible  to  lose  the 
nomination. 

For  Romney  to  loose, 
Newt  would  have  to  hit  the 
road,  and  Santorum  would  need 
to  win  every  single  primary  with 
a commanding  60  percent. 

That’s  not  going  to 
happen,  Romney  seems  to  stick 
around  30  percent,  however 
he  has  been  able  to  get  much 
higher  depending  on  the  stakes. 
Gingrich  claims  that  he  is  going 
to  stay  in  the  race  all  the  way  up 
to  the  convention. 

The  final  reason  why  Rick 
Santorum  will  not  be  able  to 
beat  Mitt  Romney  in  delegates 
is  because  of  his  appeal.  While 
he  has  been  able  to  get  35 
percent  in  some  states,  he  has 
very  limited  appeal. 

Even  if  Gingrich  leaves 
the  race,  I don’t  think  Santorum 
has  what  it  take  to  get  above 
40  percent.  In  a two  man  race, 
Romney  will  always  win.  He 
has  a positive  image  and  his 
campaign  is  structured  to  do 
battle  with  one  opponent.  The 
Romney  campaign  was  built  to 


the  tone  of  President  Obama’s 
weaknesses . They  expected  little 
resistance,  and  they  expected 
to  have  about  10  months  to 
hammer  the  President. 

The  reason  that  the 
delegate  math  might  not  matter 
is  because  of  perception.  If 
Romney  is  perceived  to  be 
weak,  this  will  go  all  the  way  to 
the  Republican  Convention. 

A brokered  convention 
could  be  seriously  damaging, 
meaning  that  just  about  anybody 
could  get  the  nomination,  not 
just  established  candidates.  A 
dark  horse  candidacy  could  be 
laying  in  wait. 

If  Mitt  can’t  lock  things  up 
by  the  third  ballot,  the  delegates 
could  change  their  minds  and 
cast  in  the  direction  of  someone 
else.  That  is  why  Mitt  Romney 
needs  to  get  energized  and  start 
fighting  for  this  nomination. 
A brokered  convention  is  bad 
news.  It  means  that  our  nominee 
is  uncertain. 

President  Obama  is  weak. 
He  barely  has  a record  to  run 
on.  I am  unwilling  to  ever 
support  Santorum  or  Gingrich 
as  our  party’s  leader,  it’s  too  big 
a risk. 

My  message  to  the 
Romney  campaign  is  to  wake 
up,  and  start  winning.  We  need 
a nominee  who  will  be  able  to 
take  the  economic  fight  to  the 
President,  and  Mitt  Romney  is 
the  only  candidate  poised  to  do 
so. 


Editor’s 


Hi  everyone. 

I didn’t  want  to  write  an  editor’s  desk  this  week, 
just  like  most  people  probably  didn’t  want  to  go 
to  classes  because  the  weather  has  been  insanely 
warm. 

So  instead  of  writing  my  own  words,  I think  I’ll 
steal  from  someone  else: 

What  shall  I do  with  all  the  days  and  hours 
That  must  be  counted  ere  1 see  thy  face? 

How  shall  I charm  the  interval  that  lowers 
Between  this  time  and  that  sweet  time  of  grace? 
~Frances  Anne  Kemble 

Enjoy  the  weather  while  it  lasts,  everyone,  and 
have  a great  weekend. 

Samantha  Fahey 

Editor-in-Chief 

sfahey 5744 @ westfield  .ma  .edu 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ''letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@westfield.  ma.  edu. 
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Elton  John  - Bom  March  25, 1947  My  Lai  Massacre  Conviction  - March  29, 1971 


Bom  Reginald  Kenneth 
Dwight  in  Middlesex, 
England,  acclaimed  pia- 
nist and  pop  star  Elton 
John  is  one  of  the  best- 
selling artists  of  all-time. 
His  career  started  at  11. 
While  at  school,  his  in- 
terest in  music  turned  to 
American  music,  inspired 
by  rock  and  roll  icons  like 
Little  Richard  and  Jerry 
Lee  Lewis.  Soon,  John’s 
career  took  off,  gaining  his 
first  major  hit  in  1970  with 
the  ballad  “Your  Song”. 
The  next  four  years  would 
see  massive  success  for 


Elton,  and  by  the  release 
of  his  best-selling  album, 
1973’s  Goodbye  Yel- 
low Brick  Road,  he  was 
a full-fledged  superstar. 
His  records  sold  millions 
of  copies,  and  his  gaudy 
stage  presence  filled  with 
costumes  and  grandeur 
captivated  his  audiences. 
Though  his  mainstream 
popularity  waned  during 
the  remainder  of  the  de- 
cade, he  saw  a return  to 
the  limelight  in  the  1990s, 
when  he  became  one  of 
the  first  male  pop  stars  to 
declare  his  homosexual- 
ity. His  score  for  Disney’s 
The  Lion  King  in  1994 
was  massively  success- 
ful, and  his  new  version 
of  1973’s  “Candle  in  the 
Wind”  recorded  in  tribute 
to  Princess  Diana  (fol- 
lowing her  death  in  1997) 
sold  over  30  million  cop- 
ies worldwide,  retaining 
its  status  as  the  best  sell- 
ing single  of  all-time  to 
this  day. 


{facts  from  biographycom) 


One  of  the  most  shock- 
ing events  of  the  infamous 
Vietnam  War  occurred  on 
March  16,  1968,  when  the 
American  soldiers  of  Char- 
lie Company,  11th  Brigade 
opened  fire  upon  crowds  of 
innocent  South  Viemamese 
civihans  in  the  village  of 
My  Lai,  killing  over  300 
unarmed  people  includ- 
ing women,  children,  and 
the  elderly.  The  weary  and 
shell-shocked  members 
of  Charhe  Company  had 
recently  witnessed  high 
counts  of  deaths  attribute 
to  the  Vietcong,  a militant 
group  of  Vietnamese  com- 
munists known  for  their 

(facts  frc 


“guerilla  warfare”  style  of 
battle  and  eventual  defeat 
of  American  forces.  With 
a vengeful  mentaUty  under 
the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant WiUiam  Calley,  the 
company  entered  the  vil- 
lage and  opened  fire  with- 
out discrimination,  forcing 
some  to  round  up  in  a ditch 
to  be  shot.  News  of  this 
event  outraged  the  Ameri- 
can pubhc  and  blurred 
the  country’s  motives  and 
enthusiasm  in  fighting 
the  rise  of  communism 
in  Viemam.  Amidst  the 
controversy,  Calley  was 
put  on  trial  for  his  actions 
and  sentenced  to  hfe  in 
prison,  though  he  appealed 
and  was  released  in  1974. 
This  case  draws  parallels 
to  the  current  situation  in 
Afghanistan  with  Staff 
Sargeant  Robert  Bales, 
who  is  accused  of  killing 
16  Afghan  civihans  in  cold 
blood.  Authorities  are  de- 
bating whether  to  seek  the 
death  penalty  for  Bales’  al- 
leged actions.  His  trial  is 
sure  to  bring  comparisons 
to  Lt.  WiUiam  Calley’s. 

1 pbs.org) 


Ludwig  van  Beethoven  - Died  March  26. 1827 


Many  beUeve  that 
Beethoven  is  the  single 
^eatest  composer  in  mu- 
sic history.  As  the  leading 
composer  of  the  Romantic 
period  of  the  late  17()0s  and 
early  18(X)s,  his  work  led  a 
paradigmatic  shift  in  Clas- 
sical music  that  saw  a mc«e 
passionate  and  emotional 
form  of  songwriting  filled 
with  the  energy  of  the  time. 
Bom  in  Bonn,  Germany, 
Beethoven  was  tasked  with 
providing  from  his  famUy 
in  his  adolescence,  earn- 
ing money  and  budding 
his  reputation  as  a musi- 
cian playing  organ  for  his 
church.  From  here,  he  fur- 
ther improved  his  notoriety 
as  he  slowly  unveUed  his 
compositions  and  gained 
approval  from  the  leaders 
of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire 
to  continue  working  under 
patronage  of  the  church. 
Drawing  influence  from  the 
worlds  of  hterature , phUoso- 
phy  and  pohtics,  Beethoven 
was  able  to  create  acutely 
humanistic  forms  of  music 
that  perfectly  captured  the 
emotion  of  man, 


all  whUe  battling  partial 
deafness  from  a young  age. 
He  pioneered  different  ap- 
proaches to  composition, 
including  sonatas,  sympho- 
nies, concertos  and  quartets . 
Much  of  his  greatest  work 
was  composed  in  the  final 
ten  years  of  his  life,  when 
he  suffered  from  complete 
deafness.  He  was  respected 
so  much  by  the  church  that 
it  paid  him  a salary  based 
upon  whatever  music  he 
composed,  whenever  he 
felt  like  writing,  allowing 
him  complete  artistic  free- 
dom to  further  develop  the 
art  of  Classical  music  until 
his  death  in  1827. 


s from  biography  x:oro) 


Book  Review:  Roth’s  “Anatomy  Lesson”  Features  His  Trademark  Dry  Wit 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Over  spring  break,  I had 
the  opportunity  to  read  for  fun 
for  a nice  change.  I’m  not  say- 
ing that  the  books  I have  to  read 
for  my  Lit  classes  aren’t  good, 
but  it  is  nice  to  kick  back  with 
one  of  my  favorite  authors. 

I have  been  a fan  of 
Roth’s  since  late  high  school, 
and  I picked  up  his  novel  “The 
Anatomy  Lesson”  because  of  its 
intriguing  title.  “The  Anatomy 
Lesson”  is  the  third  book  in  the 
Zuckerman  Trilogy.  Having  not 
read  the  two  previous  novels  in 
the  trilogy,  I can’t  rightfully  say 
how  it  compares,  but  I enjoyed 
it.  “The  Anatomy  Lesson”  com- 
bines Roth’s  trademark  dry 


sense  of  humor  with  one  of  his 
favorite  protagonists:  a writer, 
and  oftentimes,  a struggling 
writer.  The  writer  at  the  center 
of  “The  Anatomy  Lesson”  is 
Nathan  Zuckerman. 

Zuckerman  has  been 
called  Roth’s  fictional  alter  ego, 
considering  how  both  Roth  and 
Zuckerman  are  from  New  Jer- 
sey, and  both  writers  became 
famous  for  giving  irreverent 
portrayals  of  Jewish-American 
Life. 

However,  Zuckerman  is 
different  from  Roth.  In  “The 
Anatomy  Lesson”,  Zuckerman 
suffers  from  acute,  chronic 
pain.  The  problem  is  that  no 
doctor  can  find  the  cause  for  his 
pain.  To  make  matters  worse, 
this  pain  makes  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult for  him  to  write.  To  top  it 


all  off,  he  is  a balding,  middle- 
aged  man  that  has  gone  through 
four  divorces. 

He  is  estranged  from  his 
brother,  and  his  parents  are 
dead.  It  seems  that  Zuckerman 
has  nothing  going  for  him.  The 
only  things  that  keep  him  going 
are  his  harem  of  women  that 
attend  to  him  (nurses,  house- 
maids, wayward  teens,  and 
wives),  drugs,  and  booze. 

He  hasn’t  been  able  to 
write  for  months,  and  he  is  stag- 
nant. Yearning  for  a change  in 
his  life,  he  decides  to  apply  to 
medical  school.  So,  he  hops  a 
plane  to  Chwicago  to  attend 
medical  school  at  his  alma 
mater.  The  University  of  Chi- 
cago. However,  the  trip  is  not 
all  smooth  sailing. 

However,  things  take  a 


nosedive  when  he  comes  in 
contact  with  his  old  college 
buddy  Bobby,  an  anesthesiolo- 
gist at  a hospital  in  Chicago.  At 
this  point,  Zuckerman  is  hopped 
up  on  booze,  pot,  and  pdls. 
When  coming  in  contact  with 
strangers,  Zuckerman  takes  on 
an  alternate  personality  in  or- 
der to  put  some  spice  back  into 
his  life.  The  instances  in  which 
Zuckerman  takes  on  this  alter- 
nate personality  are  some  of  the 
most  humorous  in  the  novel. 

Although,  his  self-medi- 
cation takes  a toll  on  him  when 
Zuckerman  wakes  up  in  the 
hospital  after  overdosing  in  the 
middle  of  a cemetery,  after  try- 
ing to  injure  his  limo  driver  and 
Bobby’s  father.  At  this  point  in 
the  novel,  Zuckerman  is  forced 
to  drop  his  alternate  personality 


and  face  the  things  that  he  has 
been  running  from  throughout 
the  novel:  his  chronic  pain,  and 
himself.  “The  Anatomy  Les- 
son” is  fuU  of  Roth’s  dry,  trade- 
mark humor,  accompanied  by 
his  cynicism  in  regards  to  the 
old  Jewish-American  ideals  and 
traditions. 

This  novel  also  focuses  on 
mortality  and  something  we  all 
have  to  face  eventually:  death. 
Not  only  is  “The  Anatomy  Les- 
son” good  for  a few  laughs, 
but  it  is  an  intelligent  read  that 
keeps  the  reader  guessing.  So, 
if  you  are  looking  for  a decent 
read  that  will  make  you  laugh 
and  think  about  mortality,  pick 
up  Philip  Roth’s  “The  Anatomy 
Lesson.”  It  is  available  for  bor- 
rowing in  the  Ely  Library,  so 
check  it  out. 
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WSKB:  A quirky  alternative  for  Western  Massachusetts 


Karen  Muller 

Voice  Reporter 


It’s  10:30  on  a Monday 
night,  and  Westfield  State  Uni- 
versity’s main  campus  is  quiet, 
but  DJ  Paul  Basile  is  in  the 
WSKB  radio  studio  creating 
some  noise  of  his  own. 

Every  Monday  night,  he 
j broadcasts  the  show  Bastards  of 
i Young  from  the  station  on  the 
\ recently  renovated  third  floor  of 
j Ely  Campus  Center. 

It’s  a cheerfully  cramped 
environment;  the  walls,  which 
were  originally  painted  a not- 
so-rock-n’-roll  beige,  are  plas- 
tered with  band  posters,  concert 
promos,  and  cryptic,  crayon- 
drawn  inside  jokes  created  by 
the  staff. 

I The  floor  is  crowded 

I with  furniture  and  technology, 
I including  two  squashy  yellow 
couches,  multiple  CPU  towers, 
■■  a file  cabinet  spray-painted  with 
. red  flames,  and  the  massive, 
i looming  network  server,  which 
j emits  a low  hum  from  the  cor- 
j ner  of  the  room. 

! It’s  this  jam-packed  but 

I laid-back  environment  that  al- 
lows WSKB’s  DJs  to  do  what 
they  do  best  and  produce  one- 
of-a-kind  shows  that  defy  the 
conventions  of  traditional  radio 
; programming. 

As  the  host  of  a punk 
j show,  Basile  looks  the  part, 
r slouching  around  the  studio  in  a 
Rancid  t-shirt  and  ripped  jeans, 
I dark  hair  curling  around  the 
{ edges  of  his  newsboy  cap. 

I Ordinarily,  he’d  be  shar- 

^ ing  the  show  with  his  co-host 
* Matt  Futterleib,  but  tonight  is 
I a rare  occasion  and  Basile  is  on 
i his  own. 

I His  brown  eyes  shift 

j nervously  in  conversation,  but 
I behind  the  microphone,  he’s 
I in  his  element,  telling  stories 
i and  discussing  the  local  punk 
! scene. 

I At  the  moment,  he’s 

: perched  on  the  edge  of  an  of- 


fice chair,  simultaneously  an- 
nouncing the  next  song— a 
drum-heavy  number  by  Against 
Me!  and  chatting  on  Facebook, 
where  he’s  hoping  to  get  a few 
requests  from  listeners. 

After  he  adjusts  the 
soundboard  and  cues  up  the 
song,  Basile  ducks  out  from  be- 
neath the  steel  pivots  of  the  mi- 
crophones and  makes  his  way  to 
the  storage  closet  in  the  back  of 
the  room. 

Though  the  closet  re- 
ceives little  attention  from  most 
of  the  DJs,  it’s  actually  the  big- 
gest link  to  the  station’s  past— 
behind  the  door  lies  crate  after 
crate  of  abandoned  records, 
from  an  era  when  music  was 
more  than  a digital  signal. 

Much  like  that  old  vinyl, 
campus  radio’s  role  has  been 
threatened  by  newer  technolo- 
gy—and  lovers  of  quirky  col- 
lege programming  might  worry 
that  it’s  on  the  verge  of  becom- 
ing obsolete. 

Long  before  the  advent  of 
iTunes,  online  streaming,  and 
music  piracy,  college  radio  ruled 
the  underground  music  scene. 
Stations  like  WSKB  weren’t 
permitted  to  play  mainstream 
radio  hits,  but  this  ban  from  the 
Top  40  charts  came  as  a bless- 
ing to  thousands  of  independent 
up-and-coming  bands  that  were 
craving  exposure. 

As  a result,  college  sta- 
tions began  to  build  this  second 
scene  as  an  option  for  those 
who  wanted  to  listen  to  artists 
who  didn’t  fit  the  mold  of  the 
mainstream  industry. 

While  WSKB’s  DJs  are 
still  held  to  those  same  guide- 
lines, college  radio  no  longer 
holds  a monopoly  on  the  indie 
scene. 

Music’s  availability  on- 
line, paired  with  the  populariza- 
tion of  “hipster”  culture— glori- 
fying the  “underground”— has 
robbed  stations  such  as  WSKB 
of  the  influence  that  they  once 
had  on  campus. 

As  times  have  changed, 
the  station’s  board  and  DJs  have 


been  pressed  to  find  ways  to 
keep  content  fresh  and  relevant. 

“Truthfully,  1 have  never 
listened  to  the  school  radio,  nor 
do  I know  anything  about  it,” 
explains  sophomore  psychol- 
ogy major  Lauren  Joyce. 

That  sentiment  is  shared 
by  many  Westfield  students, 
who,  like  Joyce,  choose  to  listen 
music  in  other  forms,  whether 
they’re  killing  time  with  an 
iPod  between  classes  or  stream- 
ing custom  stations  on  websites 
such  as  Pandora  or  Groove- 
shark. 

Websites  like  these  allow 
listeners  to  discover  new  songs 
and  bands  that  are  tailored  to 
their  personal  tastes,  whereas 
college  radio  exposes  listen- 
ers to  a much  wider  scope  of 
genres,  which  can  be  both  a 
strength  and  a shortcoming. 

Jarryd  Conz,  the  station’s 
music  director,  defends  radio’s 
role  on  campus.  “Just  because 
we’re  small  and  no  one  has  re- 
ally heard  of  us  doesn’t  matter. 
I love  selecting  music  for  rota- 
tion and  doing  my  show  with 
my  friends. 

“I  think  there  is  an  art  to 
putting  on  a good  show.  Just  the 
idea  that  you’re  putting  some- 
thing out  there,  that  potentially 
anyone  can  listen  to,  is  a magi- 
cal feeling.” 

Thanks  to  online  stream- 
ing, while  that  vision  may  have 
less  influence  on  campus  than 
it  did  in  decades  past,  it  also 
has  the  potential  to  reach  new 
crowds  and  cover  distances  that 
it  never  could  before. 

While  the  station’s  radio 
signal  only  reaches  the  borders 
of  Westfield,  Basile  explains  that 
with  WSKB’s  online  streaming, 
he’s  been  able  to  gain  listeners 
in  places  like  California,  Toron- 
to, and  even  Scotland. 

“If  friends  and  family 
back  home  want  to  tune  in,  the 
internet  is  a great  way  for  them 
to  do  that”  he  said. 

Regardless,  according 
to  Austin  Hall,  host  of  Culture 
Shock,  an  alternative,  metal. 


and  talk  show  that  ran  for  three 
semesters,  WSKB’s  main  focus 
isn’t  to  gain  the  attention  of  or 
cater  to  the  masses. 

Hall’s  scruffy  beard, 
black  Ray-Ban  frames,  and 
purple  canvas  sneakers  hint 
toward  an  inclination  to  indie 
music— however,  he  explains 
that  working  for  the  station  has 
taught  him  some  unexpected 
things  about  the  indie  scene  and 
what  makes  for  a good  radio 
show. 

“I  think  it’s  made  me  real- 
ize that  a lot  of  indie  music  is 
kind  of  bull.  When  I came  to 
school  I really  wanted  to  lis- 
ten to  indie  music...  and  that 
was  part  of  my  ‘in’  for  doing  it 
[WSKB],”  he  said. 

“But  then  I hear  some  of 
the  stuff  that  they  make  us  play 
to  fulfill  a requirement,  and 
I’d  be  like,  ‘Oh,  this  might  be 
cool,’  or  ‘Oh,  this  sucks,  this  is 
terrible!’ 

“There’s  a lot  of  indie  mu- 
sic I’ve  heard  that’s  like,  they’re 
just  trying  to  be  different  and 
not  trying  to  make  good  music. 
That’s  why  I think  there’s  good 
music  in  all  genres,  and  indie 
music  doesn’t  have  a monopoly 
on  that.” 

Through  Culture  Shock, 
along  with  his  two  previous  ra- 
dio shows.  Red  and  Read  and 
Phil  on  the  Radio,  Hall  was 
able  to  explore  the  freedom 
of  the  college  radio  format: 
Aside  from  the  requirement  to 
play  a minimum  of  six  songs 
from  a playlist  selected  by  the 
station’s  music  directors,  DJs 
are  free  to  divide  up  the  rest 
of  the  two-hour  show  however 
they  want. 


While  that  frequently 
means  choosing  favorite  songs 
for  airplay.  Hall  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  experi- 
ment with  less-traditional  for- 
matting when  he  formed  Phil 
on  the  Radio,  a philosophy  talk 
show,  with  some  friends. 

Along  with  the  occa- 
sional language  slip-ups,  now 
and  then,  things  just  don’t  go  as 
planned  in  the  studio:  technol- 
ogy fails,  silence  falls,  and  once 
in  a while,  co-hosts  don’t  even 
show. 

While  these  obstacles  can 
prove  frustrating  to  the  DJs, 
they’re  all  a part  of  the  crash 
course  in  broadcasting  that 
WSKB  sometimes  serves  as— 
and  while  a blooper-free  show 
might  be  preferable,  errors  just 
serve  to  remind  DJs  that  the  sta- 
tion is  as  much  about  education 
as  it  is  about  entertainment. 

According  to  much  of 
the  station’s  staff,  it’s  this  kind 
of  learning  experience  that  will 
keep  college  radio  a valuable 
institution  on  campus,  regard- 
less of  its  online  competition. 

As  Hall  explains,  it’s  a 
sort  of  “self-fulfilling  niche.” 
DJs  want  the  opportunity  to  cre- 
ate unique  shows  and  have  their 
ideas  and  music  heard.  Future 
radio  professionals  need  a place 
to  learn  the  ropes. 

Listeners  crave  exposure 
to  unique  and  experimental 
songs.  These  groups  are  moti- 
vated by  personal  satisfaction, 
not  a need  for  attention. 

As  Basile  puts  it,  “It’s 
what  I look  forward  to  every 
week...  This  is  definitely  my 
favorite  thing  about  life  here  at 
Westfield.” 


Read  any  good  books  lately? 

Seen  any  good  movies? 

How  about  concerts  - are  there  any  coming 
to  the  Western  Mass  area  soon  that  you  think 
people  should  know  about? 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

7/jr  such  a cool feeling  to  see  your  name  in  print! 
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Charts 

Billboard  Top  10 

1 . fun.-  “We  Are  Young” 

2.  Kelly  Clarkson-  “Stron- 
ger (What  I>oesn’t  Kill 
You)” 

3.  Adele-  “Set  Fire  to  the 
Rain” 

4.  The  Wanted-  “Glad  You 
Came” 

5.  Gotye  feat.  Kimbra- 
“Somebody  That  I Used  to 
Know” 

6.  David  Guetta  feat.  Nicki 
Minaj-  “Turn  Me  On” 

7.  Drake-  “Take  Care” 

8.  Snoop  Dogg  & Wiz 
Khalifa- “Young, Wild* 
Free” 

9.  Nicki  Minaj- 
“Starships” 

10.  Katy  Perry-  “Part  of 
Me” 


Top  Albums 

ITady  Antebellum-  Own 

the  Night 

2.  Adele-21 

3.  Lil  Wayne-  Carter  IV 

4.  Brantley  Gilbert-  Half- 
way to  Heaven 
S.Staind-  Staind 

6.  The  Beatles  - 1 

7.  George  Strat  -Here  For  a 
Good  Time 

8 . Dream  Theater  - A Dra- 
matic Turn  of  Events 

9 Jay-Z  and  Kayne  West- 
Watch  the  Throne 


Nielsen  Top  10 

1 . American  Idol  (Wednes- 
day) (FOX) 

2.  American  Idol 
(Thursday)  (FOX) 

3.  The  Voice  (NBC) 

4.  iVC/S  (CBS) 

5. CS/(CBS) 

6.  Criminal  Minds  (CBS) 

7.  NCIS:  Los  Angeles 
(CBS) 

8. 60  Minutes  (CBS) 

9.  Missing  (ABC) 

10.  The  Bachelor:  After  the 
Final  Rose  (ABC) 


Immortal  Technique  brings  revolutionary  message  to  Northampton 


Jarryd  Conz 

Voice  Reporter 


Underground  hip  hop  fans 
packed  Pearl  Street  nightclub 
in  Northampton  Friday,  March 
16th  to  see  legendary  artists  Im- 
mortal Technique  and  Chino  XL 
perform. 

If  one  word  were  to  be 
used  to  describe  Immortal 
Technique  it  would  be  “real.” 
His  revolutionary  message  and 
fiercely  independent  ethic  have 
made  him  one  of  the  leading  fig- 
ures in  the  underground  hip-hop 
scene. 

Tackling  political  and 
social  issues,  his  unapologetic 
viewpoints  have  made  him  a 
controversial  figure.  Yet,  he  has 
developed  a large  fan  base  by 
those  who  see  him  as  a messiah 
in  this  age  of  increasingly  com- 
mercialized hip-  hop. 

Being  of  Afro-Peruvian 
descent.  Immortal  Technique 
moved  from  Peru  to  Harlem, 
New  York  at  a very  young  age. 
He  first  rose  to  prominence  in 
the  underground  “battle  rap”  cir- 
cuit. 

Making  the  successful 
transition  to  a recording  artist, 
his  first  two  albums  Revolution- 
ary Vol . 1 and  Revolutionary  Vol . 
2 were  released  independently 
on  his  own  Viper  Records,  and 
met  great  success. 

Friday’s  show  opened  with 
several  rappers  from  Technique’s 
“Rebel  Armz”  crew,  which  in- 
cluded J.  Arch,  the  duo  Da  Cir- 
cle, hype-man  Poison  Pen,  and 
DJ  G.I.  Joe.  Although  lyrically 
worlds  away  from  the  skills  of 
the  headliners,  they  put  on  great 
performances  that  made  tribute 
to  the  origins  of  hip-  hop. 

Chino  XL  came  on  next 
with  a set  of  amazing  lyricism. 
Rising  to  prominence  in  the  mid 
90s  his  technical  flow  and  speed 
have  earned  him  much  respect. 
Between  songs  he  went  on  ex- 
tended a cappella  freestyles  that 
either  made  the  audience  laugh, 
or  hang  their  jaws  open. 


A sense  of  wonder  filled 
the  room  when  Immortal  Tech- 
nique took  the  stage.  He  is  cer- 
tainly an  intense  individual,  yet 
one  develops  a relationship  of 
trust  when  he  speaks. 

Track  after  track  he 
pumped  out  many  of  his  clas- 
sics, proving  politically  minded 
thinking  still  exists  in  hip-hop. 
Dealing  with  class  struggles, 
racism,  and  global  politics. 
Technique’s  songs  are  about  as 
heavy  as  music  can  get. 

Some  highlights  of  the 
night  included  “Peruvian  Co- 
caine,” a story  that  outlines  the 
path  drugs  take  from  farms  of 
South  America  to  the  streets  of 
U.S.  cities,  and  “Fourth  Branch”, 
an  attack  on  mainstream  news 
media. 

The  concert  also  feamred 
many  cuts  from  his  latest  mix- 
tape  “The  Martyr,”  an  incred- 
ible record  that  he  gave  away  for 
free  on  the  Internet.  The  soulful 
“Natural  Beauty,”  is  a critique  on 
the  media’s  portrayal  of  women. 
The  performance  of  this  song 
gave  a well  needed  break  to  the 
intensity  of  the  set. 

Perhaps  the  climax  of 
the  night  was  “Dance  With  the 
Devil.”  This  incredibly  mov- 
ing piece  tells  the  horrific  tale 
of  a young  man  trying  to  prove 


photo  by  streetgangs.com 

himself,  which  leads  to  rape  and 
murder.  After  the  song  Tech- 
nique stated  how  people  always 
ask  him  whether  or  not  it’s  a true 
story. 

He  responded  with  “this 
happens  in  every  country  around 
the  world,  every  day”.  He  then 
continued  by  saying  how  men 
who  mistreat  women  are  a dis- 
grace, and  that  women  are  the 
backbone  of  our  society,  and  of 
any  revolution.  Technique  gave 
several  speeches  over  the  course 
of  the  night  that  were  empower- 
ing to  women.  This  attimde  was 


very  encouraging  knowing  the 
misogynistic  stereotypes  that 
hip-hop  is  often  labeled  with. 

Immortal  Technique  al- 
ways talks  to  his  fans  after  per- 
formances. Sure  enough,  imme- 
diately after  the  concert  all  the 
“Rebel  Armz”  crew  marched  to 
the  back  of  the  room,  and  what 
seemed  like  every  one  in  the 
venue  lined  up  to  shake  hands. 

This  dedication  to  fans 
was  very  admirable,  and  al- 
though his  stage  presence  has 
a mythical  aura  to  it,  he  is  hu- 
man, which  I almost  forgot  un- 
til he  walked  right  by  me.  You 
don’t  have  to  agree  with  every 
word  the  man  says  to  appreciate 
his  message.  Put  in  the  simplest 
terms,  it’s  about  encouraging 
people  to  question  power  and 
fight  for  freedom  and  equality. 

All  political  messages 
aside,  this  show  was  a celebra- 
tion of  culture.  Just  as  all  the  art- 
ists on  stage  explained  repeated- 
ly to  the  audience:  it’s  not  about 
race,  gender,  religion,  or  home- 
town. It’s  about  simply  having  a 
love  for  hip-hop. 

Immortal  Technique  is  an  J 
incredibly  intelligent  and  gifted  | 
man,  revolutionary  leader,  and  | 
one  hell  of  a MC.  Yet,  if  he  heard  j 
me  glorifying  him  too  much  he’d 
probably  have  to  lecture  me. 

After  all  it’s  not  about  him. 
It’s  about  the  movement. 


Are  there  any  concerts  going  on  in  our  area 
of  Western  MA,? 

Read  any  good  books  lately?  Seen  any  good  ^ 
movies?  Even  bad  experiences  are  worth  , 
sharing.  m ^ 

Is  there  a play  going  on  at  WSU? 

Are  you  involved  in  it? 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see 
your  name  in  printi 

email: 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
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Lycoming  Lacrosse  Edges  Westfield,  11-10 


Down  by  four  goals  mid- 
way through  the  first  half,  the 
Lycoming  College  women’s  la- 
crosse team  scored  nine  of  the 
next  1 1 and  withstood  a late  run 
from  Westfield  State  to  take  an 
11-10  decision  for  the  Warriors’ 
third  straight  win  in  non-con- 
ference action  at  the  Shangraw 
Athletic  Complex  on  a sunny 
Sunday  afternoon,  March  18. 

Junior  Brooke  Strausser 
led  the  Warriors  (3-2  over- 
all) with  six  goals  for  the  third 
straight  game  while  also  add- 
ing seven  groundballs  and  two 
caused  turnovers.  Both  fresh- 
men Alysha  Conley  and  Casey 
Maguire  posted  two  goals. 

The  Warriors  domi- 
nated on  the  ground,  posting 
31  groundballs  and  forcing  20 
Westfield  State  turnovers  in  the 
win,  while  also  proving  the  ag- 
gressor, forcing  Westfield  State 
(1-2  overall)  into  43  fouls. 

The  Owls  built  a 6-2  lead 


in  the  first  15  minutes  of  the 
game,  as  they  moved  the  ball 
with  ease  thanks  to  Maura  Stack 
posting  a goal  and  two  assists 
and  Genna  Raffaelo  adding  two 
goals. 

A pair  of  Westfield  State 
yellow  cards  proved  fruitful  for 
the  Warriors,  though,  as  Strauss- 
er connected  on  a pair  of  free- 
position  shots  to  cut  the  lead  to 
two  goals.  She  cut  the  goal  to  a 
point  with  4: 16  left  and  Conley 
used  the  first  of  her  two  goals  to 
tie  the  game  with  2:42  left. 

After  a man-up  goal  with 
1:44  left  by  Westfield  State,  the 
Warriors  responded  before  the 
half,  with  sophomore  Maureen 
Heagy  tying  the  score  on  a free- 
position  connection  with  38 
seconds  left. 

Lycoming  kept  the  pres- 
sure on  in  the  second  half,  with 
Strausser  connecting  twice  in 
the  first  five  minutes  of  the  half. 
After  Westfield  State’s  Carley 


Keeley  cut  the  lead  to  9-8  with 
11:42  left,  the  Warriors  got  a 
big  goal  from  Conley  on  a free- 
position  attempt  with  8:21  left 
and  Maguire  gave  Lycoming  an 
11-8  lead  with  a score  to  the  up- 
per left  comer  with  7:00  left. 

Westfield  State  added  two 
goals  late,  but  Lycoming  con- 
trolled the  draw  with  20  sec- 
onds left  to  maintain  the  11-10 
margin. 

Freshman  Erin  Cienie- 
wicz  posted  five  groundballs 
and  five  draw  controls  and 
Conley,  junior  Hope  Pappas, 
freshman  Liz  Francescone,  and 
Maguire  each  picked  up  two 
groundballs  for  Lycoming. 

Keeley  led  the  Owls  with 
two  goals  and  an  assist  and  Raf- 
faelo also  notched  two  goals. 
Maura  Stack  contributed  a goal 
and  two  assists  as  eight  Owls 
factored  into  the  team’s  scor- 
ing. Sarah  Giardino  picked  up  a 
team-high  three  groundballs. 


photo  by  Mickey  Curtis 

Freshman  Bridget  Everett  scored  a goal  in  Westfield’s 
comeback  attempt  late  in  the  second  half  vs.  Lycoming 
College  in  Williamsport,  Pa. 


►»»>  ACCEPTED  HERE  <«|0 


Planning  a 
event?  Let  us 
do  the  work! 
call  for  speical 
pricing! 

Want  something 
different?  Try  our 
new  Indian  menu! 


This  weeks 
speciolsl 


HTTP://WWW.PAPeRaTYPIZZeRIA,COM 


Wk.ST!  IK1.0  .Sr.VI  1.  C.NIVtRSI  i V 


HTTP  //WWW,  fee* book . eo<n/Pop#rCiryPi 270 


10  Wings,  Lg  Pries 
and  a 2ltr  Soda 
for  just  $10.50! 


Like  us  on 

Facebook 


Take  out  or  Deliverv 

0 


78  Franklin  St. 
413-562-8500 
- Hours  - 

Mon  - Thurs  11  to  10 
Fri  A Sat  11  to  11 
Sunday  12  to  10 


Sm  Cheese  Pizza 
just  5 bucks! 
Order  $10  or  more 
and  its  only  $41 
(limit  2) 

Utitit  Ifit  WWW  WW  WW 

Have  you  tried  our  10 
styles  of  wings?! 
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Westfield  State  Rallies  To  Defeat  Elms,  7-3 
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photo  by  Matt  Jardin 


Nick  Champeau  scores  the  game-tying  run  in  the  sev- 
enth inning. 


Freshman  third  baseman 
Jeremy  Tanguay  was  4 for  4 and 
delivered  the  game-winning  hit, 
an  RBI  double  in  a four-run  sev- 
enth-inning uprising,  as  West- 
field  State  University  rallied  a 
7-3  victory  over  Elms  College 
on  Tuesday,  March  20. 

The  Owls  improved  their 
record  to  5-6  following  the  non- 
conference victory;  they  host 
Albertus  Magnus  College  in  the 
second  game  of  an  eight-game 
homestand  on  Thursday,  March 
22  at  3:30.  Elms  drops  to  4-9. 

Trailing  3-2  the  Owls 
scored  their  four  seventh-inning 
runs  on  four  hits  and  two  Elms 
errors.  With  two  outs  and  the 
bases  empty,  freshman  desig- 
nated hitter  Nick  Champeau 
continued  his  hot  hitting  by  sin- 
gling through  the  left  side. 

Senior  first  baseman  Josh 
Blair  blasted  a double  to  left- 


center  and  Champeau  scam- 
pered home  with  the  game-tying 
run  when  the  shortstop  hobbled 
the  relay  throw. 

Tanguay  then  ripped  his 
game- winning  hit,  a double 
down  the  leftfield  line.  Tanguay 
boosted  his  batting  average  to 
.565  (13  for  23)  following  the 
perfect  day  at  the  plate. 

Freshman  pinch  hitter  Dan 
Rokitowski  drove  in  two  insur- 
ance runs  when  he  smacked  a 
single  to  centerfield  for  a 6-3 
lead.  Westfield  scored  its  final 
run  in  the  eighth  when  freshman 
leftfielder  Mike  Molta  doubled 
to  the  leftfield  warning  track 
and  scored  on  a single  by  junior 
catcher  Andrew  Medeiros. 

Tanguay,  Blair  and  Cham- 
peau teamed  up  for  nine  of  West- 
field’s hit.  The  6-4,  245-pound 
Blair  also  had  a big  day;  he  was 
3 for  4 with  a triple,  double  and 


two  runs  scored.  Champeau  was 
2 for  5 with  a double. 

Elms  scored  all  of  its  runs 
in  the  second  inning.  The  Blaz- 
ers collected  four  of  their  seven 
hits  in  the  third  frame,  including 
a two-run  single  by  Alex  King 
(Lebanon,  Conn.). 

Westfield  scored  two  un- 
earned runs  in  the  fourth  inning 
on  two  hits  and  two  Elms  er- 
rors. 

Donny  Morse  (Alfred, 
Maine)  was  the  only  player  with 
multiple  hits  for  Elms;  he  was  2 
for  4 with  a double. 

Westfield  starting  pitcher 
Aaron  Messier  was  credited 
with  the  victory.  He  allowed 
seven  hits  and  three  walks  and 
struck  out  five  in  seven  com- 
plete innings.  Pitching  an  in- 
ning of  hitless  rehef  were  Kevin 
Zyrkowski  and  Curt  Everett. 

The  Owls  defense  turned 


three  double  plays,  including  a 
6-4-3  twin  killing  that  got  them 
out  of  a bases  loaded  jam  in  the 
fifth. 

Freshman  pitcher  Geof- 


frey Frost  (Ludlow)  pitched 
seven  innings  to  suffered  the 
setback.  He  allowed  10  hits,  one 
earned  run  and  two  walks  with 
no  strikeouts. 


THE  BRYANT 
GRADUATE  PROGRAMS 

The  Bryant  University  Graduate  School  of  Business  prepares  students  for  success  in  their  chosen 
professions.  As  a graduate,  yon  will  join  an  impressive  alumni  community  that  includes  industry 
leaders  across  the  country  and  around  the  world. 


The  Bkvant  MB.A  0.-e-Year  Prockam 
FuU-thne,  day  ■program  for  all  majors 

• No  professional  experience  necessary 

• Distinguish  yourself  in  a ctanpetitive  job  market 

• Gain  hands-on  experience  with  the  Business 
Praaicum 


The  Bkyavt  Mastek  or  Professiohal 
Accountancy  (MPAc) 

Full-time,  day  program  for  accounting  majors 

• Meets  the  150  hour  requirement  for 
CPA  licensure 

• Complete  in  Summer/FaU,  Summer/Summet 
Fall/Spring  or  Spring/Summer 

• Tax  concentration  available  with 

Summer/Fall  or  Summer/Summer  plan 


Leakn  More  About  What  the  Bkyaxt  Graduate  School  has  to  Otter 
www.bryant.edu/gradschool  • 401.-232-6230 


Bryant 

UNIVERSITY 


Gkadvats  School  of  Bcsts^ 
Smithfield,  Rhode  Island 
wv,-w.bryant  edu 
(401)  z}z-6zyi 


WSU  senior  Schmidt  qualifies 
for  NCAA  diving  championships 


Westfield  State  Uni- 
versity senior  diver  Kim 
Schmidt  will  be  compet- 
ing in  the  NCAA  Division 
in  swimming  and  diving 
national  championships 
on  March  21-24  at  the 
Indiana  Natatorium  in  In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

This  wUl  be 
Schmidt’s  first  appearance 
in  the  NCAA  champion- 
ships after  capturing  the 
New  England  Intercolle- 
giate Swimming  and  Div- 
ing Association’s  (NEIS- 
DA)  one  and  three  meter 
diving  championships  for 
four  consecutive  years. 

Schmidt  set  school 
and  NEISDA  records  in 
both  events  this  year  with 
scores  of  449.45  points 
(one  meter  diving)  and 


434.05  points  (three  meter 
diving). 

’T  think  if  she  dives 
well  that  she  has  a good 
chance  to  finish  in  the  top 
eight,  that’s  our  goal,”  said 
Westfield  State  veteran 
head  coach  Dave  Laing, 
who  was  an  All-America 
diver  at  Springfield  Col- 
lege. 

“Her  scores  this 
year  on  the  low  board 
were  particularly  good. 
If  she  can  duplicate  what 
she  did  at  New  Englands  I 
think  she  can  place  high.” 

A total  of  22  divers 
qualified  for  the  NCAA 
Division  III  champion- 
ships. The  women’s  one 
meter  diving  is  scheduled 
for  Thursday,  March  22, 
and  the  three  meter  finals 


are  Saturday,  March  24. 

“I  think  Kim  will  be 
a little  nervous  since  this 
is  her  first  time  there  but  I 
just  told  her  to  dive  well, 
have  fun  and  enjoy  the  to-  ^ 
tal  championship  experi-  i 
ence,”  said  Laing.  “Kim  is 
excited  about  being  there 
and  it’s  a chance  for  her 
to  finally  compete  and 
find  out  what  she  can  do. 
That’s  the  neat  part.”  i 

Schmidt  will  be  the  i 
second  Westfield  State  1 
diver  participate  in  the 
NCAA  Division  IB  cham- 
pionships. Pittsfield  native 
Lori  Vincent  was  a six- 
time national  qualifier  and 
three-time  All-America, 
including  an  eighth  place 
on  the  one  meter  board 
her  senior  year  in  1991 . 


Articles  by  Mickey  Curtis,  published  on  the  Westfield  State 
University  Athletic’s  webpage 
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Morning  Joe 


By:  Joej  Cooper 


'\VeekCy  Look  at  tfie  IVorCcC  of  Sports”  Sports  Editor 


Peyton  Manning’s  free 
agency  ride  ended  Monday 
morning  when  sources  reported 
Manning’s  decision  to  begin 
negotiations  with  the  Denver 
Broncos. 

Both  Manning  and  the 
Broncos  have  agreed  upon  a 
five  year  contract  worth  up  to 
$96  million. 

Although  his  impact  with 
Denver  seems  evident,  his  im- 
pact on  other  teams  chasing 
him  has  left  some  organizations 
unsatisfied  and  searching  for 
answers. 

Manning’s  choice  ulti- 
mately dictated  what  will  hap- 
pen with  many  teams  around 
the  league  in  team’s  quest  for 
strengthening  their  quarterback 
position. 

The  Tennessee  Titans 
appeared  in  the  hunt  for  Man- 
ning’s services  earlier  last  week 
as  a serious  player  in  the  sweep- 


stakes for  acquiring  the  future 
hall  of  fame  quarterback. 

Manning  being  Tennessee 
Volunteer  alum,  led  many  to  be- 
lieve he  would  return  back  to  the 
area  with  the  chance  to  continue 
his  illustrious  career  in  the  AFC 
South  he  has  played  in  since  he 
entered  the  league  in  1998. 

After  banking  on  Man- 
ning to  come  to  town,  they  need 
to  switch  gears,  and  they  need 
to  act  quickly. 

The  Titans  are  consider- 
ing dealing  veteran  quarterback 
Matthew  Hasselbeck  by  the  way 
of  a trade  while  sticking  with 
their  young  gun  Jake  Lxx:ker. 

NFL  insiders  have 
linked  the  Cleveland  Browns 
as  possible  suitors  for  Has- 
selbeck; having  played  under 
the  current  GM  of  the  Browns 
Mike  Holmgren  for  nine  years 
in  Seattle  directly  connects  the 
two. 


By  sitting  around  waiting 
for  Manning,  the  Titans  failed 
to  make  a pitch  to  the  most  cov- 
eted defensive  free  agent  DE/ 
LB  Mario  Williams. 

The  Miami  Dolphins  felt 
as  though  they  had  a strong 
chance  early  to  land  Manning, 
and  at  the  very  least  sign  Matt 
Flynn  from  Green  Bay. 

After  waiting  for  Manning 
to  eventually  turn  them  down, 
they  passed  on  the  chance  to  get 
into  serious  negotiations  with 
Matt  Flynn  as  Seattle  jumped 
on  the  former  LSU  tiger  that 
was  high  on  their  list  of  needs 
from  the  start. 

The  Dolphins  are  now 
stuck  with  aging  David  Gar- 
rard behind  center,  continuing 
the  uncertainty  surrounding  the 
position  Dan  Marino  left  behind 
in  1999. 

In  an  effort  to  become  a 
contender  in  gaining  Manning’s 


assistance,  the  San  Francisco 
49ers  declined  to  begin  nego- 
tiating with  their  current  quar- 
terback Alex  Smith  who  needs 
a new  deal  to  remain  on  the 
roster. 

This  has  since  caused  a 
rift  between  both  sides  as  the 
49ers  showed  a clear  intent 
to  move  on  from  Alex  Smith. 
Since  Manning  has  declined 
San  Francisco’s  offer,  they’re 
now  trying  to  mend  things  up 
with  the  Smith,  the  1st  overall 
pick  of  the  2005  draft. 

The  Arizona  Cardinals 
were  due  to  owe  quarterback 
Kevin  Kolb  a bonus  on  March 
17th  for  $7  million  dollars.  The 
team  contemplated  cutting  Kolb 
if  Manning  was  committed  to 
the  franchise  before  the  dead- 
line. 

After  choosing  to  play  in 
Denver,  the  Broncos  are  now 
looking  to  shop  current  quarter- 


back Tim  Tebow  as  his  use  is  no 
longer  necessary.  This  in  turn  is 
going  to  cultivate  more  player 
movement  among  NFL  rosters 
because  of  Manning  signing. 

For  almost  all  of  the  teams 
interested  put  their  time  in  free 
agency  to  the  side  to  spend  at- 
tention to  Manning,  along  with 
saving  money  to  pay  him. 

At  least  ten  quarterbacks 
in  the  league  haven’t  gotten 
much  sleep  in  the  past  three 
weeks,  wondering  if  Manning 
would  come  in  to  snag  their 
starting  role. 

Ultimately,  Peyton  Man- 
ning destination  had  far  more 
to  do  with  which  team  he  would 
be  playing  for. 

The  chance  of  Manning 
entering  free  agency  had  own- 
ers drooling  over  the  possibility 
of  them  picking  him  up  what 
has  been  one  of  the  biggest  free 
agent  signings  ever. 


Time  to  show  some  love  for  the  Women’s  NCAA  tournament 


photo  by  espn.com 

Brittney  Griner  just  might  lead  Baylor  to  victory. 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


After  originally  thinking  I 
was  going  to  write  an  article  on 
the  men’s  NCAA  tournament 
over  the  weekend,  I decided  not 
to,  mainly  because  I am  still  mad 
about  how  crappy  my  bracket  is 
now,  but  that  conversation  is  for 
another  time. 

Over  the  weekend,  while 
I was  not  busy  yelling  at  my  TV, 
I decided  to  watch  some  of  the 
Women’s  NCAA  tournament.  I 
always  make  sure  1 watch  a lit- 
tle of  the  Women’s  tournament 
because  I find  it  to  be  good  bas- 
ketball. 

However,  as  1 filled  out 
my  Women’s  Bracket  on  ESPN, 
com  (I  am  in  the  80  percentile  of 


people  as  of  3/19/12)  I thought 
long  and  hard  to  figure  out  who 
would  win  and  such. 

However,  whenever  I told 
someone  that  I filled  out  a wom- 
en’s bracket  I received  looks  as 
if  I had  to  Justify  myself  doing 
it. 

Why  do  we  only  obsess 
over  watching  the  men’s  tour- 
nament? The  women  play  some 
great  basketball  and  deserve 
some  attention  as  well. 

The  tournament,  which 
is  being  shown  on  ESPN  and 
ESPN  2,  has  had  some  good 
games  so  far  and  some  big  up- 
sets. Nevertheless,  what  I find 
hard  to  believe  is  that  not  enough 
people  watch  the  games. 

Is  not  the  same  game  be- 
ing played,  is  not  there  the  same 
raw  emotion  of  the  players,  who 
might  be  crying  at  the  end  of  the 


bench  because  it  might  be  their 
last  game? 

The  answer  is  yes,  of 
course  but  people  try  to  pretend 
that  it  is  different. 

In  addition,  I am  sick  and 
tired  of  hearing  these  arguments 
that  there  are  only  three  good 
women’s  teams  and  that  is  it, 
when  there  are  numerous  qual- 
ity teams  out  there  along  with 
some  great  stories  as  well. 

Of  course,  the  UCONN’s, 
Baylor’s,  Tennessee’s,  and 
Stanford’s  are  good.  Teams  like 
Delaware  only  have  one  loss 
and  are  led  by  players  like  El- 
ena Delle  Donne  who  averages 
around  28  points  per  game. 

Baylor  has  Brittney  Gri- 
ner who  is  leading  Baylor  to  an 
undefeated  record  and  is  an  ab- 
solute beast  of  a center. 

Sometimes  it  is  Just  nice 


to  watch  a basketball  game 
without  all  the  showboating,  and 
actually  watch  some  real  tech- 
nique and  skill  being  shown. 

Thus,  if  you  have  the 


time  I suggest  watching  a little 
of  the  Women’s  tournament 
this  weekend,  and  I can  almost 
guarantee  that  you  will  not  be 
disappointed. 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


• Oil  and  filter  change 

-up  to  5 quarts  of  conventional  oil 

• Rotate  and  inspect  4 tires 


Courtesy  check  including 
visual  brake  check 

■battery,  air  filter,  fluid,  belts  & hoses 
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GREAT  SAVINGS 


10  OFF  ^20  0FF^30  OFF 


SERVICES 
OVER  $100 


SERVICES 
OVER  $200 


SERVICES 
OVER  $300 


Brakes,  Exhaust,  Suspension,  Wheel  Alignments, 
Belts,  Hoses,  Headlamps.  Bulbs  and  More! 
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OFF 
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Comprehensive  brake  system  evaluation 
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STUDENT  SAVINGS^MW*^ 

ANY 
SERVICE 

WITH 

WESTFIELD  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT  ID 


10%  OFF 


J 
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WESTFIELD  302  E Main  St  413-568-8621 


The  Westfield  Voice 


GamesLeisure 


Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
If  you’ve  been  rather  self- 
sacrificing  and  have  been 
doing  lots  of  things  for  other 
people  lately,  you  won’t  be 
feeling  quite  so  sensitive  to 
others.  You’ll  be  a little  more 
energized  and  will  really  be 
ready  to  start  looking  out  for 
yourself  now. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Even  if  you  feel  like  spending 
I a little  time  with  your 
I friends,  some  work  or  other 
responsibilities  will  end  up 
requiring  a bit  too  much  of 
your  time  and  attention.  And  it 
won’t  be  all  that  easy  for  you 
to  get  away. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

You’ll  really  feel  like  having  a 
little  fun  and  enjoying  yourself 
this  week.  Just  be  careful  that 
you  don’t  get  too  carried 
away. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
i If  part  of  you  is  craving  a little 
I excitement  and  adventure  this 
week,  there  are  bound  to  be  a 
few  other  things  that  will  be 
keeping  you  a bit  tied  up  at  the 
moment. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 

I If  you  and  your  partner 
have  been  having  some 
disagreements  over  money 
matters,  some  of  those  issues 
will  still  be  on  the  table.  But 
even  if  you’re  still  not  totally 
seeing  eye  to  eye,  you’re 
bound  to  be  feeling  much  less 
emotional  about  things  right 
now. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

If  you’ve  been  having  any 
I problems  in  your  most 
important  relationships  lately, 
the  focus  this  week  is  bound  to 
I shift  to  money. 


Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

You’ll  really  feel  like  doing 
your  own  thing.  But  there’s 
bound  to  be  plenty  of 
responsibilities  for  you  to  have 
to  tend  to  right  now. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

It’s  time  to  get  back  down  to 
business  this  week.  No  matter 
how  much  you’ll  feel  like 
having  a good  time,  duty’s 
bound  to  be  calling. 

Gemini 

(May  22  - June  21) 

If  you’re  feeling  a bit  self- 
indulgent  and  just  want  to  go 
out  and  have  a little  fun,  some 
people  won’t  think  that’s  such 
a great  idea.  But  if  you  want  to 
keep  everyone  happy,  just  try 
to  have  a little  fun  around  the 
house  if  you  can. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

If  you  have  to  be  out  doing 
a lot  of  running  around  this 
week,  you  might  not  have  the 
energy  for  it.  And  you’ll  really 
be  wishing  that  you  could  just 
spend  the  day  relaxing. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

You  ’ 11  be  giving  a lot  of  thought 
to  your  financial  picture.  And 
you  should  try  to  think  about 
how  you  can  start  putting  into 
place  some  of  the  things  that 
you  know  you  need  to  be  doing 
regarding  your  finances. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
If  you’ve  been  eager  to  make  a 
few  new  beginnings  lately,  you 
really  ought  to  start  thinking 
about  what  you  need  to  help 
you  get  where  you  want  to  go. 
Just  realize  that  it  may  take  a 
little  money  or  other  resources 
to  help  you  accomplish  your 
goals. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 
com 
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Daily  SuDoku:  Mon  1 9-Mar-20l2  hard 


Hamlet 


z 

M 

D 

E 

O 

P 

H 

E 

L . 

1 

A 

T 

H 

Y 

D 

E 

A 

T 

H 

p 

T 

A 

R 

R 

E 

R 

S 

U 

1 

D 

U 

A 

L 

C 

L 

E 

U 

D 

p 

O 

N 

R 

O 

O 

L 

1 

A 

Y 

S 

s 

E 

O 

T 

H 

T 

G 

F 

Y 

E 

L 

A 

C 

W 

N 

T 

N 

A 

H 

G 

1 

H 

N 

G 

E 

N 

R 

D 

Q 

W 

O 

R 

E 

S 

1 

R 

C 

N 

U 

H 

C 

E 

G 

L 

1 

A 

E 

R 

U 

G 

N 

C 

L 

B 

S 

E 

E 

1 

E 

N 

R 

1 

M 

K 

N 

G 

S 

N 

E 

1 

1 

N 

L 

V 

L 

M 

L 

L 

A 

L 

C 

A 

E 

C 

A 

K 

C 

R 

E 

1 

U 

E 

u 

E 

E 

D 

V 

L 

C 

H 

H 

D 

1 

R 

U 

A 

T 

T 

N 

R 

S 

s 

S 

D 

E 

T 

E 

1 

A 

P 

1 

S 

T 

L 

C 

R 

H 

T 

P 

S 

Y 

O 

D 

N 

H 

M 

R 

L 

O 

C 

c 

S 

L 

O 

U 

E 

R 

E 

o 

K 

1 

R 

S 

A 

C 

S 

1 

1 

1 

o 

E 

F 

O 

D 

1 

N 

B 

c 

G 

w 

N 

T 

H 

M 

O 

C 

s 

G 

G 

T 

S 

C 

E 

G 

T 

1 

G 

1 

1 

E 

E 

N 

O 

E 

E 

o 

E 

H 

R 

C 

S 

E 

U 

R 

E 

N 

R 

E 

D 

R 

U 

M 

R 

T 

N 

R 

O 

E 

T 

R 

A 

O 

R 

E 

K 

R 

A 

M 

N 

E 

D 

E 

A 

L 

O 

s 

A 

F 

H 

Y 

S 

R 

O 

D 

A 

S 

S 

A 

B 

M 

A 

T 

T 

O 

T 

L 

T 

H 

E 

P 

L 

A 

Y 

E 

R 

S 

C 

A 

S 

T 

L 

E 

1 

V 

O 

D 

L 

A 

N 

Y 

E 

R 

H 

E 

K 

B 

A 

R 

N 

A 

R 

D 

o 

s 

S 

E 

N 

D 

A 

M 

S 

U 

1 

L 

E 

N 

R 

O 

C 

1 

N 

G 

AMBASSADORS 

GUILDENSTERN 

PRIEST 

BARNARDO 

HAMLET 

PRINCE 

CASTLE  • 

HAUTBOYS 

QUEEN 

CHALICE 

HORATIO 

REGICIDE 

CLAUDIUS 

KING 

REVENGE 

CORNELIUS 

LAERTES 

REYNALDO 

DEATH 

MADNESS 

ROSENCRANTZ 

DENMARK 

MARCELLUS 

SKULL 

DUEL 

MELANCHOLY 

SWORD 

ELSINORE 

MESSENGER 

THE  PLAYERS 

FORTINBRAS 

MURDER 

TRAGEDY 

FRANCISCO 

OPHELIA 

VOLTEMAND 

GERTRUDE 

OSRIC 

WINE 

GHOST 

POISON 

YORICK 

GRAVEDIGGERS 

POLONIUS 

icj  Dail)'  Sudokj  Lfcl  2012.  AJI  tight  'tse-.'ed. 
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The  Westfield  Voice! 


Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s! 


Tuesday  March  26th 

Wear  a white  t-shirt  and  get  ready  to  draw 


Drink  Specials: 

Shamrock  Shake  Shot  $4.00 
Guinness  Draft  $4.25 
Irish  Car  Bomb  $6.25 


12  wings  and  a pitcher  of  beer  for  $8.95 
1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 


And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 
Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


Helworkinii  NiaHs 


Connect  With  Professionals  In  Your  Held 
All  Students  Welcome!!!  ^ 


^ Wednesday,  March  21st  ~ Business 
^ Monday,  March  26th  ^ Communications 

Tuesday,  April  3rd  Environmental  Science, 
Geography  & Regional  Planning 

Thursday,  April  5th  ~ Arts,  Music  and  Theater 


I Location:  Scanlon  Living  Room  Time:  5-8  PM 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
7:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  pm. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  pm.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  am.-  12:00  am. 


Bookstore 

Monday  & Thursday 
9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 
Tuesday  & Wednesday 
9:00  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 
Friday 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

11:00  am.  - 3:00  pm. 
Closed  Sunday 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 pm. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 


The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 
Friday 

8:00  am.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pm. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  pm. 
Sunday 

5:00  pm.  - 11:00  p.m. 


P^CEIVED 
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Volume  III  Friday,  March  30,  2012  Issue  XIX 


Spring  Weekend  activities  officially  announced 


Samantha  Fahey 

Editor-In-Chief 


The  schedule  for  Westfield 
State’s  2012  Spring  Weekend  has 
been  announced  and  the  weekend 
starting  on  April  20th  has  become 
the  talk  of  the  campus. 

Friday  and  Saturday  are  jam- 
packed  with  events  that  will  serve 
to  entertain  the  entire  campus  as  ev- 
eryone gathers  together  on  the  cam- 
pus green. 

On  Friday,  April  20th,  the 
Dining  Commons  will  be  serving 
a themed  dinner  from  4:30  to  8:00, 
the  normal  dinnertime  for  the  DC. 

At  10:00  p.m.  comedian  An- 
ton Shuford  will  be  performing  in 
Ely  Main  Lounge  and  following 
him  will  be  the  ever-popular  Brown 
Bag  Bingo.  At  midnight,  also  in  the 
Ely  Lounge,  a midnight  breakfast 
will  be  served. 

On  Saturday  the  21st  the  fes- 
tivities start  at  10:00  a.m.  with  a 
brunch  in  the  Dining  Commons  that 
will  last  until  2:30.  Novelties  like 
popcorn  and  fried  dough  trucks. 
Jousting,  sign  shop  custom  license 
plates,  tie-dye  t-shirts,  and  a zip  line 
will  all  be  available  on  the  green 
from  1 :00  to  5:00  p.m. 

From  4:00  to  8:00  p.m.  weath- 


er permitting,  there  will  be  a BBQ 
dinner  on  the  green. 

While  students  experience  the 
novelties  they  desire,  a CAB  DJ  will 
be  providing  music  for  everyone  to 
enjoy. 

The  highlight  of  the  weekend 


is  the  Saturday  night  concert  at  the 
Woodward  Center  featuring  YMC- 
MB  rapper  Tyga. 

Tickets  for  the  Tyga  concert 
will  be  available  starting  on  April 
3rd  for  $10  at  the  Ely  Campus  Cen- 
ter service  window. 


The  doors  in  the  Woodward 
Center  will  open  that  Saturday  at 
6:30  p.m.  The  concert  will  start  at 
7:00  and  is  scheduled  to  last  about 
two  and  a half  hours. 

More  information  is  available 
on  the  WSU  CAB  Facebook  page. 


photo  by  Rob  Donoghue 

Westfield  Voice  Managing  Editor  Rob  Donoghue  (right)  and  Online  Editor  Joshua  Clark  (left)  trav- 
elled to  Paris,  France  for  an  International  Media  Seminar  last  week.  Read  more  on  pages  4 - 8. 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Bookstore  - 5657 
Public  Safety  - 5262 
IT  - 5528 
Library  - 5231 


Campus  - Pages  2 & 3 

Advocacy  Day 

OpEd  - Pages  4-8 

Conservatism 


A&E  - Pages  9 & 10 

Phish  Tour 

Sports  - Pages  11-13 

WSU  Baseball 


Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00p 
Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 
Sat  - r.00pm-4:00pm 


Campus 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Campus  Police  Log 

3/19/2012  to  3/24/2012 


Friday 

11:00  pm. 
Brown  Bag  Bingo^ 
Ely  Main  Lounge 


03/20/12 


03/23/12 


03/23/12 


03/23/12 


TIME 

2219 


1810 


1235 


1712 


INCIDENT 

FORGERY/COUNTERFEIT 
UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

LARCENY-THEFT 
CELL  PHONE  TAKEN 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

LARCENY  UNDER  $200.00 
STORAGE  BAG  TAKEN  FROM  BIKE 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL. (ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REEERRAL 

M/VSTOP 

2CTS  LIQUOR  UNDER  21  POSSESS 
DRUG  POSSESS  CLASS  D 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 
PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY 

FIRE  ALARM/  MALICIOUS  ACT 
DISTURBING  THE  PEACE 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(OTHER) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 


LOCATION 

NEW  RES.  HALL 


WELLNESS  CENTER 


LANSDOWNE  PLACE 


LANSDOWNE  PLACE 


SCANLON  HALL 


COURTNEY  HALL 


LANSDOWNE  PLACE 


COMMUTER  LOT 


DICKINSON  HALL 


APARTMENT  COMPLEX 


DINING  COMMONS 
EXTERIOR 


LANSDOWNE  PLACE 


DICKINSON  HALL 


printed  with  your  name). 
r-Tlie  Editorial 

reserves  the  right  to 
grammatical  chang- 
l^p  the  letter  as  is  or 
lude  the  letter  at  alL 
Submissions  may 
^:subirttted  in  person  or 
emaiyhe  Monday  before 
^ publication  date. 
Editors  have  the 
T to  change  any  and  all 
to  what  they  see  fit 
gataaric^jy  and  content- 
wise  to  make  sure  all  facts 
will  are  accurate  and  appropriate. 
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The  Westfield  Voice Campus 

Students  lobby  for  aid  on  Advocacy  Day 


Kylie  Coffey 
News  Editor 


On  March  8th,  five  stu- 
dents from  Westfield  State  Uni- 
versity hopped  on  a bus  and 
ventured  to  the  Massachusetts 
State  House  for  Advocacy  Day, 
a day  to  lobby  for  increases  in 
financial  aid  and  state  appro- 
priation for  public  higher  edu- 
cation in  Massachusetts. 

Even  though  WSU 
brought  a small  number  of 
students,  there  were  over  400 
students  from  public  universi- 
ties across  the  state  with  one 
demand:  invest  in  public  higher 
education. 

Ryan  Meersman,  Student 
Trustee  for  SGA  said,  “UMass 
brought  a ton  of  students.  Hope- 
fully we  will  bring  more  in  the 
future.” 

The  event  highlighted  the 
fact  that  Public  Higher  Educa- 
tion is  an  important  aspect  to 
Massachusetts’  success. 

But  the  increase  of  uni- 
versity costs  in  the  last  years 
have  made  it  almost  impossible 
for  working  class  families  to  af- 
ford even  public  institutions. 

Students  and  faculty 
alike  from  the  29  public  col- 
leges and  universities  across 
the  state  came  together  to  ask 
legislature,  while  looking  over 
the  Fiscal  Year  2013  budget,  to 
increase  operating  budgets  on 
campuses  by  5%,  as  well  as  in- 
creasing scholarship  and  finan- 
cial aid  by  5%. 

By  proving  why  legisla- 
ture needs  to  invest  more  into 
public  higher  education,  there 
were  10  sub-points  that  were 
highlighted  in  order  to  get  the 
message  across. 

Firstly,  public  institutions 
should  be  affordable  for  all 
Massachusetts  residents. 

According  to  the  Public 
Higher  Education  Network  of 


Massachusetts  (PHENOM), 
the  average  cost  to  attend  a 
four-year  institution  in  Massa- 
chusetts is  $8,201.  This  is  30% 
more  than  the  national  average, 
which  is  $6,319. 

College  educated  people 
receive  higher  income  and  in  re- 
turn pay  more  in  taxes.  By  cre- 
ating more  jobs,  it  will  generate 
tax  revenue  and  cut  spending  on 
social  programs. 

According  to  PHENOM, 
a person  with  a bachelor’s  de- 
gree pays  an  average  of  $3,176 
more  in  taxes  every  year.  For 
every  hundred  million  dollars 
added  to  campus  operation  bud- 
gets, “1,683  jobs  would  be  cre- 
ated.” 

According  to  PHENOM, 
college  graduates  are  less  likely 
to  make  use  of  social  programs 
like  Medicaid,  Social  Security 
and  Welfare. 

Cuts  in  faculty  have  af- 
fected public  universities  across 
the  state,  including  Westfield. 
Cuts  mean  that  students  are  be- 
ing forced  to  be  taught  by  part- 
time  faculty. 

According  to  PHENOM’s 
Top  10  Reasons  for  Massachu- 
setts to  Invest  in  Public  Educa- 
tion, “College  administrators 
are  in  a bind:  they  know  that 
hiring  full-time,  tenure-system 
faculty  is  better,  but  they  are 
constrained  by  ever-declining 
budgets. 

Increased  investment  in 
public  higher  education  would 
allow  our  administrators  to  do 
what  they  know  is  best  for  stu- 
dents.” 

PHENOM  believes  that 
investing  more  in  public  high- 
er education  will  lower  the 
achievement  gap  between  white 
students  and  students  of  color. 

According  to  recent  data, 
72%  of  white  students  gradu- 
ate from  college  within  6 years 
of  enrolling  at  UMass  but  only 
56%  of  black  students  and  58% 
of  Hispanic  students  do. 


There  is  also  a gap  be- 
tween men  and  women.  By 
increasing  financial  aid,  the  re- 
tention rate  of  minority  students 
will  increase. 

Another  point  suggests 
that  if  we  cut  funding  to  public 
higher  education,  than  we  have 
less  of  a chance  of  filling  Mas- 
sachusetts with  well-educated 
people. 

“The  purpose  of  these 
events  [like  Advocacy  Day]  is 
to  get  legislators  to  put  faces  to 
their  investments,”  said  Meers- 
man. “Almost  everyone  wants 
money  from  the  state  and  it 
shows  where  the  money  is  go- 
ing to  go.” 

Advocacy  Day  started 
by  putting  students  into  groups 
based  on  where  they  were  from. 
Students  got  to  hear  opinions 
from  other  students  who  lived 
near  their  hometowns  but  not 
necessarily  went  to  the  same 
university. 

After  many  speakers,  in- 
cluding Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education, 
Richard  M.  Freeman,  spoke  on 
the  different  demands. 

In  the  afternoon  session, 
WSU  students  met  with  Rep- 
resentative Don  Humason  and 
Senator  Michael  Knapik  to  dis- 
cuss options. 

In  April,  there  will  be  a 
State  House  day  for  the  state 
university  systems,  Westfield 
State,  Framingham  State,  etc., 
to  focus  on  what  they  need. 

Ryan  Meersman  said  that 
this  day  was  to  show  legislators 
what  state  university  students 
are  capable  of. 

“It  shows  the  success  of 
our  students  and  what  a worth- 
while investment  it  will  be  to 
give  us  more  funding,”  he  said. 
“ It  shows  that  this  person  is  go- 
ing to  do  something  amazing 
in  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
someday  if  there  is  ability  to 
give  more  to  public  higher  edu- 
cation.” 


For  fun  April  Fools  ’ Day  reading  material,  see  page  9 


Student 

Spotlight 

by  Tim  Gallery 


Name;  Chris  McDaniel 
Major:  Communication 
Hometown:  Quincy,  MA 


If  you  had  to  pick  up  and  leave  right  now  to  go  any 
place  in  the  world  of  your  choice,  where  would  you  go 
and  why? 

I would  have  to  say  Ireland  because  it’s  the  homeland. 


What  can  you  be  found  doing  between  classes? 

Raging. 

What’s  the  first  thing  you  think  of  when  you  wake  up? 
How  I just  want  to  go  back  to  sleep. 

If  you  could  ask  your  future  self  one  question,  what 
would  it  be? 

How  long  until  Bobby  V.  blows  up  the  Sox. 

Speaking  of  Bobby  V.,  How  to  you  think  the  Sox  will  do 
with  him  as  the  new  manager? 

He  won’t  fit  in  at  all.  That  clubhouse  will  have  a mutiny 
by  July. 

Pandini’s  or  Quixote’s? 

Quixote’s 

What  couldn ’t  you  live  without  more,  your  cell  phone, 
laptop  or  iPod? 

I need  that  laptop  for  my  eHarmony  profile. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it 
- email 

thevoice  @westfield.ma  .edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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2012  International  Media  Conference  a success 


Joshua  Clark 

Voice  Reporter 


The  2012  International 
Media  Conference  in  Paris  was 
a tremendous  success.  Led  by 
Lee  Huebner,  former  publisher 
of  the  International  Herald  Tri- 
bune, and  his  wife  Bema  Hueb- 
ner, director  of  the  2009  film 
“I  Remember  Better  When  I 
Paint,”  the  conference  was  ca- 
tered to  twenty-five  students 
and  professors  from  five  dif- 
ferent colleges  and  universities 
from  the  United  States. 

Representing  Westfield 
State  were  senior  Movement 
Science  major  Erin  Bates;  West- 
field  Voice  Online  Editor  and 
freshman  History  major  Joshua 
Clark;  Westfield  Voice  Manag- 
ing Edtior  and  Interim  Editor- 
in-Chief  and  junior  Communi- 
cations major  Rob  Donoghue; 
and  Legislative  Secretary  for 
the  Student  Government  Asso- 
ciation and  senior  Multidisci- 
plinary Liberal  Arts  major  Amy 
Wing. 

Other  students  were  from 
Northwestern  University,  Wash- 
bum  University,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity’s Graduate  School  and 
Missouri  Southern  State  Uni- 
versity. Attendees  were  subject 
to  a week  of  seminars,  recep- 
tions, and  networking  as  they 
try  to  gain  a leg  up  into  the  field 
of  communications  and  media. 

Starting  Sunday  with  a 
boat  tour  of  Paris  on  the  Seine 
River,  the  conference  met  at  the 
home  of  Lee  and  Bema  Hueb- 
ner for  a talk  given  by  Chris- 
tian Malard,  a commentator  for 
French  television.  Malard  talk- 
ed of  his  encounters  with  dicta- 
tors like  Muammar  Gaddafi  and 
presidents  like  George  W.  Bush 
and  of  the  worldly  insight  he 
has  gained. 

When  asked  about  the 
healthcare  system,  Malard  re- 
marked that  he  couldn’t  under- 
stand why  the  United  States, 
a country  he  loves  admirably, 
would  not  provide  its  citizens 
with  the  basic  necessity  of 


healthcare.  He  supports  Presi- 
dent Obama’s  healthcare  plan 
but  feels  he  could  do  more. 

Monday  brought  students 
a seminar  led  by  Kay  Rolland, 
who  was  formerly  affiliated  with 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  Europe 
and  the  International  Herald 
Tribune,  who  now  works  on  the 
subscription  side  of  USA  Today 
International  and  the  advertis- 
ing side  of  Asian  Aviation. 

She  discussed  magazines 
and  newspapers  need  to  market 
themselves  better  online.  She 
also  feels  that  more  emphasis 
needs  to  be  placed  on  online  ad- 
vertising and  media  content  so 
as  not  to  alienate  any  potential 
viewers. 

Harriet  Welty  Rochefort, 
author  of  French  Toast  and  Joie 
de  Vie,  touched  on  the  differ- 
ences in  French  and  American 
culture.  After  emigrating  to 
France  from  the  United  States 
forty  years  ago,  she  is  now  a 
dual-citizen  and  is  completely 
immersed  in  the  French  culture. 

She  felt  that  the  Ameri- 
cans hold  false  stereotypes  and 
views  of  the  French  and  that  the 
nuances  of  their  culture  need  to 
be  celebrated,  not  avoided. 

The  OECD,  or  Organiza- 
tion for  Economic  Cooperation 
and  Development,  was  an  inter- 
esting experience  all  in  itself. 
Roger  Hobby,  webmaster  for 
Communications  and  Publica- 
tions for  the  OECD’s  Develop- 
ment Center,  led  the  conference 
into  a social  media  exercise. 
This  illustrated  the  process  that 
a media  team  for  the  OECD 
would  have  to  go  through  in  or- 
der to  get  a message  out. 

An  unbiased  political  or- 
ganization, the  OECD  is  an  im- 
portant research  body  separate 
from  any  governments  or  in- 
tergovernmental organizations 
such  as  the  United  Nations.  With 
over  thirty  member  countries, 
the  OECD  is  an  important  force 
in  economic  policy  despite  the 
lack  of  public  attention. 

The  most  striking  of  the 
evening’s  events  was  the  recep- 
tion at  the  home  of  Nancy  and 


Richard  Asthalter.  There,  Jan- 
ine  de  Giovanni,  a renowned 
war  journalist,  gave  a talk  to  the 
conference  participants.  Writer 
of  several  hard-hitting  news 
pieces  on  the  injustices  of  war 
and  dictatorial  powers,  de  Gio- 
vanni has  seen  it  all. 

She  has  been  to  places 
like  Bosnia,  Uganda  and  Rwan- 
da. Her  career  was  inspired  in 
part  by  a front-page  newspaper 
article  depicting  a female  Israeli 
lawyer  defending  Palestinians, 
who  were  her  political  enemies. 

Shunned  by  the  public, 
the  lawyer  was  an  inspiration 
who  conveyed  the  message  that 
wars  are  not  between  countries 
but  human  beings  and  that  all 
human  beings  have  the  right  to 
be  defended  in  court. 

Her  “real  talk”  was  awe 
inspiring  and  a reassurance  of 
the  evil  of  war  and  dictatorial 
power.  When  asked  about  the 
Joseph  Kony  phenomenon,  she 
responded,  “I  hate  that  man, 
I hope  they  bring  him  to  The 
Hague.” 

Tuesday  brought  a more 
media  focused  environment. 
The  morning  started  with  the 
reporting  of  the  Toulouse  shoot- 
ings. Mohammed  Merah,  who 
is  now  dead,  killed  seven  Jews 
and  Muslims  in  Toulouse  and  a 
nearby  town. 

Speakers  Ann  and  Don 
Morrison  and  Waddick  Doyle 
emphasized  the  importance  of 
the  media  in  French  culture  and 
its  comparison  to  American  me- 
dia. 

Ann  Morrison  is  the  for- 
mer Editor  of  Asiaweek  Hong 
Kong  and  former  Executive 
Editor  of  Fortune  Magazine. 

Don  Morrison  is  the  for- 
mer Executive  Editor  of  Time 
Magazine  Asia,  and  former  As- 
sistant Managing  Editor  of  Time 
Magazine  in  New  York. 

Waddick  Doyle  is  a pro- 
fessor at  the  American  Univer- 
sity of  Paris. 

The  afternoon  was  capped 
off  first  by  a visit  to  the  offices 

■ continued  on  pg  6 


The  Westfield  Voice 


“You  stand  in  the  line  just  to  hit  a new  low 
You’re  faking  a smile  with  the  coffee  you  go 
You  tell  me  your  life’s  been  way  off  line 
You  ’re  falling  to  pieces  every  time 
And  I don ’t  need  no  carry  in  ’ on 

Because  you  had  a bad  day 

You  ’re  taking  one  down 

You  sing  a sad  song  just  to  turn  it  around 

You  say  you  don ’t  know 

You  tell  me  don 't  lie 

You  work  at  a smile  and  you  go  for  a ride 
You  had  a bad  day 
The  camera  don ’t  lie 

You’re  coming  back  down  and  you  really  don ’t  mind 
You  had  a bad  day’’ 

Whether  you  like  the  song  or  hate  it,  you  know  the  lyrics  apply 
sometimes.  So  if  you  have  had  a bad  day  recently.  I’m  right 
there  with  you.  Just  know  that  tomorrow  is  a new  day,  and  you 
can  always  rely  on  your  family  and  friends  to  help  you  through. 
A big  thank  you  to  my  family  for  always  being  there  for  me. 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 
sfahey 5744 ©Westfield  .ma  .edu 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ''letter  to  the  editor'*  to: 

thevoice@mstfield.  ma.  edu. 
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The  Westfield  Voice  OpEd 

Competency  and  Conservatism:  Romney  and  the  Republican  race 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


Does  anyone  really  care 
that  an  advisor  to  Mitt  Romney 
made  a comment  about  an  etch- 
a-sketch?  I certainly  don’t  care 
and  neither  does  the  rest  of 
America. 

During  an  interview  a day 
after  Romney’s  commanding 
win  in  Illinois,  his  advisor  said 
how  the  campaign  would  hit 
the  reset  button  for  the  general 
election. 

Which  is  what  every 
single  campaign  does  in  almost 
every  election. 

Republicans  run  to  the 
right  during  the  primary,  and 
then  go  back  towards  the  middle 
for  the  general  election.  This 
phenomenon  works  the  same 
way  for  the  Democrats. 

However  the  elite 
political  punditry  have  decided 
to  capitalize  on  the  issue.  You 


would  think  that  this  shameless 
tactic  would  be  denounced  by  the 
other  Republican  candidates. 

Nope,  by  days  end  both 
Rick  Santorum  and  Newt 
Gingrich  were  waving  around 
etch-a-sketches. 

It’s  just  ridiculous  that 
these  men  would  even  comment 
on  something  so  utterly 
worthless. 

Santorum  and  Gingrich 
are  always  beating  up  debate 
moderators  for  not  bringing  up 
the  “really  big’’  issues. 

However  the  second  a 
stupid  gimmick  appears,  they’re 
the  first  ones  to  buy  into  it. 

1 understand  that  Mitt 
Romney  has  been  seen  to  be 
politically  expedient.  There  are 
a few  notable  examples  that 
have  made  him  look  like  a flip- 
flopper. 

The  etch-a-sketch 

comment  by  his  advisor  is  not 
one  of  them.  That  is  what  is 
called  parsing  words  to  the  tune 
of  political  convenience. 


At  the  end  of  the  day, 
voters  will  not  remember  the 
comments  or  the  controversy. 
Unfortunately  voters  will  pay 
the  price  for  ignorant  media 
coverage. 

Instead  of  being 
intellectually  challenged  by 
thoughtful  journalism,  it  plays 
right  into  the  disenfranchisement 
of  the  American  citizen  through 
“infotainment.” 

Another  interesting  aspect 
of  the  controversy  is  the  speaker 
of  the  words.  It  was  not  Mitt 
Romney. 

If  it  had  been  than  maybe 
I could  see  people  making 
fun  of  him.  It  was  made  by  a 
beltway  political  operative  of 
the  campaign.  So  let  me  ask  you 
a question:  have  you  ever  talked 
to  a campaign  strategist? 

For  most  people  the 
answer  is  no.  I have  and  it 
wasn’t  very  pleasant. 

They  talk  in  a wonky 
political  speak  that  takes 
advantage  of  simple  word 


play,  to  establish  memorable 
metaphors. 

It  is  downright  frustrating 
to  deal  with  because  it  usually 
has  very  little  substantive 
value.  In  all  fairness,  to  judge 
a presidential  candidate  by 
something  he  never  said  is  a 
stretch. 

This  leads  me  to  my  next 
point  regarding  the  Republican 
primary  race.  Rick  Santorum 
and  Newt  Gingrich  should  just 
drop  out. 

They  mathematically 
cannot  win;  the  only  hope  for 
them  is  to  have  a brokered 
convention.  While  this  could 
result  in  one  of  them  getting 
the  nomination,  it  would  be 
disastrous  for  our  party. 

Rick  Santorum  claims  he 
is  in  it  until  the  end  because  he 
is  fighting  for  America.  I’m  not 
quite  sure  if  that  makes  sense, 
if  you  have  already  lost  the 
game,  do  you  continue  playing? 
No,  you  concede  to  the  winner. 
It  is  the  very  essence  of  good 


sportsmanship. 

The  race  for  the 
Republican  nomination  needs 
to  be  about  defeating  President 
Obama. 

It  is  not  a beauty  contest  for 
has-been  politicians.  Our  party 
needs  to  decide  what  they  find 
most  important  going  forward. 
Is  it  a bloody  primary  battle 
over  conservative  credentials? 
Or  is  it  about  putting  America 
back  on  track? 

It  should  be  the  latter, 
because  isn’t  that  the  reason  we 
have  a political  system? 

If  Americans  want  useless 
drama  they  can  go  to  MTV  and 
watch  “Jersey  Shore.”  Politics 
should  be  about  solutions 
to  our  problems,  not  about 
entertainment. 

In  the  words  of  a Romney 
advisor,  lets  take  the  American 
political  etch  a sketch  and 
shake  it.  When  we  redraw  the 
narrative  I can  only  hope  that 
a few  characters  have  been  bid 
adieu. 


I c 
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B y E e'  a h H a n t m a*  n 


Why  Do  it? 


The  Burpee 


The  burpee  is  a full  body  workout  and  engages  most  muscle  groups.  It  also  serves  as  a plyometric  exercise  which  allows  your  body  to 
capitalize  on  the  muscle’s  elastic  recoil  effect,  making  you  faster  and  stronger. 


How  to  do  it: 


8 


i 


- Start  in  a standing  position 

- Squat  down,  drop  your  hands  to  the  ground  and  Jump  your  feet  back  to  assume  a push-up/  yoga  plank  position 

- Do  a push-up  and/or  Jump  your  legs  forward  to  between  your  hands  then  jump  up  into  the  air  bringing  your  knees  to  your  chest  and 
your  hands  into  the  air  over  your  head  for  a squat  jump 


The  Plus: 

Doing  this  exercise  at  an  intensity  that  matches  your  fitness  level  is  enough  to  get  anyone’s  heart  rate  up  regardless  of  the  speed. 


“To  give  anything  less  than  your  best  is  to  sacrifice  the  gift. 
- Steve  Prefontaine 


The  Westfield  Voice 


6 OpEd 

International  Media  Seminar  opens  eyes  and  enlightens  minds 


■ continued  from  pg  4 

of  the  International  Herald 
Tribune,  an  English-language 
New  York  Times  satellite.  Anne 
Bagamery,  Senior  Editor  for  the 
“Trib,”  introduced  the  confer- 
ence to  the  newspaper  and  its 
long  history. 

James  Gordon  Bennett,  Jr, 
founded  the  unbiased,  editorial- 
ly rich  newspaper  in  1887.  Now 
essentially  the  international  edi- 
tion of  the  New  York  Times,  the 
Trib  is  widely  known  by  third 
countiy  nationals  and  frequent 
travellers  that  want  to  catch 
up  on  news  from  America  and 
around  the  world. 

After  the  insightful  visit 
there,  the  conference  was  shuf- 
fled to  Publicis  Groupe,  an  in- 
ternational advertising  agency 
founded  by  Marcel  Bleustein- 
Blanchet  in  1926. 

Tracing  its  roots  to  Phila- 
delphia in  1842,  Publicis  has 
grown  to  be  the  most  important 
advertising  agency  in  France 
and  third  most  in  the  world. 
There  have  been  only  two  CEOs 
in  its  eighty-six  year  history. 

Publicis  represents  high 
profile  companies  such  as  Mi- 
crosoft, BMW,  Kraft  Foods, 
and  L’Oreal  Paris.  Robert  Fre- 
dovich.  Director  of  Marketing 
Communications,  quipped,  “If 
you  name  any  company,  we 
probably  have  an  ad  for  it.” 

Wednesday  was  a par- 
ticularly interesting  day  to  be 
in  Paris.  Early  in  the  morning, 
Mohammed  Merah,  at  that  time 
the  suspected  shooter  of  Tu- 
louse,  called  one  of  the  editors 
of  France  24,  one  of  the  news 
networks  of  France.  Interest- 
ingly enough,  the  conference 
goers  were  to  visit  France  24 
that  morning. 

When  the  conference 
arrived  there,  Erin  Olander, 
Editor-in-Chief  of  Internet  and 
New  Media,  warned  that  there 
wouldn’t  be  much  to  see  due 
to  the  busy  environment  of  the 
day.  However,  Olander  gave 
students  a tour  of  the  newsroom 
and  the  master  control  rooms. 


The  talk  he  gave  was  interest- 
ing as  well. 

He  emphasized  the  im- 
portance of  social  media  net- 
works like  Facebook  and  Twit- 
ter in  finding  a job.  He  said  that 
he  doesn’t  look  at  resumes  any- 
more, he  Just  looks  at  Linkedin 
or  Facebook  to  get  an  idea  of 
what  a person  is  like.  His  opin- 
ion works  on  the  fact  that  peo- 
ples’ Facebooks  and  Linkedin 
profiles  are  a reflection  of  what 
they’re  really  like  and  therefore 
they  are  truly  more  accurate 
than  a resume. 

The  evening  was  capped 
off  by  an  interesting  conversa- 
tion %vith  an  exchange  student 
from  Rwanda  named  Sugi.  Her 
family  was  affected  directly 
by  the  genocide  that  occurred 
in  that  country  in  1994.  Her 
brother  was  killed  and  the  fam- 
ily was  disbanded,  which  was  a 
devastating  reality  that  was  re- 
alized by  many  other  families  in 
Rwanda. 

After  a talk  Thursday 
morning  with  Madeline  Czi- 
gler  about  fashion  and  the  im- 
portant role  the  media  plays  in 
the  fashion  industry , the  confer- 
ence travelled  to  the  offices  of 
Liberation,  one  of  the  leading 
newspapers  in  Paris. 

Fran9ois  Sergent,  senior 
editor,  talked  about  the  impor- 
tance of  knowing  a newspa- 
per’s bias.  He  viewed  bias  as 
something  that  is  unavoidable. 
Sergent  said,  “You  know  what 
you’re  reading  when  you  pick  it 
up.”  Liberation  is  a left-leaning 
newspaper  that  sides  with  Le 
Monde. 

Friday  brought  Peter  Bar- 
net,  former  executive  vice-pres- 
ident for  International  Advertis- 
ing at  Young  and  Rubicam.  His 
talk  focused  on  the  differences 
between  advertising  from  coun- 
try to  country. 

Part  of  his  talk  featured 
two  different  kinds  of  television 
advertisements  for  Milka,  a Eu- 
ropean chocolate  brand.  The 
German  advertisement  that  was 
feamred  was  more  emotional 
and  caring  while  the  French  ad- 


vertisement was  more  comical 
and  realistic. 

Paul  Patin,  Director  of 
Press  Relations  for  the  United 
States  Embassy  in  Paris,  was 
next  and  his  talk  was  rather 
interesting.  That  morning  hap- 
pened to  bring  the  coup  d’etat  in 
Mali  and  that  was  a busy  morn- 
ing at  the  Embassy. 

An  important  part  of  his 
job  is  interacting  with  the  me- 
dia and  deciding  on  the  policy 
positions  that  the  embassy  takes 
on  certain  issues.  His  talk  was 
very  interesting  because  it  was 
an  inside  look  at  how  the  em- 
bassy looks  at  and  deals  with 
the  news. 

The  last  seminar  of  the 
conference  was  Eileen  Bas- 
tianelli,  founder  of  Milestone 
Media  and  former  executive  of 
BBDO  Advertising  Agency  of 
Paris.  She  talked  about  the  im- 
portance to  get  your  message 
out.  She  said  that  content  and 
design  is  important  but  even 
more  important  is  the  advertis- 
ing of  such  content.  A member 
of  most  social  networks,  she 
commented  that  once  content  is 
produced,  it  should  be  pushed 
through  all  facets  possible. 

A public  service  an- 
nouncement that  you  produce 
should  be  advertising  through 
Facebook,  Twitter,  Foursquare, 
Pintrest,  Youtube,  and  all  of  the 
other  networks  that  are  popular 
today.  Catching  the  audience’s 
attention  is  important  because  it 
is  hard  to  obtain. 

Overall,  the  conference 
was  amazing.  The  opportunity 
that  we’ve  had  to  make  these 
connections  was  simply  amaz- 
ing. It  has  opened  up  so  many 
doors  that  wouldn’t  have  been 
close  to  being  open  before  the 
conference. 

The  people  we  met, 
sf)eakers  and  professors  in- 
volved, were  very  cordial  and 
interesting.  The  seminars  were 
informative  and  each  one  had  a 
different  twist.  If  two  speakers 
talked  about  the  French  presi- 
dential elections,  each  one  put 
their  own  side  to  it  that  was 


thought  provoking. 

Rob  and  I both  said  that 
we  are  going  to  follow  the 
French  elections  to  see  what 
happens  because  that  is  just  as 
important  as  the  American  elec- 
tions. 

When  we  asked  the 
speakers  their  opinions  on  the 
candidates,  the  majority  said 
that  Fran9ois  Hollande  had  a 
better  chance  at  winning  against 
Sarkozy,  but  they’re  neck  and 
neck  so  anjthing  could  happen. 

Only  one  person  that  Rob 
and  I talked  to  felt  that  Marine 
Le  Pin  would  be  the  winner 
of  the  election.  I guess  if  you 
could  associate  Le  Pin  with  an 
American  president  candidate, 
it  would  be  Ron  Paul. 

There  were  several  obser- 
vations that  we  made  in  France 
but  the  most  striking  was  the 
knowledge  of  foreign  languag- 
es. When  we  were  preparing  to 
go,  there  were  several  people 
that  said  that  speaking  French 
was  necessary  in  Paris  because 
they  won’t  speak  English  at  all. 

That  was  way  far  into 
the  truth.  All  we  needed  to  do 
was  walk  into  a bar,  restaurant, 
or  gift  shop  and  say,  “Bonjour, 
comment  ^a-va?  Parlez-vous 
I’anglais?  (Hello,  how  are  you? 
Do  you  speak  English?)”  and 
they  respected  us. 

Not  only  did  they  say  a 
couple  of  words  like  “thank 
you”  or  “goodbye”  but  we  were 
able  to  have  an  intelligent  con- 
versation with  the  people  of 
France. 

This  goes  back  to  the 
whole  idea  of  foreign  language 
learning  in  the  United  States. 
In  France,  French  is  obviously 
taught  in  the  schools,  but  other 
languages  like  English, German, 
Spanish,  or  Arabic  are  taught  in 
the  schools  as  well. 

This  gives  the  students 
a leg  up  to  be  a global  player 
in  the  future.  The  waiter  at  the 
Cafe  Central  on  rue  Cler  in  Par- 
is (very  good,  by  the  way)  could 
speak  English  just  as  well  at  the 
banker  at  biggest  bank  of  Paris 
could. 


On  the  other  hand,  for- 
eign language  is  not  taken  very 
seriously  in  the  United  States. 
English  is  the  primary  (not  of- 
ficial) language  of  the  country 
and  so  that  is  as  far  as  language 
is  required  to  go  at  school. 

When  we  arrived  in 
France,  I knew  about  twenty 
phrases  or  words  in  French  that 
I learned  in  middle  school  and 
about  two  years  of  high  school 
Spanish. 

Rob  knew  four  years 
worth  of  Russian,  Erin  took 
three  years  of  Spanish,  and  Amy 
knew  a little  bit  of  Italian. 

If  the  United  States  is  to 
be  a global  player  like  it  says  it 
wants  to  be,  languages  in  school 
need  to  be  compulsory  and  they 
needed  to  start  earlier. 

My  grandmother  is  in  her 
early  seventies,  and  when  she 
was  in  kindergarten  in  Catho- 
lic school,  she  started  learning 
French.  After  about  fifty  years 
of  only  speaking  it  a handful  of 
times,  she  still  remembers  how 
to  speak,  read,  and  write  French 
with  a little  refresher. 

Languages  are  so  impor- 
tant and  it’s  unbelievable  that 
while  a good  plurality  of  French 
at  least  two  languages,  a large 
majority  of  Americans,  “the 
greatest  people  in  the  history  of 
the  world,”  do  not  know  more 
than  English. 

I would  like  to  thank  Sa- 
mantha Fahey  and  Alex  Myers, 
Editors-In-Chief  of  this  news- 
paper for  approaching  me  in 
November  with  this  opportu- 
nity. I would  also  like  to  thank 
Rob  Donoghue  for  keeping  me 
sane  during  this  week,  and  be- 
ing each  other’s  right  hand  men 
in  Paris  made  the  trip  really 
fun. 

Lastly,  I would  like  to 
thank  Dr.  DobeUe  for  the  op- 
portunity and  the  Edith  Piaf  and 
Charles  Aznavour  CDs  that  I re- 
ceived in  my  mailbox  in  January. 
This  trip  really  made  me  rethink 
my  attitudes  toward  the  United 
States.  Who  knows?  Maybe  I’ll 
be  a Paris  Correspondent  one  of 
these  semesters. 
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Ramblings  from  a Noninterventionist 

By:  Rob  Donoghue  Managing  Editor 


Writing  too  much  is  usu- 
ally not  a problem  for  me.  I 
could  go  on  for  pages  rambling 
about  whatever  topic  is  on  my 
mind. 

The  challenge  I typically 
face  is  determining  what  con- 
tent to  put  in  this  column  and 
what  to  leave  out.  Starting  an 
article  is  something  that  usually 
isn’t  troublesome. 

But  as  1 attempt  to  write 
The  Donoghue  Report  this 
week,  I’m  surprisingly  strug- 
gling to  put  my  thoughts  down 
into  words. 

After  attending  the  “Glo- 
balization and  the  Media”  Inter- 
national Media  Seminar  through 
the  American  University  of 
Paris  last  week,  I have  so  many 
thoughts  and  topics  running 
through  my  head  that  I don’t 
even  know  where  to  begin. 

Anyway,  the  weeklong 
conference  was  a once  in  a 
lifetime  opportunity  to  experi- 
ence the  culture  of  the  people  of 
France  while  learning  about  the 
future  of  the  media  landscape 
and  important  issues  in  interna- 
tional relations. 

As  a double-major  in 
Communication  and  Political 
Science,  the  program  was  right 
down  my  ally  and  opened  my 
eyes  up  to  new  ideas  in  both  the 
media  and  p)olitical  spheres. 

I had  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending the  conference  with 
three  other  Westfield  State  stu- 
dents, Amy  Wing,  Erin  Bates, 
and  Voice  Online  Editor  Joshua 
Clark. 

Josh  gave  an  outstanding 
summary  of  the  conference  on 
page  4,  and  with  the  amount 
of  new  information  we  learned 
during  the  week  it  would  liter- 
ally be  possible  to  fill  this  entire 
newspaper  Just  talking  about 
the  trip. 


The  morning  and  after- 
noon seminars  we  attended 
were  led  by  professionals  in  the 
fields  of  Journalism,  public  re- 
lations, marketing/advertising, 
media  technology  and  interna- 
tional relations. 

Each  speaker  gave  us  a 
new  perspective  on  the  fields 
of  communication  and  politics 
and  provided  us  with  valuable 
insight  on  the  ever-changing 
media  world.  Visits  to  media 
outlets  such  as  the  International 
Herald  Tribune  and  France  24 
TV  allowed  us  to  see  the  inner 
workings  of  some  of  the  globe’s 
largest  media  outlets. 

The  unique  experience  of 
evening  receptions  at  beautiful 
Parisian  apartments  to  hear  from 
renowned  Journalists  Christian 
Mallard,  Janine  di  Giovanni  and 
John  Morris  among  others  was 
an  eye-opening  opportunity. 

Through  the  American 
University  of  Paris,  we  were 
able  to  meet  with  students  from 
all  over  the  world  and  learn 
more  about  each  other’s  ways 
of  lives. 

Of  course,  being  in  Paris 
allowed  us  to  see  famed  sights 
including  the  Eiffel  Tower, 
Notre  Dame  and  the  Louvre 
while  getting  to  experience  the 
French  culture. 

The  French  are  quite  dif- 
ferent than  Americans.  Speak- 
ing a different  language  is  Just 
the  first  of  the  numerous  dif- 
ferences between  the  people  of 
France  and  the  U.S. 

The  French  live  a differ- 
ent lifestyle  and  really  see  the 
world  differently  than  Ameri- 
cans. Dinner  is  eaten  later  in  the 
evening  and  takes  much  longer 
than  dinner  in  the  U.S.  Cafes 
and  bakeries  line  the  blocks  of 
Paris  as  the  French  see  nothing 
wrong  with  taking  an  hour  or 


two  to  sit  down  and  enjoy  a cup 
of  coffee  while  reading  or  chat- 
ting with  friends. 

France  has  a much  more 
socialist  style  of  government 
than  the  U.S.  and  universal  ac- 
cess to  education  and  health 
care  are  among  the  amenities 
that  the  French  have  come  to 
expect. 

But  when  I wrote  a few 
weeks  ago  about  discovering 
the  validity  of  many  American 
stereotypes  toward  the  French, 
I discovered  that  most  of  the 
common  attitudes  toward  the 
French  lack  any  truthfulness. 

While  the  French  may  not 
be  as  openly  Jovial  and  friendly 
as  Americans,  I didn’t  experi- 
ence and  real  rudeness  from  the 
French  people  that  I met. 

I studied  Russian  in  high 
school  and  knew  about  12 
French  words  before  the  trip, 
but  I made  a concerted  effort  to 
speak  basic  French  whenever 
possible  to  show  respect  for  the 
country  I was  in. 

How  would  you  feel  if 
someone  walked  into  the  place 
you  worked  and  started  speak- 
ing loudly  in  French  or  Span- 
ish? 

But  in  the  end,  everyone 
could  tell  that  I was  clearly 
American  and  almost  everyone 
I met  was  able  to  speak  Eng- 
lish... being  bilingual  is  nearly 
commonplace  in  France.  Sadly, 
the  same  cannot  be  said  at  all 
for  the  U.S. 

Anyway,  most  of  the 
French  people  I interacted  with 
were  more  than  kind  and  gener- 
ous in  helping  us  get  around  and 
adapt  to  the  French  lifestyle. 

In  fact,  one  storeowner 
chased  the  four  of  us  from  WSU 
down  three  blocks  because  Amy 
had  forgotten  her  sunglasses  in 
the  store  and  he  wanted  to  re- 


turn them  to  her.  And  you’re  go- 
ing to  tell  me  that  the  French  are 
rude  and  hate  Americans? 

Now  one  incident  doesn’t 
determine  the  attitudes  of  an 
entire  nation,  but  after  every- 
thing I experienced  during  the 
week  it’s  clear  that  most  of  the 
stereotypes  Americans  express 
toward  the  French  are  clear  ex- 
aggerations or  falsehoods. 

Along  with  gaining  a 
greater  understanding  of  the 
future  of  multimedia  Journal- 
ism and  foreign  affairs,  meeting 
people  with  various  global  ex- 
periences was  one  of  the  most 
enriching  parts  of  the  confer- 
ence. 

Learning  more  about  Tu- 
nisia and  Rwanda  for  example 
have  increased  my  thirst  for 
global  knowledge  and  made  me 
a more  active  consumer  of  in- 
ternational news. 

The  world  really  isn’t  that 
big  anymore  and  rapid  global- 
ization has  made  a better  un- 
derstanding of  foreign  affairs 
absolutely  vital. 

I’m  quickly  running  out 
of  room  on  this  page,  but  I plan 
on  talking  more  about  the  con- 
ference in  future  editions  of  this 
column. 

One  of  the  main  points 
of  my  research  during  the  week 
was  on  global  health  care.  As  a 
topic  I’m  very  passionate  about, 
it  was  a tremendous  opportunity 
to  hear  about  the  French  health 
care  system  from  the  people 
who  are  directly  involved. 

1 also  was  able  to  talk  to 
people  from  Canada  and  Rwan- 
da to  learn  more  about  the  health 
care  systems  employed  in  those 
two  countries. 

I’ve  done  a lot  of  read- 
ing and  writing  on  health  care 
and  health  insurance  in  both 
the  United  State  and  across  the 


globe.  With  more  first  hand 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  I 
plan  to  write  more  extensively 
about  the  vast  information  1 
learned  in  regards  to  health  care 
in  a future  edition  of  The  Dono- 
ghue Report. 

As  Josh  pointed  out,  stu- 
dents from  four  other  universi- 
ties attended  the  conference  and 
made  the  experience  even  more 
enriching  as  we  were  able  to 
interact  and  learn  with  people 
from  across  the  U.S. 

As  I promised  in  Paris,  I 
need  to  give  a special  shout-out 
to  A J.  Tomiak,  Ali  Lasher  and 
Bridget  Illing  of  Northwestern 
University  for  making  the  con- 
ference that  much  better. 

I’d  also  like  to  say  thanks 
to  Bob  Hariman  and  Jane 
Rankin,  faculty  members  at 
Northwestern,  who  accompa- 
nied Josh  and  me  to  Versailles. 

All  four  of  us  representing 
WSU  at  the  conference  would 
also  like  to  give  a special  thanks 
to  Lee  and  Bema  Huebner,  or- 
ganizers of  the  conference,  for 
taking  such  good  care  of  us  and 
giving  us  an  amazing  week  that 
no  one  at  the  seminar  will  ever 
forget. 

And  of  course,  I need  to 
say  thank  you  to  Westfield  State 
University  and  President  Evan 
Dobelle  for  their  continued  sup- 
port of  The  Westfield  Voice  and 
the  cultivation  of  knowledge 
and  global  experiences  among 
WSU  students. 

I learned  so  much  through 
the  International  Media  Semi- 
nar, not  only  in  regards  to  Jour- 
nalism, but  about  the  world  we 
live  in.  The  experience  will  stay 
with  me  for  the  rest  of  my  life, 
and  1 can  honestly  say  I won’t 
be  able  to  look  at  the  world  in 
the  same  way  after  my  trip  to 
Paris. 
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The  Westfield  Voice 
will  be  going  digital! 

VCTiat  do  you  think? 

Will  you  write  for  us  if  your  work  is  displayed  for  the 
entire  world  to  read? 

Do  you  think  this  is  a good  idea? 

Send  us  your  thoughts  at: 
thevoice@westfieU.ma.  edu 

and  you  may  just  see  your  name  on  your  computer 
screen,  without  the  facebook  or  tuitter  logo  next  to  it. 

Check  Upcoming  editions  for  the  URL. 

Coming  soon 

to  a computer  screen  near  you! 

And  no,  this  is  not  an  April  Fools’ joke. 


ALUMNI  RELATIONS,  THE  CAREER  CENTER,  AND  ACADEMIC  AFFAIRS  PRESENT 


Join  Wfestfield  State  Alumni  for  a netvrorking  ni^t!  Alumni  from  various  careers  in  each  field  will  be  coming  to  campus  to  meet  with  our  students  in 
a “speed  networking”  style  event  Spend  an  evening  learning  about  the  great  career  opportunities  out  there  for  various  majors  and  find  what  mi^t 
be  your  nert  step  after  graduation! 

5:30-7:30PIVI  | Scanlon  Living  Room 


Westfield 

STATE  UNIVERSITY 

■, : ", T-.-.Ti-.-.-.TT-.'sr."  Founded  t8}8 


Networking  Nights 


Connect  With  Professionals  In  Your  Field 
All  Students  Welcome!!! 

Wednesday,  March  21st  ~ Business 
Monday,  March  26th  ~ Communications 
Tuesday,  April  3rd  ~ Environmental  Science, 
Geography  & Regional  Planning 

Thursday,  April  5th  ~ Arts,  Music  and  Theater 


Location:  Scanlon  Living  Room  Time:  5-8  PM 
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By  Matthew  Futterleib 


A1  Gore  - Bom  March  31, 1948 


April  Fool’s  Day  - April  1 


Ashton  Kutcher  - Died  April  1 , 2012 


A1  Gore  was  the  43  rd 
President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  during  Bill 
Clinton’s  administra- 
tion from  1993  to  2001. 
Growing  up  under  the 
wing  of  his  father,  U.S. 
senator  A1  Gore  Sr.,  pro- 
pelled his  career  towards 
politics,  but  he  initially 
followed  a different  path 
as  a military  journal- 
ist in  the  Vietnam  War. 
After  working  for  the 
Tennesseean  newspaper, 
his  short  detour  from 
politics  would  last  until 
1976,  when  Gore  won 
a spot  in  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  for 


Tennessee,  winning  re- 
election  three  times  and 
successfully  winning  a 
spot  in  the  U.S.  Senate  in 
the  late  ‘80s.  Gore  hoped 
to  expand  his  popularity 
with  a bid  for  the  Demo- 
cratic seat  in  the  1988 
Presidential  elecion,  but 
failed.  He  joined  Bill 
Clinton  four  years  later 
as  Vice  President  of 
his  winning  campaign, 
building  momentum  for 
another  strong  run  at  the 
White  House  in  2000 
against  Republican  can- 
didate George  W.  Bush. 
Once  again,  despite 
winning  the  popular 
vote,  his  presidency  was 
ousted.  Gore  did  not  shy 
from  the  limelight  after 
his  loss,  turning  to  a role 
in  environmental  aware- 
ness and  raising  the  is- 
sue of  global  warming  to 
unprecedented  heights. 
His  work  earned  him 
a Nobel  prize  in  2007, 
warning  the  U.S.  and 
China  to  take  action 
against  this  threat  in  his 
admission  speech. 


On  April  1st  each  year, 
countries  across  the 
globe  come  together  for 
a united  cause:  to  partake 
in  the  good-natured  sport 
of  mercilessly  prank- 
ing one  another.  April 
Fool’s  Day  is  recognized 
mostly  in  westernized 
countries  like  the  U.S., 
U.K.,  France  and  Italy, 
and  many  only  celebrate 
before  noontime.  In 
these  countries,  those 
who  try  to  prank  their 
friends  past  12  PM  will 
be  condemned  as  “April 
fools”  themselves.  But 
in  the  U.S.,  the  practi- 
cal jokes  run  all  day.  The 


first  origins  of  this  day 
can  be  dated  back  to  the 
Roman  festival  of  Hi- 
laria  and  the  Festival  of 
Fools  from  the  Medieval 
era,  the  latter  of  which 
is  still  celebrated  on  De- 
cember 28  in  spanish- 
speaking  countries.  The 
first  recorded  connec- 
tion between  April  1 and 
the  celebration  of  April 
Fool’s  Day  can  be  read  in 
poet  Geoffrey  Chaucer’s 
Canterbury  Tales  from 
1392,  a text  infamous 
for  its  crude  and  practi- 
cal humor,  where  pranks 
are  played  on  many  of  its 
stories’  main  characters. 
Some  of  the  best  April 
Fool’s  pranks  from  2011 
included  British  news- 
wire  The  Guardian  an- 
nouncing the  cancellation 
of  Prince  William’s  Roy- 
al Wedding  and  discount 
website  Groupon’s  fake 
purchase  of  the  trade- 
mark to  “April  Fool’s 
Day,”  threatening  to  sue 
competing  websites  like 
YouTube  for  performing 
“illegal  pranks”. 


Christopher  Ashton  Kutcher 
was  an  actor  famous  for  his 
role  as  Michael  Kelso  in 
That  ‘70s  Show  and  other 
comedic  acting  roles  flaunt- 
ing his  debonair  attitude  and 
charm.  He  was  bom  in  1978, 
growing  up  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  enrolling  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa  to  pursue  a 
career  in  biochemical  engi- 
neering before  being  kicked 
out  of  his  college  apartment 
for  his  uncontrollable  party- 
ing behavior.  He  caught  the 
eye  of  a talent  scout  in  Iowa 
City  and  left  for  New  York 
City,  winning  a modeling 
competition  and  establish- 
ing his  name  in  the  industry. 
He  moved  to  Hollywood  in 
1998  and  landed  his  debut 
role  in  That  ‘70s  Show.  His 
command  of  the  attention 
on  this  show  led  to  various 
movie  roles  in  coming  years, 
including  groundbreaking 
comedies  like  Dude,  Where's 
My  Car?  (2000)  and  Guess 
Who  (2005).  Most  recently 
in  2011,  Kutcher  replaced 
fellow  ftinnyman  Charlie 
Sheen  on  the  smash-hit  tele 


vision  series  Two-and-a-Half 
Men,  and  became  the  first 
Twitter  user  to  be  followed 
by  1 million  people.  His 
work  on  the  reality  television 
show  Punk’d  proved  to  be 
his  demise,  when  an  appar- 
ently disgruntled  participant 
took  revenge  on  Kutcher  by 
tossing  a banana  peel  in  front 
of  his  Porsche,  sending  the 
car  sputtering  down  a cliff. 
The  only  evidence  was  a slip 
of  paper  taped  to  the  banana, 
vengefully  proclaiming  “you 
just  got  punked”.  In  a press 
release,  actor  Charlie  Sheen 
lamented  upon  the  loss  of 
Kutcher,  quizzically  asking 
“how  am  I not  dead  yet?” 


(facts  from  buygraphyxom) 
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Bradbury  brings  charm  to  science  fiction  writing 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


Previously,  I have  reviewed 
The  Illustrated  Man,  a series  of 
loosely  connected  short  stories 
by  Ray  Bradbury,  and  given  the 
book  a very  positive  review.  Now, 
I would  like  to  bring  attention  to 
another  book  by  Bradbury,  this 


time  The  Martian  Chronicles,  a 
collected  series  of  stories  all  cen- 
tered on  a fictional  colonization  of 
Mars  by  Earth. 

One  may  want  to  remember 
when  reading  that  the  book  was 
written  in  1950,  when  space  was 
something  with  a veil  of  mystery 
around  it,  and  space  travel  was 
just  a dream  for  science  fiction 
writers. 

I found  the  sense  of  won- 
der that  Bradbury  writes  with  and 
the  liberties  he  takes  to  be  charm- 
ing above  all  else,  and  couldn’t 
help  getting  sucked  into  the  same 
mindset  that  must  have  been  felt  in 
that  age  of  science  fiction. 

Every  story  flows  right  into 
the  next,  even  the  ones  previously 
published.  There’s  no  central  char- 
acter throughout  the  book,  perhaps 
a few  recurring  ones;  instead,  hu- 


man nature  takes  center  stage.  The 
struggle  is  not  so  much  humans 
against  the  Martians  who  origi- 
nally inhabit  the  planet,  but  human 
beings  against  themselves. 

Several  stories  have  other 
themes  common  to  Bradbury’s 
body  of  work.  “Usher  H”  is  a di- 
rect allusion  to  the  famous  Edgar 
Allen  Poe  story  “The  Fall  of  the 
House  of  Usher”  that  tackles  gov- 
ernment censorship  with  a sense 
of  irony. 

’’Way  in  the  Middle  of  the 
Air”  tackles  racism  in  a world  with 
rockets.  “Night  Meeting”  is  a tale 
that  makes  one  think  about  the 
rise  and  fall  of  civilizations,  even 
today. 

This  is  Bradbury  at  his  best, 
and  this  book  should  be  considered 
an  equal  to,  if  not  superior  than, 
“Fahrenheit  451 .”  10  out  of  10. 


(facts  from  wikipediaxom) 


Read  any  good  books  lately? 
Seen  any  interesting  movies? 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see  your  name  in  print! 

Send  all  articles  to: 
thevoic^mstfield.ma.edu 

And  follow  us  on  Twitter: 

@ WestfieldV lice 
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Charts 

Billboard  Top  10  Songs 

1 . fun.-  “We  Are  Young” 

2.  Kelly  Clarkson- 
“Stronger  (What  Doesn’t 
KiU  You)” 

3.  The  Wanted-  “Glad 
You  Came” 

4.  Adele-  “Set  Fire  to  the 
Rain” 

5.  Gotye  feat.  Kimbra- 
“Somebody  That  I Used 
to  Know” 

6.  Nicki  Minaj- 
“Starships” 

7.  David  Guetta-  “Turn 
Me  On” 

8.  Drake  feat.  Rihanna- 
“Take  Care” 

9.  Flo  Rida-  “Wild  Ones” 

10.  Katy  Perry-  “Part  of 
Me” 


Box  Office  Top  5 

1 . The  Hunger  Games 
($152.5M) 

2.  21  Jump  Street 
($20 .4M) 

3.  Dr.  Seuss’  The  Lor  ax 
($13.2M) 

A.  John  Carter  {%5.\M) 
5.  Act  of  Valor  ($2.0M) 


Billboard  Top  10  Albums 

1 .One  Direction-  Up  All 
Night 

2.  Adele- 27 

3.  Guns  N’  Roses- 
Greaest  Hits 

4.  Bruce  Springsteen- 
Wrecking  Ball 

5.  Passion-  White  Flag 

6.  Whitney  Flouston- 
Whitney:  The  Greatest 
Hits 

7.  Drake-  Take  Care 

8.  Various  Artists- 
NOW41 

9.  Gotye-  Making  Mirrors 

10.  fun.-  Some  Nights 
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Phish  announces  first  leg  of  2012  Summer  Tour 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


It’s  that  time  of  year  again! 
No,  I'm  not  talking  about  spring. 
I’m  talking  about  Phish  Summer 
Tour  Announcement  season! 

So  far,  only  Leg  1 has  been 
announced,  which  consists  of 
East  Coast  venues.  I,  for  one,  am 
extremely  excited,  not  only  be- 
cause Phish  is  my  favorite  band, 
but  because  a Phish  concert  is 
unlike  any  other  type  of  show 
that  you  could  go  to. 

The  sense  of  community, 
the  mystery  of  what  songs  they 
will  play,  and  the  joyful  atmo- 
sphere make  Phish  shows  the 
unique  concert  experiences  that 
they  are. 

If  you  dig  bands  that  don’t 
play  the  same  set  every  night,  are 
fun,  and  are  just  a great  bunch 
of  musicians,  you  should  check 
Phish  out. 

The  run  begins  with  two 
consecutive  shows  (June  7 and 
8)  at  the  DCU  Center  in  Worces- 
ter, MA,  the  location  of  my  first 
Phish  show,  and  the  location  of 
the  the  shows  I am  attending  this 
summer. 

After  Worcester,  Phish 
hits  the  Bonnaroo  Arts  and  Mu- 
sic Festival  in  Manchester,  TN, 
on  June  10  as  a headliner.  After 
Bonnaroo,  they  head  to  Bader 
Field  in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jer- 
sey, for  a run  of  three  consecu- 
tive shows. 

Despite  previous  rumors, 
this  is  not  a festival,  rather  just  a 
run  of  three  shows.  The  New  Jer- 
sey shows  are  June  15  through 
the  17.  June  19  through  the  20th 
brings  Phish  to  one  of  their  fa- 
vorite venues,  the  nTelos  Pavil- 
ion in  Portsmouth,  VA,  which 
has  already  been  sold  out. 

June  22  brings  Phish  to 
another  one  of  their  favorite  ven- 
ues, Riverbend  Music  Center  in 
Cincinnati,  OH. 

June  23  brings  Trey  An- 
astasio,  Mike  Gordon,  Page 
McConnell,  and  Jon  Fishman 
(Phish)  to  First  Niagara  Pavilion, 
Burgettstown,  PA, 


photo  by  last.fm 


and  June  24  they  play 
Blossom  Music  Center  in  Cuya- 
hoga FaUs,  OH. 

June  28th  through  the  29th 
they  occupy  Noblesville,  IN,  at 
the  Klipsich  Music  Center. 

June  30th  through  July  1 st 
brings  Phish  back  to  another  one 
of  their  often-played  venues,  Al- 
pine Valley  Music  Center  in  East 
Troy,WI. 

Phish ’s  first  leg  winds 
down  with  two  sold-out  shows 
at  Jones  Beach  Theatre,  in  Wan- 
tagh,  NY,  on  July  3rd  and  4th. 
Phish  plays  their  last  shows  of 
their  first  leg  from  July  6th- 
through  the  8th  at  Saratoga  Per- 
forming Arts  Center  (SPAC),  in 
Saratoga  Springs,  NY. 

Tickets  are  still  available 
for  much  of  Leg  1 , but  probably 
not  for  long.  Unless  you  want  to 
get  stuck  with  lawns,  you  should 
get  tickets  soon,  since  I have  a 
feeling  that  this  summer  is  go- 
ing to  pick  up  right  where  their 
201 1 New  Year’s  Run  left  off-  on 
a high,  boisterous  note. 

Tickets  are  available  from 
their  website.  Just  click  on  tours, 
then  Summer  2012,  and  you’ll 


see  the  list  of  dates. 

I am  pumped  to  see  my 
boys  again  and  I urge  everyone 
to  see  them,  whether  you  are  al- 
ready a fan  or  new  to  the  band. 
Maybe  the  band  wUl  unveil  some 
new  tunes  this  tour,  since  rumor 
has  it  that  they  are  supposedly  in 
the  midst  of  working  on  a new 
album. 

They  are  guaranteed  to  de- 


but some  new,  interesting  covers 
as  well. 

Leg  2 still  has  yet  to  be 
announced,  so  if  you  have  plans 
to  travel  to  the  West  Coast  this 
summer,  keep  an  eye  out  for  Leg 
2 dates,  which  should  be  out 
within  the  next  couple  of  weeks. 

If  you  see  Phish  this  sum- 
mer and  hit  either  of  the  DCU 
shows.  I’ll  see  you  there! 


The  Westfield  Voice 
will  be  going  digital! 

Check  upcoming  editions  for  the  URL. 

Coming  soon 

to  a computer  screen  near  you! 

And  no,  this  is  not  an  April  Fools’ joke. 


The  Westfield  Voice Sports 

Schmidt,  Sterpka  named  Divers  of  Year 


n 

WSU  women’s  lacrosse 
falls  to  Smith  17-14 


Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity and  Keene  State  College 
split  the  annual  Little  East  Con- 
ference women’s  swimming 
and  diving  major  awards  pro- 
gram for  the  2012  season 
this  afternoon,  when  the  con- 
ference office  announced  the 
results  from  the  eight  coaches’ 
votes. 

Westfield  State  senior 
Kim  Schmidt  (Longmeadow, 
Mass.)  was  chosen  as  the  Diver 
of  the  Year  and  freshman  team- 
mate Katie  Sterpka  (Barkham- 
sted,  Conn.)  was  elected 
the  Rookie  Diver  of  the  Year. 
Westfield  State  also  earned 
the  Team  Sportsmanship 
Award. 

Keene  State  senior  Jillian 
Whitaker  (Guilford,  N.H.)  was 
named  the  Swimmer  of  the  Year 
and  freshman  teammate  Diana 
Pimer  (West  Haven,  Conn.)  was 
selected  as  the  Rookie  Swimmer 
of  the  Year.  Keene  State’s  Jack 
Fabian  was  tabbed  the  Coach  of 
the  Year  by  his  peers. 

“Both  Kim  and  Katie  are 
extremely  hard  working  and 
team  oriented,”  said  Westfield 
State  head  coach  Dave  Laing. 
“All  the  hard  work  they  put  into 
this  season  really  paid  off.” 

Schmidt  is  the  first  Little 
East  student-athlete  to  repeat  as 
the  top  diver  in  the  conference 
circuit. 

The  senior  from  Long- 
meadow,  Mass,  earned  a pair 
of  All- America  honorable 
mention  citations  at  the  2012 
NCAA  Division  III  Men’s  and 
Women’s  Swimming  and  Div- 
ing Championship  this  past 
weekend.  Schmidt  placed  12th 
on  the  three-meter  and  13th  on 
the  one-meter. 

She  swept  each  event  in 
the  diving  well  for  the  fourth 
consecutive  year  at  the  2012 
New  England  Intercollegiate 
Swimming  and  Diving  Cham- 
pionship. 

Schmidt  broke  the  pro- 


gram record  on  the  shorter 
plank  with  a score  of  449.45 
points,  while  easily  capturing 
the  higher  board  with  a school 
record  mark  of  434.5  points 
at  the  regional  championship 
meet. 

She  also  established  a 
new  Little  East  meet  record  on 
the  one-meter  board  with  a total 
score  of  249.25. 

Schmidt  added  the  con- 
ference three-meter  champion- 
ship to  her  impressive  resume 
with  a total  score  244.05.  She 
was  honored  as  the  Little  East 
Diver  of  the  Week  four  times  on 
the  season. 

Sterpka  is  the  first  Owl  to 
be  named  the  top  rookie  diver 
in  the  conference  since  the 
Little  East  began  sponsoring 
the  award  during  the  2008-09 
season. 

The  Barkhamsted,  Conn, 
product  earned  a spot  on  the 
awards  podium  in  each  div- 
ing event  at  the  2012  NEISDA 
Championship. 

Sterpka  produced  a third 
place  performance  on  the  one- 
meter  board  with  a total  score 
of  361.15  points,  while  finish- 
ing fourth  on  the  higher  plank 
(328.7). 

She  helped  provide  the 
1-2  scoring  punch  for  West- 
field  State  at  the  Little  East 
Championships.  Sterpka  placed 
second  on  the  one-meter  with 
21 1 .42  points  and  second  on  the 
three-meter  board  with  184.05 
points. 

She  secured  Little  East 
Rookie  Diver  of  the  Week  hon- 
ors twice  during  her  first  colle- 
giate season. 

“Katie,  as  a freshman,  had 
a great  role  model  this  season  in 
Kim,”  said  Laing.  “We  obvi- 
ously have  a big  hole  with  Kim 
graduating,  but  we’re  hopeful 
that  Katie  can  step  up  for  us  and 
fill  that  gap.” 

Whitaker  is  making  her 
second  appearance  as  a confer- 


ence major  award  winner  after 
earning  the  top  rookie  swimmer 
honor  in  2009. 

The  senior  from  Guilford, 
N.H.  is  the  third  Keene  State 
swimmer  to  win  the  top  swim- 
mer award,  joining  Kayla  Um- 
barger  (20 1 1 ) and  Kristine  Tru- 
tor  (2009,2010). 

Whitaker  made  her  debut 
as  an  individual  competitor  and 
third  overall  appearance  at  the 
NCAA  Division  III  Men’s  and 
Women’s  Swimming  and  Div- 
ing Championships  this  winter, 
qualifying  in  the  100  breast- 
stroke event. 

She  placed  20th  overall 
in  the  national  field  after  touch- 
ing the  wall  at  one  minute,  6.14 
seconds. 

Whitaker  earned  the  New 
England  Intercollegiate  Swim- 
ming and  Diving  Association 
(NEISDA)  Senior-High  Point 
Award  for  her  performance  dur- 
ing the  three-day  meet. 

She  established  two 
NEISDA  and  Keene  State  re- 
cords in  the  50  and  100  breast- 
stroke events. 

Whitaker  captured  the 
50  breaststroke  by  tripping  the 
timer  at  26.59  seconds,  while 
posting  the  sixth  fastest  time  in 
Division  III  in  the  100  breast- 
stroke (1:03.98). 

She  set  a new  conference 
championship  standard  and  won 
a pair  of  races  to  help  Keene 
State  raise  their  sixth  straight 
Little  East  team  trophy. 

Whitaker  broke  her 
own  previous  mark  in  the  100 
breaststroke  (1:06.52).  She  was 
named  the  Little  East  Swimmer 
of  the  Week  three  times  during 
the  campaign. 

Keene  State  cruised  to 
their  sixth  straight  Little  East 
Championship  team  title,  re- 
cording the  second  highest 
point  total  (588).  Keene  State 
won  12  of  the  16  individual 
races  and  the  400  freestyle  team 
relay  titles. 


Meaghan  Fileti  became 
the  fifth  player  to  hit  the  100 
goal  mark  in  program  history, 
scoring  a career  high  eight  times 
in  a 17-14  win  over  Westfield 
State  University  on  Tuesday  af- 
ternoon. 

The  win  marks  consecu- 
tive victories  for  Smith  for  the 
first  time  since  2010,  and  gives 
Smith  as  many  wins  as  they  had 
in  all  of  2011.  Smith  improved 
to  4-3  with  the  victory,  while 
Westfield  State  dropped  to  1-4 
with  the  defeat. 

Fileti  entered  the  game 
needing  six  goals  to  become  the 
fifth  centurion  in  the  history  of 
Smith  lacrosse  - she  joins  Alexa 
Wilder  ‘99,  Amanda  Edelhart 
‘01  (175),  Jennifer  Myers  ‘94 
(112),  and  Sara  Fleet  ‘92  (105). 

The  eight  goals  tied  My- 
ers’ for  the  fourth  best  single 
game  mark  at  Smith. 

Fileti  got  her  first  goal 
50  seconds  into  the  game, 
and  though  the  Owls  tied  the 
score  on  a goal  from  Amanda 
Bouchard,  the  Pioneers  reeled 
off  four  straight  goals  to  take  a 
5-1  lead. 

Jessica  Lillquist  broke 
the  tie,  and  Fileti  grabbed  her 
second  at  the  24:17  mark.  Mck- 
enzie  Hessel  added  a third  on 
a free  position  goal,  and  Jenny 
Estes  score  the  first  of  her  three 
on  the  day  for  a 5-1  advantage. 

Two  goals  from  Maura 
Stack  brought  the  Owls  to  with- 
in 5-3,  and  the  teams  traded  the 
next  six  goals  until  the  Pioneers 
closed  the  half  with  a free  posi- 


tion goal  from  MK  Pasini  and 
Fileti’s  fourth  of  the  game,  set 
up  by  Hessel,  for  a 10-6  lead  at 
halftime. 

The  Owls  came  out  on  fire 
to  start  the  second  half,  scoring 
the  first  four  goals  of  the  stanza 
and  tying  the  score  at  10.  Genna 
Raffaelo  started  the  streak,  and 
Nicole  DiPilato,  Lee  Meskev- 
ich,  and  Maura  Stack  all  found 
the  net  in  the  scoring  burst. 

Fileti  put  Smith  in  front 
for  good  by  scoring  the  next 
three  goals,  the  second  of  which 
put  her  into  100  goal  territory. 
Jessica  Lillquist  and  Jenny  Es- 
tes made  it  15-10  with  21:53  to 
play,  but  the  Owls  would  not  go 
away,  getting  goals  from  DiP- 
ilato, Amanda  Bouchard,  Roni- 
ca  Proulx,  and  Meskevich  to  cut 
the  lead  to  15-14. 

Yet  another  goal  from  Fi- 
leti restored  a two  goal  margin 
with  3:49  to  play,  and  Hessle 
gave  Smith  some  breathing 
room  with  an  unassisted  tally 
with  15  seconds  remaining. 

Alina  Pechacek  had  an- 
other outstanding  game  in  net, 
making  11  saves.  Hannah  Joyce 
played  48:28  in  net  for  West- 
field  State,  making  13  saves, 
while  Jill  Robinson  made  one 
save  in  1 1 :32  of  action. 

Stack  scored  five  times 
for  the  Owls,  while  Meskevich, 
Bouchard,  and  DiPilato  found 
the  net  twice.  Estes  finished 
with  a hat  trick  for  Smith,  while 
Hessel  scored  twice  and  Becky 
Bracken  and  Pasini  each  netted 
once. 


Do  you  regulary  attend  your  favorite 
Owls  home  games? 

Then  write  about  it! 

Send  your  WSU  sports  stories  to: 
thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 


Articles  by  Mickey  Curtis 

Published  on  the  Westfield  State  University  Official  Athletic  Website 


The  Westfield  Voice 


12 Sports 

Westfield  baseballs  falls  to  Western  Connecticut  State  10-4 


photo  by  Matt  Jardin 

Josh  Blair  blasted  a three-run  homer  in  the  fifth  inning  but  WSU  still  lost  10-4. 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Zack  Dandrea  was  2 for 
3 with  three  runs  scored  and 
an  RBI  and  Jeff  John  had  three 
RBI,  including  a two-run  hom- 
er, to  lead  Western  Connecticut 
State  University  to  a 10-4  non- 
conference baseball  victoty’ 
over  Westfield  State  University 
on  Tuesday,  March  27. 

Western  Connecticut 
(7-9)  only  outhit  Westfield  (6-8) 
by  a 6-4  count  but  the  Colonials 
took  advantage  of  10  walks  is- 
sued by  Owl  pitchers  on  the 
cold  and  blusteiy'  day. 

The  Colonials  led  2-1 
when  they  began  pulling  away 
by  scoring  two  runs  in  the 
fourth  and  fourth  in  the  fifth  to 
take  an  8-1  lead.  Western’s  two 
fourth-inning  runs  were  scored 
on  an  infield  throwing  error  and 
a wild  pitch. 


The  Colonials  scored  then- 
four  runs  in  the  fifth  frame  on 
just  two  hits,  a bloop  RBI  single 
by  Dandrea  and  an  RBI  double 
by  Conor  Bierfeldt. 

Their  final  two  fifth-in- 
ning runs  came  on  a walk  and  a 
hit  batter  with  the  bases  loaded. 

Westfield  cut  the  deficit 
to  8-4  fifth  inning  on  a three-run 
homer  by  Josh  Blair. 

But  Western  Connecticut 
responded  with  two  insurance 
runs  in  the  seventh  on  a two-run 
homer  over  the  leftfield  fence 
by  the  5-7, 160-pound  shortstop 
John. 

Dandrea  was  the  only 
player  for  either  team  with  mul- 
tiple hits. 

Westfield  freshman  first 
baseman  Dan  Rokitowski 
ripped  an  RBI  double  in  the 
first  inning.  Mike  Yates  clubbed 
an  RBI  double  to  give  the 
Colonials  a 2-1  third-inning 


lead. 

Two  Zacks  handled  the 
pitching  chores  for  Western. 
Zak  Philippas  hurled  the  first 


six  innings  (1  earned  run,  3 hits, 
7 walks,  4 strikeouts)  for  the 
victory.  Zack  Taylor  allowed 
one  hit  in  three  effective  innings 


of  relief  to  earn  the  save. 

Tommy  Nowlan,  the  first 
of  five  Owl  pitchers,  was  cred- 
ited with  the  loss. 


This  weeks 
specials! 

Sm  Cheese  Pizza 
just  5 bucks! 
Order  $10  or  nxire 
and  its  only  $4! 
(limit  2) 

**  WW  -iflt 

Hove  you  tried  otr  10 
styles  of  wirigs?! 


Planning  a 
event?  Let  us 
do  the  work! 
call  for  speical 
pricing! 

Want  something 
different?  Try  our 
new  Indian  menu! 


10  Win^,  tg  Fries 
and  a 2 hr  Soda 
for  just  $10.^1 

Like  us  on 

BiFacebook 

NTT? : //WWW , f sc#  bosk . 


78  Franklin  St. 

413-562-8500 
- Hours  - 

Men  - Tlujrs  11  to  10 
Fri  4 Sat  11  to  11 
Sunday  12  to  10 
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Morning  Joe  Bj:  Joey  Cooper 

"Ji  y/eekCy  Look  at  tfie  IVorCcC of  Sjyorts”  Sports  Editor 


Believe  it  or  not,  Wednes- 
day night  marks  Opening  Day 
for  Major  League  Baseball  for 
the  2012  season. 

Where  did  that  come 
from?  I feel  like  the  Cardinals 
just  shocked  the  baseball  uni- 
verse last  month. 

Whether  we’re  ready  or 
not,  the  baseball  season  is  here 
and  a lot  has  happened  through- 
out the  league  since  November 
during  the  offseason. 

Albert  Pujols’s  11-year 
career  came  to  an  end  in  St. 
Louis  as  he  left  the  franchise 
that  helped  him  earn  three  Na- 
tional League  MVP  awards  and 
two  World  Series  rings. 

The  Los  Angeles  Angels 
of  Anaheim  landed  the  nine- 
time All-Star  on  December  10, 
2011  for  ten  years  and  upwards 
of  $245  million. 

Why  a guy  who  just  won 


a championship  with  his  team 
would  stand  up  and  leave  the 
organization  is  beyond  me. 

The  Detroit  Tigers  be- 
came a serious  contender  in 
January  when  they  signed  first 
baseman  Prince  Fielder  for  nine 
years  and  $214  million. 

Although  Fielder  is  5-11, 
275  lbs,  he  has  stayed  healthy 
throughout  his  career  showing 
stability  and  constituency  at 
first. 

With  this  addition,  the 
Tigers  became  one  of  the  best, 
if  not  the  best,  power  hitting 
team  in  the  league  with  Miguel 
Cabrera  and  now  Prince  Fielder 
hitting  in  the  order. 

The  Boston  Red  Sox  had  a 
tumultuous  offseason  after  part- 
ing ways  with  both  their  GM 
Theo  Epstein  and  manager  Ter- 
ry Francona.  Although  I believe 
the  moves  were  horrendous,  I 


do  believe  new  manager  Bobby 
Valentine  will  add  a spark  to 
this  Red  Sox  ball  club. 

His  aggressive  attitude 
and  wit  will  rub  off  on  the  play- 
ers, and  we  could  see  a different 
team  out  there  in  2012. 

Valentine  has  spent  a por- 
tion of  the  offseason  already 
jawing  through  the  media  about 
the  Yankees,  as  it  is  clear  he 
wants  to  renew  the  storied  ri- 
valry with  New  York. 

The  Miami  Marlins  had 
a busy  offseason  as  in  a matter 
of  months  acquired  a new  team 
name,  new  stadium,  new  uni- 
forms, new  manager,  new  short- 
stop in  Jose  Reyes  and  starting 
pitcher  Mark  Buehrle. 

After  the  past  two  seasons 
in  the  MLB,  it  seems  to  be  wide 
open  in  the  status  of  World  Se- 
ries contenders. 

The  San  Francisco  Giants 


and  St.  Louis  Cardinals  both 
pulled  down  hardware  the  past 
two  seasons  and  how  many  ac- 
tually had  them  contending  late 
in  October? 

As  usual  the  Yankees, 
Phillies,  Red  Sox  and  Tigers 
will  catch  the  headlines  for  pre- 
dictions to  bring  home  a World 
Series  title  in  2012. 

Teams  that  may  surprise 
some  people  this  season  include 
the  Miami  Marlins  and  Cincin- 
nati Reds. 

Despite  being  in  the  NL 
East,  the  Marlins  have  a fan- 
tastic one-two  punch  with  Josh 
Johnson  and  Mark  Buehrle. 

Hanley  Ramirez  moving 
to  third  base  will  end  up  being 
a great  move  along  with  Jose 
Reyes  by  his  side  at  short. 

The  Reds  sit  atop  in  the 
NL  Central  in  my  eyes  with  a 
lot  of  question  marks  across 


the  division  with  teams  still 
trying  to  find  themselves  like 
the  broken  Cardinals  with- 
out Tony  La  Russa  or  Albert 
Pujols,  Chicago  Cubs  and  Mil- 
waukee Brewers  losing  Prince 
Fielder. 

Cincinnati  has  the  most 
underrated  player  in  baseball, 
Joey  Votto  at  first  base,  and  the 
24-year-old  phenom  pitcher 
from  Cuba,  Aroldis  Chapman 
pitching  heat  up  to  100  mph. 

When  it  is  all  said  and 
done,  I believe  the  Detroit  Ti- 
gers will  put  it  all  together  this 
season  to  win  the  2012  World 
Series  against  the  Philadelphia 
Phillies. 

Justin  Verlander  leading 
the  way  means  automatic  wins 
every  four  to  five  days.  They 
have  a dangerous  lineup  that 
will  not  be  intimidated  by  any 
pitching  staff  in  the  MLB. 


Tyler’s  Take:  Tebow  joins  Sanchez  in  the  Big  Apple,  Final  Four  set 


photo  by  daily-times.com 


Mark  Sanchez  (left)  and  Tim  Tebow  (right)  are  now 
teammates  in  New  York. 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


So  many  things  have 
happened  in  the  last  week  that 
writing  about  just  one  would  be 
a disservice.  Thus,  let’s  break 
down  each  big  sports  story  that 
happened  last  week. 

Tim  Tebow  is  traded  to 
the  New  York  Jets. 

I like  this  move  on  a foot- 
ball level,  because  Tebow  can 
add  in  some  different  dimen- 
sions to  the  Jets  offense.  It  is 
important  to  remember  that  the 
Jets  new  offensive  coordinator 
is  Tony  Sparano  who  came  up 
with  the  wildcat  offense  while 
coaching  the  Miami  Dolphins. 

Though  I do  not  feel  that 
this  move  was  good  for  having 
confidence  in  Mark  Sanchez,  it 
will  unquestionably  be  fun  to 
watch. 

Sean  Payton  is  suspended 


for  the  season  for  Bounty  Gate. 

I thought  the  decision 
from  the  commissioner  to  sus- 
pend Saints  coach  Sean  Payton 
for  the  season  was  the  appropri- 
ate and  correct  decision. 

Yes,  I know  that  football 
is  a dangerous  sport  and  that 
this  kind  of  stuff  might  happen 
all  over  the  league,  but  he  had  to 
send  a message.  Just  as  he  sent  a 
message  to  the  Patriots  for  Spy- 
gate,  this  is  a message  to  the  rest 
of  the  league  that  he  is  not  con- 
doning this  sort  of  behavior. 

The  Final  Four  is  set. 

While  I know  my  fellow 
sports  writer  Joey  is  still  in  jubi- 
lation over  having  his  Buckeyes 
be  in  the  Final  Four,  this  Final 
Four  will  be  all  about  the  Blue 
Grass  State  and  the  matchup  of 
Louisville  and  Kentucky. 

Rick  Pinito  vs.  John  Cali- 
pari,  two  coaches  who  are  not 
the  best  of  friends,  face  off.  I 
am  leaning  towards  Kentucky 
here  mainly  because  of  the  pure 


dominance  of  Anthony  Davis. 
No  one  on  the  Cardinals  can 
match  up  with  him,  plain  and 
simple. 

The  only  way  the  Cardi- 
nals have  a chance  of  winning 
this  game  is  if  Peyton  Silvia 
can  outplay  Marcus  Teague, 
and  Kyle  Kuric  hits  about  five 
threes. 

On  the  other  side,  look 
for  Ohio  State  to  come  out  with 
the  victory  against  Kansas,  with 
Jared  Sullinger  having  a big 
game  while  stopping  Thomas 
Robinson. 

Two  key  players  to  watch 
out  for  in  this  matchup  are  Kan- 
sas’s Jeff  Whitney  who  is  play- 
ing fabulous  defense  for  the 
Jayhawks,  and  had  10  blocks 
against  NC  State. 

For  Ohio  State  senior 
William  Buford  is  the  player  to 
watch  who  has  not  been  shoot- 
ing the  ball  that  well  so  far  in 
the  tournament  but  he  is  due  for 
a good  performance. 


Wrestlemania  28  is  Sun- 
day. 

For  those  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  WWE,  their  big 
event  is  this  Sunday  in  Florida. 
The  main  event  of  the  evening 
is  West  Newbery,  Massachu- 
setts own  John  Cena  facing  off 
against  The  Rock. 

In  addition,  the  Under- 
taker and  his  19-0  wrestlemania 


streak  is  up  against  Triple  H in  a 
Hell  in  a Cell  match  with  Shaun 
Michaels  as  the  guest  referee. 

For  fans  of  the  WWE  back 
in  the  early  2000 ’s  or  late  90 ’s 
just  to  be  able  to  watch  these 
historic  superstars  is  enough 
reason  to  buy  the  Pay  Per  View. 
Alternatively,  you  can  save  your 
money  and  watch  the  matches 
the  next  day  online. 
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SERVICES  SERVICES  SERVICES 


OVER  $100 

excludes  U* 


OVER  $200 

excludes  tax 


OVER  $300 

excludes  tax 


Brakes,  Exhaust,  Suspension,  Wheel  Alignments, 
Belts,  Hoses,  Headlamps,  Bulbs  and  More! 
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WESTFIELD  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT  ID 


iexcludes  tax) 
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OIL  CHANGE 

$1099 

most 

■ 


• Oil  and  filter  change 

-up  to  5 quarts  of  conventional  oil 

' Rotate  and  inspect  4 tires 


Courtesy  check  including 
visual  brake  check 

-battery,  air  filter,  fluid,  belts  & hoses  —*•**"*  ‘ 
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LIFETIME  GUARANTEED 

BRAKE  PADS  OR  SHOES  INSTALLED 

OFF 

*25  OFF 

per  axle 

• Comprehensive  brake  system  evaluation 
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GREAT  SAVINGS 


STUDENT  SAVINGS 
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Trust  the  Midas  touch. 


WESTFIELD  302  E Main  St  413-568-8621 
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Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

If  you’re  in  a particularly 
generous  frame  of  mind  lately, 
just  try  not  to  get  too  carried 
away  and  end  up  blowing 
your  budget  right  now.  Your 
financial  situation  will  be 
starting  to  turn  the  comer 
soon. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

You  should  be  quite  charming 
lately,  and  romance  and 
relationships  will  really  be 
high  on  your  list  of  priorities 
right  now.  It’s  a great  time  to 
get  out  and  enjoy  the  world 
around  you. 

Gemini 

(May  22  - June  21) 

Try  to  ignore  any  minor 
distractions  and  annoyances 
today  and  concentrate  on 
what’s  truly  important.  If 
anyone  you  care  about  could 
use  a little  attention  right  now, 
don’t  be  afraid  to  give  your 
time  and  make  a few  sacrifices 
on  behalf  of  others 

Cancer 

(June  22- July  22) 

If  you  try  to  focus  more  on 
what’s  good  for  others  than  on 
what’s  good  for  you  , it  really 
won’t  seem  like  all  that  much 
of  a sacrifice. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

You’ll  be  tempted  to  not  put 
your  full  effort  into  things 
But  you  should  really  try  to 
apply  a little  more  focus  and 
self-discipline  if  that’s  what’s 
needed. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’re  bound  to  be 
daydreaming  about  taking  a 
vacation  or  visiting  some  place 
you’ve  never  been  before.  And 
don’t  be  surprised  if  you  find 
yourself  attracted  to  a foreigner 
or  someone  who  is  highly 
educated  or  more  experienced 
than  yourself. 


Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
Some  promising  new  financial 
opportunities  should  soon 
become  available  to  you, 
and  other  people  will  really 
be  willing  to  help  you  out 
right  now.  Just  be  careful  that 
you  don’t  end  up  spending 
a little  too  much  money  on 
something. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
People  will  find  you  very 
charming  and  you’re  bound  to 
be  quite  popular  at  the  moment. 
It’ll  be  very  easy  for  you  to 
share  your  love  and  affection 
with  someone  special  right 
now.  And  if  you’re  single,  a 
new  relationship  opportunity 
could  very  well  end  up 
crossing  your  path  by  the  end 
of  the  week. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

Today  is  an  excellent  time  to 
start  thinking  about  how  you 
can  make  a little  more  money 
for  yourself  in  some  way. 
You’ll  really  be  in  the  mood  to 
enjoy  yourself  later  on. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
Your  energy  level  will  be 
very  high  at  the  moment.  And 
if  you  have  to  make  a good 
impression,  you  should  be  able 
to  charm  almost  anyone. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
Even  if  you  don’t  have  the 
chance  to  take  it  easy  and  enjoy 
yourself  during  the  day,  it’s  a 
great  time  for  you  to  enjoy  a 
nice  relaxing  evening  at  home 
if  you  possibly  can. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

Your  social  life  will  really  be 
on  the  upswing  right  now,  and 
you  should  be  in  an  extremely 
talkative  mood  lately. 

courtesy  ofcaliformapsychics.com 
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ALSTROEME- 

RIA 

AMARYLLIS 

ANTHURIUM 

ASTER 

BABY’S - 

BREATH 

BELLFLOWER 

BIRD  OF - 

PARADISE 

BOUVARDIA 

CALLA 

CARNATION 

CHRYSAN- 


THEMUM 

CLEMATIS 

CORNFLOW- 

ER 

DAFFODIL 

DAISY 

DELPHINIUM 

FORGET-ME- 

NOT 

FOXGLOVE 

FREESIA 

FUCHSIA 

GERANIUM 

GERBERA 


GINGER 

GLADIOLUS 

GOLDEN  ROD 

HEATHER 

HOLLYHOCKS 

HYACINTH 

HYDRANGEA 

IRIS 

LAVENDER 

LILAC 

LILY 

LISIANTHUS 

MARIGOLD 

ORCHID 


PANSY 

PEONY 

PETUNIA 

ROSE 

SNAPDRAGON 

STATICE 

STOCK 

SUNFLOWER 

TULIP 

VIOLET 

YARROW 

Good  luck! 


ici  Doily  Sudot-u  Lid  3012.  All  Ighfe  'ie5e<\<ed. 
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For  a list  of  participating  employers  visit 

cccwmiobs.com  : 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 8:00  pan. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
7:00  ajn.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  am.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 

The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Monday  & Thursday 
9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 
Tuesday  & Wednesday 
9:00  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 
Friday 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 
Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 
Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  pm. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sufiday 

5:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


College  Career  Centers  of 
Western  Massachusetts  ^ 


Wednesday,  April  4, 2012 
12:00  p.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Springfield  Technical  Community  College 
One  Armory  Square 
Springfield,  MA0I102 
Scibelli  Hall,  Building  2 Gymnasium 


Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s! 

Beach  Scene  Forty 

Wearymargwimsfiit 


Drink  Specials: 

Shamrock  Shake  Shot  $4.00 
Guinness  Draft  $4.25 
Irish  Car  Bomb  $6.25 


12  wings  and  a pitcher  of  beer  for  $8.95 
1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 

And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 

Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


Mesitfielb  ^oice 


The  Student  Press  of  Westfield  State  University 


Volume  III 


Friday,  April  6,  2012 


Issue  XX 


Alleged  rape 
at  WSU  under 
investigation 

Samantha  Fahey 
& Roh  Donoghue 

Co-Editors-ln-Chief 


Westfield  State  University’s 
Department  of  Public  Safety  is  cur- 
rently investigating  an  alleged  rape 
that  took  place  at  the  university  on 
Saturday,  March  24  at  approximate- 
ly 2:00  a.m. 

While  it  was  originally  stat- 
ed in  the  WSU  Police  Lx)g  that 
the  incident  occurred  in  Dickinson 
Hall,  Public  Safety  has  corrected 
that  information  and  stated  that  the 
alleged  rape  happened  in  Davis 
Hall. 

Because  Public  Safety  is  cur- 
rently conducting  an  ongoing  inves- 
tigation concerning  this  incident, 
they  cannot  release  any  further  in- 
formation to  The  Westfield  Voice  at 
this  time. 

The  Westfield  Voice  will  con- 
tinue to  follow  Public  Safety’s  in- 
vestigation and  inform  readers  when 
new  information  becomes  avail- 
able. The  updated  Police  Log  can 
be  found  at  www.westfield.ma.eduy 
offices-services/public-safety. 


Despite  recent  snow  storms  and  the  ongoing  construction, 
spring  has  found  it’s  way  to  campus.  Even  with  an  active 
construction  zone  between  Lammers  and  Ely  Halls,  signs 
of  the  season  are  in  full  bloom  at  Westfield  State.  Do  you 
have  spring  pictures  that  you  would  like  to  be  featured  in  The 
Westfield  Voice!  Send  them  to  thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
and  you  just  may  see  them  in  upcoming  editions! 


photo  by  Alex  McConnon 


WSKB/MASSPIRG 
benefit  show 
a success 

Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


On  Saturday  night,  March 
31,  WSKB  and  MASSPIRG  threw 
a benefit  concert  at  Westfield  State 
University. 

The  show  took  place  in  the 
Ely  Campus  Center  and  was  a huge 
hit.  Although  neither  group  asked 
for  donations,  the  show  benefited 
both  groups  greatly. 

WSKB  is  the  university’s 
radio  station  and  MASSPIRG  is  a 
group  that  seeks  to  better  not  just 
the  community,  but  the  entire  state 
of  Massachusetts. 

The  show  went  from  8 p.m.  to 
midnight  and  was  a rousing  success. 
The  concert  featured  local  bands  and 
musicians,  some  of  which  included 
Westfield  State  students. 

WSKB  and  MASSPIRG  each 
had  tables  set  up  at  the  event.  The 
WSKB  table  had  free  pizza,  records 
and  CDs,  while  the  MASSPIRG 
table  had  a petition  to  sign  and  a 
poster  detailing  the  com  industry. 

■ continued  on  page  1 1 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Bookstore  - 5657 
Public  Safety  - 5262 
IT  - 5528 
Library  - 5231 


Campus  ■ Pages  2-6 

Student  Protest 

OpEd  - Pages  7-9 

Black  History  Month 


A&E  - Pages  10  & 11 

Reflections 

Sports  - Pages  12  & 13 

WSU  Baseball 


Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00p 
Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 
Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 


Campus 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Westfield  State  University  Campus  Police  Log 

March  25, 2012  to  March  31, 2012  ”” 


DATE 

TIME 

INCIDENT 

LOCATION 

03/25/12 

0120 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

DAVIS  HALL 

03/25/12 

0405 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL. (ALCOHOL)  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

LAMMERS  HALL 

03/25/12 

1944 

LARCENY-THEFT  - ITEMS  TAKEN  - UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

DINING  COMMONS 

03/29/12 

1348 

DOMESTIC  DISTURBANCE  - UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

SCANLON  HALL 

03/29/12 

1554 

ARREST  - TRESPASS  - A&B/  DOMESTIC  - B&E  DAYTIME  FOR  A FELONY 

LARCENY  FROM  A BUILDING  - DISORDERLY  CONDUCT 

VIOLATION  OF  A RESTRAINING  ORDER 

SCANLON  HALL 

03/29/12 

1820 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

SCANLON  HALL 

03/30/12 

0038 

MALICIOUS  DEST.(VANDALISM)  - PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

LAMMERS  HALL 

03/30/12 

0213 

MALICIOUS  DEST.(VANDALISM)  - DAMAGE  TO  MAILBOX  OFF  CAMPUS 

REFERRED  TO  CITY  OF  WESTFIELD  POLICE  DEPT. 

WELCH  HALL 

03/30/12 

1637 

MALICIOUS  DEST.(VANDALISM)  - DAMAGE  TO  TIRES  ON  CAR 

COMMUTER  LOT 

03/30/12 

1648 

HARASSMENT  - NO  CONTACT  ORDERS  ISSUED  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

DICKINSON  HALL 

03/3012 

2206 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.  (DRUGS)  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

SOUTH  LOT 

03/30/12 

2213 

MALICIOUS  DEST.(VANDALISM)  - DAMAGE  TO  APT.  DOOR 

WELCH  HALL 

03/31/12 

0154 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

LANSDOWNE  PLACE 

03/31/12 

0156 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL. (ALCOHOL)  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

DAVIS  HALL 

03/31/12 

0406 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  - PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

COURTNEY  HALL 

03/31/12 

1819 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

LANSDOWNE  PLACE 

03/31/12 

1938 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS)  - JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

WILSON  HALL 

03/31/12 

2043 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL)  - JUDIQAL  REFERRAL 

SCANLON  HALL 
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The  Westfield  Voice Campus 

WSU  officials  deny  student  claims  of  racial  profiling  by  Public  Safety 


photo  by  Simbrit  Paskins 


Students  gathered  in  front  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Safety  to  protest  what  they  considered  to  be  a discrimi- 
natory investigation  following  an  assault  in  New  Hall. 


Simbrit  Paskins 
& Rob  Donoghue 

Voice  Staff 


On  Tuesday,  March  27 
at  2:15  p.m.  students  of  the 
Westfield  State  University  com- 
munity gathered  in  front  of  the 
Public  Safety  building  to  pro- 
test what  they  were  calling  the 
harassment  of  black  students 
on  the  university’s  campus  in 
regards  to  an  inv  tigation  by 
Westfield’s  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Safety. 

The  investigation  being 
protested  revolved  around  an 
on-campus  assault  that  left  two 
Westfield  students  hospitalized. 

On  March  4 at  approxi- 
mately 1:15  a.m.  WSU  Public 
Safety  responded  to  a report  of 
an  incident  on  the  third  floor  of 
New  Hall.  Upon  their  arrival, 
it  was  determined  that  five  un- 
known females  had  assaulted 
two  WSU  female  students. 

The  two  students  who  had 
been  attacked  received  injuries 
that  required  medical  attention 
at  a local  hospital.  The  students 
were  treated  and  released  at 
5:00  a.m. 

Westfield  State  University 
has  a zero  tolerance  policy  as  it 
regards  assault  in  any  form. 

The  Department  of  Public 
Safety  immediately  launched  an 
investigation  engaging  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Police.  Sus- 
pects have  been  identified  and 
criminal  complaints  have  been 
filed  in  the  Westfield  District 
Court.  Charges  included  assault 
and  battery,  disorderly  conduct 
and  intimidation  of  a witness. 

Public  Safety  had  been 
questioning  students  during 
their  investigation  across  cam- 
pus, but  according  to  Westfield 
students  who  took  part  in  the 
protest,  the  interrogations  main- 
ly targeted  black  students. 

“They’re  trying  to  herd  us 
in  like  a bunch  of  sheep,”  said 
Westfield  Junior  Jimmy  Pereira. 
“I  think  it’s  completely  unfair.” 

Westfield  sophomore 


Yenny  Hernandez  said,  “I  just 
feel  like  since  I’m  a minority,  1 
feel  like  it’s  an  assault  on  me.” 

When  questions  arose 
regarding  the  allegations  of 
discrimination  by  campus  au- 
thority during  the  course  of  the 
investigation,  Westfield  State 
President  Dobelle,  who  was  on 
vacation,  immediately  respond- 
ed on  March  25  at  12:54  a.m. 
with  the  following  statement: 

“I  learned  of  this  only  a 
few  hours  ago  and  am  troubled 
by  it.  Rumors  are  circulating 
that  because  of  your  race  and 
gender  you  immediately  be- 
come a suspect  when  we  have 
no  real  knowledge  of  whether 
any  of  the  perpetrators  were  our 
students.  I don’t  like  this  regard- 
less of  what  legal  counsel  or  the 
State  Police  say.” 

Students  who  have  gone 
in  for  questioning  said  they 
have  been  met  not  only  by 
WSU  Public  Safety  officers,  but 
by  Massachusetts  State  Police 
troopers  as  well. 

According  to  Pereira, 
this  harassment  has  effects  that 
reach  far  beyond  the  discrimi- 
nation of  black  students  on 
campus.  “There  are  a lot  of  kids 
that  have  never  been  in  trouble 
and  now  they’re  paranoid,”  he 
said. 

Students  interviewed  said 
that  officers  had  been  calling 
students  repetitively,  going  to 
their  rooms  and  leaving  voice- 
mail  messages  for  students  to 
come  in  and  make  a statement 
about  the  night  in  question. 

Refuting  allegations  of 
discrimination  on  campus, 
Molly  Watson,  official  spokes- 
person for  the  university,  said, 
“Westfield  State  will  not  toler- 
ate any  student  being  profiled 
by  race  or  gender.  Period.  West- 
field  State  was  founded  as  the 
first  public  co-educational  col- 
lege in  America  to  offer  an  edu- 
cation without  barrier  to  race, 
gender  or  economic  status  - this 
is  a goal  we  all  work  to  uphold 
each  day.” 

During  the  protest  in  front 
of  Public  Safety,  Hernandez 


held  a sign  that  read  ‘I’m  brown 
and  proud  do  you  wanna  ques- 
tion me?’ 

The  students  protesting 
were  very  passionate  about 
their  cause,  and  very  offended 
by  Public  Safety’s  approach  to 
finding  answers  during  the  in- 
vestigation. 

“What  if  it  was  black  girls 
that  got  beat  up  and  said  that  it 
was  some  white  girls,”  said 
WSU  freshman  Anice  Brandao. 
“Would  they  question  all  the 
white  girls?” 

The  terms  “racial  profil- 
ing” and  “manhunt”  have  been 
used  by  frustrated  students  on 
campus  in  regards  to  the  inves- 
tigation. 

In  response  to  student  al- 
legations, Carlton  Pickron,  In- 
terim Vice  President  of  Student 
Affairs,  said,  “Westfield  State 
University  will  not  and  has  not 
engaged  in  racial  profiling  of 
students  or  anyone  on  campus.” 

The  official  website  of  the 
Massachusetts  Executive  Office 
of  Public  Safety  and  Security 
provides  clear  facts  and  infor- 
mation regarding  racial  profiling 
in  Massachusetts,  “with  the  un- 
derstanding that  Massachusetts 
police  officers  are  controlled  by 
the  following  definition...  The 
Massachusetts  Legislature  has 
defined  racial  and  gender  profil- 
ing as  ‘the  practice  of  detaining 
a suspect  based  on  a broad  set 
of  criteria  which  casts  suspi- 
cion on  an  entire  class  of  people 
without  any  individualized  sus- 
picion of  the  particular  person 
being  stopped.’” 

Cassandra  Clark,  an  Eth- 
nic and  Gender  Studies  and 
Communication  double  major  at 
WSU,  held  a sign  that  said  ‘Stop 
the  Westfield  Witch-hunt.’ 

“What  I believe  it  to  mean 
is  to  stop  the  harassment  of  all 
the  people  of  color  at  Westfield 
State,  both  men  and  women, 
over  an  isolated  incident  that 
none  of  them  partook  in,”  Clark 
said. 

But  according  to  official 
university  records,  50  fifty  stu- 
dents in  total  were  interviewed 


during  the  investigation:  27 
males  and  23  females;  31  Cau- 
casians, 15  African-American’s, 
three  Latino  and  one  Asian- 
American. 

Waston  said  the  inves- 
tigation by  Public  Safety  was 
conducted  with  fairness  and 
common  sense,  with  the  main 
goal  being  to  protect  all  WSU 
students. 

“This  was  an  isolated 
incident  - not  typical  of  daily 
life,”  Watson  said.  “Westfield 
State  and  Public  Safety  work 
very  hard  and  closely  to  make 
sure  our  campus  is  a welcoming 
environment. 

“Our  policies  on  student 
conduct  are  clear  and  are  in 
place  to  ensure  that  our  entire 
community  feels  safe  and  sup- 
ported. However,  if  they  are 
violated,  the  university  will  take 
all  appropriate  disciplinary  and 
legal  action.” 

Tuesday’s  protest  was  the 
second  of  two  student-hosted 
protests  concerning  the  same 
issue. 


According  to  Brandao, 
passersby’s  were  curious  as  to 
what  the  issue  was  that  the  stu- 
dents were  protesting. 

“Some  people  had  no 
idea,  some  people  did,  some 
people  thought  it  was  actually 
a really  good  idea  that  we  came 
out  here  and  some  people  want- 
ed to  join,”  he  said. 

The  first  demonstration 
was  held  last  Thursday,  March 
22,  also  in  front  of  Public  Safe- 
ty- 

Watson  said  that  free 
speech  and  non-violent  protest 
is  part  of  the  DNA  of  the  uni- 
versity. “It  is  a value  we  must 
protect  with  vigilance,”  she 
said. 

“The  university  requests 
only  that  anyone  who  demon- 
strates does  so  in  a peaceful  and 
lawful  fashion.” 

“All  of  us  at  Westfield 
State  extend  our  deepest  sym- 
pathies to  the  victims,”  Watson 
said.  “Our  focus  and  resources 
will  continue  to  be  available  to 
them  as  they  require  it.” 


Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  something 
that  you  read  in  The  Westfield  Voicel 

Send  a Letter  to  the  Editor  to 
thevoice  @ westfieldma  .edu 
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Westfield  Voice  developing  website 


Joshua  Clark 
Online  Editor 


The  Westfield  Voice, 
the  independent  student-run 
newspaper  at  Westfield  State 
University,  has  been  laying  the 
framework  for  a new  online 
presence. 

Already  on  Twitter  (@ 
westfieldvoice)  and  Facebook 
(The  Westfield  Voice),  The 
Westfield  Voice  website  has 
been  in  the  planning  stages 
since  September. 


It  will  feature  all  of  the 
sections  of  the  newspaper  that 
students  have  come  to  enjoy. 
Campus  News,  Op-Ed,  A&E, 
and  Sports  will  be  featured  in 
their  own  sections. 

Features  such  as  the  Stu- 
dent Spotlight,  the  police  log. 
Just  for  the  Health  of  It  and  Re- 
flections will  be  on  the  website 
as  well. 

In  addition  to  content  that 
already  runs  in  the  print  edition 
of  The  Westfield  Voice,  there 
will  also  be  a better  multime- 
dia presence,  including  special 
photo  and  video  projects. 


prospective  students  and  their 
parents. 

“The  staff  works  really 
hard  and  this  is  another  way  for 
the  students  to  have  their  work 
published,”  she  said. 

An  anonymous  WSU 
freshman  said  that  while  she 
doesn’t  currently  read  the  print 
edition  of  the  newspaper,  she 
would  be  more  likely  to  read  the 
online  edition. 

Sophomore  Kerri  Kin- 
sella  agreed.  “Technology  is 
changing  and  since  Westfield  is 
constantly  changing,  the  news- 
paper has  to  as  weU.” 


photo  created  by  Rob  Donoghue 
Pictured  above  is  the  banner  as  it  will  appear  on  the  Westfield  Voice’s  online  version 
of  the  newspaper. 


It  will  be  a part  of  the 
College  Media  Network,  which 
includes  other  colleges  and  uni- 
versities like  the  University  of 
Delaware,  Georgetown  Univer- 
sity and  Boston  College. 

Once  the  Student  Govern- 
ment Association  reviewed  the 
contract  and  it  was  approved  by 
administration,  the  website  de- 
sign process  began. 

Westfield  Voice  Editor- 
In-Chief  Samantha  Fahey,  Man- 
aging Editor  Rob  Donoghue, 
News  Editor  Kylie  Coffey, 
Advisors  Glen  Brewster  and 
George  Layng,  and  the  newly- 
minted  Online  Editor  Joshua 
Clark  have  all  had  a hand  in 
preparing  the  design  of  the  web- 
site. 


The  staff  will  also  be  able 
to  provide  daily  news  updates  in 
a more  timely  fashion  than  the 
print  edition. 

This  website  is  something 
that  junior  Rob  Donoghue, 
Managing  Editor,  has  wanted 
since  he  was  a freshman.  “I’m 
really  excited  that  after  all  of  the 
work  and  planning  we’ve  put 
into  this  project.  The  Westfield 
Voice  website  is  finally  about  to 
become  a reality. 

“With  more  people  turn- 
ing online  to  get  their  news,  this 
is  really  important  for  Westfield 
State  and  for  the  newspaper.” 

Also  a junior,  Samantha 
Fahey,  Editor-In-Chief,  feels 
that  this  website  will  put  West- 
field  State  in  a positive  light  for 


Kinsella  said  that  she  also 
doesn’t  read  the  print  edition 
but  would  be  more  likely  to  log 
on  and  check  it  out. 

“I  can  log  onto  MyWest- 
field,  check  my  email  and  then 
check  the  website  to  see  what’s 
going  on,”  she  added. 

The  website  is  also  com- 
ing at  a good  time  for  the  news- 
paper. The  Westfield  News  and 
The  Westfield  Voice  are  going 
to  be  entering  into  a content 
sharing  partnership  that  will  al- 
low Voice  articles  to  be  featured 
in  The  Westfield  News. 

That  newspaper  currently 
serves  Westfield,  Southwick  and 
the  surrounding  Hilltowns.  The 
Westfield  News,  too,  is  starting 
to  launch  a website. 


The  Westfield  Voice  website, 
which  will  be  www.westfieldvoice .com, 
should  be  up  and  running 

by  the  end  of  the  month. 


The  Westfield  Voice 

Editor’s 
Desk 


/ know  it’s  Easter  time  again, 

I feel  it  in  the  air. 

The  breath  of  spring  with  woodsy  tang, 

And  new  life  everywhere. 

And  spring  glides  on  with  magic  touch 
O’er  mountain  side  and  glen; 

And  wakens  all  the  sleeping  plants 
For  Easter  time  again. 

- Edna  Reid 

Easter  is  one  of  my  favorite  holidays.  I am  a huge 
family  person  and,  other  than  Christmas,  this  is 
one  of  the  only  times  when  we  all  get  together  and 
just  enjoy  the  day  with  one  another. 

I hope  you  all  have  an  enjoyable  Easter  as  well. 
And  be  happy  - the  semester  is  almost  over! 

Samantha  Fahey 

Editor-In-Chief 

sfahey 5744 @ westfield  .ma  .edu 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the 
university  as  a whole. 

If  you  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a ^‘letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mstfield.  ma.  edu. 
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The  Westfield  Voice Campus 

Westfield  State  longboarders 


Austin  Hall 

Voice  Reporter 


Breahn  Tolbert,  a sopho- 
more and  Criminal  Justice  ma- 
jor here  at  Westfield  State,  has  a 
style  all  his  own. 

His  black  hair  is  cropped 
short  to  the  point  of  almost  bald- 
ness, and  his  skin  is  a brown, 
creamy  color,  looking  much  like 
coffee  with  some  milk  in  it. 

Talking  to  him,  he’s  al- 
ways got  a smirk  and  an  easygo- 
ing voice,  elongating  “Wordd,” 
when  he  agrees  with  something 
you’ve  said. 

Today,  it’s  cool,  the  sun 
shining  over  the  trees,  just  a 
cresting  orange  as  it  fades  into 
blackness. 

Breahn  comes  in  with  a 
WSU  sweatshirt,  black  with 
blue  lettering  and  a white  bor- 
der. Inside  the  apartment  where 
the  initial  meeting  takes  place, 
his  earrings  glint  in  the  fluores- 
cent lights. 

Walking  up  to  the  other 
people  involved  in  the  event, 
he  exclaims,  “Danny’s  playing 


starship  games  and  Austin’s 
writing  love  letters,”  his  voice 
giving  off  a singsong  impres- 
sion. Kathleen  Grady,  the  last 
person  to  join  the  event,  isn’t 
here  yet,  and  she’s  the  person 
that  everyone  waits  for  in  order 
to  go  longboarding. 

To  most  people,  there  is 
no  difference  between  long- 
boarding  and  skateboarding. 
Both  vehicles  are  wooden 
boards  with  black  grip  tape  on 
top  and  four  rubber  wheels  on 
the  bottom.  Both  longboards 
and  skateboards  make  the  same 
sound  when  rolling  on  pave- 
ment, a loud  whirring  noise  that 
is  continuous  and  reminiscent 
of  white  noise  tapes. 

Yet,  that  is  just  about 
where  the  similarities  end. 

Just  as  the  name  entails, 
longboards  are  longer  than 
skateboards.  While  skateboards 
are  usually  around  35  inches, 
longboards  are  much  longer,  av- 
eraging around  38  to  42  inches. 

While  longboards  taper 
off  on  both  ends  in  different 
types  of  shapes,  skateboards  al- 
ways have  a shorter  board  that 


curves  upwards  on  the  ends. 
Also  unlike  skateboards,  long- 
boards come  in  many  differ- 
ent shapes  and  sizes.  Some  are 
quite  long,  some  much  closer  to 
the  size  of  a skateboard. 

Longboards  are  much 
pricier  as  well:  skateboards 
will  rarely  cost  more  than  $200, 
but  longboards  usually  start  at 
$200. 

The  only  big  difference 
in  terms  of  people  is  that  long- 
boarders  travel  in  packs,  while 
skateboarders  commandeer  a 
certain  area  and  stay  there. 

As  it  turns  out,  each  board 
is  as  unique  as  the  one  riding  it, 
a motley  crew  of  people  from 
all  backgrounds,  shapes  and 
sizes,  becoming  quite  the  un- 
derground movement  at  West- 
field  State. 

Breahn ’s  board  stands 
out  just  as  much  as  his  voice, 
with  bright  orange  wheels  and 
a plethora  of  designs,  painting 
some  sort  of  melting  pot  for  the 
grip-tape  side  of  his  board. 

There’s  block  lettering 
stating:  “Breezy”  in  light  blue 
and  white,  there’s  Vans  and 


English  department  to  offer  modernism  course 


Melissa  Wlostoski 
Voice  Reporter 


Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity offers  a variety  of  unique 
courses  and  other  programs  for 
students  to  take. 

An  interesting  new  un- 
dergraduate course  will  be  of- 
fered in  the  English  department 
during  the  Fall  2012  semester 
called  Modernism:  A,  Global 
Perspective. 

Professor  Lou  Caton  will 
teach  the  special  topics  course, 
listed  as  ENGL0397,  on  Tues- 
day and  Thursday  afternoons. 

Caton  has  been  a faculty 
member  of  Westfield’s  Eng- 
lish department  since  2001 
and  his  teaching  focus  has 


been  on  world  and  American 
literature. 

The  new  course  Caton 
is  teaching  will  focus  on  the 
works  of  Karl  Marx,  T.S.  El- 
iot, Pablo  Picasso,  Sigmund 
Freud,  Friedrich  Nietzsche  and 
Samuel  Beckett,  along  with 
other  writers  and  artists  con- 
nected with  the  modernist 
movement. 

Modernist  principles  in- 
cluding boundary-challenge 
will  be  discussed  during  the 
course  while  students  examine 
modernist  thought,  literature 
and  art. 

This  course  will  cover  60 
to  70  years  of  literary  history. 
Caton  is  hoping  to  get  20  to  25 
students  to  take  the  course. 

“The  people  that  will  en- 
joy it  are  those  who  like  history 


and  big  ideas,”  Caton  said. 

With  those  two  thoughts 
in  mind,  Caton  said  that  he 
thinks  the  course  will  be  very 
popular  with  students  at  the 
university. 

“Modernism  is  an  impor- 
tant era  or  period  in  literature 
history,”  said  Caton. 

As  to  why  he  thought  it 
was  important  for  WSU  to  of- 
fer the  course,  he  said,  “we  need 
it,  we  didn’t  have  one  before 
this.” 

The  course  certainly  fills 
an  interesting  and  unique  place 
at  the  college  where  a diverse 
array  of  literature  and  art  will 
be  studied. 

Only  time  will  tell  how 
students  respond  to  the  course 
and  what  the  future  of  modern- 
ism will  be  at  Westfield  State. 


Westfield  Owl  logos,  and  there’s 
a black  hand  in  a fist  which 
looks  a lot  like  a “Black  Power” 
symbol,  and  probably  is. 

What  started  a year  and 
a half  ago  for  Breahn,  since  all 
of  his  friends  were  into  it,  has 
turned  into  quite  the  hobby. 

When  sophomore  and 
Elementary  Education  major 
Kathleen  finally  arrives  at  the 
apartment,  Breahn  jumps  onto 
his  longboard  and  yells,  “Let’s 
go!”  and  heads  off. 

They  then  proceed  to  mill 
around  Ely,  skating  in  circles  as 
they  wait  for  Kathleen.  She’s 
decided  to  skip  her  night  class, 
but  first,  she  has  to  drop  some- 
thing off. 

Finally,  when  everyone’s 
ready  to  ride,  Breahn  says, 
“We’re  gonna  ride  down  the  hill 
behind  Stanley.  Anyone  been 
there?” 

Danny,  a junior  and  Art 
major  with  a concentration  in 
Graphic  Design,  and  Kathleen 
say  no,  and  off  they  go. 

As  they  ride  towards 
Stanley  Park,  Breahn  constantly 
yells  for  them  to  “Keep  up!”  and 
as  they  get  closer  and  closer  to 
the  park,  the  cracks  and  dilapi- 
dated sidewalks  make  it  harder 
and  harder  to  keep  the  boards  at 


a steady  pace. 

In  fact,  one  of  the  bumps 
on  the  sidewalk  that  comes  up 
after  a parking  lot  makes  one 
of  them  trip  and  jump  off  the 
board. 

Kathleen  has  been  rid- 
ing for  a year,  and  she  decided 
to  longboard  for  the  same  rea- 
son Breahn  did:  friends.  It  also 
doesn’t  hurt  that  longboarding 
makes  it  easier  to  get  around 
campus. 

Since  she’s  one  of  the  few 
girls  who  ride  around  Westfield, 
she  gets  special  treatment:  “I 
feel  like  I get  looked  at  differ- 
ently. A lot  of  people  comment 
on  my  board  because  I’m  a girl 
and  a lot  of  people  ask  questions 
because  I’m  a girl.” 

By  this  point,  Stanley 
Park  is  closed,  the  black  metal 
gate  making  it  impossible  to 
ride  through.  Breahn  simply 
grabs  his  board  and  steps  over 
it,  and  the  rest  do  the  same. 

Here,  the  road  is  smooth, 
with  the  only  bumps  created  to 
slow  down  cars  and  trucks. 

As  they  ride  on,  lights  be- 
come few  and  far  between.  You 
can’t  really  see  anyone  unless 
they  are  right  next  to  you,  and 

■ continued  on  page  1 1 


GET  SMOKE  & TOBACCO  FREE: 
April  18-6  p.m.  in  Ely  210  or 
April  26  - 6 p.m.  in  New  Hall  14 IB 
Must  pay  $30  in  advance-^® 
Campus  Center  Service  Window 
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Campus  The  Westfield  Voice 

This  year  Spring  Weekend  will  take  place  on  campus  Friday  - Saturday,  April  20-21. 


Day/Date 

Event  Schedule 

Location 

Friday,  April  20 

4:30  pm  - 8:00  pm 

Themed  Dinner 

Dining  Commons 

10:00  pm  - 11:15  pm 

Anton  Shuford  Comedian 

Ely  Main  Lounge 

11:15  pm  - 12:00  am 

Brown  Bag  Bingo 

Ely  Main  Lounge 

12:00  am-  1:00  am 

Midnight  Breakfast 

Ely  Main  Lounge 

Saturday,  April  21 

10:30  am  - 2:30  pm 

Brunch 

Dining  Commons 

1:00  pm  - 5:00  pm 

CAB  DJ  for  afternoon  program 

Campus  Green  ** 

1:00  pm  - 5:00  pm 

Novelties 

Campus  Green  ** 

6:00  pm 

Doors  open  for  Spring  Weekend  Concert 

Woodward  Center 

6:30  pm 

Spring  Weekend  Concert  with: 

Moufy,  Lil  Twist,  YG  and  TYGA 

Woodward  Center 

4:00  pm  - 8:00  pm 

BBQ  Dirmer 

Campus  Green* 

9:30  pm  - 12:00  am 

WSKB  Dance  Party 

Ely  Main  Lounge 

Rain  sites:  * = Dining  Commons, 

**  = Ely  Main  Lounge 

Westfield  State  University  Policy  shall  be  enforced 
during  Spring  Weekend  same  as  any  other  day  on 
campus.  Persons  exhibiting  disorderliness,  intoxica- 
tion, or  any  conduct  in  violation  of  University  Policy 
may  be  immediately  removed  from  any  event  and 
are  subject  to  immediate  removal  from  campus,  pro- 
tective custody,  arrest  and  other  appropriate  Univer- 
sity and  legal  action.  All  student  conduct  proscrip- 
tions, limitations  and  guidelines,  shall  be  strictly 
enforced  as  articulated  in  the  current  Westfield  State 
University  Student  Handbook.  In  addition  to  Uni- 
versity Policy  enforcement,  the  following  special 
regulations  apply  from  Friday,  April  20  at  12:00 
p.m.  through  Sunday,  April  22  at  12:00  p.m.  unless 
otherwise  specified. 


Event  Attendance 

Spring  Weekend  events  are  solely  intended  for  mem- 
bers of  the  University  community  and  their  invited 
guests;  therefore.  Spring  Weekend  events  are  not 
open  to  the  public.  Furthermore,  while  there  is  no 
charge  for  admission  to  events  with  the  exception  of 
meals  and  the  concert  on  Saturday,  April  21  at  the 
Woodward  Center,  attendance  at  all  indoor  and  out- 
door venues  will  be  monitored  and  controlled  to  en- 
sure safety  and  order. 

Guests 

Students  are  welcome  to  bring  one  non-WSU  guest 
who  is  registered  in  advance.  Guest  registration  takes 
place  from  Tuesday,  April  3 - Wednesday,  April  18 
at  the  Ely  Campus  Center  Service  Window  during 
posted  business  hours.  Student  hosts  must  register 
their  guest  in  advance  in  order  to  receive  an  autho- 
rized Spring  Weekend  guest  wristband.  A limited 
number  of  guest  packets  will  be  available  for  each 
residence  hall  and  sold  at  the  Campus  Center  Service 
Window  on  a first  come,  first  served  basis. 

Legal  Beverages 

Alcoholic  beverage  containers  including  but  not 
limited  to  individual  containers,  kegs  and  coolers 
are  prohibited  in  public  areas  of  the  campus  includ- 
ing all  buildings,  grounds,  parking  lots,  walkways, 
courtyards,  and  roadways. 

Alcoholic  beverages  shall  not  be  transported  to  or 
from  any  program  area  on  campus. 

Open  containers,  bags  and  carrying  items  are  subject 
to  inspection  upon  entrance  to  all  events  and/or  resi- 
dence halls. 

Meals 

Friday,  April  20 

Dinner  - Full  Salad  Bar,  Grill  Area:  Bacon  Cheese- 
burgers, Chicken  Patties,  French  Fries,  Deli:  Pop- 
corn Chicken  Wrap,  Pizza:  Buffalo  Pizza,  French 
Bread  Cheese  Pizza,  Specialty:  Mac  and  Cheese  Bar 


including  Chile,  Steamed  Broccoli,  Diced  Tomato, 
Lettuce,  Bacon,  Island:  Antipasto  Salads,  McRib 
Sandwiches,  Entree:  Homemade  Turkey  Pot  Pie, 
Garlic  Mashed  Potatoes,  Pineapple-Cranberry  Car- 
rots, Desserts:  Apple  Crisp,  Dirt  Cups,  Sundae  Bar 
including  Hot  Fudge,  Carmel,  Cherries,  Sprinkles, 
Nuts,  Whipped  Topping,  Tie  Dye  Cupcakes 
Midnight  Breakfast  - Pancakes  with  Syrup,  Top- 
pings and  Juice 

Saturday,  April  21 

Brunch  - Regular  brunch  service  in  the  Dining  Com- 
mons 

BBQ  Dinner  - Hamburgers,  Boneless  Barbecue 
Chicken,  Veggie  Burgers,  Pasta  Salad,  Tossed  Salad, 
Sliced  Watermelon,  Oranges  and  Bananas,  Brown- 
ies, Cookies  and  Beverages 

No  Guest  Swipes  will  be  allowed  for  students  or  for  a 
registered  Spring  Weekend  guest  from  dinner  on  Fri- 
day, April  20  through  dinner  on  Saturday,  April  21. 

Meal  Tickets 

Complimentary  meal  tickets  are  required  for  the  Bar- 
becue Dinner  on  Saturday,  April  21  and  are  available 
at  the  Dining  Commons,  Monday,  April  16  through 
Friday,  April  20  for  all  persons  on  a WSU  Meal  Plan. 
Persons  not  on  a Meal  Plan  may  purchase  Spring 
Weekend  meal  tickets  at  the  Campus  Center  Ser- 
vice Window  (Ely  main  level)  from  Monday,  April 
16  through  Friday,  April  20  during  posted  business 
hours. 

Motor  Vehicles 

The  following  special  regulations  are  in  effect  rela- 
tive to  motor  vehicles: 

Guest  vehicles  may  occupy  faculty/staff  or  visitor 
parking  spaces,  however,  student  vehicle  use  of  fac- 
ulty/staff or  visitor  parking  space  is  prohibited  at  all 
times. 

Overnight  occupancy  in  motor  vehicles  is  prohibited 


on  campus. 

Residence  Halls 

These  policies  are  in  effect  from  12  pm.  on  Friday, 
April  20  to  12  pm.  on  Sunday,  April  22: 

Only  current  WSU  students  and  registered  Spring 
Weekend  guests  may  visit  residence  halls  on  campus 
during  this  time  period. 

Residents  are  expected  to  present  their  vahdated 
WSU  ID  when  entering  a residence  hall. 

Guests  of  residents  on  campus  April  20-22  must  be 
at  least  18  years  of  age  and  must  be  signed-in  by  a 
resident  of  the  residence  hall  to  enter  that  hall. 
Guests  are  required  to  present  a valid  U.S.  state- 
issued  photo  identification  (or  valid  motor  vehicle 
operator’s  license)  and  an  authorized  and  properly 
affixed  guest  wristband. 

All  bags,  carrying  items  and  open  containers  are 
subject  to  inspection  upon  entrance  to  all  residence 
halls. 

Woodward  Center  Concert 
Students  and  registered  guests  attending  the  Satur- 
day concert  at  the  Woodward  Center  are  directed  to 
park  at  the  Commuter  Parking  Lot. 

A valid  WSU  ID  or  Spring  Weekend  guest  wristband 
and  a purchased  concert  ticket  are  required  to  enter 
the  concert  area  at  the  Woodward  Center.  A concert 
ticket  may  be  purchased  from  Tuesday,  April  3 - Fri- 
day, April  20  at  the  Campus  Center  Service  Window 
for  $10.00.  Ticket  sales  are  final  - no  refunds  will 
be  issued. 

Individuals  attending  the  Saturday  concert  at  the 
Woodward  Center  must  enter  and  exit  the  facihty  us- 
ing only  the  main  front  or  rear  entrances.  Side  exits 
at  the  Field  House  are  for  emergency  use  only. 

Food,  beverages,  beverage  containers  and  any  type 
of  bag/backpacks  are  not  permitted  inside  the  Satur- 
day concert  area  at  the  Woodward  Center. 

Smoking  is  prohibited  inside  of  the  Woodward  Cen- 
ter and  within  50  feet  of  the  outside  of  the  building. 
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The  Westfield  Voice  OpEd 

Students  believe  Black  History  Month  not  given  proper  attention  at  WSU 


Simbrit  Paskins 

Voice  Reporter 

February  was  Black  His- 
tory Month  and  of  all  the  events 
on  Westfield  State’s  campus  cel- 
ebrating Black  History  Month, 
it  seems  that  the  Step  Afrika! 
Step  Show  was  the  campus 
wide  favorite,  and  if  there  are 
any  doubts  about  that,  just  ask 
a friend. 

Most  impressively, they’ll 
tell  you  about  how  diverse  the 
audience  was  that  filled  those 
526  seats  on  Friday,  February 
10.  That  fact  was  hard  to  miss. 

However,  the  success 
of  that  one  event  is  not  a rep- 
resentation of  all  of  the  events 
planned  to  celebrate  the  month. 

A significant  amount  of 
students  on  campus  said  they 
feel  that  it  was  one  of  only  a 
handful  of  events  planned  for 
the  month  that  were  neither  of- 
fensive nor  unsuccessful. 

“It  was  the  only  event 
that  promoted  Black  History 
Month,”  said  Westfield  State 
University  sophomore  Gabriela 
Camacho. 

“I  didn’t  even  know  the 
school  was  celebrating  Black 
History  Month,”  said  Yenny 
Hernandez,  also  a WSU  sopho- 
more. “1  didn’t  even  know  it 
was  happening.  I didn’t  attend 
because  1 didn’t  know.” 

A large  number  of  stu- 
dents agreed  with  Hernan- 
dez, saying  things  like  “There 
weren’t  any  celebrations  that  I 
took  to  note.  I didn’t  see  any- 
thing. There  was  no  notification 
of  each  individual  event.” 

If  it  wasn’t  that  students 
weren’t  aware  of  any  events  cel- 
ebrating the  month,  it  was  that 
they  were  aware  of  only  a few 
of  the  23  events  on  the  WSU 
Black  History  Month  calendar. 

These  Black  History 
Month  events  came  together 
through  the  collaboration  of 
WSU  students,  faculty  and  staff, 
including  Student  Government 
Association,  Multicultural  Stu- 
dent Association,  Ethnic  and 


Gender  Studies  Department, 
Urban  Education  Program, 
TRiO  Student  Support  Services, 
the  Art  Department,  Sankofa, 
Springfield  Technical  Commu- 
nity College  and  the  Office  of 
Student  Activities. 

Many  students  hadn’t 
even  noticed  that  there  was  a 
calendar  that  listed  all  of  the 
events  and  their  dates  for  Black 
History  Month  on  it. 

“Oh!  There  was  a calen- 
dar which  I didn’t  even  see!” 
said  Miguel  Tejada,  also  an 
EG  ST  major.  In  fact,  the  re- 
sponse to  the  calendar  of  al- 
most every  interviewee  mir- 
rored Tejada’s.  These  students 
were  not  just  surprised  that  they 
weren’t  aware  of  the  events,  but 
they  were  also  very  frustrated 
about  it. 

Some  felt  that  student 
plays  and  WSU’s  Dance  Com- 
pany Performances  were  more 
heavily  promoted  than  events 
relevant  to  the  month. 

Students  agreed  that  if  the 
events  were  promoted  enough, 
they  would  have  seen  them 
without  a doubt. 

Black  History  Month  this 
year  at  Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity was  the  beginning  of  a new 
effort  towards  diversity  and 
multicultural  awareness  on  the 
campus  according  to  Waleska 
Lugo-  De Jesus,  Director  of 
Multicultural  Affairs. 

It  warmly  welcomed  a 
large  array  of  events  to  celebrate 
the  month  and  a wide  variety  of 
people  to  join  in  on  the  enter- 
tainment. 

For  the  Step  Afrika!  Step 
Show,  100  free  tickets  were  of- 
fered to  the  community  to  join 
in  on  the  celebration.  Dever 
Stage  was  filled  to  capacity  and 
the  performances  were  not  only 
entertaining,  but  also  educa- 
tional. 

The  very  first  event 
planned  for  the  month  was  a 
trip  to  UMass  Amherst  to  go 
see  a play,  “The  Color  Purple.” 
The  Office  of  Multicultural  Af- 
fairs was  responsible  for  buying 
those  tickets  for  the  play  and  ar- 


ranging the  ride  both  to  the  play 
and  back  to  the  school. 

There  was  a READ  Post- 
er Reception  where  a Westfield 
State  professor  of  South  African 
descent.  Dr.  Nomazengele  Man- 
galiso,  was  chosen  to  be  fea- 
tured on  the  poster.  There  were 
even  educationally  based  events 
that  drew  large  crowds  such  as 
“Deconstructing  the  School  in 
Prison  Pipeline.” 

However,  many  students 
questioned  the  implications 
of  some  of  the  events  like  the 
Financial  Aid  Workshop,  the 
‘How  to  Work  a Job  Fair,’  and 
the  Heart  Health  Awareness 
event,  raising  a red  flag  to  many 
of  the  faculty  and  staff  members 
who  put  the  calendar  and  the 
events  on  it  together. 

“Some  events  I feel  are 
discriminating,  like  this  finan- 
cial aid  workshop,  implying 
that  black  people  can’t  do  finan- 
cial aid,”  said  Camacho. 

“1  think  that  it’s  been  put 
on  the  calendar  to  remind  all 
students  about  it.”  explained 
EGST  and  World  Languag- 
es Administrative  Assistant 
Ron’na  J’Q  Lytle.  “February 
is  the  month  when  those  things 
should  be  getting  done,  so  I 
think  it  was  there  as  a reminder 
to  all  students.” 

Westfield  State  began  cel- 
ebrating Black  History  Month  in 
1974,  and  over  the  years  those 
events  have  changed,  whether 
that  change  be  location,  topic 
or  the  people  who  put  them  to- 
gether. 

Andy  Johnson  from 
the  Athletics  Department  and 
Carlton  Pickron,  Interim  Vice 
President  of  Student  Affairs, 
are  two  of  the  very  many  fac- 
ulty members  who  have  in  the 
past  worked  to  put  the  celebra- 
tions for  Black  History  Month 
together. 

Very  'few  students  are 
aware  of  the  changes  that  have 
occurred  over  the  past  four 
years  in  the  Office  of  Multicul- 
tural Affairs.  Due  to  personnel 
changes,  what  used  to  be  the 
position  of  Dean  of  Affirmative 


Action  and  Multicultural  Af- 
fairs was  restructured. 

Affirmative  Action  is 
now  handled  by  the  Human 
Resources  Department  and  the 
Multicultural  Affairs  Director 
role  is  now  held  by  Waleska 
Lugo-DeJesus. 

Now,  Multicultural  Af- 
fairs gets  to  stand  alone  and  the 
WSU  community  can  make  it 
whatever  they  want  it  to  be,  ac- 
cording to  Lugo-DeJesus.  How- 
ever, since  Multicultural  Affairs 
is  an  only  office,  not  a depart- 
ment or  a center,  Lugo-DeJesus 
said  she  has  to  work  with  the 
resources  that  are  already  estab- 
lished on  campus. 

“My  ultimate  goal  is  to 
make  sure  that  this  is  an  inclu- 
sive environment,  that  informa- 
tion is  culturally  relevant,  that 
students  are  feeling  valued  and 
appreciated,”  she  said.  “Top  of 
my  list  is  respect  and  under- 
standing, and  I think  I see  a lot 
of  progress  and  I see  a lot  of 
positive  energy.” 


Director  of  Student  Activ- 
ities, Jessika  Murphy,  explained 
that  Westfield  State  University 
is  going  through  a transition 
period.  Similarly,  Black  His- 
tory Month  is  going  through 
that  same  transitional  phase.  It 
is  evolving. 

Lugo-DeJesus  pointed 
out  the  importance  of  student 
involvement.  SGA  actually  has 
an  open  position  for  a Multicul- 
tural Representative,  a position 
which  Lugo-DeJesus  hopes  to 
use  as  her  liaison  between  Mul- 
ticultural Affairs  in  the  Presi- 
dent’s Office  and  the  student 
body  on  campus. 

She  encourages  students 
with  ideas  to  either  bring  their 
ideas  to  any  of  the  offices  listed 
above,  or  to  bring  their  ideas  to 
her  directly. 

“Student  input  is  always 
welcome,”  she  said.  “The  more 
we  continue  to  build  that  com- 
munity within  the  campus,  the 
more  we  can  offer  to  the  stu- 
dents.” 
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MERC  Education 
Career  Fair 


.Massachusetts  Educational  Recruiting  Consortium’s  (MERC) 

Thursday,  April  19,  2012 
9:30  am  * 3:30  pm 

Cabot  Gym  - Northeastern  University 
Boston,  MA 

For  confrroncc.infoniution.  porticipahrig 
schfxtl  jtvstcms  and  antrcipaied  vatancus  vjsii 
hUp;//merc  .experkncc.com 

.Admission  is  limited  to  students  & f^raduates  of  MF.RC  member  colleges. 

Register  at  http://merc.experience.com/ 

Contxt  Your  Career  OnJei  H>i  Admisworj  Paeket 
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Competency  and  Conservatism: 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


Choosing  a Vice  Presi- 
dential candidate  is  the  first 
major  decision  a candidate  for 
the  Presidency  has  to  make.  It 
gives  the  voters  an  important 
glance  into  the  decision  making 
style  of  a would-be  commander 
in  chief. 

The  process  is  usually 
very  political,  especially  de- 
pending on  the  moment  in  his- 
tory. Every  American  has  de- 
veloped an  opinion  of  former 
Alaska  Governor  Sarah  Palin. 
She  lost  the  election  and  still 
remains  relevant. 

The  current  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Joe  Biden,  was  not  cho- 
sen because  of  his  allegiance 
to  President  Obama.  Quite  the 
contrary.  Vice  President  Biden 
has  publicly  disagreed  with  the 
President  over  policy. 

During  the  2008  Demo- 
cratic Presidential  Primary  it 
was  then  Senator  Joe  Biden 
who  delivered  a scathing  attack 
against  then  Senator  Obama. 

He  said;  “The  Presidency 
does  not  lend  itself  to  on  the 
job  training.”  Yet,  there  was  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  Obama 
campaign  of  who  to  choose  for 
a running  mate  . 

These  two  examples  are 
quite  controversial.  I personally 
believe  that  Governor  Palin  was 
beneficial  to  the  campaign  of 
Senator  John  McCain.  Howev- 
er, many  people  disagree,  citing 
her  as  a net  negative  asset. 

I agree  that  she  had  some 
faults,  however  her  very  pres- 
ence helped  ignite  the  Republi- 
can party.  She  played  to  the  rock 
star  mentality  of  the  Obama 
campaign,  and  gave  John  Mc- 
Cain a fighting  chance. 

Senator  Biden  was  defi- 
nitely an  asset  to  the  Obama 
campaign.  Whereas  Senator 
Obama  had  less  than  three  years 
experience,  and  a previous  ca- 


‘Veep  Stakes’ 

reer  as  a community  organizer. 
Senator  Biden  had  been  a career 
politician  with  foreign  policy 
history. 

He  was  the  very  essence 
of  experience  in  government, 
having  served  since  1973. 

Both  of  these  picks  are 
political.  McCain’s  choice  of 
Palin  was  meant  to  revive  his 
struggling  campaign,  and  regain 
momentum. 

Obama’s  choosing  of 
Biden  was  meant  to  assure  vot- 
ers that  he  was  a capable  deci- 
sion-maker, and  that  Biden  was 
there  to  offer  his  experience. 

This  brings  me  to  a sub- 
ject that  is  constantly  gaining 
attention.  Turn  on  any  cable 
news  channel  or  read  a political 
blog  and  there  will  be  people 
discussing  Vice  Presidential 
picks.  To  political  junkies  such 
as  myself,  it  is  referred  to  as  the 
“Veep  Stakes.” 

Former  Massachusetts 
Governor  Mitt  Romney  is  well 
on  his  way  to  locking  up  the 
Republican  Presidential  Pri- 
mary. While  he  might  not  have 
every  single  delegate  locked  up, 
it  is  mathematically  impossible 
for  the  other  three  candidates  to 
capture  the  nomination. 

Who  will  Mitt  pick  to  be 
his  running-mate?  The  short 
list  includes;  Virginia  Gover- 
nor Bob  McDonnell,  New  Jer- 
sey Governor  Chris  Christie, 
Wisconsin  Representative  Paul 
Ryan,  Florida  Senator  Marco 
Rubio,  Ohio  Senator  Rob  Port- 
man  and  South  Carolina  Gover- 
nor Nikki  Haley. 

There  are  plenty  of  names 
that  could  be  added  and  pos- 
sibly deleted,  but  these  people 
stand  out. 

It  is  unlikely  that  Christie, 
Haley,  Ryan,  or  Rubio  will  ac- 
cept the  slot.  All  of  them  could 
be  pressured  into  it,  however 
they  have  not  expressed  interest 
in  the  job. 

In  my  opinion  most  of 
these  people  should  stay  where 
they  are,  gaining  experience  for 


a later  date.  Governor  Rom- 
ney wiU  most  likely  pick  a safe 
choice,  he  will  not  try  a “game- 
changing” maneuver  such  as 
Senator  McCain  attempted. 

If  I were  his  advisor,  I 
would  tell  him  to  think  big. 
Romney  does  not  excite  too 
many  people,  he  is  not  the  can- 
didate of  hard  core  conserva- 
tives. 

He  needs  to  pick  a char- 
ismatic campaigner  that  brings 
something  unique  to  his  ticket. 

I think  his  list  should  have 
a few  more  names;  Louisiana 
Governor  Bobby  Jindal,  Texas 
Governor  Rick  Perry  and  South 
Dakota  Senator  John  Thune. 
They  are  solid  conservatives 
with  non-controversial  records. 

Anybody  who  had  read 
my  column  in  the  past  knows 
how  I felt  about  Governor  Perry. 
I was  pretty  harsh  on  the  Texas 
Governor,  mostly  because  he 
was  seen  to  be  a dangerous  op- 
ponent to  Governor  Ronmey. 

Yes,  I am  one  of  the  ten 
people  that  gets  excited  about 
Mitt  Romney.  And  over  the  past 
few  months  I have  grown  fond 
of  Rick  Perry . 

Don’t  get  me  wrong  he 
stiU  needs  some  work!  How- 
ever he  could  be  a great  asset  to 
Romney. 

Governor  Rick  Perry  is  a 
true  state-rights  candidate,  he 
believes  that  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment is  out  of  control.  He 
is  in  his  third  term  and  is  defi- 
nitely qualified.  Perry  could  ex- 
cite the  base,  help  Mitt  win  in 
the  South,  and  help  put  America 
back  to  work. 

The  one  caveat  is  that 
there  is  no  love  lost  between 
Mitt  and  Rick,  they  somewhat 
do  not  like  each  other.  That 
has  not  stopped  candidates  in 
the  past;  Kennedy  and  Johnson 
anyone? 

Sometimes  you  have  have 
to  step  outside  the  box.  Don’t 
be  surprised  if  in  November  the 
Republican  ticket  reads:  Rom- 
ney Perry  2012. 


Student 

Spotlight 


by  Tim  Callery 


Name;  Olivia  Dumas 
» Hometown;  Hopkinton,  MA 
Majors:  Special  Mucation,  Music  Education 


Are  you  involved  with  any  clubs  or  organizations  on  campus? 

Yes!  I am  on  Student  Government— both  SGA  and  Class  Council, 
CAB,  the  Ultimate  Frisbee  team,  SITUVE,  and  I’m  going  to  be  an 
RA  next  year: 


Biggest  pet  peeve? 

>^'hen  people  don  t use  the  coiiect“youf”,  “there”  or  “too”.  It 
drives  me  insane! 


What’s  your  go-to  song  of  all  time? 

My  go-to  song  is  “Desperado”  by  the  Eagles.  1 use  it  any  time  ] 
have  to  sing  and  it  always  puts  me  in  a calmer  and  better  mood 
after  listening,  » 

W # 

The  power  to  fty  or  turn  invisible? 

I’d  want  to  fly,  hands  down.  I used  to  have  dreams  every  night  that 
I could  fly,  and  I even  tried  to  fly  once.  Unfortunately  that  ended 
with  a concussion,  so  needless  to  say,  I haven’t  tried  to  fly  again. 

What  does  the  ideal  Saturday  look  like  to  you? 

Normally  I’m  up  late  on  Friday’s,  so  I’d  love  to  be  able  to  sleep 
in.  Then,  since  its  my  ideal  day,  it  would  be  warm  enough  to  be 
outside  and  I would  go  to  the  state  park  and  go  swimming,  fishing, 
boating,  and  have  a fficnic  lunch  with  all  my  fiiends. 


Sweetest  trip  you’ve  ever  been  on?  -t*  " 0 

Hands  down  the  Nicaragua  trip  was  the  best  one  I’ve  been  on.  I 
went  with  Westfield  this  past  January,  and  it  was  the  most  incredible 
two  weeks  of  my  life. 


^you  could  go  anywhere  in  the  world  right  now,  where  would  you 
go  and  why? 

Right  now  I would  go  to  Venice,  Italy,  because  fliat  is  the  place 
I’ve  wanted  to  go  my  whole  life  and  I would  give  anything  to  drop 
everything  and  go  there  right  now. 


If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spotlight  ^ 

or  know  someone  who  deserves  it  - 
email 

thevoice@W€stfield.ma  .edu 
and  tell  us  why. 


The  Westfield  Voice 


OpEd 


9 


Ramblings  from  a Noninterventionist 


By:  Rob  Donoghue  Managing  Editor 


The  only  thing  I can  think 
about  right  now  is  that  the  Mas- 
ters is  this  weekend.  It’s  enough 
to  make  me  wish  that  I was  still 
writing  a weekly  sports  column 
(just  kidding...  kind  of). 

While  I’ll  be  sitting  at 
home  watching  the  action  on 
TV,  former  Westfield  Voice  Ed- 
itor-In-Chief Matt  Castonguay 
will  be  down  in  Augusta  watch- 
ing Tiger  and  Rory  in  person... 
yes,  I’m  quite  jealous. 

The  2012  edition  of  the 
Masters  is  set  to  be  one  of  the 
best  in  years.  Tiger  Woods, 
Rory  Mcllroy,  Phil  Mickelson 
and  Luke  Donald  have  all  won 
in  the  past  two  months. 

Tiger  is  making  his  way 
back  to  the  top  while  Donald 
and  Mcllroy  are  battling  it  out 
for  the  top  spot  in  the  Official 
World  Golf  Rankings. 

There  are  plenty  of  sto- 
rylines leading  into  Augusta 
this  year. . . okay,  I need  to  stop. 
This  isn’t  a sports  column  any- 
more. 

All  I’ll  say  is  that  I’m 
really  looking  forward  to  the 
Masters  this  year  and  I expect  to 
see  Tiger  in  contention  wearing 
his  Sunday  red.  Oh,  and  I hope 
Rickie  Fowler  can  turn  around 
his  atrocious  2012  season  and 
be  in  contention  come  Sunday. 

Anyway,  it’s  been  an  in- 
teresting week  in  the  world  of 
student  journalism. 

Along  with  covering  and 
verifying  some  interesting  cam- 
pus stories  for  The  Westfield 
Voice,  I’ve  been  closely  follow- 
ing the  developments  at  Boston 
University  following  The  Daily 
Free  Press’  April  Fools’  edition. 

For  those  of  you  who 
haven’t  followed  this  story.  The 
Daily  Free  Press,  BU’s  indepen- 
dently run  student  newspaper, 
ran  their  annual  April  Fools’  is- 
sue on  Monday,  April  2 (since 
the  paper  doesn’t  come  out  on 


the  weekends)  featuring  a Dis- 
ney theme  and  array  of  satirical 
articles. 

The  problem  was,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  satirical  articles  ref- 
erenced controversial  topics  and 
incidents  that  had  actually  taken 
place  on  BU’s  campus.  Specifi- 
cally, articles  in  the  newspaper 
made  light  of  sexual  assault, 
rape,  prostitution,  hazing,  and 
alcohol  abuse.  The  articles  also 
clearly  referenced  actual  cam- 
pus groups  and  incidents  that 
had  recently  taken  place  at  the 
university. 

The  lead  article,  titled 
“BROken  egos:  BU  fraternity 
suspended  for  assaulting  female 
student,”  detailed  the  seven 
dwarves  drugging  and  sexually 
assaulting  Snow  White. 

With  so  many  articles 
making  light  of  serious  issues 
such  as  sexual  assault  and  drug 
abuse,  BU  students  immedi- 
ately responded  in  outrage  on 
Twitter.  After  an  outcry  of  an- 
ger and  embarrassment  over 
the  newspaper  from  the  BU 
community.  Daily  Free  Press 
Editor-In-Chief  Chelsea  Diana 
posted  an  apology  letter  on  the 
Free  Press’  website. 

Realizing  that  what  were 
intended  to  be  satirical  articles 
aimed  at  making  students  laugh 
had  gone  sorely  wrong,  Diana 
stated,  “We  want  to  stress  that 
all  of  the  ill-conceived  jokes  in 
Monday’s  issue  in  no  way  rep- 
resent the  true  values  of  The 
Daily  Free  Press  or  any  of  its 
staff  members. 

“While  we  do  not  support 
any  of  the  stereotypes  that  we 
wrongly  spread  in  the  issue,  we 
know  that  by  publishing  the  ma- 
terial we  inadvertently  prolifer- 
ated them.  We  know  that  even 
though  the  stories  were  meant 
to  be  jokes,  simply  writing  them 
perpetuated  rape  culture.” 

The  Free  Press’  Board  of 


Directors,  which  includes  for- 
mer student  editors,  later  asked 
Diana  to  resign  and  apologized 
again  to  the  BU  community.  Di- 
ana agreed  to  resign. 

With  public  anger  still 
pouring  in.  The  Free  Press’  re- 
maining editorial  board  issued 
another  apology  letter  on  April 
3. 

The  letter  read,  “We  do 
not  defend  our  actions,  nor  do 
we  condone  any  kind  of  sexual 
assault  being  trivialized  in  a de- 
sensitized manner.  Moreover, 
we  want  to  emphasize  that  the 
material  published  was  written 
by  editors  — not  staff  writers 
— of  The  Daily  Free  Press.” 

The  letter  later  changed 
tone,  however,  directing  readers 
where  there  feelings  should  be 
aimed:  “Obviously,  frustration 
is  warranted.  Yet  while  all  this 
fury  is  understandable,  let  us  not 
forget  that  we  could  be  channel- 
ing this  attention  toward  actual 
perpetrators  of  sexual  assault 
and  illegal  drug  use,  rather  than 
continue  to  dwell  on  the  report- 
ed unsavory  actions  of  fictional 
characters  that  were  published 
to  the  disgust  of  many. 

“As  a community  of  col- 
lege students,  we  should  contin- 
ue to  focus  our  efforts  on  aiding 
organizations  like  the  CGSA, 
instead  of  expending  time  and 
energy  solely  on  ostracization.” 

It’s  quite  the  situation  that 
The  Daily  Free  Press  finds  it- 
self in.  I’m  a huge  fan  of  satire 
and  like  to  try  and  write  satiri- 
cal pieces  myself  from  time  to 
time.  I also  am  major  advocate 
of  free  speech  and  freedom  of 
the  press. 

But  as  a college  news- 
paper editor  myself.  I’d  love 
to  know  the  conversations  that 
took  place  amongst  the  editors 
when  determining  the  subjects 
to  write  the  articles  on. 

Did  everyone  on  the  edi- 


torial board  really  think  it  was  a 
good  idea  to  make  fun  of  rape? 

The  Disney  idea  was  cute 
(although  I’m  sure  it  violated 
Disney’s  strict  copyright  laws 
- but  that’s  another  issue  entire- 
ly). And  running  fake  and  satiri- 
cal article  for  the  April  Fools’ 
edition  is  a fun  idea. 

We  only  had  one  or  two 
April  Fools’  articles  in  The 
Westfield  Voice  last  week,  but 
in  years  past  we’ve  had  most  of 
our  issue  feature  fake  articles 
for  April  Fools’  Day. 

But  I believe  there’s  a fine 
line  between  what  is  funny  and 
what  is  offensive.  The  Daily 
Free  Press  crossed  that  line  last 
week. 

Newspaper  editors  have 
a difficult  job.  What  language 
and  subjects  are  acceptable  and 
what  content  is  unfit  to  run  - 
these  are  decisions  we  as  editors 
constantly  face. 

In  the  end,  you  have  to  go 
with  your  gut  and  try  to  make 
the  best  decision. 

This  week  for  example, 
Simbrit  Paskins  wrote  a very 
well  written  article  (page  three) 
in  regards  to  the  two  student 
protests  that  took  place  follow- 
ing Public  Safety’s  investiga- 
tion into  the  New  Hall  assault 
that  occurred  in  March. 

The  article  quoted  stu- 
dents alleging  that  Public  Safety 
was  engaging  in  racial  profiling 


during  their  investigation  - a 
very  serious  accusation. 

In  order  to  run  the  ar- 
ticle as  a balanced  news  story, 
I contacted  Public  Safety  and 
as  many  high  ranking  WSU  of- 
ficials as  possible  in  order  to  get 
their  side  of  the  story. 

In  my  opinion,  a well-bal- 
anced news  story  should  have 
input  from  all  sides  so  that  the 
audience  isn’t  getting  just  one 
perspective. 

Running  the  article  with- 
out giving  Public  Safety  and 
the  University  the  opportunity 
to  comment  was  not  a decision 
that  I was  comfortable  making. 

So  after  verifying  facts 
and  gathering  as  much  informa- 
tion as  possible  considering  the 
circumstances,  I added  to  Sim- 
brit’s  story  and  made  it  a double 
byline  article.  As  Managing 
Editor  for  the  newspaper,  I had 
the  ability  to  contact  sources 
and  gather  facts  that  most  WSU 
students  would  not  have  had. 

My  goal  is  always  to 
make  the  newspaper  (outside 
of  the  Op-Ed  page)  as  unbiased 
and  informative  as  possible.  By 
gathering  more  information  and 
presenting  the  other  side  of  the 
story,  I hoped  to  accomplish 
that  goal. 

Whether  or  not  I made  the 
right  decision  in  this  instance 
will  be  up  to  the  readers  to  de- 
cide. 


“The  Taste  of  the  World” 

April  12th  - 5:30  p.m.  to  7:30  p.m.  - Ely  Lobby 

Presented  by  the  International/Intercultural  Club 
In  partnership  with  the  Multicultural  Student  Associ- 
ation, Sociology  Club  and  Social  Work  Association 

Email  Lauson  Ode,  President  of  the 
International/Intercultural  Club  with  any  questions. 
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By  Matthew  Futterlelib 

Russell  Crowe  - Bom  April  7,  1964  | Toppling  Hussein’s  Statue  - April  9, 2003  i RT.  Bamum  - Died  April  7,1891 


New  Zealand-bom  and 
Australian-bred  actor 
Russell  Crowe  was  a child 
star  locally  on  Australian 
television  before  acting 
in  his  first  film,  1992’s 
Romper  Stomper.  His  first 
American  film  was  1995’s 
The  Quick  and  the  Dead 
alongside  Sharon  Stone, 
Gene  Hackman  and  Leon- 
ardo DiCaprio.  Making 


his  name  as  a legitimate 
actor  of  serious  films, 
Crowe  landed  the  role  of 
detective  Bud  White  in 
1997’s  L.A.  Confidential, 
establishing  his  strength 
as  a leading  man.  His 
consummate  roles  came 
in  2000 ’s  Gladiator  and 
200 1’s  A Beautiful  Mind, 
both  for  which  he  won 
the  Academy  Award  for 
Best  Actor.  His  career  re- 
mained consistently  mov- 
ing with  roles  in  movies 
like  2005 ’s  Cinderella 
Man,  but  controversy  con- 
cerning his  infamous  tem- 
per has  since  tarnished 
his  pubhc  image.  Along 
with  acting,  Crowe  has 
a musical  career  with  his 
former  band  30  Odd  Foot 
of  Grunts  and  other  solo 
projects. 


Just  days  after  the  in- 
vasion of  Baghdad  by 
American  forces  in  the 
Iraq  War,  civilians  banded 
together  with  Marines  to 
push  over  Iraqi  dictator 
Saddam  Hussein’s  nearly 
thirty-foot  statue  that 
stood  in  Firdos  Square. 
The  moment  created  a 
photo  opportunity  that 
would  iconicaUy  mark  the 


American  victory  in  the 
Iraq  War.  A raucous  crowd 
of  only  a few  hundred  ex- 
claimed their  frustration 
and  Joy  at  the  fallen  dic- 
tator’s metal  facsimile, 
symbolically  throwing 
their  shoes  and  rocks  at 
the  statue.  A tense  mo- 
ment occurred  when  an 
American  soldier  jumped 
on  top  of  the  statue  to 
place  an  American  flag  on 
Saddam’s  head,  which  was 
met  with  strong  negative 
reactions  from  the  crowd 
and  the  Middle  Eastern 
media.  Controversy  took 
hold  of  this  moment  in 
following  years,  as  many 
claim  the  toppling  of  the 
statue  was  merely  the  be- 
ginning of  American  oc- 
cupation to  democratize 
Iraq. 


Phineas  Taylor  Bamum 
was  an  entrepreneur  who 
made  his  name  exhibiting 
“freaks”  at  various  loca- 
tions around  the  country. 
Bom  July  5,1810m  Bethel, 
Connecticut,  Bamum  start- 
ed his  career  by  owning 
a boarding  house  in  New 
York  City.  He  met  his  first 
business  partner  in  1835, 
Joice  Heth,  a former  slave 


who  claimed  to  be  161  years 
old  and  the  former  nurse  to 
George  Washington..  Bar- 
num  realized  he  could  take 
advantage  of  strange  people 
like  Heth,  recmiting  oth- 
ers and  opening  New  York 
City’s  American  Museum 
in  1842.  His  show  was  a 
massive  success,  exhibit- 
ing acts  like  “General  Tom 
Thumb,”  “the  Fiji  Mermaid” 
and  Swedish  singer  Jenny 
Lind.  Despite  constant  ac- 
cusations of  fraud,  Bamum 
persisted,  famously  making 
the  statement  “there’s  no 
such  thing  as  bad  press”  as 
his  show  grew  to  massive 
proportions.  He  was  elect- 
ed Mayor  of  Bridgeport  in 
1855  before  returning  to 
open  his  new  circus  act,  fa- 
mously marketed  as  “The 
Greatest  Show  on  Earth.” 
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Top  Hat  Cakes 

-Casual  treats  of  top  Hat  quality- 


Honieiiiadc  lioni  quality  iiigi edieiits 
Iiidh  ichial  and  Sliaiiiig  Sizes 

4^,  6”,  aiiti  8” 

Flavours  A\ Tillable  to  Ciisloiiiize: 
Cak.e:  Chocolate,  \’anilla 
Frosting:  Chocolate,  ’VTmilla,  T'uxedo 

Specialty  Fla\'our: 

Cake:  StrawbeiT^  I^'inoii:ide 
Frosting:  Cream  Cheese 


Email:  TopHat.Cakes@gmail.com  Facebook:  facebook.com/T opHatC^es 


Coming  to  Fdy  on  Xiiesday,  April  lOth! 

Come  try  our  caJee  samples 

Order  a cake  for  deliver\"*  this  weekend 


“Free  defiv^  on  ca^npus  orty 
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Quick  Info 


Top  Singles 

1 . fun.  - We  Are  Young 

2.  Kelly  Clarkson  - 
Stronger 

3.  The  Wanted  - Glad 
You  Came 

4.  Gotye  - Somebody 
That  I Used  To  Know 

5.  Nicki  Minaj  - Star- 
ships 

6.  Adele  - Set  Fire  To 
The  Rain 

7.  Flo  Rida  - Wild  Ones 

8.  Katy  Perry  - Part  Of 
Me 

9.  Drake  - Take  Care 

10.  David  Guetta  - Turn 
Me  On 


Top  Movies 

1 . The  Hunger  Games 

2.  Wrath  of  the  Titans 

3.  Mirror  Mirror 
4. 21  Jump  Street 

5.  Dr.  Seuss’  The  Lorax 


Upcoming  DVD  Releases 

1 . The  Iron  Lady 

2.  The  Darkest  Hour 

3.  Into  the  Abyss 

4.  Veteran 

5.  The  Witches  of  Oz 


Top  Albums 

1 . Soundtrack  - The 
Hunger  Games 

2.  Adele -21 

3.  The  Shins  - Port  Of 
Morrow 

4.  One  Direction  - Up 
All  Night 

5.  Odd  Future  - The  OF 
Tape  Vol.  2 

6.  Bruce  Springsteen  - 
Wrecking  Ball 

7.  Melanie  Fiona  - The 
MF  Life 

8.  Various  Artists  - 
NOW  41 


WSKB/MASSPIRG  show  beneficial  for  both  groups 


■ continued  from  page  1 

Cotton  Not  Forgotten,  a 
“local,  up-cycled  clothing  com- 
pany,” also  had  a table  at  the 
event  selling  t-shirts,  jackets, 
and  other  articles  of  clothing. 

The  show  began  with 
Nate  Canty  playing  some  punk 
and  folk-punk  songs  on  acous- 
tic guitar,  inspiring  an  audience 
sing-along. 

He  played  songs  from 
Andrew  Jackson  Jihad,  Street- 
light Manifesto,  Mischief  Brew 
and  others. 

After  Nate  played  his  set. 
Social  Deviance  began.  Social 
Deviance  is  an  alternative  hip- 
hop  band  consisting  of  Peter 
Gucwa  as  DJ  Tayste  Test  and 
MC  Dimetapp.  They  describe 
their  sound  as  “deviant,  amor- 
phous, and  amazing”  and  that  is 
exactly  what  they  delivered. 

Dimetapp’s  raps  with 
their  political  and  social-issue 
focus  and  Tayste  Test’s  unique 
beats  made  Social  Deviance  an 
interesting  treat  to  listen  to. 

The  concert  also  featured 
some  impromptu  comedy,  mu- 
sical guests  and  poetry  reading. 


started  by  Tom  Morello  after 
Social  Deviance’s  set. 

Tom’s  comedy  was  cen- 
tered on  politics  and  social  me- 
dia, in  particular  Jersey  Shore. 
After  Tom  made  the  crowd 
laugh,  Jarryd  Conz’s  three- 
piece,  avant-garde  experimental 
Jazz-rock  band  The  Leafies  You 
Gave  Me  played. 

The  band  consists  of  Jar- 
ryd on  keyboard  and  saxophone, 
with  his  friends  Josh  Daniel  on 
drums  and  Zach  Scoble  on  bass. 
Their  set  consisted  of  improvi- 
sational, Jazzy  tunes  tinged  with 
rock  and  experimental  influ- 
ences. 

After  the  Leafies’  wild 
set,  a surprise  musical  guest, 
singer/songwriter/pianist  Emma 
Murray,  cooled  things  down  a 
bit  with  some  soulful  original 
songs. 

After  Emma,  Hot  Dirt 
played,  which  is  a local  band 
consisting  of  the  bassist  and 
drummer  of  Leafies,  as  well  as 
Britt  Brideau  and  Jeff  Gilmartin 
on  guitar. 

Hot  Dirt  is  an  experi- 
mental, intense  math  rock  band 
with  Jazz  influences.  They  are 


a group  of  extremely  tight  mu- 
sicians and  put  on  an  amazing 
show.  Their  songs  were  intri- 
cate and  precise,  with  fun  and 
freedom  thrown  in. 

When  Hot  Dirt  took  the 
stage,  the  crowd  immediately 
hopped  up  from  the  floor  and 
began  dancing.  Their  music  can 
be  found  on  their  bandcamp 
site,  linked  off  of  their  Face- 
book  page. 

Once  Hot  Dirt  left  the 
stage,  leaving  a grinning  and 
sweaty  audience  behind,  Ryan 
read  some  of  his  poetry  while 
singer/songwriter/guitarist  For- 
rest Thompson  and  drummer 
Colin  Jalbert  set  up. 

Forrest  played  a set  of 
original  songs  with  the  help  of 
Colin  on  drums.  Forrest  played 
a set  of  personal  songs,  some  of 
which  were  sung  in  Spanish  or 
partially  in  Spanish,  giving  the 
audience  a dose  of  Latin  flavor. 

Before  the  show’s  head- 
liner, The  Fluff,  took  the  stage, 
singer/guitarist/songwriter 
Chris  Goudreau  played  two 
songs,  one  original  and  one 
cover. 

The  first  song  he  played 


was  a cover  of  a Traffic  song, 
complete  with  harmonica  solos. 

The  next  song  he  played 
was  an  original,  with  Jarryd 
helping  out  with  sax  playing. 
After  11,  The  Fluff  took  the 
stage.  The  Fluff  is  a funk  band 
consisting  of  Andrew  Estes  on 
guitar,  Dan  Pappas  on  keyboard 
and  piano,  Colin  Jalbert  on 
drums,  and  Brandon  Goulet  on 
bass. 

They  played  an  extreme- 
ly funky,  tight  set  that  had  the 
whole  room  smiling,  laughing, 
and  dancing.  They  ended  their 
set  a little  after  midnight. 

The  WSKB/MASSPIRG 
Benefit  Show  was  a huge  suc- 
cess that  was  beneficial  for  both 
groups  and  the  student  body  as 
a whole. 

I will  be  on  the  executive 
board  for  WSKB  next  year,  and 
I hope  that  we  can  plan  more 
shows  such  as  this  one  to  show- 
case talented  local  musicians 
and  bands,  as  well  as  help  out 
with  good  causes. 

Thank  you  to  everyone 
who  helped  organize  the  event, 
as  well  as  the  performers  and 
the  spectators. 


Longboarding  can  be  dangerous:  is  it  worth  the  risk? 


■ continued  from  page  5 

with  Breahn’s  black  pants  and 
sweatshirt,  he’s  basically  invis- 
ible. 

The  site  of  the  hill  is  a 
lively  street  Just  behind  Stan- 
ley, like  Breahn  said,  though  he 
didn’t  mention  the  lively  part. 
In  fact,  cars  whizz  by  every  few 
minutes  or  so,  but  this  doesn’t 
stop  Breahn. 

He  simply  says, “Go  Kath- 
leen, there  aren’t  any  cars!”  and 
she  does.  More  cars  whizz  by, 
and  it’s  Breahn’s  turn,  and  with 
little  light  to  illuminate  him, 
he’s  gone  into  the  blackness  in 
seconds.  Danny  shakes  his  head 
and  looks  around,  waiting  until 


no  cars  are  around.  Finally,  he 
takes  off  into  the  middle  of  the 
street,  crouching  his  midsec- 
tion low  and  wrapping  his  arms 
around  him. 

As  he  rides  on,  the  foot- 
ball-field  length  of  absolute 
zero  light  becomes  much  more 
noticeable.  More  cars  start  to 
whizz  by  again,  their  lights 
bright  and  foreboding.  They 
blast  their  horns,  resembling  the 
annoyed  and  panicked  sound 
that  must  be  coming  out  of  the 
driver’s  throats. 

They  beep  their  horns 
again,  and  it  sounds  more  like  a 
curse  word  thrown  at  the  riders. 
Luckily,  no  one  gets  hurt,  and 
they  settle  under  the  off-yellow 


glow  of  one  of  the  streetlights 
adjacent  to  the  bridge  that  they 
stand  on.  Also  fortunately, 
they’re  smart  enough  to  stand 
on  the  sidewalk  placed  on  the 
bridge  instead  of  standing  in  the 
middle  of  the  street. 

“That  was  so  stupid,” 
Danny  says,  his  voice  forceful 
yet  calm.  “It’s  a busy  street  and 
there  are  no  lights.” 

Breahn  doesn’t  say  much, 
but  seems  to  shrug  it  off  as  he 
looks  away. 

“You  say  you  do  this  all 
the  time?”  Danny  questions, 
asking  if  Breahn  actually  rides 
this  hill  on  a regular  basis. 

“Yeah,”  he  says,  as  if  it’s 
no  big  deal. 


As  Danny  keeps  spout- 
ing off  about  how  dangerous  it 
is,  Breahn  finally  says  some- 
thing, “Riders  say  there  are  no 
real  hills  here,  but  there’s  this 
one  and  the  other  one,”  and  he 
points  off  into  the  distance  to 
another  hill,  barely  visible  with 
the  limited  street  lights.  Danny 
holds  his  board  behind  his  head 
and  walks  back  up  the  hill,  us- 
ing the  sidewalk  this  time. 

“You  leaving?”  Breahn 

asks. 

Danny  Just  turns  around 
and  says,  “Yeah,”  and  the  rest 
follow. 

When  Kathleen  reaches 
him,  Danny  can’t  help  but  say, 
“Don’t  ever  do  that  again.” 
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Westfield  baseball  starts  MASCAC  play  with  doubleheader  sweep 


photo  by  Matt  Jardin 


Westfield  senior  Roman  Mondalto  pitched  a one-hit 
complete  game  shutout  in  game  one  of  the  Owls  double- 
header  sweep  of  Worcester  State. 


l^'ler  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


On  a cold  Sunday  after- 
noon, April  1,  the  Westfield 
State  Owls  men’s  baseball  team 
faced  off  against  the  Worcester 
State  Lancers  in  a Massachu- 
setts State  Collegiate  Athletic 
Conference  (MASCAC)  dou- 
bleheader and  came  away  with 
two  early  season  victories. 

The  game  between  the 
two  conference  foes  would  be 
the  first  games  for  both  teams  in 
conference  play. 

Unfortunately  for  the 
Lancers,  they  had  to  go  up 
against  WSU  senior  Roman 
Mondalto,  who  pitched  a one- 
hit  complete  game  in  game  one 
of  the  doubleheader,  which  the 
Owls  won  1-0.  With  the  win, 
Mondalto  is  now  2-0  on  the  sea- 
son. 

Mondalto  was  consistent 
all  day,  earning  three  strikeouts, 
as  he  credited  his  off  speed 
pitches  for  his  performance. 


“My  off  speed  was  on  to- 
day, I couldn’t  locate  my  fastball 
today,  but  I was  really  helped 
out  by  my  defense  today,”  said 
Mondalto. 

The  Owls  offense,  how- 
ever, in  the  first  game  was  a 
little  cold  as  they  only  could 
accumulate  one  run  on  six  hits 
and  left  four  men  on  base  in  the 
game.  Head  coach  Ray  Arra  was 
very  frustrated  with  his  team’s 
offensive  performance  after  the 
game. 

“We  need  to  start  hitting 
with  men  on  base,  and  getting 
some  runs  in,  it  is  driving  me 
nuts.  We  have  the  talent  to  do 
some  great  things  this  year,  but 
we  need  to  start  hitting.” 

Westfield  must  have  heard 
their  coach’s  frustration  about 
their  hitting,  because  in  the  sec- 
ond game  the  Owls  put  six  runs 
on  the  board  in  a 6-1  victory. 

The  offense  was  thanks 
in  large  part  to  junior  Andrew 
Medeiros,  who  batted  in  four 
runs  including  a huge  three-run 
homerun  in  the  second  inning. 

The  homerun  was  Me- 


deiros’ first  of  the  year,  and 
was  the  perfect  ending  to  a very 
good  day  for  Westfield.  In  the 
first  game,  he  brought  the  only 
run  in  with  a double. 

With  the  two  victories, 
the  Owls  are  now  9-8  overall 
and  2-0  in  MASCAC  play  (as 
of  April  1). 


“We  have  been  a little  in- 
consistent so  far  this  season  but 
we  are  starting  to  get  it  around,” 
Mondalto  said  after  the  game. 
“We  have  a lot  of  young  kids 
(the  team  has  11  freshman  on 
the  roster)  but  I think  once  the 
veterans  on  the  team  start  play- 
ing better  we  should  be  all  set.” 


Coach  Arra  talked  about 
some  of  the  injuries  the  team 
has  faced  early  in  the  season. 

“We  need  to  get  healthy 
right  now,”  he  said.  “We’ve  got 
some  key  players  who  are  hurt 
right  now,  and  once  we  get  them 
healthy,  I think  we  will  be  a very 
tough  team  to  face.” 

Arra  added  that  the  team’s 
pitching  staff  is  the  best  that 
they  have  ever  had,  and  because 
of  that  he  thinks  the  Owls  have 
a great  chance  to  do  very  well 
this  year. 

It  would  be  hard  to  ar- 
gue with  Arra  about  the  team’s 
pitching  staff.  Both  Mondalto 
and  Mike  Molta  each  have  an 
ERA  under  one  (Mondalto  at 
0.75  and  Molta  at  0.53). 

In  addition,  senior  Aaron 
Messier  and  junior  Bret  Sifling- 
er  are  capable  of  pitching  great 
games  any  time  they  are  on  the 
mound. 

Westfield’s  next  home  ap- 
pearance will  be  a doubleheader 
against  Salem  State  on  Monday, 
April  16  beginning  at  12:00 
p.m. 


Westfield  softball  splits  early  season  doubleheader  with  Worcester 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Westfield  State  University 
and  Worcester  State  University 
split  a softball  doubleheader  on 
Sunday,  April  1,  to  open  play 
in  the  Massachusetts  State  Col- 
legiate Athletic  Conference 
(MASCAC). 

Worcester  held  on  to  win 
the  opener,  4-3,  while  Westfield 
pulled  out  a 5-2  victory  in  the 
nightcap. 

Lauren  Besozzi  delivered 
the  game-winning  hit  in  the 
opener,  when  she  rapped  a two- 
out,  two  RBI  single  in  the  third 
inning  to  snap  a 2-2  tie.  Both 
runs  were  unearned  as  Westfield 
committed  the  only  error  of  the 
game  in  the  inning. 

Westfield  pulled  to  within 


a run,  4-3,  in  the  bottom  of  the 
sixth  when  Brittany  Dussault 
singled  through  the  left  side, 
advanced  to  second  on  a wild 
pitch,  and  Vicki  Hill  pounded 
an  RBI  double. 

But  winning  pitcher  Han- 
nah Everson  retired  the  next  two 
batters  to  get  out  of  the  jam  and 
she  put  the  side  down  in  order 
in  the  seventh.  Everson  allowed 
eight  hits  and  a walk  and  struck 
out  seven  to  notch  the  pitching 
victory. 

Madeline  Tomich  was  the 
losing  pitcher.  She  gave  up  two 
walks  and  struck  out  10,  but  she 
issued  a walk  and  hit  two  bat- 
ters that  led  to  the  Lancers’  first- 
inning  run. 

Westfield  took  a 2-1  lead 
in  the  home  half  of  the  first 
when  Molly  Dunbar  slammed 
a two-out,  two-run  double  off 


Worcester  third  baseman  Alex 
Kerr  that  forced  Kerr  to  leave 
the  game  with  an  injury. 

The  Lancers  tied  the  score 
at  2-all  in  the  second  when  Ash- 
ley Howe  hammered  an  RBI 
triple.  Howe,  Besozzi  and  Car- 
olyn Hassett  each  had  two  hits. 
Kerin  DeGirolamo  was  2 for  3 
in  the  Owls’  balanced  eight-hit 
attack. 

In  the  second  game, 
Westfield  pitcher  Kerry  Alcott 
had  the  game-winning  hit  when 
she  lined  a runscoring  double  to 
left-center  field  in  the  sixth  in- 
ning to  snap  a 2-2  tie. 

The  Owls  added  two 
insurance  tallies  on  an  RBI 
groundout  by  Amanda  Flower 
and  a RBI  single  by  Kelly  Ken- 
ney, who  lined  a shot  off  the 
leg  of  Worcester  pitcher  Kelly 
Winter  that  forced  her  to  exit 


the  game. 

The  Owls  scored  single 
runs  in  their  first  two  at  bats 
for  an  early  2-0  lead  on  an  RBI 
double  by  Breanne  Bisceglia 
and  an  RBI  double  by  Molly 
Dunbar  that  scored  Alcott  firom 
first  base. 

The  Lancers  scored  an 
unearned  run  the  fourth  when 
Kaitlyn  Storro  reached  safely 
on  an  infield  error  and  scored 
on  Aimee  Lamoureux’s  double. 


The  Lancers  tied  the  score  in 
the  top  of  the  sixth  on  an  RBI 
single  by  Katie  Roy. 

Alcott  went  the  distance 
for  the  pitching  victory.  She  al- 
lowed seven  hits  and  two  walks 
and  struck  out  two.  Winter  gave 
up  nine  hits  and  two  walks  and 
whiffed  six. 

Kenney,  Bisceglia  and 

Hill  each  had  two  hits.  No  play- 
er had  more  than  one  hit  for  the 
Lancers. 


Do  you  regulary  attend  your  favorite 
Owls  home  games? 

Then  write  about  it! 

Send  your  WSU  sports  stories  to: 
thevoice  @ westfield  .ma  .edu 


TherWestfield  Voice  Sports 

Morning  Joe  Bj:  Joej  Cooper 

yVeekCy  Look  at  tfie  yVorCd ofS_ports”  Sports  Editor 


In  an  effort  to  forget  about 
Ohio  State  blowing  it  in  the  Fi- 
nal Four,  I am  going  to  avoid  the 
topic  completely.  So  in  light  of 
it  finally  being  April,  let’s  talk 
about  the  2012  NFL  Draft  (the 
best  sporting  event  of  the  year). 

I agree  with  the  notion 
that  quarterback  is  the  most 
important  position  on  a team; 
with  that  being  said,  it  is  the 
most  overvalued,  overpaid  and 
over  analyzed  position  in  all  of 
sports. 

As  a side  note,  my  previ- 
ous statement  seems  to  hold  true 
after  watching  Tim  Tebow’s 
press  conference  as  he  was  an- 
nounced to  become  the  backup 
QB  of  the  circus  that  is  the  New 
York  Jets.  So  what  seems  to 
have  teams  and  fans  so  infatuat- 
ed with  quarterback  prospects? 

It  is  by  far  the  hardest 
position  to  evaluate  from  the 


transition  from  college  to  the 
professional  level.  There  have 
been  more  than  enough  busts  to 
caution  teams  to  stay  clear  from 
drafting  a quarterback  early  in 
the  draft. 

Months  full  of  pro  days 
and  panic  can  come  full  circle  in 
late  April  as  evidenced  in  20 1 1 
when  four  teams  drafted  Cam 
Newton,  Jake  Locker,  Blaine 
Gabbert  and  Christian  Ponder 
in  the  top  12  overall  picks,  three 
of  whom  have  done  nothing  so 
far  to  prove  they  are  even  sec- 
ond round  pick  worthy. 

Ryan  Tannehill,  quar- 
terback from  Texas  A&M,  is 
2012’s  panic  quarterback  pros- 
pect that  scouts  and  executives 
are  drooling  over  for  some  rea- 
son. We’re  talking  about  a guy 
who  has  more  starts  at  wide  re- 
ceiver then  behind  center  at  the 
college  level. 


If  I were  to  mention  the 
name  Ryan  Tannehill  during  his 
2-4  run  to  end  the  season,  would 
anyone  even  know  his  name? 

A couple  of  indoor  work- 
outs to  familiar  receivers  in 
shorts  suddenly  put  him  as  a top 
prospect  in  the  draft. 

Not  only  does  he  lack  the 
ability  to  make  reads  against 
highly  efficient  defenses,  but  his 
numbers  are  so  slightly  above 
average  he  would  be  a third 
round  pick  if  this  was  2005. 

The  reason  this  fourth 
round  prospect  receiver  is  be- 
ing pegged  to  be  an  automatic 
selection  as  a quarterback  in  the 
top  ten  this  year  is  simple. 

Teams  are  desperate  to  do 
anything  they  can  with  a below 
average  roster.  They  take  the 
easy  way  out,  throwing  up  the 
white  flag,  surrendering  all  their 
hopes  and  dreams  to  a college 


quarterback  who  they  have  con- 
vinced themselves  will  be  their 
savior. 

If  only  it  were  that  sim- 
ple... Ryan  Leaf,  Tim  Couch, 
Akili  Smith,  David  Carr,  Jama- 
rcus  Russell. 

Tannehill’s  impressive 
resume  includes  the  following; 
beating  Kansas  and  Northwest- 
ern (horrible  teams),  getting 
measured  and  weighed  at  the 
Combine  and  taking  the  Won- 
derlic  test  to  prove  almost  noth- 
ing about  whether  or  not  the  kid 
can  be  successful  on  the  field. 

In  other  news  from  the  QB 
carousel,  all  of  a sudden  Baylor 
quarterback  Robert  Griffin  III 
is  better  than  Stanford  stud  An- 
drew Luck,  regarded  as  the  best 
quarterback  prospect  since  John 
Elway.  When  was  the  last  time 
a scrambling  quarterback  won  a 
Super  Bowl? 


In  a league  with  owners 
that  demand  wins  immediately, 
teams  figure  the  quickest  way  to 
the  top  is  to  take  a quarterback 
high  in  the  draft. 

Where  has  this  league 
gone  wrong?  Since  when  has  it 
been  okay  to  overdraft  quarter- 
backs every  year,  when  most  of 
the  time  these  players  are  not  fit 
for  the  pressure  and  are  going 
into  situations  that  don’t  fit  their 
skill  set? 

It  is  bad  for  teams  and 
horrible  for  the  integrity  of  the 
NFL  Draft.  Soon  it  will  mean 
far  less  to  be  a great  talent  in  the 
eyes  of  scouts. 

Players  once  had  the  hon- 
or of  being  admired  as  a first 
round  selection,  back  when  the 
selection  actually  meant  that  the 
player  was  an  elite  talent.  The 
same  can’t  be  said  for  first  round 
picks  in  the  NFL  anymore. 


This  weeks 
specials! 

Sm  Cheese  Pizza 
just  5 bucks! 
Order  $10  or  more 
and  its  only  $4! 
(limit  2) 

ItHi*  **  **  A* 


HTT?;//WWW.P  APERaTVPIZZeRIA.COM 


Hove  you  tried  our  10 
styles  of  wings?! 


Take  out  or  Delivery 


Planning  a 
event?  Let  us 
do  the  work! 
call  for  speical 
pricing! 

★AAAAAAAAAAA 

Want  something 
different?  Try  our 
new  Indian  menu! 


10  Wings,  Lg  Fries 
and  a 2ltr  Soda 
for  just  $10,501 


Like  us  on 

Facebook 

KTT? : //WWW . foc«  book . eom/Fop<rCityPi  zza 


78  Franklin  St. 
413-562-8500 
- Hours  - 

Mon  - Thurs  11  to  10 
Fri  & Sat  11  to  11 
Sunday  12  to  10 
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OIL  CHANGE  (FQOfgS 


• Oil  and  filter  change 

-up  to  5 quarts  of  conventional  oil 

• Rotate  and  inspect  4 tires 


Courtesy  check  including 
visual  brake  check 

-battery,  air  filter,  fluid,  belts  & hoses 


Htgh  irai«age.  syn?ne?tc.  tAe^ta  vAs  »rd  carndge  oif  Hiters  eJdra.  Shcp  fee  exrra,  pe^^tes  by  .am 

f«e  rspres^rts  cast  ard  See  manager  for  shop  fee  calor-tabor.  Pbji  ap^cable  tax.  Tire  rstadon  at  r=rT>e  of 

Cash  vd:u€  l/iCCtb  <r  ic  Cojozr  recured  ai  ti’ne  of  purchase.  Not  valfd  vrtn  cth^  offers.  Vais  a? 
MFtidpatirg  locationis'  l*sei  be.cm  Wff'S  if  sc-id.  copied  Of  transferred  and  whe^e  jrohiatec  by  .aw.  Cxp^-es  4/30/12. 


SasiIfGSMP 


LIFETIME  GUARANTEED 

BRAKE  PADS  OR  SHOES  INSTALLED 

OFF 

^25  OFF 

per  axle 

Comprehensive  brake  system  evaluation 


UP  TO 


GREAT  SAVINGS 


10  OFF  ^20  0FF^30  OFF  S: 


SERVICES 
OVER  $100 


SERVICES 
OVER  $200 


SERVICES 
OVER  $300 


STUDENT  SAVINGS 

10%  OFF 


ANY 

SERVICE 


WITH 


Brakes,  Exhaust,  Suspension,  Wheel  Alignments. 
Belts,  Hoses,  Headlamps,  Bulbs  and  More! 

FxcUides  Hres.  batteries  and  oil  changes.  Ois^ottm  off  regular  (Mice.  Consumer  pays  ail  tax.  Most  vehictej 
value  ViOQtb  of  1<.  Coupon  tegtsred  at  bene  of  furrehase.  One  coupon  per  UaM  invoice.  Not  valid  with 
offers.  Vatid  at  parbdpating  locatkmis)  bsled  below.  Void  H s^.  copied  or  transferred  and  w 
by  law.  Expires  V30/12. 


WESTFIELD  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT  ID 

(excludes  tax) 

Ohcoufit  off  regular  prke.  Consuoier  pay^  all  tax.  Most  vehicles.  Cash  value  l/lOOtfi  of  Ig.  Coupon  required  at 
time  of  purchase.  One  coupon  per  total  invoice.  Not  valid  with  other  offers.  Valid  at  partapating  locatiorHs) 
feted  beloM.  Void  H sold,  copied  or  transferred  and  where  prohibited  by  law.  Expires  4/3«VU. 


P 

Trust  the  Midas  touch.® 


WESTFIELD  302  E Main  St  413-568-8621 


c 


r\r\~/- 
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Aries 

(March  21  • April  20) 

Your  desire  to  have  a little  fun 
is  bound  to  be  at  odds  with 
some  of  your  other  obligations 
.You’ll  really  need  to  pay 
attention  to  situations  and  try 
to  determine  when  to  express 
yourself  and  when  to  hold 
your  tongue  right  now. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

It’s  a great  time  for  enjoying  a 
romantic  evening  at  homewith 
someone  special.  If  you  are  bit 
insecure  right  now,  this  could 
make  you  a little  possessive 
where  your  loved  ones  are 
concerned. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

Your  feels  for  someone  will 
deepen  this  week  whether  you 
want  it  to  or  not.  If  you  aren’t 
ready  to  tell  them,  don’t.  But 
Just  know  they  might  be  feeling 
the  same  way  too. 

Cancer 

(June  22  - July  22) 

Your  thoughts  will  be  turning 
to  your  financial  situation 
lately,  and  it’s  a good  time 
for  you  to  talk  about  money. 
Kepp  track  of  your  expenses 
and  only  buy  things  that  are 
absolutely  necessary  for  you. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

You  really  need  to  figure  out 
how  you  can  make  the  most 
of  your  money  situation  right 
now.  And  if  you  decide  that 
some  financial  arrangement 
you’ve  gotten  yourself  into 
isn’t  really  to  your  advantage, 
don’t  worry.  You  ought  to  be 
able  to  make  a fresh  financial 
start  before  long. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
If  you’ve  got  a number  of 
different  responsibilities  and 
obligations  to  take  care  of,  just 
try  to  deal  with  things  without 
being  too  critical  or  resentful. 


Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
You’ll  really  feel  like  having 
a little  fun  with  your  friends 
soon.  But  just  be  aware  that 
if  you  indulge  yourself  too 
much,  it’s  bound  to  lead  to 
some  trouble  for  you.  Go  hard 
without  going  too  hard. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
You’d  really  rather  just  relax 
at  home  even  if  your  friends 
expect  you  to  get  together  and 
do  something  with  them.  But 
if  you  really  don’t  feel  much 
like  going  out,  then  you  ought 
to  think  about  inviting  some 
friends  over  to  your  dorm  or 
apartment  later. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 
21) 

It’s  a good  time  to  think  about 
what  you  can  do  to  get  ahead. 
Conversations  with  some 
important  people  could  prove 
to  be  very  important  right 
now. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
If  you’ve  been  thinking  about 
spending  a little  money  on 
some  travel  plans,  just  make 
sure  that  you  give  some 
consideration  to  the  cost  of 
anything  you’d  like  to  do. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
If  you  and  your  partner  aren’t 
exactly  seeing  eye  to  eye,  just 
try  to  keep  any  disagreements 
from  getting  too  out  of  hand 
right  now. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

You’ll  have  to  spend  a lot  of 
time  taking  care  of  some  of 
the  more  practical  aspects  of 
life.  And  your  energies  will  be 
better-suited  to  dealing  with 
business  partnerships  than 
personal  ones  right  now. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics . 
com 


elf  the  mark  com 


...**©  IWTKWW-TV  IS  OW  HRS. 

MD  VACtlOrt  O^iWtR, 
TWO  Hwurrs  fOR  *fr£RffR£MC£„. 


off  tfie  marit  by  Mdii<  Pdrisi 


Daily  SuDoku.  Tue  3-Apr-20l2  medium 


B A O N T L 
A K O G I O 
C E C S A S 
O C A A T I 
N B S E J O 
G A R O V Y 
O S T O N B 
A A R L O E 
T P L I L M 
C R S M I A 
H I C A V H 
E C I L E P 
E O L A O B 
SIRS  I F 
E T A P L P 
S A G S R E 
S P I N A C 


Pizza 

P O S E O T 
Y E N A S E 
M O P S U S 
L A K P H S 
S M T R E I 
R A I O C R 
E M T H S L 
P R O N O A 
P K E K A R 
E A C T E L 
P A L L N I 
L I L A N O 
L A E O J T 
E E B □ N U 
B L A S P A 
P P E P A N 
H G R E E N 


A M O T C H 
M R A P V I 
C R T S H I 
T E E N M Z 
A V F O E U 
I G Z I S C 
O Z E L M C 
A N S O O H 
UNICOI 
O C R C R N 
P U E O H I 
S G N R S G 
M A G B U O 
O R G E M U 
R A G U S □ 
A N A B E A 
OLIVES 


ARTICHOKE 

HEARTS 

ASIAGO 

ASPARAGUS 

BACON 

BANANA 

PEPPERS 

BASIL 

BELL  PEPPERS 
BLACK  OLIVES 
BROCCOLI 
CRUST 
EGGPLANT 


FETA 
GARLIC 
GOAT  CHEESE 
GOUDA 
GREEN  OLIVES 
GROUND  BEEF 
HAM 

JALAPENOS 

MONTEREY 

JACK 

MOZZARELLA 
MUSHROOMS 
OLIVE  OIL 


ONIONS 

OYSTERS 

PARMESAN 

PEPPERONI 

PROVOLONE 

RICOTTA 

SALAMI 

SAUSAGE 

SHRIMP 

SPINACH 

TOMATO  SAUCE 

TOMATOES 

ZUCCHINI 


|c|  Daily  Sudd'Ll  Lid  33t2.  .AJI  tighls  r-eseft^Ed. 
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Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s! 


Tbesday.Apdl  lOdi 
Wear  your  shades! 


Drink  Specials: 

Shamrock  Shake  Shot  $4.00 
Guinness  Draft  $4.25 
Irish  Car  Bomb  $6.25 


12  wings  and  a pitcher  of  beer  for  $8.95 
1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 


And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 
Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


28th  Annual 

siRu 


for  a 


&Walk 

oble  cause 


Walk,  Run,  or  Roll  with  us 
on  April  28th,  2012 


'‘^entered  > 
ono-year^ 


at  Stanley  Park  in  Westfield 

To  register,  visit:  http  J/give. noblehospital.org/5k 
Pre-'f^isbation  is  recommended. 

Sponsored  by: 

Andrew  Chertoff.  M.D.,  P.C.  J EFFERSON 


I Stsgeon 


{413)536-7351 


'MORRISON  Qmergency 

Physicians,  P.C. 


Radiology 


EXPERT  FITNESS  ■ Jc 

loeoftMTunJco 


Peter  E.  Pascal.  M.D. 


fSRxjpk^Bank 


WESTFlEtO 

ctttAisatmasnt 


\XfestfieU 

STATE  UMtVERSmr 


obleHospital 

Your  cotrammity  hospital 

115  West  SBver  street . PO.  Boh  1634 
WestBetd,  MA  01086-1^ 

(413)  5»-2811 . twwwJtobieHo^iaaLorg 


Hours  Of  Operation 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Bookstore 

Library 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday  & Thursday 

Monday  - Thursday 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 

8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 

Dining  Commons 

Friday 

Tuesday  & Wednesday 

Friday 

Monday  - Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 

9:00  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 

8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 

Saturday  & Sunday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Saturday  & Sunday 

10:00  ajn.  - 11:00  p.m. 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 

7:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 

Saturday 

Sunday 

4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Pandini’s 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Subway 

Everyday 

Closed  Sunday 

Monday  - Friday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 

Quixotes 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Monday  - Thursday 

Monday  - Friday 

Saturday 

The  Perch 

8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 

. 7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Friday  & Saturday 

Friday 

Saturday  & Sunday 

Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

5:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

RECEIVED 
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WSU  2012  Commencement  to  be  held  at  MassMutual  Center 


Joshua  Clark 

Online  Editor 


Due  to  ongoing  construction 
on  the  university’s  campus,  West- 
field  State  University’s  Class  of 
2012  will  have  their  commencement 
ceremony  at  the  MassMutual  Center 
in  Springfield  this  spring. 

Commencement  will  be  held 
on  Saturday,  May  19,  beginning  at 
3:00  p.m.  sharp  and  will  last  until 
approximately  6:00  p.m. 

Located  in  downtown  Spring- 
field,  the  MassMutual  Center  is 
home  to  the  Springfield  Falcons 
AHL  hockey  team,  the  Springfield 
Armor  minor  league  basketball 
team  and  many  other  events  and 
conferences. 

Meaghan  B.  MacDonald, 
WSU  senior  class  president,  sent 
an  email  out  to  the  student  body 
delivering  the  news.  She  said  that 
the  decision  was  made  with  careful 
thought  and  was  made  with  the  con- 
sideration of  all  groups  that  would 
be  involved. 

“MassMutual  Center  allows 
us  to  avoid  the  disruption  of  con- 
struction while  at  the  same  time  pre- 
serving our  Commencement  tradi- 
tions,” MacDonald  said. 

The  ceremony  will  be  held  in 


the  arena  at  the  MassMutual  Center. 
Doors  open  at  1 :00  p.m.  There  is  no 
reserved  seating  except  for  gradu- 
ates, faculty  and  administration. 

The  families  of  WSU  gradu- 
ates are  welcome  to  attend  and  no 


tickets  or  reservations  are  neces- 
sary. 

Attendees  are  asked  enter  the 
Center’s  main  entrance  on  Falcon’s 
Way  across  from  the  parking  garage 
entrance. 


’’  The  main  reason  the  ceremo- 
ny has  been  moved  away  from  its 
traditional  campus  location  was  the 
impeding  construction  of  University 
Hall  that  has  begun.  The  construc- 
tion of  the  hall  is  scheduled  to  con- 
clude in  the  fall  of  2013  and  will 
make  the  green,  the  usual  spot  for 
the  event,  unsuitable  for  two  to  three 
years. 

MacDonald  said  that  the 
MassMutual  Center  provides  “easy 
access  from  highways,  convenient 
parking,  ample  seating  with  unob- 
structed views,  jumbo  screens  for 
close-up  views  of  graduates,  air 
conditioning  and  no  concerns  about 
inclement  weather.” 

She  concluded  by  saying, 
“The  spirit  of  Westfield  is  in  our 
students,  faculty,  staff,  families  and 
friends.” 

Westfield  State  isn’t  the  only 
school  that  utilizes  the  MassMutual 
Center  for  their  commencement  or 
graduation  ceremonies.  Springfield 
Technical  Community  College, 
Springfield  College  and  area  high 
schools  also  use  the  Center  and  its 
many  amenities. 

More  information  on  West- 
field’s 2012  Commencement,  in- 
cluding directions,  parking  and 
photography  information,  can  be 
found  at  www.westfield.ma.edu/ 
commencement. 


LXO 

photo  by  Westfield  State  University’s  Facebook page 
Construction  on  University  Hall  is  progressing  right  on  sced- 
ule.  What  do  you  think  of  the  construction?  Write  in  and  let  us 
know!  Send  submissions  to  thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
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Quick 

Hits 


Friday 

All  day 

Dunkin’  Seasonal 
“Cherry”  Samples 
^ Dunkin  Donuts  m 


6:00  pm.  ^^8:00  pjti^ 
^ Spring  To  Life 
f Concert 
Ely  Main  Lounge 


8:00 pm:\ 
f Sherlock  Holmes  2 


Westfield  State  University  Campus  Police  Log 

April  1,2012  to  April  7, 2012  i - 


DATE 

04/01/12 


04/01/12 


04/02/12 


04/03/12 


04/04/12 


04/05/12 


04/06/12 


04/07/12 


TIME 

0216 


1550 


1538 


0734 


1334 


2047 


INCIDENT 

MALICIOUS  DEST.(VANDALISM) 

DAMAGE  TO  CHAIR 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

DOMESTIC  DISPUTE 
VERBAL  DISPUTE 

BETWEEN  BOYFRIEND  AND  GIRLHELD 

MALE  STUDENT  ARREST 
OUTSTANDING  WARRANT 
LIQUOR  PERSON  UNDER  21  / POSSESS 

MALICIOUS  DEST.(VANDALISM) 

GRAFFITI  WRITTEN  ON  BATHROOM  WALL 

M/V  ACCIDENT  (PROPERTY  DAMAGE) 
LEAVE  SCENE  OF  PROPERTY  DAMAGE 
UNDER  INVESTIGATION 
SUMMONS  MAILED 

NO  INCIDENTS  TO  REPORT 


NO  INCIDENTS  TO  REPORT 


COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL  (ALCOHOL) 
JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 


LOCATION 

DICKINSON  HALL 

LAMMERS  HALL 

LANSDOWNE  PLACE 

PARENZO  HALL 

COMMUTER  LOT 


LANSDOWNE  PLACE 


Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  something  that  you  read  in  The  Westfield  Voice? 

Send  a Letter  to  the  Editor  to: 
thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
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the  letter  at  all 
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Campus 

Sigma  Tau  Delta  attends 
conference  in  New  Orleans 


photo  by  Allison  Bennett 


Students  and  faculty  gather  for  a group  photo  while  in 
New  Orleans  for  the  annual  Sigma  Tau  Delta  conven- 
tion. 


Lyndon  Seit? 

A&E  Editor 


In  March,  the  Westfield 
State  University  chapter  of  Sig- 
ma Tau  Delta  had  the  fortunate 
opportunity  to  go  to  the  annual 
Sigma  Tau  Delta  convention. 

They  went  to  New  Or- 
leans in  order  for  some  of  the 
students  to  share  their  work, 
chair  sessions,  or  just  experi- 
ence the  conference. 

In  the  group  were  profes- 
sors Glen  Brewster  and  Eliza- 
beth Starr  and  students  Allison 
Bennett,  Erika  Lundgren,  Molly 
Cronin,  Amy  Woody,  Amanda 
Hebson,  Crystal  Lanucha,  Aus- 
tin Hall,  Lyndon  Seitz  and  Jes- 
sica Thelen. 

After  what  was  the  first 
ever  plane  ride  for  a few  of  the 
students,  they  arrived  in  the 
warm  weather  of  New  Orleans, 
where  they  wound  up  taking  a 
limo-bus. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  Mar- 
riott, they  got  their  keys  and 
separated  into  their  rooms, 
preparing  for  the  adventure  at 
hand. 

While  during  the  nights 
they  explored  the  city,  going  to 
places  such  as  the  cafe  Dumont 
and  exploring  the  streets  of 
New  Orleans,  during  the  days 
they  were  mostly  presenting, 
chairing,  or  attending  the  pre- 
sentations of  friends. 

Here  are  some  of  the 
things  the  group  did  while  at  the 
conference. 

Erika  Lundgren  present- 
ed her  work  entitled  “Drown- 
ing”. She  wrote  about  the  ex- 
perience, saying  “If  I could 
say  anything  at  all  about  the 
conference  it  would  be  that 
it  was  an  amazing  experi- 
ence as  an  English  major, 
a student,  and  a young  adult  in 
general. 

“I  got  to  know  my  chapter 
members  so  much  better,  and 
made  memories  1 will  always 


remember.” 

Amy  Woody  had  a large 
role  to  play  at  the  conference, 
being  the  Eastern  region’s  stu- 
dent representative. 

In  addition  to  presenting 
her  own  paper  “Great  Maternal 
Expectations:  Dickens’  Chal- 
lenge of  the  Victorian  Maternal 
Ideal”,  she  hosted  a workshop 
about  recruitment  and  retention, 
which  proved  very  useful  to  all 
who  attended. 

Amanda  Hebson,  who 
chaired  the  presentations 
“American  Faces,  American 
Spaces”  and  “Middle  Eastern 
Literature  and  Film”  was  glad 
to  go  to  the  conference. 

She  said  about  the  trip  “I 
was  great  to  be  surrounded  by 
a group  of  people  from  all  over 
the  U.S.  who  are  passionate 
about  the  same  things  as  I am, 
not  to  mention  the  panels  where 
amazing  to  listen  to,  the  things 
that  you  can  learn.  I’m  glad  I 
went.” 

Other  people  chaired  ses- 
sions at  the  conference  as  well. 
Crystal  Lanucha  chaired  two 
sessions  called  '‘Original  Po- 
etry: A Bitter  Pill  to  Swallow” 
and  Original  Fiction:  Lost  and 
Found.” 

Austin  Hall  chaired  ^two 
sessions,  one  entitled  “Women 


and  British  Literature”  and  an- 
other titled  “Turn  up  the  Mu- 
sic.” 

There  were  also  fun  and 
interesting  events  going  on  dur- 
ing the  evening. 

There  was  a Bad  Poetry 
Night,  in  which  Lyndon  Seitz 
participated. 

Preceding  this  was  a dry 
t-shirt  contest,  in  which  the 
chapters  all  performed  a short 
skit  regarding  their  t-shirts. 

The  Red  & Black  Gala 
Dinner  was  on  our  last  night, 
and  was  an  impressive  showing 
of  just  how  large  this  national 
honor  society  is. 

Jessica  Thelen,  who  pre- 
sented her  poem  entitled  “Se- 
crets of  the  Mind”,  said,  “New 
Orleans  was  a really  good  expe- 
rience for  me. 

“I  have  never  presented 
my  work  before,  and  this  gave 
me  my  first  opportunity  to  do 
so.  I enjoyed  getting  to  know 
member  of  my  chapter  better. 

“1  also  got  to  hear  some 
excellent  poetry,  fiction,  and 
critical  essays  by  students  such 
as  myself.  All  in  all.  New  Or- 
leans was  a great  experience 
and  I can’t  wait  for  Portland.” 

Next  year,  another  group 
of  Sigma  Tau  Delta  members 
will  be  going  to  Portland. 


Student 

Spotlight 

^ b\'  Tim  Callery 


Name:  Alicia  Nurse 
Major:  Criminal  Justice 
Hometown:  Auburn,  MA 


Are  you  involved  with  any  clubs  or  organizations  on  cam- 
pus? 

Well,  when  I’m  not  driving  the  shuttle  for  Public  Safety,  you 
can  most  likely  find  me  stepping  my  heart  out  with  the  rest 
of  the  So  Seductive  Step  Team  around  campus. 

What  can  you  be  found  doing  between  classes? 

If  I’m  not  visiting  my  friends,  then  I’m  usually  cooking 
taco  dip  or  catching  up  on  some  episodes  of  Law  and  Order: 
SVU. 

Biggest  pet  peeve? 

I hate  slow  drivers! 

What 's  your  go-to  song  of  all  time? 

“Pour  Some  Sugar  on  Me”  by  Def  Leppard  will  always  be 
my  favorite  go-to  song.  It  never  gets  old. 

If  you  could  ask  your  future  self  one  question,  what  would 
it  be? 

I would  probably  ask  myself  if  I finished  all  25  items  on  my 
bucket  list. 

The  power  to  fly  or  turn  invisible? 

I would  totally  fly  everywhere.  Being  invisible  would  get 
too  boring  and  too  creepy. 

What  does  the  ideal  Saturday  look  like  to  you? 

A spontaneous  road  trip  with  family  and  friends  would  be 
mint! 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the 
spotlight  - or  know  someone  who 
deserves  it  - email 
thevoice  @w  es1field.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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SGA  Update 

by  Krysta  Livingstone 

- SENIORS:  The  first  annual  ‘senior  send-off’  will  be  on  Friday, 
May  11th  after  commencement  rehearsal.  It  will  include  dinner, 
a comedy  act,  and  a senior  slideshow.  RSVP  mandatory:  contact 
senior  class  president  Meaghan  MacDonald  for  more  informa- 
tion! 


- Tickets  are  now  on  sale  for  the  Mr.  Westfield  pageant.  They  will 
be  $2,  and  are  available  at  the  campus  center  window.  Contact 
sophomore  class  president  Taylor  Fote  for  more  information 

- CLASS  OF  2015:  Your  class  t-shirts  will  be  on  sale  at  the  cam- 
pus center  window.  Contact  your  president  Rich  Darrach  for  more 
information. 

- SPRING  WEEKEND  UPDATE:  There  are  less  than  200  tickets 
left  for  the  Tyga  concert  - get  yours  now  at  the  campus  center 
window.  Tickets  are  $10,  and  you  must  have  a valid  WSU  ID  to 
purchase  one. 

- The  next  SGA  meeting  will  be  Tuesday,  April  17th  at  5:30pm. 


The  views  and  opinions 
expressed  in  The  Westfield 
Voice  do  not  reflect  those 
of  the  staff  or  of  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content 
in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to  voice  your 
own  opinion,  send  a '‘letter  to  the  editor”  to: 

thevoice@mstfield.  ma.  edu. 


HAMMER  THROW  4 X 400  RELAY  THE  BAR 

COMPETE  IN  CO-ED  TEAMS  OF  FOUR  TO  BECOME  THE  ULTIMATE 
OWL  GAMES  CHAMPIONS!  TROPHIES  TO  THE  TOP  3 TEAMS!! 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  14TH 
9:00  AM- 12:00  PM 

FREE  TO  ALL  WESTFIELD  STATE  STUDENTS 

FOR  DETAILS  d TO  SIGN  UP,  EMAIL  JEREMY  OR  JUSTIN  BY  APRIL  1 ITH 
J60ULD7347@WtSTFlELbj4A.EDU  OR  JROETHUN6SHOEFE9655©^STntLDJ4A.EDU 

Sponsorship  provided  by  Residential  Life 


Editor’s 

Desk 


This  poem  is  dedicated  to  aU  of  my  professors,  but  more 
.specifically  to  the  professors  in  the  Communication 
department: 

“What  we  learn  forms  the  filter 
through  which  we  view  the  world. 

What  we  learn 

determines  how  we  live  our  lives. 

Some  teachers  teach  us  the  right  things , 
and  make  them  easy  to  understand.  # 

Some  teachers  make  learning  fun, 
a joy  that  enriches  all  we  do. 

Some  teachers  help  lead  us 
toward  success  and  happiness. 

Some  teachers  are  very  important  to  us;  .6* 

we  will  always  remember  them...” 

- Joanna  Fuchs  ® 

Thank  you  all  for  everything  you  do  for  the  newspaper 
and  for  me.  You’ve  done  more  for  us  than  you  know. 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 
sfahey5744@wesrfield.ma.edu 
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Ramblings  from  a Noninterventionist 

By:  Rob  Donoghue  ' Managing  Editor 


There  are  quite  a few 
topics  I’ve  considered  writing 
about  in  my  column  this  week. 

The  wonderful  news  that 
Rick  Santorum  is  finally  calling 
it  quits  in  the  ongoing  saga  that 
is  the  2012  Republican  presi- 
dential primary  season  comes 
to  mind. 

But  when  are  the  histo- 
rian (aka  Newt  Gingrich)  and 
the  doctor  (aka  Ron  Paul)  going 
to  follow  suit  and  get  out  of  the 
race  so  we  can  have  a Romney 
vs.  Obama  showdown  for  the 
White  House? 

The  latest  developments 
in  the  Trayvon  Martin  story,  in- 
cluding my  feelings  about  the 
disgraceful  biased  American 
media  coverage  of  the  case,  are 
something  else  I’d  like  to  dis- 
cuss. 

My  thoughts  on  health- 
care and  financial  reform  are 
other  topics  I’d  like  to  touch  on 
(but  I doubt  I’ll  have  the  room). 

So  instead  of  wasting 
more  space  previewing  my 
scattered  thought  process,  let’s 
get  into  it. 

But  before  1 start  talking 
about  Santorum  pulling  out  of 
the  race,  I encourage  everyone 
reading  this  column  to  check 
out  www.africa-confidential. 
com. 

I could  try  to  touch  on 
some  of  the  major  events  and 
conflicts  currently  taking  place 
across  the  massive  continent, 
but  I really  don’t  think  I’m  the 
most  knowledgeable  source  to 
get  that  information  from . 

Africa  Confidential  is  a 
tremendous  news  organization 
and  while  they  are  subscription 
based,  they  offer  free  articles 
for  visitors  of  the  site  to  check 
out. 

They  are  one  of  the  best 
organizations  at  covering  Africa 
and  since  our  mainstream  media 
chooses  to  ignore  the  continent 


99%  of  the  time.  I’d  encourage 
anyone  interested  in  what’s  go- 
ing on  in  Africa  to  take  a few 
minutes  and  check  the  site  out. 

As  for  former  Republican 
presidential  candidate  Rick  San- 
torum, I honestly  can’t  believe 
how  many  Americans  supported 
a man  that  let  religion  and  out- 
dated social  views  - at  least  in 
this  columnist’s  opinion  - play 
such  a major  role  in  his  political 
views. 

Clearly  a lot  of  people  dis- 
agree with  me,  but  Santorum’s 

ultra-conservative  views  

often  teetered  on  the  edge  | 
of  being  racist. 

You  can  judge  for 
yourself  by  going  to  You- 
Tube, but  in  my  opinion  it 
seems  like  Santorum  was 
about  to  refer  to  President 
Obama  with  the  n-word  in 
a recent  speech. 

It  still  shocks  me 
that  he  lasted  so  long  in 
the  race.  I 

But  if  you  didn’t  ac-  '■ — 
tually  listen  to  the  words  he  was 
saying,  he  seemed  like  a pretty 
good  candidate. 

The  same  could  be  said 
for  Ron  Paul  too  until  you  real- 
ize that  his  foreign  policy  views 
would  probably  result  in  the 
United  States  being  annihilated 
within  a year  of  his  election. 

But  Santorum  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  lit- 
erally a terrifying  thought  in  my 
opinion.  Gingrich  needs  to  go 
next  because  a Gingrich  presi- 
dency would  be  just  as  scary. 

Mitt  Romney  has  por- 
trayed himself  as  being  more 
conservative  than  he  really  is 
but  his  political  views  are  clear- 
ly more  “mainstream”  than  any 
of  the  other  Republican  candi- 
dates. 

Romney  as  president  is  in 
no  way  a scary  thought  in  my 
opinion.  Both  he  and  Obama  are 


fit  to  be  Commander  in  Chief. 
But  Santorum...  or  Gingrich?  I 
don’t  know  what  has  happened 
to  the  Republican  Party. 

On  to  a topic  that’s  re- 
ally been  on  my  mind  lately:  the 
tragic  Trayvon  Martin  saga. 

I have  no  idea  what  really 
happened  on  that  fateful  Febru- 
ary night. 

And  I may  never  know  if 
George  Zimmerman  was  really 
acting  in  self-defense  or  if  he 
physically  confronted  Trayvon 
Martin  first. 


“The  hard  news  story 
shouldn ’t  insert  opinion 
or  intentionally  shape  the 
story  to  promote  a specific 
agenda  or  push  readers  to 
agree  with  a certain  side” 

J 

But  echoing  what  other 
commentators  have  said,  what 
I do  know  is  that  many  main- 
stream media  outlets  have 
shamefully  twisted  the  case  in 
ways  that  fit  their  political  agen- 
das. 

While  MSNBC  con- 
tributor Toure  was  calling  out 
Piers  Morgan  on  CNN  for  a 
lack  of  journalistic  integrity 
and  knowledge  of  American 
culture  while  simultaneously 
defending  the  practices  of  The 
National  Broadcasting  Com- 
pany, NBC  was  busy  editing 
the  audio  recording  of  George 
Zimmerman’s  911  call  to  make 
him  appear  racist...  yeah  Toure, 
that’s  a good  showing  of  jour- 
nalistic integrity  by  NBC  right 
there. 

Did  NBC  make  a con- 
scious decision  as  a liberal- 
leaning news  outlet  to  delete  the 


911  operator’s  question  of  what 
race  the  “suspect”  was  in  order 
to  make  Zimmerman  look  like 
a racist? 

Was  the  decision  made  to 
advance  a particular  agenda? 
We’ll  never  know  for  sure,  but 
either  way,  what  NBC  did  was 
unethical  and  unprofessional 
and  clearly  shaped  the  way  the 
story  was  transmitted  to  the  au- 
dience. 

Certain  media  outlets 
have  displayed  a younger  pho- 
tograph of  Trayvon  Martin  and 

used  softer  language 

I to  evoke  feelings  of 
sympathy  while  using 
Zimmerman’s  mug  shot 
to  make  the  neighbor- 
hood watchman  look 
like  a hardened  crimi- 
nal. 

Other  outlets  have 
used  a picture  of  Tray- 
von Martin  with  gold 
teeth  or  his  middle  fin- 
ger up  and  talked  about 
the  teen  like  he  was  a 
drug  addict  thug  while  portray- 
ing Zimmerman  as  a good  guy 
accompanied  by  a picture  of 
him  in  a suit. 

The  media  has  made 
conscious  decisions  of  how  to 
portray  both  Martin  and  Zim- 
merman. 

The  right  wing  Daily  Call- 
er posted  hundreds  of  tweets 
from  an  account  that  suppos- 
edly belonged  to  Trayvon  in 
order  to  make  him  look  like 
a gangster  who  was  up  to  no 
good. 

The  news  site  also  en- 
hanced and  digitized , surveil- 
lance footage  of  Zimmerman’s 
head  to  show  proof  that  he  had 
suffered  a laceration  from  his 
alleged  altercation  with  Tray- 
von. 

Putting  the  facts  of  the 
case  aside,  the  media  has  failed 
Americans  in  covering  this  sto- 


ry- 

The  story  wasn’t  even 
picked  up  by  a major  news  net- 
work until  the  political  agendas 
found  their  way  into  the  situa- 
tion. 

The  Trayvon  Martin  story 
is  at  its  heart  a hard  news  story, 
not  an  opinion  piece  (like  what 
you’re  reading  write  now). 

Commentators  can  pipe 
in  with  as  many  views  and  opin- 
ions as  they’d  like,  but  mixing 
facts  with  opinions  in  a hard 
news  story  or  twisting  the  facts 
while  pretending  to  be  unbiased 
is  just  improper. 

The  purpose  is  to  list  all 
known  facts  without  inserting 
opinion  or  twisting  the  facts 
to  align  with  a certain  agenda. 
So  the  American  media  has 
tragically  failed  us  as  citizens  in 
covering  this  story. 

After  the  story  that  ran 
last  week  of  student  allegations 
of  racial  profiling  during  a Pub- 
lic Safety  investigation.  I’ve 
had  different  comments  and  re- 
actions from  a wide  variety  of 
readers. 

First  off,  it’s  nice  to  know 
that  a lot  of  people  are  actually 
reading  the  newspaper. 

But  second,  the  greatest 
feedback  I received  on  the  ar- 
ticle as  a reporter  and  editor  is 
that  it  was  good  journalism. 

The  goal  was  to  give  as 
much  information  as  possible 
and  present  both  sides  of  the 
story. 

Debate  is  good,  and  look- 
ing through  the  facts  to  reach  an 
opinion  is  the  reader’s  job. 

The  hard  news  story 
shouldn’t  insert  opinion  or  in- 
tentionally shape  the  story  to 
promote  a specific  agenda  or 
push  readers  to  agree  with  a cer- 
tain side.  That’s  unprofessional 
and  unethical. 

Plain  and  simple,  it’s  just 
bad  journalism. 
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ArtsesEntertainment 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Joseph  Conrad’s  “Heart  of  Darkness”:  The  Horrors  of  European  Colonization 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Recently  in  my  British 
Literature  class,  we  read  Joseph 
Conrad’s  infamous  novella 
“Heart  of  Darkness.” 

I had  heard  of  the  work, 
but  had  never  read  it  before.  All 
I knew  about  it  was  that  it  was 
atx)ut  the  Congo. 

However,  after  finishing 
“Heart  of  Darkness,”  I realized 
that  it  was  about  so  much  more. 
The  novella  focuses  on  the  hor- 
rors of  European  colonization 
in  Africa  and  the  European’s 
terrible  treatment  of  the  Afri- 
cans that  live  there. 

Although  these  are  key 
points  throughout  the  novella, 
they  are  not  the  focus. 

“Heart  of  Darkness”  fo- 


cuses on  the  main  character  and 
primary  narrator  Charles  Mar- 
low, an  Englishman  that  tells 
the  tale  of  his  job  as  a steamboat 
captain  in  Africa.  He  is  hired  to 
transport  ivory  downriver. 

However,  when  he  arrives 
in  Africa,  he  finds  out  that  the 
steamboat  that  he  is  supposed  to 
captain  has  been  wrecked. 

In  order  to  do  his  job,  he 
now  has  to  fix  the  boat  himself, 
which  takes  months. 

Although,  his  main  ob- 
ject is  to  return  Kurtz,  an  ivory 
trader  whose  business  practices 
have  fallen  ‘fallen  out  of  favor’ 
back  to  England. 

Throughout  his  journey, 
Marlow  encounters  various 
aspects  of  the  jungle  deemed 
to  be  part  of  an  overwhelming 
darkness:  the  jungle  itself,  the 
cruel  treatment  of  the  natives 
by  the  Europeans,  and  the  over- 


whelming darkness  hidden 
within  every  human  being  for 
taking  part  in  these  acts  of  evil 
or  doing  nothing  to  stop  such 
acts. 

When  Marlow  first  ar- 
rives in  the  jungle,  he  sees  a 
group  of  starving  natives  being 
used  as  the  European  colonizers 
as  slave  labor. 

All  of  these  natives  are 
sick,  injured,  and  dying  of  vari- 
ous diseases.  Out  of  pity  and 
perhaps  even  curiosity,  Marlow 
gives  one  of  his  biscuits  to  one 
of  the  natives,  who  warily  takes 
it  and  eats  it. 

Marlow  eventually  fixes 
up  the  steamship  and  sets  sail 
with  a crew  of  Europeans  and 
natives. 

However,  they  are  at- 
tacked by  natives,  and  sustain 
casualties.  When  they  finally 
find  Kurtz,  he  is  severely  ill. 


When  Marlow  finally 
encounters  Kurtz,  he  finds  a 
kindred  spirit  and  nurses  him. 
However,  Marlow  also  gets 
sick,  and  after  awhile,  is  sent 
back  to  England. 

In  England,  he  finds  him- 


photo  by  msu.edu 

self  alone;  no  one  understands 
what  he  went  through  and  no 
one  can  imagine  what  horrors 
he  has  seen. 

I strongly  recommend  this 
famous,  dark,  and  extremely 
well  written  novella. 


VOTE  FOR  YOUR  CLASS  COUNaL  AND 

Tirkcfc  whw AN  CAI  c 

STUDENT  GOVERNMENT  REPRESENTATIVES! 

1 liyif  Wll AirtliiC 

VOTE 

imgjppr 

for  Mr,  Westfield  2012! 

TTE  CAf^IDATES  ARE  IN,  .A-ND  NOW  ITIS  TIME  TO  USE  YCXJft  YQICE! 

Ci|  wliipyi  Lmmi  iiinyyw 

ELECTIONS  WILL  TAKE  PLACE 

ON  TUESDAY.  APRIL  17TH.  BE^INNINa  AT  9AM, 

AND  WILL  REMAIL  ON  COlLEeiATE  LINK  UNTIL 

V/EDNESDAY,  APRIL  18TH,  ENDING  AT  11:59  PMl 

To  vote,  simply  look  for  the  pop-up  on 

AAyWestfield,  which  will  bring  you  to 
COLLEGIATE  LI^4K! 

Make-A’Wish  Fouiidation 

Ali  stijdents,.inc!uding  grcriiming  seniors,  <re  encouraged  to  vote 
fc^  those  who  will  be  rep-resentir^  the  student  botfyl 

Saturday,  April  28  7:30  PM  Dever  Stage 

The  Westfield  Voice 
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A&E 

Quick  Info 


Top  10  Singles 

1 . fun.  - We  Are  Young 

2.  Justin  Bieber  - Boy- 
friend 

3.  Goyte  - Somebody 
That  I Used  To  Know 

4.  The  Wanted  - Glad 
You  Came 

5.  Kelly  Clarkson  - 
Stronger 

6.  Starships  - Nicki 
Minaj 

7.  Flo  Rida  - Wild  Ones 

8.  Katy  Perry  - Part  Of 
Me 

9.  One  Direction  - What 
Makes  You  Beautiful 

10.  Carly  Rae  Jepsen  - 
Call  Me  Maybe 


Top  Movies 

1 . The  Hunger  Games 

2.  American  Reunion 

3.  Titanic 

4.  Wrath  of  the  Titans 

5.  Mirror  Mirror 


Upcoming  DVD  Releases 

1.  Mission:  Impossible  - 
Ghost  Protocol 

2.  Bom  to  Be  Wild 

3.  Seven  Below" 

4.  Contraband 


Top  Albums 

1 . Madonna  - MDNA 

2.  Lionel  Richie  - 
Tuskegee 

3. Adele-21 

4.  Shinedown  - Amaryllis 

5.  Soundtrack  - The 
Hunger  Games 

6.  One  Direction  - Up  All 
Night 

7.  Katy  Perry  - Teenage 
Dream 

8.  The  Used  - Vulnerable 

9.  Bruce  Springsteen  - 
Wrecking  Ball 

10.  Various  Artists  - 
NOW  41 


Arts&ERtertainmen  ■ 

MTG’s  “The  25th  Putnam  County  Annual  Spelling  Bee”  brings  laughs 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


Earlier  this  week,  1 was 
fortunate  enough  to  attend  a 
rehearsal  of  Musical  Theater 
Guild’s  production  of  “The 
25th  Putnam  County  Annual 
Spelling  Bee. 

The  musical  is  comi- 
cal and  surreal,  bringing  many 
laughs  and  chuckles. 

The  musical  centers  on 
a group  of  young,  eccentric 
students  that  take  part  in  their 
county’s  annual  spelling  bee. 

One  student  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  a gay  male  couple,  anoth- 
er is  a perfectionist  and  has  to 
be  the  best  at  everything. 

One  boy  experiences  an 
unfortunate  problem  which 


gets  him  eliminated  from  the 
Bee  and  another  suffers  from 
a medical  issue  involving  his 
nose. 

A different  student  has 
absentee  parents,  one  of  which 
is  traveling  abroad,  while  an- 
other student  dresses  in  a Safari 
uniform. 

Each  student  is  quirky, 
harbors  high  hopes,  and  plans 
on  winning  the  Bee.  The  Bee  is 
run  by  the  school’s  strange  vice 
principle,  played  with  a flour- 
ish by  Barrett  Tamaren-Leddy, 
and  another  school  official. 

The  Bee  takes  place  in  a 
typical  gymnasium  setting. 

A unique  feature  of  the 
Bee,  however,  is  that  an  ex- 
con  doing  community  service 
serves  as  a comforter  when  a 
child  gets  eliminated  from  the 


Bee. 

When  a child  is  elimi- 
nated, the  parolee  gives  them 
a hug,  and  hands  them  a juice 
box. 

However,  this  is  a far  cry 
from  your  typical  run  of  the 
mill  musical. 

This  musical  features 
dirty  Jokes  and  songs,  surreal 
imagery,  and  overall  shenani- 
gans that  make  “The  25th  An- 
nual Putnam  County  Spelling 
Bee”  a unique  musical  in  and 
of  itself. 

An  interesting  aspect  of 
the  show  is  that  four  randomly 
selected  audience  members  are 
called  up  to  the  stage  to  take 
part  in  the  Bee  along  with  the 
actors. 

These  audience  mem- 
bers, like  the  actors,  are  called 


up  to  the  microphone  and  asked 
to  spell  words,  ranging  from 
easy,  elementary  words  such  as 
“COW”  to  difficult,  interesting 
words  like  “lysergic  acid  dieth- 
ylamide (LSD).” 

These  audience  members 
also  laugh  and  dance  with  the 
actors  and  remain  onstage  un- 
til they  are  eliminated  by  mis- 
spelling a word. 

All  I can  say  is,  see  this 
show  if  you  have  the  chance! 
Tonight  there  is  a show  at  7:30. 
On  Saturday  there’s  a matinee 
at  2 and  on  Sunday  night  the 
show  closes  with  a show  at 
7:30.  The  entire  cast  and  crew 
did  an  amazing  Job  with  this 
show. 

With  this  show,  MTG 
continues  to  make  me  laugh,  so 
don’t  miss  out. 


The  Westfield  Voice 


8 Sports 

WSU  softball  takes  down  Pioneers  as  Tomich  sets  records 


photo  by  Matt  Jardin 

Westfield’s  Brittany  Dussault  is  retired  at  homeplate. 


1\  ler  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


After  only  scoring  one  run 
in  their  previous  four  games,  the 
Westfield  State  Owls  softball 
team  knew  that  they  had  to  start 
hitting  if  they  wanted  to  make 
progress  this  season. 

On  Monday,  April  9,  the 
Owls  found  their  bats  in  a big 
way.  In  a 1 3 hit  brigade  that  ac- 
cumulated eight  runs,  Westfield 
had  little  difficulty  with  the 
Smith  College  Pioneers,  beat- 
ing them  in  a mercy  rule  game 
8-0  in  five  innings. 

It  also  did  not  hurt  that 
star  pitcher  senior  Madeline 
Tomich  . was  on  the  mound 


for  Westfield. 

Tomich  was  on  fire,  as  she 
threw  a one  hitter,  and  struck 
out  10  batters. 

The  victory  and  10  strike- 
outs were  even  more  significant 
as  Tomich  passed  former  hurler 
Chelsea  Sylvia  (who  played 
for  the  Owls  from  2001-2009) 
with  career  wins  and  strikeouts, 
tallying  42  victories  and  482 
strikeouts  to  this  point. 

Tomich ’s  no  hitter  was 
broken  up  in  the  top  of  the  fifth 
inning  as  Smith’s  Edie  Richards 
connected  on  a Tomich  pitch  for 
a double. 

With  the  victory.  West- 
field  is  now  9-12  this  season  (as 
of  April  11).  Tomich  is  6-4  this 
year  with  a 2.22  era. 

All  but  one  Westfield 


player  had  a hit  in  the  game. 
The  offensive  onslaught  really 
began  in  the  first  inning  when 
the  Owls  put  two  runs  on  the 
board  after  second  basemen 
Breanne  Bisceglia  got  a base  hit 
and  brought  in  two  of  her  team- 
mates. 

Bisceglia  had  three  hits 
in  the  game  and  three  RBI’s 
as  well.  Along  with  Bisceglia, 
junior  right  fielder  Courtney 
Begin  had  a very  good  game  as 
well,  as  she  was  three  for  four 
with  an  RBI  out  of  the  leadoff 
spot. 

In  the  fifth  inning,  the' 
game  was  stopped  after  the 
Owls  brought  in  five  runs  in  the 
inning  to  defeat  the  Pioneers  by 
the  mercy  rule. 

The  Owls  know  that  they 


have  the  pitching  to  make  a 
strong  run  this  season. 

However,  they  need  their 
bats  to  heat  up  as  they  did  in  this 
game  if  they  want  to  be  consid- 
ered a contender  in  the  strong 


MASCAC  conference. 

Westfield  plays  a home 
doubleheader  against  Salem 
State  on  Monday,  April  16,  with 
the  first  game  set  to  begin  at 
12:00  p.m. 


Student-athletes  stress  sportsmanship 
during  visit  to  local  elementary  school 


photo  by  Nancy  Bals 
Westfield  State  track  and  field  athlete  Mike  Kelleher 
leads  a kickball  game  with  Franklin  Avenue  Elementry 
School  students. 


Matt  Jardin 

Voice  Reporter 


Ten  Westfield  Stote  Uni- 
versity student-athletes  ap- 
peared at  the  Franklin  Avenue 
Elementary  School  in  Westfield 
on  Monday.  April  9,  to  promote 
sportsmanship  and  academics 
as  part  of  the  inaugural  NCAA 
Division  III  week. 

“Two  members  of  our 
men’s  ice  hockey  team  and 
eight  track  and  field  athletes 
taught  the  20  fourth  and  fifth 
graders  about  sportsmanship 
and  talked  to  them  about  life  as 
college  students,”  said  Nancy 
Bals,  Westfield  State  associate 
athletics  director. 

The  student-athletes  held 
a question-and-answer  session 
with  the  elementary  school  stu- 
dents, who  asked  about  living 
in  residence  halls,  playing  col- 
legiate sports  and  getting  along 
with  roommates  and  team- 


“The  kids  were  really 
excited  to  get  to  talk  to  college 
students  and  find  out  what  col- 
lege is  like,”  said  Bals. 

“One  of  the  major  les- 
sons taught  was  that  even  if  you 
don’t  get  along  with  a team- 
mateor  roommate,  you  have  to 
respect  each  other  and  work  to- 
gether.” 

After  the  Q and  A ses- 


sion, there  was  a kickball  game 
that  pitted  the  Westfield  State 
student-athletes  against  the  el- 
ementary school  students. 

“The  staff  at  the  Frank- 
lin Avenue  school  told  me  that 
the  kids  who  participated  in  the 
kickball  game  were  kids  who 
normally  would  not  play  sports, 
so  it  was  good  to  see  them  out 
there  playing,”  said  Bals. 


Upcoming  WSU  Home  Games 

Monday,  April  16 

Baseball  vs.  Salem  State  (DH) 

@ 12:00  p.m.  & 2:30  p.m. 

Softball  vs.  Salem  State  (DH) 

@ 12:00  p.m.  & 2:00  p.m. 

Thursday,  April  19 

Baseball  vs.  Western  New  England 
@ 3:30  p.m. 

Support  your  Owls! 

Are  you  a fan  of  Westfield  State  Athletics? 

Do  you  regulary  attend  your  favorite 
Owls  home  games? 

Then  write  about  it! 

Send  your  WSU  sports  stories  to: 
thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 


mates. 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Morning  Joe  Bj:  Joey  Cooper 

'WeekCy  Look  at  tke  'WorCcC of  Sjyorts”  Sports  Editor 


With  the  absence  of  Tiger 
Woods  being  a serious  contend- 
er in  PGA  major  championships 
since  his  storied  accident  of 
2009,  there  have  been  a number 
of  no  name  players  at  the  top  of 
leader  boards. 

Since  Woods  has  been 
out  of  contention  for  some  time 
now,  this  period  of  time  served 
as  a period  of  time  for  young 
players  to  take  their  hold  over 
the  world  rankings. 

The  PGA  Tour  needed 
some  new  names  to  catch  the 
eyes  of  a casual  golf  fan,  and  a 
number  of  players  did  exactly 
that.  Players  such  as  Rory  Mcll- 
roy,  Keegan  Bradley  and  Martin 
Kaymer  have  won  major  cham- 
pionships since  2009  giving  the 
game  some  new  faces  to  fol- 
low. 

Winning  the  Arnold 
Palmer  Invitational  two  weeks 


prior  to  the  Masters  was  Woods’ 
first  official  tournament  victory 
since  2009. 

It  was  clear  Tiger  was 
back  in  his  elite  form  looking  to 
steal  the  show  once  again  at  Au- 
gusta National,  which  has  been 
his  stomping  ground,  winning 
four  championships  by  a com- 
bined 14  strokes. 

It  was  a well  below  aver- 
age performance  at  the  Masters 
for  Woods  last  weekend.  He 
finished  five  over  par,  failing  to 
take  advantage  of  the  par  fives 
he  once  dominated. 

This  left  the  door  wide 
open  for  those  both  young  and 
old  to  take  the  moment  into 
their  own  hands. 

The  past  two  seasons 
have  had  incredible  finishes,  in- 
cluding a half  dozen  contenders 
leading  up  to  the  final  18  holes. 

PGA  Tour  favorite  Phil 


Mickelson  was  the  one  to  lose 
the  lead  early  Sunday  on  the 
fourth  hole,  tripling  a par  three, 
to  dig  himself  in  a hole  he  could 
never  get  out  of. 

Louis  Oosthuizen  of 
South  Africa  made  one  of  the 
best  shots  in  major  champion- 
ship history  as  he  double-eagled 
the  second  hole  taking  the  lead 
at  10-under-par. 

Although  the  incredible 
surge  on  the  front  helped  the  27 
year  old  the  lead,  his  opponent 
playing  alongside  him,  Bubba 
Watson,  evened  things  up  on 
the  back  nine  as  he  birdied  four 
consecutive  holes. 

After  missed  birdie  putts 
by  both  men  on  the  18th  hole, 
they  went  to  a playoff  to  figure 
things  out  on  the  famous  back 
nine  of  America’s  most  remark- 
able golf  course. 

The  Playoff  began  on  the 


18th  once  again,  where  the  pars 
continued,  forcing  an  additional 
playoff  on  the  downhill  10th 
hole. 

After  a poor  tee  shot, 
Bubba  Watson  made  an  incred- 
ible approach,  hooking  a shot 
40  yards  to  the  right  out  of  the 
woods,  as  his  ball  was  sitting  on 
pine  straw.  An  easy  two  putt  for 
par  was  all  it  took  for  Watson, 
the  Florida  native,  to  win  the 
Masters. 

Although  he  has  failed  to 
win  a major  championship  prior 
to  this  tournament,  Watson  has 
an  enormous  following,  as  he  is 
an  extremely  likeable  guy. 

Despite  Woods  and  Mick- 
elson falling  short  in  the  2012 
Masters,  opportunities  for  other 
players  to  shine  is  great  for  the 
game  of  golf. 

This  allows  a chance 
for  the  deep  field  of  the  PGA 


to  shine  on  the  biggest  stage, 
showing  how  far  the  game  has 
come  along  in  the  past  century. 
The  competition  is  not  what  it 
once  was,  with  only  a hand  full 
of  contenders. 

The  past  few  years  have 
shown  how  players  from  other 
countries  outside  of  the  U.S. 
are  starting  to  become  seri- 
ous threats  on  the  Tour.  For 
example,  since  2010  Northern 
Ireland  has  produced  three  dif- 
ferent major  champions. 

Having  international  play- 
ers winning  tournaments  on  the 
biggest  stage  of  golf  across  the 
globe  increases  the  fan  base  for 
the  sport  that  is  once  again  try- 
ing to  find  its  identity. 

It  doesn’t  matter  where 
players  are  ranked,  as  these 
four-day  tournaments  show; 
you  never  know  who  could  be 
leading  by  Sunday  afternoon. 


This  weeks 
specialsl 

Sm  Cheese  Pizza 
just  5 bucks! 
Order  $10  or  more 
and  its  only  $4! 
(limit  2) 

WWW* 

Hove  you  tried  our  10 
styles  of  wings?! 


HTTP://WWWi»APeRaTYPIZZeftIA.COM 


Take  out  or  Deliven’ 


Planning  a 
event?  Let  us 
do  the  work! 
call  for  speical 
pricing! 

Want  something 
different?  Try  our 
new  Indian  menu! 


10  Wings,  Lg  Fries 
and  a 2[tr  Soda 
for  just  $10.50! 

Like  us  on 

Facebook 

HTTP : //<*ww . fee*  book  .co«Tv/Pop«rCttyPi  **o 


78  Franklin  St. 

413-562-8500 
- Hours  - 

Mon  - Thurs  11  to  10 
Fri  A Sat  11  to  11 
Sunday  12  to  10 
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OIL  CHANGE  PQfflgS 


Oil  and  filter  change 

-up  to  5 quarts  of  conventional  oil 

Rotate  and  inspect  4 tires 


Courtesy  check  including 
visual  brake  check 

-battery,  air  filter,  fluid,  belts  & hoses 


H*9h  ir^ieegs,  ©Os  ard  ecra.  Vy©p  fee  «?r«. 

fee  r^teserts  csst  ard  iKsfns.  See  fv  shop  fee  caloKaPcn-  appocabte  lax.  Tire  '3ladon  a!  roe  cf 

se^rCfe.  Cash  va^i,^  I/lCCth  Cstoor  re^r^  a?  tioe  of  purchase.  H-st  va.io  wttn  c?her  offers.  VatiS  a? 

aarr-opatir-g  locaaarfis)  l-ssec  be.ouL  if  sc-aJ.  copies  cf  traf>sfered  arvo  whe-e  pr^gc.ied  by  iaw.  * J^es  4/50Ali 


smnjwmsp 


brake:  seRvicE  ? 

LIFETIME  GUARANTEED  I 

BRAKE  PADS  OR  SHOES  INSTALLED 


UP  TO 


OFF 

^25  OFF 

per  axle 


• Comprehensive  brake  system  evaluation 

Oi&coi»fiC  off  regular  price.  Iderme  guarantee  vabd  tor  as  kmg  as  yow  o«mi  your  cac  See  manage 
guaramee  terms.  Consuciier  pays  aft  tax.  Most  yetecirv.  Cash  vatoe  1/IOOlh  of  t<.  Coupon  regrere 
wrarrartVy  rertemptioRS.  Vafid  at  partk: 
here  profdhrted  by  Lm.  Expires  4/XV17. 


GREAT  SAVINGS 


10  OFF  *20  0FF*30  OFF 


SERVICES 
OVER  $100 


SERVICES 
OVER  $200 


SERVICES 
OVER  $300 


Brakes,  Exhaust,  Suspension,  Wheel  Alignments, 
Belts,  Hoses,  Headlamps,  Bulbs  and  More! 

Fulodes  tires,  batteries  aodcil  rfwnges.  0rs£Ootg  off  regatar  prtce.  Consomer  pays  ati  tax.  Most  ve^ectes.  Cai^ 
t/iOOtb  of  If.  Cotgxm  reqtiifed  at  bme  of  purchase.  Ooe  coopon  per  totaf  mvoire.  Not  valid  rmlh  other 
kmfs)  hsaed  belatv  Void  if  sobf.  copied  or  tiansfened  and  ntiere  prohibited 

. 4/3aa2. 


STUDENT  SAVINGS 


10%0FFI?rW 

WITH 

WESTFIELD  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT  ID 

(excludes  tax) 

Discount  off  regoUr  price.  Consumer  pays  all  tax.  Most  veficles.  Cash  value  VTOOIh  of  If.  Oiupon  legufred  at 
time  of  purchase.  One  coupon  per  bital  invoice.  Hot  vahd  with  other  offers.  Vabd  at  partidpabng  locabonis} 
bsted  belowL  Votf  if  sold,  craned  w t/ansfecred  and  where  profribited  by  law.  Expires  4/3Jvi2- 


Trust  the  Midas  touch.® 


WESTFIELD  302  E Main  St  413-568-8621 


Pi 


The  Westfield  Voice 


GamesLeisure 
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> Aries 

[ (March  21  - April  20) 

^ You  won’t  really  have  the 
U energy  to  go  out  and  get  into 
too  much  trouble.  It’s  a much 
better  time  for  you  to  just  focus 
on  taking  care  of  whatever 
needs  to  be  dealt  with  right 
now  anyway. 

Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

You  should  be  much  better 
able  to  understand  someone 
else’s  point  of  view  , and  your 
ability  to  communicate  your 
own  thoughts  and  feelings 
will  be  very  good  as  well.  Just 
make  sure  that  you  spend  as 
much  time  listening  to  other 
people’s  views  as  you  do 
expressing  your  own  right 
now. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

If  someone  expects  you  to 
spend  a little  money  on  them, 
, you’ll  be  somewhat  reluctant. 
, But  try  not  to  be  too  tight-fisted 
■ right  now.  If  you’re  too  rigid, 
I it  can  only  lead  to  trouble. 

Cancer 

(June  22  - July  22) 

f your  energy  level  has  been 
a little  low  lately,  things  will 
definitely  start  picking  up  a 
bit.  And  you  should  really  try 
to  use  your  increased  energy  to 
deal  with  all  your  obligations. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

If  you  don’t  have  the  chance 
to  express  your  feelings  for 
others,  try  to  find  some  other 
ways  to  show  them  just  how 
much  you  care. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’ll  really  be  able  to  have 
a great  time  with  your  loved 
ones.  Your  connection  with 
your  children  will  be  quite 
strong  right  now  as  well. 

courtesy  of  calif orniapsychics. 
com 


Libra 

(September  23  - October 

22) 

If  you  have  to  have  some 
serious  conversations  with 
a few  people,  you  could 
end  up  saying  something 
inappropriate  that  stirs  up 
some  trouble.  Just  remember 
that  good  communication  will 
be  very  important. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Now’s  a good  time  to  think 
about  how  you  can  start  making 
some  big  things  happen  for 
yourself.  And  you’ll  really  be 
able  to  get  some  good  advice 
from  some  of  the  people  you 
meet. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

Try  to  assess  your  financial 
needs  and  capabilities  the  best 
you  can  right  now.  But  don’t 
be  disappointed  if  you  feel 
that  you  don’t  have  everything 
you  need. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
Your  intuition  will  be  very 
strong  at  the  moment,  and 
you  could  even  end  up  having 
some  very  powerful  dreams. 
So  don’t  hesitate  to  follow 
your  instincts. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
If  you  feel  like  you’ve  been 
burdened  by  too  many 
obligations  to  some  of  your 
friends  lately,  try  to  do  your 
best  to  hang  in  there  a little 
while  longer. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

You  should  really  try  to  think 
about  how  you  can  use  your 
social  contacts  to  improve 
your  career  prospects  in  the 
days  ahead.  And  don’t  be 
afraid  to  share  your  feelings 
with  any  important  people  in 
your  life. 


oUtfiemarft  byAAaivPd/isi 


off  ffie  Ifiarit  br,^  Marir  Par  ISI 


off  ffie  maift  by  .Mark  Pans! 


V'ltiJOW  WUM"  «£XU.V 


Daily  SuDoku:  Sun  8-Apr-20l2  medium 
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ALBATROSS 

CONDOR 

GROSS 

ROUGH 

APPROACH 

COURSE 

SCORE 

RULES 

BACK  NINE 

DIVOT 

HANDICAP 

SHOT 

BACKSPIN 

DRIVER 

HOLE  IN 

SLICE 

BALL 

DRIVING 

ONE 

STROKE 

BIRDIE 

RANGE 

HOLES 

SWING 

BOGEY 

EAGLE 

HOOK 

TEE  OFF 

BUNKER 

FAIRWAY 

IRON 

TREES 

CADDIE 

FLAGSTICK 

NET 

WATER 

CART 

FOR 

SCORE 

HAZAF 

CHIP 

GREEN 

PAR 

wedge 

CLUBHOUSE 

CLUBS 

GRIP 

PUTTER 

WOOD 

(c|  Dk^ily  Sudokj  Lid  3012,  .*11  'Ighfe  ■lese  .'sd 
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The  Westfield  Voice 


Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s! 

'Aiesday,  April  17th 

“CEO'j  md  Hoes  Party” 

Drink  Specials: 

Gin  and  Tonic  $4.00 
Mike’s  Hard  Lemonade  Flavors  $3.25 
3 Olive  Loopy  Shot  $4.25 
Bacardi  Rum  Shot  $4.00 


12  wings  and  a pitcher  of  beer  for  $8.95 
1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 


And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 
Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


28th  Annual 


siRulZl&Walk 


for  a 


loble  cause 

Walk,  Run,  or  Roll  with  us 


r^Particpant,^ 

on  April  28th,  2012  > 

at  Stanley  Park  in  Westfield 

To  register,  visit;  http://give.nobiehospital.org/5k  " • . ^ ^ 

Pre-registration  is  recommended. 

Sponsored  toy; 

Andrew  Chertoff,  M.D.,  P.C.  J EFFERSON 


Ra  DIOLOGY 


{413)536-7361 


tMORRiSON  Qmergency 

Physicians.  P.C, 


KjoltiflirXoaf 


r(terE.Pmc4L\lD. 


isiLopicsBank  - ’Westfield 


STATE  yNivEHsary 


obleHospital 

Your  community  hospital 

IIS  West  ^ver  Smst . P.O.  Box  1634 
Westfta^  MA  01066-1634 
(41^  S66-2811  . wwwJ4ot3taHospilal.org 


Hours  Of  Operation 


lb' 

Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
7:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

12:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m.. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  a.m. 

The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m. 


Bookstore 

Monday  & Thursday 
9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 
Tuesday  & Wednesday 
9:00  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 
Friday 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

11:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 
Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  a.m.  - 9:30  p.m. 
Friday 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 a.m.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m.  - 5p.m. 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
5:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


mt  Mtstfidb 
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Ely  Hall  construction  will  force  early  semester  closings 


photo  by  Westfield  State  University’s  Facebook  page 
Ely  Hall  will  be  undergoing  serious  renovations. 


Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 


As  renovations  begin  at  West- 
field  Statue  University,  many  cam- 
pus hot  s|X)ts  will  close  for  construc- 
tion before  the  semester  ends. 

Major  renovations  to  the  Ely 
Campus  Center,  Wellness  Center, 
Third  World  Room  and  SGA  head- 
quarters will  begin  within  the  next 
few  weeks,  which  means  that  parts 
of  the  building  will  become  off- 
limits. 

“In  order  to  allow  enough 
time  to  complete  the  renovation 
work,  portions  of  the  Ely  building 
will  need  to  close  before  the  end  of 
the  semester,”  said  Curt  Robie,  As- 
sistant Vice  President  of  Adminis- 
tration for  Facilities  and  Operations, 
in  an  email  sent  campus-wide. 

“This  will  present  some  in- 
convenience but  will  guarantee  a 
completed  project  for  the  opening 
of  the  fall  semester.” 

The  Wellness  Center  in  the 
basement  of  Ely  has  closed.  On 
April  23,  Subway  and  Jazzman’s 
will  close.  Get  a smoothie  while 
they  last  - although  Subway  will  be 
reopening  next  semester.  Jazzman’s 
will  not. 

Also  next  Monday,  April  24, 
Ely  Campus  Center  will  close,  only 


to  be  temporarily  relocated  to  the 
old  bookstore  space. 

“The  project  team  has  been 
working  with  students,  faculty  and 
staff  affected  to  develop  a closing 
schedule,”  Robie  said.  “Every  ef- 
fort is  being  made  to  maintain  those 
areas  of  the  building  that  need  to  re- 
main open  in  order  to  complete  the 
spring  semester  and  allow  for  final 
exams.” 

“Phase  n”  renovations  to  the 
library  will  be  taking  place  as  well, 
which  will  include,  “renovations  to 
the  library  mezzanine,  6th  Floor  Ar- 
chives, and  installation  of  new  light- 
ing, ceilings,  additional  painting  and 
carpet,”  according  to  the  email. 

So,  by  April  25,  the  Wellness 
Center  equipment.  Campus  Center 
furniture  and  Ely  6th  floor  library 
archives  and  equipment  will  all  be 
moved  into  storage. 

With  construction  starting  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  semester,  some 
students  have  expressed  concern. 

Jojo  Sutlilf,  WSU  junior  and 
EGST  major,  said  she  has  thought  a 
lot  about  it. 

“I  think  it  will  cause  some 
complications,”  she  said.  “I  have 
class  right  above  the  construction, 
and  next  to  the  new  university  resi- 
dential hall  construction,  so  I don’t 
know  where  my  classes  will  be  or  if 
it  will  disruptive.” 


“It  is  the  hope  of  all  students 
that  the  renovations  will  not  disrupt 
university  classes,”  said  Amy  Wing, 
WSU  senior  and  Legislative  Secre- 
tary for  SGA.  “I  personally  don’t 
believe  there  will  be  a disruption, 
because,  for  instance,  classes  in  the 
Ely  pool  will  still  be  able  to  finish 
out  the  rest  of  the  semester. 

“I  remember  taking  classes 
in  Ely  my  freshman  year  during  the 
first  phase  of  Ely  construction  and 
while  the  buzzing  of  saws  can  be 
annoying,  the  final  product  is  worth 
the  minor  irritations.” 

The  aforementioned  renova- 
tions will  take  place  this  sununer 


and  are  set  to  be  finished  by  August. 
However,  there  is  a full-service 
Dunkin  Donuts  planned  for  the 
basement  of  Ely  in  the  space  where 
the  old  bookstore  once  stood,  and 
that  project  will  continue  into  the 
Fall  2012  semester  to  be  completed 
by  January  of  2013. 

Robie  said,  “This  is  an  ex- 
tremely complex  project  that  will 
require  the  cooperation  and  under- 
standing of  the  entire  campus  com- 
munity. 

“The  result  will  be  a new, 
bright,  renovated  building  that  will 
better  meet  the  needs  of  the  entire 
campus  community.” 


Useful  Phone  Numbers: 

Campus  - Pages  2-5 

A&E  - Pages  9-11 

Wellness  Center  Hours: 

Bookstore  - 5657 

Financial  Aid 

Reese  McFly 

Sun  - 3:00pm-8:00p 

Public  Safety  - 5262 

IT  - 5528 

OpEd  - Pages  6-8 

Sports  - Pages  12  & 13 

Mon-Thur  - 7:00am-9:00pm 
Fri  - 7:00am-6:00pm 

Library  - 5231 

Letter  to  the  Editor 

WSU  Golf 

Sat  - l:00pm-4:00pm 

Campus 
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Friday 
11:30  am. 
“Fit  to  Serve 
Challenge” 
Woodward  Center 

7:30  pm. 

So  Seductive  Step 
_ Team  . 

# ^ Dever  Stage 


Quick 

Hits 


.mi 

Saturday 

See  page  5 for 
Spring  Weekend 
line-up 

Sunday 

7:30  pm.  m 
So  You  Think  You 
» Can  Dance 
Dever  Stage 


8:00  pm. 

Movie;  Contraband 
Campus  Green 

■ m 

f “ s itir  “ ? 


Westfield  State  University  Campus  Police  Log 


DATE 

04/08/12 

04/08/12 

04/09/12 

04/10/12 

04/11/12 

04/11/12 


04/12/12 

04/13/12 

04/13/12 

04/13/12 

04/13/12 

04/13/12 

04/14/12 


April  8, 2012  to  April  14, 2012 


Ba.—/...., 


TIME 

0323 

2141 

1859 

2026 

2306 

2144 

1726 

2026 

2044 

2134 

2221 

2007 


INCIDENT 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(DRUGS) 

JUDICIAL  REFERRAL 

M/V  ACCIDENT  (INJURIES) 

NON-STUDENT  TRANSPORTED  TO  BAYSTATE  HOSPITAL 

POSSIBLE  ASSAULT 
UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

NO  INCIDENTS  TO  REPORT 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL) 


FIGHT 

TWO  FEMALES  RGHTING 
ASSAULT  &BATTERY 
DISORDERLY  CONDUCT 
SUMMONS  MAILED 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL) 


COLLEGE  POUCY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALOHOL) 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALOHOL) 

MALiaOUS  DEST.(VANDALISM) 
DAMAGE  TO  DOOR 
UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.( ALCOHOL) 
PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY  RELEASE 

COLLEGE  POLICY  VIOL.(ALCOHOL) 


LOCATION 
SCANLON  HALL 

ELY  ROAD 

COURTNEY  HALL 

DAVIS  HALL 

DINING  COMMONS 

DAVIS  HALL 

LANSDOWNE  PLACE 
LANSDOWNE  PLACE 
DICKINSON  HALL 
SCANLON  HALL 

DAVIS  HALL 

DAVIS  HALL 


with  your  name). 
Editorial 
die  ri^t  to 
deal  chang- 
letter  as  is  or 
^ e letter  at  all 
ulmiisskms  may 
;j|^^Bbmitted  in  person  or 
il  the  Monday  before 
ted  publication  date. 

have  the 
change  any  and  all 
to  vdiat  th^  see  fit 
and  content- 
make  sure  all  facts 
te  and  appropriate. 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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What  is  the  future  of  financial  aid? 


Mariah  Nolan 
& Felicia  Hopkins 
Voice  Reporters 


Every  year,  high  school 
seniors  get  accepted  to  college. 
This  is  what  they’ve  been  work- 
ing towards. 

Excitement  washes  over 
them.  Thoughts  are  racing 
through  their  heads.  They  are 
reflecting  on  their  past  experi- 
ences and  looking  forward  to 
new  ones  in  college. 

Then  it  happens,  reality 
hits  them.  How  can  they  pos- 
sibly pay  for  it?  For  many  stu- 
dents, the  answer  is  financial 
aid.  If  it  weren’t  for  financial 
aid,  many  students  wouldn’t  be 
able  to  pursue  their  dreams. 

With  the  cost  of  higher 
education  steadily  increas- 
ing each  year,  it  is  becoming 
evident  that  financial  aid  has  a 
huge  influence  on  the  possibil- 
ity of  achieving  a degree. 

With  this  increase  in  need 
for  financial  aid,  more  students 
find  their  aid  being  cut  because 
there  are  so  many  students  seek- 
ing financial  help  but  the  aid 
budgets  are  not  increasing  pro- 
portionally with  the  need. 

Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity sophomore  Emily  Fullerton 
relies  on  financial  aid. 

“I  would  have  to  either 
get  loans  or  drop  out  of  school 
because  my  parents  can’t  af- 


ford to  pay  tuition  without  the 
aid.  If  I did  get  loans,  I would 
have  debt  when  I got  out  of 
school  which  is  something  I 
have  been  trying  to  avoid. 

“I  know  students  who 
have  thousands  of  dollars  of 
debt  when  they  graduate,”  Ful- 
lerton said.  “I  don’t  want  that  to 
be  me.” 

Westfield  Financial  Aid 
Director,  Catherine  Ryan,  ex- 
pressed that  state  governments 
all  across  the  nation  cannot 
support  the  hefty  weight  of 
the  financial  needs  of  higher 
education. 

Public  institutions,  like 
WSU,  have  seen  a decline  in 
financial  support  from  the  state 
because  taxes  are  going  to  other 
places  like  civil  service  pro- 
grams, public  schools,  towns 
and  healthcare. 

With  declines  including 
no  more  federal  funding  for  the 
Perkins  loan,  which  is  a low 
interest  loan  that  is  now  only 
funded  by  the  people  paying  it 
back,  the  Financial  Aid  Office 
can  only  loan  small  amounts  of 
money  to  few  students. 

Ryan  offered  some  sta- 
tistics of  what  the  financial  aid 
office  is  able  to  offer  to  the  stu- 
dents of  WSU  for  this  school 
year: 

• $1.5  million  from 
WSU  for  grant  money  based  on 
students  with  need 

• $6  million  from  fed- 
eral budget  for  scholarships 


• $27  million  from  fed- 
eral budget  for  loans  that  are 
dispersed  between  72%  of  the 
students  at  WSU,  that’s  over 
3 ,500  people  needing  loans 

Ryan  expresses  that  80% 
of  the  student  population  ap- 
plies for  FAFSA  or  the  Free 
Application  for  Federal  Student 
Aid  provided  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education.  All  of  these 
students  are  eligible  for  loans 
if  they  do  not  receive  any  other 
sort  of  aid. 

Ryan,  like  Fullerton, 
is  hesitant  about  this  method 
of  payment.  She  worries  that 
students  don’t  understand  that 
loans  can  put  them  in  debt  for 
years.  The  typical  repayment 
time  for  loans  is  about  10  years, 
but  government  allows  exten- 
sions for  up  to  30  years. 

“We’d  love  students  to 
ask  more  questions,  like  ‘Can  I 
afford  this?’  Young  people  are 
entering  this  world  with  tre- 
mendous debt  because  we  are 
a consumer  society,”  Ryan  said. 

Ryan  hopes  that  these 
questions  can  be  answered 
through  a new  program  the 
Financial  Aid  Office  recent- 
ly bought  called  SALT  from 
American  Student  Assistance. 

The  name  of  the  program 
derives  from  one  of  the  first 
forms  of  currency  in  the  United 
States,  which  was  salt,  and  its 
goal  is  to  help  students  make 
more  educated  decisions  re- 
garding loans  and  financial  aid. 


Article  Addendum  - April  13 

We,  Lewis  Pacheco  and  Lyndon  Seitz,  editors  of  the  Arts  and  Entertainment  section  of 
The  Westfield  Voice,  along  with  the  entire  Voice  staff,  would  like  to  apologize  for  an  error  in  an 
article  on  page  seven  of  last  week’s  issue  (April  13)  titled  “MTG’s  ‘The  25th  Putnam  County 
Annual  Spelling  Bee’  Brings  Laughs.” 

As  made  clear  by  the  article’s  title,  the  article  inaccurately  attributed  the  production  of 
the  show  to  Westfield  State’s  student-run  Musical  Theatre  Guild  (MTG). 

The  show  was  produced  by  Mr.  Ernie  lannaccone  of  Dever  Stage  and  directed  by  Dr. 
Mary  Brown-Bonacci  of  the  WSU  Music  Department,  with  additional  music  direction  by  Prof. 
Scott  Bailey  (also  of  the  Music  Department). 

We  were  made  aware  of  this  error  right  away,  and  we  are  glad  to  correct  it,  especially  Mr. 
Pacheco,  having  been  a cast  member  of  the  show  himself.  Thank  you. 


Student 

spotlight 


by  Tim  Gallery 


Name:  Heather  Dragon 
Major:  Social  Work  and  Spanish 
Hometown:  Westhampton,  MA 

Are  you  involved  with  any  clubs  or  organizations  on  campus? 

I played  soccer  here  at  Westfield  for  4 years.  I am  now  officially 
retired. 

What  can  you  be  found  doing  between  classes? 

I’m  usually  at  my  internship  at  Forest  Park  Middle  School.  The 
days  I’m  not,  I enjoy  sleeping  or  spending  time  at  Stanley  or 
sitting  with  my  roommate,  Hillary  Anne  Millett,  at  her  work. 

Biggest  pet  peeve? 

I would  have  to  say  Westfield  traffic  and  construction  or  being 
hungry  and  not  knowing  what  I want. 

If  you  could  ask  your  future  self  one  question,  what  would  it 
be? 

Did  you  take  the  opportunities  given  to  you  when  you  had  the 
chance? 

The  power  to  fly  or  turn  invisible? 

Definitely  fly  so  I can  see  more  of  the  world. 

Sweetest  trip  you  ’ve  ever  been  on? 

I would  say  Hawaii  with  woiL  or  Puerto  Rico  with  my  best 
friend  this  past  winter  break! 

What  does  the  ideal  Saturday  look  like  to  you? 

Probably  sitting  outside  in  the  park,  beach,  lake,  or  anywhere  in 
the  sunshine  with  my  friends. 

If  you  had  to  pack  up  and  leave  right  now,  where  would  you  go 
and  why? 

I’d  want  to  go  to  Spain  or  Latin  America.  Anywhere  that’s 
warm,  has  the  Spanish/Latino  culture,  and  I could  work  with 
children. 


If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it 
- email 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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WSU  down  in  Recyclemania  Competition 


Ariana  Williams 

Voice  Reporter 


The  results  have  been 
released  for  the  RecycleMa- 
nia  Tournament  as  of  April  13, 
2012,  revealing  Westfield  State 
University’s  fall  to  sixth  place 
for  recycled  paper  in  the  na- 
tion. 

After  a strong  start  in 
the  race  to  recycle,  the  con- 
tests’ rankings  showed  a 31.75 
percent  decrease  in  recycled 
pounds  of  paper  per  person  in 
the  second  half  of  the  contest. 

“We  were  doing  very 
well,”  said  James  Rovezzi, 
manager  of  the  Environmental 
Services  Department  at  WSU. 
When  asked  why  this  decrease 
in  recycling  may  have  occurred, 
Rovezzi  says  there  are  many 
possibilities. 

Over  the  past  three  years, 
the  school  has  participated  in  the 
recycling  competition,  mainly 
partaking  in  paper,  cardboard, 
cans  and  bottle  recycling. 

Last  year,  WSU  placed 
fourth  in  the  nation  for  most  re- 
cycled pounds  of  paper  per  per- 
son, and  placed  second  in  the 
country  the  year  before,  making 
this  year’s  national  results  the 


lowest  achieved  for  the  school 
thus  far. 

“I  haven’t  done  anything 
different  than  past  years,”  said 
Rovezzi. 

On  the  bright  side.  West- 
field  State  University  has  placed 
second  in  the  state  for  paper, 
cardboard,  and  cans  and  bottle 
recycling. 

Tufts  University  placed 
first  in  Massachusetts  for  recy- 
cling paper. 

However,  their  campus 
population  has  almost  three 
times  the  amount  of  students 
that  WSU  has. 

With  this  being  taken  into 
consideration,  the  school  still 
had  an  impressive  level  of  par- 
ticipation in  the  RecycleMania 
Tournament. 

However,  there  must  be 
actions  that  can  be  taken  to  in- 
crease recycling  efforts  and  re- 
duce waste  generation. 

One  concern  Rovezzi 
voiced  is  whether  or  not  the 
competition  is  “promoted 
enough”.  Lack  of  publicity  of 
the  competition  is  a possible 
factor  in  the  school’s  decline 
in  ranking  over  the  past  three 
years. 

WSU  has  had  an  Earth 
Day  Sustainability  Fair  in  the 
past,  consisting  of  sustainable 


vendors,  fun  activities  and  live 
music  on  the  campus  green. 

Increased  publicity  for 
the  RecycleMania  competition 
in  the  future  may  help  students 
stay  environmentally  active 
throughout  the  semester. 

Yet,  Rovezzi  has  an  even 
more  important  outlook  on  re- 
ducing, reusing  and  recycling  in 
the  future. 

“The  future  is  actually 
reducing  recyclables,”  said 
Rovezzi.  The  goal  for  the  future 
is  to  decrease  the  amount  of  ma- 
terial brought  to  campus  that  is 
not  eco-friendly. 

This  can  help  the  college 
reduce  its  waste  generation  in 
the  future,  as  well  as  become 
more  environmentally  active 
overall. 

RecycleMania  was  origi- 
nated in  2001,  starting  off  as 
a competition  between  Ohio 
University  and  Miami  Univer- 
sity. Ten  yems  later,  the  race  to 
reduce  is  still  very  much  alive, 
expanding  across  the  United 
States  and  even  into  Canada. 

The  tournament  lasts  eight 
weeks,  encouraging  colleges 
and  universities  across  the  na- 
tion to  reduce  waste  and  recycle 
more  in  hopes  of  receiving  na- 
tional recognition  as  a winning 
or  high-ranking  school. 


Editor’s 

Desk 


It’s  funny  how  you  usually  only  get  feedback  from  people 
when  it’s  negative.  However,  I have  recently  looked  up  ways 
to  deal  with  and  react  to  negative  feedback,  because  even 
though  it’s  negative,  it  can  also  be  constructive 

1.  Pause  first;  Dcm’t  react. 

2.  Understand  what  the  person’s  concerns  are. 

3.  Assess  if  the  feedback  is  true.  _ : 

4.  Reply  to  the  person  in  kindness. 

5.  Recognize  that  receiving  negative  feedback  is  a positive 


6.  Learn  from  the  feedback. 


The  good  thing  is  that  the  newspaper  is  getting  some  kind  of 
feedback  - it  means  people  are  reading  and  that’s  what  keeps 
us  going.  I guess  I just  want  everyone  to  know  that  we  are 
here  fcff  you.  We  work  almost  20  hours  a week  (no  pay,  no 
credits,  no  nothing)  to  give  you  the  news  that’s  happening  on 
your  campus.  I do  this  for  you  all,  and  fw  you  only. 


Thank  you, 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief  m. 
sfahey5744@westfieldjna.edu 


BranchOut  helps  students  make  professional  connections  and  find  a job 


Tom  Fazio 
Voice  Reporter 


If  you  are  stressing  out 
about  the  upcoming  summer 
and  not  having  a job,  the  so- 
lution is  right  in  front  of  you. 
BranchOut  is  a job  network- 
ing apphcation  associated  with 
Facebook  giving  you  a profes- 
sional profile  with  access  to  a 
multitude  of  companies  posting 
job  opportunities. 

There  is  no  need  to  worry 
about  whether  or  not  the  com- 


panies wUl  be  able  to  get  a di- 
rect link  to  your  social  profile 
on  Facebook.  BranchOut  has 
made  sure  that  the  professional 
profile  remains  its  own  entity. 

Don’t  feel  as  though  your 
Facebook  profile  picture  repre- 
sents the  professional  you?  No 
problem,  it  is  easy  to  change 
your  BranchOut  picture  to  one 
that  gives  you  a more  profes- 
sional and  respectable  look. 
Much  like  how  you  want  to 
present  yourself  at  a job  inter- 
view. 

There  is  only  one  chance 
to  make  a first  impression. 


so  make  sure  it  is  the  one  you 
would  want  to  have  at  a job  in- 
terview. 

BranchOut  gives  its  users 
the  ability  to  make  connections 
with  their  Facebook  friends  on 
their  application  as  well  as  mak- 
ing connections  with  current  or 
past  employers. 

The  connections  you 
make  in  real  life  are  extremely 
valuable  and  those  connections 
can  assist  you  in  your  job  search 
with  great  ease.  The  connec- 
tions on  your  profile  also  have 
the  ability  to  write  endorse- 
ments, which  can  add  personal- 


ity to  your  page,  highlight  your 
strengths  and  set  you  apart  from 
the  crowd.  It  adds  more  to  your 
resume,  which  can  be  easily 
imported  to  your  profile  at  the 
chck  of  a button. 

Building  your  profession- 
al network  and  profile  gives  you 
a head  start  in  the  job  hunt  and 
with  so  many  local  and  nation 
jobs  and  internships,  the  possi- 
bilities are  endless. 

Just  type  in  a keyword  to 
the  search  bar,  whether  it  is  a 
company,  position,  or  job  title, 
type  it  in  and  see  what  happens. 
It  is  easy  to  narrow  your  search 


too,  enter  the  level  you  are  look- 
ing for  (fuU  or  part  time,  entry 
level,  new  graduate),  location 
or  industry. 

As  one  of  the  largest  and 
fastest  growing  new  websites, 
why  not  see  what  all  the  buzz  is 
about?  Take  a minute,  make  a 
profile,  and  who  knows,  maybe 
the  job  of  your  dreams  is  closer 
than  you  think.  Feel  free  to  add 
me  as  a connection,  check  out 
my  professional  profile  as  an 
example,  and  build  your  own. 

The  future  holds  great 
things,  and  BranchOut  can  help 
you  get  there. 


The  Westfield  Voice Campus ^ 

This  year  Spring  Weekend  will  take  place  on  campus  Friday  - Saturday,  April  20-21 . 


Day/Date 

Event  Schedule 

Location 

Friday,  April  20 

4:30  pm  - 8:00  pm 

Themed  Dinner 

Dining  Commons 

10:00  pm  - 11:15  pm 

Anton  Shuford  Comedian 

Ely  Main  Lounge 

11:15  pm  - 12:00  am 

Brown  Bag  Bingo 

Ely  Main  Lounge 

12:00  am-  1:00  am 

Midnight  Breakfast 

Ely  Main  Lounge 

Saturday,  April  21 

10:30  am-  2:30  pm 

Brunch 

Dining  Commons 

1:00  pm  - 5:00  pm 

CAB  DJ  for  afternoon  program 

Campus  Green  ** 

1:00  pm  - 5:00  pm 

Novelties 

Campus  Green  ** 

6:00  pm 

Doors  open  for  Spring  Weekend  Conceit 

Woodward  Center 

6:30  pm 

Spring  Weekend  Concert  with: 

Moufy,  Lil  Twist,  YG  and  TYGA 

Woodward  Center 

4:00  pm  - 8:00  pm 

BBQ  Dinner 

Campus  Green* 

9:30  pm  - 12:00  am 

Rain  sites:  * = Dining  Commons, 

WSKB  Dance  Party 
**  = Ely  Main  Lounge 

Ely  Main  Lounge 

Westfield  State  University  Policy  shall  be  enforced 
during  Spring  Weekend  same  as  any  other  day  on 
campus.  Persons  exhibiting  disorderliness,  intoxica- 
tion, or  any  conduct  in  violation  of  University  Pf  licy 
may  be  immediately  removed  from  any  event  and 
are  subject  to  immediate  removal  from  campus,  pro- 
tective custody,  arrest  and  other  appropriate  Univer- 
sity and  legal  action.  All  student  conduct  proscrip- 
tions, limitations  and  guidelines,  shall  be  strictly 
enforced  as  articulated  in  the  current  Westfield  State 
University  Student  Handbook.  In  addition  to  Uni- 
versity Policy  enforcement,  the  following  special 
regulations  apply  from  Friday,  April  20  at  12:00 
p.m.  through  Sunday,  April  22  at  12:00  p.m.  unless 
otherwise  specified. 


Event  Attendance 

Spring  Weekend  events  are  solely  intended  for  mem- 
bers of  the  University  community  and  their  invited 
guests;  therefore.  Spring  Weekend  events  are  not 
open  to  the  public.  Furthermore,  while  there  is  no 
charge  for  admission  to  events  with  the  exception  of 
meals  and  the  concert  on  Saturday,  April  21  at  the 
Woodward  Center,  attendance  at  all  indoor  and  out- 
door venues  will  be  monitored  and  controlled  to  en- 
sure safety  and  order. 

Guests 

Students  are  welcome  to  bring  one  non-WSU  guest 
who  is  registered  in  advance.  Guest  registration  takes 
place  from  Tuesday,  April  3 - Wednesday,  April  18 
at  the  Ely  Campus  Center  Service  Window  during 
posted  business  hours.  Student  hosts  must  register 
their  guest  in  advance  in  order  to  receive  an  autho- 
rized Spring  Weekend  guest  wristband.  A limited 
number  of  guest  packets  will  be  available  for  each 
residence  hall  and  sold  at  the  Campus  Center  Service 
Window  on  a first  come,  first  served  basis. 

Legal  Beverages 

Alcoholic  beverage  containers  including  but  not 
limited  to  individual  containers,  kegs  and  coolers 
are  prohibited  in  public  areas  of  the  campus  includ- 
ing all  buildings,  grounds,  parking  lots,  walkways, 
courtyards,  and  roadways. 

Alcoholic  beverages  shall  not  be  transported  to  or 
from  any  program  area  on  campus. 

Op>en  containers,  bags  and  carrying  items  are  subject 
to  inspection  upon  entrance  to  all  events  and/or  resi- 
dence halls. 

Meals 

Friday,  April  20 

Dinner  - Full  Salad  Bar,  Grill  Area:  Bacon  Cheese- 
burgers, Chicken  Patties,  French  Fries,  Deli:  Pop- 
corn Chicken  Wrap,  Pizza:  Buffalo  Pizza,  French 
Bread  Cheese  Pizza,  Specialty:  Mac  and  Cheese  Bar 


including  Chile,  Steamed  Broccoli,  Diced  Tomato, 
Lettuce,  Bacon,  Island:  Antipasto  Salads,  McRib 
Sandwiches,  Entree:  Homemade  Turkey  Pot  Pie, 
Garlic  Mashed  Potatoes,  Pineapple-Cranberry  Car- 
rots, Desserts:  Apple  Crisp,  Dirt  Cups,  Sundae  Bar 
including  Hot  Fudge,  Carmel,  Cherries,  Sprinkles, 
Nuts,  Whipped  Topping,  Tie  Dye  Cupcakes 
Midnight  Breakfast  - Pancakes  with  Syrup,  Top- 
pings and  Juice 

Saturday,  April  21 

Brunch  - Regular  brunch  service  in  the  Dining  Com- 
mons 

BBQ  Dinner  - Hamburgers,  Boneless  Barbecue 
Chicken,  Veggie  Burgers,  Pasta  Salad,  Tossed  Salad, 
Sliced  Watermelon,  Oranges  and  Bananas,  Brown- 
ies, Cookies  and  Beverages 

No  Guest  Swipes  will  be  allowed  for  students  or  for  a 
registered  Spring  Weekend  guest  from  dinner  on  Fri- 
day, April  20  through  dinner  on  Saturday,  April  21. 

Meal  Tickets 

Complimentary  meal  tickets  are  required  for  the  Bar- 
becue Dinner  on  Saturday,  April  21  and  are  available 
at  the  Dining  Commons,  Monday,  April  16  through 
Friday,  April  20  for  all  persons  on  a WSU  Meal  Plan. 
Persons  not  on  a Meal  Plan  may  purchase  Spring 
Weekend  meal  tickets  at  the  Campus  Center  Ser- 
vice Window  (Ely  main  level)  from  Monday,  April 
16  through  Friday,  April  20  during  posted  business 
hours. 

Motor  Vehicles 

The  following  special  regulations  are  in  effect  rela- 
tive to  motor  vehicles: 

Guest  vehicles  may  occupy  faculty/staff  or  visitor 
parking  spaces,  however,  student  vehicle  use  of  fac- 
ulty/staff or  visitor  parking  space  is  prohibited  at  all 
times.  Overnight  occupancy  in  motor  vehicles  is  pro- 
hibited on  campus. 


Residence  Halls 

These  policies  are  in  effect  from  12  pm.  on  Friday, 
April  20  to  12  pm.  on  Sunday,  April  22: 

Only  current  WSU  students  and  registered  Spring 
Weekend  guests  may  visit  residence  halls  on  campus 
during  this  time  period. 

Residents  are  expected  to  present  their  validated 
WSU  ID  when  entering  a residence  hall. 

Guests  of  residents  on  campus  April  20-22  must  be 
at  least  18  years  of  age  and  must  be  signed-in  by  a 
resident  of  the  residence  hall  to  enter  that  hall. 
Guests  are  required  to  present  a valid  U.S.  state- 
issued  photo  identification  (or  valid  motor  vehicle 
operator’s  license)  and  an  authorized  and  properly 
affixed  guest  wristband. 

All  bags,  carrying  items  and  open  containers  are 
subject  to  inspection  upon  entrance  to  all  residence 
halls. 

Woodward  Center  Concert 
Students  and  registered  guests  attending  the  Satur- 
day concert  at  the  Woodward  Center  are  directed  to 
park  at  the  Commuter  Parking  Lot. 

A valid  WSU  ID  or  Spring  Weekend  guest  wristband 
and  a purchased  concert  ticket  are  required  to  enter 
the  concert  area  at  the  Woodward  Center.  A concert 
ticket  may  be  purchased  from  Tuesday,  April  3 - Fri- 
day, April  20  at  the  Campus  Center  Service  Window 
for  $10.00.  Ticket  sales  are  final  - no  refunds  will 
be  issued. 

Individuals  attending  the  Saturday  concert  at  the 
Woodward  Center  must  enter  and  exit  the  facility  us- 
ing only  the  main  front  or  rear  entrances.  Side  exits 
at  the  Field  House  are  for  emergency  use  only. 

Food,  beverages,  beverage  containers  and  any  type 
of  bag/backpacks  are  not  permitted  inside  the  Satur- 
day concert  area  at  the  Woodward  Center. 

Smoking  is  prohibited  inside  of  the  Woodward  Cen- 
ter and  within  50  feet  of  the  outside  of  the  building. 
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OpEd 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


Editor’s  Response 


Letter  sent  to  The  Westfield 
Voice  on  Sunday,  April  15 
regarding  an  article  published 
in  The  Voice  on  April  6 titled 
“WSU  officials  deny  student 
claims  of  racial  profiling  by 
Public  Safety” 

I find  it  amazing  that  The 
Westfield  Voice  reporters  Sim- 
brit  Paskins  and  Rob  Donoghue 
would  choose  to  write  an  article 
about  perceived  racial  profil- 
ing by  Public  Safety  rather  than 
about  the  actual  unprovoked 
violent  crime  against  two  WSU 
students  in  the  April  6,  2012 
edition. 

The  true  victims  are  the 
two  young  ladies  who  were  as- 
saulted; bloodied  and  bruised; 
sustaining  physical,  emotional 
and  psychological  damage. 


The  people  questioned 
in  the  process  have  a grievance 
that  pales  in  comparison  to  the 
plight  suffered  by  the  beaten. 

If  the  multitude  of  eye  wit- 
nesses to  the  incident  came  for- 
ward and  did  the  morally  right 
thing,  then  the  police  investiga- 
tion would  not  have  resembled 
a “witch  hunt”  and  not  induced 
“paranoia”  in  the  innocent. 

The  wall  of  silence  has  no 
color.  I would  like  to  see  a pho- 
to by  Simbrit  Paskins  depicting 
the  victims  holding  a placard 
saying,  “Am  I black  and  blue 
enough.” 

Let  us  hope  that  all 
wounds  heal  and  the  guilty  are 
brought  to  justice. 

From  a concerned  WSU  Parent 


The  views  and  opin- 
ions expressed  in 
The  Westfield  Voice  do 
not  reflect  those  of 
the  staff  or  of  the 
university  as  a whole. 


If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the 
content  in  this  newspaper  or  would 
like  to  voice  jour  own  opinion,  send 
a ‘Letter  to  the  Editor”  to: 

thevoice@  Westfield,  ma.  edu 


To  the  anonymous  con- 
cerned WSU  parent:  In  regards 
to  the  article  on  April  6, 1 abso- 
lutely agree  that  the  two  WSU 
students  who  were  the  victims 
of  this  terrible  crime  deserve 
respect,  justice  and  sympathy 
following  the  terrible  physical, 
emotional  and  psychological  in- 
juries they  suffered. 

On  March  23  The  West- 
field  Voice  pubhshed  the  offi- 
cial Public  Safety  statement  in 
regards  to  the  assault  and  inves- 
tigation. 

In  the  April  6 article  that 
your  letter  addresses,  para- 
graphs two  through  six  of  that 
article  discussed  the  details  of 
the  assault,  giving  as  much  in- 
formation as  we  could  gather. 

Due  to  the  namre  of  the 
investigation  into  the  incident 
and  the  fact  that  the  case  is  cur- 
rently going  through  the  legal 
system,  Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity’s Pubhc  Safety  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Massachusetts  State 
Police  could  only  release  cer- 
tain information  about  the  as- 
sault itself. 

We  also  of  course  have 
the  ethical  responsibility  to  re- 
spect the  identity  of  the  two  vic- 
tims and  not  publish  anything 
that  would  cause  them  any  more 
pain  than  they  have  already  suf- 
fered. 

If  either  victim  wanted  to 
come  to  us  and  talk  about  the  in- 
cident, we  would  of  course  write 
a story  giving  them  the  opportu- 
nity to  say  an>thing  they  would 


be  comfortable  in  sharing.  We 
would  not,  however,  want  to 
bring  any  unwanted  attention 
to  the  victims  as  they  recover 
physically  and  emotionally. 

Our  number  one  concern 
was  making  sure  readers  knew 
the  terrible  crime  that  had  been 
committed  based  on  the  infor- 
mation we  could  legally  publish 
with  respect  and  consideration 
being  given  to  the  two  vic- 
tims, which  is  why  the  article 
ended  with  the  quote  “All  of 
us  at  Westfield  State  extend  our 
deepest  sympathies  to  the  vic- 
tims. Our  focus  and  resources 
will  continue  to  be  available  to 
them  as  they  require  it.” 

At  the  same  time,  if  doz- 
ens of  WSU  students  feel  that 
they  were  victims  of  an  unlaw- 
ful or  inappropriate  investiga- 
tion, we  have  the  duty  as  the 
student  voice  of  the  campus  to 
make  sure  that  their  feelings  are 
heard. 

Since  two  organized  pro- 
tests were  held  in  regards  to 
Pubhc  Safety’s  investigation 
and  many  students  came  for- 
ward telling  their  personal  sto- 
ries, we  wouldn’t  be  doing  our 
job  as  the  student  newspaper  if 
we  weren’t  covering  the  pro- 
tests and  writing  about  student 
concerns. 

The  photograph  was  taken 
during  an  organized  protest  and 
was  published  just  as  The  Voice 
has  published  photographs  of 
many  other  student  protests  and 
demonstrations. 


Our  first  concern  is  of 
course  always  for  the  victims 
of  the  crime,  but  the  concerns 
of  the  students  who  emotionally 
and  psychologically  felt  trau- 
matized and  unfairly  targeted 
by  the  investigation  need  to 
have  their  voices  heard  as  well. 

As  a campus  news  orga- 
nization, The  Voice  would  be 
maintaining  a low  standard  of 
joumahstic  integrity  if  we  were 
to  ignore  these  concerns  on  an 
issue  as  important  and  sensitive 
as  racial  profiling. 

The  student  claims  were 
also  balanced  by  responses  and 
information  on  the  investigation 
from  WSU  officials.  The  article 
was  intended  to  provide  read- 
ers with  as  much  information  as 
possible  and  present  concerns 
and  statements  from  individuals 
on  both  sides  of  the  issue. 

As  a WSU  student,  words 
can’t  describe  how  truly  awful 
I feel  for  the  two  students  who 
were  victims  of  the  assault  and 
my  thoughts  are  with  them  dur- 
ing their  recovery. 

But  not  allowing  the  stu- 
dents who  were  involved  in 
the  two  protests  and  felt  scared 
to  walk  around  campus  during 
the  investigation  to  have  their 
voices  heard  would  be  an  edi- 
torially biased  and  unfair  action 
in  itself. 


Roh  Donoghue 
Voice  Managing  Editor 
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Reporter’s  Response  to  Concerned  Parent 


I chose  to  write  and  re- 
port on  the  students  of  West- 
field  State  University  protesting 
Public  Safety’s  approach  to  the 
investigation  and  their  accusa- 
tions of  racial  profiling  because 
reporting  as  a journalist  is  not 
only  about  exploring  the  obvi- 
ous stories  of  a community,  but 
digging  and  delving  deep  into 
the  stories  kept  quiet  and  hidden 
behind  the  scenes. 

The  point  is  that  what  I 
decided  to  do  was  tell  the  un- 
told story  - the  story  of  students 
who  had  absolutely  nothing  to 
do  with  the  incident  on  cam- 
pus, the  story  of  WSU  alumni 
who  have  graduated  and  have 
moved  on  far  beyond  their  years 
at  Westfield  State,  the  story  of 
students  of  color  on  this  campus 
who  have  never  been  in  trouble 
with  the  law  or  those  who  en- 
force it  and  are  now  paranoid 
that  whenever  something  inap- 
propriate occurs  on  campus  in- 
volving a party  that  is  of  one  of 
their  races,  they  will  be  called 
in  for  statements  and  question- 
ing solely  because  the  shade 
of  their  skin  is  a close  enough 
match  to  the  perpetrators. 

I wanted  to  present  oppos- 
ing views  to  the  students  who 


felt  harassed  by  Public  Safety, 
but  when  asked  for  comments 
and  statements  from  students 
who  personally  and  boldly  told 
me  about  their  differing  opin- 
ions, they  refused  to  go  on  the 
record. 

1 wrote  in  my  article  that  it 
was  mainly  black  students  who 
attend  this  university  claiming 
that  the  university’s  public  safe- 
ty officers  were  harassing  them 
on  campus. 

I explained  that  it  was 
those  same  students  who  re- 
ferred to  the  officers’  behaviors 
as  a “witch  hunt’’  resulting  in 
“paranoia”  in  the  innocent. 

To  say  that  “If  the  mul- 
titude of  eye  witnesses  to  the 
incident  came  forward  and  did 
the  morally  right  thing,  then  the 
police  investigation  would  not 
have  resembled  a “witch  hunt” 
and  not  induced  “paranoia”  in 
the  innocent  is  to  say  that  those 
accusing  WSU’s  officers  are 
immoral  themselves. 

I find  it  amazing  that  a 
concerned  parent  would  choose 
to  say  that  about  students  just 
like  the  two  victims  your  letter 
sympathizes  with. 

You  are  not  alone  in  say- 
ing that,  “the  wall  of  silence  has 


no  color.”  According  to  these 
students,  they  agreed  too,  until 
those  investigating  the  incident 
built  a wall,  brick  by  brick. 

I would  have  loved  and 
greatly  appreciated  having  the 
opportunity  to  interview  the  two 
female  students  who  suffered 
from  the  incident  and  to  pres- 
ent that  in  the  article,  or  perhaps 
even  in  an  article  alone  by  itself 
as  the  “stories  of  the  victims,” 
as  you  say. 

Understandably,  of 
course,  public  safety  could  not 
provide  me  with  that  informa- 
tion, but  if  the  two  students  want 
the  campus  and  community  to 
know  their  story,  the  door  will 
be  wide  open  for  them  to  tell  it. 

We  call  our  student  news- 
paper “The  Voice”  because  it  is 
a venue  for  every  and  any  stu- 
dent to  speak  up  and  tell  their 
story.  Every  student  has  a voice; 
we  provide  a venue  for  every- 
one else  to  hear  it. 

I wrote  what  people 
would  give  me,  and  I make  no 
apologies  for  that. 


Simbrit  V.  Raskins 
Voice  Reporter 


Westfield  student  enjoys  last  weeks 
interning  in  Washington  D.C. 


Academic  Planning 
Input  Requested 


Dear  Students, 

Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity’s Committee  for  Academic 
Strategic  Planning  is  charged 
with  recommending  criteria  for 
evaluating  our  academic  pro- 
grams. 

Among  feedback  ap- 
preciated is  he  feedback  of 
students.  CASP  has  suggested 
an  initial  list  of  nine  (9)  dimen- 
sions important  to  academic 
programming  at  WSU. 

We  are  particularly  in- 
terested in  your  feedback  on  a 
few  pointed  questions  (below). 
The  nine  dimensions  are:  Civic 
Engagement,  Enrollment,  Fi- 
nancial/Academic Sustainabil- 
ity, Innovative  Pedagogy/Pro- 
gramming, Interdependence/ 
Connectivity/Relationships, 
Internal  & External  Interest, 
Program  Mission/Goals/Cur- 
ricular Plan,  Relationship  to 
the  University  Mission  and 
Student  Success 

The  dimensions,  as  they 
are  now  titled,  have  been  re- 
ordered alphabetically,  as  there 
is  no  weight  given  to  any  indi- 
vidual dimension  at  this  point 
in  our  conversation.  We  invite 
feedback  from  you  on  the  fol- 
lowing questions: 

1.  What  do  these  dimensions 
mean  to  you,  with  respect  that 
we  are  collecting  a diversity  of 


viewpoints. 

2.  What  have  we  not  thought 
of?  What  is  missing  from  the 
list? 

3 . Are  there  some  (2  or  3)  which 
are  most  important  to  you? 

Holding  true  to  the  Guid- 
ing Principles  (also  attached) 
that  were  and  continue  to  be 
used  to  develop  these  dimen- 
sions, we  will  be  (1)  releas- 
ing this  message  to  a large 
community  including  chairs, 
faculty,  staff,  students,  and  li- 
aisons, and  (2)  we  will  pursue 
multiple  modalities  (facstaff, 
students.  Open  Atrium,  con- 
versations between  appointed 
CASP  members  and  liaisons) 
for  communication  and  col- 
laboration. 

A drop-in,  face-to-face 
chat  time  with  CASP  was  pre- 
viously announced  for  Friday, 
April  27,  12:30-1:30,  Parenzo 
Board  Room.  Anyone  who  has 
interest  is  invited  to  stop  by 
during  that  hour. 

Please  provide  any  feed- 
back by  end  of  day  Thursday, 
April  26. 

Respectfully, 

Professors  Bob  Hayes  & Holly 
Noun,  Co-Chairs 
Committee  for  Academic 
Strategic  Planning 


Alex  Myers 
Washington 
Correspondent 


Hello! 

I realize  1 didn’t  write  last 
week  and  that  was  because  I lit- 
erally have  been  losing  track  of 
the  days.  Before  I know  it,  it’s 
Wednesday  night  and  too  late  to 
write  anything.  So,  here  I am! 
And  I have  some  catching  up 
to  do. 

I’ll  spare  all  the  boring 
details  of  the  past  couple  weeks, 
but  here  are  a few  updates.  I 


was  able  to  go  home  on  Easter 
weekend,  which  was  amazing. 
It  went  by  extremely  fast  and 
was  definitely  not  long  enough, 
but  regardless  I was  happy  to  be 
home. 

Since  being  back  in 
Washington,  I’ve  basically  been 
doing  the  same  things  I was  be- 
fore. I’ve  published  quite  a few 
more  original  stories  and  have 
just  been  working  really  hard. 

But  now  that  I have  two 
weeks  left,  I will  admit  I’m 
starting  to  get  a little  lazy.  It  just 
happens.  You  can’t  deny  that  the 
nice  weather  puts  anything  and 
everything  on  your  mind  except 


work  (or  school). 

For  those  of  you  who 
don’t  know,  I love  baseball  and 
so  when  The  Daily  Caller  told 
me  that  they  were  paying  for 
the  office  to  go  to  a National’s 
game,  naturally  I jumped  right 
on  that  opportunity. 

It  was  nothing  like  Fen- 
way, but  then  again  nothing  can 
beat  Boston  sports.  It  was  still 
really  cool  to  be  at  a different 
baseball  field  and  see  a National 
League  game. 

Another  thing  I love  is 
Harry  Potter.  Now,  this  has 
nothing  to  do  with  D.C,  but  it 
is  still  worth  mentioning.  My 


roommate  and  I did  a “Harry 
Potter  workout.”  What  does 
that  mean,  you  ask?  Well,  we 
created  a list  of  exercises  to  do 
every  time  certain  things  hap- 
pen in  the  movie. 

We  decided  to  watch  the 
first  one  and  thought  of  actions 
relevant  to  that  movie,  such  as: 
every  time  Harry  learns  some- 
thing new  about  the  wizarding 
world  = 10  jumping  jacks;  every 
time  Hagrid  says  “1  shouldn’t 
have  told  you  that”  = 10  butt 
busters;  every  time  a spell  is 
cast  = 20  jumping  jacks. 

We  had  a list  of  prob- 
ably 1 5-20  things  and  it  kept  us 


busy! 

It  made  exercise  fun  be- 
cause it  was  constant.  You  get  to 
enjoy  the  movie  while  working 
out.  And  trust  me,  it  worked. 
My  abs  hurt  for  two  days. 

I would  suggest  this  to 
anyone  who  wants  a new  way 
to  work  out  and  you  can  do  it 
with  any  movie  you  love. 

Alright,  that’s  the  sum- 
mary of  my  life  for  the  past  few 
weeks. 

Hopefully  you  enjoyed  it! 
Before  I forget  to  mention  it  - 
I will  be  coming  to  campus  on 
May  7 for  a visit.  Have  a won- 
derful week! 
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Special  Report:  Poverty  and  Homelessness  in  America 


The  following  is  the  fac- 
tual and  accurate  account  of  a 
story  that  was  told  to  me  back 
in  December.  The  only  part  of 
the  story  that  has  been  changed 
is  the  name  of  the  man  who  told 
me  the  story  in  order  to  keep  his 
identity  private. 

For  the  sake  of  keeping 
his  identity  private,  we’U  call 
the  man  Joe.  I met  Joe  in  De- 
cember when  I was  visiting  the 
Samaritan  Inn  homeless  shelter 
in  downtown  Westfield  with 
Professor  John  Paulmann  and 
the  Communication  Club. 

It  was  a cold  and  rainy 
Wednesday  night  when  we  vis- 
ited the  homeless  shelter.  I never 
intended  to  write  about  my  visit 
that  night,  but  after  hearing  Joe 
tell  his  story.  I’ve  known  since 
then  that  his  story  is  one  that 
needs  to  be  heard. 

Homelessness  and  pov- 
erty are  often  overlooked  in 
American  society,  but  over  the 
last  four  years  since  the  stock 
market  collapsed  in  2008,  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  Ameri- 
cans have  struggled  to  survive. 

Millions  of  Americans 
lost  their  jobs  in  the  aftermath 
of  the  crash  and  have  been  un- 
able to  find  work  since.  These 
same  people  have  struggled  to 
put  food  on  their  table,  or  for 
many,  even  find  a roof  over 
their  head  and  a place  to  live  to 
keep  a table  in. 

The  American  govern- 
ment and  the  American  people 
have  abandoned  a majority  of 
these  individuals  during  the 
economic  recession. 

Being  left  behind  to 
scrape  by  with  no  assistance  is 
something  that  millions  in  this 
country  have  been  forced  to 
experience.  Joe’s  story  brings  a 
face  to  this  sorrowing  issue. 


Joe  was  bom  in  West 
Springfield  and  was  57  years 
old  when  I met  him  in  De- 
cember. After  graduating  high 
school,  he  went  to  college  to 
study  computer  technology. 

He  was  underemployed 
in  2007,  making  $10.50  an  hour 
working  at  a computer  repair 
shop.  Joe  admitted  that  this  was 
not  a lot  by  any  measure,  but 
said  it  was  the  best  he  could  do 
at  the  time. 

He  had  an  apartment 
where  he  could  live  with  his 
dog  - but  everything  changed 
that  autumn. 

Joe’s  mother  and  father 
both  became  ill.  His  father  be- 
came sick  and  his  mother  was 
diagnosed  with  cancer  just  a 
few  months  later. 

Despite  not  having  any 
health  insurance,  Joe  did  the 
best  he  could  to  help  take  care 
of  his  sick  parents. 

His  mother  began  under- 
going chemotherapy  treatment 
and  his  father  passed  away  in  the 
summer  of  2008.  Joe’s  mother 
passed  away  that  fall  - just  as 
the  stock  market  collapsed. 

The  timing  couldn’t  have 
been  worse  for  Joe. 

Like  millions  of  other 
Americans,  Joe  was  laid  off.  He 
said  that  if  it  had  been  10  years 
earlier  he  could  be  fired  on 
Monday  and  have  a new  job  by 
that  Friday.  But  with  the  econ- 
omy in  turmoil  and  millions  of 
over-qualified  applicants  look- 
ing for  low  level  positions,  Joe 
was  unable  to  find  a job. 

He  said  that  he’s  been 
searching  for  a job  ever  since 
then,  sending  dozens  of  re- 
sumes out  each  week,  but  with 
no  success. 

With  time  on  his  hands 
in  the  spring  of  2009,  Joe  fixed 


up  his  parents  old  house  and 
was  lucky  enough  to  sell  it...  of 
course,  with  the  housing  market 
in  miserable  shape,  the  house 
sold  for  much  less  than  what  it 
would  have  been  worth  just  a 
few  years  earlier. 

Joe  was  receiving  un- 
employment at  the  time  but 
became  ineligible  for  benefits 
after  99  weeks.  That  meant  that 
by  the  fall  of  2010,  Joe  was  no 
longer  eligible  to  receive  unem- 
ployment checks. 

He  said  that  he’s  applied 
for  dozens  of  minimum  wage 
cashier  jobs  that  he’s  overquali- 
fied for,  but  with  200  people 
applying  for  each  of  these  posi- 
tions he  still  hasn’t  been  able  to 
secure  a job. 

One  of  the  nice  benefits  of 
being  unemployed  for  Joe  was 
that  he  qualified  for  MassHealth 
and  was  finally  able  to  get  health 
insurance.  Job,  no  health  insur- 
ance... no  job,  health  insurance. 
It’s  an  interesting  system  the 
U.S.  has  in  place. 

It  doesn’t  sound  that  dif- 
ferent from  stories  of  people  in- 
tentionally going  to  jail  in  order 
to  receive  medical  treatment. 

Anyway,  finally  with 
health  insurance,  Joe  was  able 
to  get  treatment  and  medication 
for  multiple  health  issues. 

But  with  no  weekly  in- 
come in  2011,  Joe  began  run- 
ning thin  on  his  savings.  After 
being  forced  to  sell  his  apart- 
ment and  give  his  dog  away  to 
a friend,  he  had  nothing  but  his 
car  in  November  2011  and  end- 
ed up  at  the  Samaritan  Inn. 

The  Samaritan  Inn  gave 
Joe  food,  a roof  over  his  head 
and  a place  to  sleep.  But  the  Sa- 
maritan Inn  only  allows  people 
to  stay  in  the  shelter  for  90  days, 
which  means  that  by  this  past 


February,  Joe  was  on  his  own 
with  no  money  and  no  home. 

He  still  had  his  car,  and 
Joe  told  me  that  he  would  try  to 
find  a 24/7  parking  lot  where  he 
could  park  his  old  car  and  go  to 
sleep  at  night. 

Joe  has  been  abandoned 
by  the  United  State  government 
and  American  society.  Like 
millions  of  others,  Joe  was  left 
without  a job  and  no  real  means 
to  find  food  or  shelter. 

While  other  countries 
have  homelessness  and  pov- 
erty, no  other  industrialized  na- 
tion allows  as  many  of  its  own 
citizens  to  go  uncared  for  as  the 
U.S.does. 

Many  people  like  to  blame 
the  people  in  these  positions  for 
their  own  circumstances.  Often 
they  blame  drugs  or  alcohol.  I 
don’t  know  everything  about 
Joe  and  I have  no  way  of  know- 
ing if  everything  he  told  me  was 
the  truth. 

But  the  circumstances 
that  Joe  fell  fate  to  could  have 
happened  to  essentially  anyone. 

Is  it  Joe’s  fault  that  the 
corrupt  actions  of  Wall  Street 
investment  bankers  in  their 
dealings  with  subprime  mort- 
gages and  derivatives  created 
an  economic  crisis? 

Is  it  Joe’s  fault  that  politi- 
cians allowed  Wall  Street  to  get 
away  with  their  corrupt  tactics 
for  three  decades? 


Is  it  Joe’s  fault  that  his 
parents  both  got  sick  at  the 
same  time  that  the  economy 
collapsed? 

Is  it  Joe’s  fault  that  he 
tried  to  take  care  of  them  with 
what  little  money  he  had? 

Is  it  Joe’s  fault  that  he  lost 
his  job? 

The  United  States  gives 
extensive  tax  breaks  to  the  super 
rich  instead  of  taking  in  extra 
tax  money  from  the  wealthiest 
one  percent  of  society  to  help 
care  for  people  like  Joe  who  are 
going  through  a rough  time  in 
their  life. 

But  Joe’s  never  asked 
for  any  pity  and  he  doesn’t  feel 
sorry  for  himself.  In  fact,  he 
said  that  he  feels  sorry  for  our 
generation,  set  to  inherit  the 
political,  economic  and  social 
catastrophe  that  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernmental system  has  become. 
Joe  actually  apologized  to  me 
because  he  said  his  generation 
had  created  such  a terrible  mess 
for  us  to  inherit. 

Where  is  Joe  today? 
That’s  a question  I don’t  have 
the  answer  to.  I’d  Like  to  think 
he’s  doing  okay,  but  the  system 
around  him  doesn’t  make  sur- 
vival very  easy. 

There’s  a vital  question 
for  people  to  ask  in  the  end: 
is  it  Joe’s  fault  that  the  United 
States  of  American  has  chosen 
to  abandon  him? 


Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with 
something  that  you  read  in 
The  Westfield  Voicel 

Send  a Letter  to  the  Editor  to 
thevoice  @ westfield.ma  .edu 


The  Westfield  Voice 
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Chicopee-native  rapper  Reese  McFly’s  album  a big  success 


photo  from  tumblr.com 


Joshua  Clark 

Online  Editor 


Boy  Meets  World,  the  first 
full-length  album  released  by  lo- 
cal rapper  Reese  McFly,  is  being 
considered  a success. 

Reese  McFly,  whose  real 
name  is  Dylan  Reese,  is  a rapper 
from  Chicopee,  Massachusetts,  a 
city  that  is  about  a fifteen  minutes 
away  from  Westfield  State. 

With  influences  like  Nas 
and  Frank  Ocean,  the  album  uses 
samples  firom  the  ‘90s  TV  show 
“Boy  Meets  World”  to  bring  the 
album  together. 

This  album  shows  the  mu- 
sical journey  that  Reese  has  un- 
dertaken and  what  he’s  learned 
ftom  it. 

‘Motivation,’  a song  about 
the  different  negative  experi- 
ences in  a person’s  life  that  can 
be  turned  into  a positive,  is  one  of 
the  big  songs  on  the  album. 

Some  of  the  negative  expe- 
riences include  being  jumped  by 
thugs  in  the  street,  losing  a parent 


to  war  and  trying  to  come  up  as  a 
rising  artist  among  all  the  ‘haters’ 
that  are  around.  The  music  video, 
which  stars  Steve  Cina  and  the 
Hobert  family,  is  the  best  way 
to  understand  the  message  of  the 
song. 

‘BIG,’  is  a feel-good  song 
and  another  one  of  the  tops  songs 
on  the  album.  Reese,  in  an  inter- 
view on  WSKB  on  Tuesday,  said, 
“I  wanted  ‘BIG’  to  be  a feel  good 
song  that  you  can  easily  bump  to 
or  one  that  you  can  put  on  while 
you’re  driving.” 

The  song’s  music  video 
was  shot  in  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

If  you  thought  that  song 
was  good,  you’d  be  interested 
to  know  that  it  was  recorded  in 
just  about  two  weeks  before  the 
album’s  release  with  the  mu- 
sic video  being  shot  over  Easter 
weekend. 

Since  Reese  engineers  all 
of  his  songs,  he  doesn’t  have  to 
waste  time  with  producers  and 
other  engineers  who  have  to  work 
around  a schedule. 

Another  heavy-hitter  on 


the  album  is  ‘Like  Mike.’ 

It’s  more  like  a story  than 
anything.  It  tells  the  story  of  a 
high  school  student  that  has  ev- 
erything going  for  him  only  to 
turn  it  around  due  to  peer  pres- 
sure. 

Reese  said  about  the  song, 
“I  surprised  myself  with  this  one. 
The  story  is  just  too  real  and  even 
though  I wanted  to  make  a music 
video  for  it,  I couldn’t  because 
the  detail  would  be  so  hard  to 
capture.” 

Two  tracks  that  were  re- 
leased before  the  album  were 
‘The  Kid’  and  ‘On  the  Rise.’ 
These  songs  were  loved  by  the 
fans  on  their  own  without  the  al- 
bum, but  go  beautifully  with  the 
‘Boy  Meets  World’  theme. 

Samples  from  the  show 
were  taken  from  YouTube  clips 
of  the  show. 

Copyrighted  material  is  al- 
lowed to  be  sampled  in  thirty  sec- 
ond increments  so  this  allowed 
Reese  to  use  this  to  his  advan- 
tage. 

He  said  that  the  album  took 
him  seven  months  to  produce  and 


he  had  about  twenty  producers 
working  with  him  for  beats  and 
collaborations. 

If  you  haven’t  checked 
out  the  album  yet,  it  is  definitely 
worth  the  listen.  You  can  find 
out  more  about  Reese  McFly  by 
looking  on  Twitter  (@ReeseMc- 
Fly)  or  by  checking  out  Facebook 


by  searching  ‘Reese  McFly.’  His 
music  videos  can  be  found  on 
YouTube. 

Reese  will  be  performing 
at  the  Regis  Q)ilege  Hip  Hop 
Festival  in  Weston,  Massachu- 
setts on  Friday,  April  20  as  a part 
of  the  school’s  Spring  Weekend 
celebration. 


Don  McLean  brings  his  unabashed  Folk  show  to  the  Calvin 


Jessica  Thelen 
Voice  Reporter 


1970s  and  ‘80s  folk  mu- 
sician Don  McLean,  famous 
for  his  song  “American  Pie”, 
played  a show  at  the  Calvin 
Theater  in  Northampton  on 
Saturday  night,  April  14. 

I was  lucky  enough  to 
attend  and  got  to  hear  some 
of  my  favorite  Don  McLean 
songs,  as  well  as  some  of  his 
most  famous. 

Even  though  McLean 
is  66  years  old,  he  still  plays 
guitar  beautifully.  He  has  also 
retained  his  trademark  singing 
voice,  although  it’s  a bit  deeper 
now.  He  laughed,  joked,  and 
was  in  good  spirits  throughout 
the  show;  his  good  humor  was 


infectious,  causing  the  audi- 
ence to  laugh  along  with  him. 

Dressed  in  a black  long- 
sleeved  button  down  shirt  and 
a pair  of  jeans,  McLean  hear- 
kened back  to  the  look  of  his 
youth  as  one  of  America’s  most 
famous  musicians. 

He  played  songs  from  his 
debut  album  Tapestry,  as  well 
as  a selection  of  tunes  from  his 
most  famous  album  American 
Pie. 

To  my  surprise,  he  also 
played  songs  from  his  fifth 
LP  Homeless  Brother:  “La  La 
Love  You”  (one  of  his  most 
famous  songs)  and  one  of  his 
lesser-known  songs  “Homeless 
Brother.” 

Not  only  did  McLean 
play  songs  from  the  70s  and 
80s,  he  also  played  songs  from 
the  90s  and  2000s,  such  as 


“Fashion  Victim”,  a fun  song 
with  an  80s  vibe  and  “Have  You 
Seen  Me”,  a soft-rocker  with  a 
Springsteen  lilt,  both  from  his 
1991  a\bum  Headroom. 

McLean  even  played 
“The  Wrong  Thing  To  Do” 
from  his  1977  album  Prime 
Time,  which  McLean  himself 
said  sold  poorly  and  doesn’t 
know  how  people  track  down 
copies  of  it. 

He  informed  the  audi- 
ence that  the  rapper  Drake,  in 
his  song  “Doing  It  Wrong,” 
references  McLean’s  song 
“The  Wrong  Thing  To  Do,” 
a fact  that  I found  extremely 
comical. 

The  show  had  many  per- 
sonal highlights,  such  as  his 
cover  of  one  of  my  favorite 
Roy  Orbison  songs,  “Crying.” 
My  favorite  moments  of  the 


show,  however,  were  when  he 
played  songs  from  Tapestry 
and  American  Pie,  my  favorite 
McLean  albums. 

From  “Tapestry”,  he 
played  a soulful  rendition 
of  “Castles  In  The  Sky”,  in 
which  he  hit  the  various  notes 
throughout  the  song  and  fin- 
ger picked  his  acoustic -electric 
guitar  tenderly. 

He  also  played  another 
song  off  of  Tapestry:  “And  I 
Love  Her  So”,  a sad,  tearful 
song  about  a lover’s  depar- 
ture. The  album  that  he  played 
the  most  songs  off  of  was,  of 
course,  his  1971  LP  American 
Pie. 

To  my  surprise  and  de- 
light, he  played  the  piano-driv- 
en song  “Crossroads”,  which 
is  my  favorite  Don  McLean 
song. 


He  also  whipped  out  his 
famous  song  “Vincent”,  as  well 
as  “Empty  Chairs”  and  “Win- 
terwood.” 

I was  hoping  that  he 
would  play  “Everybody  Loves 
Me,  Baby”,  but  he  didn’t.  How- 
ever, “Crossroads”  was  enough 
of  a treat  for  me. 

McLean  ended  the  show 
with  “American  Pie”,  his  most 
well-known  and  successful 
tune,  which  continues  to  be 
played  on  the  radio  today. 

As  soon  as  he  strummed 
the  opening  chords  and  belted 
out  “Long,  long  time  ago,”  the 
crowd  went  wild.  This  show 
brought  me  near  to  tears  and  I 
left  with  a smile  on  my  face. 

Thank  you  Don  McLean 
for  continuing  to  play  music 
that  continues  to  resound  and 
connect  with  people. 


V 


10 


Arts8BBn+-8rtainLment 


The  Westfield  Voice 


B y 


Matthew  Futte 


T r\ 

hi  e *i  h 


Jack  Nicholson  - Bom  Apr  22, 1937 


Columbine  Massacre  - April  20, 1999 


Mark  Twain  - Died  April  21 , 1910 


Internationally  known  as 
one  of  the  most  recogniz- 
able people  of  his  genera- 
tion, Jack  Nicholson  is  a 
critically-acclaimed  actor 
starring  in  over  50  films. 
Nicholson  was  bom  into  a 
working  class  family  from 
Manasquan,  New  Jersey. 
Graduating  early  from 
high  school  at  16,  Nichol- 
son moved  to  Los  Ange- 
les in  1954,  catching  the 
eye  of  a movie  producer 
while  working  as  a go- 
pher at  MGM  Smdios.  He 
acted  in  minor  roles  in  a 
few  films  throughout  the 
‘60s  until  his  big  break  in 


1969’s  Easy  Rider,  earning 
his  first  Academy  Award 
nomination  for  Best  Sup- 
porting Actor.  Nicholson 
received  four  more  nomi- 
nations as  a Lead  Actor  in 
his  next  four  films:  Five 
Easy  Pieces,  The  Last 
Detail,  and  Chinatown, 
before  finally  breaking 
through  into  the  winner’s 
circle  with  his  performance 
in  1975’s  One  Flew  Over 
the  Cuckoo’s  Nest.  His 
performance  of  several 
other  roles  in  the  1980s, 
including  films  like  The 
Shining,  Reds  (winner  of 
Best  Supporting  Actor) 
and  Terms  of  Endearment 
further  established  his 
prominence  in  Hollywood. 
Winning  his  third  Oscar 
for  Best  Actor  in  1997’s  As 
Good  as  It  Gets  strength- 
ened his  legacy  as  an 
enigmatic  yet  cherished 
actor  still  appearing  in 
movies  today,  famous  for 
portraying  the  “unconven- 
tional outsider”. 


Dylan  Klebold  and  Eric 
Harris  were  the  perpetrators 
of  the  most  infamous  school 
killing  in  American  history, 
walking  into  Columbine 
High  School  in  Columbine, 
Colorado  on  a Tuesday 
and  opening  fire  without 
discretion,  killing  12  sm- 
dents  and  1 teacher  and 
wounding  24  others  be- 
fore committing  suicide  in 
the  school’s  library.  The 
shocking  event  incensed  a 
media  firestorm  across  the 
nation,  sparking  debates 
about  student  security, 
bullying,  goth  culture,  vio- 
lent video  games  and  many 


other  topics,  some  of  which 
were  later  found  to  have 
no  correlation  to  the  shoot- 
ers. Harris  was  a voracious 
reader  with  good  grades 
who  appeared  iruKxuous 
to  adults  around  him,  while 
concealing  journal  entries 
signaling  his  plans  to  kill 
thousands  and  his  love  for 
bomb-making.  Klebold’s 
story  is  more  tragic,  writ- 
ing journal  entries  de- 
tailed with  cries  for  help, 
paranoia  and  thoughts  of 
suicide,  beheving  he  was 
hated  by  “everyone  and  ev- 
erything”. It  was  revealed 
years  later  that  the  original 
plan  Iot  Columbine  in- 
volved the  use  of  homemade 
bombs  made  from  propane 
tanks,  planted  in  the  cafete- 
ria. The  pair  had  planned  to 
demolish  the  school,  then 
stand  from  the  outside  and 
pick  off  survivors  with  an 
array  of  weapons.  Luckily, 
the  bombs  failed  to  deto- 
nate and  kUl  thousands  as 
intended. 


“The  Father  of  American 
Literature”  was  bom  Sam- 
uel Langhome  Clemens  in 
November  1835  and  raised 
in  Haruiibal,  Missouri 
along  the  Mississippi  River 
(a  common  setting  in  his 
future  novels).  His  family 
hved  with  meager  resourc- 
es after  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther in  1847,  and  Samuel 
witnessed  two  murders 
growing  up  in  the  Midwest, 
shaping  his  opinion  of  hu- 
manity. He  became  the  pi- 
lot of  a steamboat  in  1857, 
serving  the  Mississippi  un- 
til the  Civil  War  broke  out 
in  1861.  Clemens  chose  to 
fight  for  the  Confederacy, 
but  only  volunteered  for 
two  weeks  of  service  be- 
fore taking  a train  to  visit 
the  American  West.  In  his 
search  for  gold,  Clemens 
came  up  short  and  found 
himself  penniless,  finding 
a job  as  a writer  and  editor 
for  a Vu-ginia  City,  Nevada 
newspaper.  Here,  he  adopt- 
ed the  pen  name  “Mark 


Twain,”  which  is  steamboat 
slang  for  twelve  feet  of  wa 
ter.  He  gained  fervent  pop- 
ularity as  a storyteller  in  the 
West,  writing  a bestseller 
with  1869’s  The  Innocents 
Abroad.  Twain  followed 
with  his  greatest,  most 
controversial  works.  The 
Adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer 
and  Adventures  of  Huckle- 
berry Firm  in  1876,  known 
for  breaking  the  boundar- 
ies of  what  language  could 
be  used  in  novels  by  future 
authors  (with  admirers  in- 
cluding the  hkes  of  Ernest 
Hemingway  and  Wilham 
Faulkner), 


{facts  from  biographycom) 


(facts  from  usatodaycom) 


Independent  film  ‘Noah’  to  be 
screened  at  Dever  Stage  on  May  1 

The  Identical  Filins  Company  of  Waltham,  MA  will  be 
having  a second  screening  of  their  first  feature  length  film  titled 
“Noah”  at  Westfield  State  free  of  charge  on  Tuesday,  May  1 at 
7:30  p.m.  at  Dever  Stage  in  Parenzo  Hall.  Doors  open  at  7:00 
p.m.  and  all  admissions  are  free. 

The  film  is  set  in  an  alternate  present-day  reality  where  slav- 
ery was  never  abolished  and  follows  a slave  named  Noah  as  he 
attempts  to  escape  from  his  cruel  owner.  Noah  uses  a present  day 
underground  railroad  organization  as  he  tries  to  flee  to  a rumored 
freedom  refugee  camp  in  Canada. 

‘Noah  ’ is  sponsored  by 
The  Campus  Activities  Board 


.tis  Are  there  any  concerts  going  on  in  our  area  of  ' 
* Western  MA.?  % 

Read  any  good  books  lately?  Seen  any  good  movies? 
Even  bad  experiences  are  worth  sharing. 

Is  there  a play  going  on  at  WSU?  ‘ 

•fc  Are  you  involved  in  it'' 

.’^TE  ABOUT  IT! 

R’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see 
your  name  in  print!  , 

email:  _ ' *■ 

thevoice@westfield.  ma.  edu 
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Vonnegut’s  posthumous  release  reminiscent  of  his  classic  style 
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Charts 

Billboard  Top  10 

1.  fun.-  We  Are  Young 

2.  Gotye  feat.  Kimbra- 
Somebody  That  I Used  to 
Know 

3.  The  Wanted-  Glad  You 
Came 

4.  One  Direction-  What 
Makes  You  Beautiful 

5.  Justin  Bieber- 
Boyfriend 

6.  Nicki  Minaj-  Starships 

7.  Ho  Rida-  Wild  Ones 

8.  Kelly  Clarkson- 
Stronger  (What  Doesn’t 
Kill  You) 

9.  Katy  Perry-  Part  of  Me 

10.  Carly  Rae  Jepsen-  Call 
Me  Maybe 


Box  Office  Top  3 

1 . The  Hunger  Games 
($21. IM) 

2.  Three  Stooges  ($17M) 

3.  The  Cabin  in  the  Woods 
($14.7M) 


Upcoming  Video  Game 
Releases 

1 . Prototype 

2.  Bloodforge 

3.  Deus  Ex:  Human 
Revolution 

4.  The  Walking  Dead 


Top  Albums 

1 . Nicki  Minaj-  Pink 
Friday:  Roman  Reloaded 

2.  Adele-  21 

3.  Rascal  Hatts-  Changed 

4.  Lionel  Ritchie- 
Tuskegee 

5.  One  Direction-  Up  All 
Night 

6.  Of  Monsters  and  Men- 
My  Head  Is  an  Animal 

7.  Various  Artists-  The 
Hunger  Games 

8.  Madonna-  MDNA 

9.  Marvin  Sapp-  / Win 

10.  Shinedown-  Amaryllis 


Sarah  Chapin 

Voice  Reporter 


Four  years  after  the  2007 
death  of  America’s  well-known 
satirical  writer,  Kurt  Vonnegut, 
While  Mortals  Sleep,  a collec- 
tion of  his  unpublished  short 
fiction,  was  released. 

I’m  not  sure  if  any  writer 
has  ever  or  will  ever  be  able 
to  handle  the  sensitive  topic  of 
a talking  refrigerator  wife  the 
same  way. 

Those  who  know  Von- 
negut and  his  writing  know 
technology  and  money  scare  the 
hell  out  of  him. 

Vonnegut’s  short  sto- 
ries and  novels  often  reflect  on 
a world  in  which  technology 
can  not  only  read  the  minds 
of  humans,  but  influence  their 
thoughts  and  actions. 

Characters  in  a Von- 
negut story  that  acquire  copi- 
ous amounts  of  money  should 
be  prepared  to  have  their  lives 
destroyed  by  the  greediness  and 
loss  of  meaning  that  will  now 
surround  their  new  materialistic 
lives. 

These  plots  appear  to  be 
dark  and  twisted,  and  many 
of  Vonnegut’s  novels,  such 
as  Slapstick  and  Breakfast  of 
Champions,  are  as  such.  While 
Mortals  Sleep,  however,  is  a 
more  light-hearted  and  humor- 
ous representation  of  a world 
corrupted  by  wealth  and  tech- 
nology. 

Greed  makes  people 
nasty  while  technology  offers 
an  unhealthy  escape  from  real- 
ity. Vonnegut  effectively  gets 
this  message  across  through  his 
vividly  described  characters, 
whether  they  are  human  or  in- 
animate. There  is  an  identifiable 
truth  within  the  sarcasm  and  ex- 
aggerations about  society 

For  instance,  take  George, 
the  main  character  of  “Jenny” 
who  invented  a talking  female 
refrigerator  named  Jenny  to 
replace  the  ex-wife  he  contin- 
ues to  pine  for.  Or  the  wad  of 
cash  from  “Money  Talks”  that 


verbally  abuses  its  owners  to 
the  point  where  they  huddle  in 
the  comer  desperately  covering 
their  ears. 

In  the  story,  Vonnegut 
writes,  “’’Ben’s  soul  knotted 
and  twisted  like  an  old  apple 
tree.  He  was  hearing  again  the 
voice  that  had  held  him  prison- 
er in  the  grocery  store  for  two 
years,  that  had  soured  every 
smile  since  the  milk  and  honey 
of  high  school.” 

People  believe  money  will 
fix  their  problems  and  give  them 
the  glamorous  future  they’ve  al- 
ways dreamed  of.  According  to 
Vonnegut,  this  extreme  materi- 
alism will  torment  the  ones  who 
crave  it  the  most. 

Vonnegut  is  arguably  the 
most  out-there  writer  to  date, 
but  within  each  story  lies  a 
moral  perhaps  more  relevant  to- 
day than  it  was  when  Vonnegut 
wrote  these  stories  early  in  his 
career. 

He  saw  into  the  future  in 
the  insightful  way  only  a writer 
like  Ray  Bradbuiy  in  Fahren- 
heit 45 1 seems  to  be  capable  of 
doing. 

Their  stories  may  be  dra- 
matized to  the  extreme,  but  the 
tmths  presented  about  the  hold 
technological  advances  and  ma- 
terialism have  on  modem  soci- 
ety are  eerily  accurate. 

Nothing  about  Von- 
negut is  easy  to  digest,  though. 
“Hundred-Dollar  Kisses”  is 
written  as  a series  of  questions 
and  answers  with  its  plot  sur- 
rounding an  interrogation  of  an 
office  man  after  he  knocks  out 
a co-worker  with  a telephone 
because  “everybody  pays  at- 
tention to  pictures  of  things. 
Nobody  pay  attention  to  things 
themselves.” 

If  you  read  Slapstick  and 
were  ready  to  throw  the  novel 
through  a wall  after  the  tenth 
“Hi-Ho,”  then  walk  the  other 
way.  While  not  as  heavy  as  his 
novels.  While  Mortals  Sleep  is 
still  written  in  his  distinctively 
strange  and  almost  whimsical 
voice. 

Let  me  remind  you  that 


this  story  is  about  the  romantic 
relationship  between  an  ambi- 
tious inventor  and  his  refrig- 
erator. Nothing  is  off-limits  to 
Vonnegut. 

Digging  into  one  of  his 
stories  is  like  having  a dream  on 
acid.  Only  Vonnegut  was  natu- 
rally quirky  enough  to  get  away 
with  psychedelic  dreams  while 
staying  above  the  influence. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  all 
of  the  selected  stories  get  their 
message  across.  “The  Epizoot- 
ic” follows  a futuristic  president 
during  an  American  crisis.  The 
crisis  is  that  men  are  dropping 
dead  at  the  age  of  47  of  a dis- 
ease labeled  the  epizootic.  This 
disease  causes  men,  specifically 
family  men,  to  kill  themselves 
at  random. 

Why?  Vonnegut  says  it’s 
because  the  men  realize  they 
can’t  give  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren everything  they  deserve, 
so  they  off  themselves  to  collect 
life  insurance. 

Fair  enough,  but  America 
already  has  a word  used  to  de- 
scribe suicidal  individuals-its 
called  depressed.  Giving  a silly 
name  to  a national  epidemic, 
that  isn’t  actually  an  epidemic 
so  much  as  a dramatic  response 
to  an  economic  crisis,  doesn’t 
give  the  story  more  impact. 

This  brings  me  to  my 
question  of  why  these  sto- 
ries weren’t  published  earlier, 
by  Vonnegut  himself.  I have 
thought  this  through  for  days 
and  have  walked  away  clueless. 
Vonnegut  was  his  own  harshest 
critic,  often  tossing  out  works 
he  wasn’t  completely  satisfied 
with. 

If  Vonnegut  never  made 
a move  to  publish  these  selec- 
tions, why  did  he  keep  them? 

Vonnegut  was  in  the 
midst  of  publishing  other  short 
stories  to  magazines  and  liter- 
ary journals  when  these  stories 
were  being  created,  but  he  did 
not  choose  to  include  these  in 
his  submissions. 

Did  Vonnegut  simply  dis- 
like the  lighter  tone  of  these 
stories,  settling  into  a darker 


and  even  more  satirical  voice  as 
his  popularity  grew?  Maybe  he 
wasn’t  even  sure  what  the  hell 
“The  Epizootic”  was  supposed 
to  be  about. 

None  of  these  questions 
are  answered  in  the  foreword  by 
Dave  Eggers  that  actually  left 
me  with  even  more  unanswered 
questions.  Eggers  remembers 
Vonnegut  as  a member  of  a col- 
lective few  that  wrote  in  the 
style  he  refers  to  as  a “mouse- 
trap” style. 

Vonnegut  toys  with  the 
reader  before  trapping  them  in 
the  end,  but  according  to  Eggers 
a Vonnegut  reader  knows  they 
are  being  set  up  before  the  story 
even  begins.  “It’s  fun  to  be  set 
up... We  are  his  willing  prey,” 
Eggers  writes. 

The  foreword  focuses  on 
Vonnegut’s  accomplishments  as 
a unique  writer  but  ignores  the 
darker  side  to  him  that  makes 
him  such  an  interesting  charac- 
ter in  our  history. 

Vonnegut  is  no  longer 
with  us,  making  it  unnecessary 
to  boast  about  him  as  if  Von- 
negut would  be  reading  this. 
The  offspring  of  Vonnegut  have 
often  spoke  of  his  depressed 
mood  toward  the  world. 

He  wasn’t  sad  or  alienat- 
ing, but  he  saw  society  going 
down  a dangerous  path,  bring- 
ing him  to  a dark  place.  He 
wrote  alone  and  often  tossed  out 
pieces  he  had  been  working  on 
for  days. 

Devoted  Vonnegut  fans 
are  aware  of  these  facts,  but  to 
those  just  beginning  to  dive  in, 
a sense  of  his  mental  state  helps 
to  decipher  his  complex  story 
lines  and  hidden  meanings. 

If  you  can’t  stomach  true 
love  between  a man  and  his  re- 
frigerator, be  warned  that  Von- 
negut only  gets  weirder  and 
creepier. 

He  may  not  delve  into  the 
complexities  of  incest  and  war 
as  his  more  provocative  novels 
and  short  stories  have  done,  but 
you  will  at  least  re-think  pur- 
chasing that  next  lottery  ticket 
and  latest  smartphone. 
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Westfield  Voice  sports  reporter  previews  the  2012  NFL  Draft 


l>’ler  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


If  someone  asks  me  what 
the  greatest  month  of  the  year 
is,  I would  without  a doubt  say 
the  month  of  April. 

Not  only  does  April  have 
the  Final  Four  of  the  NCAA 
men’s  basketball  tournament, 
the  Masters  and  my  birthday  (I 
turned  21  on  the  16th),  but  the 
NFL  E>raft  is  also  in  April. 

Yes,  the  NFL  Ehnft  and  its 
seven  rounds  of  pure  greatness. 

For  many  people,  watch- 
ing the  NFL  Draft  can  be  a 
boring  experience  because  no 
actual  football  is  being  played. 
But  for  others,  it  is  start  of  the 
new  season. 

I love  to  watch  the  draft 
to  dissect  every  pick  first  to  last 
and  think  about  how  that  player 
will  pan  out  in  the  NFL. 

In  other  words,  I am  a 
little  obsessed.  But  you  know 
what,  that  is  okay,  because  now 


I get  to  share  my  great  wisdom 
(yes,  I am  a little  cocky)  of  the 
draft  with  Voice  readers. 

The  draft  this  year  is  all 
about  quarterbacks,  which  most 
of  the  time  it  is.  The  top  two 
picks  are  almost  certainly  going 
to  be  Andrew  Luck  (going  num- 
ber one  to  the  Colts)  and  Robert 
Griffin  IE  (going  number  two  to 
the  Redskins). 

After  the  first  two  selec- 
tions, the  Vikings  are  expected 
to  take  offensive  tackle  (which 
is  regarded  as  the  second  most 
valued  position  behind  quar- 
terback in  the  draft)  Matt  Kafil 
from  use. 

After  that,  the  Cleveland 
Browns  have  the  fourth  pick 
and  could  shake  up  the  entire 
draft. 

As  Voice  Sports  Editor 
Joey  Cooper  wrote  in  his  col- 
umn a couple  of  weeks  ago,  the 
Browns  have  many  options  at 
this  pick. 

Alabama  running  back 
Trent  Richardson  is  a high  pos- 
sibility or  Cleveland  could  help 


out  quarterback  Colt  McCoy  by 
getting  the  best  wide  receiver  on 
the  board  in  Justin  Blackman. 

Or  the  Browns  could 
show  a total  lack  of  faith  in 
McCoy  and  draft  rising  quar- 
terback Ryan  Tannehill  from 
Texas  A&M. 

Personally,  I believe  the 
Browns  should  select  Richard- 
son with  the  pick  and  then  get 
a wide  receiver  like  Kendall 
Wright  from  Baylor  with  the 
22nd  pick  of  the  draft  to  solidify 
their  offense. 

If  they  are  so  desperate 
for  a quarterback,  then  they  can 
easily  select  28-year-old  quar- 
terback Brandon  Weeden  from 
Oklahoma  State  to  battle  Mc- 
Coy for  the  starting  job. 

TarmehUl  has  been  the 
talk  of  the  draft  recently  as  he 
has  been  rising  on  many  draft 
boards. 

Though  the  quarterback 
has  only  had  19  starts  at  quar- 
terback (he  played  receiver  his 
first  two  years  in  college)  he 
is  being  talked  about  as  being 


a great  quarterback  or  another 
bust  like  JarMcus  Russell. 

However,  I see  him  being 
selected  with  the  tenth  overall 
selection  by  Miami  Dolphins 
whose  new  offensive  coordina- 
tor Mike  Sherman  is  Taiuiehill’s 
former  college  head  coach. 

It  would  be  unwise  of  me 
to  not  mention  one  of  my  edi- 
tor’s favorite  teams  (shout  out 
to  Rob),  the  Buffalo  Bills. 

The  Bills,  dare  I say,  may 
be  the  second  best  team  in  the 
AFC  East  right  now.  Don’t  be- 
lieve me?  Buffalo’s  defense  is 
loaded  thanks  to  the  addition 
of  Mario  Williams  at  the  right 
end  position  and  the  offense  has 
three  young  weapons  in  CJ. 
SpiUer,  Fred  Jackson  and  Steve 
Johnson. 

The  only  key  that  is  miss- 
ing for  this  team  is  that  their  of- 
fensive line  is  putrid.  Thus,  look 
for  them  to  take  the  second  best 
lineman  in  the  draft  Riley  Reiff , 
an  offensive  tackle  fixrm  Iowa, 
to  help  the  Bills  up  ftont. 

Meanwhile,  the  Patriots, 


like  always,  have  numerous 
selections  in  the  draft  and,  like 
always,  they  will  most  likely 
trade  their  picks  for  more  future 
picks. 

But  if  they  don’t,  and  I 
like  most  fans  pray  they  don’t, 
they  should  look  at  fixing  their 
offensive  line  (most  notably  at 
the  center  spot  Wisconsin  Pe- 
ter Konz  is  the  top  center  in  the 
draft)  getting  a defensive  line- 
man who  could  play  outside 
linebacker,  (Chandler  Jones 
from  Syracuse  could  be  avail- 
able to  the  Pats)  or  getting  help 
in  the  secondary. 

My  prediction  if  the  Pats 
try  to  get  secondary  help  is  that 
they  will  go  with  former  Florida 
Gator  Janoris  Jenkins,  who  al- 
though has  some  character  is- 
sues and  was  kicked  off  the  Ga- 
tors, has  superb  talent  and  could 
benefit  from  a good  locker  room 
like  the  Patriots  have. 

So  get  your  popcorn 
ready  and  get  ready  to  look  at 
Mel  Kiper  Jr.’s  great  hair.  It’s 
draft  time  baby. 


Owls  finish  second  in  men’s  golf  MASCAC  Championship 


photo  by  Mickey  Curtis 


Sophomore  Tyler  LaBonte  was  Westfield’s  low  medal- 
ist with  an  80  in  placing  fourth  overall  at  the  MASCAC 
Championship. 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Salem  State  senior  Nick 
Zolotas  (Peabody,  MA)  and 
sophomore  Tom  Grant  (Mans- 
field, MA)  both  placed  in  the 
top  five  to  help  the  Vikings 
capturt  their  fourth  consecutive 
and  13th  MASCAC  Champi- 
onship on  Tuesday,  April  17  at 
the  par-72  Blackstone  National 
Golf  Course. 

The  crown  marks  SSU’s 
third  consecutive  title.  The  tour- 
nament was  restarted  in  2010 
after  a 19-year  hiatus. 

The  team  score  for  the  Vi- 
kings of  312  (+24)  is  one  stroke 
better  than  their  previous  vic- 
tory last  season. 

Westfield  State  took 
home  the  runner-up  trophy 


with  a combined  score  of  343 
(+55)  and  Worcester  State  fol- 
lowed with  a team  tally  of  351 
(+^3). 

Three  individuals  for 
MCLA  competed  in  a tourna- 
ment field  of  19  competitors  as 
they  did  not  have  the  required 
number  for  a team  score. 

Zolotas  dominated  the 
field  with  a round  of  66  (-6) 
which  was  three  strokes  off  the 
course  record  of  63.  He  was 
-4  on  the  four  par-5  holes,  had 
only  two  bogeys,  and  recorded 
an  eagle  on  the  par-4,  346-yard 
sixth  hole. 

Zolotas  also  improved 
on  his  first  place  finish  from  a 
year  ago  at  the  2011  MASCAC 
Championship  by  three  strokes 
when  he  shot  69  (-3). 

Senior  Shane  Ortega 


(Pittsfield,  MA)  of  MCLA 
placed  second  with  a score  of 
77  (+5). 

Grant  carded  a 79  (+7) 
which  was  good  for  third  place 
and  Tyler  LaBonte  (Brewster, 
MA)  of  Westfield  State  hand- 
ed in  a card  80  (+8)  for  fourth 
place. 

MCL\  junior  Sean  Cota 
(Adams,  MA)  came  in  fifth 
place  with  a final  score  of  81 
(+9). 

Worcester  State  junior 
Joe  Belanger  (Holden,  MA)  and 
Salem  State  freshman  Craig 
Farley  (Bradford,  MA)  both 
tied  for  sixth  with  scores  of  83 
(+12). 

Senior  Chris  Berry  (Rut- 
land, MA)  and  junior  Matt  Sebet 
(Westwood,  MA)  - both  of  Sa- 
lem State  - took  home  eighth 


place  scorecards  (84;  +12). 

Junior  Rory  Wilkowich 
(Okotoks,  Alberta)  of  West- 
field  and  second-year  James 


Letoumeau  (Seekonk,  MA)  of 
Worcester  State  rounded  out  the 
top-ten  as  they  tied  with  scores 
of  86  (+14). 
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Morning  Joe  Bj:  Joej  Cooper 

'WeekCy  Look  at  tfie  'WorCcC  of  Sports”  Sports  Editor 


Being  a Cleveland  Indi- 
ans fan,  a lead  in  the  ninth  in- 
ning virtually  means  nothing. 
The  rollercoaster  that  is  the 
Chris  Perez  show  closing  out 
games  is  a circus,  and  one  that’s 
painful  to  watch. 

Every  lead  is  in  jeopardy 
when  he  steps  onto  the  mound 
tossing  the  rosin  bag  up  in  the 
air,  as  the  lead  built  throughout 
eight  innings  is  up  for  grabs. 

The  hardest  part  to  realize 
is  that  Chris  Perez  was  tied  for 
11th  last  season  in  saves,  tally- 
ing a career  high  of  36. 

Where  did  the  elite  clos- 
ers go  in  our  game?  It  seems 
to  be  a lost  art  among  many  of 
the  30  teams  in  Major  League 
Baseball. 

This  once  decorated  posi- 


tion had  a number  of  different 
elite  level  closers  who  looked 
forward  to  the  opportunity  to 
close  out  games  in  the  most  vi- 
tal point  in  a baseball  game. 

With  Trevor  Hoffman  re- 
tiring in  2010  with  601  career 
saves,  and  Marino  Rivera  on  his 
way  out  soon  with  605,  what  is 
going  to  happen  to  the  domi- 
nance of  the  position? 

At  one  point,  closers  like 
John  Smoltz  and  Dennis  Ecker- 
sley  would  enter  a game  in  the 
ninth,  all  but  wrapping  it  up  be- 
fore they  even  took  the  first  sig- 
nal. The  most  feared  position  in 
baseball  is  looking  more  bleak 
and  average  than  ever. 

Out  of  the  40  pitchers  who 
recorded  saves  in  20 1 1 , the  20th 
ranked  closer  Joakim  Soria, 


claiming  28  saves  had  an  atro- 
cious earned  run  average  over 
4.00  for  the  AL  Central  fourth 
place  Royals. 

Atlanta  Braves  closer 
Craig  Kimbrel  a season  ago 
had  the  second  most  saves  at 
46,  while  racking  up  the  sec- 
ond most  blown  saves  at  eight. 
Stats  like  this  point  to  the  fact 
that  the  dying  position  of  closer 
does  not  carry  the  great  stature 
it  once  did. 

Closers  once  used  strike- 
outs as  a way  to  get  outs  but 
now  are  just  trying  to  get  an  out 
anyway  they  can. 

Coveted  free  agent  claser 
for  the  Miami  Marlins  Heath 
Bell  scrapped  out  just  5 1 strike- 
outs of  the  64  games  he  played 
in  a season  ago  with  the  Padres. 


Chris  Perez  recorded  a 
pathetic  39  strikeouts  in  64 
games. 

Pitches  like  mid  to  high 
90’s  fastballs  and  cutters  are 
no  longer  a blue  print  to  what 
teams  look  for  in  a closer. 

Due  to  a lack  of  talent 
throughout  the  league,  relievers 


are  being  turned  into  closers  at  a 
rapid  pace,  further  thinning  the 
depleting  position. 

In  the  start  of  this  2012 
MLB  season,  there  have  already 
been  a number  of  collapses  by 
relief  pitchers  and  closers  com- 
ing out  to  42  blown  saves  as  of 
April  17  th. 


Are  you  a fan  of  Westfield  State  Athletics? 

Do  you  regulary  attend  your  favorite 
Owls  home  games? 

Then  write  about  it! 

Send  your  WSU  sports  stories  to: 
thevoice  @we  stfield.ma.edu 


»»»  ACCEPTED  HERE  ««« 


Sm  Cheese  Pizza 
just  5 bucks! 
Order  $10  or  more 
and  Its  only  $4! 
(limit  2) 


Planning  a 
event?  Let  us 
do  the  work! 
call  for  speical 
pricing! 


Want  something 
different?  Try  our 
new  Indian  menu! 


This  weeks 
specialsl 


HTTP;//WWWJ’ APeRaTypiZZeRM.COM 


Westhelo  State  University 


Like  us  on 

Facebook 

KTTP : //WWW.  f eeebook . eows/PeperCityPiKe 


78  Franklin  St. 
413-562>8500 
- Hours  - 

Mon  - Thurs  11  to  10 
Fri  & Sat  11  to  11 
Sunday  12  to  10 


Have  you  tried  our  10 
styles  of  wings?! 

10  Wings,  Lg  Fries 
ond  a 2ltr  Soda 
for  just  $10.50! 
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Trust  the  Midas  touch. 


OIL  CHANGE 


most 

vehkies 


Oil  and  fitter  change 

-up  to  5 quarts  of  conventional  oil 

Rotate  and  inspect  4 tires 


Courtesy  check  including 
visual  brake  check 

-battery,  air  filter,  fluid,  belts  & hoses 


GREAT  SAVINGS 


- 

*10  OFF  *20  0FF*30  OFF  I 


SERVICES 
OVER  $100 


SERVICES 
OVER  $200 


SERVICES 
OVER  $300 


Brakes,  Exhaust.  Suspension,  Wheel  Alignments, 
Belts,  Hoses,  Headlamps,  Bulbs  and  More! 

EsctiKlestirvs.  batteries  and  oil  rhanges.  off  rcgatar  pkc.  Coasomer  pays  aU  tax.  Most  vehirtes.  Cash 

v^ue  l/WOtb  of  U-  Cotton  (eqoired  at  time  of  ^cha^.  Oee  coapoa  per  total  iovaire.  Not  valid  with  ocber 
offers.  VaM  at  participating  locatfonts)  listed  betovv.  Void  it  sobl.  copied  or  trafcstened  and  w 
by  lacB.  Expires  V3Q/12. 


LIFETIME  GUARANTEED 

BRAKE  PADS  OR  SHOES  INSTALLED 

OFF 

^25  OFF 

per  axle 

• Comprehensive  brake  system  evaluation 


STUDENT  SAVINGS^^W^ 

10%0FFI?rW| 

WITH 

WESTFIELD  STATE  UNIVERSITY  ! 
STUDENT  ID 


(excludes  tax) 


pay^  aC  tax.  mo«i  veMdes.  Cash  vaUie  1/lOOIh  of  U.  <^pon  leguired  at 
tal  inv^dce.  Mot  valid  with  other  offers.  Valid  at  parlkipaling  locaVonfs} 
' by  law.  Experes  4/30/12. 


WESTFIELD  302  E Main  St  413-568-8621 


I ^1  iij  i» ' 


t: 
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Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

A number  of  things  will  be 
starting  to  move  in  your 
direction  behind  the  scenes 
right  now.  So  just  try  to  be 
patient  and  keep  a positive 
attitude.  Someone  who  is 
very  supportive  will  be  able  to 
provide  you  with  some  much- 
needed  help  or  guidance. 

Taurus 

(April  21 -May  21) 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  you  have 
some  difficulties  with  a few 
jealous  or  resentful  people. 
Others  are  bound  to  end  up 
promising  you  more  than  they 
can  deliver  right  now. 

Gemini 

(May  22- June  21) 

Try  to  see  what  you  can  do 
to  expand  your  range  of 
opportunities  right  now.  You 
may  have  a hard  time  figuring 
out  where  you’d  like  to  direct 
your  focus 

Cancer 

(June  22  - July  22) 

Don’t  be  afraid  to  break  free 
from  your  usual  routine  and 
try  something  new.  Even  if 
there  seems  to  be  a lot  going 
on  around  you  right  now, 
try  not  to  let  yourself  get  too 
stressed  out  by  it  all. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

You’ll  be  feeling  a bit 
impulsive,  but  don’t  be  afraid 
to  put  a little  more  thought 
into  any  important  decisions 
right  now.  You  should  really 
try  to  discuss  things  with  your 
family  before  coming  to  any 
firm  conclusions. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
You’ll  be  feeling  very  excitable 
and  enthusiastic  lately.  Just 
be  careful  that  you  don’t 
get  carried  away  and  end  up 
promising  other  people  more 
than  you  can  really  deliver. 


Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
You  should  try  to  be  willing  to 
help  out  if  anyone  you  know 
could  use  a helping  hand.  With 
everything  you’re  dealing 
with  at  the  moment,  remember 
to  stick  to  a healthy  diet  and 
exercise  routine  or  you’ll  end 
up  feeling  a little  worn  out. 

Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Your  romantic  intentions 
will  be  well-received,  so  you 
should  really  take  a chance  and 
make  your  feelings  known. 
Luck  will  definitely  be  on  your 
side  when  it  comes  to  most 
endeavors  right  now. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

It’s  a great  time  for  you  to  try  to 
make  a few  fresh  starts.  So  try 
not  to  create  any  unnecessary 
headaches  for  yourself  by 
continuing  to  dwell  on  old 
issues  and  problems. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
As  interesting  as  some  of  the 
opportunities  around  you 
will  seem  at  the  moment, 
just  be  advised  to  take  a little 
time  before  making  any  firm 
commitments.  Remember  that 
there’s  really  no  need  to  rush 
into  anything  right  now. 

Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
You  should  try  to  give  a little 
serious  thought  to  your  long- 
term financial  situation  right 
now.  Some  new  opportunities 
could  soon  be  popping  up  for 
you  on  the  job  front. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

You’ll  be  in  a very  spontaneous 
and  adventurous  mood  today. 
But  you  need  to  be  careful  that 
you  don’t  let  yourself  get  so 
caught  up  in  the  excitement  of 
things. 


courtesy  of  californiapsychics  .com 


elf  iie  try  Pans! 


■S>  Met  k P«(  Nil,  PctmtsMorr  recfuit  etl  (or  (i«« 


, rrrr. 

fifrietk  Portfti.  Perml«ston  lequirorl  for  us«. 


off  fhc  marit  by  MarV  Parisi 


Daily  SuDoku;  Tue  17-Apr-201 2 medium 
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BROWNS 

PANCAKES 

BREAD 

HONEY 

PORRIDGE 

CEREAL 

HOT 

ROLLS 

COFFEE 

CHOCOLATE 

SAUSAGES 

CROISSANTS 

JAM 

TEA 

DOUGHNUTS 

JELLY 

TOAST 

EGGS 

MARMALADE 

WAFFLES 

FRUIT 

MILK 

YOGURT 

GRANOLA 

MUFFINS 
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Hours  Of  Operation 


Dining  Commons 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajn.  - 8:00  p.m, 
Saturday  & Sunday 
7:00  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m.  & 
4:30  p jn.-8:00  p.m. 

Subway 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Saturday 

12:00  pjn.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Sunday 

1:00  p.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 


Dunkin’  Donuts 

Monday  - Thursday 
7:00  ajn.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Friday 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:30  pjn. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
10:00  ajn.  - 11:00  pjn, 

Pandini’s 

Everyday 

11:00  a.m.-  12:00  ajn. 

The  Perch 

Friday  & Saturday 
8:00  p.m.  - 2:00  ajn. 


Bookstore 

Monday  & Thursday 
9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 
Tuesday  & Wednesday 
9:00  a.m.  - 7:00  p.m. 
Friday 

9:00  ajn.  - 4:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

11:00  ajn.  - 3:00  p.m. 
Closed  Sunday 

Quixotes 

Monday  - Thursday 
8:00  ajn.  - 9:30  p.m. 
Friday 

8:00  ajn.  - 6:00  p.m. 


Library 

Monday  - Thursday 
8 ajn.  - 12:00  a.m. 
Friday 
8 ajn.  - 5pjn. 
Saturday 
10  ajn.  - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
1 p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Jazzman’s  Cafe 

Monday  - Friday 
7:00  a.m.  - 11:00  pjn. 
Saturday  & Sunday 
5:00  pjn.  - 11:00  pjn. 


Stop  in  at  Tommy  D’s! 

Back  to  Ihe  iNri  Faitjrl 
'nieaday,  ApcQ  24di 
"Ski  Ball,  Huge  Games  ofTwister, 
a^90’s  Trivial" 


Drink  Specials: 

ShamKxk  Shake  Shot  $4.00 
Guinness  Draft  $4.25 
Irish  Car  Bomb  $6.25 


12  wings  and  a pitcher  of  beer  for  $8.95 
1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU  student  ID! 


And  don’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next  door! 
Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 


Career  Carnival 


Wednesda^f^pril  25th 

Noon'^-  3pm 

On  the  Wilson  Green 

Raffle  10  WM  Prizes 
IMHO  ^01  amt  ^ 


Come  out  and  have  fun  playing  Carnival  Games! 
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Campus 


President  Dobelle  to  make  official  tobacco  policy  decision  in  June 


Rob  Donoghue 

Managing  Editor 


Following  determinations 
that  the  current  tobacco  policy 
at  Westfield  State  University 
has  been  ineffective,  Westfield 
President  Evan  Dobelle  and  the 
Board  of  Trustees  will  meet  on 
June  14  to  officially  decide  on 
a new  tobacco  policy  where  the 
campus  would  go  smoke-firee 
beginning  next  fall. 

Following  the  lead  of  six 
other  Massachusetts  state  col- 
leges and  universities  who  have 
banned  tobacco  on  their  cam- 
puses within  the  past  two  years 
- along  with  UMass  Amherst 
which  is  set  to  initiate  an  iden- 
tical policy  in  2013  - Dobelle 
has  the  final  authority  to  initiate 
a tobacco-free  policy  for  West- 
field  State. 

Westfield’s  Board  of 
Trustees  passed  a motion  on 
December  10,  2009  to  accept 
Dobelle’s  reconunendation  to 
allow  the  university  to  increase 
the  smoke-free  buffer  around 
th®  entrances  of  buildings  from 
25  feet  to  50  feet. 

The  change  was  made  in 
an  effort  to  keep  the  campus 
healthy  'and  remove  second 
hand  smoke  from  all  campus 
doorways  and  windows.  The 
decision  was  approved  follow- 
ing Dobelle’s  proposal  and  rec- 


ommendations from  Westfield’s 
Substance  Advisory  Committee 
(SAC)  along  with  student  and 
faculty  input.' 

The  current  Westfield 
State  tobacco  policy  states  that 
the  use  of  tobacco  products  - ci- 
gars, cigarettes,  pipes,  chewing 
tobacco  and  other  usable  forms 
of  tobacco  - are  prohibited  in- 
side any  campus  building,  on 
all  the  athletic  fields  and  in  the 
Courtney  HaU  courtyard. 

When  the  motion  was 
passed  in  2009,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  also  authorized  the 
President  of  Westfield  to  assess 
the  success  of  the  increased 
smoking  buffer  and  impose  a 
complete  tobacco  ban  on  cam- 
pus beginning  on  January  1, 
2011  if  the  new  policy  was 
determined  to  be  ineffective  at 
achieving  its  goal. 

When  the  “50  feet’’  policy 
was  approved  in  2009,  the  SAC 
recommended  that  the  univer- 
sity go  totally  tobacco-free  be- 
ginning in  2011.  A target  date 
for  WSU  to  go  smoke-free  was 
also  set  for  September  1, 2011, 
but  Dobelle  allowed  more  time 
for  the  “50  feet’’  policy  to  be 
evaluated  before  implementing 
a complete  tobacco  ban. 

According  to  WSU  offi- 
cials, a determination  has  been 
made  this  spring  that  the  current 
tobacco  policy  has  not  achieved 
its  planned  goals  and  the  issue 
will  be  on  the  agenda  during  the 


Board  of  Trustees  meeting  on 
June  14. 

Carlton  Pickron,  West- 
field’s Interim  Vice  President 
of  Student  Affairs,  said  that  a 
tobacco-free  prolicy  at  West- 
field  would  be  implemented 
with  “soft  enforcement”  simi- 
lar to  the  policies  initiated  at 
Salem  State  and  Bridgewater 
State  where  students  would  be 
respectfully  reminded  that  the 
campus  is  tobacco-free. 

Pickron  said  that  a new 
policy  would  include  language 
similar  to  that  of  Bridgewater’s 
tobacco-free  policy. 

Bridgewater’s  policy 
states  that  “all  campus  constitu- 
ents have  a collective  responsi- 
bility to  promote  the  safety  and 
health  of  the  campus  commu- 
nity, and,  therefore,  share  in  the 
responsibility  of  policy  compli- 
ance. Individuals  observed  us- 
ing tobacco,  in  any  form,  are  to 
be  reminded  in  a professional 
and  courteous  manner  of  the 
University  policy.” 

Patricia  Berube,  Direc- 
tor of  Westfield  State  Health 
Services,  said  that  the  goal  of 
becoming  tobacco-free  would 
help  meet  one  of  the  directives 
of  the  National  “Healthy  People 
2020”  that  “Healthy  Campuses 
2020”  models. 

“1  believe  if  the  campus 
becomes  tobacco-free,  we  need 
to  offer  resources  to  help  people 
quit,”  Berube  said. 


“We’ve  sponsored  at  least 
three  tobacco  cessation  pro- 
grams this  spring,”  she  said. 

“An  optional  anonymous 
survey  question  asking  if  a to- 
bacco-free campus  was  favored 
was  sent  to  students  on  their  2 1 st 
birthday  as  part  of  the  “Be  Re- 
sponsible about  Drinking”  pro- 
gram,” she  added.  “Responders 
overall  favored  a tobacco-free 
campus.” 

While  Dobelle  has  not 
announced  an  official  change  to 
the  policy,  multiple  WSU  stu- 
dents said  that  they  are  aware 
of  the  expected  policy  change 
and  have  already  begun  to  quit 
smoking  in  preparation  for  the 
campus  becoming  tobacco-free 
beginning  in  the  fall. 

“Student  Government 
was  more  active  on  the  subject 
during  the  deliberations  of  two 
years  ago,”  said  senior  Lou  Ci- 
maglia.  President  of  Westfield’s 
Student  Government  Associa- 
tion. “This  year,  all  we  really 
did  was  relay  the  information. 
The  policy  exists  now  and  will 
be  executed  starting  September 
1,2012.” 

While  many  Westfield 
students  said  they  would  be  in 
favor  of  a complete  tobacco  ban, 
others  said  they  think  it  would 
be  an  ill-advised  decision. 

A WSU  junior  who  chose 
to  remain  anonymous  said  he 
would  be  against  a complete 
ban  and  suggested  that  the  uni- 


versity could  instead  designate 
a few  areas  on  campus  where 
smoking  would  be  allowed.  The 
student  said  that  this  idea  would 
be  fairer  for  both  smokers  and 
non-smokers. 

“I  personally  feel  that  it 
will  be  a difficult  transition  to 
tobacco-free,”  Cimaglia  said. 
“It  is  impossible  to  dispute  that 
tobacco  is  harmful  and  should 
eventually  be  phased  out  of  so- 
ciety, but  I fundamentally  have 
an  issue  with  forbidding  a le- 
gal activity  from  college-aged 
adults. 

“Many  sister  institutions 
are  currently  going  tobacco- 
free,  and  I understand  they  have 
been  fairly  successful  efforts  so 
far,”  he  added. 

“The  issue  of  enforce- 
ment is  what  worries  many,  and 
potential  sanctions  will  also  be 
a point  of  controversy.  I don’t 
think  a student  will  ever  be 
hauled  into  Student  Conduct 
for  using  tobacco,  at  least  at  the 
beginning.  The  bottom  line  is 
that  hopefully  the  culture  will 
be  created  where  smoking  will 
be  extinct,  and  that  is  something 
everyone  hopes  to  see.” 

“The  American  Cancer 
Society  reports  that  28  people 
in  Massachusetts  die  everyday 
due  to  tobacco  related  illness,” 
Berube  said.  “A  tobacco-free 
campus  would  be  healthier  for 
everyone  and  positively  impact 
the  environment.” 
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Campus 

Spring  Weekend  recap 


photo  by  Alex  McConnon 

Some  students  felt  that  the  lines  were  too  long  to  bear. 


Kylie  Coffey 
News  Editor 


Whip,  Whip  City. 

Young  Money  Entertain- 
ment, Cash  Money  Records’ 
Tyga  was  the  headliner  and 
main  focus  of  Westfield  State 
University’s  Spring  Weekend 
last  Saturday. 

The  concert  was  one  of 
many  events  that  WSU’s  Cam- 
pus Activities  Board  (CAB) 
sponsored. 

The  two-day  event  kicked 
off  on  Friday  April  20  with  Co- 
median Anton  Shuford . Shuford, 
a Philadelphia  native,  kept  stu- 
dents laughing  from  10  p.m.  to 
11:15  p.m.  After  Shuford’s  per- 
formance, CAB  hosted  Brown 
Bag  Bingo,  a WSU  tradition. 

For  those  not  accustomed 
to  how  Brown  Bag  Bingo  works, 
it’s  simple.  It’s  Bingo  with  a 
twist.  Prizes  are  concealed  in- 
side bags  so  that  players  don’t 
know  what  the  prizes  are  until 
they  win. 

The  big  prizes  of  the  night 
were  a speakers  system,  iHome, 
and  an  iPod  shuffle. 

“The  Campus  Center  was 
packed  and  everyone  there  defi- 
nitely had  a lot  of  fun,”  said  ju- 
nior Rob  Donoghue. 

Saturday’s  activities 
started  off  with  Novelties  on 
the  Campus  Green.  Novelties 
included;  Zip-lining,  jousting,  a 
license  plate  maker,  hat  person- 
alization and  free  fried  dough. 
According  to  most  students,  the 
lines  were  long  and  free  items 
ran  out  too  quickly. 

“There’s  not  much  they 
could  do  about  the  lines,”  said 
junior  Samantha  Fahey.  “But 
they  needed  more  merchandise. 
Especially  the  hats  that  were 
gone  by  like,  two-thirty!” 

The  main  event,  the  Tyga 
concert,  was  held  at  the  Wood- 
ward Center  at  6 p.m.  Students 
were  not  allowed  to  bring  in 
bags  and  they  were  checked  in 


by  security  prior  to  entering  the 
event.  It  was  a sold  out  show; 
all  1500  tickets  were  sold  out 
by  the  time  Spring  Weekend  ar- 
rived. 

Boston  rapper  Moufy, 
who  headlined  a Concert  in 
Scanlon  back  in  February, 
opened  the  concert.  Moufy’s 
hits  include  “Boston  Lights” 
and  “Twist  It  and  Light  It”.  He 
has  been  featured  on  the  popu- 
lar blog  site,  Barstool  Sports. 
YG  and  Lil’  Twist  were  sched- 
uled to  perform,  but  cancelled 
at  the  last  minute. 

Tyga  came  on  the  stage 
around  7:30  p.m.  Bom  Michael 
Stevenson,  the  22-year-old’s 
stage  name  is  an  acronym  for 
Thank  You  God  Always.  The 
stage  was  illuminated  with 
light’s  that  spelled  out  T-Y-G-A 
as  well  as  a replica  of  the  Egyp- 
tian Sphinx. 

He  performed  his  hit 
songs  “Rack  City”  and  “Faded” 
along  with  some  lesser-known 


tracks. 

Spring  Weekend  is  always 
a big  weekend  on  the  Westfield 
State  campus.  To  ensure  that  ev- 
eryone celebrated  respectfully. 
Administration,  including  Pub- 
lic Safety  and  Residential  Life, 
added  extra  security  measures. 

Students  were  allowed  to 
register  one  guest  each.  Each 
guest  had  to  be  18  years  of  age 
or  older  and  be  preregistered 
prior  to  Spring  Weekend.  Alco- 
holic beverages  were  prohibited 
in  public  areas. 

In  an  official  email  to 
students,  administration  said, 
“alcoholic  beverage  containers 
including  but  not  limited  to  in- 
dividual containers,  kegs,  and 
coolers  are  prohibited  in  public 
areas  of  the  campus  including 
all  buildings,  grounds,  parking 
lots,  walkways,  courtyards,  and 
roadways.” 

All  open  containers,  bags, 
and  items  were  subjected  to  in- 
spection. 


Student 


Spotlip-ht 

^ ^ by  Tim  Gallery 


Name:  Brad  Calandrella 
Major:  Communication 
Hometown:  Islington,  MA 


Are  you  involved  with  any  clubs  or  organizations  on  campus? 
Yes,  1 am  involved  with  the  school’s  radio  station  WSKB. 


What  can  you  be  found  doing  between  classes? 

You  could  probably  find  me  drinking  coffee  and  listening  to 
music. 


The  power  to  fly  or  turn  invisible? 

Definitely  the  power  to  fly  so  I can  go  anywhere  in  the  world! 
Sweetest  trip  you’ve  ever  been  on? 

The  sweetest  trip  I’ve  ever  been  on  was  a WSU  J-Term  trip  to 
San  Francisco,  California.  I can’t  wait  to  go  back  to  Cali. 

What  does  the  ideal  Saturday  look  like  to  you? 

Ideal  Samrday  for  me  is  playing  wiffle  ball  on  a beautiful 
sunny  day  while  listening  to  the  Red  Sox  on  the  radio. 

If  you  had  to  pack  up  and  leave  right  now,  where  would  you 
go  and  why? 

If  I could  go  anywhere  in  the  world  I would  go  to  Fenway 
Park  in  Boston,  MA.  Nothing  like  being  at  Fenway,  with  the 
atmosphere  and  energy  in  the  historical  park.  It’s  an  amazing 
feeling. 

What’s  you’re  “go-to”  song  of  all  time? 

“Easy  Skanking”  by  Bob  Marley. 

Biggest  Pet  Peeve? 

That  has  to  be  smelly  feet. 

What  are  you  going  to  do  after  this  interview? 

I will  probably  go  and  watch  Arrested  Development.  It’s  such 
a great  show. 


If  you  would  like  to  be  in  the  spotlight 
- or  know  someone  who  deserves  it 
- email 

thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
and  tell  us  why. 
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Westfield  students  present  at  NRHC  Conference  in  Baltimore 


Rob  Donoghue 

Managing  Editor 


On  Thursday  afternoon, 
April  12,  10  members  of  the 
Westfield  State  University  Hon- 
ors Programs  took  a six  hour 
Amtrak  train  ride  from  Spring- 
field  to  Baltimore,  Maryland 
to  partake  in  the  2012  North- 
east Regional  Honors  Council 
(NRHC)  Conference. 

Accompanied  by  E>r.  Glen 
Brewster,  Director  of  the  Honors 
Program,  and  Gretchen  Konrad, 
Honors  Program  Secretary,  the 
students  representing  Westfield 
arrived  at  the  Hyatt  Regency 
Irmer  Harbor  of  Baltimore  late 
Thursday  night  to  embark  on 
the  three  day  conference. 

Hundreds  of  honors  stu- 
dents from  across  the  northeast 
presented  papers  and  posters 
during  the  conference  while 
others  led  interactive  work- 
shops for  students  to  learn  and 
participate  in. 

The  conference  theme 


was  “Competing  Claims:  Di- 
visions and  Coalitions”  and 
the  student  presentations  em- 
phasized strong  coalitions  and 
clashing  oppositions  that  exist 
in  established  values. 

The  ten  students  repre- 
senting Westfield  were  seniors 
Katelyn  Anderstrom,  Cori  Glen- 
nie and  Alexandra  Haggerty,  ju- 
niors Robert  Donoghue  and  Eric 
Frary,  sophomore  Lyndon  Seitz, 
and  freshmen  Nicole  Godard, 
Jim  Madigan,  Kylie  Nelson  and 
Irina  Znakharchuk. 

On  Friday  morning,  stu- 
dents participated  in  the  “City- 
As-Text”  exploration  session 
where  they  were  able  to  tour 
different  sections  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore  to  experience  its 
unique  history  and  culture. 

Former  Baltimore  Sun 
journalist  and  lifelong  Bal- 
timore resident  Gil  Sanders 
spoke  to  students  that  afternoon 
and  answered  an  array  of  ques- 
tions on  the  city  that  conference 
participants  had  just  explored. 

Faculty  led  creative  work- 
shops took  place  later  on  Fri- 


day afternoon  before  a formal 
banquet  was  held  that  night. 
German  bom  architect  Klaus 
Philipsen  was  the  banquet’s 
keynote  speaker. 

Officially  caUed  “NRHC 
Coffee-shop,”  the  conference’s 
first  ever  student  open  mic  night 
was  held  after  the  banquet  on 
Friday  as  smdents  performed  an 
array  of  music,  comedy,  poetry, 
and  other  entertaining  acts. 

“I  thought  it  was  a very 
interesting  event  to  try  for  the 
first  time  at  the  conference  and 
I’m  really  glad  they  did  it,”  said 
Seitz,  who  presented  some  of 
his  original  poetry  during  the 
open  mic  night. 

The  official  conference 
presentations  began  bright  and 
early  on  Saturday  morning  as 
roundtable  discussions  and 
poster  presentations  got  under- 
way at  7:30  ajn. 

Paper  presentations  were 
broken  into  similarly  themed 
panel  style  seminars  that  were 
held  at  three  different  times  dur- 
ing the  morning  and  afternoon. 

Each  panel  had  three  to 


four  presenters,  who  each  spoke 
on  their  research  topic  for  ap- 
proximately 10  minutes  before 
taking  questions  from  the  audi- 
ence. 

In  all,  more  than  125  stu- 
dents presented  research  paper 
topics  during  the  three  sessions. 

“I  was  thoroughly  im- 
pressed, and  look  forward  to 
attending,  and  presenting  at, 
future  conferences,”  said  Ma- 
digan. 

A formal  lunch  was  held 
on  Saturday  afternoon  followed 
by  nine  different  student  led 
interactive  workshops.  West- 
field’s Eric  Frary  was  one  of  the 
presenters,  focusing  his  work- 
shop on  the  town  of  Russell’s 
response  to  a proposed  biomass 
power  plant. 

Smdents  had  the  evening 
to  venture  around  the  city  and 
the  12  member  WSU  crew  made 
a trip  to  the  historical  Fell’s 
Point  section  of  Baltimore  for  a 
group  dinner. 

A ‘70s  themed  disco 
dance  party  was  held  on  the  ho- 
tel’s top  floor  later  that  night  for 


smdents. 

The  final  roundtable 
discussions  and  poster  pre- 
sentations were  held  on  Sun- 
day morning  followed  by  final 
wrap-up  meetings,  including  a 
meeting  of  the  Commonwealth 
Honors  Smdent  Council,  where 
smdents  from  Massachusetts’ 
public  state  universities  and 
UMass  campuses  met  to  discuss 
the  future  of  statewide  honors 
events. 

Following  the  meetings, 
Westfield  participants  grabbed 
a quick  lunch  before  heading 
to  Penn  Station  in  Baltimore 
for  the  long  train  ride  back  to 
Springfield. 

Smdents  who  were  select- 
ed to  present  at  the  conference 
originally  applied  and  submit- 
ted their  abstracts  in  November. 

“I  thought  it  was  a great 
experience  this  year  and  all 
the  WSU  smdents  represented 
the  college  very  well,”  said 
Brewster. 

The  2013  NRHC  Confer- 
ence will  be  held  in  Philadel- 
phia from  April  4-7. 


Campus  construction  in  full  swing  around  Ely  Hall 


Land  has  been  cleared  and  construction  for  University  Hall  has  begun  on  Renovations  to  the  first  floor  and  basement  level  of  Ely  Hall 

the  site  of  a former  parking  lot  between  Ely  Hall  and  Lammers  Hall.  have  begun  as  land  is  being  cleared  in  front  of  the  building. 
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Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner  visits  Westfield 


Photo:  From  left  to  right:  Westfield  State  University 
President  Evan  S.  Dobelle,  Vice  President  of  Academic 
Affairs  Elizabeth  Preston,  Elise  Young  of  the  history  de- 
partment, student  trustee  Ryan  Meersman,  award  recipi- 
ent Shirin  Ebadi. 


Iranian  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  winner  Shirin  Ebadi 
was  presented  with  an  honor- 
ary doctorate  of  humanities  in 
a ceremony  at  Westfield  State 
University  on  Wednesday  night, 
April  18,  during  the  confer- 
ence, “Judeo-lslamic  Relations: 
Women’s  Contributions  to  Lx)ve 
and  Peace.” 

Co-founder  of  The  Nobel 
Women’s  Initiative,  Ebadi  was 
the  first  Muslim  woman  to  win 
a Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  2003  for 
her  efforts  towards  democracy 
and  human  rights. 

The  conference  was  held 
as  part  of  Global  Women’s  His- 
tory Project.  Created  by  Dr. 
Elise  Young,  Global  Women’s 
History  Project  is  a unique 
educational  model  within  the 
history  department,  combin- 
ing research,  activism,  and 
international  education  and  co- 
operation. 


Westfield  professor  to  release  first  book 


Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity is  thrilled  to  announce  the 
release  of  the  fjrst  book  from 
Dr.  Imo  Nse  Imeh,  Assistant 
Professor  of  Art  & Art  History, 
entitled  Daughters  of  Seclusion: 
the  Revelation  of  the  Ibibio 
“Fattened  Bride”  as  the  Icon  of 
Beauty  and  Power. 

This  unique  project  pub- 
lished by  Peter  Lang  Publishing 
maps  the  historical  trajectory 
of  a sorority  and  institution  of 
womanhood  in  southeast  Ni- 
geria known  as  mbopo.  The 
mbopo  ritual  is  chiefly  char- 
acterized by  the  seclusion  of 
women  into  “fattening  houses” 
as  preparation  for  marriage. 

There,  a secluded  maiden 
is  believed  to  gain  spiritual  in- 
sight, invaluable  knowledge 
about  womanhood,  and  life, 
and  most  notably,  body  weight, 
which  is  in  many  ways  a mea- 
surement of  the  wealth  of  her 
family,  her  physical  and  emo- 
tional fortitude,  and  ultimately 
her  beauty. 


Concerning  the  signifi- 
cance of  his  book.  Dr.  Imeh  ex- 
plains: “This  project  transcends 
typical  anthropological  studies 
of  African  art  and  culture;  this 
is  extremely  personal. 

“My  grandmother,  who  I 
hardly  knew,  went  through  this 
ritual  prior  to  her  marriage  to 
Grandpa.  Now  having  written 
this  book,  I have  come  to  imag- 
ine my  grandmother  in  a totally 
new  way. 

“Daughters  of  Seclusion 
started  quite  unexpectedly  dur- 
ing my  doctoral  studies  at  Yale 
University,  when  1 discovered 
an  Ibibio  cultural  object  in  their 
Art  Gallery;  it  was  a sculpture 
of  a fattened  bride. 

“The  project  rapidly  pro- 
gressed after  I took  a few  curi- 
ous steps  of  faith  that  involved 
travel  to  Nigeria,  where  fortune 
befell  me,  and  I was  witness  to 
a rare  sighting  of  a secluded  fat- 
tened bride. 

“In  many  ways,  my  study 
has  involved  my  family,  here  in 


the  USA  and  in  Nigeria.  I have 
had  the  unique  opportunity  to 
engage  remarkable  bodies  of 
knowledge,  contribute  to  my 
field,  and  reconnect  with  my 
family  in  ways  that  I could  nev- 
er have  imagined.” 

Dr.  Imeh’s  book  discusses 
the  connections  between  “fat 
and  beautiful”  women  and  re- 
gional conceptions  of  power, 
gender  construction,  social  cri- 
tique, visual  art,  music,  and  the 
aesthetics  of  seclusion  in  Ibibi- 
oland  and  throughout  the  Cross 
River  area. 

The  book  also  addresses 
contemporary  Ibibio  Diaspora 
artists  such  as  Victor  Ekpuk, 
Otobong  Nkanga,  and  Tony 
Okonofua,  who  use  their  works 
to  discuss  many  philosophical 
layers  that  comprise  the  identity 
of  the  ancient  “fattened  bride.” 

Dr.  Inlieh,  the  son  of  Nige- 
rian immigrants  and  a scholar  of 
African  Diaspora  aesthetics,  re- 
searched the  project  during  his 
time  at  Yale  University. 
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Editor’s 

Desk 


When  I first  started  thinking  about  what  I was  going  to  write 
about  in  my  “desk”  for  the  last  week,  I was  going  to  give  an 
extensive  amount  of  thanks  to  an  extensive  amount  of  people. 
However,  if  you  look  in  Rob’s  “The  Donoghue  Report”  this 
week,  he  gives  thanks  to  everyone  I could  think  of  in  a.  more 
professional  and  humble  way  than  I ever  could. 

So  first,  ditto  what  Rob  said  to  everyone  in  his  column 
(Maddy,  Kylie,  Tim,  Tyler,  etc.)  Second,  I’ve  decided  that  in- 
stead, I will  use  this  space  to  just  thank  three  people:  Rob  and 
my  parents. 

For  any  of  you  who  haven’t  figured  it  out  yet  (or  figured  it  out 
just  recently.  Professor  Gardner)  Rob  and  I have  been  dating 
since  high  school.  Whether  it  is  professional  or  not  to  talk 
about  it  in  my  editor’s  desk,  I don’t  know  - but  that’s  all  I’m 
going  to  say  about  it.  Because  when  we  work  in  the  office, 
contrary  to  popular  belief,  there  are  no  fights.  No  bickering. 
Nothing  but  working  extremely  well  together  to  be  able  to 
put  out  what  we  believe  is  the  best  we  can  give  to  you  - the 
students  and  faculty. 

For  those  few  of  you  who  don’t  like  one  or  two  things  we 
have  done  in  the  past  couple  months,  I urge  you  to  contribute, 
in  some  way,  to  making  the  paper  meet  your  standards  if  it 
doesn’t  already.  Instead  of  telling  one  or  two  friends  about 
something  you  didn’t  like,  try  telling  us  or  even  the  entire 
campus  community.  And  instead  of  reading  one  article  in  the 
paper  and  deciding  that  you’re  going  to  bash  us  and  what 
we’ve  done,  try  reading  all  of  the  content.  Because  some- 
times, things  are  explained  or  eleborated  on  somewhere  else 
in  that  edition. 

After  saying  all  of  that,  it’s  clear  that  this  semester  hasn’t  been 
easy.  But  Rob  has  stuck  by  me  through  all  of  it  - not  just  as 
a boyfriend,  but  as  a Co-Editor.  And  I honestly  cannot  thank 
him  enough  for  putting  up  with  me  - just  like  Alex  will  have 
to  do  next  semester! 

And  last  but  not  least,  thank  you  to  my  patents.  They  are 
the  silent  heroes.  They  read  eveiything,  listen  to  everything 
and  never  criticize.  I know  they  will  always  be  there  for  me, 
in  good  times  and  bad,  and  I cannot  express  how  much  that 
means  to  know  they  are  there. 

Wow,  this  is  probably  one  of  my  longest  editor’s  desks  ever! 
Thank  you  all  for  reading  this  year  and  I look  forward  to  my 
last  year  as  Editor-In-Chief  of  the  Westfield  Voice  - especially 
since  we  will  be  online!  Have  a great  summer! 

Samantha  Fahey 
Editor-In-Chief 
sfahey 5744®  Westfield  .ma  .edu 
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Competency  and  Conservatism: 

Two  man  race 


Spring  Weekend: 

An  overall  success 


Brady  Kerr 

Voice  Reporter 


Mitt  Romney  has  finally 
achieved  the  status  of  the  pre- 
sumptive nominee  for  the  Re- 
publican Party.  Senator  Santo- 
rum  realized  that  he  had  to  leave 
the  race  in  order  to  be  seen  in  a 
positive  light. 

The  same  cannot  be  said 
for  Speaker  Gingrich,  who  has 
pledged  to  go  all  the  way  to  the 
convention.  Congressman  Paul 
is  completely  unpredictable  and 
poses  absolutely  no  threat  to  the 
coronation  of  Mitt  Romney  in 
Tampa. 

This  has  been  a long  road, 
however,  not  completely  out  of 
the  ordinary.  There  are  two  ma- 
jor reasons  why  Mitt  Romney 
was  able  to  survive  this  pro- 
cess. 

First,  he  had  the  most 
money  and  was  able  to  carpet 
bomb  anyone  who  challenged 
him.  Second,  voters  were  look- 
ing for  the  best  prospect  to  beat 
President  Barack  Obama. 

The  inevitable  has  hap- 
pened: Governor  Mitt  Ronmey 
has  been  given  the  Republican 
seal  of  approval  and  will  bring 
the  fight  to  President  Obama  in 
the  fall. 

It  looks  like  this  will  be 
a very  nasty  race,  one  that  will 
be  defined  by  Super  Pacs.  Presi- 
dent Obama  has  been  on  the  at- 
tack early,  mostly  because  he 
hasn’t  been  able  to  meet  fund- 
raising expectations. 

The  Obama  campaign 
was  said  to  be  able  to  raise  a bil- 
lion dollars,  as  of  now  they’ve 
raised  about  $200  million.  Mitt 


Romney  has  raised  around  $100 
million,  however,  the  former 
Governor  has  millions  of  dollars 
in  Super  Pac  money  waiting. 

Over  the  months  we  have 
listened  to  political  pundits 
claim  that  Mitt  Romney  is  a 
weak  candidate.  If  the  Obama 
campaign  believes  that  they 
will  have  an  easy  reelection  bid, 
they  will  be  sorely  mistaken. 

This  race  should  be  one 
of  the  closest  in  recent  histor>  . 
If  you  take  an  average  of  the 
most  reputable  polls,  it  shows 
that  Obama  and  Romney  are 
deadlocked. 

Barring  a political  catas- 
trophe, the  race  will  be  a nail- 
bitter.  There  are  a few  things  to 
consider  regarding  Governor 
Romney.  He  has  worked  in  the 
private  sector  for  almost  thirty- 
five  years.  He  turned  around  the 
Salt  Lake  City  Olympic  Games 
and  became  governor  of  a deep 
blue  state. 

Romney  is  also  heir  to  a 
squeaky  clean  image  and  plenty 
of  money.  The  man  is  extremely 
successful  and  knows  how  to 
make  the  correct  decisions. 

President  Obama  is  lack- 
luster at  best.  His  hope  and 
change  mantra  has  failed  to 
govern.  And  the  American  peo- 
ple are  struggling  to  pay  their 
bills. 

The  country  needed  jobs 
and  the  President  spent  aU  of 
his  political  capital  pushing  for 
health  care.  While  the  economy 
was  teetering  on  the  edge,  he  put 
in  place  an  almost  trillion  dol- 
lar stimulus  package.  This  type 
of  Keynesian  economics  has 
failed  our  country  in  dire  times. 
The  President  was  right  to  be- 


lieve that  the  inflow  of  capital 
could  stimulate  the  economy. 
He  failed  to  acknowledge  that 
when  a debt-ridden  country 
spends  that  much  money,  there 
are  bound  to  be  problems. 

Following  last  year’s  debt 
debacle,  the  country  has  failed 
to  pass  a budget  that  to  fund  the 
government.  Instead  our  nation 
is  faced  with  a billion  dollar  se- 
questration that  congress  will 
probably  ignore  through  legis- 
lation. 

What  we  need  is  leader- 
ship. President  Obama  certainly 
does  not  posses  such  capabili- 
ties. He  has  failed  to  change 
an>1:hing  wrong  with  America, 
as  crony  capitalism  is  rampant 
in  his  administration;  the  gov- 
ernment doled  out  loans  to  the 
solar  energy  giant  Solyndra, 
which  happened  to  fail. 

This  election  is  not  about 
good  vs.  evil.  President  Obama 
is  a genuine  and  good  man.  The 
same  can  be  said  about  Mitt 
Ronmey.  This  election  is  about 
fixing  America  and  restoring  its 
greatness.  President  Obama  has 
failed  to  live  up  to  his  prom- 
ises. 

In  November  we  need  to 
change  our  leadership  and  elect 
Mitt  Ronmey  President.  In  order 
to  create  jobs  it  is  important  to 
have  actually  had  a job.  A com- 
munity organizer  turned  United 
States  Senator  is  ill  equipped  to 
save  a nation  in  crisis. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the 
American  people  send  Presi- 
dent Obama  back  to  Chicago. 
We  cannot  continue  on  the  cur- 
rent course  of  action.  America 
is  more  important  than  just  one 
person’s  ambition. 


Joshua  Clark 
Online  Editor 


Another  Spring  Week- 
end come  and  gone.  This  year, 
it  was  a success.  Sure,  you  can 
talk  about  the  security  at  the 
Tyga  concert,  the  obnoxious 
bag  checks,  and  of  course  the 
numerous  times  Public  Safety 
was  called.  Security  at  the 
Woodward  Center  was  intense. 
But  why? 

One  very  likely  reason 
lies  in  one  of  Tyga’s  more  re- 
cent concerts.  When  Tyga  and 
his  entourage  were  at  Sokol  Au- 
ditorium in  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
the  audience  got  a little  rowdy 
and  started  throwing  garbage 
onto  the  stage  during  the  show. 

When  Tyga  confronted 
the  audience,  an  altercation  oc- 
curred. As  Tyga  and  crew  were 
getting  onto  their  tour  bus,  gun- 
shots rang  out  and  continued 
until  the  bus  had  left  the  park- 
ing lot.  The  only  injury  reported 
was  fellow  Young  Money  rap- 
per Honey  Cocaine,  who  per- 
formed at  WSU  this  Saturday 
alongside  Tyga. 

Students  going  to  the  con- 


cert were  subject  to  heightened 
security  measures  upon  enter- 
ing the  Woodward  Center.  This 
included  a metal  "detector  and 
stamps  in  order  to  get  back  into 
the  concert.  But  the  security 
started  even  before  that. 

Starting  at  noon  on  Fri- 
day, there  was  the  hassle  of 
having  your  bags  searched 
when  you  walk  into  your  dorm. 
I had  a bag  from  the  bookstore 
that  had  sweatpants  in  it  that  got 
checked.  No  stone  was  left  un- 
turned. Or,  maybe  not. 

Westfield  State  Universi- 
ty Police  responded  to  multiple 
calls  last  weekend.  The  major- 
ity were  for  alcohol  related  of- 
fenses, with  one  person  taken 
to  Noble  Hospital  for  alcohol 
poisoning. 

There  were  also  two 
alarms,  two  calls  to  assist  other 
agencies  (Westfield  Police),  one 
fire,  eight  motor  vehicle  stops, 
one  citation  for  marijuana  pos- 
session, two  assaults,  one  call 
for  vandalism,  and  four  medical 
calls. 

But  in  the  end,  does  that 
make  the  whole  Spring  Week- 
end experience  a flop?  No  it 
does  not. 


photo  by  Stephen  Felde 


The  views  and  opinions  expressed  in  The  Westfield  Voice 
do  not  reflect  those  of  the  staff  or  of  the  university  as  a 
whole. 

If  jou  have  a response  to  any  of  the  content  in  this  newspaper  or  would  like  to 
voice  your  own  opinion,  send  a "letter  to  the  editor”  to:  thevoice@westfield.ma.edu 
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Ramblings  from  a Noninterventionist 

By:  Rob  Donoghue  Managing  Editor 


I can’t  believe  it’s  already 
the  end  of  April.  Where  has  this 
semester  gone? 

I feel  like  it  was  just  yes- 
terday that  winter  break  ended 
and  my  semester  filling  in  for 
Alex  Myers  as  Co-Editor-ln- 
Chief  for  The  Westfield  Voice 
began. 

It’s  been  a tough  but  fun, 
challenging  but  exciting,  and  all 
around  roller  coaster  type  of  a 
semester.  The  past  few  months 
have  certainly  been  interesting 
and  I’m  glad  that  I’ve  had  the 
opportunity  to  become  even 
more  involved  with  the  news- 
paper. 

Even  when  Alex  comes 
back  in  September,  I plan  on 
continuing  to  cover  as  many 
campus  events  and  topics  as 
possible  to  help  put  out  a great 
newspaper  for  the  students  and 
staff  of  Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity. 

I want  to  thank  everyone 
who  contributed  to  The  Voice 
this  semester  - whether  you 
wrote  once  or  15  times,  every 
student  article,  editorial,  or  let- 
ter to  the  editor  is  what  keeps 
the  newspaper  going. 

We  wouldn’t  be  able  to 
put  out  a newspaper  each  week 
if  it  wasn’t  for  the  hard  work 
of  our  small,  but  dedicated  and 
energetic  staff  and  group  of  re- 
porters. 

As  a side  note,  we’re  al- 
ways looking  for  more  reporters 
or  students  to  get  involved  with 
the  newspaper,  so  contact  us  at 
thevoice@westfield.ma.edu  if 
you’re  interested  in  being  a part 
of  the  staff  for  the  2012-2013 
year. 

The  majority  of  our  staff 
will  be  seniors  next  year,  so 
there  will  be  plenty  of  openings 
for  students  to  step  in  and  get 
involved. 

So  as  I was  saying  earlier, 
thanks  to  everyone  who  contrib- 


uted during  this  semester. 

Because  of  the  hard  work 
of  our  staff,  we  were  able  to 
cover  more  WSU  and  local  sto- 
ries this  semester  than  ever  be- 
fore while  designing  and  imple- 
menting a new  website  that  will 
be  up  and  running  in  another 
week  or  two. 

On  that  note,  thanks  to 
Barbara  Hand,  SGA  and  the 
numerous  staff  and  faculty 
members  that  have  helped  us 
in  establishing  the  soon  to  be 
launched  website. 

Josh  Clark,  our  new  On- 
line Editor,  Samantha  and  I 
have  spent  a lot  of  time  design- 
ing and  developing  the  website 
and  we  can’t  wait  for  it  to  be 
unveiled. 

As  more  and  more  stu- 
dents turn  away  from  newspa- 
p>ers  and  get  all  of  their  news 
online.  The  Westfield  Voice 
hopes  to  produce  a website  that 
the  students  and  staff  of  WSU 
can  be  proud  of. 

We  also  hope  that  mem- 
bers of  the  student  body  and 
staff  will  become  involved  with 
the  website  through  social  me- 
dia, comments,  blogging  and 
polls. 

Along  with  giving  us  a 
great  platform  to  increase  our 
emphasis  on  multimedia  re- 
porting, the  internet  will  allow 
for  more  interactivity  with  our 
readers  that  we  are  really  ex- 
cited for. 

As  for  the  print  edition  of 
the  newspaper,  it  will  continue 
to  exist  even  with  our  online 
presence,  so  students  and  staff 
members  will  still  be  able  to 
pick  up  their  weekly  copy  in 
any  building  on  campus. 

But  the  great  thing  about 
being  online  is  that  we’ll  be  able 
to  do  more  reporting  with  short, 
quick  articles  and  updated  news 
throughout  the  week. 

Okay,  back  to  my  “thank 


yous.” 

I want  to  thank  our  advi- 
sors, Professor  Layng  and  Pro- 
fessor Brewster,  for  their  guid- 
ance and  support  throughout  the 
semester. 

I’d  like  to  thank  all  of  my 
professors  for  their  feedback, 
support  and  constructive  criti- 
cism. Seeing  students  and  staff 
read  the  newspaper  is  what 
keeps  us  going  and  the  exten- 
sive amount  of  feedback  we’ve 
received  this  semester  has  truly 
meant  a great  deal . 

1 need  to  give  a special 
shout  out  to  Maddy  Cahill, Tom 
Gardner  and  John  Paulmann  of 
the  Communication  Department 
for  their  constant  visits  to  the 
office,  emails  and  phone  calls 
offering  us  encouragement  and 
always  sharing  a few  thought- 
ful words.  Your  kindness  truly 
inspires  us. 

I’d  like  to  thank  Nicholas 
Rexford  and  Alex  McConnon 
for  their  tremendous  photo- 
graphs that  have  allowed  us  to 
use  more  original  pictures  and 
put  out  a more  colorful  and  de- 
tailed newspaper  each  week. 

Without  our  Ad  Managers 
Tim  Callery  and  Steve  Kliger- 
man,  we  wouldn’t  have  received 
as  many  advertisement  requests 
as  we  did  this  year,  and  because 
of  their  hard  work,  we  will  be 
able  to  purchase  new  equipment 
that  The  Voice  will  be  able  to 
utilize  for  years  to  come. 

Our  A&E  section 
wouldn’t  get  done  each  week 
if  it  wasn’t  for  Matt  Futterlieb, 
Lewis  Pacheco  and  Lyndon 
Seitz  - our  office  also  wouldn’t 
be  quite  as  enjoyable  on  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  nights. 

I’d  like  to  thank  Joey 
Cooper  for  stepping  into  my  va- 
cated role  as  Sports  Editor  this 
semester  and  doing  an  awesome 
job. 

Along  with  writing  his 


weekly  column,  Joey  has  im- 
proved his  editing  skills  every 
week  and  1 know  there  are  a lot 
of  great  things  to  come  from 
him  in  the  future. 

I also  want  to  thank  Tyler 
Morissette,  our  most  consis- 
tent and  quirky  reporter.  While 
his  impact  is  often  overlooked, 
Tyler  writes  every  week  (many 
times  two  or  three  article  each 
week)  and  has  improved  on  his 
writing  style  throughout  his 
time  with  The  Voice. 

He’s  never  asked  for  at- 
tention, but  Tyler  makes  a ma- 
jor impact  - he  also  makes  our 
meetings  much  more  entertain- 
ing - and  is  the  type  of  enthu- 
siastic reporter  an  editor  would 
love  to  replicate. 

Kylie  Coffey  deserves 
a special  thank  you  for  spend- 
ing the  most  time  in  the  office 
outside  of  me  or  Samantha.  She 
has  stepped  up  this  semester 
and  taken  on  a much  more  time 
consuming  role  involving  writ- 
ing, editing  and  layout. 

We  wouldn’t  be  able  to 
put  the  newspaper  together  each 
week  if  it  wasn’t  for  the  work 
Kylie  does. 

Last,  but  certainly  not 
least,  I need  to  thank  Samantha 
Fahey  for  keeping  me  sane  this 
semester  while  motivating  and 
inspiring  me  every  day. 

I’d  bet  all  the  money  in 
my  bank  account  that  she’s 
worked  harder  than  any  other 
editor  The  Westfield  Voice  has 
ever  seen. 

She  spends  countless 
hours  in  the  office  most  days 
of  the  week  (including  working 
until  midnight  many  nights)  to 
put  together  a newspaper  that 
is  as  accurate  and  professional 
looking  as  possible. 

She’s  never  asked  for  any 
attention  and  doesn’t  get  any 
money  or  academic  credits  for 
the  work  she  does  (unlike  the 


Editors-In-Chief  at  a majority  of 
other  college  newspapers),  but 
works  tirelessly  to  put  together 
a high  quality  newspaper. 

From  when  I first  came 
to  Westfield  as  a freshman  to 
sitting  here  almost  three  years 
later.  I’ve  seen  the  newspaper 
improve  its  quality  of  layout 
and  content  with  an  emphasis 
on  what’s  important  to  most 
people  on  campus. 

Trying  to  get  involvement 
and  input  from  as  many  people 
as  possible  so  that  all  students 
on  campus  have  a voice  has 
been  a major  positive  shift  in 
direction  for  The  Voice. 

Samantha  has  led  those 
improvements  and  The  West- 
field  Voice  would  not  be  where 
it  is  today  if  it  wasn’t  for 
the  hundreds  of  hours  of  work 
that  she’s  put  into  the  newspa- 
per. 

Also,  before  I end,  I want 
to  thank  all  of  the  people  who 
read  The  Westfield  Voice  and 
have  provided  the  staff  with 
feedback,  whether  it  is  positive 
or  negative. 

None  of  us  pretend  to  be 
perfect,  but  we’ve  tried  to  hold 
ourselves  to  the  highest  stan- 
dards of  journalistic  integrity 
to  put  out  a quality  newspaper 
each  week. 

The  feedback  we  receive 
from  our  readers  helps  us  to 
make  changes  and  improve- 
ments while  continuing  to  do 
the  things  that  people  find  to  be 
effective. 

So  thank  you,  have  a 
great  summer  and  email  us  at 
any  time. 

It’s  been  fun  spending 
a semester  at  the  big  desk,  but 
1 have  no  problem  rolling  my 
chair  over  to  a smaller  desk  next 
fall  - I’ll  continue  to  work  as 
hard  as  possible  to  keep  putting 
out  a newspaper  that  WSU  can 
be  proud  of.  Until  then... 


The  Westfield  Voice 


_8 OpEd 

Last  weekend  in  Washington  D.C.  for  Westfield  Voice  editor 


Alex  Myers 
Washington 
Correspondent 


And  then  there  was  one. 
One  week  left,  that  is. 

Just  like  being  in  school, 
the  last  two  weeks  of  my  se- 
mester have  been  stressful.  I’ve 
wanted  to  cry  and  throw  my 
portfolio  out  the  window,  but 
I just  keep  telling  myself  “one 
more  week”  and  I manage. 

Forgive  me  if  I repeat  my- 
self, but  I want  to  talk  about  the 
biggest  thing  I learned  this  se- 
mester: School  does  not  prepare 
you  for  the  real  world. 

I’m  a huge  advocate  for 
education  and  think  it’s  ex- 
tremely important,  but  it  does 


not  properly  prepare  graduates 
for  going  out  into  the  world  of 
harsh  criticisms  and  tough  job 
searches. 

I have  an  abundance 
of  journalistic  skills,  which  I 
gained  through  all  of  my  years 
in  school,  but  I learned  by 
woiidng  at  The  Daily  Caller 
that  there’s  so  much  more  than 
being  a good  writer. 

You’ll  never  know  what 
kind  of  writing  you  want  to  do 
until  you  go  out  there  and  do  it. 

Writing  a news  story  for 
a school  paper  is  one  thing,  but 
writing  one  for  a national  news 
website  is  completely  different. 

In  the  first  week  I had  to 
learn  who  our  viewers  were, 
what  sorts  of  stories  they’d 
want  to  read  and  how  to  execute 
the  story  in  that  way. 


Now,  for  all  of  you  hope- 
ful journalists  out  there  - and 
sorry  Communication  profes- 
sors - this  may  come  as  a shock, 
but  I believe  that  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  remain  unbiased 
and  objective. 

The  Daily  Caller  is  a 
website  created  for  people  in 
the  “middle  to  far  right”  cat- 
egory and  we  base  our  stories 
as  such. 

I can  almost  guarantee 
you  won’t  see  a story  on  TheDC 
praising  President  Obama. 

That’s  just  the  way  it  is. 
You  don’t  have  to  agree  with  the 
side  that  the  outlet  you’re  work- 
ing for  is  on,  but  you  do  have  to 
write  for  your  readers. 

Did  my  years  of  jour- 
nalism since  I was  15  help  me 
when  I came  to  the  Daily  Call- 


er? Of  course!  I was  told  that  I 
was  a good  writer  and  that  my 
stories  made  sense. 

They  flowed,  they  kept 
the  interest  of  the  reader,  etc. 

None  of  that  I just  learned 
out  of  the  blue  and  so  I owe 
those  skills  to  the  many  teachers 
and  professors  who  have  taught 
me  along  the  way. 

All  I’m  saying  is  that  if 
you  came  up  to  me  and  asked 
me  what  piece  of  advice  I would 
give  to  college  students  it  would 
be  to  do  an  internship. 

Figure  out  what  you  want 
to  do,  or  don’t  want  to  do,  and 
what  makes  you  happy. 

I discovered  a lot  about 
myself  while  I was  here.  I re- 
alized I don’t  want  to  live  in 
Washington,  D.C.  and  that  I 
probably  don’t  want  to  go  into 


broadcast  journalism.  I learned 
that  I love  writing  about  celebri- 
ties and  will  think  about  doing 
magazine  work. 

But  the  one  thing  that 
was  strengthened  in  my  three 
months  here  was  my  love  for 
the  journalism  field. 

I’m  not  in  this  for  the 
money  or  for  the  benefits;  I’m 
in  it  because  I love  it. 

I’ve  never  really  had  a 
passion  for  anything  in  my  life 
and  I’m  proud  to  say  that  jour- 
nalism is  it.  I’m  going  to  stick 
with  it  no  matter  what  may  hap- 
pen when  I graduate  next  year. 

I’m  going  to  wrap  up  by 
saying  good  luck  to  everyone 
on  his  or  her  finals  and  if  you’re 
around  on  May  7 come  and  see 
me  because  I’ll  be  on  campus! 
Thank  you  for  reading! 


NEWEST  STUDENT  HOUSING  OPTION 
UNIVERSITY  HOUSING  AT  27  WASHINGTON  STREET 


Spacious  Furnished 
Apartments 

All  New  for  Fall  2012! 

- Modem  appliances  in 
kitchen 

- New  beds,  desks,  desk 
chairs  & armoires 

- Elevator  and  handicap 
accessible  unit 

- Common  room  with  WIFI 
and  a 12’  x 16’  skylight 

- Secure  residents  only  key 
fob  access 

- CCTV  in  common  areas 

- Laundry  facilities,  vend 
ing  machines  and  ATM 

- On-site  parking 

- 24-hour  management 

- Access  to  local  transit 
system 


UNIVERSITY  HOUSING  at  27  Washington  Street  offers 
Westfield  State  University  students  the  option  of  living  in 
a beautiful  historic  downtown  preservation  that  is  ideally 
situated  minutes  from  campus.  University  Housing  is  a 
privately  owned  apartment  development  that  is  managed 
by  OPAL  Real  Estate  Group,  LLC 


University  Housing  pro- 
vides the  security  of 
dorm-like  living  in  an  off- 
campus  setting. 

For  More  Details: 

Telephone: 

413-726-9836 

Email: 

frank  @ opal-re  .com 
Address: 

27  Washington  Street 
Westfield,  MA  01085 

Website: 

www.facebook.com/ 

UniversityHousing 


The  Westfield  Voice 


Arts&EntertainLinent 


9 


Tyga  electrifies  packed  Woodward  Center  during  Spring  Weekend 


photo  by  Jackie  Fluet 


Patrick  Donoghue 

Voice  Reporter 


It  was  8 a.m.  on  Tues- 
day, April  3 and  students  were 
already  lining  up  at  the  service 
window  at  the  Campus  Center 
in  Ely  for  their  Spring  Weekend 
concert  tickets. 

Some  stood  in  line  for  sev- 
eral hours,  even  skipping  class- 
es to  ensure  that  they  would  be 
among  the  lucky  1200  students 
to  be  in  attendance  when  Young 
Money  artist  Tyga  hit  the  stage 
at  Westfield  a few  weeks  later. 

Fast  forward  a few  short 
weeks  to  6 p.m.  on  Saturday, 
April  21  and  those  same  stu- 
dents were  once  again  standing 
in  line.  But  this  time  they  were 
outside  of  the  Woodward  Cen- 
ter, anxiously  waiting  to  enter 
for  the  concert. 

There  was  a sense  of  ex- 
citement among  the  crowd  of 
roughly  1200  students  as  they 
entered  the  gymnasium  inside 
of  the  Woodward  Center  to  see 


that  it  had  been  transformed  into 
a full-fledged  concert  venue. 

Before  T^ga  took  the 
stage,  Boston  area  rapper  Mou- 
fy  performed  a quick,  but  ener- 
getic opening  set. 

Moufy  previously  per- 
formed at  Westfield  back  in 
February,  and  the  response  from 
that  show  was  overwhelmingly 
positive,  so  it’s  safe  to  say  that 
students  were  excited  to  see  him 
back  on  campus. 

He  came  leaping  onto  the 
stage  rapping  the  party  anthem 
“Throw  My  3’s’’  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  rap  other  crowd  fa- 
vorites “Twist  It  and  Light  It” 
and  “Pick  It  Up.” 

Moufy  also  performed 
some  material  off -of  his  up- 
coming mixtape  The  Prepara- 
tion, which  Westfield  students 
should  be  on  the  lookout  for, 
as  it  is  being  released  on  May 
21st. 

Then  it  was  finally  time 
for  the  main  act,  Tyga.  The 
crowd  was  full  of  enthusiasm 
when  the  lights  dimmed  and 
the  introduction  to  Tyga’s  latest 


album.  Careless  World:  Rise  of 
The  Last  King  began  playing. 

Moments  later,  the  last 
king  himself  was  on  stage  rap- 
ping his  verse  to  “Roger  That.” 
From  there,  he  continued  to 
feed  off  of  the  crowd’s  energy, 
ripping  through  songs  off  his 
mixtapes  Fan  of  a Fan,  Well 
Done,  Well  Done  2 and  Black 
Thoughts  2,  including  the  songs 
“Make  It  Nasty,  “I’m  so  Raw,” 
and  “Snapbacks  Back.” 

After  this,  Tyga  slowed 
things  down  for  a couple  min- 
utes while  performing  “I’m 
Gone”  and  “Kings  and  Queens,” 
a couple  tracks  off  of  his  new 
Careless  World  album. 

Then  he  turned  things 
back  up,  doing  a few  more 
songs  off  of  the  new  album  in- 
cluding the  popular  “Rack  City” 
and  “Faded.”  Then,  the  crowd 
went  wild  when  he  brought  out 
special  guest  Honey  Cocaine  to 
perform  “Heisman  Pt.  2” 

Before  long,  the  show  was 
nearly  over  and  Tyga  performed 
the  Chris  Richardson  assisted 
song  “Far  Away”  to  close  out 


the  night. 

But,  as  he  was  walking 
off  the  stage,  the  crowd  be- 
gan to  furiously  chant  “Tyga! 
TVga!  Tyga!”  and  the  rapper 
came  back  out  on  stage  for  an 
encore  performance  of  “Rack 
City,”  along  with  a few  lucky 
ladies  that  were  picked  out  of 
the  crowd. 

Tyga  put  on  an  outstand- 
ing show,  interacting  with  the 


crowd  and  switching  up  his 
style  constantly. 

Special  thanks  to  WSU 
Cab  for  getting  Tyga  to  perform 
at  Westfield,  and  for  working 
hard  to  ensure  that  the  night  ran 
smoothly. 

Westfield  State  students 
should  be  on  the  lookout  for 
Tyga’s  upcoming  mixtapes  Fan 
of  a Fan  2 and  Well  Done  3, 
dropping  soon. 


Try  something  new  this  summer:  Invest  in  something  different 


Lyndon  Seitz 
A&E  Editor 


Instead  of  posing  an  an- 
swer about  a book  you  might 
read,  1 pose  some  questions  that 
I’m  sure  you  know  the  answers 
to. 

Just  how  many  times 
have  you  played  through  that 
same  Taylor  Swift  CD?  Just 
how  many  times  have  you  gone 
and  read  the  same  Harry  Potter 
book  because  you’re  afraid  to 
invest  any  time  in  a new  one? 
Has  your  Beatles  vinyl  collec- 
tion completely  worn  through? 

I wonder  how  many  of  us 
would  have  an  embarrassing  an- 
swer to  one  of  those  questions. 

More  specifically,  I won- 
der how  many  of  us  would  have 
an  affirmative  answer  to  those 


questions  while  still  not  being 
able  to  truly  answer  questions 
about  the  diversity  in  our  media 
that  we  are  so  lucky  to  have  to- 
day. 

To  me,  I feel  as  though 
I’ve  gotten  enough  answers  that 
have  inspired  me  to  write  this 
article.  That  being  said,  most  of 
our  entertainment  is  terrible.  Yet 
then  again,  isn’t  bad  art  subjec- 
tive and  has  a different  meaning 
for  each  of  us? 

If  you  have  ever  watched 
‘The  Jersey  Shore”  with  a fan 
of  “The  Jersey  Shore”  you  know 
exactly  what  I mean. 

Who  are  we  to  dictate 
what  entertainment  is?  If  it  is 
something  that  appeals  to  our 
lowest  base  desires  and  that  is 
what  is  successful,  then  perhaps 
it  is  a comment  about  the  deg- 
radation of  humanity,  not  the 
depredation  of  art. 


Experience  art  for  the  ex- 
perience, not  some  guarantee 
of  mediocre  enjoyment  you’ve 
already  felt  before.  This  is 
the  reason  why  I hate  summer 
blockbusters. 

You  do  not  know  what 
you  are  going  to  get  if  one  does 
not  know  all  of  what  there  is  out 
there.  Is  there  a need  to  feel  the 
same  human  experience,  that 
same  connection  you  get  from 
art,  over  and  over  again? 

I am  willing  to  admit  that 
last  summeir  I read  one  of  those 
terrible  and  predictable  Harle- 
quin romance  novels. 

It  was  just  as  terrible  as 
I expected,  but  that  experience 
allows  me  to  better  understand 
what  a good  book  is  (not  a lousy 
formulaic  love  story  from  the 
‘60s  that  I somehow  inherited). 

It  is  taking  risks  like  that 
with  my  time  that  have  allowed 


me  to  broaden  my  views,  and  to 
inform  how  I look  at  everything 
else. 

Have  a terrible  movie 
night  with  your  friends.  Yes, 
watching  “The  Room”  is  a hor- 
rible experience  which  may 
require  years  of  therapy  to  get 
over,  but  sharing  that  experi- 
ence with  friends  and  mock- 
ing it  as  its  going  on  is  another 
experience  which  one  doesn’t 
have  nearly  often  enough  these 
days. 

Listen  to  something  peo- 
ple wouldn’t  expect  you  to  lis- 
ten to  based  on  your  appearance 
or  personality. 

When  1 first  came  to 
Westfield,  I would  not  expect 
that  I would  find  myself  listen- 
ing to  Common  or  The  Roots  as 
some  of  my  favorite  artists. 

1 did  not  expect  myself 
to  become  a hip-hop  fan  (Dis- 


claimer: I do  not  like  50  Cent, 
Lil’  Wayne  or  most  pop  rap. 
There  is  more  to  rap  than  just 
what  is  on  the  radio). 

Watch  a black  and  white 
movie.  Sometimes  you  need  to 
get  swept  away  by  an  age  of 
imagination  and  storytelling. 

Just  because  something  is 
old  doesn’t  mean  is  has  any  less 
ability  to  make  you  think,  make 
you  dream,  make  you  wonder 
about  what  it  means. 

Go  to  a music  store  and 
take  a handful  of  used  cheap 
CDs,  not  paying  any  attention  to 
what  you  are  buying  (although 
you  may  want  to  double  check 
you  aren’t  buying  something 
incredibly  expensive  that  got 
slipped  into  the  used  CD  box). 

Do  the  same  thing  with 

■ continued  on  page  1 1 
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Matthew  F u t t e r 1 e i b 


Jerry  Seinfeld  (Bom  April  29, 1954) 


Louisiana  Purchase  (April  30, 1803) 


As  the  namesake  of 
his  own  ‘90s  sitcom, 
Jerry  Seinfeld’s  brand 
of  observational  com- 
edy gained  widespread 
popularity  and  created  a 
household  name.  Raised 
in  Brooklyn,  Seinfeld 
aspired  for  a life  in  show 
business  from  a young 
age,  studying  comedi- 
ans seen  on  television 
shows  like  The  Tonight 
Show  and  majoring  in 
Communications  and 
Theater  at  Queens  Col- 
lege. Upon  graduating 
in  1976,  Seinfeld  made 


his  stand-up  debut  and 
gained  national  ex- 
posure by  1981.  Af- 
ter starring  in  his  own 
1987  comedy  special, 
NBC  approached  Sein- 
feld about  formulating 
a new  sitcom.  With  help 
from  comedian  and 
friend  Larry  David  as 
the  head  writer,  Sein- 
feld premiered  in  1989, 
famously  marketed  as 
“the  show  about  noth- 
ing”. Boasting  strong 
lead  characters  and  re- 
latable  humor,  Seinfeld 
was  the  highest-rated 
sitcom  in  America  at  the 
time  of  its  final  episode 
in  1998.  He  returned 
to  stand-up  in  the  late 
‘90s  and  still  embarks 
on  comedy  tours  of  the 
United  States,  recently 
taking  a career  detour 
to  produce  and  star  in 
the  children’s  animated 
comedy.  Bee  Movie,  in 
2007. 


(facts  from  biography romi 


During  the  presidency 
of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
arguably  the  greatest 
real  estate  purchase 
in  American  history 
was  made  on  April  30, 
1803,  when  the  United 
States  signed  a treaty 
to  buy  the  Western 
territory  of  Louisi- 
ana from  France  for 
$15  million  dollars, 
or  roughly  4 cents  per 
acre.  Spearheaded 
by  Secretary  of  State 
James  Monroe  and  U.S. 
Minister  to  France  Rob- 
ert Livingston,  the  pur- 


chase opened  the  path 
for  many  Americans  to 
explore  the  West,  led 
by  paid  explorers  Lew- 
is and  Clark  in  1804. 
However,  the  treaty 
was  controversial  and 
did  not  pass  immedi- 
ate approval  by  Con- 
gress, with  fervent 
debate  between  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and 
President  Jeffer- 

son about  the  mer- 
its of  expanding  the 
country  through  the 
Louisiana  Territory. 
Jefferson  also  found 
himself  fending  off 
criticism  from  Spain, 
who  disagreed  with 
the  sale  and  wanted 
stake  in  the  land.  De- 
spite the  dissent  from 
internal  and  external 
sources,  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  would  prove 
to  be  a pivotal  moment 
in  the  growth  of  the 
United  States. 


(facts  from  UK,gov) 


‘So  Seductive’  step  team  hosts  talent  show 


Jeffrey  Ohene  Darko 
Voice  Reporter 


The  third  annual  “It’s  A 
Wrap”  talent  show  hosted  by 
the  So  Seductive  Step  Team 
on  Friday,  April  20  at  Dever 
Auditorium  in  Parenzo  Hall  un- 
doubtedly started  the  vibe  for  the 
school’s  Spring  Weekend  activi- 
ties. 

So  Seductive  is  a diverse 
team  whose  main  goals  are  unity 
and  supf)ort. 

The  team’s  captain,  Karlah 
Paul,  who  was  performing  in  her 
last  show,  made  it  clear  that  this 
year’s  show  would  have  a success- 
ful outcome  and  be  a great  accom- 


plishment for  the  team. 

Commencing  this  year’s 
show,  the  step  team  opened  up  with 
a great  stick  step  intro  followed  by 
performances  by  P-Rice,  Fong  Lee 
and  the  “Kappa’s”  from  UMass 
Amherst. 

The  team  came  out  again 
in  fully  geared  up  military  attire 
after  intermission  and  performed 
a twisted  version  of  a step  called 
“E>rum  Soldier”  which  is  similar  to 
an  army  step. 

Next  were  performances  by 
Kelly  Kenny,  whose  juggling  skills 
amazed  the  crowd,  and  Emma  Mur- 
ray, with  brilliant  singing  and  piano 
playing  talent. 

The  last  scene,  which  was 
dedicated  to  celebrate  the  step 
team’s  achievements,  utilized  dif- 


ferent cultural  styles,  with  the 
team  being  separated  into  five 
groups  with  each  assigned  to  either 
step  or  dance  to  any  music  of  their 
choice. 

One  team  chose  Irish  music, 
another  group  chose  to  step  with  a 
Spanish  rhythm,  and  the  third  team 
chose  to  go  country’. 

Additionally,  the  fourth  team 
chose  to  step  and  dance  with  a Ja- 
maican song,  and  lastly  the  fifth 
team  chose  a genre  of  music  from 
Ghana. 

The  show  ended  with  great 
excitement  and  an  appreciative 
speech  from  the  team’s  president, 
Michael  Mantia. 

According  to  multiple  stu- 
dents who  attended  the  show,  the 
performances  were  outstanding. 


Alfred  Hitchcock  (Died  April  29, 1980) 


Bom  in  August  13,  1999, 
filmmaker  extraordinaire 
Alfi^d  Hitchcock  ini- 
tially pursued  a career  in 
engineering  before  dis- 
covering a talent  of  writ- 
ing short  stories.  Taking 
his  new-found  abUity  to 
the  film  industry  in  1920, 
Hitchcock  began  as  a 
writer  of  title  cards  for 
silent  films.  Eventually, 
Hitchcock  earned  a pro- 
motion to  assistant  direc- 
tor and  began  making  his 
own  films  by  1925,  cred- 
ited with  making  the  first 
“British  Talkie,”  1929’s 
Blackmail.  His  first  films 
in  the  1930s,  including 
The  Man  Who  Knew  Too 
Much  and  39  Steps,  are 
considered  among  the 
pinnacle  suspense  films  of 
their  era.  By  1939,  Holly- 
wood called  and  request- 
ed his  masterful  abihty 
to  craft  dramatic  films, 
delivering  the  goods  with 
his  first 


American  film,  1940’s 
Rebecca,  which  won  the 
Academy  Award  for  Best 
Picture.  Hitchcock’s  suc- 
cess continued  to  shi.ne, 
directing  classic  films 
like  1954’s  Rear  Window, 
1960’s  Psycho  and  1%3’s 
The  Birds,  each  featuring 
the  newly  accepted  ele- 
ment of  violence  to  accen- 
tuate his  filmmaking.  The 
‘60s  television  program 
Alfred  Hitchcock  Pres- 
ents solidified  his  status 
as  a culmral  icon,  credited 
with  making  over  50  films 
over  a six -decade  career. 


(facts  from  biograpky£om) 

m 

Are  there  any  concerts  going  on  in 
our  area  of  Western  A^IA.? 

Read  any  good  books  lately?  Seen 
any  good  movies?  Even  bad 
experiences  are  worth  sharing. 

Is  there  a play  going  on  at  WSU? 
Are  you  involved  in  it?  ^ 

WRITE  ABOUT  IT! 

It’s  such  a cool  feeling  to  see 

your  name  in  print!  ^ 

email:  ff 

thevoke@westfield.ma.edu 
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A&E 

Quick  Info 


Top  Singles 

1 . Gotye  - Somebody 
That  I Used  To  Know 

2.  Fun.  - We  Are  Young 

3.  The  Wanted  - Glad 
You  Came 

4.  One  Direction  - What 
Makes  You  Beautiful 

5.  Justin  Bieber  - What 
Makes  You  Beautiful 

6.  Flo  Rida  - Wild  Ones 

7.  Nicki  Minaj  - Star- 
ships 

8.  Carly  Rae  Jepsen  - 
Call  Me  Maybe 

9.  Kelly  Clarkson  - 
Stronger 

10.  Katy  Perry  - Part  Of 
Me 


Top  Movies 

1 . Think  Like  a Man 

2.  The  Lucky  One 

3.  The  Hunger  Games 

4.  Chimpanzee 

5.  The  Three  Stooges 


Upcoming  DVD  Releases 

1.  New  Year’s  Eve 

2.  Haywire 

3.  The  Vow 

4.  Underworld  Awaken- 
ing 

5.  Joyful  Noise 


Top  Albums 

1 . Lionel  Richie  - 
Tuskegee 

2. Adele-21 

3.  Nicki  Minaj  - Pink 
Friday:  Roman  Reloaded 

4.  Monica  - New  Life 

5.  One  Direction  - Up  All 
Night 

6.  Bonnie  Ritt  - Slip- 
stream 

7.  Gotye  - Making  Mir- 
rors 

8.  Alabama  Shakes  - 
Boys  & Girls 


Search  to  find  something  inspiring:  It  could  change  your  life 


■ continued  from  page  9 

books  or  movies.  I do 
something  similar  to  this  with 
books  every  once  in  a while, 
and  I always  find  something 
amazing  that  I never  would 
have  normally  read. 

As  great  a risk  as  this 
truly  might  be,  explore  the  in- 
ternet. 

There  are  websites  that 
house  old  works  for  free,  so  try 
and  go  read  one. 

Shakespeare  has  in- 
spired a good  number  of  people 
before  - perhaps  he  will  inspire 
you. 

Try  to  find  something  in 


the  world  that  you  hope  to  cre- 
ate. Maybe  it  will  inspire  you  to 
do  something  different. 

Exploring  the  internet 
might  yield  other  results.  In- 
stead of  Just  searching  for 
some  YouTube  video  that 
makes  you  laugh  briefly  and 
you  then  forget,  look  for 
something  that  truly  fascinates 
you. 

If  nine-tenths  of  the  entire 
internet  is  atrocious,  then  there 
is  still  more  material  that  is  in- 
teresting then  you  will  ever  be 
able  to  read. 

Better  yet,  for  a more  in- 
tellectually based  idea,  go  into  a 
library  and  borrow  a book  on  a 
random  subject. 


There  is  no  risk  to  this, 
and  it  just  might  (although  not 
likely)  change  your  life. 

Actually  consider  liking 
some  of  the  stuff  that  is  as- 
signed to  you  in  class,  instead 
of  simply  hating  it  for  the  very 
reason  that  it  was  assigned  to 
you  to  read. 

If  you  read  it  at  first  with- 
out worrying  what  will  be  on 
the  exam,  then  maybe  you’ll 
understand  why  it  is  in  the  liter- 
ary canon. 

To  make  it  clear,  I am 
not  necessarily  advocating  in- 
die arts,  supporting  local  artists 
exclusively,  or  anything  along 
those  lines  (honestly  I can’t  say 
I like  most  of  it). 


On  that  same  note,  LM- 
FAO  is  just  as  bad  as  any  lousy 
indie  artist  I’ve  ever  heard 
(compare  inexpensively  made 
and  bad  versus  expensively 
made  and  bad  here). 

What  I am  advocating  is 
to  just  take  what  you  find  and 
see  what  you  think  with  an  open 
mind. 

It  isn’t  something  I see 
much  of  anymore. 

What  I am  hoping  some 
of  you  readers  will  do  this  sum- 
mer is  try  to  find  something 
new,  anything,  so  that  every- 
thing won’t  stagnate  into  a uni- 
form subject. 

Give  us  all  something 
new  to  talk  about. 


Stop  in  at 
Tommy  D’s! 

Prom  Night! 

Thursday,  May  3rd 
'*Don  Q Rum  and 
Black  Beard  Spiced  Rum  ” 

Drink  Specials: 

Gin  and  Tonic  $4.00 
Mike’s  Hard  Lemonade  Flavors  $3.25 
3 Olive  Loopy  Shot  $4.25 
Bacardi  Rum  Shot  $4.00 

12  wings  and  a pitcher  of  beer  for 
$8.95 

1/2  price  appetizers  w/  WSU 
student  ID! 

And  don ’t  forget  about  the  Elm  Street  Diner  next 
door! 

Get  a 5%  discount  with  a WSU  student  ID 
Open  for  breakfast  and  lunch 
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Sports 


Westfield  baseball  sweeps  MCLA  in  doubleheader 


WSU  Athletic  Department 


Westfield  State  Univer- 
sity continued  to  receive  strong 
pitching  performances  in  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Collegiate 
Athletic  Conference  (MAS- 
CAC)  games  as  the  Owls  swept 
MCLA,  3-2  and  9-0,  on  Tues- 
day afternoon,  April  24. 

Westfield  improves  to  17- 
15  overall  and  9-3  in  the  MAS- 
CAC.  MCLA  feU  to  11-22  and 
2-10  in  the  conference. 

In  the  opener,  south- 
paw Roman  Mondalto  threw  a 
complete-game  four-hitter  with 
nine  strikeouts  and  no  walks  in 
improving  his  record  to  3- 1 and 
lowering  his  ERA  to  1 .80. 

In  the  nightcap,  sopho- 
more Tommy  Carroll  hurled  the 
first  five  iimings,  allowing  three 
hits  and  no  walks  in  boosting 


his  record  to  4-3. 

Westfield  took  a 1-0  lead 
in  the  opener  when  hot-hitting 
Kevin  Greene  led  off  the  second 
inning  with  a double  and  scored 
on  a single  by  Josh  Blair. 

MCLA  tied  the  score  in 
the  fourth  when  Joe  Duncan  led 
off  with  a single  up  the  middle, 
stole  second,  advanced  to  third 
on  a ground  out  and  scored  on 
Cody  Weaver’s  RBI  ground 
out. 

The  Owls  scored  two  big 
runs  in  the  fifth  to  take  a 3-1 
lead.  With  the  bases  empty  and 
two  outs.  Matt  Kelly  singled 
and  scored  on  freshman  first 
baseman  Dan  Rokitowski’s 
double  down  the  left  field  line. 
Freshman  designated  hitter 
Nick  Champeau  followed  with 
an  RBI  single. 

MCLA  scored  a run  in  the 
sixth  when  Dimcan  singled  and 


advanced  to  second  on  a failed 
pickoff  attempt.  He  scored  on 
Weaver’s  two-out  double  to 
right  field. 

The  crafty  Mondalto  re- 
tired the  final  four  batters  to 
notch  the  key  conference  vic- 
tory. 

Westfield  collected  eight 
hits  with  Greene  the  only  Owl 
with  multiple  hits;  he  was  2 for 
3 with  two  doubles. 

Duncan  was  2 for  3 with 
two  runs  scored  and  Weaver 
was  1 for  3 with  two  RBI. 

In  the  second  game, 
Westfield  scored  three  runs  in 
the  first,  two  in  the  second  and 
single  tallies  in  the  third  and 
fourth  to  take  a commanding 
7-0  lead. 

The  Owls  out-hit  the 
Trailblazers,  12^.  Blair  was 
2 for  3 with  two  doubles,  two 
runs  scored  and  two  RBI.  Junior 


photo  by  Matt  Jardin 


Tommy  Carroll  pitched  five  strong  innings  in  West- 
field’s 9-0  victory  over  MCLA. 

catcher  Andrew  Medeiros  was  3 scored.  Rokitowski  was  2 for  4 
for  3 with  two  RBI  and  two  runs  with  a double  and  an  RBI. 


This  weeks 
specialsl 


Sm  Cheese  Pizza 
just  5 bucks! 
Order  $10  or  more 
and  its  only  $4! 
(limit  2) 

WWW WWW WWW* 

Have  you  tried  car  10 
styles  of  wir^?! 


Planning  a 
event?  Let  us 
do  the  work! 
call  for  speical 
pricing! 

wwwwwwwwwwww 

Want  something 
different?  Try  our 
new  Indian  menu! 


10  Wings,  Ig  Fries 
arid  Q 2ftr  Soda 
for  just  $10.^! 

Like  us  on 

Facebook 


78  Franklin  St. 
413-562-8500 
- Hours  - 

Mon  - Thurs  11  to  10 
Fri  A Sat  11  to  11 
Sunday  12  to  10 
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Morning  Joe  Bj:  Joej  Cooper 

'WeekCy  Look  at  tke  yVorCcC of  Sjyorts”  Sports  Editor 


Every  day  if  you  turn  on 
ESPN,  analysts  such  as  Skip 
Bayless,  Merril  Hoge  and  Hugh 
Douglas  will  talk  about  the  top 
half  of  the  first  round  of  the 
NFL  Draft.  While  this  repetitive 
banter  is  remotely  entertaining, 
they  are  failing  to  mention  the 
players  in  other  rounds  that  can 
potentially  make  a similar  im- 
pact to  the  over  critiqued  play- 
ers that  go  in  the  first. 

What  many  viewers  for- 
get as  they  refuse  to  tune  in  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  of  the  draft 
is  that  there  is  talent  to  be  ac- 
counted for  in  all  seven  rounds. 
The  second  round  has  a number 
of  promising  prospects  this  year 
who  I think  will  make  a major 
impact  at  the  next  level. 

There  are  a number  of  ath- 
letes deserving  of  a first  round 
selection  that  get  passed  up  be- 
cause of  off  the  field  issues.  One 
of  them  includes  Mike  Adams, 
left  tackle  from  Ohio  State,  of 
the  highly  talented  recruiting 
class  of  2008. 


The  6-8,  320  pound  gi- 
ant recently  tested  positive  for 
marijuana  and  has  many  teams 
wondering  if  his  head  is  in  the 
right  place  to  be  successful  on 
their  offensive  line.  Adams  is 
a Big  Ten  lineman  who  under- 
stands what  it  takes  to  play  at  a 
high  level  while  enjoying  a lot 
of  success  at  The  Ohio  State 
University. 

The  positive  test  results 
are  a non-factor  for  me  when 
evaluating  this  guy  as  a highly 
talented  anchor  for  the  quarter- 
back’s blindside. 

We  have  seen  players  in 
the  past  test  positive  for  this 
substance  prior  to  the  NFL 
Draft  who  have  had  exceptional 
careers,  including  Aaron  Her- 
nandez of  the  New  England 
Patriots. 

Depending  on  what  hap- 
pens with  the  New  York  Giants 
at  the  32nd  pick,  tight  end  Coby 
Fleener  from  Stanford  can  slip 
into  the  second  round  of  the 
draft. 


Fleener  has  played  under 
now  NFL  coach  Jim  Harbaugh, 
and  alongside  the  quarterback 
selected  first  overall,  Andrew 
Luck.  This  highly  complicated 
pro  style  offense  will  give  this 
6-6,  247  pound  TE  a huge  ad- 
vantage over  the  remaining 
competition  in  the  draft. 

This  sure  handed  target 
also  ran  an  impressive  4.64  40- 
yard  dash  proving  that  his  speed 
puts  himself  in  a class  of  his  own 
among  this  year’s  tight  ends.  If 
he  falls  into  the  second  round, 
look  for  the  Rams  to  draft  him, 
giving  Sam  Bradford  a giant 
target  across  the  middle. 

Lavonte  David,  out  of 
Nebraska,  is  in  my  opinion  the 
most  undervalued  player  in  this 
year’s  NFL  Draft.  This  outside 
linebacker  has  put  on  some 
needed  weight  throughout  the 
draft  process,  currently  weigh- 
ing in  at  233  pounds. 

He  did  this  while  main- 
taining his  speed  in  the  40-yard 
dash  at  4.75. 


David’s  elite  speed  gives 
him  the  ability  to  get  from  side- 
line to  sideline,  running  down 
backs  and  receivers.  His  skill 
set  would  make  him  a perfect 
candidate  for  a 4-3  scheme  such 
as  the  Buffalo  Bills  at  pick  41. 

Perhaps  the  most  down- 
played talent  in  the  draft  since 
the  season  ended  is  wide  receiv- 
er Alshon  Jeffery  from  South 
Carolina.  Although  his  person- 
ality has  teams  shying  away 
within  a professional  environ- 
ment, Jeffrey  can  flourish  in  the 
position  making  his  selection  a 
steal. 

Questions  regarding  his 
lack  of  speed  have  since  been 
squashed  after  the  6-4,  213 
pound  wide  receiver  ran  a 4.47 
in  the  40-yard  dash  during  his 
pro  day.  He  didn’t  have  much 
help  from  a failing  quarterback 
carousel  that  the  Gamecocks 
dealt  with  during  his  three  years 
on  campus. 

His  raw  strength  and  ex- 
cellent hands  will  make  a team 


in  the  low  second  round  very 
happy.  I see  the  Miami  Dolphins 
taking  the  South  Carolina  native 
at  pick  42,  as  Jeffery  should  be- 
come the  third  best  receiver  out 
of  this  draft  class  year’s  down 
the  road. 

Depending  on  the  system 
he  falls  into,  Lamar  Miller,  run- 
ning back  from  Miami,  can  be 
a huge  difference  maker  at  the 
next  level.  He  ran  a ridiculous 
40-yard  dash  time  of  4.38,  open- 
ing the  eyes  of  many  scouts. 

Miller  also  has  fresh 
legs  entering  the  NFL,  as  2011 
was  the  first  season  he  was  the 
starter  for  the  Hurricanes.  His- 
tory shows  that  Miami  players, 
especially  running  backs,  can 
enjoy  great  careers  in  the  NFL 
with  examples  such  as  Edgerrin 
James,  Clinton  Portis  and  Willis 
McGahee. 

His  ability  to  catch  the 
ball  out  of  the  backfield  makes 
him  a perfect  fit  at  57  for  the 
Denver  Broncos,  if  he  gets  by 
the  Cincinnati  Bengals  at  53. 


Opinion:  NHL  is  going  backwards  with  rampant  violence 


lyier  Morissette 
Voice  Reporter 


Before  I start  this  article,  I 
want  to  say  that  yes,  I am  not  the 
biggest  hockey  fan  in  the  world, 
and  my  knowledge  of  the  game 
is  average  at  best.  With  that  in 
mind,  what  I have  seen  so  far 
from  the  NHL  Playoffs  has  been 
nothing  short  of  a disgrace. 

Playoff  hockey  is  always 
more  enjoyable  I feel  because 
the  games  are  crisp,  fast  paced 
and  exciting,  rather  than  the 
regular  season  which  features 
frequent  fighting  and  not  many 
enjoyable  games  for  the  com- 
mon fan. 

At  the  same  time,  I am 
not  saying  that  I do  n6t  enjoy' 


seeing  aggressive  forechecking 
and  some  hard  hits.  But  recently 
it  has  appeared  that  the  head  of 
NHL  and  the  players  have  it  all 
confused.  Hard  body  checks 
now  equate  to  instant  retribu- 
tion by  an  opposing  player. 

Watching  some  of  these 
games,  I was  sick  to  my  stom- 
ach with  all  the  brawling  and 
cheap  shots  that  have  taken 
place.  If  I wanted  to  see  people 
fight  I turn  on  UFC,  but  people 
tune  into  hockey  to  watch  qual- 
ity games. 

It  should  be  noted  that  my 
views  are  not  shared  by  a lot  of 
people,  as  a recent  Pittsburgh 
Penguins  and  Philadelphia  Fly- 
ers game  that  lead  to  a large 
amount  of  penalty  minutes  and 
countless  ejections  out  of  the 
game  was  watched  by  2.3  mil- 


lion people,  which  was  the  best 
for  any  playoff  game  exclud- 
ing the  Stanley  Cup  Final  since 
2002. 

You  know  something  is 
very  wrong  when  superstar  Sid- 
ney Crosby,  a player  that  has 
been  out  for  most  of  the  last 
year  and  a half  with  concussion 
issues,  is  trying  to  pick  fights 
with  opposing  players. 

Concussions  to  athletes 
have  been  such  a huge  topic  in 
every  other  sport,  particularly 
in  football,  by  looking  at  former 
player’s  brains  and  the  effects 
of  concussions. 

However,  in  the  first  round 
of  the  NHL  playoffs  there  have 
been  numerous  cheap  shots  to 
the  heads  of  opposing  players. 

One  of  the  most  danger- 
ous acts  was  the  elbow  to  the 


head  of  Ottawa  captain  Daniel 
Alfredsson  by  New  York  Rang- 
ers’ Carl  Hagelin,  for  which  he 
got  a three-game  suspension. 

Alton  Asham  of  Pitts- 
burgh charged  at  the  head  of 
Philadelphia’s  Brayden  Schenn 
and  got  four  games.  Raffi  Torres 
of  Phoenix  received  25  games 
for  sending  Chicago  star  Mar- 
ian Hossa  to  the  hospital  with  a 
late,  leaping  hit  to  the  head. 

The  real  test  for  how  the 
NHL  deals  with  player  safety 
is  when  a star  player  is  the  one 
committing  the  act. 

In  any  other  sport,  player 
safety  is  thought  to  be  the  num- 
ber one  concern,  but  the  NHL 
showed  complete  disregard  for 
this  when  Nashville  Predator’s 
Shea  Weber  elbowed  the  head 
of  Detroit  Henrik  Zetterberg 


and  followed  it  up  by  grabbing 
Z^tterberg’s  head  and  smashing 
it  into  the  glass. 

The  punishment  that  We- 
ber received,  by  the  way,  is  not 
a misprint.  He  received  a $2,500 
fine  with  no  suspension. 

There  have  been  other 
incidents  that  have  occurred  in 
the  NHL  in  which  players  have 
been  seriously  injured,  like  the 
Marty  McSorley-Donald  Bras- 
hear  and  Todd  Bertuzzi-Steve 
Moore  assault  fiascos. 

However,  it  appears  that 
the  NHL  will  take  a real  seri- 
ous stance  on  the  issue  of  player 
safety  only  when  (and  hopeful- 
ly this  never  happens)  a player 
dies  from  an  on  ice  incident. 

It  is  time  to  step  up  Na- 
tional Hockey  League,  before 
it’s  too  late. 
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Trust  the  Midas  touch 


sammmmps 


OIL  CHANGE  [HU!!:^ 


Oil  and  filter  change 

-up  to  5 quarts  of  conventional  oil 

Rotate  and  inspect  4 tires 


Courtesy  check  including 
visual  brake  check 

-battery,  air  filter,  fluid,  belts  & hoses 


Hsgh  iN^cage.  oeU  as.  eCri,  fee  «?ra.  pemftiec  by  '-am 

Fee  rep^esems  «st  5r=d  prsJrts.  See  fo?  sh«p  fee  cakiKar^ort.  ?*Uis  ap^ca^e  lauL  Tire  rctadori  at  sf 

se^roe.  Ca»  vajue  1/iSJlk  or  !<.  restored  as  tisne  ai  f^c^se.  **ct  v»i«  ctt^  offers.  Vaoo  a? 

oarrripatir-g  locsdonisi  lr«ed  belo«L  Vtfd  if  scsd.  copieo  er  transferred  are  w^e  :Fohiated  ty  ia**.  b^es  V%/tZ 


GREAT  SAVINGS 


^10  OFF  ^20  0FF^30  OFF 


SERVICES 
OVER  $100 


SERVICES 
OVER  $200 


SERVICES 
OVER  $300 


Brakes,  Exhaust,  Suspension,  Wheel  Alignments, 
Belts,  Hoses,  Headlamps,  Bulbs  and  More! 


LIFETIME  GUARANTEED 

BRAKE  PADS  OR  SHOES  INSTALLED 

OFF 

»25  OFF 

per  axle 

• Comprehensive  brake  system  evaluation 

Oiscoutft  off  re^tAar  price.  UleHme  9uarantee  valid  tor  as  kmg  as  yoH  own  you  cac  See  manager  tor  toiKed 
guaranwe  terats.  Consuowr  pays  all  tax.  Most  vefades.  Cash  vafoe  L/XXXh  of  I4.  Coupon  reared  ^ bme  of 
pvTctiase.  Mot  valid  vrtth  other  offers  or  brake  warranty  redea^tiorR.  Valid  at  partkipatiog  locationls)  Hsted 
below.  Void  H sold,  copied  or  transferred  and  «vt«re  prohibited  by  law.  Expires  4/^V17- 


STUDENT  SAVINGS 

10%  OFF 


ANY 

SERVICE 


WITH 


WESTFIELD  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT  ID 


Otscoont  off  regtAar  price, 
bme  of  purrhase.  Orte  coupon  ( 
fisted  below.  Void  if  sokL  copied  e 


{excludes  tax) 

1 tax.  Most  vehitles.  Cash  value  lAOOtti  of  I*.  Coupon  reared  at 
1 tovoi».  Hot  valid  with  other  offers.  Valid  at  partiopatinf  locatior»(s) 
ircfribited  by  law.  Exiwfes  4/3»tV12- 


WESTFIELD  302  E Main  St  413-568-8621 


iixu  K?ili  ■ 


n 
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GamesLeisure 
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Taurus 

(April  21  - May  21) 

A few  financial  issues  will  be 
taking  center  stage  for  you.  If 
you  have  some  concerns  that 
have  been  plaguing  you  for  a 
while  now,  just  do  what  you 
can  to  put  any  worries  aside 
for  the  time  being. 

Gemini 

(May  22 -June  21) 

You’ll  be  feeling  a little 
adventurous  at  the  moment, 
but  try  to  remember  to 
exercise  a little  discipline  and 
self-restraint.  If  you  can  Just 
manage  to  do  this,  then  you 
should  be  able  to  make  a few 
fresh  starts  right  now. 

Cancer 

(June  22 -July  22) 

You’ll  be  doing  an  awful  lot 
of  work  behind  the  scenes, 
and  you  should  be  able  to 
accomplish  a lot  more  on  your 
own  than  by  dealing  with 
others.  Don’t  be  afraid  to  make 
a few  sacrifices  on  behalf  of 
others  right  now. 

Leo 

(July  23  - August  23) 

Your  social  life  will  really  be 
starting  to  take  a turn  for  the 
better.  Just  try  not  to  get  too 
carried  away  with  things  if  you 
can  help  it. 

Virgo 

(August  24  - September  22) 
Try  to  remain  positive  and 
don’t  create  any  unnecessary 
trouble  for  yourself.  Just  make 
an  effort  to  put  any  old  concerns 
aside  and  get  ready  to  start 
moving  forward  into  the  future. 

Libra 

(September  23  - October  22) 
It’s  time  for  you  to  take 
on  some  new  .challenges 
and  to  start  making  some 
constructive  changes  in  your 
life.  You’re  getting  ready  to 
begin  some  very  interesting 
new  adventures,  so  you  better 
be  prepared. 

courtesy  of  californiapsychics 


Scorpio 

(October  23  - November  21) 
Your  intuition  will  be  running 
high,  and  you  should  really 
be  able  to  get  to  the  bottom 
of  a few  things  right  now.  If 
someone  wants  your  opinion, 
don’t  hesitate  to  let  them  know 
what  you  really  think. 

Sagittarius 

(November  22  - December 

21) 

You  should  be  getting  the 
chance  to  start  making  some 
positive  new  beginnings,  so 
just  make  sure  that  you’re 
ready  to  take  the  initiative.  Try 
to  strengthen  your  bonds  with 
those  closest  to  you  right  now 
as  well. 

Capricorn 

(December  21  - January  20) 
If  you’ve  been  having  any 
questions  about  your  future, 
things  will  start  to  seem  a lot 
clearer.  Even  if  you  still  have  a 
few  doubts  about  some  things, 
you’ll  be  feeling  a lot  more 
certain  about  the  path  you’re 
on. 


Aquarius 

(January  21  - February  19) 
It’s  a great  time  for  you  to 
get  out  and  have  a little  fun, 
so  don’t  be  afraid  to  take 
center  stage  and  let  your 
light  shine.  Some  enjoyable 
romantic  opportunities  should 
be  keeping  things  pretty 
interesting  for  you  as  well. 

Pisces 

(Feb.  20  - March  20) 

If  you  really  want  to  enjoy  a 
little  time  around  the  house 
right  now,  you  should  think 
about  inviting  a few  folks 
over. 

Aries 

(March  21  - April  20) 

You’re  bound  to  be  pretty  busy 
lately.  Keep  it  positive!  Your 
workload  will  be  a lot  easier 
if  you  aren’t  stressed  about  it. 
Remember  your  family  is  there 
for  you  if  you  need  them. 


effecnnrit  byAAarVPdnsi 


fan  ftXOyt  IV£  fstC  fvjSItJloriC 

CoaiX)  fm.  rrwA'b^iaW  To  BiPW. 


ofiKmaric  hyMatlrPansi 


IF  -ito  Pfinf  i*£,  ybu  i^GSVA 


offtfiemaik  byMafFPansi 


Mark  PtrHM,  P««  t t equM  wt  for  use. 


offfhemarit  byMaitcPansI 
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Summer 


JUNESTSSS 
USMEAUYEO 
SMWEEANLU 
U T W I R R S G I 

NSHVMTCCL 
TYUG  I MYSE 
A G L C I C I R N 

NREULFMNA 
OEAEJERSG 
SEDALBREL 
CNAOFLOGT 
H G N IMS  I F F 
ORCAMP  I N G 
O A C I N C I P A 

LSFLIESKM 
TSUGUAS  I L 
GN  I NEDRAG 
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ANTS 

AUGUST 

BARBECUE 

BASEBALL 

BEACH 

BEES 

BICYCLE 

BLUE  SKY 

BOATING 

BREEZE 

CAMPING 

FISHING 

FLIES 

FLOWERS 

GARDENING 


GOLF 

GREEN  GRASS 

HAT 

HIKING 

HOLIDAYS 

HOT 

ICE  CREAM 

JULY 

JUNE 

MOSQUITOES 
NO  SCHOOL 
PICNIC 
ROLLER 
BLADES 
SANDALS 


SKATEBOARD 

SOCCER 

SOLSTICE 

SPRINKLERS 

SUNBURN 

SUNGLASSES 

SUNSCREEN 

SUNSHINE 

SUNTAN 

SWEAT 

SWIMMING 

U V RAYS 

WASPS 

WATER  HGHTS 
WATERMELON 
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